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youth 5

Waltham Forest is a bor-
ough which has an above 
average rate of violent 

youth crime. This can have a dev-
astating effect on the lives of people 
who live in our area, so the opportu-
nity to ask questions at Boris John-
son’s recent ‘community conversa-
tion’ was welcomed by many. But in 
reality, the forum failed to address 
the causes or offer solutions to vio-
lent crime. 

Claire Laker-Mansfield
Waltham Forest Youth Fight for Jobs

The most ironic comment of the 
night came from the lips of Boris 
Johnson himself: “What will ulti-
mately tackle the problem of youth 
violence is economic prosperity - 
jobs and education for youngsters.” 
Well, perhaps on one thing Youth 
Fight for Jobs (YFJ) does agree with 
the mayor!

It is a complete lack of opportuni-
ties and the desperation that often 
follows from that which can lead 
some young people down the path 
of crime. But the reality is that what 
this tory-led government is doing 
and what the mayor himself is do-
ing regionally is working to actively 

deny young people those opportu-
nities.

“What young people need is some 
‘pre-pre internships’ - to be taken 
on for a week in the city for experi-
ence” was what one panel member 
(a former city banker) had to say on 
the matter. 

But one local resident was far 
closer to the mark when he shout-
ed out “people need jobs” as Boris 
Johnson was condemning local par-
ents for failing to exercise enough 
discipline. 

Boris’s panel lacked any repre-
sentatives from the youth offending 

service in our area. That’s probably 
because it’s being cut massively due 
to tory austerity measures carried 
out by a labour council. None of the 
hundreds of public sector workers 
who work with young people were 
given a say and there weren’t any 
representatives from local commu-
nity campaigns or trade unions al-
lowed to speak. 

even more worryingly, the panel 
did not include any young people 
and those who were in the audience 
were denied the opportunity to ask 
questions and describe the prob-
lems they face. 

Boris Johnson visits Waltham Forest
Tories have no solutions 
to youth crime

Youth FIght for Jobs challenges Boris Johnson to return to the bor-
ough to answer this question: 

‘As a result of government funding cuts carried out by the mayor’s 
own party, the local council is cutting services which include the Youth 
Offending Service, Safeguarding Children, Community Learning and 
Skills, Education Welfare officers, and careers advisers. It is becoming 
harder to remain in education if you come from a poorer background 
because of the Tory fees increase and cutting of EMA. The mayor 
himself has scrapped free travel for young people over 16, making it 
harder to travel to college. Does the mayor agree that these moves 
are likely to add to the problem of youth crime in the area?’

Police attack 
‘save EMA’ 
protest in Leeds
School, college, and uni-

versity students in leeds were 
met with police violence on 

a recent peaceful protest against 
education maintenance allowance 
(ema) being axed. 

Jay McInness
Leeds Met Socialist Students

Protesters were violently attacked 
with batons outside lloyds tsB in 
the city centre. 

a number of completely unpro-
voked injuries were inflicted. The 
most horrific was the arrest of col-
lege student matt Dawson after he 
was set upon by multiple police of-
ficers. 

eye witnesses and film footage 
on Youtube show officers snatch-
ing a flag from him before unleash-
ing a savage and unwarranted hail 
of abuse. In the assault his arm was 
broken before he was dragged 300 
yards and thrown into a police van. 

The remaining protesters were 
then subjected to the infamous ‘ket-
tle’ technique used by police on the 
student protests last year. one po-
lice officer made it clear that they 
were ‘kettling’ our demonstration 
to make it less visible to the public, 

less likely to get news coverage and 
to have less resonance.

after police officers were heav-
ily reinforced, the protest was then 
force-marched to nearby leeds 
metropolitan university. 

The protest then regrouped and 
marched to Bridewell Police station 
where matt was thought to be held 
and demanded his release. a heated 
negotiation ensued which gained 
some media attention. more arrests 
were attempted but were prevented 
by the crowd.

since then West Yorkshire Police 
have refused to comment but have 
charged matt Dawson with posses-
sion of an offensive weapon (his belt 
buckle). 

socialist students demands that 
the charges against matt Dawson 
are dropped. Due to pressure so 
far an internal investigation has 
been launched bringing further into 
question police handling of peace-
ful demonstrations. 

This is not the first time that po-
lice in leeds have harassed peaceful 
protests - they ‘kettled’ the 30 No-
vember demonstration and repeat-
edly harassed and threatened to 
arrest socialist students activist Ian 
Pattison.

Young people march for a future
Manchester
“cuts aFFect everyone” said one 
placard on a very lively and youthful 
march in manchester on 29 Janu-
ary. The guardian reported up to 
5,000 on the demo organised by the 
Pcs and ucu trade unions together 
with the National union of students 
(Nus). This showed the potential for 
a colossal national demonstration 
on 26 march.

Youth Fight for Jobs (YFJ) placards 
about unemployment and educa-
tion maintenance allowance (ema) 
were carried by many demonstra-
tors, who came from workplaces, 
colleges and universities across the 
north and midlands. union ban-
ners figured prominently, especially 
from the civil servants’ union, Pcs, 
the lecturers’ union, ucu, and the 
unison public sector union. 

Before we even set off, Nus presi-
dent aaron Porter (who two months 
ago apologised under pressure for 
his “spineless” lack of support for 
student protests) was having a bad 
day. his high point was, surpris-
ingly, signing the socialist Party 
petition for a 24-hour public sec-
tor general strike. From there it was 
all downhill: being shouted at and 
running away to hide for the day in 
nearby university buildings! 

standing in for Porter at the rally 
was shane chowen, Nus vice-pres-
ident for Fe, whose speech was cut 
short within three minutes by boos, 
eggs and apple cores. such is the 
fate of those who attempt to sell out 
to the enemy while attacking their 
own members.

This should be heeded by Porter’s 
right-wing equivalents in the trade 
unions. at present the tuc can or-
ganise a dreadful line-up of speak-
ers far better than it can organise 
action. Dull pro-labour speech fol-
lowed dull pro-labour speech from 
‘leaders’ lacking any real intention 
of fighting the con-Dems.

The great exceptions were fiery 
calls to action from leader of the 
firefighters’ union, matt Wrack 
and from Jane Warburton, regional 
youth organiser of the Pcs. 

YFJ supporters can claim much 
of the credit for this demonstration; 
from the struggle for it within the 
component unions of the tuc, to the 
resolving at the tuc congress in sep-
tember last year to call a demonstra-
tion, to actually making it happen.  
50 young people and workers at-
tended the YFJ after-demo meeting. 
most of them signed up to the cam-
paign and all applauded speakers 
from the leeds university occupa-
tion, from trade unions, from other 
universities, and from anti-cuts 
campaigns. 

a bad day for the Nus president 
but a good day for the swelling 
movement to drive out the con-
Dems and their hated policies. 

Hugh Caffrey, 
North West Socialist Party

London
several thousaND young peo-
ple and workers took to the streets 
in london on 29 January as part of 
the ongoing protests at the attacks 
on education and the public sector.

The demonstration was called de-
spite the already planned demon-
stration in manchester on the same 
day which was linking up the strug-
gles of students with those of young 
workers and trade unionists.

Despite the questionable action 
of calling the demonstration, the 
majority of the protesters on it un-
derstood the need for unity. They 
chanted slogans such as “workers 
and students unite and fight!” and 
carried placards relating to all cuts.

The mood was spurred on by the 
recent revolutionary uprisings in 
tunisia and egypt. “let’s all go the 
extra mile, let’s do this egyptian 
style” would undoubtedly win the 
‘chant of the day’!

students understand that the rul-
ers and dictators of these countries 
are the ‘bath buddies’ of the rulers 
of western states such as cameron 
and obama, and that they share 
common aims in making huge cuts 
in public services and attacking or-
dinary people’s living standards.

In the uK one in five graduates is 
unemployed, this is the highest the 
figure has been since 1995, a clear 
sign of the inability of capitalism to 
provide jobs for everyone.

graduates now face the likeli-
hood of years of unemployment, 
and the private sector exploits the 
desperation of young people by of-
fering internships without pay or a 
guarantee of a job at the end.

With the recent decision to hike 
tuition fees to £9,000 a year, vast 
numbers of young people will be 
deterred from going to university.

But unemployment for young 
people without degrees still remains 
higher than for those with degrees, 
so the future for young people looks 
very bleak indeed.

The only way to defeat the cuts is 
to defeat the government. That can 
only be done by uniting with the 
trade unions and standing shoulder 
to shoulder with them on the tuc 
demonstration on 26 march and in 
the coming struggles.

Alex Moore, 
Leicester Socialist Students
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