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Bosnia:

working class 

mass protests

see pages 9

The misery continues. As we go to press 
there are still 118 flood warnings and 
166 flood alerts. Four people have 
died. Thousands of houses and prop-

erties are under water. Sinkholes also pose a 
threat. And the Environment Agency (EA) 
has highlighted the problem of ground wa-
ter, meaning saturation can prolong flooding 
even when the rain has eased.

With the flood waters that are devastat-
ing lives across the country come revelations 
about the reality of Con-Dem Britain. Firstly 
and unquestionably the floods have shown 
again that the Coalition spending cuts are a 
disaster.

This is not news to the millions of people 
whose lives have been devastated by job cuts, 
benefit cuts, or service cuts. The GMB union 
explained that the current flooding crisis is 
due to “successive years of central govern-
ment cuts that have trimmed maintenance 

budgets and staff levels to unsustainable lev-
els.” Since the government came to power the 
EA capital budget has been cut by a whopping 
28%.

On top of the job cuts at the EA, the Guard-
ian has revealed that “flood-stricken commu-
nities, including the Somerset Levels, have 
been left without planned defences following 
government funding cuts”. A Panorama pro-
gramme reported that a £256 million scheme 
to protect towns flooded by the Thames may 
never be built. See pages 6 and 7 for more on 
the impact of spending cuts.

Attempting to dodge some of the odium 
coming his way Prime Minister David Cam-
eron let the cat out of the bag. Rather than the 
usual insistence on ‘difficult decisions’ and 
‘belt-tightening’, he said: “Money is no object 
in this relief effort, whatever money is needed 
for it will be spent.”

Despite the “no blank cheque” backtracking 

attempts, Cameron’s “we are a wealthy 
country” claim reveals that when the pressure 
on government is urgent enough, particularly 
when it could threaten Tory votes, the money 
can be found. So why not for the bedroom 
tax? Why not for investment in jobs for young 
people?

Trade union and anti-cuts meetings must 
discuss how Cameron and all the cuts-sup-
porting parties can be made to feel people’s 
anger.

Cameron’s comments drive home what we 
already knew – that ‘money is no object’ for 
certain items. Look at the enthusiasm there 
is for spending £2.5 billion on F-35 fighter 
jets and the annual cuts to corporation tax, 
benefiting the super-rich bosses in the arms 
industry, banks and big business.

The PCS union estimates that £120 billion is 
lost every year through tax evasion and avoid-
ance mainly by the same super-rich elite. A 

reported 98 of the top 100 companies on the 
FTSE stock exchange, firms such as Tesco and 
Barclays, are using tax havens. 

If the unpaid taxes of the super-rich and big 
corporations were collected the deficit could 
be wiped out. That money, and what could 
come from the nationalisation of the banking 
industry and other measures, could reverse 
the cuts and fund quality flood defences.

The best way to ensure ‘money is no object’ 
when it comes to our jobs, pay, pensions, 
benefits and services is for our collective 
pressure to be asserted on the Coalition – 
most effectively through the calling of a 24-
hour general strike. 

Linked to this must be the fight for no cuts 
and socialist change so society is democrati-
cally organised and planned around all our 
needs, including the long-term safe-guarding 
of the environment.
Continued on p2

Floods
chaos
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cuts
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The floods are showing that people 
are angry. A ComRes poll found that 
nearly three-quarters of people said 
the Coalition didn’t appear to be in 

control of the situation. Rising water has ex-
posed the fury against a pampered elite in 
Westminster that continues to simmer below 
the surface.

A BBC Question Time audience in Scunthor-
pe raged against a millionaires’ government 
that had only sprang into action when the 
floods hit the wealthy shires. In the South East 
working class communities booed the West-
minster ‘wallies in wellies’ for neglecting them.

The floods have given the lie to the Con-
Dems constant claim that the private sector 
does it better and that shrinking government 
is the way forward. As Jonathon Freedland put 
it in the Guardian: “Small-government ideol-
ogy may fly in the think-tank seminar room, 
but when water’s gushing through your let-
terbox, few people call for the Downing Street 
nudge unit.” And that will probably, unusually, 
include some of the owners of riverside man-
sions. Properly funded public services are vi-
tal for the running of society. Socialists also 
say they should be democratically run to meet 
the needs of all.

Richard Ashley, Professor of Urban Water at 
the University of Sheffield, said the findings 
of his report on flooding risk for the Labour 

government in 2004 have been ignored. He 
correctly wrote in the Independent that “the 
situation in England is a systemic failure to 
take a longer-term and strategic approach to 
environmental hazards”.

Ashley highlighted how pro-capitalist gov-
ernments kowtow to the demands of big busi-
ness to the detriment of the rest of us. “Fierce 
lobbying” by the building corporations delayed 
“the commencement of Schedule 3 of the 
Flood and Water Management Act, which sets 
out how sustainable drainage systems were 
to be used and maintained in all new devel-
opments.” Last year local councils allowed 
almost 90 planning developments to proceed 
in areas at such risk of flooding that the EA 
formally opposed them, according to the Inde-
pendent on Sunday. 

Of course the short-sightedness is not 
helped by the climate change scepticism that 
has run deep in what was promised to be the 
‘greenest government ever’. Environment min-
ister and professed sceptic Owen Patterson 
has cut the number of climate change ad-
visers in the department from 38 to six and 
halved the funding for research into climate 
change.

Both Tory and Ukip groups in the European 
Parliament abstained on a 2012 motion on 
the implementation of EU water legislation. 
It was designed to tackle the “rise in the fre-

quency and intensity of floods” with “adapta-
tion and mitigation policies”. The vote em-
phasised “the importance of risk prevention, 
mitigation and response strategies to prevent 
water-related extreme phenomena”.

Con-Dem seats under threat
But many people are drawing the opposite 
conclusion. A YouGov survey found that the 
number of people who think that the ‘envi-
ronment’ is the biggest cause of concern has 
jumped from 6% to 23% in a month. 

There are also predictions that the floods 
could further erode the Tories’ electoral chanc-
es – after all many of the areas hit have been 
Tory-voting. According to the Times, of the 40 
most marginal seats held by the Tories, 15 
have been affected by the weather. Lib Dem 
seats are similarly affected.

Labour leader Ed Miliband asked if Cam-
eron was “reconsidering the redundancies” in 
the EA. Does this signify an anti-cuts stance? 
No. Labour remains committed to Tory spend-
ing plans. Labour-led councils are busy voting 
through millions of pounds of more cuts. And, 
indicating Labour’s commitment to capitalism, 
a European election candidate has even ad-
vised Miliband to “hug a banker” in the week 
big-bonus Barclays announces thousands of 
job cuts. Labour offers no alternative to the 

cuts Coalition.
The floods expose the blind, chaotic nature 

of the capitalist system and its inability to 
deal with crisis. As we wrote of the hundreds 
of thousands of victims of Bush’s handling of 
Hurricane Katrina, the suffering of the flood 
victims “is a monument to a blighted system”. 

In 2006 we contrasted “the lack of prepara-
tion, the inaction, inefficiency and corruption” 
in the US authorities to the “actions of Cuba, 
where the hurricanes’ effects were mitigated 
through the voluntary movement of a million 
people before the hurricane struck. One sys-
tem is unplanned and based on the interests 
of the propertied classes. The other, although 
unfortunately not a democratic workers’ state, 
still has the outline of a planned economy, 
which makes it possible to lessen the impact 
of natural disasters.”

This is the key revelation of the floods – 
an unplanned system run in the interests of 
the 1% will lead to misery for the mass of the 
population. Although future weather cannot 
be exactly predicted, adequate investment in 
research, public services, defences and other 
measures can mean weather doesn’t have 
to cause such suffering. But that requires a 
system with the key sectors of the economy 
publicly owned and planned under democratic 
workers’ control and management – a 
socialist system.

Floods put Tories on the rocks

Philip Stott
Socialist Party Scotland

The growing conflict over Scottish 
independence has dramatically es-
calated following the coordinated 
intervention by the main pro-union 
parties. They have ruled out an in-
dependent Scotland forming a cur-
rency union with the rest of the UK. 
This choreographed assault on the 
Scottish National Party’s (SNP) plan 
is designed to undercut support for 
independence ahead of the referen-
dum on 18 September. It may, how-
ever, have the opposite effect.

“If Scotland walks away from 
the UK, it walks away from the UK 
pound.” This was Tory Chancellor 
George Osborne’s stark warning to 
those considering voting Yes. With-
in hours Labour’s Ed Balls had given 
the same message. Lib Dem Danny 
Alexander insisted it was “crystal 
clear a currency union would create 
unacceptable risks”.

Scottish first minister Alex Sal-
mond responded by claiming that 
“the reality is that a formal cur-

rency union with a shared Sterling 
area is overwhelmingly in the rest 
of the UK’s economic interests… the 
stance of any UK government will 
be very different the day after a Yes 
vote.” The Scottish National Party 
(SNP) leadership has also raised the 
possibility of refusing to pay Scot-
land’s share of the UK debt if they 
are frozen out of a currency union.

Osborne’s threats 
The outright refusal by the main 
capitalist UK parties to allow an in-
dependent Scotland to be part of a 
sterling zone is a serious threat. It 
reflects the overwhelming opposi-
tion of British capitalism to the pos-
sible break-up of the UK state. And 
they are prepared to fight tooth and 
nail to prevent it taking place.

As it slowly dawns on the SNP 
leadership that an independent 
Scotland may not be able to par-
ticipate in a formal single currency 
arrangement, they are likely to put 
more emphasis on the other options 
contained in their “fiscal commis-
sion” which reported last year. This 

put forward four options: a sterling 
zone, the euro, a Scottish pound 
pegged to sterling and fully separate 
Scottish currency. The SNP will still 
continue to argue for their preferred 
option, hoping that post a success-
ful Yes vote there will be a change of 
position by the main capitalist par-
ties.

The SNP leadership have failed to 
grasp the reality of the entrenched 
class opposition to Scottish inde-
pendence by the majority of the 
British establishment. As a Finan-
cial Times editorial pointed out: 
“What is not in doubt – and has been 
too little discussed – is that the rest 
of the UK would be weakened. The 
international status of the ‘rump 
UK’ would be diminished. Britain’s 
prized reputation for political stabil-
ity would slip; investor confidence 
would be lost.” Or, as Cameron put it 
recently, “independence would rip 
the rug from under our reputation.” 

This nightmare scenario is driving 
the anti-independence campaign. 
“Project Fear”, the self-styled 
name of the Labour and the Con-
Dems’ Better Together campaign, 

has stepped up its propaganda 
drive recently in response to polls 
showing a small increase in support 
for independence.

Since the production of the SNP 
government’s White Paper on inde-
pendence at the end of November 
2013, nine opinion polls asked how 
people intend to vote in September. 
The Yes vote stands at 40%, an in-
crease from the 38% average from 
August to November 2013.

Economic disaster?
Even this modest increase has 
sparked concern and nervousness 
in the pro-union campaign. Since 
the start of 2014 a deluge of press 
stories has appeared predicting an 
economic disaster should Scot-
land vote to separate itself from the 
UK. RBS will leave Scotland, as will 
Lloyds, Tesco Bank and Scottish 
Widows. Power bills will rise, elderly 
care will be unsustainable, super-
markets will increase food prices, 
the pensions system will collapse.

These doom-laden predictions 
have not resulted in the polls moving 

the way the pro-union lash-up had 
hoped. Hence the need for Project 
Fear to move up a further gear.

But the SNP’s vision for an inde-
pendent Scotland isn’t bolstering 
support for independence either. 
The White Paper from the Scottish 
Government confirmed that un-
der independence the SNP intend 
to continue with cuts and cut taxes 
even further for big business. They 
are opposed to even modest meas-
ures of public ownership, even for 
profiteering gas and electricity com-
panies.

The plans for a currency union 
with the rest of the UK underpinned 
the SNP’s White Paper. It would be 
the “best option for business.” Un-
der Salmond’s plan, an independ-
ent Scotland would concede control 
over interest rates to the Bank of 
England and, in practice, give up a 
significant degree of control over 
Scottish budgets. This fiscal union 
as well as a monetary union would 
bind an independent Scotland into 
an austerity pact.

A separate Scottish currency – as 
advocated by sections of the Yes 
campaign and former deputy leader 
of the SNP Jim Sillars – would not 
offer an automatic way out either. 
Only a wide-ranging programme of 
socialist measures, including a re-
fusal to pay the debt stacked up by 
the bailout of the banks in 2008/09 
linked to the full democratic nation-
alisation of the banking system and 
the major sectors of the economy 
can lay the basis for a way forward 
and a full reversal of the cuts.

In effect the SNP’s ‘independ-
ence’ is a form of ‘devo-max’ with a 
large element of a federal arrange-
ment still in place. Their vision is 
based on a continuation of a crisis-
ridden capitalist system.

Socialist Party Scotland, while 
supporting a Yes vote in September, 
is campaigning against the SNP’s 
pro-business blueprint. We stand 
for an independent socialist Scot-
land as part of a democratic and 
voluntary socialist confederation 
with England, Wales and Ireland as 
a step to a socialist Europe.
www.socialistpartyscotland.org.uk

Scotland: ‘Project Fear’ 
goes into overdrive

Alex Salmond SNP leader

Have you got news for us? Phone us on 020 8988 8777 or 07958032071 editors@socialistparty.org.uk  fax: 020 8988 8787. editor Sarah Sachs-Eldridge, international news/youth news Sarah Wrack, 
letters/reviews Roger Shrives, workplace news Alison Hill, news Dave Carr, layout Suzanne Beishon, photographer Paul Mattsson. Deadline: Friday before publication date. Urgent news - Monday



the Socialist    20-26 February 2014 3join the socialists - www.socialistparty.org.uk news

Boom and bust
Last year government business sec-
retary Vince Cable boasted of rising 
output in Britain’s car industry as il-
lustrating a recovering UK economy. 
What Vince forgot to add was that 
it’s boom time for car bosses but 
job cuts, short-time working and pay 
freezes for car workers. 
Last year 87,000 people worked in 
the UK’s auto industry, compared to 
123,000 in 2004. And while wages 
for the lowest-paid 30% of car work-
ers have fallen by 7.5% since 2009, 
the average pay of the highest paid 
directors at the UK’s six largest 
carmakers has rocketed by 34% in 
real terms.

Pay squeeze
What’s happening in the car industry 
is mirrored elsewhere. According to 
the government’s own figures real 
wages have continually fallen since 
the onset of the recession in 2008, 
as pay levels have been eroded by 
inflation. 

Nuclear crap
The cost of clearing up the radioac-
tive sludge at the Sellafield nuclear 
site in Cumbria is estimated at a 
staggering £70 billion. But where 
there’s muck there’s brass, and the 
private consortium involved in the 
clean-up – Nuclear Management 
Partners (NMP) – is quids-in. 
According to the Public Accounts 
Committee, the government granted 
a five-year extension to NMP’s 
contract last year despite being £2 
billion over budget and accused of 
endless delays and costs spiralling 
out of control. The government also 

passed up an opportunity to bring 
the clean-up operation back into 
public hands.

Slam dunk
UK Sport recently announced its 
funding for Olympic games. Canoe-
ing got £20 million, sailing £25.5 
million and equestrianism £18 mil-
lion. However, basketball – a large 
working class participation sport – 
had its budget cut from £8.5 million 
to zero. As David Walsh, the Times 
sports writer, concluded: “To think 
Lord Coe sold London as an Olympic 
host able to inspire the youth to 
participate in sport. What a joke that 
now seems.”

Billionaires row
An estimated 800,000 people are 
on council housing waiting lists in 
London as the capital experiences 
its worse ever housing crisis. At the 
same time there are at least 740 
uninhabited mansions worth a com-
bined value of £3.2 billion, enough 
to fund the building of more than 
10,000 affordable homes.
There are 72,457 empty homes in 
London, of which 24,226 are classi-
fied as ‘long-term empty’. 
According to empty homes ‘detec-
tive’ Paul Palmer: “Offshore inves-
tors are still using some of London’s 
finest homes as real-life Monopoly 
pieces, hiding behind solicitors and 
anonymous PO box accounts in plac-
es like the British Virgin Islands.”
Many of these mansions are left to 
rot, even though they could be com-
pulsorily purchased and repaired 
and converted to flats. But local 
authorities won’t do so because of 
the spending cuts. 

Them...

...& Us
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Affordable childcare? 
And where are the jobs?
A north London parent

In Con-Dem Britain childcare 
is extortionate. Nearly a third of 
parents with children under five 
spend 30% of their monthly income 
on childcare. 

As the parent of a seven-month 
old, at the NCT (National Child-
care Trust) monthly ‘coffee morn-
ings’ I go to, you would be forgiven 
for thinking the talk would revolve 
around our babies. But no, the cost 
of childcare, the scramble for qual-
ity places and the fear of going back 
to work (emotionally and financial-
ly) dominate the discussions. 

So genuine proposals from the 
government and opposition on 
helping with the burden of child-
care and helping the 64% of moth-
ers not in work that say the high 
cost of it is a barrier to them taking 
employment, are likely to be big 
vote winners. 

Last week Ed Miliband an-
nounced that Labour’s childcare 
plans would get ‘570,000 mums in 
jobs’. Labour is proposing an in-
crease in free childcare for work-
ing parents from 15 to 25 hours, for 
three and four year olds, to make 
this happen. Alongside this, all par-
ties are agreed on the idea of length-
ening the school day to ‘help’ work-
ing parents. 

This would have a big effect on 
the economy. The Institute for Pub-
lic Policy Research has said that 
Labour’s proposal would give the 
Treasury £20,000 more than it costs 
over a four year period. They also 
state that getting 280,000 mothers 

back into the workforce would gen-
erate an extra £1.5 billion in tax rev-
enues and benefits savings. 

However, how Labour plan to find 
jobs for those 570,000 mothers they 
will free from the shackles of expen-
sive childcare is a gaping omission 
from the proposals. Are they expect-
ed to join the 2.32 million people 
officially unemployed at present in 
the fight for the paltry 569,000 job 
vacancies nationally? (Office for Na-
tional Statistics - 22/01/14) 

Labour and the Con-Dems also 
omit how they plan to achieve pro-
posals on childcare provision while 
they (both in government through 
central cuts and cuts by councils) 
have closed 578 Sure Start centres 
between the election and Novem-
ber 2013. In fact under David Cam-
eron, while the number of under-
fours has risen by 125,000, there are 
35,000 less childcare places. 

Cuts
Alongside this there have been large 
cuts to already overworked school 
teaching staff (and their pay and 
conditions) and the government 
wants to increase this burden by 
introducing proposals to have pri-
mary schools provide places for two 
year olds too. 

The moves proposed by the gov-
ernment and Labour all point in the 
same direction: ‘battery farm’ style 
childcare where, in a bid to tie par-
ents to their desks for longer, they 
put their children in facilities with 
not enough staff (the government 
also plans to change the 1:8 staff ra-
tios for after school clubs in primary 

schools to as much as 1:30) and un-
der-qualified staff.

If the government and Labour are 
serious about helping families with 
the cost of childcare they should 
look at tackling the poverty of low 
wages and the cost of the care that 
forces parents into a financial 
straitjacket.  

A finance worker 
Leicester

It has been announced that Barclays 
Bank is to cut 10,000-12,000 jobs in 
2014, 7,000 of which will be in the 
UK. This comes hot on the heels of 
the 7,650 jobs axed only last year. 
Chief Executive Antony Jenkins 
cited ‘loss of profits’ as the reason 
for giving 9% of his staff the sack, 
92.5% of whom will be frontline 
workers.

But despite Barclays’ profit slump, 
its pre-tax gains were still £5.2 bil-
lion for 2013. The pocketing of this 
at the expense of providing secure 
employment starkly reveals their 
priorities.

Some of the primary causes for 
this loss of profit have been the 
costs of ‘internal restructuring’ and 
paying legal costs. £1.2 billion alone 
has been spent on the ‘Transform’ 
programme to change Barclays 
into a ‘better-behaved’ bank, 
ie to operate legally within 
regulatory guidelines.

These changes come in the 
wake of a series of scandals 
surrounding Barclays, includ-
ing being the market front-
runner in mis-sold PPI, fined £290 
million for rigging Libor interest 

rates, forced to dissolve their tax 
avoidance division, as well as thou-
sands of files of customer data being 
leaked and sold. 

This is not to mention the central 
role the finance sector as a whole 
played in the 2007-8 crash, which 
has devastated millions of lives 
around the world.

It is clear that banks like 
Barclays do not feel they bear the 
responsibility for the destruction 
they have wrought. Instead, the price 
of Barclays’ illegal gambling and 

profiteering is being passed on to 
their workers in the form of job 
losses.

The latest affront came when it 
was revealed that at the same time 
thousands are being laid off, the 
bank’s bonus pool for 2013 rose by 
10% to an eye-watering £2.38 bil-
lion! Investment bankers in partic-
ular are seeing an increase of 13% 
(£1.6 billion). 

Since public money was used to 
bail out the banks they have paid 
out much more in bonuses than in 
corporation tax, with Barclays in 

2012 paying £82 million in CT 
while having a bonus 

pool of £2.1 billion!
It’s obvious that the 

banks are incapable of 
restraint when there’s 

the potential to make a 
quick buck. Improving 

trade union membership 
among finance workers 

is a key first step towards 
fighting back against these 

attacks. 
Ultimately though, unless 

the banks are taken into 
public ownership there will 

be no stopping the practices of 
gambling and corruption, and the 
public will inevitably be footing the 
bill.

Barclay’s bonuses - 
laughing all the way to the bank
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In brief

Council pay
The local government employers 
have scrapped the pay negotia-
tions for 1.6 million workers until 
the new rate for the minimum 
wage is set in May. The unions, 
Unite, Unison and GMB have put 
in a claim for a minimum increase 
of £1 an hour and a living wage for 
the lowest paid workers.
The employers are clearly using 
the poverty-level minimum wage 
to hold wages down. They want 
to use the likely pitiful rise in the 
minimum wage rate to resist any 
meaningful wage rise. 
Only a well-organised battle, 
including strike action, is likely 
to push the employers to reach a 
pay settlement which will address 
poverty pay and compensate for 
the effective pay cuts council work-
ers have endured over the last few 
years.

Yorkshire Ambulance
Unite members working for York-
shire Ambulance Service Trust 
were on strike for five hours on 17 
February in a dispute over shift 
patterns. The new longer shifts 
could mean workers working for 
ten hours without a meal break.
The Trust is refusing to negotiate 
with Unite, which it has derecog-
nised. In a clear cost-cutting 
exercise the trust is also trying to 
introduce emergency care assis-
tants who are being given only six 
weeks training, while paramedics 
have to undergo a two-year degree 
course.

RMT protest
Transport union RMT and the 
International Transport Federation 
protested again at Portsmouth 
Commercial docks on 18 Febru-
ary. This is to expose the practice 
of ferry owners like Condor who 
employ non-EU workers on poverty 
pay rates of £2.35 an hour. Condor 
operates a ferry service between 
Portsmouth and the Channel 
Islands.
Not only does this exploit the 
workers concerned but it also al-
lows the employers to drive down 
the wages and conditions of all 
seafarers.

Royal Opera House
Porters and cleaners at the Royal 
Opera House are being balloted for 
strike action over non-payment of 
wages owed. The contractor who 
employs them, Mitie, was forced 
to start paying the London Living 
Wage of £8.80 an hour, after strike 
action and protests, but they have 
still not paid some wages owed 
from last October. This situation 
has been exacerbated by the 
company’s refusal to recognise the 
workers’ union, IWGB.
Another contractor, Company of 
Cooks Ltd, is paying some of their 
workers £6.50 an hour on effective 
zero-hour contracts. IWGB has put 
in a claim for the London Living 
Wage and proper contracts of 
employment for these workers.
For more workplace and trade 
union news see socialistparty.
org.uk

A Doncaster Unison member

Care UK workers in Don-
caster have voted by over 
90% for serious action 
against attacks on pay 

and conditions. 
The Unison members have de-

cided the action they want to take 
is a seven-day strike, with continu-
ous action short of a strike, includ-
ing withdrawal of goodwill. They are 
now waiting for national authorisa-
tion. In the consultative ballot 118 
votes were cast and 113 voted to 
strike. This was out of 167 workers 
who were balloted.

In September 2013 the tender 
for Doncaster’s learning disability 

supported-living service was sold 
to the cheapest bidder, the Tory 
bedfellows and personal friends of 
Conservative health ministers eve-
rywhere, Care UK. 

The learning disability service, 
previously part of the NHS, was 
Doncaster’s flagship service with 
integration, individuality and in-
clusion; enriching the lives of its 
service users and providing staff 
with a job they could be proud of 
and proper training.

Now, service users with complex 
mental health needs are suffering 
as staff they have known for years 
are leaving in their droves out of 
fear of pay cuts.

In December, Care UK unveiled 
its plans to make the service more 

‘financially viable’. This means no 
enhanced pay for unsociable hours 
worked - an average of a £500 a 
month pay cut in real terms. There 
are other cuts to terms and condi-
tions.

This proposal was overwhelm-
ingly rejected by Unison members 
and a ballot for strike action was 
issued, the ballot came back in fa-
vour of industrial action.

Care UK then came back with the 
concessions they were willing to 
make in order to avoid a strike.

A whopping £1 an hour extra 
for night shifts and £2 an hour for 
weekends and bank holidays. In 
real terms an estimated average 
pay cut of only £440 a month! No 
wonder the results of the second 

ballot are nine-tenths in favour of 
action.

In the meantime Care UK has at-
tempted to bypass the unions by 
individually contacting employees 
and offering to buy them out of 
their contracts for a one-off taxable 
payment which will be the financial 
difference between working for the 
NHS and working for Care UK. 

Employees have been given a 
deadline of 21 March to accept this 
offer.

The company has said that unless 
an agreement is reached between 
themselves and the unions, on 23 
March all employees previously on 
NHS contracts will be sacked and 
offered re-employment on Care 
UK’s terms and conditions. 

Glasgow Unison members

The Glasgow care workers strike ac-
tion is growing stronger and more 
solid. After taking two 48-hour 
strikes in January nearly 400 Uni-
son members involved completed a 
72-hour strike over the Valentine’s 
weekend. At a mass meeting on 
16 February workers unanimously 
voted to escalate their action and 
intend to take a further three 72-
hour strikes starting in March. 

The mood of the meeting was one 
of anger and determination. Strik-
ers have been encouraged by the 
many letters of support they have 
received. They feel that by clearly 
stating their intention to strike for 
a further three weekends they will 
send a message to management 
that they intend to fight this battle 
to a finish.

The Director of Social Work had 

attempted to by-pass the union by 
threatening to put all workers who 
did not sign up to attacks on terms 
and conditions on 45-day notice 
of termination of their contracts. 
These attacks include pay cuts for 
more than 300 of the just over 500 
staff. Workers have been moved 
onto 12-hour shifts from eight 
hours previously.

Pressure is growing on the Labour 
leadership of Glasgow city council. 
Glasgow trades council has written 
to all councillors accusing the 
council of anti-trade union tactics. 
They have called for negotiations 
with Unison to ensure there are no 
cuts to the living standards of the 
workers.

Messages of support should be 
sent to enquiries@glasgowcityuni-
son.co.uk Donations to the strike 
fund should be made out to Uni-
son, Glasgow City Branch, 84 Bell 
Street, Glasgow G1 1LQ

Bob Severn
East London Socialist Party

Teachers at Avenue Primary School 
in Newham, East London, took strike 
action on 12 February because the 
school has broken away from nation-
al pay agreements.

Tory education minister Michael 
Gove has allowed schools to set 
their own pay policy in order to cut 
teachers’ pay. But schools can choose 
to keep to existing arrangements.

The HR committee at the school 
(which consists of four governors 
including the chair of governors - a 
local authority appointee) agreed 
a new pay policy on behalf of the 
whole governing body. Despite the 
National Union of Teachers’ (NUT) 
attempts, since September, to re-
quest that the governing body keep 
the existing pay scales without add-
ing in half points, the chair of gov-
ernors refused further talks with the 
union.

The new pay scheme has 16 points 
on the scale instead of nine. This 
means that teachers could get a 
smaller pay rise for each year worked 

than in other schools. It makes it 
harder for teachers to show they 
should get an annual pay rise.

The teachers think that having to 
prove they are meeting targets for a 
pay rise will take them away from the 
important job of teaching. 

Addressing the pickets, NUT exec-
utive member Martin Powell-Davies 
said: “The new points scheme is 
playing divide and rule, trying to put 
teachers against each other and put-
ting more stress on observations. But 
working as a team, sticking together, 
teachers can stop what’s wrong, like 
this pay plan.”

Another two days of strike action 
is planned for the first week of March 
if the school does not back down. 
There is also a national NUT strike 
planned for 26 March.

Teachers welcomed the idea of 
standing Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition candidates in the 22 
May local elections. Every council 
seat in Newham is currently occu-
pied by a Labour Party member. Yet 
it seems, through Local Authority ap-
pointed governors, they are support-
ing schools breaking away from the 
national pay scheme.

A Runcorn TPS worker

There was an unofficial walkout by 
construction workers at Runcorn 
thermal power station on 13 Febru-
ary in another dispute over safety 
issues on the site in north west 
England. During the recent storms 
a section of cladding from a flue 
stack blew off on the neighbouring 
Ineos Chlor plant and the site was 
evacuated. 

On returning to work the next 
day some workers refused to go 
onto the site due to concerns over 
site safety despite assurances from 
Keppel Segers (KS), the company 
in overall charge on the site.

A mass meeting was called at 
10.30am and it was moved that we 
would cabin up for two hours with 
the reps to meet with management 
and reconvene the meeting for a re-
port back. 

At the second meeting we were 
told that there had been no discus-
sions with KS management over 
the safety issues. They said if we 
returned to normal working there 
would be no loss of monthly bonus 

for the workers who had gone to 
work at the start of shift but no pay 
for the two hours and there would 
be a meeting with the reps later in 
the day. 

This was rejected out of hand by 
the workforce and it was moved 
that we withdraw labour and return 
the following day for a report back 
on negotiations. At the meeting on 
Friday morning we were told that 
KS had agreed to review the safety 
policy and offered outline propos-
als to the reps. 

However prior to the meeting, 
one of the supervisors let slip to 
me that the Permit to Work issuers, 
responsible for safety assessment 
on the site, would not take respon-
sibility for the permits they were 
issuing, effectively making them 
worthless. I reported this to the 
meeting and it was moved that we 
would return to site and cabin up 
again and claim pay for the day as 
we did not have a safe workplace, 
which we won. 

Another example of how an 
intransigent management can 
be forced to move by workers’ 
solidarity. 

Doncaster care workers 
vote for seven-day strike

Action escalates in 
Glasgow

Runcorn: 
Workers’ solidarity 
scores victory

Angry Glasgow care workers take to the streets  photo SP Scotland

New pay scheme provokes teachers in 
Newham
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Elaine Brunskill
Newcastle

Across Britain the implementation of 
the bedroom tax has created seeth-
ing anger.

A survey by the National Housing 
Federation (NHF) shows that since 
its introduction last April, a stagger-
ing two thirds of homes affected by 
the policy have fallen into rent ar-
rears. One in seven families hit by the 
tax are being put under enormous 
stress as eviction risk letters drop 
onto their doormats and they face 
the possibility of losing their home.

The report also highlights that an 
estimated two thirds of the 413,000 
people in England affected by the 
bedroom tax are disabled. Yet, ac-
cording to disability charity Pap-
worth Trust, many disabled people 
have been refused emergency finan-
cial help, and are struggling to pay 
the tax by cutting back on food and 
household bills. 

In Newcastle one woman told us 
that on a recent visit to her mother, 
who is affected by the bedroom 
tax, she was appalled to realise 
that her mother had no food in her 
cupboards!

Con-Dem 
ministers, living 
in their man-
sions, have said 
people facing 
the bedroom tax 
have the choice 
to move into a 
smaller home 
or pay. This is a 
lie! There are 
not enough 
homes 
with fewer 
bedrooms 
for people 
to move 
into. 

A BBC 
news 
report 
revealed 
that housing 
estates across 
the country 
now have larger 
family homes ly-
ing empty because 
tenants in receipt of 
housing benefit cannot 
afford to move into them. 
The boarded up houses are 
dragging down housing estates.

Local 
residents in 

Carlisle who 
want to move 

into smaller 
properties 

were angered 
when single 
bedroomed 

flats were 
demolished, 

to be replaced 
by two 

and three 
bedroomed 

houses. At 
the local an-
ti-bedroom 
tax meeting 
they asked: 

“Where can 
we go now?”
The defeat 

of the bedroom 
tax in Scotland 

has given a wel-
come boost to 

campaigners in Eng-
land and Wales. This 

is coupled with the rev-
elation that a loophole in the 

government’s welfare reforms 
means that the bedroom tax does 

not apply to tenants who have lived 
in the same property for more than 
17 years. 

It has been estimated that around 
50,000 people have been wrongly 
held liable by this shambles. This 
loophole is causing havoc as it 
seems most councils will not have 
kept records dating back to 1996. 

Another loophole has been high-
lighted by the Bolton Upper Tribu-
nal which has judged that a bed-
room is “a room furnished with a 
bed or used for sleeping in”. So if the 
room is used for another purpose, 
such as for storage, it should not be 
subject to the bedroom tax.

Loopholes such as these are to 
be welcomed, and appeals should 
be lodged. However, the Con-Dems 
will undoubtedly attempt to rectify 
these glitches with new regulations. 
It is therefore imperative to step 
up the campaign. Alongside public 
meetings and protests, local anti-
bedroom tax groups should consid-
er standing in May’s council elec-
tions as part of the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC).

The Con-Dem government has 
been put on the backfoot. Now is 
the time to strike a killer blow on 
the hated bedroom tax.

Dave Griffiths

80 people whistled, rattled and 
jeered at a midday protest as 
Worcestershire county council vot-
ed to cut £98 million of services.

Support services are to be cut 
from £15 million to a shocking £6.5 
million.

Ukip support for the Tory policy 
helped ensure the cuts plan was 
voted through despite a brave pre-
debate appeal from women users of 
the support service.

Trades unionists from unions 
representing council workers - 
Unite, Unison and GMB - joined 
the young women protesters who 
have set up a ‘Save Our Support’ 
campaign.

Support for older people is to be 
cut from £7 million to £3 million, do-
mestic abuse support from £900,000 
to £460,000, homelessness sup-
port from £1.12 million to £600,000 
and supported accommodation for 
families and young people from 
£1.88 million to £900,000. Offenders 
services were completely removed 

and physical disability support re-
duced from £963,000 to £308,000. 
Mental health and substance abuse 
services were also slashed.

This was “terrifying” to these 
women who have managed recently 
to turn their and their children’s lives 
around only because of the support 
they have received. 

A social worker told Socialist Party 
members that: “All of us are more 
concerned for service users than our 
jobs.” 

Kevin Greenway of the civil service 

union PCS gave his support to the 
protesters and spoke of united 
action against the government and 
Socialist Party member Pete McNally 
was cheered when he spoke of the 
cowardice “of local councillors 
passing on cuts to local people who 
should instead be passing onto the 
government what we need.”

The council may have brutally ig-
nored the pleas from the women 
campaigners, but they cannot be 
ignored if a mass campaign of op-
position is built.

Dave Semple

Seventy Kent socialists, trade union-
ists and parents from the Save Kent 
Children’s Centres campaign staged 
a march through the centre of Can-
terbury on Saturday 15 February in 
protest at the closure of 12 children’s 
centres by the Tory county council.

Following two previous dem-
onstrations and with thousands of 
names on a petition, Kent county 
council retreated from its initial pro-
posal of closing 23 children’s centres. 

Now, however, up to 300 staff at 
the children’s centres have been 
told that they will have to re-apply 
for their jobs as opening hours of 
centres are reduced and the council 
seeks to strip out resources. 

Saturday’s march culminated in 
a rally, addressed by David Lloyd 
from the Unison branch responsible 
for the workers in these centres. He 
slammed Kent county council for 
ignoring their own procedures and 
failing to heed a parents’ petition to 
refer the decisions on closures back 
to the full council. Parents and work-
ers are under no illusion that the full 
council would decide differently, but 
it would give more space to build the 
campaign.

Unison is to debate holding an 
indicative ballot for strike action in 
the coming months. Managers have 
been bullying staff to keep them 
from taking leaflets when going to 
work, let alone getting involved in 
the campaign.

The Unison branch committee, 
working with the teaching unions 
NUT and ATL, who represent staff 
working in the centres, have re-
stricted themselves to lobbying. 
To win a ballot, they would have to 
lay out a detailed plan of action to 
defend the 600 jobs at risk over the 
next three years.

At the rally, Mike Sargent, from 
the RMT executive and TUSC steer-
ing committee, received hearty ap-
plause when he demanded election 
candidates who are accountable, 
unlike any of the main parties. Vir-
tually everyone who addressed the 
rally – far beyond the Socialist Party 
members or known TUSC support-
ers present – said something similar 
about backing anti-cuts candidates.

Though there were a few Labour 
activists and a smattering of Greens 
present, it was clear that neither 
had mobilised their members. And 
the most either could muster was 
to describe informing staff of Sure 
Start redundancies by email as 
“insensitive”.

TUSC was by far the most visible 
presence on the demonstration, and 
it was clear that we correctly articu-
lated the demands of local activists. 
The mood is there for a political al-
ternative to austerity, even in the 
heartlands of Tory Britain.

It is our responsibility to consist-
ently provide the answers for which 
they are searching, and to build their 
confidence in TUSC. The demon-
stration in Canterbury was a strong 
step in this direction.

Councillor Kevin 
Bennett, who 

was suspended 
from the La-

bour group 

for voting against the Warrington 
Borough Council (WBC) budget cuts 
in 2013, is still awaiting confirmation 
on when he will be allowed to return.

The WBC budget for the next fi-
nancial year looks set to include up 
to 75 job losses, service redesigns 
and increasing council tax by 1.98%. 

Kevin said:  “The Public Consulta-
tion was a ‘sham’, it was sent out with 
very limited information and didn’t 
outline what cuts would be made. 

“As I understand it, adult social 
care will be ‘farmed out’ to a so-
cial enterprise company. There has 
been no explanation of how this will 
save money, therefore I can only as-
sume that it will be by cutting wages 
and staff. 

“According to the information I’ve 
received, WBC has already closed 
three day care centres, reduced the 

overall manager numbers by a third, 
restructured and reduced the team 
size for respite services for learning 
disabilities.

“The council is also cutting direct 
payments to adult social care recipi-
ents. These cuts will be devastating 
for the people involved.

“Some of the savings these cuts 
are proposed to make are miniscule 
in comparison to the 2013-14 fore-
casted borrowing figure to fund the 
capital programme of almost £500 
million. At the same time WBC has 
millions from investments sat in 
the bank. 

“WBC has ‘dipped’ into reserves 
this year, which goes to show that 
reserves can be used to mitigate 
the cuts. I was made to feel like an 
outcast for even suggesting such a 
thing.”

Service users “terrified” by 
cuts in Worcester

Save Kent Children’s 
Centres march 
through Canterbury

Rebel councillor Kevin Bennett criticises cuts in Warrington

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) is an electoral alliance 
that stands candidates against all 
cuts and privatisation. It involves 
the RMT transport workers’ union, 
leading members of other trade unions 
including the PCS, NUT and POA, the 
Socialist Party and others.

www.tusc.org.uk

Time to strike the bedroom tax a killer blow

Worcester Town Hall where the cuts were voted through
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Floods reveal rottenness of 
government cuts

Pete Dickenson

Commenting on the most excep-
tional period of rainfall since 
records began 248 years ago, the 
Met Office’s Chief Scientist, Julia 

Slingo, has said that “all the evidence sug-
gests there is a link to climate change’ and 
‘there is no evidence to counter the basic 
premise that a warmer world will lead to 
more intense daily and hourly rain events”. 

She was introducing a Met Office re-
port that links the floods to unusual 
weather in other parts of the world. Vari-
ations in the North Atlantic and Pacific 
jet streams, (the powerful currents of air 
high in the atmosphere that drive weath-
er systems), are connected to the present 
extreme weather in Europe and America. 
In turn, these are partly a result of chang-
ing weather patterns in South East Asia 
and ‘associated with higher than normal 
ocean temperatures in that region’. 

The flip-side of the unprecedented 
rainfall in Britain and Western Europe, 
is drought elsewhere. California is ex-
periencing its worst drought on record, 
following similar events in Australia and 
South Asia. Studies of the worldwide pat-
tern of extreme weather are making it 
ever clearer that human induced climate 
change is behind what is happening. 

David Cameron has said he ‘suspects’ 
there is a link to climate change, but puts 
forward policies that will make it worse. 
The centre of the government’s energy 
policy is to promote fracking, alongside a 
massive expansion in the number of gas-
fired power stations. If these are allowed 
to go ahead, it will give a big twist to the 
greenhouse gas emissions that cause cli-
mate change. 

Ed Davey, Lib Dem climate change 
minister, has now come out and attacked 
the Tories for not taking global warming 
seriously, conveniently forgetting that he 
was the author of the programme to bring 
in fracking and remains an enthusiastic 
supporter of the technology.  

As well as pushing an anti-green en-
ergy programme, Cameron’s administra-
tion cut the money needed to deal with 
the consequences of climate change. In 
October last year, it was announced that 
the Environment Agency (EA) would be 
losing 1,400 jobs including 500 staff in 
the key service of flood risk management. 

The effect on flood defences will be even 
greater than the loss of 500 staff suggests, 
since the crucial flood incident response 
role in the EA is carried out by staff from 
all functions, who provide an out-of-
hours service, according to Kevin Warden 
from Prospect, the union that represents 
many EA staff. 

Moving staff from other areas is also 
not a solution since they have critically 
important jobs such as radio-active waste 
management. In 2009, the EA asked for 
£500 million extra over 25 years to deal 
with the consequences of climate change 
- this was flatly rejected. 

In addition to EA job cuts, capital 
spending on flood defences was axed, 
from £680 million in 2010 to £533 million 
in 2013-14. The rules on funding for flood 
defence were also changed to make it far 
more difficult to justify any expenditure, 
so that any scheme would have to show 
that £8 of financial benefit would result 
from every £1 spent. 

‘Unlimited funds’
Labour attacks on the Con-Dems ring 
hollow, since they were planning massive 
cuts to the EA if they had won the 2010 
election, as well as rejecting the call for ex-
tra climate-change related funds in 2009 
when they were in power.  

Since the floods are affecting many af-
fluent Tory voting areas, Cameron went 
into a panic and said that ‘unlimited’ 
funds will be available for dealing with 
the crisis. It remains to be seen what Cam-
eron’s pledge will amount to. The gov-
ernment is already backtracking with the 
transport minister saying that there is “no 
blank cheque”, and in the House of Com-
mons on 12 February, the prime minister 
said nothing about reversing the job cuts 
at the EA, when challenged. The extra 
£110 million announced two weeks ago 
will hardly restore the cuts made in 2011. 

Whatever money does materialise, 
where it should go has been a 
controversial question. The obnoxious 
Tory MP Eric Pickles, temporarily in 
charge of the environment department, 
has said it was a mistake not to have 
dredged the rivers, which was based on 
the advice of ‘so-called experts’ in the 
EA. This ignorant comment has been 
turned into government policy, although 
the evidence is that dredging would have 

made little difference to the flooding in 
Somerset. 

In some circumstances dredging can 
make matters worse, since it can facilitate 
the flow of water from upland areas to 
cause more flooding downstream in built-
up areas. What is required is a long-term 
answer to the problem of flooding. First 
and foremost, this means tackling the root 
causes of climate change by switching to 
renewable energy, which could reduce 
the intensity of weather events, such as 
storms and floods.

Decisive action in this area, although 
crucial, will take decades to have an ef-
fect, so action is needed now to increase 
the capacity of the countryside to absorb 
rainfall, which has been significantly re-
duced by over-intensive agriculture, as 
well as strengthening flood defences.

Clearing uplands for sheep grazing has 
reduced the capacity of the land to absorb 
rainfall. Research has shown that full re-
forestation could reduce flooding peaks 
by 50%. A policy to increase the capac-
ity of the earth to hold water has been re-
jected by Cameron, in favour of dredging, 
but reforestation to deal with flooding is a 
policy supported by his own government 
in the tropics through the Department for 
International Development. 

Counting the cost
In Britain, by clearing uplands, farmers 
can qualify for lucrative grants from the 
EU Common Agricultural Policy. This in-
centive has driven deforestation of huge 
tracts, since land covered by trees is not 

eligible for subsidies.   
At an early stage, the insurance cost of 

the floods was put at £750 million, but 
this will rise rapidly as the crisis devel-
ops. The overall cost to society and the 
economy will be many times the insur-
ance claims. Food production will be hit 
by having vast areas of agricultural land 
under water for up to six months. 

Combined with a similar situation in 
North West Europe, and with droughts 
elsewhere, such as in the USA, there 
could be big rises in food prices again, 
cutting living standards, and hitting the 
poorest in society the most. Until the 
present storms hit, the floods of 2007 
had been almost forgotten by the estab-
lishment, but their cost was huge, £3 bil-
lion in insurance claims alone.

Despite all this evidence of the enor-
mous cost of extreme weather events, 
not to mention the human misery in-
flicted, the government still takes no se-
rious action to address climate change, 
which is the most probable cause of the 
deep intensity of the storms. 

In fact, until the present situation 
developed, green issues had been bur-
ied, with the notorious statement com-
ing from Cameron’s office to ‘dump the 
green crap’. The present devastation will 
probably force the ruling class to take 
some short-term measures to adapt to 
climate effects, but they will fight any 
move to seriously tackle climate change 
itself. The big corporations will lobby to 
stop any action that could in any way af-
fect their profits, whatever the environ-
mental cost to society.

Climate change policy 
failure Paul Couchman 

Secretary of Save Our Services in Surrey

In recent months trade unions and resi-
dents in Spelthorne, North Surrey, have 
been campaigning against Surrey Coun-
ty Council’s (SCC) plans to cut fire ser-
vices in the borough by half.

Save Our Services in Surrey (SOSiS) 
has been at the heart of the anti-cuts 
campaign. Residents associations, the 
Fire Brigades Union and many local 
councillors have all been strident in 
their opposition to the cuts. 

Just a few days after the Tory coun-
cil cabinet voted through these cuts on 
4 February, Spelthorne (and the sur-
rounding areas) have seen the worst 
flooding for 250 years. Up to 10,000 
people have been displaced from their 
homes. 

Thorpe Park is being used to house 

evacuated people. The army have taken 
over one of the biggest council offices 
(the Runnymede Centre) to use as a 
base for their rescue operations and the 
local Fire and Rescue services have been 
working day and night to support, de-
fend and rescue local people, along with 
colleagues from other areas like North-
amptonshire and Norfolk. 

A raft of MPs and party leaders have 
visited the area. A floating raft would 
have been more useful! Most of these 
dignitaries have been harangued by dev-
astated and angry local people who be-
lieve any help has been too little too late. 

Cuts in the Environment Agency have 
been a hot topic in the local press and 
the wisdom of cutting fire and rescue 
services is now being seriously criticised.

Local Tory MP Philip Hammond said 
any debate about flood policy and the 
cuts should wait for a ‘slower time’ while 
the immediate crisis was dealt with. 

Flooding also seems to be a class is-
sue. Troops were deployed in Datchet 
almost immediately (could this be be-
cause it is near to Windsor and Eton 
where the very rich, business people, 
bankers and politicians live and are ‘ed-
ucated’?). 

Just down the river and under as 
much water, are the less exclusive ar-
eas of Wraysbury and Staines. It took a 
few outbursts on the TV news from lo-
cal residents about the unfair distribu-
tion of help before similar mobilisations 
came down river.

One thing is clear. The government 
and local councils were totally unpre-
pared for these floods. Cuts to dredging 
of rivers, flood defences, council staff 
and fire and rescue services are being 
shown to be a totally false economy. 

SOSiS will continue to fight to defend 
and improve all local public services.
www.sosis.org.uk

A Unison rep in the Environment 
Agency

It seems a lifetime ago, but cast your 
minds back just over 18 months and Brit-
ain was in the grip of the worst drought 
for 100 years. Fast forward to 2014 and 
we’ve witnessed some of the most ex-
treme weather events on record. 

At the forefront of this battle against 
the elements is the Environment Agency 
and its workers who have been on the 
frontline almost non-stop since last No-
vember. Thousands of staff have been in-
volved erecting defences day and night, 
warning communities and offering ex-
pert advice on how best to protect prop-
erties. Thousands more have helped run 
24-hour incident rooms and cover other 
duties such as pollution prevention and 
waste crime as the Environment Agency 
staff have pulled together.

It is particularly galling then that dur-
ing all these efforts, the self-professed 
‘greenest government ever’ of the Con-
Dems is hell bent on sacking 1,700 staff 
across the Agency as Defra (the govern-
ment ministry) seeks to deliver its cuts 

for Osborne’s austerity package. Essen-
tial activities which safeguard our envi-
ronment are all in the firing line - no de-
partment is immune.

While some give assurances that the 
Agency can absorb these cuts without 
impacting on delivery, we know the real 
story that the ability to protect and en-
hance the environment will be severely 
curtailed. Those areas hit particularly 
hard will include the prevention and 
prosecution of waste crime, monitoring 
and protection of migratory fish, pollu-
tion management and work with plan-
ning authorities to ensure safeguards are 
in place for new developments - it will 
effectively be a “licence to pollute” 
for unscrupulous operators.

The Con-Dems should 
implement an imme-
diate moratorium and 
reversal of cuts within 
the Agency and recog-
nise that the cost of re-
sponding to incidents 
is much greater than 
the effective prevention 
which the cuts would 
compromise.
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There is nothing natural 
about disastrous cuts

Osborne’s austerity is jeopardising the 
environment

Prime Minister David Cameron now 
says “money is no object” when it 
comes to the floods relief effort, but 
how much has been spent on flood 
prevention? 
Flood defence spending went into re-
verse after the 2010 austerity budget 
by almost £100 million a year. Before 
Osborne’s spending cuts the Treasury 
set a cost benefit criteria of every £1 
spent resulting in £5 quantifiable ben-
efit in alleviating flood damage. New 
rules mean that now, every £1 spent 
has to result in £8 of benefit. 

Consequently, hundreds of flood 
defence projects were scrapped or are 
now seriously underfunded, including 
those on the Somerset Levels. 
This underfunding contrasts markedly 
with the Netherlands where the gov-
ernment spends four times as much 
per capita on its flood defence infra-
structure. Yet the cost to economic 
output in the storm and flood affected 
areas of the UK could amount to 
nearly £14 billion.
In terms of spending on flood 
defences then clearly money is an 
object as far as the Con-Dem govern-
ment is concerned. Only after private 
insurance companies threatened to 
withdraw cover for 350,000 homes 
last June did the government agree an 
increase in flood defence funding.

Cameron’s 
hypocrisy

Sand bags are delivered

Met Office’s 
Chief Scientist, 
Julia Slingo, 
has said 
that “all the 
evidence 
suggests 
there is a link 
to climate 
change”

A raft of MPs 
and party 
leaders have 
visited the 
area. A floating 
raft would 
have been 
more useful! 
Most of these 
dignitaries 
have been 
harangued by 
devastated 
and angry local 
people who 
believe any 
help has been 
too little too late

£100m
a year cut from 
flood defence 
spending since 
the 2010 austerity 
budget

Available from



Sue Berry

Over 60 people attended a pub-
lic meeting in Strood, one of the 
Medway towns in Kent, on 15 Feb-
ruary to discuss the next moves in 
a grassroots campaign to save the 
local library. 

Medway council has ignored a 
5,000-name petition and brushed 
aside large protests outside two 
council meetings. Faced with this 
intransigence, local campaigners 
have pledged to step up their pub-
lic profile through protests, pickets 
and a demonstration through the 
towns. 

Addressing the packed meeting, 
Marion Shoard, writer and lectur-
er, said: “We have a superb library. 
Losing the library and Strood 
Community Project is a double 
act of vandalism. The council have 
misled us and are just not listen-
ing.” She urged residents to make 
their voices heard.

Kim West, manager of the 
Strood Community Project, which 
has now been evicted from the 
High Street to make way for a 
downsized and relocated ‘com-
munity hub’, said: “This decision 
has been rushed through with no 
public consultation. An outstand-
ing charity shop with a footfall of 
over 300 people a day, providing 

support for vulnerable people, 
has been brushed aside, in favour 
of the policy to develop commu-
nity hubs. This amounts to cuts in 
frontline services.”

A steering committee was set up 
to coordinate future action. 30 pro-
testers picketed the council on 17 
February and a lobby is planned of 
the council’s budget setting meet-
ing on 20 February at 6.30pm at the 
St George’s Centre, Chatham. 

Medway Council will rue the 
day they decided to ignore 5,000 
local residents. Public libraries 
were created as centres of recrea-
tion and learning, not as second-
ary outlets for downgraded and 
overstretched council services. 

In Newcastle we had an excellent 
Fast Food Rights day of action on 
15 February. We staged a protest 
outside McDonalds which includ-
ed activists from Youth Fight for 
Jobs, the bakers union BFAWU, the 
Socialist Party and others. 

Chanting could be heard across 
Northumberland Road: “When 
they say supersize, we fight back 
and unionise”. 

We had speeches denouncing 
the use of zero-hour contracts and 
calling for unionisation of the fast-
food industry to stop bullying man-
agement and for decent pay and 
conditions. We went into McDon-
alds, Burger King and Costa Coffee 
giving out leaflets. 

Our action was energetic and 
received wide support. Many peo-
ple who approached us had either 
been on a zero-hour contract or 
knew someone who was and many 
signed up to the campaign. 

We only found opposition from 
management in McDonalds who 
called the police. When one police-

man turned up he said everything 
was fine and we could continue. 

This is just the first day of a big 
campaign in the north east and we 

are planning to have a similar sort 
of demo outside  different fastfood 
restaurants regularly. 
Paul Phillips
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Successful Socialist Party conferences 
prepare for the year ahead
Wales
Around 50 Socialist Party Wales 
members from all parts of the 
country held a very successful annual 
conference in Cardiff on 16 February.

Socialist Party deputy general 
secretary Hannah Sell gave an inspi-
rational opening speech outlining 
the impact of the economic crisis 
in Britain and the inevitability of a 
fightback by the working class.

The discussion then highlighted 
the key role our members are play-
ing in the trade union movement in 
Wales. Members in Unison are bat-
tling against the vicious cuts being 
implemented by Labour-led coun-
cils with Carmarthenshire Unison 
branch pointing the way forward by 
fighting for a ‘no-cuts budget’. 

Our members in the civil servants 
union PCS continue to fly the flag of 
resistance despite fighting on their 
own in many instances because of 
the failure of the Trades Union Con-
gress (TUC) to initiate the popular 
demand for a one-day general strike. 

Steven Skelly, executive member 
for Wales and the South West in 
the transport union RMT, brought 
greetings to the conference. He re-

emphasised the importance of in-
dustrial action against class enemies 
such as Tory London Mayor, Boris 
Johnson, who is licking his wounds 
after being forced to step back from 

his attacks on London underground 
workers. Further action by RMT 
members may be necessary but it is 
a lesson and inspiration to millions 
of workers that militant action can 
stop these attacks.

Ross Saunders introduced the par-
ty building session by recording our 
successes in Wales over the past year 
and also explaining the methods and 
determination necessary to recruit 
more new members to our party. 

Our young student members re-

ported their initiatives in building 
Socialist Students in the colleges 
and universities in Wales. Our fi-
nance organisers are launching the 
2014 subs campaign to increase our 
resources to help us raise social-
ist strategies in the anti-cuts cam-
paigns and our youth and trade un-
ion activities.

Our 2014 Socialist Party Wales 
conference was enthusiastic and 
brimming with confidence for the 
coming year. This was reflected in 
the excellent fighting fund appeal 
which raised £811 as well as one 
visitor signing up to join at the end 
of conference.
Alec Thraves

East Midlands
East Midlands Socialist Party held 
a successful regional conference 
with 30 members in attendance and 
some excellent political discussion. 
A slideshow video at the beginning 
of the day reminded us of the vast 
amount of activity we have been 
involved in over the last year – from 
standing in elections and support-
ing picket lines to building support 

in the universities and campaigning 
against zero-hour contracts. 

Rob Williams, from the Socialist 
Party executive committee, outlined 
prospects for struggle in Britain and 
there were contributions from the 
floor about the situation facing young 
people and the horrific cuts expected 
this year in local government. 

We had workshops on whether 
political parties are relevant to 
young people, how we can help 

organise in the workplace, what 
makes a successful Socialist Party 
meeting and who should write for 
the Socialist (eds: everyone!). 

The conference inspired our 
members, reflected in a fighting 
fund appeal raising over £330. The 
launch of a subs campaign result-
ed in a few members immediately 
agreeing to increase their financial 
commitment to the Socialist Party.
Becci Heagney

Medway council will 
“rue the day” they 
attacked our library

Fast Food Rights day of action

Stop the deportation of Jermaine Strachen
A young father is facing deportation 
because he lost his own father in a 
hit and run in 2004.

Jermaine Strachen was 14 at the 
time of his father’s death and was 
dependent on his father (a British 
citizen) for his immigration status in 
the UK. Now 26 he faces deportation 
leaving his remaining family includ-
ing a six year old son behind.

Since his father’s death Jermaine 
has been subject to reporting condi-

tions, which he has complied with.
Ruth Cashman, joint secretary of 

Lambeth Unison stated: “It defies 
belief that the Home Office would 
compound the Strachan family’s 
tragedy by deporting Jermaine.

“Jermaine lost his father at 14 and 
his six year old son Maliki also faces 
growing up without his father. We 
consider this a gross injustice and 
believe Jermaine Strachan should 
remain in the UK with his family 

and should be given full British 
Citizenship.”
● Jermaine’s reference number is 
S793967 and he is currently detained 
at Dover Immigration Centre: Unison is 
calling upon local people to send mes-
sages of support to Jermaine’s family 
(hazel.strachan1@hotmail.co.uk) and 
letter of protest to his local MP, Steve 
Reed (steve.reed.mp@parliament.uk) 
and the Home Office (UKBApublicenquir-
ies@UKBA.gsi.gov.uk)

At the Wales conference photo Les Woodward

In London about 30 protesters, including Youth Fight for Jobs activists 
and BFAWU president Ian Hodson (pictured), marched around 
McDonalds, Burger Kings and Costa Coffees on Oxford Street calling 
for an end to zero-hour contracts and for the workers inside to join the 
union photo Sarah Wrack

In  Wales the 
excellent fighting 
fund appeal raised 
£811 and one visitor 
signed up to join at 
the end

‘Losing the library 
and Strood 
Community Project 
is a double act 
of vandalism. 
The council have 
misled us and are 
just not listening’
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Pakistan: Negotiating 
peace

Government/Taliban talks begin - 
But where will they go?

Khalid Bhatti, Socialist 
Movement Pakistan, Lahore

South Sudan: Power 
struggle tearing apart 
world’s newest nation

Spark for another regional war in 
Africa?

Peluola Adewale, Democratic 
Socialist Movement, Nigeria

South Africa: The end of 
Cosatu?

Time for a new socialist trade 
union federation

WASP (Workers and Socialist 
Party) reporters, South Africa

Niall Mulholland

A revolt of workers, students, 
the jobless and war veter-
ans has swept across Bos-
nia Herzegovina, in protest 

at dire economic and social condi-
tions and institutionalised ethnic 
division. 

The protests began in the northern 
town of Tuzla and quickly spread 
to the capital, Sarajevo, and other 
cities and towns. These inspiring 
mass movements are testament to 
the ability of the working class to 
recover from even the most serious 
setbacks and to once again take to 
the road of collective struggle for 
social change.

For several weeks, sacked work-
ers in formerly industrial Tuzla 
demonstrated following the priva-
tisation of a string of state-owned 
companies which were stripped of 
assets and allowed to collapse. The 
protests then grew as laid-off work-
ers were joined by youth and the 
unemployed. In response, the Tuzla 
government sent in the riot police, 
causing violent clashes. 

This only spurred the Tuzla pro-
testers, who held a larger demon-
stration on 4 February calling for 
the resignation of the local govern-
ment, for a reversal of the privatisa-
tions and for pensions to be paid. 
On 7 February, tens of thousands 
marched on Tuzla’s cantonal gov-
ernment and municipal buildings, 
which were burnt. 

Although most protests have, so 
far, been in mainly Bosniak (Mus-
lim) areas, demonstrations spread 
to over 30 cities and towns across 
the federation. 

Police used rubber bullets and 
tear gas against demonstrators in 
Sarajevo, where protesters set the 
presidency and cantonal buildings 
ablaze. Both Croats and Bosnians 
protested in Mostar, a town associ-
ated with some of the bitterest fight-
ing during the 1990s civil wars. 

The uprising stunned the local 
ruling elites and the European Un-
ion (EU) establishment. The govern-
ments of the cantons of Tuzla, Sara-
jevo, Una-Sana and Zenica-Doboj 
resigned.

Mass privatisation has led to mas-
sive de-industrialisation and de-
pendence on imported goods and 
services. But common grievances 
among protesters also include op-
position to the entire ruling political 
elite and the corrupt government 
structures. 

Government
The multi-layered system of govern-
ment for the Federation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina arose from the 
1995 Dayton Agreement follow-
ing three years of war and ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ which saw over 100,000 
people killed. The 1992-1995 war 
was the last stage in the violent 
break-up of Yugoslavia and the res-
toration of capitalism. 

In the decades after World War 
Two, Yugoslavia experienced eco-
nomic development and a signifi-
cant rise in living standards, albeit 
under a Stalinist system of rule by a 
parasitic bureaucratic elite over the 
state-owned economy. 

For their own imperialist ends, 
western powers (German imperial-
ism, in particular) helped provoke 
the three way civil war in Bosnia be-
tween Croats, Serbs and Bosnians 
(Muslims) and, along with Moscow, 
supported rival factions of the old 
elite competing to get their hands 
on wealth and power.

As the warring armies fought to a 
standstill, the US and Nato intervened 
to impose the Dayton Agreement, 
dividing Bosnia into the ‘entities’ of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(inhabited mainly by Bosnian Muslims 
and Bosnian Croats), the Republika 
Srpska (Serb republic) and the Brcko 
District, which formally belongs to 
both entities. 

Each entity is divided into 
cantons. The ten cantons each have 
a prime minister and a cabinet. But 
this complex system of government 
does not signify genuine democracy. 

The EU High Representative, cur-
rently Vladimir Inzko, is invested 
with dictatorial powers, such as the 
power to remove public officials 
from office and to enforce binding 
government decisions. What is, in 
effect, a Western neocolonial pro-
tectorate was indicated last week 
when Inzko threatened military 
intervention by the EU to end the 
mass protests. 

‘Ethno-centric’ politics
Bosnia’s complex power-sharing 
structure also sees the legitimising 
and institutionalising of ethnic-
based politics. The various “ethnic 
veto points” allow nationalist politi-
cians to paralyse the federal govern-
ment over many issues. 

No official recognition is given to 
voters who may want genuine cross-
ethnic, working class-based and so-
cialist politics. Yet the yearning for 
an alternative to right wing ‘ethno-
centric’ politics is indicated by many 
of the slogans at the recent demon-
strations. “I am hungry in three lan-
guages”, declared one banner.

The bloated, bureaucratic, 
authoritarian, corrupt and 
inefficient governing apparatus is 
a hate target of the protesters. The 
political elite from all parties are 
detested for having siphoned off 
billions of dollars meant for ‘aid 
funds’ and capital investment. 

Although they cynically pit one 
ethnic group against another, the 
right-wing political elites agree on 
the need to impose neoliberal at-
tacks against the population and 
on which EU accession for Bosnia is 
conditional. 

The ruling parties of Bosnia Her-
zegovina have colluded with the 
EU to impose an IMF austerity pro-
gramme on working people. Five 
years of cuts have led to a cut in pub-
lic sector pay, a freezing of budgets, 
a dramatic fall in consumer spend-
ing and a ballooning of public debt. 
Over 60% of those under 24 years 
are unemployed. 

Now growing numbers of Bos-
nians have seen through the main 
parties’ nationalist and ethnic 
smokescreen to their neo-liberal 
agenda. In an attempt to play the 
ethnic card to stop the full force 
of the revolt reaching the Repub-
lika Srpska, its president, Milorad 
Dodik, describes the demonstra-
tions as a Bosniak-Croat plot against 
Serbs. 

But this has failed to prevent pro-
tests in Serb towns, such as Banja 
Luka, Brcko and Prijedor. Even the 
Bosnian Serb war veterans’ asso-
ciation attacked Dodik’s comments. 
They accuse those in power of “at-
tempting by any means necessary 
to preserve a state that is based on 
crime, corruption, nepotism, and 
on a horrendous education system 
whose consequences are already 
being felt”.

The basis for cross-ethnic, class 
solidarity in Bosnia and throughout 
the Balkans can be gleaned from the 
slogans and demands put forward 
by protesters. Hundreds attended a 
solidarity protest in Croatia’s capi-
tal, Zagreb, where a banner read: 
“No to war between the people. No 
peace between classes!”

The 7 February ‘Declaration by 
the Workers and Citizens of the 
Tuzla Canton’ put forward radical 
demands that mark a clear rejec-
tion of the market economy. They 
called for secure health insurance, 
the annulment of the privatisation 
programmes, the return of the facto-
ries to the workers, to put everything 
under the control of the public gov-
ernment and for a workers’ wage for 
government representatives. 

Limitations
Protesters have reportedly set up 
assemblies or plenaries through-
out Bosnia, with the Tuzla Plenum 
even making appointments to local 
government. Yet the revolt’s largely 
spontaneous character and the 
acute lack of working class organi-
sation and independent political 
leadership means there are serious 
limitations to the movement at this 
stage. 

This can be seen by other demands 
put forward by the Tuzla protesters, 
such as the call for “the establish-
ment of a technical government 
composed of expert, non-political, 
uncompromised members”. 

This may seem to protesters as 
a way of removing corrupt, self-
serving politicians, but as recent 
“technical governments” in Italy 
and Greece showed, they were not 
neutral arbiters but fundamentally 

served the austerity demands of big 
business. A ‘non-party, technical’ 
government in Bosnia would come 
under immense pressures from 
right-wing nationalist forces and the 
EU’s pro-big business interests. 

Given the lack of real workers’ de-
mocracy under the former Yugosla-
via, followed by the horrors of wars 
and capitalist restoration, it is to be 
expected that the workers’ move-
ment is very weak. Still, workers, 
students and the jobless have no 
choice but to rely on their own self-
organisation, building assemblies 
or councils of mass struggle that can 
democratically decide at local, re-
gional and national levels, the next 
steps to win their goals. 

United workers’ action
The weapons available to the work-
ing class of Bosnia and across the 
region include strikes and general 
strikes. Coordinated working class 
action in the Federation and Re-
publika Srpska is needed to unite all 
workers and to cut across the poison 
of nationalism that the ruling elites 
will surely unleash to defend their 
interests. A strong class appeal to 
the rank and file of the police can 
help neutralise state oppression.

A strong, united workers’ 
movement would extend and 
develop the most progressive 
demands put forward today in Tuzla, 
Sarajevo and elsewhere, fighting for 
the immediate ending of the IMF 
austerity policies, the kicking out of 
the EU High Representative and an 
end to all imperialist meddling. 

The building of a mass workers’ 
party with socialist policies could of-
fer a real alternative to all shades of 
reactionary nationalist parties and 
local gangster-capitalism. In place of 
Bosnia’s corrupt, ethnically-divisive 
government structures, an inde-
pendent workers’ movement would 
struggle for a genuine constituent 
assembly and a majority workers’ 
government. Bringing the privatised 
industries under democratic pub-
lic ownership, as part of a planned 
economy under democratic work-
ers’ control and management, would 
greatly encourage working people 
across the Balkans to follow suit.

On this basis, working people 
from all ethnic and national 
backgrounds could democratically 
and peacefully decide their 
common future, as part of a free 
and equal socialist federation of the 
Balkans. 

The mass protests of the last few 
weeks are the first important steps 
towards these goals. 

Bosnia: mass protests show potential 
of working class to overcome division

Protest in Tuzla
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Cycling is a healthy form of exercise 
and essential for many people to 
travel to work, college and school. 
Sometimes, however, cycling can 
be dangerous. Last November 
six cyclists died in two weeks on 
London’s streets. 

Boris Johnson, London’s Tory 
Mayor, claims cycling is very safe 
and there is little he can do to re-
duce deaths and accidents on our 
streets. But, the Economist says, 118 
cycling deaths were registered in 
2013, the highest figure since 2007. 

In London cycling accidents rep-
resented 22% of road casualties in 
2012, up from 10% in 2006. In 2012 
Holland saw only 22 deaths for eve-
ry billion cycle miles while in the UK 
there were 38 deaths.

Johnson, though, saves his sym-
pathy for the business community, 

who he claims, could be disadvan-
taged by the increasingly popular 
demand for restricting the move-
ment of heavy goods vehicles 
(HGVs) in London, especially dur-
ing peak hours. Johnson said the 
real problem was cyclists wearing 
headphones. His fellow Tory, Lord 
James, claimed that cyclists were 
“longing for drivers to run them 
down”! 

But measures can and should be 
taken to make roads safer, espe-
cially for cyclists. Johnson opposes 
restricting HGVs’ movement in city 
centres now but brought in similar 
restrictions when it suited him dur-
ing the Olympics. 

Johnson’s “war on cyclists” tries 
to deflect attention away from his 
disastrous cycling plans which, says 
London Assembly Member Darren 

Johnson, contributed significantly 
to the recent “cull” of cyclists in 
London. Rachel Aldred, a Westmin-
ster University planning expert, said 
that poor planning often promotes 
dangerous behaviour by cyclists.

Blaming cyclists for recent ac-
cidents is a blatant attempt to put 
business profits before safety. More 
cycle lanes should be built with 
physical barriers protecting them 
from other traffic and HGVs should 
be restricted. 

We also need massive invest-
ment in public transport to im-
prove quality and reduce the costs. 
Money should be ‘no object’. This 
too would make the roads safer for 
all users. However these demands 
will need to be taken up not just by 
individual cyclists but also by the 
workers’ movement.

Jane Smith

A lot of food is wasted in Brit-
ain. At farms, ‘wonky’ vegetables 
are rejected; at warehouses huge 
amounts of packaged foods are dis-
carded because of split packets or 
minor blemishes. At supermarkets 
food is thrown out after its sell-by 
date and at home most of us throw 
away some of the food we buy. 

The report ‘Global Food: Waste 
not, want not’ suggests as much as 
half of the world’s food is wasted. 
Up to 30% of vegetables in the UK 
are not harvested because of their 
physical appearance. Half the food 
bought in Europe and the US is 
thrown away.

The big supermarkets are a key 
part in this wasteful process. Last 
October Tesco announced it would 
provide, with food redistribution 
charity FareShare, the equivalent 
of seven million meals a year. Fare-
Share distributes surplus food from 
retailers and manufacturers to vul-
nerable people such as homeless or 
unemployed people. 

But this step shows how broken 
the system is. No properly managed 
system should produce that much 
waste – particularly when so many 
people are going hungry. It also only 
addresses waste at supermarket dis-
tribution warehouses. 

Meanwhile people faced 
prosecution for diverting waste 
at the supermarket stage. Paul 
Day was charged recently under 
the 1824 Vagrancy Act for taking 
food from a skip behind an Iceland 
store in London. The Crown Pros-

ecution Service originally said: “We 
feel there is significant public inter-
est in prosecuting these individu-
als” but later dropped all charges.

Redistribution
Disgusted by the sheer waste, I 
couldn’t let perfectly good food go 
to landfill. With some others I regu-
larly used to visit supermarket bins, 
coming home with bags full of food. 
Often we froze what we couldn’t 
eat or redistributed it to people we 
knew needed it.

Some days there was so much 
food, we had to go back for second 
loads. One weekend we found a skip 
full of potatoes (around 1.5 tonnes). 
Potatoes can, if stored correctly, last 
for months. But these were wrapped 
in plastic with a ‘best before’ date on 
the packaging so were thrown out. 

To me, this waste is more criminal 
than anyone taking those potatoes 
from skips and eating them. All Paul 
Day and his friends did was go into 
bins to try and eat, also reducing 
landfill.

Why were Paul and his friends 
thought worth prosecuting? Do we 
want a system that produces tonnes 
of waste but criminalises those who 
reduce that waste? 

Kevin Parslow

The Transparency of Lobbying, 
Third Party Funding and Trade Un-
ion Administration Bill (Lobbying 
Bill) will become law shortly. Its 
main provisions contain big attacks 
on democratic rights and the inde-
pendence of trade unions.

What the Bill won’t do is curb 
corporate lobbyists’ activities or 
their ability to give gifts and ‘do-
nations’ to influence government 
policy. All lobbyists will have to do 
is sign the proposed ‘Register of 
Consultant Lobbyists’. 

Originally charities and 
campaigning organisations would 
have seen their ability to spend 
money on political objectives in 
the year before a general election 
severely curtailed to just £5,000 
before they would have to be 
registered with the Electoral 
Commission! After widespread 

criticism by charities and campaign 
groups, government ministers 
amended the bill to raise the limit to 
£20,000 in England and from £5,000 
to £10,000 in the rest of the UK.

Even Labour shadow cabinet 
member Angela Eagle claimed this 
legislation “seeks to silence critics 
of the government in the run-up to 
the general election, while letting 
vested interests operate out of 
sight” and was “an object lesson in 
how not to legislate”.

Trade unions’ activities were 
included in the Bill following the 
media and political establishment 
attacks on Unite’s political 
campaign in Falkirk to participate 
democratically in selecting a 
Labour parliamentary candidate. 

Unions’ membership records 
will be open to inspection at any 
time by the government-appointed 
Trade Union Certification Officer. 
This will jeopardise data protection 
and the independence of trade 

unions. Already, unions have 
to provide copious details to 
employers of workers balloting for 
strike action. And what safeguards 
are there to prevent bosses getting 
details of trade unionists and add 
names to blacklists?

Unfortunately, trade unions did 
little more than lobby MPs and 
peers to oppose the Bill. No mass 
demos were called in Westminster 
to mobilise opposition. Unions 
should consider non-cooperation 
with this Act. In the 1970s, most 
unions refused to register with the 
National Industrial Relations Court. 
After the victory of the Pentonville 
dockers in 1972 following a mass 
movement and the threat of a gen-
eral strike, the Court fell into disuse. 

Even though unions are numeri-
cally weaker now than in the 1970s, 
they still have tremendous social 
weight. A mass campaign should be 
launched to scrap the provisions of 
this pernicious legislation.

Campaign against “Lobbying Bill”

‘Criminal’ waste 
and ‘legal’ waste

Union history
Recently the GMB union in Yorkshire 
and North Derbyshire invited a speak-
er for their regional branch activists’ 
weekend from Leeds Socialist Party. 
Last year, we published a pamphlet 
‘The Battle of Leeds’, dealing with key 
episodes in the history of the GMB’s 
predecessor union, the Gasworkers 
and General Labourer’s Union (GGLU). 

I told the history of those disputes 
where the union fought to defend and 
improve pay and conditions in titanic 
struggles. We drew out lessons for 
today, especially how the GGLU or-
ganised masses of unskilled workers, 
super-exploited by the bosses, much 
like workers in the fast food, retail and 
hospitality industries today.
Over 160 reps were present. Mili-
band’s plans to destroy the last rem-
nants of the union’s collective influ-
ence in the Labour Party drew the 
biggest response. I said that trade 
unions should only fund candidates 
who support their policies such as op-

posing privatisation and repeal of the 
anti-union laws.
Iain Dalton

Need for revolution
What’s the world’s most expensive city? 
London? Tokyo? Zurich? No. It’s Luanda, 
capital of Angola, where a seafront one-
bedroomed apartment was recently sold 
for $9 million. A burger will cost you $30.
This is the same Angola whose death 
rate is in the world’s top 30, and which 
leaps to eighth place for infant mortal-
ity. Hospital beds number less than one 
per thousand head of population. Half 
the population fails to get ‘improved’ ie 
uncontaminated water. In vast shanty 
towns on Luanda’s outskirts, people live 
on $2 a day; the wealth of ‘neighbours’ 
a few miles away may as well be on a 
different planet.
Today a new wave of Portuguese ‘set-
tlers’ has arrived to plunder the benefits 
of Angola’s vast oil reserves. Most of 
these new ‘settlers’ aren’t the belea-
guered working class suffering under 
Portugal’s austerity measures but spec-
ulators seeking quick profits.
40 years ago, the Portuguese revolu-
tion signalled the end of Portugal’s im-
perialist exploitation of Angola. Today, 
the pressing need for new revolutionary 
movements, both in Europe and south-
ern Africa is apparent.
Dave Gorton

Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words to 
Socialist  Postbag, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,  
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk.
We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name, 
address and phone number.  
Confidentiality will be respected if requested. 

the Socialist postbag

Ghost bikes are an increasing feature on the roads of Britain and the US

Cycling deaths must be 
stopped
Britain’s cyclists have seen another bad week for safety with recent fatalities including two 
cyclists killed by a car being chased by the police. The police responded to the last surge in 
fatalities in London cycling by ordering a clampdown on cyclists with officers being ordered 
to fine at least ten cyclists a month. Nick Auvache investigates
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Peter Redfarn
Lewisham TUSC

Lewisham Labour mayor Steve 
Bullock’s council policy is cuts, 
cuts and more cuts. There have 
already been £82 million of them, 
£17 million are planned after May’s 
council election. He wants at least 
another £85 million, stretching 
into 2018 whoever wins the general 
election.

In December Bullock and his 
cabinet decided further cuts and 
charge increases. Many cuts were 
aimed at children. A lobby by the 
union Unite forced £300,000 of 
cuts in the School Attendance and 
Welfare (truancy) Service, plus the 
£200,000 previously agreed, to be 
“deferred” but not cancelled.

The mayor reduced the number 
of recycling rounds to eight from 
nine, eliminating four jobs. This 
decision was referred back but is 
likely to go ahead unless the un-
ions put up a fight.

The rent for a single bed space 
will rise 25% to £150 a week, and to 
£190 a week for three bed spaces. 

These are for homeless people at 
the top of the waiting list, and don’t 
include gas, electricity and water. 
Lewisham Homes talks about a 
property ‘ladder’, but for Lewisham 
people it is more like a snake.

The 2011 census shows 24.3% 
of Lewisham households rent 
privately, up from 14.3% in 2001. 
Meanwhile homeowners went 
down from 15.4% to 14.9%, mort-
gage payers from 33.1% to 27.5% 
and council tenants from 26.6% to 
16.6%. 

The mayor approved putting the 
out-of-hours emergency service 
out to tender, reckoning to save 
£100,000 a year. But direct labour 
would do a better job cheaper. 
One company mentioned is Capita 
whose boss earns £900,000 a year, 
and which has a proven record of 
incompetence. The boss of Mitie, 
which is refurbishing homes in 
Lewisham, is paid over £1 million 
a year.

There’s no need to attack public 
services – taking all services back 
in-house would save millions of 
pounds, for example.

Fight the cuts!

feature

A police shift worker

I work for the police as a call han-
dler. I have to work shift patterns 
that include nights. We provide a 
service over 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year. But we only get a 20% shift al-
lowance, which my work colleagues 
feel is inadequate.

We are always tired by the time 
the night shifts come around as we 
have already completed four ten-
hour shifts and know that the night 
shifts are the busiest and bring the 
most difficult calls. My last night 
shift started at 10pm on Saturday 
night and ended at 7am the follow-
ing Sunday morning. I usually try to 
lie in as late as possible on the day of 
my first night shift so that I am not so 
tired. This is not always possible. This 
time emergency road works kept me 
awake.

I arrived at work and I saw on the 
monitors that calls were already 
‘stacking’. This is when a high num-
ber of calls are coming in with not 
enough staff to answer them imme-
diately. There were a lot of people 
waiting and some were 999 calls.

For the first four hours I handled 
mainly 999 calls. This is unusual and 
means that non emergency 101 calls 
were not being answered and a high 
number abandoned by the callers. 
Most of these callers are trying to re-
port low level crime and anti-social 
behaviour. 

After the first four hours I was 
speaking to people saying they called 
earlier in the evening but abandoned 
the call. The issue was still going on 
so they called back to report it again. 
We all received a lot of abuse from 
angry callers, but who could blame 
them?

The busy period meant none of 
us were able to get a ‘screen break’. 
We are told by the Health and Safety 
Executive to take a minimum break 
of five minutes every hour. But if 
you take ‘too many’ trips away from 
your desk, a supervisor is quick to 
jump on you. They say: “If you want a 
screen break stay sitting at your desk 
and look at the far wall for a bit”.

Some calls are mundane and frus-

trating to deal with but others are 
harrowing and distressing to listen 
to and very hard to handle. When 
we handle such a call there is a ‘quiet 
room’ set aside from the depart-
ment that we can retreat to in order 
to gather ourselves. On my last night 
shift I saw an upset colleague, who 
had just handled a very violent do-
mestic incident, told to return to her 
work station as it was too busy to be 
‘sat out here’.

My shift ended with the last couple 
of hours spent talking predominantly 
to the growing amount of vulnerable 
people or callers with mental health 
conditions. Again, these calls can 
be very difficult to deal with. I have 
had two people commit suicide on 
the phone with me in the past and I 

am always anxious and desperate to 
help them. 

By the time I went home I was so 
tired I drove with the window open 
so the cold air would keep me from 
falling asleep at the wheel.

Cuts have meant a large number 
of people have lost their jobs, some 
with a vast amount of experience and 
knowledge. In my opinion, it has left 
the organisation with too few people, 
some who are less able and prepared 
to deal with the challenges of the job.

We are experiencing a peak in calls 
from vulnerable people with mental 
health issues, drug use problems, 
among other things. The police are 
expected to pick up the pieces but, 
with the latest round of cuts, this will 
be impossible. 

A nurse

For years scientists and trade 
unions have compiled a 
growing body of evidence, 
warning of the dangers of 

night shifts. Diabetes, heart disease 
and cancers are commonly associ-
ated side effects, with some estimat-
ing night shifts can take up to five 
years off a worker’s life. 

Of course some services have to 
be running 24 hours a day. People 
do not get sick, have fires or experi-
ence crime exclusively within office 
hours. However, the sacrifice made 
to their health by those key workers 
must be properly compensated. 

A measly time-plus-a-third for 
nurses, midwives and paramedics 
who work a Saturday night shift is an 
insult to NHS workers, consistently 
putting patients’ health and wellbe-
ing ahead of their own. 

In the NHS and other emergency 
and care services, 24-hour cover is 
a necessity. However, in many other 
workplaces, night working is used as 
a way of squeezing ever more profit 
out of staff, by implementing per-
manent business hours, regardless 
of the cost to workers’ health. 

Many workers feel they have 
no choice but to do nights. 
Poverty pay, bullying bosses 
and lack of affordable childcare 
during the day mean that for 
many, night shifts are the only 
way they can bear the increasing 
cost of living. The profit 

motive means that many 
employers are happy to exploit 
these conditions, while lining 
their own pockets at the same 
time! It’s the bosses’ low pay, 

long hours, anti-worker agenda 
that creates a ‘willing’ pool of 

night staff. 

It’s the bosses, shareholders and 
private backers who are the main 
beneficiaries of night working, yet 
it’s night workers who pay the real 
price. 

Although the bosses would argue 
they cannot afford to pay staff more 
just for working at night, the profits 
generated through 24-hour produc-
tion should be divided up between 
those who are actually doing the 
work.

In the past, workers have taken 
action to demand better pay and in 
some cases, abolition of night work. 
The trade unions need to launch a 
serious, coordinated campaign of 
action around not just night shift 
pay but combatting the reasons 
many workers feel they have to work 
nights. 
•  Proper compensation for having 
to work unsocial hours
• An end to non-essential night 
working and no job cuts
• Trade union struggle to increase 
the minimum wage to the ‘living 
wage’, as an immediate step towards 
£10 an hour
•  For pay increases matching the in-
creased cost of living for all workers
•  Free childcare 

Cuts make the job impossible

Working nights is bad for your health

Police call centre

£82m
of cuts so far, 
£17m planned 
for after the May 
election and at 
least another £85m 
stretching into 2018

Councils pass on Tory pain
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a 
democratic society run for the needs of all and 
not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, 
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every 
possible improvement for working class people. The 
organised working class has the potential power to 
stop the cuts and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for 
genuine socialism must be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee 
for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist 
international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:
Public services 
 No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and 
benefits. Defend our pensions. 
 No to privatisation and the Private Finance 
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and 
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.
 Fully fund all services and run them under 
accountable, democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and users.

 Free, publicly run, good quality education, available 
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and 
‘Free schools’!
 A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s 
health needs – free at the point of use and under 
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!
 Keep council housing publicly owned. For a 
massive building programme of publicly owned 
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to 
provide good quality homes with low rents. 
Work and income
 Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage 
to £8 an hour without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards £10 an hour. For an annual increase in 
the minimum wage linked to average earnings.
 All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual 
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness and holiday 
rights from day one of employment. 
 An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement 
pension, as a step towards a living pension. 
 Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to decent benefits, 
education, training, or a job, without compulsion. 
 Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade 

unions, democratically controlled by their members.  
Full-time union officials to be regularly elected and 
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the 
National Shop Stewards Network. 
 A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 
Environment
 Major research and investment into replacing 
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending 
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 
 Public ownership of the energy generating 
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.
 A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.
Rights
 Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race, 
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.
 Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For 
the right to protest! End police harassment.
 Defend abortion rights. For a woman’s right to 
choose when and whether to have children.
 For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration 
laws.

New workers’ party 
 For a new mass workers’ party drawing together 
workers, young people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns, 
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 
 Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour Party 
now and aid the building of a new workers’ party! 
Support the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition as 
an important step towards this.
Socialism and internationalism
 No to imperialist wars and occupations. Withdraw 
the troops immediately from Afghanistan!
 Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to 
take into public ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that dominate the British 
economy, and run them under democratic working 
class control and management. Compensation to 
be paid only on the basis of proven need.
 A democratic socialist plan of production based 
on the interests of the overwhelming majority 
of people, and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.
 No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a 
socialist Europe and a socialist world!

What we stand for

High rents + low wages

Sarah Wrack
Waltham Forest Socialist Party

‘Generation rent’ is be-
coming more like 
‘three generations 
rent’. The website 

spareroom.com has recently re-
vealed that in 2013 more than 
60,000 over-40s placed ‘room 
wanted’ adverts on the site. So 
while it’s widely acknowledged 
that young people will be the first 
since World War Two to be worse 
off than our parents, this suggests 
our parents aren’t doing too well 
either! 

Despite all the hot air about the 
magic wand of the government’s 
help-to-buy scheme, owning our 
own home is completely out of 
reach for most of us. So, renting it is. 
And that’s not a cheap option either. 

The average monthly rent is now 
£676 in Britain. People in 17 Lon-

don boroughs now spend more 
than 50% of their income on rent. 

A recent Channel 4 report 
highlighted the case of Sian 
Green. Sian is 20, works 12 hours 
a day, six days a week and rents a 
bedroom in a London flat infest-
ed with cockroaches. She earns 
£800 a month and pays £700 
in rent. Sian is nowhere near 
unique.

With wages stagnant at best and 
private sector rents sky-rocketing, 
a record number of 20-34 year olds 
now live with their parents. The 
message is clear - if you’re poor, 
you have no right to an adult life. 
Your punishment for not being 
able to find a job when there aren’t 
enough, for being low-paid when 
wages are declining or frozen, is 
to face overcrowding, poor condi-
tions or even homelessness. 

People are desperate. And land-
lords and letting agents know it. 
It’s becoming increasingly com-

mon to ask potential tenants to 
‘bid’ against each other and give 
the house to the person or family 
prepared to pay the most. What 
chance do we stand if we earn be-
low average? 

Never mind if we’re unem-
ployed or so low paid we have to 
claim housing benefit.  

We’re supposed to believe that 
there’s no alternative to this mad-
ness. But then why has the prob-
lem got so much worse? Deregu-
lation, privatisation and cuts. 25% 
of council housing, which used 
to be a safe and affordable option 
for working class people, has been 
sold off. Nowhere near enough 
housing is being built. They’ve 
changed the definition of ‘afford-
able’ so that very few can actually 
afford it.

Enough is enough! We have to 
fight to end this housing misery 
and make sure everyone can af-
ford a decent place to live. 

We demand:
zz Rent control – cap rents not benefits
zz Council-run, not-for-profit letting 		

	 agencies and local fair rent councils 
zz Job creation and a genuine living wage
zz Axe the bedroom tax
zz A mass programme of council house-		

	 building and renovation

end this 
housing 
misery
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