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The earthquake off Japan’s east coast and the giant tsunami
wave that followed on 11 March has, at the time of writing,
officially killed over 8,500 people with another 13,000 people
still missing. Hundreds of thousands of survivors have been
left homeless, many are without basic human needs, including
food. On top of this tragedy the tsunami also crippled the
ageing nuclear power station in Fukushima, triggering a major

nuclear crisis.

As the following articles show, the ongoing nuclear disaster
has been compounded by the failure of a profit-driven, privately
owned energy company and a pro-nuclear energy government,
both of whom failed to plan for such a contingency. And despite
the nuclear catastrophe in Japan, big business and the Con-
Dem government continues to promote a new generation of
nuclear power stations in the UK.

A deadly combination

With each passing day the envi-
ronmental disaster at the stricken
Fukushima nuclear power plant
in Japan becomes more alarming.
High levels of radioactive steam
and materials have been spewing
out of the damaged reactors and are
carried by winds over large popula-
tion centres, including Tokyo to the
south. Already, milk and vegetables
produced from areas some distance
from Fukushima contain radioac-
tive iodine above legal limits and
other cancer causing substances.

A British nuclear scientist who is
advising the Japanese authorities
told the Times: “There could reach a
point where we could have to leave
the plant to evolve on its own.”

Nothing as frightening as this has
occurred since areactor at the Cher-
nobyl nuclear plant in the Ukraine
exploded in 1986. That incident led
to an estimated 4,000-60,000 extra
cancer deaths.

The doomed Fukushima plant,
which houses six nuclear reac-
tors, was severely damaged by the
earthquake and giant tsunami on
11 March which devastated a huge
swathe of Japan’s north east coast-
line.

Attempts by the plant’s owners -
the Tokyo Electric Power Company
(Tepco) - and the Japanese authori-
ties to prevent the escape of radio-

active gases and materials have, so
far, failed. This is despite the heroic
efforts by workers at the plant and
firefighters to stabilise the situation.

The Japanese government has re-
sponded by imposing a 12 mile ex-
clusion zone around the site. But TV
news reports have shown hospital
patients and staff abandoned by the
authorities within this quarantine
area. Meanwhile, the US adminis-
tration told its citizens in Japan to
stay outside a 50 mile zone. The UK
foreign office told British citizens in
the Tokyo area to consider leaving.

Tepco and the Japanese govern-
ment have continually played down
the scale of the disaster, as the head
of the US Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, Gregory Jaczko, has pub-
licly stated.

The disaster has revealed both
the inherent flaws in the reactors at
Fukushima - which were designed
by the giant US company, General
Electric - and the falsification of the
site inspection records by Tepco.

The Economist described Japan’s
nuclear industry as “a shameful
record of cover-ups, lackadaisical
crisis management and an inbred
complicity between regulators and
utilities..” (17/3/11).

Above all it shows that profit-driv-
en capitalism and suspect technol-
ogy is a deadly combination.

Rescue workers and survivors pick their way through the devastation

Socialists call for:

®|mmediate self-organisation of working people and local communities in
quake-hit areas to oversee relief tasks and determine democratically the
needs of reconstruction. International solidarity and active support for the
Japanese people’s earthquake relief work.

®No to nuclear power! A socialist plan for energy production designed
to guarantee cheap and safe energy for all whilst protecting the

environment.

®No confidence in the profiteers, speculators and capitalists to organise

the relief and reconstruction work.

®Fight for socialism and nationalisation of the Japanese economy,
including the energy industry, under democratic workers’ control and
management. This is the only way to meet the needs of workers and the

environment.

After Japan’s tsunami disaster -
Nuclear power, no way!

Japan’s environmental crisis is becoming more alarming

Anger over electricity blackouts

Seizo Shimamura
Kokusai Rentai, (CWI Japan) in
Tokyo

A series of blackouts being imposed
by the Tokyo Electric Power Com-
pany (Tepco) is causing confusion
and seriously disrupting the lives of
people in the metropolitan (Tokyo)
area.

These ‘planned blackouts’ are
on an unprecedented scale. Public
transport, hospitals, schools, day
nurseries as well as ordinary homes
are all affected by the rolling cut-offs
of electricity for three to six hours a
day, apart from central Tokyo where

the central offices of the govern-
ment and the big monopolies are
situated.

The blackouts have provoked
large-scale resentment amongst
the population in the metropolitan
area and also widespread criticism
of Tepco and the government who
have arranged them. The policy ap-
pears to be promoting the idea that
‘nuclear power is essential to our
lives after all!

The International Atomic Energy
Agency has pointed out that it is ac-
tually possible to supply sufficient
power with the other thermal pow-
er plants in Japan even if all of the
country’s nuclear power plants were

shut down. The blackouts start to
look like a big conspiracy to impress
people with the necessity of nuclear
power, even after this horrific man-
made disaster.

The chaos of the power cuts has
exposed the incapacity of the elec-
trical industry to care for the needs
of the people. Not only Tepco, but all
the electricity and power generating
companies should be taken into
public ownership under democratic
workers’ control and management.
This is the key to changing the nu-
clear power-oriented policy which
does not care about people’s health
and lives but serves the interests of
big business.

Business enthusiasm for
nuclear power ‘undimmed’

John Sharpe

Despite the wunfolding nuclear
catastrophe in Japan, bosses in
the UK nuclear power industry are
determined to press ahead with
the building of five new nuclear
power stations with at least ten new
reactors, costing a staggering £50
billion.

Vincent de Rivaz, chief of French
multinational EDE is confident that
the construction of plants at Hinkley
Point, Somerset, and Sizewell, Suf-
folk, will proceed. His enthusiasm
“was undimmed”. Neither is his en-
thusiasm for the profits to be made
along with selling plants to China
and India.

The programme was drawn up by
the previous New Labour govern-
ment, after a u-turn by Tony Blair’s
cabinet and his then energy secre-
tary Ed Miliband.

Lib Dem energy minister, Chris
Huhne has commissioned a report
from chief nuclear inspector Dr
Mike Weightman into the safety of
nuclear power generation.

In 2007 Huhne said: “Nuclear is a
tried, tested and failed technology
and the government must stop
putting time, effort and subsidies

into this outdated industry.”

Since getting his backside onto
a cabinet seat he became a cheer-
leader for the nuclear power build-
ing programme “as part of the mix”
Reportedly, officials in Whitehall
are privately trying to reassure en-
ergy firms and their contractors that
the nuclear programme is not under
threat.

Huhne, like some environmen-
talists, believes that the threat of
climate change means that ‘carbon
neutral’ nuclear power has a role to
play.

But as Walt Patterson of think tank
Chatham House observed: “Nuclear
power needs climate change more
than climate change needs nuclear
power.”

In contrast, the German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel, faced with mass
demonstrations and with elections
looming, has shut down seven of
Germany’s oldest reactors.

She told the German parliament:
“When, in Japan, the apparently im-
possible becomes possible and the
absolutely unlikely reality, then the
situation changes.” Indeed.

There are regularly earthquakes in
Britain (very small ones) and there
have been tsunamis (a long time
ago) but there are also increasingly

violent storms and floods. Nuclear
reactors in Britain aren’t necessarily
immune from a natural disaster. In
any case the two most serious nu-
clear disasters - Three Mile Island
and Chernobyl - weren’t caused by
natural disasters but by technical
failures within the plant.

In the deregulated energy sec-
tor can you trust cost cutting, profit
hungry multinationals to avoid all
technical failures?

The question of how to safely store
long term nuclear waste (for tens
of thousands of years) has still not
been resolved despite many dec-
ades of debate. Big business refuses
to foot the bill.

When things go wrong it is work-
ers, like those firefighters in Japan,
who heroically risk their health and
their lives to try to prevent a catas-
trophe.

The thousands of workers in the
nuclear energy industry have a vi-
tal role to play in the (horrendously
expensive) decommissioning of old
plants, the safe treatment of toxic
waste and the development of alter-
natives.

And for a safe, clean, alternative
energy programme we need the
working class to make decisions, not
pro-big business politicians.



