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Unison - name
the day for
action

Many members of Britain’s biggest public sector union, Unison,
were disappointed that they could not take action with fellow
trade unionists on 30 June against the attacks on public sector
pensions.

Left groups in Unison, including the Socialist Party, wrote this
motion (below) calling on Unison’s leadership to name the
day for strike action which needs to be coordinated with other
unions. If Unison, Unite and GMB take action alongside the
PCS and teaching unions this would see four million workers
on strike in the autumn.

he call from this year’s National Delegate Conference was
clegr: prepare for sustained, coordinated national industrial
action over pensions. In his conference speech, our general
heod secreta)ry, Dave Prer_wtis, said “If this government fails to
e f)ur warnings, to negotiate in good faith, | say to David C
erc“m, You ain’t seen nothing yet.’ , o
_ We will strike to defend our pensions: a campaign of strike action
without preced_ent. Our preparations are well advanced, but there j
more to do. Strike action will need to be sustained Thé fight of p
lives may be an overused cliche, but that is what th'is is.” o
Buj( U_mson’s_experience in building for 26 March sh(.nws that k
Fo building confidence and delivering activity in the workplace is ha(\e/y
Ing a concrete date to aim for. That is why we are calling on Dave_

4 '

Workers fighting cuts need candidates they can vote for photo Paul Mattsson

E;(Ialniis and our national executive to name a date for a national
ot and to name a date for the first day of strike action - if other

unions such as PCS, NUT, UCU etc
Dledgs to o e g0 out on 4 October, we should

We therefore resolve to:
® Complete the update of our m i
: embership recor:
an Industrial Action Ballot on pensions. P 1% and prepare for
® Call on the National Executive Committee (NEC)
seqretary t.o announce a ballot and name a date for
ful industrial action should be coordinated with othe

® Call for an Emergency Region i
al Council, as s
debate the motion set out above. °on

and the general
action. Any law-
r unions.

as possible, to

Paula Mitchell

Many trade unionists recognise
that as well as using their industrial
might to fight the cuts, and joining
up with community campaigners
in local anti-cuts alliances, there is
also a political dimension to the an-
ti-cuts movement. How do people
fight the cuts at an election?

Although big numbers of workers

T

When your Unison branch passes the motion send a copy to
the regional secretary, regional convenor, regional head of
service group, general secretary: d.prentis@unison.co.uk and
president: e.smith@unison.co.uk

Copies please to: unisonpensionsaction@gmail.com

want to punish the Tories and Lib
Dems, simply voting Labour does
not provide the alternative to cuts.
Labour councils across Britain have
voted for massive cuts and are pre-
siding over service closures and job
losses.

In government they would carry
out much the same programme as
the Tories, they simply say that the

Tamil Solidarity Old
Trafford protest

Keerlikhan
Tamil Solidarity

Tamil Solidarity organised a protest
outside Lancashire County Cricket
Club when Sri Lanka played Eng-
land on 9 July. We leafleted all the
gates, giving out nearly 2,000 leaf-
lets.

Up to 50, mainly young people,
turned out to the protest, There
were several trade unionists, a doz-
en from Liverpool, and many from
around Greater Manchester. Several
heard about the protest through the
Tamil Solidarity Facebook event.
Others, who came to watch the
match, helped our protest and leaf-
leted other cricket fans.

We demanded: equal rights now,
an end to all discrimination and
racism, justice for victims of the war,
and massive creation of jobs and
housing in Sri Lanka.

Outside the busiest club gate, we
held two banners seen by every-
one coming from the Metrolink or
United’s car-parking. One of them
says “Massacres not forgotten”
and “40,000 Tamils killed in three
weeks”; the other says “Stop the
discrimination” and “Cricket for
everyone”. Our placards’ slogans

1S GENOCIDE!

included, “Workers’ rights now’
“Equal rights now” and “Punish the
war criminals’

Our leaflet announced a Tamil
Solidarity national public meeting
which is part of the Socialism 2011
weekend, ‘Where is Sri Lanka go-
ing? How can we organise?’ Sunday
6 November, 1-3pm, University of
London Union, Malet Street, Lon-
don WCIE 7HY

Con-Dem cuts are “too far, too fast”.
There are no council elections (bar
by-elections) in London until 2014,
although as council cuts really bite
and more workers and communi-
ties rise up against them, pressure
could mount on councillors to re-
sign in numbers.

May 2012

But in May 2012 there are elections
for the Greater London Assembly
and London Mayor. There are three
separate parts to the elections: 14
constituency candidates (first past
the post), a London-wide list to
elect eleven seats by a form of pro-
portional representation (PR), and
the election of the mayor (two votes
in order of preference).

The Socialist Party thinks there
is the potential for a serious trade
union-based anti-cuts list and may-
oral candidate. We want to discuss
with any trade union and serious
anti-cuts force that wishes to unite
in standing a working class anti-cuts
alternative.

This could be under a name such
as Trade Unionists and Socialists
Against Cuts, a registered name of
the Trade Unionist and Socialist Co-
alition. TUSC was set up to enable
trade unionists, campaigners and
socialists to stand candidates under
that name, under their own con-
trol, rather than simply appear on
the ballot paper as “independents’,
which they would otherwise have to
do under electoral law.

In a very positive step forward, a
TUSC supporters group in London

2NSions _

RMT transport union has met to be-
gin the debate in the London Trans-
port region about the possibility of
such an electoral challenge. In our
view, the basis for such an agree-
ment must be on a clear anti-cuts
position, in deeds as well as words.

Organised working class
The key would be to bring together
a challenge based on militant sec-
tions of the organised working class,
as well as other anti-cuts campaign-
ers. A serious list could include
trade unionists from London RMT,
FBU, PCS, NUT and UCU unions
who have led the way in taking strike
action over the last year.

These unions have already col-
laborated, along with the National
Shop Stewards Network, in organis-
ing the 23 October anti-cuts demon-
stration last year. The Socialist Party
is part of TUSC, which in the 2011
elections outside of London, stood
180 anti-cuts candidates. This fol-
lowed TUSC 2010 general election
candidates, including in Lewisham,
Walthamstow, Greenwich and Tot-
tenham in London.

Until May 2010, the Socialist Party
had two councillors elected to Lewi-
sham council, with a consistent
anti-cuts, anti-privatisation record.
TUSC declares opposition to all cuts
in public services and puts the case
for a socialist alternative. Candi-
dates are drawn from the best work-
ing class fighters, including active
members of the PCS, Unison, Unite,
FBU, RMT, Aslef, CWU, UCU, NUT,
and NASUWT unions.

A London challenge could build
on the experience of RMT members’
election challenge in 2000 with the
Campaign Against Tube Privatisa-
tion. It could also include students
who fought the fees last winter, anti-
cuts alliances and NHS campaign-
ers. There could be anti-cuts con-
stituency candidates as part of this
challenge, with local groups who
sign up to the TUSC platform hav-
ing the right to run their own cam-
paigns. It could include others who
have stood anti-cuts candidates in
local elections, such as Lewisham
People Before Profit.

In addition to a list, there could
possibly be a mayor candidate. This
is the only way to be in the booklet
that goes to every house, and the
most likely way to access hustings
across London and potentially TV

Needed - a workers' alternative
IN London 2012 elections

and radio coverage. It substantially
increases the profile of the list and
constituency candidates.

This mayor election is again likely
to be a tough battle between Tory
Boris Johnson and Labour Ken Liv-
ingstone, this time in the context of
historic cuts carried out by John-
son’s party, so trade unionists and
campaigners would be able to sec-
ond preference Ken Livingstone.

If such a challenge is achieved,
a working class alternative will be
presented which can articulate the
enormous anger at the historic cuts
to jobs and services. An anti-cuts
alternative could cut across some
of the electoral support for the far-
right, racist BNP, who won an as-
sembly seat in 2008.

This would be clearly anti-racist,
but most importantly, offer an alter-
native to the small layer of working
class people who vote BNP in des-
peration over the ruin of their jobs,
homes, services and communities.
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Capitalism
uncovered

The Socialist Party’s magazine
July-August 2011 issue includes:

@Capitalism uncovered
Lynn Walsh discovers 23 Things
They Don’t Tell You About
Capitalism

®China’s halfway house
Continuing Socialism Today’s
China debate series, Peter
Taaffe analyses ‘Red Capitalism’
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