9 FEATURE

www.socialistparty.org.uk

3-9 November 2011 the Socialist

Why you should join the Socialist Party

he ‘Occupy’ movement has

rapidly spread across the

world. Support for it is huge.

Why? Because of the grow-
ing understanding of the simple
idea that we, the vast majority of hu-
manity, are being forced to pay for a
crisis that is not of our making while
the rich get richer.

Occupy Wall Street websites fea-
ture pictures of ordinary Americans
explaining what makes them part of
the ‘99%’: they can’t pay their mort-
gage because of wage cuts; they
can’t get a job; they can’t pay medi-
cal/education/care fees, and so on.
These are experiences that people
can identify with in many countries
as governments plan further years
of austerity and cuts.

There is a growing comprehen-
sion that, while we not ‘all in it to-
gether’ with the billionaires or the
capitalist politicians who make the
cuts, there is a common experience
among working class and poor peo-
ple across the world.

This movement has made explicit
that it is the majority of people - ‘the
99%’ - who are suffering. And it has
helped to expose what’s happening
at the top. While we worry about the
price of petrol, food and housing,
the number of billionaires world-
wide went up by around 20% over
the last year.

The idea is increasingly under-
stood that capitalism ‘is crisis’;
is brutal inequality, is poverty
and growing impoverishment for
the majority. Modern capitalism
has created the potential for liv-
ing standards beyond the wildest
dreams of our grandparents and
great-grandparents.

But today young people on the
Jarrow to London March for Jobs
have had to retread the footsteps
of their great-grandparents in the
1930s to once again challenge un-
employment and to demand a de-
cent future.

In these protest movements ques-
tions are posed. Why does it have to
be like this? Why is there £60 billion
lying idle in the bank accounts of big
business while workers cannot find
employment? Why are there bricks
and mortar piled up, construction
workers on the dole and five million
requiring decent housing?

Socialists explain that those pro-
testers who condemn capitalism
are right. Capitalism is based on
production for profit and not for
social need. Not only are the major-
ity exploited by the 1%, we create
their wealth. It is as a class system
that capitalism is best explained,
with a capitalist class that privately
owns and controls most production
and wealth, and derives its profits
from the exploitation of the major-
ity - the working class. Most work-
ing class and middle class people,
on the other hand, rely on weekly
or monthly wages - that are being
squeezed - and have relatively little
or no accumulated wealth.

Nice capitalists?

It is not a question of merely con-
vincing the capitalists to behave
more fairly. The collection of unpaid
and avoided taxes by the rich would
more or less make the cuts unneces-
sary. Yet they spend huge sums on
legal and financial advice to avoid
paying taxes, whatever attempts are
made to persuade them to pay.

The banks were bailed out at the
expense of working class people
and the bankers largely kept their
bonuses. Big business pours mil-
lions of pounds into lobbying com-
panies to make sure politicians do
their bidding.

The capitalists are motivated by
the drive to maximize their prof-
its. Capitalism is a blind and cha-
otic system that cannot be run in
the interests of the majority on the
planet. And yet we are told there is

Up to 750,000 people marched against the cuts on 26 March photo Paul Mattsson

‘no alternative’

Socialists believe that within
capitalism are the seeds of a new
way of running society. The enor-
mous wealth that is in the hands of
the ruling classes could be used to
meet the needs of the billions on the
planet but to do so requires taking
their main assets, and their means
of creating more wealth, out of their
hands, into public ownership, and
planning how to use it under dem-
ocratic working class control and
management.

As an example, imagine if the
banks that were nationalised had
been genuinely nationalised - to be
run democratically in the interests
of the overwhelming majority now -

not a handful of billionaires. Young
people could get access to cheap
mortgages, small businesses could
get credit and could take people on.

Imagine if the economy was run
so that the work could be shared
out with no loss of pay to eliminate
the suffering of unemployment; and
mass public, environmentally sus-
tainable works could create jobs as
well as provide homes, services and
develop infrastructure.

Socialists argue that such an al-
ternative is possible but it requires
mass organised working class ac-
tion. As the creators of wealth, work-
ers, when they are organised and
have a determined leadership, have
enormous potential power. In Egypt

it was when the workers joined the
action that Mubarak was forced to
go.
On 26 March and 30 June this year
the working class in Britain showed
a glimpse of its huge strength. It has
the potential to make the cuts un-
workable and to challenge the pow-
er of the government.

We also need a political voice, our
own mass workers’ party that is part
and parcel of the struggle against all
cuts, that can giveita clear direction,
and be a place where discussion
and debate about the alternative to
a system of crisis can take place.

If you agree with us, if you like the
ideas and reports in the Socialist,
then join the Socialist Party today.

Read the Socialist - the paper that fights all the cuts

Bob Severn

The Socialist is a weekly paper that
opposes all cuts to jobs and serv-
ices. Why should we suffer cuts to
pay the bankers’ deficit, while those
very same bankers - many of whom
financially back the Tories - contin-
ue to enjoy a life of luxury?

A campaigning paper

The Socialist is a paper written by
and for workers involved in fight-
ing for better jobs, pay and condi-
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tions. While the big business, profit-
orientated press condemns strikes,
the Socialist supports and provides
a strategy for action to defend and
improve jobs, pay and pensions.
Our paper contains reports from
trade unionists and campaigners on
the frontline of fighting cuts.

New workers’ party

The Socialist is the only paper that
makes the clear call for trade unions
to stop funding New Labour, and
instead back anti-cuts election can-
didates. The Labour Party leader op-
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poses the 30 November public sec-
tor pensions strike. All Labour-led
councils - elected to fight the Tories
- are making cuts in jobs and serv-
ices at the orders of the Con-Dem
government, instead of fighting for
‘needs budgets: Yet the three biggest
unions, Unison, Unite and the GMB,
still give their members’ money to
New Labour.

Labour is now an out-and-out big
business party. We need a party for
the millions, not the millionaires.
This is why the Socialist is backing
the call by leading London RMT
transport union and FBU fire-fight-
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ers’ union members for anti-cuts
candidates in the 2012 London as-
sembly elections.

Students

The Socialist reports the campaign-
ing work by Socialist Students for
free education for all. The Socialist
stands for the scrapping of univer-
sity tuition fees and the restoration
of EMA, and opposes all cuts and
privatisation in education, includ-
ing ‘academies’ and ‘free schools!

Young people

Almost one million young people
are out of work. The Socialist gives
exclusive coverage of the Youth Fight
for Jobs campaign. We have reported
on the Jarrow to London 2012 march,
which finishes on 5 November, and
will continue to support young peo-
ple’s fight for a future with decent
jobs (see pages 5 and 12).

International

The Socialist gives reports by mem-
bers of the Committee for a Work-
ers’ International from across the
world (see page 9). It shows how

you can support struggles in other
countries, including by taking ac-
tion in Britain.

Call for action

The Socialist doesn’t just commen-
tate, but gives a guide to action,
showing how you can support and
take part in fighting the cuts.

Socialist alternative

Capitalism is a failed system. A world
economy based on driving down
workers’ wages and increasing debt
has resulted in catastrophe that all
but the very rich are suffering for.
The Socialist calls for the big cor-
porations’ and banks’ resources to
be taken out of the hands of a few
billionaires and instead put under
the democratic control and owner-
ship of the majority.
Democratically planned econo-
mies would have the potential to
stop hunger, provide decent hous-
ing, education and healthcare for
all, and save the world’s environ-
ment.
If you want to fight against the
cuts and for a socialist alternative,
subscribe to the Socialist today!



