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Alec Thraves
Swansea Trades Union Council

n the last 12 months the de-

struction of the NHS, the pro-

posed privatisation of Royal

Mail, the disappearance of vital
council services in whole swathes
of the country, together with the
scandals of blacklisting and zero-
hour contracts, have contributed
to a seething anger which is reflect-
ed even in the most conservative of
union conferences, the Trades Un-
ion Congress.

There was jubilation at last year’s
TUC, when the motion from the
Prison Officers’ Association calling
on the General Council to investi-
gate the practicalities of a general
strike was overwhelmingly carried.

However, the General Council has
since done zilch to turn this into ac-
tion. Almost as soon as the motion
was passed, the more right-wing
trade union leaders began to pour
scorn on the idea.

This includes Unison general sec-
retary Dave Prentis. But even this
trade union tortoise has now pub-
licly demanded coordinated strikes
against low pay!

Bank of England board member
Prentis hasn’t suddenly become
a socialist fighter. He is obviously
feeling the pressure from his mem-
bers - public sector workers who've
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suffered a four-year pay freeze and
seen hundreds of thousands of their
workmates lose their jobs.

The obvious support for the idea
of a 24-hour general strike was re-
flected at the packed National Shop
Stewards Network rally at the start
of this year’s TUC.

The defeat for the Tory warmon-
gers over intervention in Syria has
shown up the weakness of the mil-
lionaires’ coalition. There is a grow-
ing feeling now that united indus-
trial action could inflict a bloody
defeat on them.

If there was any sort of opposi-
tion from Labour then this coalition
wouldn’t limp through to 2015. But
Labour has revealed more than ever
which class it serves.

The obviously false charges
against Unite in Falkirk have been
used by the Labour hierarchy as a
pretext to remove the residual influ-
ence of the trade unions within the
party.

Ed Miliband, arrogantly brushing
aside the leaders of the trade union
movement, says they are proceed-
ing with the special conference for
this purpose.

But the party hierarchy has been
forced to admit, as were the police
to whom they handed the accusa-
tions, there was no wrongdoing by
Unite! There couldn’t be a clearer
signal of Labour’s pride in slapping
down the organised working class to

appease its big business friends.

All remaining Labour-supporting
unions should boycott Miliband’s
conference and instead use the oc-
casion to begin working with other

National Shop Stewards Network supporters lobby the TUC to call a general strike photo A Hill

trade unionists, like the RMT and
the Trade Unionist and Socialist Co-
alition (TUSC) to create a new, mass
working class party where trade
unionists and socialist policies are
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-Gall a 24-hour general strike
» New mass workers’ party needed

welcomed with open arms and not
treated with contempt.
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Disaffiliate from pro-capitalist Labour

n a speech at the 2013 congress of the

TUC, PCS president Janice Godrich set

out the reality of Austerity Britain: 13 mil-

lion people live in poverty, up by a million
since the Coalition came to power; 1.8 million
families are on housing waiting lists; half a
million people are now reliant on food banks;
one million workers are languishing on zero-
hour contracts; 2.5 million are unemployed
and 6.8 million more people are looking for
more work.

This is the context for a key debate at the
TUC congress - the question of coordinated
action against austerity and the general
strike - and the reason why the right-wing
trade union leadership cannot smother it.

Ed Miliband’s speech at the TUC has
brought another issue to the fore - the rela-
tionship between the unions and Labour. It
follows a summer which has seen debate on
the issue rumble on, sparked by the Falkirk
dispute which saw Labour accuse Unite,
Britain’s biggest union and Labour’s biggest
backer, of unfairly attempting to influence the
outcome of the selection process.

No case of wrongdoing was found against
Unite either by the police or by an internal in-
quiry. But that did not stop Miliband launch-
ing a terminal attack on the trade union bloc
affiliation to the Labour Party, dancing, as he
does, to the Tories’ and big business’ tune.
He wants individual trade unionists to ‘opt-in’
to supporting Labour.

This is to be debated at a special Labour
conference in the spring.

The Falkirk affair was not just an outra-
geous attack on the unions. Ending trade
unions’ collective voice within the Labour
Party represents the conclusion of the po-
litical transformation of Labour from a party
based on workers but with a pro-capitalist
leadership, into an out and out pro-big busi-
ness party.

Trade union affiliation (when democrati-
cally exercised by union members) enshrined
the ability of the working class through the
unions to control its political representatives.

While Labour will undoubtedly miss the
significant amounts of money it receives
from the unions - the GMB for example
is to cut its affiliation from £1.2 million to
£150,000 - the proposals pose a much
more fundamental question: how can the
working class control its political repre-
sentatives? How can workers, through the
unions, their main organisations, have a
collective political voice?

The trade unions still have a 49% share
of the Labour conference vote (down from
90%). However, changes have meant con-
ferences no longer have any say over party
policy. But Miliband is under pressure from
the Tories and the Blairites to remove even
these vestiges of the affiliated trade unions’
collective voice within the party.

“Radicalism”

In a recent article left-wing writer Owen Jones
calls on Labour to dramatically change its
programme and to provide “more radicalism”
and “bread-and-butter socialism”. But he sets
out no mechanism by which the Labour lead-
ership can be forced to change course from
its current position - which is to maintain the
Con-Dems’ devastating cuts if Labour comes
to power after the 2015 general election.

In the past trade union branches would
send delegates to constituency Labour par-
ties, which were a forum to debate policy and
influence national decisions.

The introduction of ‘one member one vote’
in 1994 and other measures overturned this
democratic structure. Since then party mem-
bership has fallen dramatically, particularly
following the Labour government’s invasion
of Iraq, but contributed to by Labour’s intro-
duction of tuition fees, initiation of privatisa-
tion in the NHS and maintenance of the anti-
trade union laws.

Unite at least had a plan of recruiting
thousands to the Labour party in order to try
and reclaim it for the working class. But the
union’s strategy was seriously challenged

when the small number of Labour councillors
who defied the local leaderships and voted
against cuts were suspended or expelled
from Labour groups and the party. In Falkirk
this strategy of Unite came across a further
barrier.

The Socialist Party believes that the Labour
Party cannot be reclaimed. New Labour has
closed all the democratic avenues that once
existed. We argue that a new mass workers’
party is needed to give workers a collective
political voice.

Unfortunately, despite all the abuse from
Labour leaders towards the unions, the Unite
leadership has not come out clearly against
Miliband’s attempts to destroy the remnants
of a collective voice for the trade union move-
ment. However, Unite leader Len McCluskey
was correct when he recently said: “The rela-
tionship that we have with the Labour Party
is on a collective basis. That's what trade
unions operate on - collectivism - and it's
important that people don’t try to [change]
collectivism to individualism”.

Len needs to draw the necessary conclu-
sions from this and lead his union in oppo-
sition to Miliband. The members of affiliated
unions should be allowed to debate the ques-
tion of disaffiliation and all trade unionists
should debate how the political funds are
used. Non-political trade unionism is not the
answer.

Len is not the only leader of an affiliated un-
ion to react to Miliband’s attack. GMB general
secretary Paul Kenny responded to the right-
wing press, smashing the idea that it is some-
how undemocratic for the unions to affiliate to
Labour. He correctly made the point that trade
unions have many more members than all the
main political parties put together!

Miliband has attempted to paint the pro-
posed move to individual affiliations as a
beautiful flowering of democracy within the
Labour party. But it is a deliberate step to re-
move trade union influence inside the party.

Given the degree to which political parties
are discredited and distrusted most people

will struggle to share Miliband’s mass mem-
bership vision for his party. According to the
latest British Social Attitudes survey more
people are saying they are interested in poli-
tics while scepticism towards parties has also
increased. Only 18% said they trusted the
government to regularly place the country’s
needs above their own party’s interests.

Support

One indication of support for building a work-
ers’ political voice within the affiliated unions
came at the 2012 manufacturing conference
of the GMB. Socialist Party member Tony
Mulhearn received a standing ovation when
he addressed the members. In his speech
he castigated Labour for offering no alter-
native to Tory cuts and said: “If they are not
prepared to fight to defend our class with
the same determination that Cameron and
Osborne defend their class then the trade
unions should break the link and set about
creating a genuine party of the working class.

“Already candidates standing on the no-
cuts platform of the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition are making their mark in
elections. | stood in the Liverpool mayoral
campaign, and won nearly 5,000 votes, com-
ing ahead of the Tories and Ukip.

“Such a party could be dedicated to de-
fending the gains established in the post war
period, repealing trade union laws and fight-
ing for the establishment of a just civilised
socialist society where everyone could share
in the fabulous wealth currently in the hands
of the top 1%.”

All Miliband’s talk of a ‘different vision’, of
‘one nation’ and about ‘working people’ can-
not hide the fact that Labour is committed
to maintaining the capitalist system which
means anti-working class policies.

Only fundamental change to how society is
run in a socialist direction and the building
of mass organisations of the working class to
make that change can bring relief from this
misery.

TUC congress dominated by questions of joint action and links to Labour Party

Neil Cafferky

“Your policies seem contradictory
and they're confusing people. Can
we get a clear answer: are you for
or against austerity?” This question
put by PCS president Janice Godrich
to Labour leader Ed Miliband gar-
nered the biggest applause at the
TUC congress so far.

Increasing the confusion, Mili-
band replied that he was opposed to
the coalition’s austerity programme
but confirmed that Labour would
stick to Tory spending limits in or-
der to appear “credible’.

The congress has been dominated
by two questions - one is coordinat-
ed action in the autumn and two is
the question of the trade unions’ re-
lationship to the Labour Party in the
light of events in Falkirk.

The congress began with the
NSSN lobby which attracted hun-
dreds of trade union reps from
around the country to push the idea
of general strike action.

This was reflected in the halls of
the congress in the debate around
motion 54, put by the transport
union RMT, on fighting austerity.
This included the idea of coordi-
nated action.

In a rousing speech, RMT general
secretary Bob Crow made the case
for a general strike as a part of this
strategy, asking: “if the FBU are out,
if the NUT are out and if the PCS are
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On the NSSN lobby at the beginning of the congress photo Alison Hill

out, then why can’t we all be out?”
In the debate, the division be-
tween left and right was clearly
seen. Mary Bousted from the teach-
ing union ATL, for example, called
the idea of a general strike ‘daft. She
said: “There’s more chance of the
Con-Dems changing their austerity
policies than there is of the TUC or-

ganising general strike action.”
Janice Godrich rejected this by
saying that general strike action was
not daft or deluded but determined.
PCS vice-president John Mclnally
said that there should be no place in
the trade union movement for that
kind of cynicism. In his contribu-
tion supporting a motion by Unison
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general secretary David Prentice on
anti-austerity campaigning, John
raised the need for a coordinated
pay claim across the public sector,
backed up by coordinated strike ac-
tion if necessary.

PCS delegate Lee Vernon, in the
discussion on organising young
workers, received big applause

when he said that when unions or-
ganise and fight they are more at-
tractive to young members and that
the trade unions should work close-
ly with organisations like Youth
Fight for Jobs to improve the lives of
young workers.

In his speech Ed Miliband made
passing reference to the dispute
with Unite around the events in
Falkirk. But it was those events that
dominated discussions on the side-
lines of the conference.

The job of one of the suspend-
ed Labour Party members, Stevie
Deans, is under threat. There has
been discussion about possible
strike action in defence of his job at
the Grangemouth oil refinery.

The Socialist Party leaflet on the
trade unions and the Labour Party
has had a fantastic reception with
many delegates agreeing with our
position.

It appears from the fringe meet-
ings that Unite’s position is hard-
ening against Miliband’s attacks on
collectivism.

In one fringe meeting, Jennie
Formby, Unite’s national politi-
cal officer, said that collectivism is
“non-negotiable” The Socialist Party
leaflet made clear that if Miliband'’s
proposals do go through unions
should: “break the link with New
Labour and form a new worker-
based party which would reflect un-
ion policies and keep the collective
strength of workers’ organisations.”

Have you got news for us? Phone us on 020 8988 8777 editors@socialistparty.org.uk fax: 020 8988 8787. editor Sarah Sachs-Eldridge, international news Dave Carr, letters/reviews Roger Shrives,

workplace news Alison Hill, campaigns/party news Bob Severn, news/youth news/sales Sarah Wrack, photographer Paul Mattsson. DEADLINE: Friday before publication date. Urgent news - Monday
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The government’s Alice
in Wongaland recovery

Alistair Tice

Following a series of improved
economic data and forecasts
over summer, Tory Chancellor
George Osborne announced on 9
September that Britain’s economy
was “turning the corner” He claimed
that signs of economic recovery in
the last six months vindicated his
fiscal (austerity) policies and that
“those in favour of Plan B have lost
the argument.”

Such optimism follows a “Boom
Britain” headline last month in the
London Evening Standard which
pointed to “surging manufactur-
ing output, strong car sales, rising
property prices and record retail
figures”.

Well, there’s certainly no eco-
nomic recovery for the majority of
us. According to the Trade Union
Congress, average pay has fallen
6.3% in real terms over the last five
years. Working 40 hours a week,
the average worker is over £30 a
week worse off after inflation than
in 2008. One million have been un-
employed for over a year, 1.5 million
part-time workers want full-time
work and over a million are on zero-
hours contracts.

Recovery for who?

It’s not surprising then that despite
the Tory propaganda most people
don’t feel better off. A YouGov poll
last month found that only 10% of
people thought that economic im-
provement had benefitted people
on middle and lower incomes. 70%
thought it had not.

So what is happening in the econ-
omy? Is there a recovery or not?
After revised GDP figures, Britain
apparently avoided a ‘triple-dip’ re-
cession and has recorded 0.3% and
0.7% growth in the first two quarters
of this year, with forecasts of 0.9%
for the third quarter. Is that enough
growth to record a dip?

One commentator has described
the ‘recovery’ as “Alice in Wonga-
land” because of the 70% rise in
payday loans over the last year
There are now one million families
taking out such loans every month.
And half a million people have gone

'

Oshorne claims the economy has turned a corner - into a dead end?

to food banks in the last year.

The head of market analysis at a
foreign exchange firm said: “This
growth is the result of debt-fuelled
consumer spending, underpinned
by a drop in the savings ratio and
higher house prices” Indeed,
fuelled by the government’s Fund-
ing for Lending and Help to Buy
schemes, there are fears of a new
housing bubble with prices rising
over 5% in the last year.

Reality

Pointing to manufacturing outputin
June, July and August’s Purchasing
Managers Index reaching a two
and a half year high, the Con-Dems
claim that the economic recovery is
broad-based and sustainable.

Let’s put these figures in perspec-

tive. Britain’s GDP is still 2.9% below
its peak before the recession. Manu-
facturing output is still 10% below
its 2008 level.

Business investment last year was
10% below 2010. Despite a 25% fall
in sterling making British exports
cheaper, July’s trade deficit doubled
to £3.1 billion with exports to the
EU flat and to the rest of the world
falling.

Tory hopes of economic recovery
are likely to be dashed against the
continued fall in real living standards
as Osborne’s back-loaded cuts hit
even harder and “the slowdown in
the emerging markets [China, India,
Brazil], the possibility of further
turbulence in the eurozone, and the
risk that instability in the Middle East
will push up oil prices” (Osborne’s
own words!).

Zero faith in Labour on

Helen Pattison
East London Socialist Party

New research by Unite the Union
has found that as many as 5.5 mil-
lion workers could be on zero-hour
contracts.

Thisis ascandal and a bigincrease
from the 250,000 suggested by the
Office for National Statistics survey
in July. That figure was believed to
be accurate until a week later when
it was revealed that Sports Direct
alone employed 20,000 people on
the contracts. Half of all workers un-
der 30 are thought to be affected.

Ed Miliband travelled all the way
to TUC congress on 10 September to
say: “we must stop flexibility being
used as the excuse for exploitation”

This just shows what hypocrites he

and the Labour Party are. They have
only now chosen to speak out against
the controversial contracts which
were also widely used under the last
Labour government. And Newham
all-Labour council employs 546
people on zero-hours contracts. La-
bour-controlled councils in Tower
Hamlets, Ealing, Brent, Merton and
Hounslow, are also using them.

Labour’s plans to guarantee set
hours unless workers opt-out will
have little impact. Un-unionised
workers who don’t want to opt-out
will be shown the door by bullying
bosses.

Many practices that are illegal go
on in un-organised workplaces -
workers are forced to work without
a break, are underpaid for the hours
they work and essentially fired for
trying to join trade unions by having

Zero-nours

their hours cut to nothing.

Youth Fight for Jobs, through the
Sick Of Your Boss? initiative, is help-
ing young workers to organise in
their workplaces and build the trade
unions to stop practices like these.

We can’t rely on the Labour Party
to come to our rescue. The only way
to end zero-hour contracts, to end
wages less than the cost of living and
stop soaring unemployment and
underemployment is for the trade
unions to organise a united fight-
back. Strike action by members of
the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers
Union brought about the scrapping
of zero-hour contracts at Hovis in
Wigan.

We need a united effort to organ-
ise young workers on zero-hours
contracts, but also against all the
cuts and attacks on workers’ rights.

_Join the fightback! Join the Socialists!

E www.socialistparty.org.uk « Phone 020 8988 8777 « Text 07761 818206

Their homes..

27 %

of parents with children aged 21 to 40
still have at least one adult child living
at home, according to research by the
National Housing Federation (NHF).
Unsurprisingly, two thirds say this is be-
cause of the price of housing. 23% say
the situation causes them stress.

10 year

high in the number of families being
put into B&B accommodation. At the
end of June 2,090 families were living
in B&Bs for temporary accommodation
while councils tried to house them. This
is an 8% increase on the same time last
year.

B&Bs are supposed to be used only
as emergency accommodation and for
a short period but a third of the fami-
lies had been there for longer than six
weeks.

65

new homes were started or acquired by
councils using money from Right to Buy
sales from April to June 2013. That's
even fewer than the 844 new homes
built in the entire preceding year and
is despite £129 million worth of sales
under the scheme.

The relaunch of Right to Buy, where
social tenants can buy their proper-
ties at a discount of up to £75,000 (in-
creased to £100,000 in London after
an initial low take-up), was supposed
to be a solution to the housing crisis.
Unlike under Margaret Thatcher’s origi-
nal scheme, the income from sales is
now allowed to fund the building of new
homes.

But clearly that doesn’'t guarantee
building happens.

30%

of market value now counts as ‘afford-
able’ rent. Tory Mayor of London, Boris
Johnson, has introduced policy which
forces councils in the capital to abide
by this upper limit provided by the gov-
ernment, overriding opposition on the
London Assembly from those who rec-
ognise that this means pricing all but
the richest out of London.

rise in house prices in the last year. The

average cost of buying a house in Eng-
land and Wales is now £164,000.

£105m

is how much you’d have to pay to get
your hands on what has been called “ar-
guably the best private house to become
available in prime central London in the
past quarter of a century.” The mansion,
located in central London but away from
any roads or public walkways, includes
six bedrooms, five bathrooms, seven re-
ception rooms, a 48-foot drawing room
and over half an acre of land.

£21,000

was claimed for a move to a new flat
by Liberal Democrat MP for Cardiff Cen-
tral Jenny Willott over the 2012-2013
period. It would be nice for us all to
have that sort of help with the cost of
moving house - unfortunately the rest
of us have to pay for it out of our exist-
ing income - which for MPs isn’t exactly
small. Willott had the highest expenses
claim of any Welsh MP with a grand to-
tal of £57,384.55.
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Teaching unions prepare for
campaign of autumn strikes

Martin Powell-Davies
Member of the NUT national
executive

Teaching unions NUT and NAS-
UWT have confirmed the dates of
regional strike action. On Tuesday
1 October there will be strike action
in the Eastern, East Midlands, West
Midlands, Yorkshire and Humber-
side regions and on Thursday 17
October, strike action in North East,
London, South East and South West
regions.

A decision as to whether to in-
clude Wales in the regional action is
still to be finalised.

A one-day national strike is
scheduled before the end of the au-
tumn term, likely to be towards the
end of November.

Now every school rep and Local
Association [NUT branch] needs to

urgently get this news out to members
and build for the firmest action pos-
sible on the two regional strike days.

As I have consistently argued
on the executive ever since Edu-
cation Secretary Gove announced
his performance-pay attacks back
in December, the intolerable pres-
sures in most schools mean that
teachers will overwhelmingly sup-
port a clear call from their unions
to take action.

Build on success
The solid strike across the North West
on 27 June confirmed that. Now NUT
and NASUWT members in the rest of
England have their chance to build on
that success in the two regional strike
days in October.

We must then aim for a complete
shutdown of schools - and more be-
sides if we can persuade other un-

ions to join with us - when we take
national strike action in November.

We must also make clear to Gove,
and to teachers, that this time we’re
not just going to make a protest and
then step back. If Gove refuses to re-
treat, we have to announce a further
calendar of action for 2014, perhaps
stepping up to a two-day national
strike.

The harsh reality of Gove’s per-
formance-pay regime may quickly
be brought home when dates start
being set for appraisal review meet-
ings. Some teachers will again be
under pressure to accept objec-
tives linked to unachievable targets.
Under some pay policies, ‘failure’
could mean no pay progression in
2014.

We need to encourage staff to col-
lectively refuse both unacceptable
targets and unacceptable pay poli-
cies. If we end up trying to defend

teachers just through individual
pay appeals, we'll collapse under a
mountain of casework. That’s why
some Associations, including my
own in Lewisham, are preparing for
sustained local action over new pay
policies, alongside the calendar of
national action.

With a bold plan of action, reach-
ing out to parents too, we can defeat
this divided government.

e Saturday 14 September: NUT/
NASUWT rallies for education,
11am in London and Nottingham.

e Saturday 21 September: NUT/
NASUWT rallies for education,
11am in Cambridge and Exeter.

¢ Monday 30 September: Closing
date for nominations for NUT
national officers. Martin is seeking
nominations to stand for NUT vice-
president. For more information
see: electmartinl.blogspot.com

Fighting prison
privatisation

lain Dalton

Around 100 prison officers’ un-
ion POA members at HMP Leeds
held a gate meeting on 5 Sep-
tember, to discuss the govern-
ment announcement about four
prisons closing by the end of the
financial year. The four prisons
are Northallerton, Blundeston,
Dorchester and Reading.

As Richard Chamberlain, Leeds
POA branch chair, pointed out
when he introduced the meet-
ing, these closures will worsen the
growing problem of overcrowding.

Most prisons are operating
way above their Certified Nor-
mal Accommodation (CNA), for
example Leeds has a CNA of 826,
but as of February 2013 had an
average population of 1,155.

The prison population has in-
creased from 43,000 in 1993 to
over 86,000 in 2013 while staffing
levels have remained static.

Leeds is being sent ‘overflow’
prisoners from the recently pri-
vatised HMP Birmingham. Bir-
mingham had been similarly
overcrowded, although now it is
run by the private sector, its pop-
ulation has been reduced down
to its CNA so as not to incur hefty
penalty charges.

The mood of staff was very an-
gry, with discussions about what
kind of action POA members
could take to resist these attacks,
which the branch and the union
as a whole will no doubt be dis-
cussing further.

POA members also walked out
to hold protest meetings at Blun-
deston in Suffolk, Liverpool, Lan-
caster Farms, Frankland, Risley
and many more prisons across
the country.

Housing workers strike again

Chris Newby and Helen Pattison

One Housing Group (OHG) work-
ers blowing vuvuzelas and whistles
and waving Unite flags and placards
made sure that no-one in Chalk
Farm, north London, was unaware
of their latest five day strike. Add
Unite’s giant inflatable rat and the
union sound system and the picket
line really was unmissable.

OHG workers also held picket
lines in Wandsworth, south Lon-
don, Enfield and Caledonian Road,
north London.

The strike was called as manage-
ment refused to back down over
their plans to slash frontline work-
ers’ wages by up to 25%, meaning
some workers losing up to £8,000.

Unite housing workers’ branch
LE1111 has seen membership grow

The lively picket line in Chalk Farm photo Arti Dillon

LS

among OHG workers as a result
of the fighting stand taken by the
union. This was reflected by an in-
creased number of workers out on
strike and an increased determina-
tion to stop management’s attacks.

Why does a not-for-profit organi-
sation, which has huge reserves, is
making money and has funding se-
cured for years to come, cut wages
by £8,000? The answer is that the
bosses don’t care about the service.
They only care about bonuses and
their own pay packets.

Despite a real downpour on the
last strike day the mood was not
dampened. One striker who was
preparing for future action said they
would probably have to have picket
lines in the snow.

The picket line was also visited
by many trade unionists and other
supporters bringing messages of

support. These included Steve Hed-
ley, assistant general secretary of
the RMT, who raised the desperate
need for a new mass workers’ party.

This was met by loud applause,
as were the comments of Helen
Pattison, Sick of Your Boss cam-
paign organiser, when she spoke
of the campaign against zero-hour
contracts.

Rob Williams, bringing a message
of support from the National Shop
Stewards Network, also received
loud cheers when he spoke about
the need for a one-day general
strike.

The message from this latest
set of strikes, this is now the elev-
enth strike day, is that the workers
backed up by their union are even
more determined to win this dis-
pute and stop these massive attacks
going through.

Yorkshire Ambulance: The battle against union derecognition

Leeds Socialist Party

Around 40 Unite members and
supporters protested outside York-
shire Ambulance Service (YAS)
headquarters near Wakefield on 3
September. The protest, outside an
extraordinary board meeting of the
trust, demanded the re-recognition
of Unite as well as full training of

Emergency Care Assistants (ECA) to
the level of technicians with the cor-
rect rate of pay for that job.

Debbie Wilkinson, YAS Unite
branch secretary explained that: “The
Trust say they derecognised us be-
cause we weren't constructive dur-
ing the initial stages of the review” In
other words Unite didn't roll over and
accept the imposition of staff who
have only been through a few weeks’

training to crew ambulances instead
of technicians or paramedics with
much longer training periods.

ECAs earn less than technicians
and paramedics. This attack on pa-
tient safety as well as the jobs of am-
bulance service staff is part of a £46
million package of cuts.

Debbie also pointed to the irony
of the Trust derecognising Unite
for raising concerns over patient

safety at around the same time as
the Francis report into Mid Staffs
NHS Trust advocated that NHS staff
should do just that!

The battle continues in YAS
NHS Trust with a further pro-
test organised for 24 September
at 8.30am outside Cutler’'s Hall,
Church Street, Sheffield, S1 1HG.
The branch can also be followed on
twitter @UniteYASmembers.

In brief

Blacklisting

The TUC has called a day of action
against blacklisting on 20 Novem-
ber. They are planning a lobby of
Parliament, the Scottish Parlia-
ment and the Welsh Assembly as
well as a number of other protests.
The scandal of blacklisting in

the construction and offshore oil
industries has now been compre-
hensively exposed and the idea of
a day of action is a good one. But it
would be much better if the day of
action was linked to united strike
action against this major attack on
workers’ livelihoods.

In it together?

Unison, GMB and Unite trade
unions at Warrington Council have
challenged proposals for a senior
management restructure. This

is being considered at a council
meeting on 9 September.

The proposals mean pay increases
of up to £10,275 a year for some
of the senior managers (between
4% and 13%.) This is far above
the 1% national pay award for
everyone else.

The council has attempted to jus-
tify this on the grounds that senior
managers have taken on more
responsibility.

But the trade unions have pointed
out that staff cuts have meant
the whole workforce has taken on
more responsibilities.

The unions have organised a pro-
test at the council meeting.

Beer supply threat

Workers at KNDL delivery company
are on a 24-hour strike on 11-12
September. 85% of workers voted
to strike over the company’s plans
to reorganise 29 depots into three
super hubs, threatening jobs.

The strike will disrupt deliveries to
many pubs, clubs and hotels.

The workers’ union Unite is warn-
ing of further action if the company
continues to refuse to negotiate.

School strike

Support staff, members of GMB
and Unison, at an inner city school
in Leicester took strike action on 4
September against plans to halve
the number of teaching assistants
(TAs).

Last term there were three days
of strike action by teachers in the
NUT at Uplands junior school.
These were over grievances
against the headteacher and man-
agement and included opposition
to the cuts in the numbers of TAs.
Cuts in support staff are taking
place at schools across the coun-
try. The workers at Uplands have
shown that it is possible to fight. A
united struggle can win!

Steve Score

City Link

RMT members working for trans-
port company City Link have voted
by nine to one for strike action
against the company’s plans to
attack working conditions. City Link
was sold off this year by Rentokil
Initial to private equity group Better
Capital who certainly seem to be
trying to live up to their name.

The RMT is considering the next
stage.

Website

For more industrial and trade
union news see www.socialistparty.
org.uk
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NSSN calls for mass anti-cuts action

Nick Chaffey
Socialist Party southern region
secretary

oiling anger at austerity is

pointing towards an au-

tumn of important battles

and the ever-growing call
for the TUC to name the date for a
24-hour general strike. This will be
the conclusion of hundreds of trade
union activists who attended the
National Shop Stewards Network
(NSSN) rally and lobby at the TUC
on 8 September.

Opening the rally NSSN national
secretary Linda Taaffe said: “A 24-
hour coordinated strike is the clear-
est way to send a message to the
government. It's no good waiting
for Labour. The NSSN calls on the
TUC and the trade unions to build
a mighty force that can make Cam-
eron retreat.”

“The NSSN rally” said PCS presi-
dent Janice Godrich, “has become a
regular event at the TUC, setting the
tone and a fighting agenda to turn
words into action this year”

It was a rally that brought together
TUC delegates and up to 300 activ-
ists to hear contributions from mem-
bers of the TUC general council, Bob
Crow, union general secretaries Steve
Gillan for the POA, Ronnie Draper
from the bakers’ union BFAWU and
Ian Lawrence from NAPO the proba-
tion officers, with activists from many
unions and campaigns.

There was no doubt that with the
attacks raining down, with battles

Hovis victory

Chancellor Osborne has argued
that cuts to the public sector

would pave the way for growth in
the private sector. This myth was
demolished by Ronnie Draper,
general secretary of the bakers
union BFAWU: “We have achieved
nothing without a fight, nothing has
ever been given. Workers at Hovis
in Wigan have been on a week-long
strike, defending their jobs against
the introduction of zero-hour con-
tracts. They have won a victory with
24 workers given full time jobs.”
But the battle continues. There is
further action on 11 September
against the use of agencies -
which allows zero-hour contracts to
be brought in by a third party.

SESSIONS
INCLUDE:

Will there be a general
strike in Britain?

Can we save the NHS?
Syrian civil war: what
programme should socialists
put forward?

Egypt & Tunisia in turmoil
Are socialists feminists?

LONDON 2-3 NOVEMBER ~~—

unfolding, the task facing support-
ers of the NSSN was to turn the an-
ger into action. Speaker after speak-
er listed the pain bought to workers
and their communities from the
Con-Dem posh boys while their rich
friends benefitted.

Striking One Housing Unite
member Candy slammed her em-
ployers: “Massive profits are on the
rise, £4 million in 2011, to £35 mil-
lion in 2013 for this London housing
provider while £8,000 cuts are made
to frontline workers’ pay.’

Helen Pattison from Youth Fight
for Jobs was one of many to high-
light the toxic effect of zero-hour
contracts facing up to 5.5 million
workers. “I haven’t spoken to any-
one who isn’t sick of your boss.
From one week to the next you don’t
know your hours and how you will
pay your rent.”

Those in the leadership of the
TUC who have opposed the de-
mands of last year’s TUC delegates
for a 24-hour general strike have
offered the prospect of an elected
Labour government as a way out.
But who can wait in the face of these
cuts and what will change if Labour
are committed to austerity of their
own?

Bob Crow raised the need to chal-
lenge Ukip and the Tories’ right-
wing anti-EU demagogy with a clear
stand against the bosses’ EU. He

Jhad
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Lobbying the TUC after the NSSN rally photo Alison Hill

called for support for the ‘No2EU
- Yes to Workers’ Rights’ European
election platform.

Other speakers, including Ronnie
Draper, raised the need for a new
workers’ party, while others spoke
in support of the need to build a so-
cialist alternative through the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition.

In the key battleground
of the NHS, Len Hock-
ey, Unison rep from

Our mantra is if our members want
to take action, we will. I was proud
to stand with brave prison officers
outside prisons on unofficial action.
They couldn’t stop it and have taken
no action against us,” reported POA

general secretary Steve Gillan.
Probation officers are on the
verge of national strike action
for the first time in their
history. Napo general
secretary lan Law-

Whipps Cross Hos- In ev?ry rence explained:
pital, speaking in a contribution the “Con-Dem min-
personal capacity, TUC ister  Grayling
brought news of deman_d el t:e hi wants to sell off
their fight: “Our to provide leaders P efficient  ser-
union branch and act boldly was vices that turn
chair has been at- raised around the lives

tacked by manage-

ment, health bosses
have announced the
need for ‘turnaround
measures’ and Price Water-
house Cooper consultants have
been bought in with no experience
of the NHS.

Members have made the link
between the three events. We are
taking the lead, our public meeting
was attended by over 100, with two
demos planned for 16 and 21 Sep-
tember”

Prison officers held gate protests
last week over closures and over-
crowding. “Since 1994 we have not
been allowed to take lawful action.

& ’) FIGHT
AGAINST CUTS,
CRISIS AND
CAPITALISM

socialis

people. He thinks
we are ripe for profit.
We are moving increas-

ingly towards industrial ac-
tion, not on our own but with mem-
bers of the POA, PCS and Unison in
the probation service”

Dave Smith from the rank and file
Blacklist Support Group announced
their campaign’s recent victory with
the reinstatement of Unite member
Frank Morris at the Crossrail site in
London. “Thanks to the NSSN and
everyone who has supported us. This
is an historic victory for the unions.”

In every contribution the demand
for the TUC to provide leadership

-
» .
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and act boldly was raised. Bob Crow
received a standing ovation for his
call, “to start after leaving here to
organise a general strike, let’s put a
date down and go out and do it!”

With ongoing national action in
the PCS, teachers planning strikes,
the FBU voting by 78% for national
strike action and CWU members in
Royal Mail balloting against the ef-
fects of privatisation, an army is be-
ing prepared for action.

Inactivity of TUC

Ending the rally before leaving to
lobby the TUC delegates arriving in
Bournemouth, Rob Williams from
the NSSN challenged the inactiv-
ity of the TUC. “They say a week is
a long time in politics, we’ve had
fifty-two weeks waiting for the TUC
to act. How is it possible for that res-
olution to be left on the table when
cuts have been deeper than ever?”

Rob railed at the injustices of
mass redundancies in the public
sector, the pay freeze, bedroom tax,
loan sharks, food banks and the im-
plosion of the NHS, often to pay the
debts of PFI vultures: “The NSSN
supports the NHS march on 29 Sep-
tember but that demo will not be
enough on its own. Cameron’s de-
feat over Syria shows they are not all
powerful and can be defeated if the
necessary steps are taken. If every
worker went on strike, on the same
day together, that would have an
impact. That’s what’s at stake at the
TUC this week.”

This message needs to be taken
by NSSN supporters to every trade
union branch across the country.
NSSN meetings need to be prepared
to build solidarity for those teachers
and others taking action. Organised
from below, growing pressure on
the tops of the TUC allied to those
unions taking action, can lay the ba-
sis for an historic step forward in the
months ahead.

Action needed now

attended the National Shop

Stewards Network lobby of
the TUC conference in Bourne-
mouth. I was determined to
make the TUC listen, inspired by
activists and general secretaries
alike who heeded the call for a
general strike, delighted to hear
the motion was carried by con-
ference later that afternoon and
angered that of the four unions
to oppose, my union Usdaw was
one of them.

Usdaw general secretary John
Hannett said the motion gave the
media and government a stick to
beat us with and that a general
strike would be illegal.

Well, the government and their
cronies in the media are beating
us with a stick and it’s certainly
hurting! If previous working class
fighters had considered legality,
we wouldn’t have trade unions
atall.

If over six million people in
Britain took strike action, joined
by students, the unemployed
and others then the government
would have a very hard time de-
claring it illegal and doing some-
thing about it.

If John Hannett spent some
time working on a checkout or
distribution centre like his mem-
bers he would know the hard-
ships they face, their willingness
to struggle and the need for a
mass fightback.

An Usdaw shop steward
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Ghile 1973: The other "9/11

The bloody coup against the Popular Unity government - lessons for workers’ struggles today

This is an extract from an article
first published in 2011.

Tony Saunois
Committee for a Workers’
International (CWI)

he terrorist attack on the Twin
Towers in New York in 2001
was not the first ‘9/11! In
Chile on 11 September 1973 a
bloody coup, led by general Pinochet
and backed by the US administration,
overthrew the democratically elected
left government of President Salvador
Allende. In its aftermath, thousands
of trade unionists and socialists were
slaughtered and thousands more im-
prisoned, tortured and exiled.

The coup was planned and execut-
ed not from the tribal territories of Af-
ghanistan or Pakistan but in the head-
quarters of the CIA and the White
House, in collusion with the ruling
elite in Chile and its armed forces.
This 9/11 should be commemorated,
and its lessons studied, by socialists
and workers everywhere.

The consequences of what followed
still shape the lives of the mass of
Chilean people and to an extent, the
international working class and all
those exploited by capitalism.

Under the iron heel of Chile’s mili-
tary dictatorship, a laboratory eco-
nomic experiment was conducted.
The neoliberal policies of privatisa-
tion, open markets, deregulation and
private pension schemes were all first
tested out in Chile following the coup.
They were then applied by Margaret
Thatcher, Ronald Reagan and other
capitalist leaders internationally.

The coup followed the election
of Salvador Allende to the Chilean
presidency on 4 September 1970, as
head of the Popular Unity (UP) coa-
lition. This was led by the Socialist
Party (PSC) and the Communist Party
(PCC), together with other left par-
ties and some radical liberal capitalist
parties.

The election victory shook the rul-
ing elite. It opened a revolutionary
process thatinspired the working class
internationally and terrified the ruling
classes throughout Latin America, the

b
Left-wing president, Salvador Allende

US and Europe. Following Allende’s
election, the US Ambassador cabled
Washington: “Chile voted calmly to
have a Marxist-Leninist state, the
first country in the world to make this
choice freely and knowingly.”

The PSC in that period was a com-
pletely different party to that which
exists today. Formed in the early
1930s, it was born in opposition to the
Stalinised Communist Party, and was
far to the left of the PCC. It included
in its constitution adherence to Marx
and Lenin and called for the estab-
lishment of a Socialist Federation of
Latin America.

Allende, although endorsing Marx-
ism in many speeches, was not the
left candidate for the PSC but was the
party’s ‘compromise’ candidate for
the presidency elections.

The UP victory followed a series of
social upheavals which rocked Chile
during the 1960s. The middle class
was split with a section becoming in-
creasingly radicalised. This affected
the centre-right capitalist party, the
Christian Democrats (DC). A section
eventually split and formed the Chris-
tian Left (IU) and the MAPU, which
ended up in the UP and even on its
‘left-wing’

UP reforms

Within weeks of forming the govern-
ment, the UP introduced important
reforms. Free school meals, higher
wages and land reform began to be
implemented.

The powerful copper mines, largely
owned by US multinationals, were
eventually nationalised, along with
important sectors of the banking in-
dustry. Plans were announced for the
nationalisation of nearly 100 com-
panies. By the time of the 1973 coup,
over 40% of the economy was publicly
owned.

From the beginning, the Chilean
right wing and the military, together
with US imperialism, began to plot
the overthrow of the UP government.
Initially, they hoped that a policy of
de-stabilisation and economic sabo-
tage would be sufficient to undermine
the new government and trigger its
downfall.

US President Nixon’s orders were
“to make the economy scream” A

L

Socialists and worker militants were rounded up in the military coup. Thousands were subsequently murdered

trade embargo against Chile was
established.

These forces of reaction financed
armed terrorist attacks by the fascis-
tic ‘Patria y Liberdad;, and a bosses’
lock-out was led by truck owners. Al-
lende won the election with 36.3% of
the popular vote. The capitalist parties
in the Congress allowed him to take
the presidency, on a minority vote,
because he fatally agreed to a consti-
tutional pact that meant he was not
to touch or interfere with the armed
forces. This was to prove disastrous.

The ruling class hoped they could
undermine Allende’s support and
rally their supporters. At first, they at-
tempted to do this ‘constitutionally’
They used the Congress and Senate
to block and disrupt the government.
Eventually, they hoped to impeach
Allende, for which they needed a two-
thirds majority, but which they failed
to obtain.

The undemocratic nature of the
parliamentary system meant that
the UP did not have a majority in ei-
ther Congress or Senate. However,
electoral support for the UP not only
consolidated but increased. Every at-
tempt to undermine the government
radicalised the working class, pushed
the revolutionary process forward

and increased electoral support for
the government.

During the 1971 mayoral elections,
UP candidates took over 51% of the
vote. Even at the Congressional elec-
tions, in March 1973, the pro-capi-
talist parties hoped to win 66% of the
vote and two-thirds of the seats, which
would have been enough to impeach
Allende. They failed and the UP won
over 44% of the vote - more than when
Allende was first elected!

Role of working class

The working class consciously saw
itself as the leading force in the revo-
lution in Chile. It had built a series of
powerful political and social organi-
sations. There was intense debate be-
tween the different organisations and
parties, and also within them, about
programme and strategy. The leaders
were challenged and, on occasions,
opposed by workers.

The election of a ‘Marxist’ presi-
dent and government in Chile, and
the leading role in the process of the
working class, inspired the working
class globally. It also opened a discus-
sion on how to achieve socialism and
the role of the state.

Every attempt at counter-revolu-

Committee for a Workers’ International (CWI)
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International (CWI) is the socialist
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tion in Chile provoked a further radi-
calisation and mass mobilisation by
the working class and its allies. The

Neither Allende nor
the other leaders took
steps to strike against
the military or to
mobilise and arm the
workers

bosses’ strike in 1972 led to the rapid
growth of organisations in the indus-
trial districts and the formation of the
‘cordones industriales’ (‘industrial
belts’). These were elected commit-
tees in the workplaces, which began
to link up on a district and even a city-
wide basis.

Delegates were elected and subject
to recall. In the industrial city of Con-
cepcion, in the south of Chile, they
formed a city-wide Popular Assem-
bly. Workers’ control was established
in many workplaces throughout the
country.

Food shortages and speculation
caused by the embargo and sabotage
of the bosses resulted in the formation
of the JAPs - ‘peoples supply commit-
tees’ - which organised food distribu-
tion and tried to prevent speculation.

The cordones increasingly assumed
a political role to advance and defend
the revolution. One of the most
radical was in the industrial district
of Cerillos which, among many
radical demands, called for “a Popular
Assembly to replace the bourgeois
parliament”.

The working class, were far to the
left of the government and its leaders,
both of which were dragged into tak-
ing more radical steps by the workers
and youth. In response to the armed
attacks being unleashed by the fa-
scistic Patria y liberdad, as the police
and army stood by, workers’ defence

squads were formed.

The revolution spread to the coun-
tryside, where farm workers and
peasants occupied land and carried
out a programme of agricultural re-
form. Over ten million acres of land
were re-distributed.

Disarmed

The ruling class, in conjunction with
US imperialism, began to rapidly de-
velop plans for a military coup. Yet,
at every stage, the leaders of the PCC
(Communist Party) and sections of
the PSC (Socialist Party) acted as a
brake and tried to hold back the revo-
lutionary process, arguing that the
“democratic” bourgeoisie must not
be alienated and defended the “con-
stitutionality” of the armed forces.

Despite using very left-wing revo-
lutionary and Marxist rhetoric, the
left of the Socialist Party failed to pro-
pose specific demands or initiatives
to take the revolution forward and
to overthrow capitalism, while plans
were being laid for a reactionary mili-
tary coup.

These developments led to a po-
larisation within the UP coalition and
splits within its component parties,
between the left and right.

Meanwhile, Henry Kissinger, US
secretary of state in the Nixon ad-
ministration, cabled the CIA chief in
Santiago: “It is the firm and continu-
ing policy that Allende be overthrown
by a coup.”

In June 1973, sections of the
military, from the tank regiments
organised a rebellion against the
government - the so-called ‘Tancazo!
It was a premature putsch and was
put down by the military, under
orders from Allende. General Pratts,
a supporter of Allende, who quelled
the attempted uprising, was later
murdered after the successful coup in
September 1973.

The ‘Tancazo, in June, acted as
the whip of counter-revolution and
provoked the working class to take
further revolutionary measures.
It had the same effect as Spinola’s
failed putsch, a few years later, in
March 1975, during the Portuguese
revolution.

In Chile, the failed June coup was
followed by the announcement of
a plan for massive nationalisations
and by an increasing demand by the
working class for arms to fight the
threat of reaction.

Yet neither Allende nor the other
leaders took steps to strike against
the military or to mobilise and arm
the workers.

Trade union rights were not given
to the ranks of the army, no attempt
was made to try and organise or to
build support among the ranks of the
armed forces, many of whom sup-
ported the revolutionary process.

The conditions existed to split the
armed forces but decisive action was
necessary. Yet the leaders of the UP
were imprisoned by the idea, espe-
cially emphasised by the Communist
Party, that a “progressive wing” exist-
ed among a section of the ruling class.
It had a policy of respecting “the con-
stitutionality of the armed forces” and
of a gradual measured step by step
programme of reform that, eventu-
ally, would establish socialism.

In practice, this ‘stages theory’ al-
lowed the ruling class time to prepare
its forces to strike, when the moment
was most opportune. It resulted not
in the avoidance of a civil war but in
the drowning of the revolutionary
movement in blood.

From the beginning, Allende left
the state machine in the hands of the
generals and reaction, without any
challenge. Allende adopted a policy
of appeasement in a doomed attempt
to reassure the military and ruling
class. He made Pinochet a cabinet
minister and even Chief-of-Staff, fol-
lowing the forced resignation of Gen-
eral Pratts by pro-coup conspirators.

Moreover, when sections of the
rank and file tried to come to the aid
of the revolution and oppose a coup,
Allende scandalously supported the
pro-coup reactionary hierarchy.

In August, in the naval port of
Valpariso, 100 sailors were arrested
for “dereliction of military duty” In
fact, they had discovered plans for
the coup and declared they would
oppose it. In what was referred to as
his darkest hour, Allende, supported
the hierarchy in the navy as it arrested
and tortured this group of naval
ratings!

Up to one million people demon-
strated in front of the balcony of the
Presidential Palace, where Allende
stood, two days before the Pinochet
coup. These workers, youth and stu-
dents, knowing of the impending
coup, demanded arms to defend the
revolution. They also demanded the
closure of the bourgeois parliament.

The left-leaders of the PSC and
others promised arms were being
stashed and would be distributed
when necessary. In reality, nothing
was done to arm the working class
against bloody counter-revolution.

The coup

Two days later, the plotters struck, as
the Chilean and US navies conducted
joint exercises off the Chilean coast.
On the day of the coup, the trade
union federation, the CUT, called
on workers to go to the factories and
await instructions.

In Chile in September 1973, a mass
armed protest and clear appeal for
the soldiers to join the revolution was
the only prospect at this late stage to
save the revolution and defeat the
coup. Instead, as the coup unfolded,
workers were left isolated in their
factories, waiting to be picked off by
armed detachments of the army.

Once in power, the military un-
leashed a bloody era of repression
and slaughter. It was a ruthless clini-
cal operation which targeted the
most politically conscious and active
workers and youth. The military re-
gime lasted until 1990.

Unfortunately, the leaders of the
Socialist Party and the Communist
Party did not learn from the lessons of
this bloody defeat. With the collapse
of the former Stalinist regimes and
planned economies, they abandoned
any defence of socialist ideas and
formed yet more alliances with what
they regard as ‘progressive’ sections
of the Chilean ruling class.

Since the end of the military rule
and ‘transition, the PSC has been
in an alliance with the Christian

Democracy and ruled in the
governing coalition, Concertacion.
In government, the PSC continued
with the policies of privatisation and
neoliberalism.

The Communist Party has tried to
act as a ‘left’ adviser to the Concerta-
cion coalition, hanging onto its coat
tails, desperate to try and secure a few
parliamentary seats, as a reward.

Chilean model

The Chilean economy has been held
up as a model throughout Latin
America and globally. However, de-
spite growth, based on a high and
rising price of copper, Chile has also
become one of the most unequal
societies in Latin America. This has
resulted in an increasingly explosive
social situation.

At the same time, successive Con-
certacion governments have only act-
ed to defend the interests of the rich,
resulting in growing political aliena-
tion from all the political institutions
bequeathed by the dictatorship.

In the absence of any alternative,
dissatisfaction with the Concertacion
resulted in the victory of the right-
wing coalition in 2010 headed by
the billionaire, Sabastian Pinera. His
elder brother was a minister under
Pinochet.

The Pinera presidential election
victory acted as a whip of counter
revolution and unleashed all of the
frustration and alienation which has
been accumulating for the last 20
years.

A new generation has exploded
into struggle, marking the end of the
so-called ‘stability’ boasted of by the
Chilean ruling class since the end of
the military dictatorship. Mass stu-
dent protests demanding a free and
decent education system have rocked
Chilean society since 2011. Pinera,
according to opinion polls, was the
least popular Chilean leader since
Augusto Pinochet.

Copper workers called a one-
day strike with the support of the
students. Significantly, this strike
was called on 11 July 2011 - the same
day Allende nationalised the copper
industry.

The students looked towards the
workers and organised rallies and
protests in support of the copper
workers. Yet the union leadership dis-
suaded workers from attending such
rallies. Nonetheless, the CUT union
federation was compelled to call a
two-day general strike on 24 and 25
August. However, this opportunity
was squandered by the leadership of
the CUT, who have acted as an ap-
pendage of the Concertacion.

An organised force, a new political
party, which can channel the deter-
mination of the new generation to
fight for a change and has learnt the
lessons of the previous struggles, is
posed objectively in the struggle and
in the crisis which is developing.

New class battles loom in Chile.
Remembering the first 9/11 and
drawing the lessons from this bloody
defeat, can assist the new generation
to prepare for class struggles to be
fought and also prepare the way to
overthrow the capitalist system and
usher in a genuine democratic social-
ist alternative.

New presidential election
scheduled for November

O n the 40th anniversary of the Chilean coup Chile is embarking on a new
presidential election scheduled for 17 November. Following the massive
student movement, the first important steps are being taken to rebuild an
alternative for the working class.

The two main political blocks - the New Majority and Alliance both repre-
sent the existing ruling elite. They have offered no alternative for the working
class and poor of Chile. The ‘left’ parties - the Socialist Party and Communist
Party - have long since abandoned the radical left ideas they adhered to dur-
ing the Allende era.

Like their counterparts internationally, they have embraced capitalism and
the market and offer no real alternative to the working masses.

Former President Michelle Bachelet of the Socialist Party and New Majority
coalition is standing again as no other credible candidate emerged from
the former governing coalition. Bachelet is the daughter of airforce General
Bachelet who supported Allende and died under torture following the coup.

The right-wing Alliance is fielding Evelyn Metthei - daughter of former
Pinochet junta member General Matthei. Neither offer anything but a
continuation of the neoliberal policies.

Also standing is Marcel Claude, the candidate of the Humanist Party and
left alliance. Defending the students’ movement, demanding free education
of a good quality for all, renationalisation of the copper industry, banks
and big monopolies, etc, Claude’s campaign has drawn big crowds and
won enthusiastic support from workers and young people. His campaign
represents an important step forward in re-building the workers’ and socialist
movement.
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Merseyside People’s Assembly: A lost opportunity

Tony Mulhearn

Liverpool 47 councillor, 1984-87,
and TUSC Liverpool mayoral
candidate in 2012

The scene at the Adelphi Hotel, Liv-
erpool. An anti-austerity attendance
of 800-plus. An atmosphere of ex-
pectation for a fighting programme
of action to defeat the Con-Dems.

The adoption of a socialist alter-
native to the policies of the three
main parties who all agree on main-
taining austerity?

The reality was that the event
failed to rise to the occasion. A
line-up of speakers attacked the
Con-Dems without - bar one or two
muted exceptions - taking up the
position of the TUC leadership or
the Labour Party.

It was astonishing that neither
the speaker from Unite the Union,
Steve Turner, nor left Labour com-
mentator Owen Jones, made any
reference to the events in Falkirk or
to the attacks which Miliband made
on Unite. ‘Malpractice, bad prac-
tice or even corrupt practice’ were
the scandalous words used by Mili-
band to attack Unite, and this was
not deemed worthy of comment by
these speakers.

They shuffled off any responsibil-
ity of the trade union leadership to
organise industrial action to stop
the Con-Dems and instead called
for civil disobedience and com-
munity action to stop austerity.
Civil disobedience and community
action is to be welcomed and de-
veloped, but must be viewed as an
important auxiliary to the potential
power of the organised working
class taking industrial action.

The bulletin of the National Shop
Stewards Network (NSSN) has re-
ported on important trade union
victories for Unite, the RMT, the PCS,
and locally the bin workers in Liver-
pool a couple of weeks ago, demon-
strating that workers, responding to
firm leadership, can stop the attacks
from employers in their tracks. But
these facts were completely lost on
the majority of speakers.

Mark Steel gave a humorous
speech ironically articulating the
brazen policy of the Con-Dems who
are making the poor pay for the cri-
sis caused by the rich.

His criticism of Labour was mut-
ed, and even suggested that Labour
could be ‘changed’ He referred to
two events for which he admired
Liverpool’s history of struggle: the
dockers’ struggle and the Hillsbor-
ough 96. For him the struggle of the
47 councillors is a closed book.

At 8.30pm there was an exodus of
speakers who had trains to catch to
return to London.

Disabled People Against Cuts co-
median Laurence Clark gave a hu-
morous performance in which he
graphically portrayed the plight of
the disabled under the Con-Dems.

Markedly different

In a speech markedly different to
the others Martin Kelsey, PCS re-
gional chair, told the meeting of the
struggles of the PCS and praised the
action of the 47 who had taken on
the Tories and won.

He urged people to attend the
47 exhibition which is on display
at Unite HQ in Liverpool. He also
attacked Mayor Anderson for his
programme of cuts and congratu-
lated, to applause, the decision of
the GMB to slash its Labour Party
funding.

The absence of a programme of
action resulted in the initial enthu-
siasm draining out of the assembly.

In the dying minutes of the event,
rebel Warrington councillor Kevin
Bennett reported on events which
culminated in his suspension by
Labour and declared his determina-
tion to continue to oppose and cam-
paign against cuts. This was greeted
with loud applause from a by then
diminished audience.

Trades council secretary Mark
Hoskins, at the fag end of the meet-
ing, called for support for a 24-hour
general strike, this was greeted with
applause from the remaining rump
of the meeting.

This event was a lost opportunity

Most of the speakers ignored the Liverpool 47 council,

to raise the whole issue of an alter-
native programme to austerity, and
to mobilise support to pressurise
the TUC to enact the policy agreed
atits last congress, and to link that to
the need for a political challenge to
the three capitalist parties.

No speaker from the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition
(TUSC) or the Socialist Party was
called on, so any concrete proposal
for action was absent.

The theme from keynote speakers
was ‘unity, which translated into a
subliminal ‘don’t attack Labour or
Labour councillors: Nye Bevan fa-
mously described this as the ‘unity
of the graveyard!

It remains to be seen whether the
People’s Assembly will develop into
another weapon in the armoury of
the working class.

TUSC and the Socialist Party have
indicated their willingness to work
with the People’s Assembly in the
interests of unifying all anti-auster-
ity forces.

If this meeting represents the out-
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Bolton victory shows we can beat the bedroom tax

Matt Kilsby

Last month the Bolton at Home
housing association became the
first in the country to introduce a
policy of “no homelessness” for
those tenants in arrears because of
the bedroom tax.

This step forward is thanks to an
excellentlocal campaign, led by peo-
ple affected by the tax and supported
by the local trade union movement.

Janet Bryan, Unison executive
member and steward in Bolton at
Home, speaking in a personal ca-
pacity, told the Socialist: “It is in-
spiring to see those affected by the
bedroom tax getting together, or-
ganising meetings across the town

Donate 'diiketodonate £
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Address and postcode
tel/email

and lobbying Bolton council and
the housing association at every op-
portunity. The trade union move-
ment in Bolton is fully behind the
campaign”.

While the move to a “no home-
lessness” policy must be applauded,
we do not believe that it goes far
enough. To be considered for alter-
native housing under the new poli-
cy, tenants will receive a “one-time
only” offer of a property.

Alarmingly, such an alternative
could be in the private rented sec-
tor, which could leave tenants at the
mercy of unscrupulous landlords
charging sky-high rents.

The Bolton at Home joint shop
stewards committee has agreed a
motion calling on the housing asso-
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ciation to announce a policy of “no
evictions”.

And if union members feel unable
to either process documentation
that leads to or assist in the eviction
of a Bolton at Home customer who
faces eviction solely for bedroom tax
arrears, they will get the full backing
and support of their union locally.

Keep up the pressure
Clearly the pressure needs to be
kept up on Bolton at Home and the
Labour councillors that sit on its
board. With the Labour Party appar-
ently now opposing the bedroom
tax, Bolton at Home should be pass-
ing a “no evictions” policy.

Councils should also refuse to

evict, and Labour leader Ed Mili-
band - if his party really means it
- must pledge that an incoming La-
bour government would repay all
money lost as a result.

Local campaigners are clear that
the Bolton at Home policy does
not go far enough and they want to
keep piling on the pressure. That is
why they have organised a protest
and march in Bolton on Saturday 14
September.

Kieran Grogan (pc), Unison stew-
ard in Bolton at Home, said: “It is
important that residents of Bolton,
whether affected by the bedroom tax
or not, turn out in big numbers and
join the protest on Saturday. Tenants,
trade unionists and residents of Bol-
ton united can axe the tax.

look of the leadership of the PA, it is
unlikely to act as a rallying point for
those sections of the working class
who are moving into action, or those
millions who will make their mark in
the next stage of the struggle.

The Rise Of Militant
by Peter Taaffe £11.99

Liverpool: A City That Dared To Fight

by Peter Taaffe and Tony Mulhearn £11.99

Help reach the target

East London Socialist Party, having
made over £100 at a clothes party
the week before, raised another
£107 at an evening barbecue.
Members in Nottingham raised over
£50 at the city’s Caribbean Carni-
val and Green Festival, helping the
branch to smash its quarterly fighting
fund target - reaching 119% so far.
The quarter ends on 27 Septem-
ber, so all Socialist Party branches
should makes sure they've got their
campaigning activity and fundrais-
ing social plans sorted to make sure
they beat their target.

Can you help support the party that
fights for the millions instead of the
millionaires?

Go to www.socialistparty.org.uk/
donate, call 020 8988 8777 or use
the slip below.

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND
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Obama’s drums of war fail to
win support for Syria strike

Judy Beishon

s the G20 summit in Russia

ended, the capitalist pow-

ers internationally were

divided into two oppos-
ing camps on whether to launch a
military attack on Syria. Meanwhile,
Obama’s quest for an attack was
meeting significant opposition from
within the two main political parties
in the US.

Members of the US Senate and
House of Representatives came un-
der strong public pressure against
an attack, making it uncertain
whether Obama would get the en-
dorsement he was seeking.

Republican party leaders are di-
vided between the hold-back “cau-
tious realism” of the likes of senator
Rand Paul and the aggressive inter-
ventionism of John McCain.

Democrats want to avoid damag-
ing Obama’s standing by voting no,
but many fear the consequences of
voting yes. Losing the votes would
be an almighty blow to Obama’s
prestige, as it was for Cameron
when he was defeated in the UK
parliament. This explains moves
in the US government to draw out
the decision-making, citing possi-
ble negotiations over control of the
stocks of chemical weapons.

Attacks

Facing a congressional defeat, it
seems that Obama has been offered
an unexpected political lifeline from
his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin. Putin has proposed that the
Syrian regime of Assad hands over
its chemical weapons to United Na-
tions oversight to avert US-led air
strikes on Syria’s military bases.

But an assault is not yet definitely
off their agenda whether sooner or
later and depending on events it’s
not precluded that Cameron could
try again to give British back-up,
through securing support from
wavering Miliband. So anti-war
campaigning by trade unionists, so-
cialists and other activists must be
maintained, saying no to any impe-
rialist intervention in Syria.

In trying to win support in the US
for an attack, Obama'’s propaganda
machine was cranked up, promot-
ing videos put together by the Syrian
opposition and the CIA of gas attack
victims. The footage is horrific, but
the jury is still out on the perpetra-
tor - whether it was Assad, military
commanders without his approval
(as reported in a German newspa-

Putin appears to have handed Obama a ‘get-out-bf-jail’ card ;)ver a US-led attack on Syria

per), or opposition forces.

In any case, the possibility of mis-
siles from the west is not fundamen-
tally about chemical weapons. Tory
Lord Lamont blurted this out in a
letter to the Times (5 September)
in which he recalled that in 1988
the west turned a “blind eye” when
Saddam Hussein used mustard gas
and sarin against Iranian troops,
killing 20,000. He added: “A recent
article in the US magazine Foreign
Policy claimed that US officials who
gave Iraq intelligence about Iranian
troop movements knew that chemi-
cal weapons would be used against
them.”

US missiles won'’t prevent chemi-
cal weapons being used again,
or stop them falling into terrorist
hands, or remove the hidden stocks.
A US-led onslaught would be a
blood-soaked ‘gesture’ to uphold
US ruling class prestige in the US
and globally and protect its inter-
ests in the Middle East, after Obama
rashly promised that use of chemi-
cal weapons would be a ‘red line’

Other repercussions would be
inevitable - with the possibilities
including attacks on US bases in the
region, rockets hitting Israel, terror-
ist attacks in the US and its allied
countries, and disruption to oil sup-
ply routes.

US missiles would also increase
the prospect of escalation of the Syr-
ian civil war and its further spread
into neighbouring countries. There
would be more refugees, already
numbering a phenomenal six mil-
lion inside and outside Syria.

Ironically, the Syrian population
could be more at risk from chemical
weapons if the US strikes. Evidence
from US air strikes on Saddam Hus-
sein’s chemical weapons plants in
the 1991 Gulf war showed that in-
stead of vaporising the deadly sarin
gas, the strikes actually spread it
over military bases 600 kilometres
away.

The leaning of the US and UK
governments on ‘humanitarian-
ism’ to drum up public support
for intervention has been seen

A US-led onslaught
would be a blood-
soaked ‘gesture’ to
uphold US ruling
class prestige in the
US and globally

through by a majority of people in
those countries. Not forgotten is the
staunch support of western impe-
rialists for repressive and dictato-
rial Arab elites; their mass slaughter
of Iraqi civilians; their support for
onslaughts by the Israeli regime on
Gaza; the murder of civilians by US
drones in Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Yemen; their acceptance of the re-
newed repression by the military in
Egypt and other backing for brutal-
ity when it’s suited them.

To avoid US losses and becoming
immersed in a prolonged interven-

tion, US strikes would most likely be
missiles fired from a distance rath-
er than overhead bombing. They
would inevitably damage Assad’s
armed forces, but Russia can resup-
ply him, so his military superiority
over the Syrian opposition could be
maintained. And Assad would gain
in ‘victim status, especially among
his Syrian support base and in Rus-
sia, Iran and China.

The war in Syria has developed a
gruesome momentum, with regu-
lar atrocities from both sides. Left
to Assad’s rump vicious regime and
the opposition aspiring capitalists
- fuelling 50 shades of division and
sectarianism - the war is likely to
continue until both sides achieve as
much as they can by military means.

Many foreign capitalist powers
are meddling in the country, with
all their ‘solutions’ showing their
bankruptcy in offering an end to the
nightmare for ordinary Syrians.

Only the building of non-sectari-
an, democratically run workers’ or-
ganisations at grassroots level, link-
ing up with each other, can point the
way forward to an altogether differ-
ent scenario. They would need to
build mass armed resistance to As-
sad’s forces and all the militias led
by right-wingers who are motivated
by personal gain, religious or ethnic
division, or revenge.

Workers’ unity can be developed
through the attraction of a socialist
programme posing public owner-
ship of the key industries and re-
sources, with an economic plan to
wipe out exploitation and poverty.

Large counter-demo against racist EDL in Tower Hamlets

Several thousand  anti-racists
turned out on Saturday 7 Septem-
ber to prevent the hooligan
English Defence League (EDL)
from marching to the East London
Mosque in Tower Hamlets.

Young people and trade unionists
from across London joined with lo-
cal people to prevent the EDL from
breaking away from their agreed ral-
lying point at Aldgate in the City.

Unite Against Fascism (UAF) and
the local community campaign ac-
cepted the police and court ruling
that the EDL march and rally should
go ahead as long as it did not come
significantly into the borough.

Only 300-400 EDL supporters
attended, which was dwarfed by
the counter-demonstration. Since

its defeat last year in Walthamstow
- where Socialist Party members
and Daymer Turkish and Kurdish
activists helped protesters break out
of a police blockade and stop the
EDL from rallying - the EDL has not
broken the unity of working people
in London by playing its racist and
anti-Muslim card. It hasn’t been
able to mobilise significant numbers
in the wake of the murder of soldier
Lee Rigby.

Arrests

During Saturday’s march the EDL
abused Asian passers-by according
to many reports but the massive po-
lice presence - some 3,000 officers -
continued to protect the EDL.

Frustrated by the counter-protest
organisers’ unwillingness to even
attempt to stop the EDL - prefer-
ring instead to remain hundreds
of yards away - many small groups
of protesters left the static counter-
demo hoping to reassemble to stop
the EDL.

However, unfortunately they were
scattered and too few in number to
succeed on this occasion.

Later, several hundred anarchist-
led protesters marched away from
the static counter-demo and were
eventually kettled by the police.
Many of them were arrested.

Many local youth opted to stay on
their estates to defend local people.
The Socialist Party received a good
hearing from these young people.

One explained: “We have to get rid
of capitalism - look at how they ex-
pect us to live in the shadow of their
luxury houses!”

At the anti-EDL rally, while some
trade union speakers spoke against
austerity, Steve Hedley assistant
general secretary of the RMT trade
union went further and made clear
the need for a new workers’ party
to stop the development of the EDL
and other far-right parties.

Socialist Party leaflets which
linked the battle to defeat the EDL
with the struggle against auster-
ity were well received as were the
Socialist Party placards calling for
‘Jobs and Homes not racism’

Socialist Party reporters

The Committee for a

Workers’ International

The Committee for a Workers’
International (CWI) is the socialist
international organisation to
which the Socialist Party is
affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45
countries and works to unite the
working class and oppressed
peoples against global capitalism
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO
Box 3688, London E11 1YE.
email cwi@worldsoc.co.uk

www.socialistworld.net

The CWI website contains

news, reports and analysis from
around the world. Recent articles
include:

Australia: Conservative
Liberal-national coalition
swept to power

Establishment corporate parties
are no ‘choice’ for working people.

Editorial from The Socialist,
newspaper of the Socialist Party
(CWI Australia)

Russia: G20 Summit
Fear of having to come to defence
of Assad is leading Putin to

presssure Syria for a settlement.

Rob Jones (Moscow)

Greece: Court prosecution
of anti-Golden Dawn
activists fails

State continues to prepare for
intensification of repression as
social upheavals loom.

Xekinima reporters (CWI Greece)
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Charity or politics

After our weekly meeting recently,
some Waltham Forest Socialist Party
members bumped into our local Labour
MP, Stella Creasy, going around a pub
with a bucket asking people to donate
for the local food bank.

We pointed out that none of us are
well off and that it's more than a little
contradictory for her to ask people to
donate when she refuses to put out a
public statement condemning the hun-
dreds of job cuts and massive attacks
on services that have been made by
Waltham Forest council - leading to a
huge increase in poverty.

Stella was very defensive and accused
us of political point-scoring when peo-
ple are really struggling and she’s try-
ing to help. She refused to even dis-
cuss the idea of having a public debate
about solutions to poverty and austerity
and seemed aghast that we would dare
to politically challenge and criticise her
while she was doing charitable work.
But her job is to represent Waltham-
stow residents in Parliament, to fight
for our interests, not to be a general do-
gooder. Being an MP isn’t (or shouldn’t
be anyway) the same as being a church
minister. Anyone can go round with a
collecting bucket but | for one would
prefer our MP spend her time being
a real opposition in Parliament, sup-
porting workers’ struggles and putting
pressure on the local council to stop
the cuts.

The debate continued later on Twitter,
where Socialist Party member Nancy
Taaffe summed up Stella’s attitude: “If
| feed the poor they call me a saint, if |
ask why the poor are hungry, they call
me a communist.”

Sarah Wrack

Taking liberties

| haven’t heard anything for a while
about the Libor interest rate-fixing
scandal that cost Barclays bosses
their jobs. The whole issue was rather
quickly “dealt with” by the mainstream
media - probably claiming we weren’t
bright enough to understand it.
However, our trade unions should be
raising the issue. The union leadership
should take the opportunity to press
the Con-Dems and the banks, in which
they invest our pension funds, about
the losses resulting from the Libor
scandal.

Our NHS and schools - and many more
social institutions - are paying ridicu-
lous amounts to private businesses
through interest rates that have now
been found to be “fixed”. Councils fac-
ing reduced funds have lost money by
investing our money on lowered inter-
est rates.

This would not have happened in a so-
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cialist government, but it has happened
now so let's make them explain their
actions, ask what they are going to do
to rectify the failings of their fabulous
capitalist banking systems.

The unions should get the establish-
ment to put a price on the failure of
their system to the taxpayer. It might

be a little higher that the Con-Dems’

flaunted “cost” of “scroungers” and
“shirkers”.

Sally Griffiths,

Salford

Outing the rich

“There is no suggestion of any unlaw-
fulness.” That was the only good news
for the Financial Times as it reported
that the man appointed to lead the
fight against financial crime would not
now be taking up the job “for personal
reasons”.

Jeremy Outen, a former partner in the
massive KPMG tax advisory and out-
sourcing accountants, was appointed
director of Theresa May’s National
Crime Agency (NCA) in April. He took up
a role at the Serious Organised Crime
Agency (SOCA - shortly due to be part
of the NCA).

Then SOCA chair and former top MoD
bureaucrat Sir lan Andrews resigned
after failing to declare that he and his
wife owned a security and manage-
ment consultancy in a potential clash
of interests. Now Outen is out, with
‘people in the know’ telling the FT they
thought his tax arrangements were be-
hind his decision.

The NCA was set up by a Tory home
secretary and appointed top financiers
- KPMG partners are paid on average
£580,000 - to run an FBI-style crime-
busting operation. Clearly trying to
clean the Augean stables of financial
hanky-panky is not a job to be entrust-
ed to the ‘great and the good’ and the
ultra-rich.

Steve Rogers

TODAY

The Socialist Party’s magazine
September 2013 issue includes:

®Prospects for struggle
@ US elections

®Dublin lockout 1913
®South Africa

®Tory fracking

Art Review
The vanity of small differences

Greg Randall

It is rare today for an artist’s work to
address the existence of class. The
self-appointed arbiters of culture
tell us that class is outdated and ir-
relevant save for the occasional,
fearful, pause to shout ‘chav’ at
working class youth.

Turner Prize winner Grayson Per-
ry now tackles class with a series of
tapestries collectively entitled The
Vanity of Small Differences, based

n “tribes” he met in Sunderland,
Tunbridge Wells and the Cotswolds
when making his 2012 TV series
All In The Best Possible Taste with
Grayson Perry.

Over six scenes Perry tells the life
story of Tim Rakewell, from his birth
to a working class single mother in
Sunderland to country house riches
as an IT millionaire and early death
in a car crash.

Class is shown here by means of
consumption and taste. In the first
tapestry ‘The Adoration of the Cage
Fighters, baby Tim is offered sym-
bols of north east masculinity while
his mother prepares for a night out
“on the lash”

This is a subjective view of
class, not Marx’s analysis of rela-
tionships to the means of produc-
tion. There is no production as Tim’s
mother says: “there are no jobs
around here anymore”. Of course, IT
millionaires try to keep as far away
from production as they can.

Seeing class subjectively isn't
necessarily wrong. It is how we
all first encounter class and learn
where we fit into society, but this
is how these ‘vanities’ arise. When
Tim moves from working to middle

[ a b
Grayson Perry’s The Upper Class At Bay

class, in ‘Expulsion from Number
8 Eden Close, the gap between the
real statuses within the system of his
mother, who now lives with a Tory
voter on a private estate, and that of
his girlfriend’s middle class family at
a dinner party is little, but to those
involved it seems massive.

Such vanity (and the fetishisation
through consumption of small dif-
ferences) are a massive help to the
ruling class. Despite being less than
1% of the population, they own and
run society for themselves against
the interests of the working and
middle classes.

By the fifth tapestry, “The Upper
Class At Bay, Tim is part of the rul-
ing class, but still haunted by status.
A protest camp is outside his coun-
try house, for he is a tax-dodging fat
cat, but as “new money” he cannot
join the landed gentry.

In ‘Lamentation’ Tim dies road
racing in his sports car, surrounded
by the detritus of capitalism: retail

TV Review
Failed by the privatising NHS

Josh Asker
Southampton Socialist Party

A recent BBC documentary “Failed by the NHS” shows
the inability of the NHS and the government to help
young people suffering from mental iliness. Despite
1,600 young people taking their lives every year, ser-

vices have been cut.

In times of austerity, unemployment and service
cuts increase the pressures on young people. Depres-
sion and anxiety are four to ten times more prevalent
among people who have been unemployed for over 12

weeks.

In the last two years the number of psychiatric beds
has been cut by 2,000. This often leads to people with
mental health problems being detained in police cells.
In 2011/12 more than 9,000 people were detained
in cells under the mental health act, where by law
they can be detained for three days. Even some police

Tanis Belsham-Wray

‘Capital - in Manga!’ is a Japanese
style illustrated story about a
cheese-maker, Robin, who sets up a
factory with a loan from a financial
speculator.

The story shows Robin’s conflict
of morality between making profit
to pay back the loan and the exploi-
tation of his workers. As it follows
other characters, it shows different
perspectives of class struggle and its
effects on different layers of society.

parks, gossip magazines and late-
night fast food. Notably, it is public
sector workers who clean up the
mess: a fireman, a nurse and para-
medics.

The series can be seen as a mas-
sive six-panel comic strip, with ref-
erences to past art, most explicitly
18th century artist William Hoga-
rth’s “The Rake’s Progress’ and reli-
gious works by old masters. But it
is accessible without knowledge of
art history, as Perry presents Tim’s
life without condescension to either
viewer or his characters.

Perry said he conceived this as
a public artwork, and hopes “that
wherever it goes it not only delights
the eye but also sparks debate about
class, taste and British society.” This
it will undoubtedly do.

The Vanity of Small Differences
is at Sunderland Museum until 29
September and will tour to Man-
chester, Birmingham, Liverpool and
Leeds for the rest of the year.

chiefs complain that about a fifth of their time is spent

dealing with mentally unwell people.
Government cuts have been particularly devastating
for young people with mental illness. The Child and Ad-

olescent Mental Health Service, treating people aged
under 18, has suffered a two-thirds funding reduction
since 2010. Meanwhile suicide rates are increasing.
The number of people taking their own lives rose 8%

between 2010 and 2011.

This government consistently picks on the sections
of society where people are less likely to speak up.
People suffering from mental illness are likely to be
among the most vulnerable and isolated.

The NHS was a monumental gain achieved through

One character is a worker who be-
gins to understand the exploitation.
The book shows attempts to fight
back against the system. But an-
other character, Robin’s childhood
friend, is forced into prostitution to
support her family.

The book’s main purpose is as an
introduction to some key concepts
in volume 1 of Karl Marx’s Capital.
The basic terminology is explained
as different concepts are explained
to Robin by those around him.

It begins by explaining the pro-
cess of capitalist production, the

working class struggle. But policies of privatisation car-
ried through by Labour and now the Con-Dems and the
brutal effects of austerity mean the service is consist-
ently being undermined. A socialist NHS would reverse
privatisation initiatives and invest in services required
to meet all our needs.

Sererlitg Book review: Capital - in Manga!

concept of value and the sale and
purchase of labour power and how
this inevitably leads to exploitation
of the working class, who will then
in turn fight against the system that
exploits them.

While having nowhere near the
same detail as Capital, Capital - in
Manga! is a less daunting introduc-
tion to some of Marx’s theories.

It is worth reading as a prelude
to Capital or just as a good story il-
lustrating some of capitalism’s fun-
damental flaws and the resulting
struggles.
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Reinvigorate the student movement:

Protest, occupy, strike for our education

lan Pattison
Socialist Students national chair

his autumn’s new students

will be the second batch

forced to pay the Con-

Dems’ extortionate £9,000 a
year price tag for university educa-
tion. Many others have been priced-
out of education. 30,000 fewer stu-
dents applied to go to university
last year than the previous year, and
numbers haven’t recovered this
time round.

Universities are facing a funding
crisis. While trebling tuition fees
the Con-Dems slashed the higher
education teaching budget by 80%
(100% for humanities!). University
managements can only see one so-
lution - cuts and privatisation.

There could be devastating at-
tacks on courses, services, and jobs
this autumn. Rents for student ac-
commodation, on and off campus,
are shooting up. All the while, pri-
vate sector vultures are creaming a
profit out of our education. Greedy
vice-chancellors (VCs) receive ex-
travagant pay packets. VCs at top
universities pay themselves on av-
erage of over £300,000!

The Student Loan Company (SLC)
faces privatisation. It
has even been sug-
gested by Con-Dem
government  minis-
ters that the interest
rate on our tuition fee
loans could be raised
to make them attrac-
tive to private com-
panies seeking profit.
Some have called for
the income threshold
for when we pay back
these loans to be low-
ered.

Fightback

However, students are not likely to
be passive. The energetic student
movement of 2010 erupted in re-
sponse to the Con-Dem plans to
treble tuition fees, abolish EMA
and ALG (the grants paid to poorer
students to help them through col-
lege), and drive through cuts and
privatisation.

Itwassparked bythe50,000-strong
national student demonstration
called by the National Union of Stu-
dents (NUS). Huge anger was felt
on that demonstration - thousands
occupied the Tory Party HQ at Mil-
bank. Young people were looking
for a lead on how to take the move-
ment forward but none came from
NUS.

Socialist Students gave out 10,000
leaflets on that demonstration call-
ing for student strikes. Two weeks
later, 120,000 walked out - against
the wishes of the right-wing New La-
bour NUS leadership who warned
students not to join the protests.

- HICK DT THE
. CON-DEWS!

We need a national student demonstration this academic year photo Paul Mattsson

Megaphone
agazine of

5ocialist Students
013 edition includes

he EDL and zero-hour

Many students occupied university
campuses for the next month.

Socialist Students recognised be-
fore the movement kicked off that,
faced with these attacks, students
would be forced to take action to
defend their education. This year,
faced with cuts and privatisation,
we could see a re-emergence of the
movement. We need to organise
protests, occupations, and strikes
to defend every course, service, and
job that is threatened with cuts or
closure. Socialist Students supports
the building of local anti-cuts cam-
paigns on every campus to organise
the struggle.

NUS failure

While it is the responsibility of NUS
to coordinate the student move-
ment, despite the myriad of attacks
facing students, the NUS leadership
has disgracefully so far refused to call
a national student demonstration.
We should put as much pressure
as possible on the NUS leadership,

articles on NUS, fighting

but if it refuses to provide a pro-
gramme of mass student action,
others must step in. Socialist Stu-
dents has written to the other left-
wing student groups to discuss a
joint national demonstration.

A national demonstration led by
the broad range of left-wing stu-
dent groups, anti-cuts campaigns,
and student unions, reaching out
o the mass of students with the
key demands affecting them - no to
fees, cuts and privatisation - would
have the best chance of mobilising
the biggest numbers.

Link up the struggles

Students aren’t the only group in
society suffering under the boot of
Con-Dem austerity. On Sunday 29
September thousands of workers
and others will descend on Man-
chester to protest outside the Tory
Party conference in defence of the
NHS. That demo must be the first
step in an autumn of protest.

Even though students didn’t win
in 2010, many workers were in-
spired by student struggle but mis-
takenly the leadership of the trade
unions did not bring their mem-
bers out to join the students in what
would have been a very powerful
movement.

In 2011 700,000 trade unionists
marched against austerity, and two
million public sector workers took
coordinated strike action to defend
their pensions.

Teachers, lecturers, firefighters,
postal workers, and university sup-
port staff could all be taking strike ac-
tion this autumn. It makes sense for
workers to strike together, and when
education workers take action, stu-

Solidarity with Syria at London colleges

Socialist Students recently held
two successful campaign stalls at
colleges in Waltham Forest against
military intervention in Syria.
There was a very positive re-
sponse from both students and
passers-by, all in opposition to the
proposed bombings. People agreed
with us when we said that the nec-
essary route to toppling a dictato-
rial regime such as Assad’s is not
through ‘coordinated strikes, but

through democratic working class
movements.

Today’s college students may
not remember the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, or the million-
strong demonstration against the
invasion of Iraqg, but the legacy of
the anti-war movement has made
the opposition to intervention in
Syria urgent for this generation -
especially given that we are all too
aware that the disastrous effects of

those wars are still being felt today.
Campaigning in solidarity with
suffering workers and young peo-
ple in Syria is a good way to start
the year for Socialist Students at
sixth forms and colleges across the
country. We sold eight copies of
the Socialist and raised £8 towards
campaign funds.
Mary Finch
Waltham Forest Socialist
Students

dents should strike alongside them.

The crushing defeat of Cameron
in Parliament over military inter-
vention in Syria shows this is a weak
government in crisis. We should
strike while the iron is hot. A key
step in the battle to stop austerity
and bring down the Con-Dem gov-
ernment is for the trade unions to
build a 24-hour general strike.

Socialist Students says:

e No to sky-high tuition fees - tax
the rich to fund free education

e Stop cuts and privatisation - kick
big business out of education

e Cap and slash rents - university
accommodation must be affordable
for all

e Stop the privatisation of the Stu-
dent Loan Company

e Bring Back EMA and ALG - we
need living grants for all college and
uni students

Socialist Stud

e Build campus anti-cuts campaigns
wherever courses and services are
threatened with cuts and closure

e Build a national student demon-
stration on the most important is-
sues affecting ordinary students

e Build for a massive student mo-
bilisation to protest the Tory Party
conference in Manchester on 29
September

e Protest, occupy, and strike for our
education

e Support the demand of rank and
file trade unionists for a 24-hour
general strike

e For a socialist world, where the big
monopolies are taken into public own-
ership, the economy is democratically
planned and resources are used to
meet the needs of all humanity

For reports from freshers fairs see
socialiststudents.org.uk and future
issues of the Socialist

What Is Socialist Students?

Socialist Students is the biggest
socialist organisation on univer-
sity campuses. We'll be having
discussion and debates on social-
ism, Marxism and Trotskyism,
strategic questions facing the anti-
austerity movement, international
struggles, and the issues affecting
ordinary students at colleges and
on university campuses across the
country.

Socialist Students is a democrat-
ic campaigning organisation. This
autumn follows a summer when
zero-hour contracts, where you
have no guaranteed work or pay
whatsoever, provoked a wave of
disgust and revulsion. Zero-hour
contracts mean maximum flex-
ibility for big business, maximum
poverty for the rest of us.

Socialist Students supports the
Youth Fight for Jobs (YFJ) cam-
paign which this year launched
Sick Of Your Boss? - an initiative
targeting underemployment. Sick
Of Your Boss organised protests,
occupations, and marches against
bosses that use zero-hour con-

tracts such as Sports Direct.

It has been exposed that more
than half of universities and more
than two-thirds of colleges use
zero-hour contracts, including
for teaching staff. With YFJ, we
should challenge every university
management that uses zero-hour
contracts.

Last year Socialist Students
launched the Rape Is No Joke cam-
paign to challenge sexism in com-
edy, and fight rape culture. We will
be joining Tamil Solidarity on the
protests against Cameron visiting
Sri Lanka for the Commonwealth
Heads of Government meeting
in November, thereby giving le-
gitimacy to genocidal Sri Lankan
President, Rajapaksa. Socialist
Students campaigns to stop sex-
ism, racism, and homophobia eve-
rywhere they raise their ugly head.

Socialist Students will help to
build a united movement against
fees, all cuts, and austerity, and
fight for a socialist alternative to
rotten, crisis-ridden capitalism in
Britain and across the world.
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Kick out the
corporate
vultures

Chris Moore
Gloucestershire Socialist Party

n 2004 Tory cabinet minister
Oliver Letwin boasted that “the
NHS will not exist” within five
years of a Conservative victory.

In April 2013, the Health and So-
cial Care Act opened the floodgates
to the private sector. Since then
nearly 200 contracts, worth £2.5 bil-
lion, have been offered to outsource
NHS services.

The NHS is set to become a US-
style state subsidised private health-
care market. In the US, 62% of the
900,000 personal bankruptcies a
year are due to medical expenses.

The Daily Mirror recently re-
vealed that a contract for NHS brain
cancer treatment was handed to
the world’s largest private hospi-
tal group, Hospital Corporation of
America (HCA), that just happened
to be a Tory Party donor. HCA was
part of the ‘largest healthcare fraud’
according to the US Justice Depart-
ment and in Tennessee paid doctors
to refer patients to their facilities.

‘Conveniently’ the government

had just transferred responsibility
for cancer care to NHS England.

Britain’s top NHS brain cancer
centre, University College Hospi-
tal London, was informed that it
will no longer receive funding for
NHS patients. Current patients are
to be transferred to Barts Hospital,
where HCA owns the Gamma Knife
Centre.

Lucrative

Successive Tory, Labour and now
Coalition governments have pri-
vatised and undermined the NHS.
There is a scramble among the big
health corporations to get their
snouts in the trough.

Since 2001 the Tories have
received donations of over £10
million from private healthcare
companies. At a time of economic
crisis, our illness and injury is a
lucrative business.

While doors are opened for pri-
vate companies at Barts Hospital,
Barts Health NHS Trust is loaded
with PFI (private finance initiative)
debts. Losing £2 million a week, it
announced £77.5 million cuts, the

biggest of any NHS trust.

A Care Quality Commission re-
port, that identified ‘systemic fail-
ings’ at Whipps Cross Hospital (part
of the Barts Trust), is being used to
justify cuts and privatisation. Like
the Mid Staffs crisis, where the man-
agement response to a £10 million
deficit was to make hundreds of
redundancies, increase the ratio of
untrained staff and impose a bully-
ing culture, the impact on the stand-
ard of care was devastating.

In April, 50,000 marched against
the threat of closure to Stafford hos-
pital, forcing management to back-
track. At Whipps Cross, the Unison
health branch has called protests
and is ready to call strike action if
necessary.

Strike action by NHS staff at Mid
Yorkshire Health Trust recently won
important concessions on pay and
redundancies. Mass action by the
campaign to Save Lewisham Hospi-
tal, including a 25,000-strong dem-
onstration and legal challenge, have
thwarted health secretary Jeremy
Hunt'’s plans to scrap A&E and other
key hospital services.

Protests in Gloucestershire also
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Protest at the Tory Conference

e SAVE OUR NHS
* Defend Jobs and Services
* No to Austerity

March and Rally - Sunday 29 September
Assemble at Liverpool Road, Manchester M3 4FP, 11am
Marching to a rally in Whitworth Park

held back NHS privatisation. Suc-
cessful legal arguments were part of
the campaign, but the government
response was to change the law!

From the national demonstra-
tion in Manchester on 29 Septem-
ber, health unions should launch a
national campaign to link up all the
local NHS struggles, supporting all
local strikes and preparing national
industrial action.

Mass action, starting with a 24-
hour general strike, is the way to
challenge this government and se-
cure the publicly funded and prop-
erly funded NHS we deserve.

Defend all Barts health
services and staff

Protest: Monday 16
September, 5pm, Whipps
Cross Hospital main gate

Demonstrate: Saturday 21
September, 12noon, The
Green by Whipps Cross
Hospital (near roundabout
bus stops), marching to
Walthamstow town square

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a
democratic society run for the needs of all and

not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut,
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every
possible improvement for working class people. The
organised working class has the potential power to
stop the cuts and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for
genuine socialism must be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee

for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist
international that organises in over 40 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

® No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and
benefits. Defend our pensions.

® No to privatisation and the Private Finance
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need.

® Fully fund all services and run them under
accountable, democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers and users.

® Free, publicly run, good quality education, available
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and
‘Free schools’!

® A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s

health needs - free at the point of use and under
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!

® Keep council housing publicly owned. For a
massive building programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to
provide good quality homes with low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

® Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage
to £8 an hour without exemptions as an immediate
step towards £10 an hour. For an annual increase in
the minimum wage linked to average earnings.

® All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness and holiday
rights from day one of employment.

® An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement
pension, as a step towards a living pension.

® Reject ‘Workfare'. For the right to decent benefits,
education, training, or a job, without compulsion.

® Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade

unions, democratically controlled by their members.
Fulltime union officials to be regularly elected and
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the
National Shop Stewards Network.

® A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay.
ENVIRONMENT

® Major research and investment into replacing
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.

® Public ownership of the energy generating
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.

® A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

® Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race,
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

® Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For
the right to protest! End police harassment.

® Defend abortion rights. For a woman'’s right to
choose when and whether to have children.

® For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration
laws.

NEW WORKERS’ PARTY

® For a new mass workers’ party drawing together
workers, young people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns,
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

® Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour Party
now and aid the building of a new workers’ party!
Support the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition as
an important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

® No to imperialist wars and occupations. Withdraw
the troops immediately from Afghanistan!

® Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to
take into public ownership the top 150 companies
and the banking system that dominate the British
economy, and run them under democratic working
class control and management. Compensation to
be paid only on the basis of proven need.

® A democratic socialist plan of production based
on the interests of the overwhelming majority

of people, and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

® No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a
socialist Europe and a socialist world!
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