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Scottish Unison members oppose 
leadership’s sell-out
Just days before councils 

across scotland meet to slash 
public services, the February 

meeting of unison scottish Coun-
cil was presented with a paper for 
debate entitled The Public sector 
Workforce Framework.

 

A Scottish Unison member

The paper, marked “strictly not 
for publication” was the product 
of continuing discussions between 
the scottish government, scottish 
trades union Congress (stuC) and 
the Confederation of scottish Local 
authorities (COsLa).

The paper’s stated aim was “the 
pursuit of the goal of no compulsory 
redundancies in exchange for agree-
ment to real and meaningful work-
ing practices that allow employers 
to generate the package of savings 
required to fund this goal”.

an hour before the full council, 
the union’s scottish Committee 
meeting had debated the paper and, 
on a narrow vote of eleven to eight, 

recommended acceptance.
The document represented a thin-

ly disguised attempt by a section of 
the unison scottish leadership to 
overturn the unison council’s posi-
tion for coordinated industrial ac-
tion to defeat cuts, as proposed by 
the Glasgow City unison branch 
and agreed at the council’s previous 
meeting in december.

also agreed in december was the 
call for councils to set needs budg-
ets and to call on elected politicians 
to refuse to make cuts. However, the 
proposed document shows that the 
scottish leadership accepts cuts are 
inevitable.

The debate was sharp and pro-
tracted with many delegates oppos-
ing on two counts: firstly, over being 
‘bounced’ into making a decision 
without time to consult members; 
secondly, that the content of the 
proposal represented a ‘sell-out’ of 
the membership in advance of any 
struggle against the employers.

Branch delegations that had con-
sistently supported the leadership 
previously were split, in one case 

providing speakers both for and 
against the motion.

It was unfortunate that some del-
egates who consider themselves to 
be on the left were pushing for ac-
ceptance, arguing for the ‘new real-
ity’ of reduced council budgets. One 
delegate, a member of socialist ap-
peal, explained that his branch had 
adopted a similar approach twelve 
months ago when it became clear 
that the council would be heading 
for a crisis.

speaker after speaker condemned, 
not only the intention of the propos-
al, but the signal that it would send 
to employers who would use it to 
undermine local action. If carried it 
would also represent a severe blow 
to the morale of the membership 
who are looking for a firm lead from 
the union at this time.

after over an hour of debate the 
meeting voted to reject the partner-
ship framework by a big majority. 
This represents a victory for unison 
members who want the union to 
have a clear strategy to defeat the 
cuts.

Trade unionists and 
socialists pay tribute 
to John Macreadie
Over 100 people gathered on 

Monday 7 February for a me-
morial meeting for John Ma-

creadie, who recently passed away 
after a lengthy period of illness with 
a brain tumour.

Bill Mullins

The meeting, hosted by PCs civil 
service union president Janice Go-
drich, heard speeches from PCs 
general secretary Mark serwotka, 
socialist Party general secretary 
Peter taaffe, and terry adams who, 
like John, had been a PCs national 
officer before they retired in 2005.

The meeting was a celebration of 
the life of John Macreadie who was a 
leading left figure in the PCs and its 
predecessor, the CPsa, particularly 
in opposing the former right-wing 
leaders of the union.

Mark serwotka spoke movingly 
of the tremendous role that John 
played in guiding him when the 
right wing attempted to stop Mark 
taking his place as elected general 
secretary of the union in 2002.

Peter taaffe spoke of John’s com-
mitment not just to militant trade 
unionism, but to the struggle for 
socialism across the world. John’s 
membership of the socialist Party 
and its predecessor, Militant, un-

derpinned his attitude to trade un-
ion work.

Peter reminded the meeting that 
John was never taken in by whatever 
union position he held, but was al-
ways conscious that he was there to 
represent and lead union members.

The meeting saw a compilation of 
John’s appearances on tv news pro-
grammes from the 1970s onward, 
which demonstrated that he spoke 
firmly for the members’ interests 
whenever strike action took place.

tv footage from the 1980s 
showed John in the centre of the 
battle against the union’s right wing. 
This included footage outside the 
high court as the union bureauc-
racy stopped John from taking up 
his elected position as general sec-
retary.

Other comrades spoke from the 
floor of their personal reminiscenc-
es of John. John’s wife roisin was at 
the meeting and heard the eulogies.

terry adams told the meeting 
that a fund had been set up in John’s 
memory, to continue the work that 
he had devoted his life to, that would 
be part of the socialist Party’s fight-
ing fund.

Please send donations to the John 
Macreadie Fund, socialist Party, 
PO Box 24697, London e11 1yd. 
Cheques should be made payable to 
the socialist Party.

THe NOrtH West strategic Health authority has voted 
to shut maternity units at salford royal, Bury and ro-

chdale hospitals, despite predictions of rising birth rates.
The decision will leave only eight units to deliver as 

many as 40,000 babies a year across Greater Manches-
ter, when even now women in labour can be turned 
away due to every bed being occupied. 

sarah davies, midwife and uCu member, called the 
decision a disgrace: “We will appeal to andrew Lansley 

on the grounds that before the election tory policy was 
for smaller units not baby factories, and we are explor-
ing a judicial review. 

“We are setting up a group of midwives to monitor the 
changes and the impact on quality of care. Within a year 
the health service will have to re-visit this and create 
more capacity.”

The campaign against these cuts will continue.
Paul Gerrard

SOCIaLIst Party members and other anti-cuts ac-
tivists recently helped to organise a fundraising gig in 

exeter which featured left-wing singer and guitarist Billy 
Bragg as its headline act.

It was a great success with the venue full to capacity. 
Billy Bragg played some of his classic songs and filled the 
time between songs with anecdotes of previous strug-
gles and a call to arms for the battle against the cuts.

unfortunately he did sometimes act as an apolo-
gist for Labour and their past and present failures. The 
mood, however, was political with many joining the ex-

eter anti-Cuts alliance.
Over £1,200 was raised for the student group, exeter 

Occupation uncut and the umbrella organisation, exe-
ter anti-Cuts alliance, in which socialist Party members 
play a leading role.

The funds raised will be used to continue the cam-
paign against all cuts in public spending. We are plan-
ning a local demonstration against devon county coun-
cil’s slash and burn policies to take place from 2pm on 
19 February at County Hall in exeter.

Jim Thomson

Unison members need a fighting leadership that will not sell out to local 
government employers.           photo Duncan Brown

Liverpool Fight the Cuts public meeting
Thursday 10 February, 7.30pm
The Green Room, Duke Street, Liverpool
Organised by Liverpool trades council
Speakers include Ricky Tomlinson, jailed Shrewsbury Picket 
and actor,  Ken Loach, film director, and Tony Mulhearn, 
former ‘Liverpool 47’ councillor

Worcester TUC
March and rally for the alternative
Saturday 12 February
March 10am, Mealcheapen Street to Broad Street
Rally 11am, Huntingdon Hall, Crown Gate, Worcester

Yorkshire LGBTQ day school
Saturday 12 February, 12noon-6pm
The Packhorse Pub, Woodhouse Road, Leeds
For more info contact Iain on 07809 839793

London Socialist Students public meeting
Revolution in Egypt
Tuesday 15 February, 7pm
ULU, Malet Street, London WD1E 7HY

Torbay and District Anti-Cuts Alliance organising meeting
Tuesday 15 February, 7.30pm
Noah’s Park Public House, Totnes Road, Paignton TQ4 7HB

Hackney and Islington Socialist Party
The anti-cuts struggles in Britain

Wednesday 16 February, 7.30pm
The Moth Club, Valette St, London E9 6NU

Barnsley Socialist Party public meeting
The poll tax rebellion - how we beat the Tories
Wednesday 16 February, 7.45pm
The Shaw Inn, Racecommon Road, Barnsley

Huddersfield Socialist Party public meeting
Do you have to be red to be green?
Thursday 17 February, 7.30pm
Irish Centre, Fitzwilliam Street, Huddersfield

Brighton anti-cuts coalition
Regional anti-cuts day school
Saturday 19 February, 10am-5pm
Sussex University

Lewisham carnival against the cuts
Saturday 19 February, 1pm
Town Hall, Catford SE6 4RU

Shrewsbury Anti-Cuts Group demonstration
Saturday 19 February, 10.45am 
Outside Shirehall, Shrewsbury

Waltham Forest Anti-Cuts Union
March against cuts in jobs and services
Saturday 19 February, 12noon
Assemble Abbots Park, Leyton, East London
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Campaigners reject maternity unit cuts

Billy Bragg helps raise Exeter 
Anti-Cuts funds

John Macreadie speaking to a youth march for jobs.    photo Dave Sinclair


