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After Benn & 

Crow - 

We fight on!

see pages 6&7

Adrian O’Malley
Unison Health Service Group 
Executive (SGE), Yorkshire and 
Humberside, personal capacity

Tory Health Minister Jeremy 
Hunt has declared war on 
NHS workers. He has im-
posed a 1% non-consolidat-

ed pay rise for 2014-15 and 2015-16 
and no yearly incremental rises for 
the 600,000 staff who are not at the 
top of their pay band.

The announcement was greeted 
with anger but hardly surprise by 
NHS workers who have grown to 
expect the worst from the Con-Dem 
government. The main question I 
have been asked is: “what are we 
going to do about it?”

Workers in Mid Yorkshire Health 
Trust demonstrated their determi-

nation to fight back last year when 
they took nine days of strike action. 
After being threatened with pay cuts 
and compulsory redundancies, the 
admin and clerical staff won an im-
proved pay and job protection deal 
through this action.

Public sector unions Unite and 
GMB responded to the latest pay 
news by saying they will ballot for 
strike action. Even the no strike 
RCN has murmured that it may lift 
its strike ban, arguing that nurses 
have lost over £2,000 in real terms 
since 2009.

Members of the biggest NHS un-
ion Unison, who were looking for 
a fighting response from our lead-
ers, were left disappointed. Head 
of Health Christine McAnea mere-
ly said: “we will be talking to our 
members about how we respond.”

But four years of below-inflation 

pay rises have resulted in a 10% 
pay cut in real terms. The squeeze 
on pay is compounded by the third 
year of increased pension contribu-
tions which will gobble up 3% of 
the paltry 1% rise. Added to the 3% 
“efficiency savings”, ie cuts, in NHS 
budgets and staffing, this means 
that NHS staff are working harder 
every year for less money. 

At the Unison national confer-
ence in 2012, general secretary 
Dave Prentis proclaimed to rousing 
support that the union will “smash 
the pay freeze”. Two years later we 
are still waiting for action and our 
wages are falling further behind the 
cost of living.

Unison has got to take a lead 
and announce a strike ballot of 
its 500,000 members in the NHS 
alongside our local government and 
higher education members who are 

also in dispute with their em-
ployers over the pay freeze.

Unison’s health SGE 
meets on 2 April. The 
SGE must make 
a stand and 
r e c o m m e n d 
strike action 
to the un-
ion’s health 
conference 
which starts 
on 14 April. 
The confer-
ence should 
become the 
launching pad 
for the strike 
ballot which 
could smash the 
pay freeze. 
See page 4 for more 
on the strategy

Support Doncaster care workersLow-paid care workers who have had their jobs 

privatised to Care UK are fighting pay cuts of on aver-

age £500 a month. They have just started their second 
seven-day strike.

Send messages of support to admin@unison-dab.
org.uk and send donations/cheques, made out 

to “Doncaster, District & Bassetlaw Health 
Branch”, to Jenkinson House, White Rose 

Way, Doncaster DN4 5GJ. See also page 4

Organise for strike action now

SmASh the 
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Tony Benn: steadfast in speaking out 
for socialism
Peter Taaffe
Socialist Party general secretary

In one week, the labour move-
ment has suffered two big blows 
with the deaths of trade union 
left leader Bob Crow and now of 

Tony Benn. 
Tony Benn had recently been in 

ill health but, because of his asso-
ciation and lifelong work for the left 
within the labour movement, his 
death comes as no less of a blow. 

Tony Benn’s political evolution 
contradicted the dictum of the cyn-
ics, which holds it is only to be ex-
pected to be radical and on the left 
when you are young, but inevitably, 
as you get older, you shift towards 
the right. He defied this stereotype. 

He stood on the centre-right in 
Harold Wilson’s Labour govern-
ment of 1964-70, when he support-
ed Barbara Castle’s anti-union leg-
islation ‘In Place of Strife’. This was 
defeated by an uprising of Labour 
Party rank-and-file members and 
the colossal pressure of the trade 
unions. He shifted towards the left 
under the impact of the 1971 Up-
per Clyde Shipbuilders occupation, 
which he championed, as well as 
other workers’ battles at that time, 
such as the miners’ strikes of 1972 
and 1974.

At this time, Benn emerged as the 
major figure of the Labour left, sup-
porting the ideas of nationalisation 
and workers’ control of industry. He 
gave firm support to the Labour Par-
ty Young Socialists (LPYS), led by 
Militant (predecessor of the Social-
ist) supporters. He worked together 
with Militant supporters and others 
on the National Executive Commit-
tee of the Labour Party helping to 
shift the party decisively towards 
the left. Tony Benn supported the 
demand for the nationalisation of 
the top 25 companies, which was 
carried on the NEC with the decid-
ing vote of the LPYS representative.

Coup in Chile
This seemed to indicate an almost 
unstoppable movement towards the 
left within the labour movement, 
not just in Britain but internation-
ally. However, in September 1973 
the left-wing Allende government in 
Chile was overthrown in the bloody 
Pinochet coup. 

Jack Jones, General Secretary of 
the Transport and General Workers 
Union (TGWU, now part of Unite), 
remarked at a fringe meeting, with 
Tony Benn sitting alongside him, 
that he could perceive a situation 
where a Labour government led by 
Benn could come to power and be 
faced with the same kind of conspir-
acy as Allende faced in Chile.

Tony Benn reflected the huge 
radicalisation that was taking place 
in Britain but also pushed it forward 
with his speeches and articles in fa-
vour of Labour adopting a socialist 
programme. These proposals did 
not go far enough for the Militant 
tendency. There were big elements 
of Allende’s programme of limited 

nationalisation in the proposals of 
Tony Benn. They were a big advance 
over the outmoded ideas of the La-
bour right, but because they did not 
propose to take away the funda-
mental powers of the capitalists, the 
ownership of the monopolies, the 
capitalists would be able to prepare 
the ground for a decisive blow, as in 
Chile.

However, throughout the 1970s, 
the left continued to advance both 
within the Labour Party and the 
unions as the campaign for Labour 
Party democracy scored important 
successes, with Militant and Tony 
Benn’s supporters collaborating.

This was despite the fact that 
the Labour right, prompted by big 
business, used the 1975 defeat of the 
left in the ‘Common Market’ (now 
the European Union) referendum, 
to move him from Secretary of State 
for Industry to a less influential 
position in the Cabinet as Energy 
Secretary. 

The experiences of that right-wing 
Labour government in turn pre-
pared the ground for an even big-
ger shift towards the left within the 
Labour Party following its defeat in 
1979.

Deputy leadership election
Tony Benn stubbornly resisted the 
right and put his full weight behind 
left, socialist policies. This culmi-
nated in his standing for the deputy 
leadership of the Labour Party in 
1981, which he only lost by 1%, due 
to the betrayal of former lefts, like 
Kinnock, who voted for his oppo-
nent, Denis Healey, or abstained. 

This in turn led to the offensive of 
the Labour right through the ‘Gang 

of Four’, who subsequently split 
from the Labour Party and formed 
the Social Democratic Party. Their 
aim was to split the anti-Tory and 
Labour vote in the 1983 general 
election, which they succeeded 
in doing. This helped to maintain 
Thatcher in power and prepared the 
way for the emergence of a deter-
mined right-wing offensive within 
the Labour Party. 

However, this did not stop the 
election of three Militant supporters 
as Labour MPs in the 1983 and 1987 

general elections, in which Tony 
Benn gave sterling support to their 
campaigns. Neither did it prevent 
the victory of the socialist Liverpool 
councillors between 1983 and 1987, 
nor the outbreak of the mighty min-
ers’ strike, with Tony Benn backing 
these causes to the hilt. 

However, following the defeat of 
the miners, the Liverpool council-
lors and the print workers at Wap-
ping, the Kinnock ‘counter-revolu-
tion’ against the democratic rights 
of Labour Party members and so-
cialist policies began in earnest. 

This inevitably led to the politi-
cal isolation of the Labour left and 
of Tony Benn because it was part 
of a worldwide process, the roots of 
which lay in the collapse of Stalin-
ism and, with it, the planned econ-
omy. This allowed the capitalists 
to conduct a ferocious ideological 
campaign against all the ideas upon 
which the labour movement was 
built: socialism, trade unionism and 
solidarity.

Isolation
It is to his great credit that Tony 
Benn steadfastly held on to his so-
cialist and left opposition and for 
that he was held in great esteem. 
But his isolation and, therefore, loss 
of political influence, particularly 
among the younger generation, was 
increased because he clung to the 
Labour Party, which was no longer 
a political vehicle for working class 
people. 

In his recently published diaries, 
Tony stated that a Tory election can-
didate revealed to him that when 
Norman Tebbit asked Thatcher 
what she regarded as her greatest 
achievement, she replied “New La-
bour”. He comments in his diaries, 
“That says it all really.”

Yet, unfortunately he did not draw 
the necessary conclusions from 

this, that it was therefore necessary 
to take an entirely different road to 
the dead end represented by New 
Labour. 

He came very close, however, at 
times, to breaking from New La-
bour. For instance, when he was ap-
proached by representatives of Bob 
Crow, to support ‘No to EU’ in the 
European elections of 2009, he was 
initially favourable. 

But, unfortunately, pressure was 
exerted by his family, particularly by 
Hilary Benn, who warned him that 
he could be expelled from New La-
bour, which in turn would mean a 
possible breach with his family. This 
undoubtedly represented to him too 
much of a hurdle in a vulnerable pe-
riod towards the end of his life.

I spoke with Tony Benn, along-
side Tony Mulhearn and Len Mc-
Cluskey, last year at one of the last 

meetings he addressed. It took 
place in Liverpool to commemo-
rate the 30th anniversary of the he-
roic struggles of the socialist coun-
cil and the working class of that city 
in the 1980s. 

This meeting witnessed the deep 
affection and veneration for Tony 
Benn; he had given them unswerv-
ing support in their hour of struggle 
and need, as he had done for the 
struggles of working people every-
where. 

We should use the example of his 
life to reaffirm once more our im-
placable opposition to the capitalist 
system and for a new socialist world.

For more analysis of the ideas of 
Tony Benn see The Labour of Tony 
Benn (Socialism Today article) at 
www.socialismtoday.org/174/
benn

Tony Benn

Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition supporters protesting outside the 
Labour special conference, which agreed the latest attacks on the trade 
unions’ voice in the Labour Party, as Labour leader Ed Miliband goes in  
photo Paul Mattsson

Obituary

Tony Benn 
reflected the huge 
radicalisation that 
was taking place 
in Britain but also 
pushed it forward 
with his speeches 
and articles in 
favour of Labour 
adopting a socialist 
programme
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Equally beneficial
Recently released research by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
shows that the ever-greater concen-
tration of wealth and income has 
hindered economic growth. 
Contradicting its familiar ‘greed is 
good’ mantra, the capitalist institu-
tion says wealth redistribution would 
not only reduce inequality but would 
be economically beneficial. Those 
that come to Jesus last…

Health and wealth
The Equality Trust think tank has 
also added its voice to the nega-
tive impact of inequality on health, 
wellbeing and crime in its latest 
report. The Trust says that the ever 
widening wealth gap between rich 
and poor in Britain is costing the 
economy a massive £39 billion a 
year or roughly 40% of total public 
spending on the NHS. 
The report reckons the annual cost 
of inequality amounts to £622 for 
every person, with £12 billion lost 
through reduced healthy life expec-
tancy, £25 billion lost through poor 
mental health, £1.67 billion lost 
through increased crime.

Not rocket science
The last word (this week) on the ad-
verse effects of inequality on society 
goes to Nasa, the space agency. 
In its report Human And Nature 
Dynamical (Handy) model, applied 
mathematician Safa Motesharri 
assesses the threat to civilisation 
by “the economic stratification of 
society into ‘Elites’ and ‘Masses’”, ie 
capitalism.
According to Motesharri, “even us-
ing an optimal depletion rate and 
starting with a very small number of 
Elites, the Elites eventually consume 
too much, resulting in a famine 
among the Masses that eventually 

causes the collapse of society”.
But readers shouldn’t despair. “Col-
lapse can be avoided and popula-
tion can reach equilibrium if the per 
capita rate of depletion of nature 
is reduced to a sustainable level, 
and if resources are distributed in a 
reasonably equitable fashion.”
I believe that’s called socialism!

War chest
Outrageously warmonger Tony Blair 
has received £500,000 in public 
funds since 2011. This ‘allowance’ 
helps ex-PMs to “meet the cost of 
continuing to fulfil public duties”. 
Given his legacy includes a situation 
where half of all children under five 
in Afghanistan are suffering irrevers-
ible harm from malnutrition, disgust 
at this real scrounger will be deeply 
and widely felt. The only public funds 
Blair should access are the ones 
used to run state prisons, for crimes 
against humanity.

Rising spads
For a fourth successive year, millions 
of public sector workers face a zero 
or a below inflation pay increase. 
However, some civil servants have 
been treated favourably by govern-
ment ministers. 
Special advisors or ‘spads’ who, 
presumably, dreamt up the govern-
ment’s austerity measures and 
other reactionary policies, have seen 
their pay levels go stratospheric. 
Welfare cutter Iain Duncan Smith 
has given his spad a 36% rise while 
Cameron’s spad, Ed Llewellyn, got 
a 12% increase from £125,000 to 
£140,000, more than double the 
salary of a backbench MP. The list 
of outrageous salary increases to 
ministerial spads goes on. 
Appropriately, spad is also a railway 
acronym meaning Signal Passed At 
Danger. 

Them...

...& Us

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Stewart Lee’s Comedy Vehicle on  
BBC iplayer

Comedian Stewart 
Lee’s amusing satire 
on the lack of policy 

differences over welfare 
cuts between Labour 

and the Tories

What we 
saw

Join the fightback! Join the Socialists!
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The government continues to make the working class pay for the crisis

Osborne’s more cuts budget

Oxfam report: A tale of capitalist inequality

Steve Score

The ‘debate’ in the run up to Tory 
Chancellor Osborne’s Budget state-
ment missed the point. It should 
have been about whether the gov-
ernment’s austerity was really nec-
essary, how to deal with the capital-
ist crisis, how to solve the problem 
of poverty and continued inequal-
ity, and all the other pressing issues 
faced by the vast majority.

But it wasn’t. When Osborne ar-
gued that cuts must continue, La-
bour shadow chancellor Ed Balls 
agreed. When Osborne argued that 
a recovery was underway, Balls 
weakly pointed out that most peo-
ple weren’t feeling the benefit, while 
failing to put forward any alterna-
tives that could solve the collapse in 
people’s living standards.

The Tories claim a stable recov-
ery is underway. But the predicted 
growth levels are far from showing 
stability. The economy is still below 
the level of production before the 
crisis in 2008, and the long-term 
prospects are not good.

Few concessions
This was the penultimate Budget 
before the next general election but 
as an electioneering budget it of-
fered precious little.

The pressure from inside the Tory 
party was to help those on £42,000+ 
a year by raising the 40% tax rate 
threshold. They are likely to increase 
the personal tax allowance instead, 
but for most workers it will be a tiny 
amount of benefit, if any, against a 
deluge of cuts to real living stand-
ards. 

The government says it has cut 
taxes for “hardworking families”, 
yet it has raised VAT to 20% - which 
impacts much more on low-income 
families. 

There is a proposal on childcare, 
an allowance to cover up to 20% of 
childcare costs, up to £2,000. This 
is upping the amount announced 

in last year’s Budget. However, it 
would still leave up to £8,000 to be 
found by parents. 

The government talks of building 
a new “Garden City” in Kent and 
will continue to encourage house 
building. But for the vast majority of 
those desperately needing housing 
it is no solution. Most people can-
not afford to buy houses and there is 
an inadequate amount of affordable 
social housing.

The key issue is the Con-Dems’ 
ongoing commitment to cuts. At 
least half of those announced by 
the government since they came to 
power have not yet been felt. But the 
strain on services such as the NHS, 
local government and education 
has reached breaking point. Now 
Osborne wants another £12 billion 
of welfare cuts.

The latest plan is to introduce a 
welfare “budget cap”. This would 

require a government to either hold 
a vote in parliament to increase the 
budget for welfare each time the 
spending nears the limit, or intro-
duce even more cuts to benefits.

The welfare budget is rising be-
cause more people are forced out 
of full-time work and into poverty 
incomes. 

The creation of proper jobs and 
decent pay would reduce overall 
welfare spending. But since a gov-
ernment based on capitalism in 
crisis won’t do that, it is those on 
benefits and low-paid workers who 
suffer. The stark reality of capital-
ism is that, to preserve the interests 
of the richest, the poorest must be 
crushed.

The budget also shows the differ-
ences between the three main par-
ties are minor. We need a socialist 
alternative to these pro-big business 
budgets!

Earlier this year the Oxfam charity 
pointed out that a mere 85 billion-
aires worldwide own the equivalent 
wealth of 3.5 billion people - half the 
world’s population.

Now Oxfam has reported similar 
levels of inequality in Britain with 
five super-rich families owning 
more wealth than the poorest 20% 
of the population.

In its Tale of Two Britains report, 
Oxfam says the poorest 20% have a 

combined wealth of £28.1 billion - 
an average of £2,230 each. In con-
trast, the top five richest families be-
tween them have property, savings 
and other assets worth a staggering 
£28.2 billion. 

The super-rich list includes cen-
tral London property magnate the 
Duke of Westminster, mining and 
metals tycoons David and Simon 
Reuben, industrial and finance 
capitalists the Hinduja brothers, 
aristocrats and property owners the 
Cadogan family, and Sports Direct 
retail boss and Newcastle United 
owner Mike Ashley.

No ‘trickle-down’
Prime Minister David Cameron’s 
infamous remark that “we’re all in 
it together” under the Con-Dems’ 
austerity regime and Chancellor 
George Osborne’s equally ludicrous 
claim that ‘everyone can expect to 
share in the prosperity’, of the UK’s 
weak and ephemeral economic 
upswing, are punctured by Oxfam’s 
report. 

Its authors point out that the 
wealth gap in the UK is becoming 
wider due to the super-rich grab-
bing the profits from growth. But 
that hasn’t stopped Osborne slash-

ing a further £12 billion from wel-
fare spending in the budget.

Also, since the mid-1990s, ie start-
ing under Labour, the incomes of 
the top 0.1% have grown by £461 a 
week or £24,000 a year. By contrast, 
the bottom 90% have seen a real 
terms increase of only £2.82 a week 
or £147 a year.

So, what is Labour’s alternative? 
According to shadow chancellor Ed 
Balls, an incoming Labour govern-
ment would continue and extend 
the Tories’ austerity plans. 

As an election carrot he says 
Labour will reinstate the top rate of 
income tax for those earning over 
£150,000 a year from 45% to 50%.

But he says this 50p rate is only 
temporary and a maximum, in 
order to reassure the wealthy that 
Labour is not ‘anti-business’.

Labour’s timid tax measures 
will not provide the resources to 
lift millions out of poverty, reverse 
inequality, nor provide long-
term increased funding for public 
services. 

To achieve that a socialist plan 
of economic production would be 
needed through the nationalisa-
tion of the major corporations and 
banks, under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

lSince 2003, 95% of the 
population have seen a 
12% real terms drop in their 
disposable income after 
housing costs, while the richest 
5% of the population have 
seen their disposable income 
increase
lThe number of children living 

below the poverty line could 
increase by 800,000 by 2020
lThe most affluent family in 

the UK (Gerald Cavendish 
Grosvenor and family), has 
more wealth than the poorest 
10% of the population, 6.3 
million people (£7.9 billion and 
£7 billion respectively)
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In brief

Blacklisting
The report into blacklisting 
from the Scottish Affairs Select 
Committee was published on 14 
March. The report calls for black-
listing firms to be banned from 
publicly funded contracts. They 
also paid tribute to the work of the 
Blacklist Support Group. 
Chair of the Blacklist Support 
Group, Steve Acheson welcomed 
the report saying: “Honest hard 
working men and women have 
been denied the opportunity to 
provide for their families because 
we were members of a trade 
union or dared to raise concerns 
about health and safety on a 
building site.”
Steve himself has been black-
listed and won a court case for 
unlawful refusal of work. But 
the judge reduced the damages 
on a technicality. He then faced 
having his house repossessed. 
But the trade union movement 
rallied round in support and the 
appeal has just reached its target 
of £25,000. Donations came in 
from trade union branches and 
other blacklisted workers and the 
appeal was backed by Bob Crow, 
Len McCluskey and MP John 
McDonnell.

Strike at HCA
Unite members at the Homes and 
Communities Agency have voted 
to strike over the divisive way the 
agency allocates pay. 68% voted 
for action because workers on 
HCA contracts are being treated 
differently from those transferred 
from the old Tenant Services Au-
thority. The pay offer has already 
been rejected three times by the 
staff and the Agency management 
have refused to go to ACAS. Unite 
are seeking more talks but the 
strike will go ahead if the Agency 
continues its intransigent stance.

Budget Day march
The POA prison officers’ union 
marched against cuts and priva-
tisation in central London on 19 
March, to coincide with budget 
day. Like much of the public sec-
tor, the prison service has been 
cut and privatised. POA members 
have been forced to work longer 
hours while suffering a pay freeze. 
They are also being forced to work 
until they are 68.

Lewisham education 
welfare
On 12 March, Lewisham’s educa-
tion welfare officers, members of 
Unite, held a successful one-day 
strike against a 50% staffing 
cut in their service, which has a 
good record in combatting school 
truancy through early intervention. 
Pickets were angry at Lewisham’s 
Labour mayor Sir Steve Bullock 
and his cowardly council, for using 
their massive Labour majority to 
carry out, rather than fight, the 
cuts. There was growing interest 
in supporting the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition’s local 
council electoral challenge.

Rob Williams

The hypocritical tributes from the 
mainstream press and capitalist 
politicians to Bob Crow and Tony 
Benn have grated on workers. In 
contrast, ordinary people have 
remembered how it wasn’t just that 
Bob and his union fought for their 
members, it was that they often 
won, ensuring that railworkers 
in particular have been able 
to protect their jobs and 
living standards.

This must be the ap-
proach with which the 
continuing pay freeze in 
the public sector is chal-
lenged by the unions. 
There is absolute outrage 
that millions of workers 
will have their pay again 
pegged to 1% when RPI 
inflation is nearly 3% 
and even the govern-
ment’s preferred in-
dicator, CPI, is almost 
double the pay offer. 

Already, local gov-
ernment unions have 
put in a pay demand of 
£1 an hour across the board. 
As the RMT has shown, to win 
the unions must show they 
will fight for this.

All activists in the public 

sector must immediately bring 
motions to their union branches 

and shop stewards’ committees 
calling for their unions to 
organise strike ballots to break 
the pay freeze. They should also 
call for the strike action to be 
coordinated. 

These ballots must be linked 
to a campaign for a vote for 
strike action, involving mass 
meetings, including workplace 
meetings, so all members can 

have the opportunity to debate 
the strategy.

The recent tube strike showed 
that there would be massive 
public support for strike action 
to protect workers’ living stand-
ards. The heroic seven-day strike 

of low-paid porters and ancillary 
staff in Ealing hospital and also by 
care workers in Doncaster show the 
potential for coordinated action that 
could unite in-house NHS workers 
with those working for outsourced 
companies and agencies. Among 
the workers taking action the idea of 
a 24-hour strike is very popular.

In early 1988, 38 nurses took un-
official strike action in Manchester 
that ignited what became a mass 
movement to defend the NHS from 
Thatcher. Months later, well over 
150,000 people marched in London 
as well as countless local protests. 
There was a mood then for mass 

generalised action but the right-
wing union leaders cut across it, as 
they did after the 2011 public sector 
pension strikes. 

As Adrian O’Mally says on the 
front page, “the Unison health con-
ference should become the launch 
pad for the strike ballot which could 
smash the pay freeze”. That means 
activists preparing the ground now.

The campaign can also be fought 
in the vital elections in PCS, NUT, 
Unite as well as Unison. Members 
should vote for candidates who sup-
port a fighting strategy.

As the 2015 general election nears, 
some union leaders have argued 
that joint strike action should be put 
on the back burner in the hope of a 
Labour government. 

Yet Labour leader Miliband 
agrees with the pay freeze. Ed Balls 
is “daunted” by the prospect of 
becoming chancellor in a Labour 
government continuing Tory auster-
ity but undaunted in committing to 
maintaining the pay freeze. 

Mass strike action now, up to and 
including a 24-hour general strike, 
would shatter the lull that is allowing 
the cuts consensus to dominate the 
political mainstream. This yet again 
shows why the unions also need to 
urgently discuss launching a new 
mass political vehicle that inscribes 
opposition to austerity on its banner. 

Now is the time to strike.

Steve Williams
Steward in Doncaster, District and 
Bassetlaw Unison 

On Wednesday 19 March, Care 
UK workers in Doncaster began 
their second seven-day strike. This 
comes just two weeks after the end 
of the first strike and demonstrates 
the determination of the staff to 
win.

In September 2013 Doncaster’s 
Labour council sold the tender 
for the town’s learning disability 
supported living to the cheapest 
bidder, Care UK. Care UK is owned 
by private equity firm Bridgepoint 
Capital. The chair of which is, 
former Marks and Spencer chief 
executive Sir Stuart Rose. 

Rose has recently been appointed 
as an adviser to the NHS; a further 
illustration of the links between 
the Tory’s privatisation agenda and 
their friends in big business.

In December 2013 Care UK ef-
fectively threw the TUPE transfer 
agreements out of the window with 
the declaration that new terms and 
conditions were to be introduced. 
These included the scrapping of 
enhanced pay for working unsocial 
hours; which would lead to a pay 
cut of, on average, £500 a month.

Unison members overwhelm-
ingly rejected this proposal and 
balloted for strike action. The first 
strike was held between 27 Febru-
ary and 5 March. On its conclusion 
the staff voted for this, second week 
of action. 

The strikers have received wide-
spread support locally. The demon-
stration held outside of the coun-
cil’s Mansion House on 1 March 
was greeted enthusiastically by the 
public. 

There is a recognition here that 
Care UK staff are fighting not just 
for their terms and conditions but 
against privatisation of the NHS 
and against the suffering that this 
will cause.

Chris Newby

Striking GMB pickets were again out 
in force on 17 March. The workers 
at Ealing Hospital in west London 
were on a seven-day strike against 
poverty pay. 

The 150 porters and ancillary 
workers are fighting to get off the 
minimum hourly wage rate of £6.31 
that outsourced NHS employer Me-
direst is currently paying them. This 
is 44% below the lowest comparable 
rate in the health service in London 
of £9.09. Medirest is only prepared 
to offer an insulting pay increase of 
20p an hour. 

The pickets were furious about 
reports that scab labour has been 
bussed in by agencies and is being 
paid £9 per hour! It seems that mon-
ey can be found to break a strike but 
not to properly pay NHS workers. 

Not only are Medirest paying these 
workers a pittance they are also not 
paying sick pay and will only allow 
the workers to take a maximum of 

two weeks holiday from their 20-day 
annual leave at any one time. This 
directly affects those workers who 
have families in other countries. 
This is the third strike in this current 
dispute showing the determination 
of these workers.

The confirmation last week that 
the government is continuing its 
public sector pay freeze, with a 
0% rise for NHS workers poses the 
need for coordinated strike action. 
It would bring in workers such as 
those at Ealing and many like them 
who have been privatised and out-
sourced to sharks like Medirest. This 
heroic action also shows how such 
mass joint action would be strongly 
supported. 

Messages of supports and pledges 
of donations can be emailed to 
the London regional office via 
pat.kenny@gmb.org.uk. Address 
- Thorne House, 152 Brent Street, 
Hendon, London NW4 2DP. 
Telephone: 020 8202 8272  Fax: 
020 8202 2893

URGENT: Prepare for 
strike to smash pay freeze

Ealing hospital workers 
fight miserly Medirest

Doncaster 
care workers 
determined to win

Lively picket line photo Chris Newby

Demonstration photo A Tice
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Helen Pattison
London Youth Fight for Jobs

As budget day approached, main-
stream politicians and media were 
scrambling around to look good or 
mud sling on the issue of youth un-
employment and the economy in 
general. 

Headlines screamed about the 
“huge economic growth” of 3% we 
might see over the next year. The 
Telegraph is peddling the propa-
ganda from the government that 
youth unemployment isn’t as bad as 
figures suggest and that more peo-
ple are in work than have been for 
a year. 

The British Chambers of Com-
merce is publicly calling on Os-
borne to make sure that the budget 
focuses on youth joblessness, with 
tax breaks to encourage investment 
and money for big businesses that 
are nice enough to give a job to a 
young person.

Labour no alternative
Labour has re-pledged its ‘youth 
guarantee’ – promising a six month 
job for all 18-24 year olds out of 
work for a year – supposedly funded 
by a one-off levy of bankers’ bonus-
es. Labour’s shadow housing min-
ister was forced to admit this plan 
would mean the party would have 
to re-think using this money to fund 
house-building as had previously 
been promised. 

The big businesses that take part 
would not have to pay a penny of 
wages. And of course it won’t actu-
ally create any new jobs so the vast 
majority of participants would be 

out on their ear at the end of the 
placement. 

All this talk is just a smoke screen 
to hide the continued misery young 
people face of a jobless or slave-
wage future - nothing has changed 
on the ground. The jobs that have 
been created have been measly 
zero-hour contracts or part-time 
work on minimum wage pay. 

Fast Food Rights
But, offering inspiration to young 
workers and unemployed people 
here, the fight for a $15 an hour min-
imum wage in the US rages on (see 
report on right). Now Youth Fight for 
Jobs, has teamed up with others, in-
cluding the Bakers and Allied Food 
Workers Union, to begin building 
something similar here by setting 
up Fast Food Rights. 

The campaign has been targeting 
McDonalds, Burger King and Costa. 
The bakers’ union wrote to them 
all asking for the chance to come 
in and discuss with their workers 
about joining a union. McDonalds 
replied that their workers were per-
fectly happy, but when we leafleted 
their stores in Oxford Street, Lon-
don, management ripped leaflets 
from the hands of staff and kicked 
us out.

The next Fast Food Rights day of 
action is on 29 March when up and 
down the country low-paid workers 
and their supporters will be protest-
ing on high streets and in shopping 
centres for better pay, an end to 
zero-hour contracts and for trade 
union rights. 
Check www.youthfightforjobs.com 
for details of events near you on 
the day of action
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Unite to end racism and cuts
Marvin Hay
Waltham Forest prospective TUSC 
candidate

On Saturday 22 March, as part of 
the UN’s International Anti-Rac-
ism Day, the TUC has coordinated 
marches in London, Cardiff and 
Glasgow. We will be flying the ban-
ners of the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition (TUSC) and the 
Socialist Party and call on others to 
join the protests. 

It is indisputable that the plight of 
workers under the tsunami of auster-
ity and neoliberal reforms is a cause 
for a mighty fightback. But the cuts 
are having a disproportionate effect 
on certain sections of the working 
class. Unison and TUC research in 
recent years has shown that since the 
Coalition came to power young black 
men have experienced the sharpest 
rise in unemployment. 

Unemployment
In September 2013 the Department 
for Work and Pensions reported that 
while the unemployment rate for 
white people aged 16-24 was 19%, 
for young black people it was more 
than double that, at 45%. For young 
Pakistani and Bangladeshi workers 
it’s even worse at 46%. 

And it’s not just young black and 
Asian people who are being affect-
ed. In 17 London councils (arguably 
the most diverse) black workers are 
being disproportionately hit by job 
losses - by up to 32%. 

All this goes to demonstrate how 
much the austerity measures are 

worsening the already unequal 
situation faced by black and Asian 
workers in Britain, with a similar 
effect in austerity-hit countries 
around the world. 

The Immigration Bill (now in the 
committee stages in the House of 
Lords) is part of the Tories drive to 
make Britain, as described by home 
secretary Theresa May, “a hostile 
place for illegal immigrants”. It has 
been described as one of the most 
racist pieces of legislation passed in 
the UK. 

Threat to welfare state
Under pressure from Ukip’s right-
wing populist propaganda, com-
bined with the government’s attack 
on workers’ rights to justice (made 
worse in the wake of legal aid re-
forms) the government is seeking to 
take back rights won by workers in 
the past. 

The Bill will see foreign students 
charged to use the NHS, terror sus-
pects (before conviction) stripped 
of British citizenship, the right of 
appeal against immigration deci-
sions limited and the courts’ and 
tribunals’ right to give weight to 
the Human Rights Act restricted. 
This will be used as a wedge against 
universal access to all aspects of the 
welfare state.

The Immigration Bill will see pri-
vate landlords required, under the 
threat of a £3,000 fine, to ensure that 
‘illegal’ immigrants are not given 
access to their properties. The nasty 
reality of this draconian provision 
is that ethnic minorities will have a 
higher hurdle to climb to secure ac-

commodation in what is already a 
process riddled with inequality and 
racial prejudice.  

Despite the clear racist and xeno-
phobic suggestion of the legislation 
and its attack on human rights, it 
was passed in the House of Com-
mons by 303 votes to 18, with only 
six Labour MPs a three Lib Dems 
opposing. 

It’s telling that just 4% of local 
councillors, 2.3% of MPs, and 3.5% 
of senior civil servants are black. Al-
most none stand up for the working 
class. Pro-big business politicians 

have no solutions to the problems 
we face. The reality is that legislation 
like the Immigration Bill, combined 
with continued attacks on workers’ 
rights, including human rights, are 
increasing real racial inequalities, 
as well as whipping up divisions 
between workers. This has the po-
tential to weaken any movement to 
resist the austerity attacks and must 
be opposed.

That’s why only a united mass 
workers’ party with a socialist pro-
gramme can represent the struggle 
to genuinely combat racism, which 

is what the Socialist Party and TUSC 
will be arguing for on the demon-
strations on 22 March.

● London: assemble near Nelson 
Mandela statue in Parliament 
Square at 11am for march to 
Trafalgar Square where there will 
be a rally 1-4pm
● Cardiff: assemble 11am - venue 
tbc
● Glasgow: assemble George 
Square 11am for a march which 
will leave at 11.30am and be 
followed by a rally 

Fight for real jobs for young people
Join the day of action on 29 March

Activists in the US demand $15 Now!

15 Now campaign

On 15 March a national day of ac-
tion took place across the US as 
part of the 15 Now campaign for 
a $15 an hour minimum wage. In 
Seattle 750 protesters took to the 
street. 

Union activists, 15 Now volun-
teers and low-wage workers rallied 
to chants of “Tip Credit? Forget it!” 
warning against a proposal full of 
loop-holes and exemptions, such 
as lower wages for tipped workers 

or a so-called “total compensa-
tion” package which would at-
tempt to count everything from 
health benefits to bus passes to-
ward a minimum wage of $15.

At the end of the rally Kshama 
Sawant, Seattle’s socialist City 
Council member, said: “Let’s use 
the next two months to hit the 
pavement and build a grassroots 
movement like Seattle has not 
seen in a long time. Let’s get a first-
hand experience of the power of 
working class solidarity – where 
we stand up for the interests of 

everyone – workers and the unem-
ployed, the poor and oppressed, 
of all races and color, immigrants 
and American-born, elderly and 
disabled.”

The movement’s next big mobi-
lisation will be a conference on 26 
April. The conference will launch 
the massive campaign to collect 
the 21,000 signatures required to 
put a robust $15 minimum wage 
on the November ballot, should it 
become necessary.
For a full report and campaign 
updates see www.15now.org

photo Socialist Party

In Seattle on 15 March (and inset the front page of The Seattle TImes) photo Socialist Alternative



A deluge of tributes followed the 
sad and shocking death of Bob 
Crow, elected leader of the Rail, 
Maritime and Transport union. 

He was known and respected beyond the 
ranks of the RMT because the union is to 
the forefront of militant action.

As the Economist put it, “Under Mr Crow, 
the RMT stood out, forsaking protests for 
traditional industrial activism.” In fact the 
RMT supported a range of action – demon-
strations, occupations as in Vestas on the 
Isle of Wight, and strikes. Members enjoy, 
as the BBC admitted, “pay rises every year 
even during austerity, good pensions and 
good holiday allowances”, prove that com-
bative working class action results.

What next?
The Economist asks: “What will happen 
to his union now?” The magazine’s pro-
capitalist target audience will hope for 
a ‘moderate’ successor. Working class 
fighters will watch carefully, hoping for the 
election of someone who stands in Bob 
Crow’s tradition.

Who the next general secretary will be 
is for RMT members to decide. In doing 
so they will be conscious that their union 
plays a wider and leading role – in Britain 
and internationally – in standing up for the 
working class as a whole. The union stands 
for the working class using its power to de-
fend and extend its rights and share of the 
world’s wealth and for socialist change. 
The messages of condolence and solidari-
ty from the US, Cuba and elsewhere reflect 
this wider role. It is immortalised in the 
RMT banners that carry the words of the 
traditional socialist and workers’ song, ‘the 
Internationale’.

Bob Crow stood for the general resist-
ance of the working class to all attacks. 
He was central to the RMT’s role in es-
tablishing the National Shop Stewards 
Network (NSSN) in 2007. This was a clear 
recognition of the inadequacy of many 
right-wing trade union leaders who rest on 
the ‘official structures’ and have tended to 
hold back the movement. The NSSN was 
an attempt to give voice to the rank and 
file of the unions. This, of course, cannot 
be seen as a substitute for transforming 
those unions, but is a complementary aid 
to defending members.

Against austerity, the NSSN plays a vi-
tal role in putting forward a general pro-
gramme for resisting the government’s 
attacks. Bob Crow seconded the motion 
calling for a 24-hour general strike at the 
2012 TUC in Brighton. He also moved the 

motion at the 2013 TUC to keep the 24-
hour general strike on the table. The new 
leader must continue his proposals to 
build united effective action, including ef-
forts to coordinate with other left unions 
and leaders.

Political strategy
Under Bob Crow’s leadership the union 
also drew conclusions about the need to 
have a political strategy. A decade ago the 
RMT was expelled from the Labour Party 
because it supported socialist candidates 
in Scotland. Bob and others in the leader-
ship recognised that, in order to defend 
RMT members and the wider working 
class, they had to take steps to build a po-
litical voice. The union debated the issue 
at two national delegate conferences and 
on both occasions backed participation 
in the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coa-
lition (TUSC). Bob was a co-founder and 
sat alongside Socialist Party members 
and others on the steering committee. He 
also led ‘No2EU-Yes to workers’ rights’, a 
coalition set up to contest the European 
elections.

There have been innumerable expres-
sions of solidarity with what Bob was trying 
to achieve, including a willingness to stand 
in May’s elections. The latest batch of local 
election candidates to be approved by the 
TUSC steering committee, for example, in-
cludes the Finsbury Park RMT branch sec-
retary and an Arnos Grove rep who have 
come forward just this week as prospec-
tive candidates. These London activists 
see standing as part of their battle to de-
fend jobs and services on London Under-
ground. Eight Portsmouth RMT members 
have also stepped forward as prospective 
candidates.

But now there 

could be a danger that the right wing in 
the generally left RMT may begin to try to 
undermine Bob’s legacy both industrially 
and politically. What alternative can they 
offer workers facing privatisation, job 
losses, and pay cuts? Asking workers to 
wait for a Labour government in 2015? 
That is no alternative whatsoever.

Labour has shown in words and deeds 
that it will continue with privatisation, job 
losses, and pay cuts. Rachel Reeves has 
warned a Labour government “would be 
tougher” on benefits than one that has 
presided over a regime where every two 
minutes a young person has their pal-
try benefits stopped. Ed Balls’ comment, 
“We’ve backed 1% pay restraint,” says it 
all.

Labour-dominated councils are deci-
mating services and jobs. They claim to 
‘feel bad’ about it but only a tiny handful of 
councillors have actually voted against the 
cuts. And they have mainly been expelled 
from Labour.

The death of Tony Benn is another sad 
loss to the working class (see obituary on 
page 2). He was a staunch defender of so-
cialism. But on Labour he was mistaken. 
The time for equivocation is over – as Bob 
made clear.

Left journalist Owen Jones has com-
mented on the situation after 
Bob Crow and Tony Benn 
but offers no way for-
ward. He writes of a 
“fragmented” left but 
the real left exists not 
in little groups or in 
celebrities like him. 
The future of the left 
is in the unions and 
in the workplaces 
– organised and as 
yet unorganised. 
As wider sections 
of the working class 
determinedly 

take up the fight, as the care workers in 
Doncaster and the health workers in Eal-
ing are currently doing, new trade union 
leaderships and the mass political party 
the working class needs will be forged.

Owen Jones says that “the left’s real 
mission is surely hope”. But, hope for what 
Owen? That Labour will be the vehicle to 
change society? This is not hope. This is 
utopia. The strategy of Owen and those 
who want to ensnare the workers and all 
suffering austerity in the Labour dead end 
basically amounts to ‘a hope and a prayer’.

Meanwhile there are springs of real 
hope as workers draw left and socialist 
conclusions from their experience of capi-
talism in the 21st century. In the US the 
fight for a $15 an hour minimum wage in-
volves young workers who want a share of 
the so-called economic recovery.

Legacy
In South Africa the working class is taking 
vital steps to construct a new mass party 
to continue the legacy of the anti-apart-
heid struggle, particularly in the form of 
the Workers And Socialist Party.

This pioneering work, with socialists 
central, recalls Shelley’s revolutionary 
credo: “To defy Power, which seems om-

nipotent; … / to hope till Hope creates 
/ From its own wreck the thing it 

contemplates.”
RMT members, by electing a 

leader who will continue the 
RMT’s role in building both 
TUSC and determined trade 
union action to defend the 
working class at every turn, 
will be standing in Bob Crow’s 

powerful legacy. And the 
Socialist Party will back them 
every step in that direction.

Tony Mulhearn 
Liverpool 47

The Dross Machine goes into overdrive – 
Newsnight, Andrew Rawnsley in the Ob-
server, the ‘Life of Tony Benn’. A parade of 
relics of the undead belched out their re-
sentment at Tony Benn’s ‘destructive’ be-
haviour as a leading Labour Party figure. 

A smug Neil Kinnock was at his most 
repellent. Stripped of all the verbiage, 
Benn’s ‘crime’ was the advocating of so-
cialist policies and having the temerity to 
stand in the election for Labour’s deputy 
leader in 1982.

Naturally, Militant figures prominently 
in their invective. Andrew Rawnsley in the 
Observer writes: “For a nice man he kept 
some nasty company. He never disowned 
and stood in the way of dealing with the 
Militant Tendency and other far-left en-
tryists who were poisoning Labour from 
within. He does not bear sole responsibil-
ity for the split that led to the formation of 
the SDP, but he was one of the most cru-
cial triggers for it.”

For Rawnsley Benn, in advocating the 
implementation of elements of the social-
ist Clause 4 of the Party constitution is the 
‘destructive’ element. But the traitors are 
those who, defeated in the 
battle for ideas in the Party, 
fled and formed the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP).

Those who could not 
stomach the Labour 
Party embracing social-
ist ideas included Shirley 
Williams, one of the gang 
of four with Roy Jenkins, 
William Rodgers and 
David ‘I adore nuclear 
weapons’ Owen. In the 
1983 general election 
they stood as a 

phoney ‘left of centre’ SDP and divided 
the Labour vote. The Tory government 
ruled for 13 years with catastrophic con-
sequences for the working class.

Denis Healey, former right-wing La-
bour chancellor (founder and steering 
committee member of Bildeburg, the 
self-appointed organisation of movers 
and shakers of world capitalism), was 
also wheeled out posing as a sage of Brit-
ish politics. In reality he was a justifier of 
nuclear Armageddon and a Thatcherite 
before Thatcher. 

“He was a destructive force,” he 
croaked. He meant: ‘I was the natural 
deputy leader, what right did Benn have 
to stand as well?’ In spite of having an 
election team which included pension 
thief Robert Maxwell, Rupert Murdoch, 
the BBC, ITV, the Daily Mail and Express, 
Healey defeated Benn by a tiny margin of 
0.05% of the vote.

Healey’s political vision was revealed 
as political myopia when, after Lord 
Kinnock’s treacherous attack on Liverpool 
council at the 1985 Labour conference, he 
said to Kinnock: ‘by that speech Neil you 
have won us the next general election.’ In 
the subsequent general elections Labour 
went down to the two worst defeats since 
1931. So these ‘destructive elements’ 

gifted the Tories a further ten years of 
government.

The memory of Tony Benn will 
live in the consciousness of the 
working class, long after the La-

bour lieutenants of capitalism 
in the ranks of the workers’ 
movement are forgotten.
Tony Mulhearn, a Militant 
supporter and now Socialist 
Party member who was also 
president of Liverpool District 

Labour Party (DLP) from 
1980 to 1986

“I thought the last lot were bad, but this 
lot are worse. Yes, I support Keith and 
Don and what they have done.” This was 
a local resident in Coxford, Southamp-
ton, struggling to cope with the hit on 
her pocket from the bedroom tax and 
angered at the continuing cuts from the 
Labour council elected in 2012.

All across the Coxford area, Keith and 
Don have touched the lives of their local 
community, supporting their stand to 
Save Oaklands Pool and forcing the coun-
cil to invest £1.6 million and re-open the 

pool.
Coxford has two representatives who 

are willing to fight alongside the commu-
nity to ensure services like Erskine Court, 
supported living for the elderly, are saved. 
Keith and Don mobilised hundreds to 
surround Erskine Court in a determined 
show of defiance against the council bull-
dozer and won.

When the local Sainsbury’s supermar-
ket closed a pathway used by hundreds 
of people to do their shopping, the com-
munity was mobilised and the path re-

opened. When First Bus took away a local 
bus from elderly residents used to get 
back from the shops, the com-
munity was mobilised and the 
service saved.

Now as further blows rain 
down from the Labour Council 
with a 10% rent increase, clean-
ing charges and parking charges 
digging into people’s pockets 
and the future of Lordshill li-
brary under threat, Keith is continuing to 
mobilise support to save services in the 

area. 
In May Keith will stand for re-election 

to the council. In three years he 
has shown that he will not be-
tray his promises to those who 
elected him as others in the La-
bour Party have done. Alongside 
side Councillor Don Thomas he 
has shown what is possible. Let’s 
make sure Coxford keeps its rebel 
councillors, they are needed now 

more than ever. Give your support and re-
elect Keith Morrell on 22 May.

Re-elect Keith Morrell, Coxford rebel councillor

‘Destructive’ element in 
Labour was not Tony Benn

What we think

after BoB Crow and tony Benn: 
we fight on!
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It is deplorable that Guardian columnist Pol-
ly Toynbee used an invitation to talk about 
Tony Benn and his role in politics on Chan-
nel 4 news (14 March) to vilify the Militant, 
forerunner of the Socialist Party. 
This from the woman who joined the right-
ward split from the Labour Party, the short 
lived Social Democratic Party  (SDP). She 
portrayed the Militant, tireless workers for 
the party, in Lambeth as alien infiltrators.
The capitalist media and most commenta-
tors and politicians are keen to portray Tony 
Benn’s politics and socialism as outdated 
and outmoded.
On the contrary, Tony Benn was an expert 
at explaining why socialism is necessary and 
how it would work. He also clearly explained 
that capitalism does not work except for the 
rich. 
Tony Benn did not draw the wrong conclu-
sions about Labour’s electoral failure. The 
SDP and New Labour decided that it was 
because it was too left wing.
Tony Benn, like the Militant, knew that it was 
because Labour was not socialist enough.
Capitalism tried to draw the sting out of 
Benn’s politics by adopting him as an ec-
centric uncle.
The young woman in Bristol who said that he 
was her hero, a conviction politician, shows 
that Benn’s ideas will always be relevant 
and modern.
Clare Wilkins, Birmingham

It’s a shame that in an article of over 1,600 
words Owen Jones couldn’t bring himself to 
seriously discuss the political projects that 
Bob Crow was actually involved in (‘Don’t 
mourn. Organise’, 15 March). But perhaps 
that fits a narrative Owen wishes to promote, 
that there is no future for any electoral poli-
tics outside Labour. Bob, however, saw the 
creation of a new political voice for working 
people, rooted in the organisations and com-
munities of the working class, as an essen-

tial aspect of the struggle against austerity.
For the past four years we had worked to-
gether building the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition (TUSC), in a project officially 
backed by the RMT itself. TUSC will stand 
hundreds of anti-austerity candidates in this 
May’s local elections in the biggest left-of-
Labour challenge since the second world 
war.
Despite a number of approaches, Tony Benn 
didn’t agree with an electoral challenge to 
Labour (though he did appear in the 2009 
electoral broadcast for No2EU).
I think he should have left the Labour Party, 
which had so clearly left him, but unfortu-
nately he disagreed. In his latter years Tony 
was more a prisoner in New Labour, reduced 
to smuggling out notes through the bars. 
The socialist policies he stood for were killed 
off by successive Labour leaders from Neil 
Kinnock onwards, but they still exist in new 
projects, like TUSC and No2EU, co-founded 
by Bob Crow.
Dave Nellist
National chair, TUSC

In his obituary for Bob Crow (12 March), 
Christian Wolmar states that Bob “was not 
a member of a political party when he died”. 
However, Bob sat with me on the national 
steering committee of the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), which stands 
in general and local elections, from its foun-
dation in 2010. Indeed, it was only a few 
days ago that we were discussing what pub-
lic meetings he could do to support TUSC’s 
2014 local elections campaign, in what will 
be the biggest left-of-Labour challenge in 
such elections since the second world war.
Bob was also the national leader of No2EU 
– Yes To Workers’ Rights, a political party 
registered to fight the 2014 European 
elections. He was going to be the lead 
candidate for London. Bob couldn’t have 
been clearer on the need for working-class 
people to have an independent political 
voice, which none of the establishment 
parties can provide.
Clive Heemskerk
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
national election agent

Setting the record straight

The following letters 
were printed in the 
Guardian

Banners outside RMT headquarters up and down the country in tribute to Bob 
Crow. On the left is the national office  in London and the right is the North West 
regional office. 

Lewisham TUSC honoured the life of Bob Crow at 
Saturday’s game against Charlton at the Den. We 
unfurled a banner in the south stand which read ‘RIP 
Bob Crow - Working class fighter and Millwall always’. 
A tribute in the programme and in the pre- match 
announcement mentioned Bob’s life long support of 
Millwall, a support which was as true as it ever was 
in the weeks before his death. Only a fortnight ago 
Bob attended a meeting of the ‘Save our Millwall’ 
campaign, not as a platform speaker or specially 
invited guest. Bob came, sat at the back of the 
meeting, listened to the contributions and offered 
his support and advice to the campaign. Many of the 
tributes to Bob have honoured his rousing speeches at 
rallies and demonstrations but his tenacity and day to 
day work fighting to defend and extend what workers 
hold dear are why he was respected so much.
James Kerr, Lewisham TUSC and Millwall ST 
holder

TUSC 
supporters 
honour a 
true lion

RMT 
members, 
by electing 
a leader 
who will 
continue the 
RMT’s role in 
building both 
TUSC and 
determined 
trade union 
action to 
defend the 
working 
class at every 
turn, will be 
standing in 
Bob Crow’s 
powerful 
legacy 

The union 
stands for 

the working 
class using 
its power to 
defend and 

extend its 
rights and 

share of 
the world’s 
wealth and 
for socialist 

change 

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) is an electoral 
alliance that stands candidates 
against all cuts and privatisation. 
It involves the RMT transport 
union, leading members of other 
unions and socialists including the 
Socialist Party.
This May TUSC plans to stand 
hundreds of no-cuts candidates in 
the council elections against all the 
austerity parties voting through the 
destruction of jobs and services. 
Could you be a candidate?
See tusc.org.uk
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Ken Douglas
National treasurer, Socialist Party

At its recent national congress the 
Socialist Party launched an appeal 
to raise £15,000 to help finance our 
2014 election campaigns. Across 
England, Socialist Party members 
are getting ready to stand alongside 
members of the RMT rail union, 
other trade unionists and com-
munity campaigners in the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
(TUSC) to mount the biggest left-of-
Labour challenge since the end of 
World War Two.  

We have a battle in these elections 
to make TUSC as visible as possible so 
the media gives the coverage it should 
to our challenge. We need to make 
sure in our local campaigning that 
TUSC leaflets, banners, posters, post-
cards and other material are widely 
available and prominent at every pro-
test against cuts and privatisation, at 
every picket line and demonstration.

Socialists everywhere have been 
inspired by the success of Kshama 

Sawant and Socialist Alternative in 
the Seattle city council elections in 
the US. The power of Kshama’s cam-
paign was based on the appeal of 

her socialist programme and partic-
ularly the demand for $15 an hour 
minimum wage to the thousands of 
ordinary people who made relative-

ly small donations to her campaign. 
These donations enabled Kshama to 
mount an effective challenge to the 
candidate backed by all the finan-
cial might of big business. 

Southampton rebel councillors 
Keith Morell and Don Thomas have 
generated a groundswell of support 
for their stand against the cuts and 
won £1.6 million to refurbish the lo-
cal swimming pool that the council 
was going to close. 

TUSC will be standing city-wide 
in Southampton and other areas; 
the press, the political establish-
ment and the television companies 
will try to brush away the TUSC 
challenge. We must make sure we 
have the funds and the support so 
they can’t ignore us!

The Socialist Party is also partici-
pating in the ‘No2EU - Yes to work-
ers’ rights’ list in the European elec-
tions being held at the same time. 
Socialist Party members are stand-
ing in a number of seats. Dave Nel-
list heads the list in the West Mid-
lands and leading trade unionist 
Roger Bannister leads the challenge 

against the racist BNP’s Nick Griffin 
in the North West.

In addition we also aim to raise 
£4,000 to help finance the election 
campaign of the new Workers And 
Socialist Party (WASP) in South Af-
rica. Moses Mayekiso, the inaugu-
ral general secretary of Numsa, the 
metal workers’ union, is heading 
WASP’s election list.

These campaigns all explain that 
the working class needs to build new 
mass parties to replace those like the 
Labour Party that speak only for big 
business and the crisis-ridden capi-
talist system. Fewer than 400 individ-
uals worldwide own as much wealth 
as three and a half billion people so 
we need parties that represent the bil-
lions, not the billionaires!

Can you make a donation to 
support this historic challenge? 
Can you donate £10, £20 or £100 
or more? Every pound will take us 
closer to our target and will make 
a difference in this campaign. You 
can donate via our website social-
istparty.org.uk/donate or telephone 
020 8988 8777.

Election Appeal
Put your money where the struggle is!

Suzanne Beishon

Over recent years we have had bril-
liant May Day displays in the Social-
ist. Let’s aim to repeat that success in 
2014. This year marks the 40th anni-
versary of the founding of the Com-
mittee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI - which the Socialist party is 
affiliated to) and in the autumn, the 
50th anniversary of the first issue of 
our party’s paper.

Our ‘reporters’ are actively involved 
in the struggles they write about, from 

workplaces, communities, universi-
ties, schools and colleges. 

We report the victories that show 
that if you fight back you can win 
- from construction workers’ dis-
putes in Britain, to miners in South 
Africa.

And the Socialist doesn’t just re-
port workers’ strikes and the anti-
cuts movement, but puts forward 
a strategy to defeat the cuts and to 
fight for a socialist alternative. Help 
the Socialist continue that work with 
a May Day greeting this year!

Get a 25% discount by paying by 

Friday 11 April. 
Greeting price guide: £500 for a 

whole page (£375 before 11 April); 
£300 for a half-page (£225); £170 
quarter-page (£127.50); £90 one-
eighth (£67.50); £50 one-sixteenth 
(£37.50); £30 1/32 (£22.50); £20 
small box (£15). Other rates are 
available. 

Contact: 020 8988 8781 Email 
suzannebeishon@socialistparty.
org.uk
Give your greeting online at  www.
socialistparty.org.uk/mayday

Get your May Day Greetings in

Ross Longhurst of Nottingham, 
aged 72 and a longstanding cam-
paigner, has been jailed for 28 days 
for not paying his council tax. Ross 
refused to pay in protest and wrote 
before his hearing:

“For the fourth year running Not-
tingham city council are imposing 
cuts on local services which target 
the most vulnerable sections of the 
community such as children and 
old people. This is part of the Coali-
tion government’s war on the poor 
and the Labour-controlled coun-
cil are slavishly implementing the 
cuts.”

Cathy Meadows, chair, Notting-
ham Stop the Bedroom Tax/ Defend 
Council Tax Benefits Campaign 
gave our solidarity to Ross on Radio 
Nottingham and to any people who 
feel so angry at the injustice they are 
making a stand, even if not affected 
themselves.

Cathy said that many people are 

forced to choose between food, fuel, 
council tax and rent because of cuts 
to benefits, and cannot afford to pay 
council tax. 

People whose income was so low 
that they were considered too poor 
a year ago to pay council tax are now 
being told to pay yet their income is 
still low.

And from this April, the minimum 
amount Nottingham city council 
(with a massive Labour majority) 
is charging will be 20% of council 
tax. Cathy said the council should 
stop harassing people, stop sending 
bailiffs and stop threatening people 
with eviction. 

The campaign is clear: The coun-
cil should not pursue people for 
council tax or rent arrears if their 
benefit has been cut or if people are 
now being asked to pay council tax / 
increased council tax because of the 
austerity measures.

Cathy said that in the short term 

the council should use its reserves to 
cover the costs. The council should 
be working with the community and 
trade unions to demand the neces-
sary money from the government.

Write to: Prisoner A0329DE, Ross 
Longhurst, HM Prison Nottingham, 
112 Perry Road, Nottingham NG5 
3AG.

Nottingham Stop the Bedroom 
Tax/Defend Council Tax Benefits 
Campaign gives advice to people 
to help support them when they re-
ceive letters from the council or so-
cial landlord including court letters. 
http://youtu.be/f-9VfpdHNjs

• On the day Ross was jailed, the thi-
sisnottingham website reported that 
a businessman was “spared prison 
after £4 million of fake goods were 
found.” Nottingham Magistrates’ 
Court sentenced the man to eight 
weeks in prison, suspended for 12 
months.

Pensioner jailed for non-payment

Southampton councillor Keith Morell photo Paul Mattsson

A TUSC stall in Derby with the new banner. There were lots of people 
interested. Typical comments were: ‘Somebody’s got to fight the 
cuts – it’s good to see you are prepared to’, ‘When will there be a 
revolution?’, ‘Are you pretend socialists or real ones?’
Through public meetings we have met many people who will support 
us and others who want to do leafleting. We are getting more support 
via Facebook.
TUSC has been invited to send a speaker to an FBU meeting in 
Derbyshire.  
photo C Taylor

TUSC campaigning in Derby

North West 1,200 1,548
West Midlands 2,100 2,526

Wales 2,300 2,182
South West 1,400 1,167

East Midlands 1,600 1,327
Yorkshire 2,900 1,862
Northern 600 338

South East 750 358
Southern 1,200 516

London 6,100 2,184
Eastern 1,200 281

England & Wales 3,650 3,185
25,000 17,474
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The Committee for a Workers’ 
International (CWI) is the socialist 
international organisation to 
which the Socialist Party is 
affiliated.
The CWI is organised in 45 
countries and works to unite the 
working class and oppressed 
peoples against global capitalism 
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO
Box 3688, London E11 1YE.
email cwi@worldsoc.co.uk

The Committee for a 
Workers’ International

The CWI website contains 
news, reports and analysis from 
around the world. Recent articles 
include:

www.socialistworld.net

Sweden: New mass protests 
against Nazi violence

Knife attack after 8 March 
demonstration 

Rattvisepartiet Socialisterma 
(CWI in Sweden) reporters

Bosnia Herzegovina: Mass 
protests of working people 
and youth show the way 
forward

Working people stir to end poverty, 
joblessness, corruption and ethnic 
divisions!

CWI Leaflet text

Venezuela: Popular 
Revolutionary Council 
Launched in Caracas

International solidarity needed!

By Socialismo Revolucionario 
(CWI in Venezuela) reporters, 
Caracas

South Africa: WASP registers for 
the 2014 elections

Workers And Socialist Party

The Workers And Socialist Party 
(WASP) in South Africa has regis-
tered for this year’s elections to the 
national assembly and for the pro-
vincial legislatures of North West, 
Limpopo and Gauteng. 

The presidential candidate and 
number one on WASP’s national 
list is Moses Mayekiso. Moses was 
a leading trade union activist in the 
1970s and 1980s for the Metal and 
Allied Workers Union (Mawu) of 
which he became general secretary. 
Mawu, along with other unions, 
founded Cosatu (the largest trade 
union federation in South Africa) in 
1985 and was a key founding union 
of the National Union of Metalwork-
ers of South Africa (Numsa). 

Moses became the first general 
secretary of Numsa, elected from 
jail for his labour movement activ-
ism and anti-apartheid activities. 
He was the hero of an international 
campaign demanding his release 
and demonstrations to “free Com-
rade Moss” were held in cities 

around the world. 
Moses was general secretary of 

Numsa when the union in 1993 
adopted a resolution calling for the 
formation of a workers’ party. In 

joining WASP and taking his place 
in the leadership, Moses is retying 
the knot of history. 
Please donate towards the WASP 
election appeal by writing cheques 

to “South African Miners Fund” 
and post to South African Miners’ 
Solidarity, PO Box 66682, London 
E11 9ER
For more see socialistworld.net 

Crimea referendum will not deliver peace and stability
Niall Mulholland 

Crimea’s 16 March referendum saw 
an overwhelming majority vote in 
favour of joining Russia. According 
to the claimed official result, 96.77% 
voted ‘for’ integration and turnout 
was 83.1%. Tens of thousands cel-
ebrated in Simferopol, the capital of 
Crimea.

On 17 March, the regional par-
liament declared the Republic 
of Crimea. President Putin and 
Crimea’s leaders signed an agree-
ment on 18 March formalising the 
region’s absorption into Russia.

Crimea’s de facto leader, Sergei 
Aksyonov, stated that next week 
Crimea will officially introduce 
the ruble as a second official cur-
rency along with Ukrainian hry-
vna. The Crimean parliament ruled 
that Ukrainian state property in the 
peninsula will be nationalised and 
Ukrainian military units on Crime-
an territory are to be “disbanded”.

The referendum was denounced 
by western leaders as “illegitimate 
and illegal” and they condemned 
Putin for stirring up ethnic divi-
sions. Largely toothless travel bans 
and asset freezes against officials 
from Russia and Crimea were im-
posed by the EU and US, with other 
sanctions threatened. But western 
powers are divided on how far to 
punish Russia. Many EU states fear 
that tit-for-tat sanctions with Russia 
could badly damage the weak EU 
economy.

History of ‘intervention’
Despite their outrage at Russia’s 
intervention in Crimea, the US and 
European powers have a proven 
record of similar actions, only on a 
much larger and more bloody scale. 
Violating their own international 
laws, the western imperialist pow-
ers invaded and occupied Iraq and 
Afghanistan, overseeing ‘elections’ 
in both countries. Months of Nato 
bombings against the Serbian re-
gime in 1999 were the prelude to a 
western-supported independence 
referendum for Kosovo. 

Certainly the Crimean referen-
dum was not held under conditions 
that allowed for free democratic 
debate and choice. Following the 

western-backed ousting of Ukraine’s 
prime mininister, Victor Yanuko-
vych, ‘self-defence’ militias (both 
locally raised and those which are 
widely believed to be unidentified 
Russian troops), took control of mil-
itary bases and other key strategic 
points in Crimea. 

Democracy?
The parliament of majority-Russian 
speaking Crimea voted to leave 
Ukraine and to join Russia. The ref-
erendum was only then put to vot-
ers to rubber stamp the decision 
and only gave two options – for inte-
gration with Russia or for enhanced 
autonomy. 

All pro-Ukraine media was shut 
down and weeks of state-run media 
blasted out pro-Russian national-
ist propaganda. Crimea’s minority 
Tartar and Ukraine-speaking pop-
ulations (40% of the population) 
complained of an intimidating at-
mosphere and most of them boy-
cotted the referendum.

Yet is also the case that the vote 
for union with Russia was hugely 
popular among the majority of 
Crimeans. This is in large part due 
to the reactionary character of the 
new Kiev regime and the manner in 
which it came to power.

The months-long mass protests 
against Yanukovych were fuelled by 
years of economic stagnation and 
growing poverty, as well as deep 

anger at the corrupt, authoritarian 
regime and its oligarch backers. 

The revolt, which displayed ele-
ments of a revolution, quickly re-
vealed the lack of support for the rot-
ten Yanukovych regime. Riot police 
brutality towards protesters in Maid-
an Square provoked widespread re-
vulsion and the regime fell apart. 

However in the absence of mass 

workers’ organisations that pursue 
an independent class line, reaction-
ary opposition politicians, includ-
ing Ukrainian ultra-nationalists and 
the far right, dominated the protest 
movement. 

Members of the anti-Semitic Svo-
boda party and fascistic Right Sector 
acted as shock troops on the ground 
in central Kiev and elsewhere. They 
physically attacked trade unionists 
and left activists who attempted to 
join the protests. 

The new Kiev regime’s anti-Rus-
sian rhetoric and the involvement 
of the far right, which holds key 
ministerial positions, provoked fear 
among the ethnic Russian minority, 
who are mainly based in Ukraine’s 
east and south. Among the Rada’s 
(Ukraine parliament) first decisions 
was one to downgrade the use of the 
Russian language and to vote to out-
law the ‘Communist’ Party.

Poverty
With Crimea already one of the 
poorest parts of Ukraine, many 
Crimeans also feared that the new 
Kiev regime would agree finan-
cial aid deals with the EU and IMF, 
linked to harsh austerity measures, 
resulting in their living standards 
falling even further. 

But the outcome of the referen-
dum will not deliver peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity for the people of 
Crimea. Living standards will not 
be transformed by Crimea’s inte-
gration into a weakening Russian 
economy. 

The authoritarian Putin regime 
and its oligarch-backers are only 
intervening in Crimea, whipping 
up Russian nationalism in the 
process, to defend their ‘near 
abroad’ geo-strategic interests. 
The peninsula is the focal point of 
growing tensions between Russia 
and Kiev and its western backers 
– who aim to extend imperialist 
power and influence right up to 
Russia’s borders. 

This has led to a dangerous build-
up of military forces. Last week, 
Washington ordered military exer-
cises in Poland, Lithuania and in 
the Black Sea. After the Crimean 
referendum, Ukraine’s parliament 
approved the partial mobilisation of 
40,000 reservists. 

Both sides say they are not go-
ing to go to war over Ukraine but a 
deepening of tensions can lead to 
‘localised’ conflict nevertheless. 

Working people across Ukraine 
will pay the price for an escalation 
of the crisis. Several people were 
killed last weekend when fighting 
broke out between pro-Ukrainian 
and pro-Russian protesters and mi-

litias in the eastern cities of Donetsk 
and Kharkiv. 

If some clashes develop momen-
tum it could lead in majority Rus-
sian ethnic areas to calls for more 
referendums, attempts to break 
away and the horrific possibility of 
bloody break-up of the country.

Alternative
Only the organised, united 
working class, with independent 
and internationalist policies, can 
decisively counter reactionary 
nationalism and end big capitalist 
powers’ meddling. 

The demagogic nationalist politi-
cians in Kiev, Simferopol and Mos-
cow may be enjoying popular sup-
port at the moment by exploiting 
fears but their pro-market policies 
and nationalism will not improve 
living standards or end corruption 
and oppression. Already many of 
those who opposed Yanukovych 
complain bitterly about the new 
gang of crooks who seized power 
and handed out regional governor-
ships to their oligarch friends. 

As the recent revolt of workers 
and youth in Bosnia Herzegovina 
shows, new upsurges against dire 
economic and social conditions and 
corrupt politicians are inevitable 
but they require organised, politi-
cal expression to provide a working 
class and socialist alternative. 

A recent WASP recruitment drive and election campaigning in Limpopo photo WASP

96.77%
claimed official 
result in favour 
of integration of 
Crimea into Russia

Living standards will 
not be transformed 
by Crimea’s 
integration into a 
weakening Russian 
economy
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Sarah Wrack

The third series of the BBC’s Call 
the Midwife finished recently. The 
programme is based on the real life 
memoirs of Jennifer Worth (for-
merly Lee) who worked as a mid-
wife in London’s east end in the 
1950s. 

The series finale saw Jenny leave 
Nonnatus House, the nunnery her 
midwifery team work from. Jenny 
and her fellow midwives work un-
der the instruction of an order of 
nuns, who were the traditional pro-
viders of maternity care for poor 
women in the Poplar area prior to 
the launch of the NHS. 

For me the most poignant epi-
sode was in the second series. Nora 
Harding and her husband already 
have eight children when she dis-
covers she is pregnant again. The 
family live between two rooms and 
are in dire poverty. 

Distraught at the idea of another 
mouth to feed, Nora has an illegal 
backstreet abortion – selling eve-
rything she can to get the money 
– which leaves her fighting for life.

Jenny says: “Nora’s life was saved 

by doctors who asked no questions, 
but she never conceived again.” 
She explains that, in the expan-
sion of council housing, the family 
was relocated to a larger house 
outside London.

The midwives all 
come from relatively 
well-off, educated 
backgrounds. This 
contrasts with the 
deprived condi-
tions in Poplar. 

The area was 
devastated by 
bombing during 
the war, the lo-
cal workhouse 
had not long 
closed its doors, 
many families still 
lived in one or two 
rooms with a shared 
bathroom.

Maternity care and 
labour make a good 
prism for the audience to 
look through, particularly 
given the post-war baby boom. 
But the programme’s interest 
stretches much further – it provides 
insightful social commentary on a 

unique period in British history.
The main running theme is the 

huge impact that the introduction 
of the NHS, and the welfare state 

in general, had for working 
class communities – slum 

clearance, health pro-
motion, social work.

The programme 
documents the 

rapid influx of 
medical im-
p r o v e m e n t s 
that followed 
the launch of 
the NHS. The 
women of Pop-
lar can’t believe 
their luck when 

gas and air be-
come available 

- the doctor ends 
up running be-

tween houses with 
the machine as every 

woman in labour de-
mands it. A mass chest x-

ray programme is launched 
to combat tuberculosis.

Two baby brothers whose moth-
er is suffering depression because 
she thinks their illness is her fault 

are diagnosed with the little-known 
spina bifada. The doctor points out 
that a decade earlier this would 
not have been identified and they 
would never have survived. 

Issues such as prostitution, 
‘illegitimacy’, racism and domestic 
violence are dealt with sensitively, 
while giving a relatively realistic 
impression of how hard life was 
– there are no guaranteed happy 
endings. 

Every episode emphasises how 
impossible life was for working 
class people before the welfare 
state. 

It should make everyone who 
watches it redouble our efforts to 
stop the Con-Dems’ onslaught 
of cuts and privatisation that 
threatens to reverse the progress 
shown in the programme.

Call the Midwife has been 
renewed for a Christmas special 
and fourth series next year. It 
remains to be seen whether the 
makers will do justice to the story 
and characters once no longer 
following the real stories of Jenny 
Lee and without the lead character. 
But I’ll certainly be tuning in to find 
out.

Simon Robinson
Leicester NUT member

The recent article in the Socialist 
issue 800 on genetic modification 
(GM) was an excellent antidote to 
the plethora of reactionary anti-
science nonsense which prevails 
in a lot of media today. I would like 
to add my thoughts on GM to the 
debate.

I am a science teacher and 
you’ll be surprised at how many 
students have absorbed a lot of the 
misleading ideas about climate 
change, GM foods and even the 
lunar landings. In the US, science 
teachers are at the forefront of the 
battle against creationism in the 
science curriculum. Giving students 
the power to look at information in 
a critical way and to understand the 
science is very important.

Since the beginning of agriculture, 
farmers have modified their envi-
ronment, allowing human societies 
to flourish around the world. The 
problem with capitalism is that the 
health benefit to society is no longer 
the priority – the priority in agricul-

ture is profit. Monsanto typify this. 
‘Traditional’ selective breeding is 

different to GM technology – both 
have radically altered the genetics 
of agricultural crops or animals, but 
just on a different timescale. I think 
selective breeding (or inbreeding) 
has been just as damaging to the 
genetic health of some organisms 
and very damaging to biodiversity 
around the world. 

Selective breeding is responsible 
for the mono-crop lifeless prairies 
in the US and the plains of Russia 
and the grotesquely distorted bod-
ies of cattle or dog breeds. It is also 
the reason for the loss of traditional 
seeds. 

Many hybrid crops will not ‘breed 
true’ ie if you plant the next genera-
tion, you don’t get the same charac-
teristics. Most grain hybrids are like 
this. So, there is no real benefit from 
saving the seeds. Of course, this 
does mean that the farmer has to 
continually return to the seed com-
panies to buy seeds, but this is not a 
GM issue in itself. 

The research behind much of 
the GM health scare has been 
discredited. The real threat to health 

is from the aggressive marketing of 
cheap, high sugar, saturated fats and 
salt foods which we are exposed to 
everyday.

Other health scares are linked 
to agrichemicals which were used 
well before GMOs were introduced. 
Monsanto’s own ‘Roundup’ herbi-
cide is one such example.

Many environmental campaign-
ers have been warning against over-
use and mis-use of chemicals in ag-
riculture for decades – from Agent 
Orange, to DDT, to artificial fertilis-
ers. It is estimated that 20,000 work-
ers are dying from exposure every 
year to these agrichemicals.

There are some promising ad-
vances in GM crops. For example, 
in Bangladesh, brinjal (aubergine) 
crops are routinely sprayed with 
very toxic pesticides (linked to many 
diseases). A GM version of the crop 
has been introduced to provide 
resistance to the pests, which will 
greatly reduce the dependence on 
chemicals, and the companies like 
Monsanto who make them.

Join the debate. Contact: 
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Review 

Call the Midwife

Genetic Modification
A contribution to the Socialist debate

I heard the sad news that Stan Pearce has died. In a week that commemo-
rated the 30th anniversary of the strike, Stan's passing ranks with that of Bob 
Crow and Tony Benn for a whole generation of Marxist miners associated 
with Militant, forerunner of the Socialist and the real Miners’ Broad Left.

It was my privilege to work with someone who I looked up to as having 
the virtues of an irreconcilable militant miner. He was 20 years my senior 
but treated me the same as he would any other miner in the heat of battle.

Sure of his ideas, consistent with his support and attendance at meetings, 
determining the positions in a complex and difficult battle that he never 
doubted needed to be fought. No regrets for Stan, no doubts about the need 
to fight for the jobs for future generations. No navel gazing either, he could 
only see the justice of the miners’ cause. The movement is smaller without 
Stan Pearce.

Good bye comrade.
Ian Isaac, former St John's NUM, S Wales Area

Obituary: Stan Pearce, 
a Militant miner



the Socialist    20-26 March 2014 11join the socialists - www.socialistparty.org.uk Feature

Hannah Sell
Socialist Party deputy general 
secretary 

The question of a referendum 
over Britain’s membership 
of the European Union (EU) 
is problematic for all the 

mainstream capitalist parties. 
In this parliament Tory Prime 

Minister David Cameron has faced 
enormous pressure from the pre-
dominantly ‘euro-sceptic’ Tory back 
benches, fuelled by increased sup-
port for Ukip - a right-wing populist, 
anti-EU party. Ukip are promoted by 
the capitalist owned media as the 
best stick with which to beat the pro-
austerity parties.

Cameron has attempted to defuse 
the issue by ‘promising’ an in-out 
referendum on EU membership in 
2017. Membership of the EU will, 

however, be posed even more acute-
ly for the next government, whatever 
its stripe. 

Opinion polls on membership of 
the EU fluctuate, although over re-
cent years most show a larger num-
ber saying they would vote to leave 
the EU than would vote to stay in. 
All polls have, however, shown over-
whelming support for a referendum 
on the issue taking place.

The Labour leadership had re-
mained silent on this issue up until 
last week, when Miliband declared 
that a Labour-led government 
would only call a referendum if a 
future treaty revision ceded further 
powers to the institutions of the EU, 
indicating that he considered this 
unlikely. 

Why has the Labour leadership 
made this electorally unpopular 
pledge? As it was put in the Fi-
nancial Times, it is designed as “a 
sedative for anxious businessmen” 

which gives “one compelling reason 
to hold fire on Mr Miliband.” (Janan 
Ganesh 15/3/2014). The CBI, rep-
resenting big business, welcomed 
Miliband’s announcement as ‘giving 
businesses certainty’. 

Labour under Miliband – as under 
Blair and Brown before him – is a 
safe party for British capitalism. The 
shadow cabinet has demonstrated 
this again and again. 

As the late Tony Benn aptly put it 
Labour now represents the interests 
of ‘Great Britain PLC’. This means a 
Labour government would continue 
to attack the living standards of the 
majority, the working class.

Meanwhile the passing of the Col-
lins Review - at the behest of the 
Tories and the right-wing capital-
ist media - has destroyed the last 
vestiges of a voice of the organised 
working class within the Labour 
Party.

Nonetheless, in order to stand a 
chance of winning the election, La-
bour has to put forward some poli-
cies that are popular with the major-
ity, such as the promise to freeze fuel 
prices for 20 months. Modest as they 
are (renationalising the energy com-
panies would be far more popular, 
over 70% of people support it) these 
proposals are unpopular with the 
capitalist class, who object to giving 
up even the tiniest bit of their gigan-
tic profits. 

Big business also correctly fears 
that a Labour government would be 
under huge pressure to go further, 
as workers that have suffered years 
of austerity demand that a Labour 
government offers them some relief. 

It is in this context that Miliband 
has set out to show big business that 
Labour is more ‘reliable’ for them 
on Europe than the Tories. Since 
then the pro-EU Tories have tried to 
reassure big business of their own 

party’s reliability on the issue.  
The majority of the British capi-

talists support remaining in the EU 
because it is a market of 500 million 
people which is the UK’s biggest ex-
port market. A majority of the finan-
cial sector, which plays a dominant 
role in the UK economy, also con-
sider membership of the EU helps to 
maintain London’s status as a global 
centre for financial markets. 

Smaller businesses, as 
represented by the Institute of 
Directors - tend to be more anti-
EU, as are one wing of the financial 
capitalists - who dream that leaving 
the EU would deliver them a City 
of London free from even the most 
minimal regulation.  

What attitude should socialists 
take to the issue? We have to sup-
port the democratic right for a refer-
endum to be held which would give 
the working class a chance to op-
pose the bosses’ EU. In Britain, in re-
cent years, it has been the right-wing 
media, Ukip and ultra-right Tory 
backbenchers that have been asso-
ciated with opposition to the EU.

This can give the utterly false im-
pression that opposition to the EU 
is the preserve of the right and is in 
itself reactionary or nationalist. In 
fact both Tony Benn and Bob Crow, 
two prominent socialists who sadly 
died in the last week, campaigned 
against the EU. 

Working class opposition
Bob Crow stood for No2EU-Yes to 
Democracy in the 2009 European 
elections, while Tony Benn appeared 
in the election video. No2EU was an 
election platform offering a working 
class-led internationalist opposition 
to the EU, which is standing again in 
this year’s European elections un-
der the name ‘No2EU-Yes2Workers’ 
Rights’, on both occasions with the 
support of the Socialist Party.  

Karl Marx famously declared 
‘workers of the world unite’ because 
the struggle for socialism is interna-
tional. Workers across Europe - and 
come to that, around the world - 
have more in common with each 
other than with the capitalist class of 
their own countries. 

That has been graphically dem-
onstrated over the last five years, 
as workers in country after country 
- from Greece, to Spain, to Britain - 
have demonstrated and struck over 
the same issue; opposition to brutal 
austerity being meted out by their 
capitalist governments. 

For those in the eurozone, in par-
ticular, their banners have also often 
featured demands against the in-
stitutions of the EU, which are de-
manding ever greater austerity for 

the ‘periphery’ of the eurozone. 
The EU capitalist project is fun-

damentally a series of inter-govern-
mental treaties that act in the inter-
ests of the capitalist classes. Despite 
the fig leaf of a few workers’ rights, 
the EU’s directives and treaties push 
forward the interests of capitalism: 
deregulation, privatisation and the 
‘liberalisation’ of labour markets are 
the norm. 

Defy the directives
The EU is an attempt to overcome the 
limits of developing the productive 
forces within Europe’s nation states 
and to enable the different capitalist 
classes of Europe to compete better 
with other global capitalist powers 
and blocs. But, as the Socialist Party 
has always predicted, capitalism has 
been proven incapable of overcom-
ing the barriers between states and 
the antagonisms between the com-
peting ruling classes. 

Unity from above, in the inter-
ests of the bosses, has not created 
harmony and a genuine coming to-
gether of the peoples of Europe, but 
instead is creating inevitable recoil 
from the EU. 

Workers in each EU country 
should demand that their govern-
ment defy the pro-market, anti-
worker EU directives and rulings. As 
opposed to a capitalist bloc, social-
ists stand in genuine international 
solidarity with workers in Europe 
and across the world to fight for a 
better future.

The crisis in the eurozone is not 
over and will enter a new stage, with 
countries abandoning, or being 
forced out of the eurozone, or even 
a breakdown of the EU itself. The 
Socialist Party campaigns for the 
working class to have its own inde-
pendent position: no to the bosses’ 
EU - for a socialist Europe. 

•	 Exit the EU on the basis of 
socialist policies

•	 Reject EU treaties and 
policies that privatise our 
public services. Yes to the 
NHS as a publicly owned, 
socialised health care 
service free at the point of 
delivery – No to the EU-US 
Trade Agreement. Reverse 
the privatisation of Royal 
Mail – No to EU postal 
services liberalisation

•	 No to public spending cuts 
– whether they come from 
politicians in Brussels or 
Britain

•	 Defend and develop 
sustainable manufactur-
ing,	agriculture	and	fishing	
industries in Britain

•	 Repeal anti-trade union rul-
ings by the European Court 
of Justice (ECJ) and the EU 
rules which undermine col-
lective agreements, work-
ers’ conditions, pensions 
and pay

•	 Blame the bosses and 
bankers for the crisis, not 
immigrants. No to racism 
and fascism. Yes to interna-
tional solidarity of working 
people

•	 No to EU militarisation and 
an EU army

•	 Yes to restoring democratic 
powers to EU member 
states

•	 Replace unequal EU trade 
deals with fair trade that 
benefits	developing	nations

•	 Scrap EU rules designed to 
stop member states from 
implementing independent 
economic policies. Keep 
Britain out the eurozone 
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a 
democratic society run for the needs of all and 
not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, 
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every 
possible improvement for working class people. The 
organised working class has the potential power to 
stop the cuts and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for 
genuine socialism must be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee 
for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist 
international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:
PublIC ServICeS 
 No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and 
benefits. Defend our pensions. 
 No to privatisation and the Private Finance 
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and 
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.
 Fully fund all services and run them under 
accountable, democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and users.

 Free, publicly run, good quality education, available 
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and 
‘Free schools’!
 A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s 
health needs – free at the point of use and under 
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!
 Keep council housing publicly owned. For a 
massive building programme of publicly owned 
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to 
provide good quality homes with low rents. 
WOrk And InCOme
 Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage 
to £8 an hour without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards £10 an hour. For an annual increase in 
the minimum wage linked to average earnings.
 All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual 
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness and holiday 
rights from day one of employment. 
 An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement 
pension, as a step towards a living pension. 
 Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to decent benefits, 
education, training, or a job, without compulsion. 
 Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade 

unions, democratically controlled by their members.  
Full-time union officials to be regularly elected and 
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the 
National Shop Stewards Network. 
 A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 
envIrOnmenT
 Major research and investment into replacing 
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending 
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 
 Public ownership of the energy generating 
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.
 A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.
rIghTS
 Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race, 
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.
 Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For 
the right to protest! End police harassment.
 Defend abortion rights. For a woman’s right to 
choose when and whether to have children.
 For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration 
laws.

neW WOrkerS’ PArTy 
 For a new mass workers’ party drawing together 
workers, young people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns, 
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 
 Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour Party 
now and aid the building of a new workers’ party! 
Support the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition as 
an important step towards this.
SOCIAlISm And InTernATIOnAlISm
 No to imperialist wars and occupations. Withdraw 
the troops immediately from Afghanistan!
 Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to 
take into public ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that dominate the British 
economy, and run them under democratic working 
class control and management. Compensation to 
be paid only on the basis of proven need.
 A democratic socialist plan of production based 
on the interests of the overwhelming majority 
of people, and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.
 No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a 
socialist Europe and a socialist world!

What we stand for

strike
martin Powell-davies
Member of NUT national executive

The strike of National Union of 
Teachers (NUT) members on 
26 March is most definitely on! 
Now every NUT Association 

and every school rep must go all out to 
get the biggest possible turnout for the 
national strike.

We must reverse the damage that 
has been done to teachers’ pay, pen-
sions and working conditions. In doing 
so, we will be defending education too.

Even official DfE figures have con-
firmed that teachers are typically 
working 60 hours a week.  In April, yet 
more will be taken from our salaries to 
pay for a pension that many won’t be 
able to claim in full until they are 68 or 
more. In the summer, schools can start 
to use Gove’s performance-pay legisla-
tion to rob teachers of their annual pay 
progression. 

We can’t let things carry on like this. 

Strike action is essential.
The other teachers’ unions NAS-

UWT and, regrettably, now UCAC in 
Wales, have pulled back from action. 
They justify their inaction by claiming 
that Tory education secretary Michael 
Gove has agreed to ‘serious negotia-
tions’. Regrettably, the only thing that 
Gove is really serious about is attack-
ing teachers and education.

Michael Gove represents a govern-
ment that is determined to cut costs, 
privatise services and encourage a 
precarious weakly-unionised work-
force that will dutifully do the bidding 
of hard-nosed managers until they can 
take no more and resign. He isn’t inter-
ested in the fact that such a regime also 
damages education. 

The Secretary of State has always said 
that he is prepared to talk to teaching 
unions. However, he has also always 
made clear that any talks could only be 
about ‘implementation’ of his policies 
to cut our pay and pensions and to 
deregulate our working conditions. 

Negotiations within Gove’s ‘imple-
mentation’ parameters are unlikely 
to yield more than minor concessions 
- and, even then, it will be the threat 
of ongoing strike action that will be 
largely responsible for any gains that 
are made. 

Shadow education secretary Tris-
tram Hunt has already committed 
Labour to maintaining Gove’s attacks. 
Teaching unions need to recognise 
that we will only win serious gains 
when we show that we are prepared to 
take serious action. 

All of the indications are that the 
strike will be well-supported, just as 
the regional strikes were last year. I 
hope that the strike will also generate 
momentum for further action to be 
called next term, so that 26 March is 
not left as just another isolated ‘protest 
strike’.

There is no room for hesitation. Let’s 
go all out to build the strongest possi-
ble national action.
electmartin1.blogspot.co.uk

solidarity with 
teachers’ 

Defend education
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