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Baby feed death

NHS: 
Private 
Profit 
Kills
The type of feed used in this case is called 

Total Parental Nutrition (TPN) and it 
can be tailored to the specific nutrition-
al needs of the patient who is unable to 

eat food in the normal way. In this specific case 
the feeds were manufactured to feed premature 
babies as yet unable to sustain themselves from 
breast milk alone.

TPN must be completely sterile before 
administration to the patient. In order for 
this to be achieved they are made in a spe-

cial air filtered environment. Many hospitals 
throughout the UK have their own manufac-
turing units and products such as TPN and 
chemotherapy are made by NHS staff work-
ing for the hospital pharmacy manufacturing 
departments.

The feeds linked to the sad death of this baby 
and the ill-health of many more were produced 
by a private company called ITH Pharma which 
has been commissioned to manufacture these 
products for several NHS trusts. Is this another 

example of private sector commissioning in the 
NHS putting lives at risk? 

The NHS in England is being dismantled 
by the Con-Dems with 70% of all NHS con-
tracts being won by private sector bidders. 
This barrage of privatisation actually drains 
money from the NHS and frontline services. 
ITH Pharma is a company on the rise and it is 
reported by the Sunday Times to have made 
£12.1 million worth of sales in 2011-12 from 
NHS services.

The Con-Dems are so blatant in their ideo-
logical approach to privatisation in the NHS 
they have even been considering exempting 
private suppliers to the NHS from paying tax, to 
put them on an ‘equal footing’ and help them 
be more competitive.

ITH Pharma has not shared the specific de-
tails of how a contaminant found its way into 
the feeds of those babies, but we do know that 
the ‘profit motive’ very often leads to compro-
mising safety and health. 
Continued on page 3

● No privatisation, cuts, closures or 
job losses in the NHS. For a publicly 
funded service, free at the point of use, 
to provide for everyone’s health needs

● End big business profiteering from 
the NHS! Scrap the costly Private 
Finance Intitative (PFI) schemes. No to 
private polyclinics and GP consortiums

● Nationalise the pharmaceutical and 
medical supply industries and private 
health providers, with compensation 
only on the basis of proven need. Bring 
them under working class control and 
management

● For mass action to defend the NHS, 
including a 24-hour general strike 

● For a new mass workers’ party to 
fight for the NHS and against cuts and 
privatisation. For socialist policies and 
a planned economy to end poverty, 
bad housing, unemployment, pollution 
and inequality - the biggest killers and 
causes of ill-health

People have rightly been horrified and outraged at the recent tragic death of a 
premature baby in St Thomas’s hospital in London. The baby’s death is believed 
to have been caused by septicaemia contracted via contaminated liquid 
intravenous feed. It is also reported that another 21 babies are being treated 
after contracting the same infection. 
While right-wing newspapers carried front page headlines condemning the “NHS 
drip”, profiteering private companies’ control over medical supplies is the real 
issue here. 
Claire Job, a nurse in Wales, explains the situation. 
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The Tories are claiming the Newark 
byelection as a complete victory. 
Much of the capitalist media has also 
suggested that it marks the start of 

the bursting of the Ukip bubble. Neither claim 
is matched by reality. 

Newark has been a safe Tory seat since 
2001. The Tories put in gigantic efforts to 
try and make sure it remained so on 5 June. 
Cameron visited Newark four times. In the fi-
nal week of the campaign there were over 40 
Tory MPs on the streets of Newark every day.

In addition the government tried to bribe 
the population with a few crumbs - extra flood 
defences and a new railway service. The only 
serious opposition that the Tories faced was 
from Ukip. The Lib Dems continued their 
descent towards oblivion with a pathetic 
sixth place and 2.5% of the vote, losing their 
deposit.

Pathetically Labour let it be known before-
hand, that as it didn’t expect to win Newark 
and the Tories were more likely to defeat 
Ukip, it was ‘soft-pedalling’ in the campaign. 
This shows how Labour is not even trying to 
offer an alternative to workers angry about 
their falling living standards. Labour leaders 
have repeatedly pledged to maintain the To-
ries’ cuts if it forms the next government.

Unpopularity of big three
For further evidence of just how not serious 
Labour actually is about providing a genuine 
opposition to cuts or to Ukip, just look at the 
goings on in Portsmouth council. Labour has 
linked up with Ukip to back the Tories against 
the Lib Dems (see page 11).

Despite the factors in their favour, the To-
ries lost 10,000 votes in Newark and Ukip 
was able to take 25% of the vote. This was 
not a decisive breakthrough for Ukip, but the 
byelection showed again the profound un-
popularity of the three major parties, and the 
potential for the right-wing populists of Ukip 
to take advantage of that.

Ukip’s vote
The main reason for Ukip’s surge is that vot-
ers are using them as a means to punish the 
traditional capitalist parties. In fact, on many 
issues most Ukip voters stand not just to the 
left of Ukip, but to the left of all of the estab-
lishment parties.

One YouGov poll showed 78% of them sup-
port renationalisation of the energy compa-
nies, 73% renationalisation of the railways, 
57% want zero-hour contracts banned and 
the same number want to see the 50p tax 
rate re-introduced. Another poll showed that 
81% of Ukip voters think big business takes 
advantage of ordinary people.

Yet Ukip is a party led by millionaires and 
stockbrokers with policies to the right of the 
Tories. At the time of Thatcher’s death lead-
er Nigel Farage said he was the only politi-
cian “keeping Thatcherism alive”. Ukip’s pol-
icies until a few weeks ago included support 
for ‘a flat rate of taxation’, so that everyone 
from billionaires to workers on the minimum 
wage would have to pay the same amount 
of tax.

Like all populist parties, however, Ukip is 
capable of bending in the wind to try and har-
ness more votes. The flat rate tax has been 

dropped, although the new policy of a top 
rate of 40% is still a 5% tax cut for the rich 
compared to the current government’s policy. 
Farage is also now attempting to distance 
himself from Thatcher’s legacy which he has 
discovered was “divisive”.

Part of the reason Ukip has gained an echo 
is because it plays on the fears workers have 
over increased immigration, falsely trying to 
blame immigrants for the problems workers 
face. It is no surprise that this gains an echo. 
All three major parties - alongside the capi-
talist press - have to one degree or another 
used anti-immigrant propaganda to divert at-
tention from the real reasons workers’ living 
standards have been driven down.

Super-exploitation
At the same time big business has blatantly 
used super-exploited migrant workers as a 
means to maximise their profits. 

As Seumas Milne reported in the Guardian 
(4 June 2014) the two biggest employers in 
Newark - a cake factory called Bakkavor Des-
serts and a Dixon’s owned electrical ware-
house - both employ a majority of workers 
from Eastern Europe. Bakkavor Desserts 
uses EU law in order to pay agency workers 
less than the permanent employees and of-
ten to recruit them directly from abroad with-
out advertising locally.

The same story could be repeated in many 
other towns across Britain. However, the divi-
sive policies of Ukip offer no solution. On the 
contrary, their leaders include greedy bosses 
who have themselves used low paid migrant 
labour as a means to increase their profits. 

Ukip MEP Nathan Gill, for example, runs a 
care home that has employed dozens of East-
ern European and Filipino workers, accom-
modating them in primitive ‘bunkhouses’.

The only way to stop the bosses using mi-
grant workers as a means to lower overall 
wage rates is for the trade union movement 
to launch a major campaign that every work-
er - regardless of their country of origin - re-
ceives the rate for the job.

Campaign
This should be combined with a campaign 
to outlaw all the brutal anti-worker practices 
that have become commonplace in recent 
years – zero-hour contracts, paying agency 
workers less, exploiting migrant workers by 
charging them a fortune for sub-standard 
over-crowded accommodation, and so on. 
The workers’ movement should also fight for 
all jobs to be advertised locally, regardless of 
where else they are publicised.

In 2009 workers at the Lindsey oil refinery 
organised strike action at a time when the 
employers were attempting to use Italian mi-
grant workers to undermine wages and con-
ditions of the whole workforce. They succeed-
ed in winning their demands for the benefit of 
workers from Britain and Italy alike. This is a 
model for what is needed nationwide. Read 
more about Lindsey on www.socialistparty.
org.uk

Alongside an industrial battle there is an 
urgent need to build a mass workers’ party 
ready to fight austerity. This is the only force 
that would be capable of cutting across 
Ukip’s divisive lies. 

Newark byelection: capitalist parties in crisis

Unison conference
No waiting for Labour - fight the job cuts
Glenn Kelly
Socialist Party member in Unison

While low pay and the pay freeze 
are a major issue for public sector 
workers, job cuts are increasingly 
a threat. 450,000 council jobs have 
gone in England alone since 2010, a 
17% cut in the workforce. 

A survey has revealed that 40 
councils alone are planning anoth-
er £700 million of cuts with 18,000 
more jobs to go.

What councils can’t cut or shut, 
they are looking to privatise. A stag-
gering £1.5 billion of services has 
been handed over to the profiteers 
in the last three months. In Bromley, 
where I work, the chief executive 

aims to reduce the 4,000 directly 
employed workers to 300.

Unison members have been fight-
ing for the leadership to act on their 
promise to take action on pay and 
are now being balloted for action. 
There is the potential for much-
needed coordinated action on 10 
July. 

Strategy
Members will also demand to know 
the union’s political and industrial 
strategy to defeat these cuts. But 
the union’s national conference 
has been barred from debating the 
strategy on cuts put forward by my 
branch and others.

Councils sit on £20 billion in re-

serves and they have access to bor-
rowing at cheap rates so we called 
for Unison to demand that “coun-
cils set a one year balanced budget 
using reserves and borrowing to 
guarantee no cuts in jobs and ser-
vices and then for councils to use 
this time to launch a joint campaign 
with the workers and community to 
demand the return of the £7.6 bil-
lion stolen from the councils by the 
Con-Dems”.

Surely Unison members have a 
right to demand it of Labour councils 
- given we hand Labour £3 million a 
year. But this proposal will not only 
not be debated, it couldn’t even be 
printed on the agenda. Why? Because 
according to the Unison leadership 
setting a lawful balanced budget us-
ing reserves and borrowing is “illegal”.

Daylight robbery
The Unison leadership was “partic-
ularly concerned” that we referred 
to money having been “stolen” from 
councils by the Con-Dem govern-
ment! From where I’m sitting, on 
the front line, it’s daylight robbery.

At the moment Unison’s strat-
egy appears to amount to leaving 
branches to fight the avalanche of 
cuts alone. This is a strategy that is 
clearly failing.

In an attempt to address this Brom-
ley branch put up a motion calling on 
the union to lodge a claim for a guar-
antee of no redundancies to the na-
tional local government employers. 

We said, if they refused then we 

would have a national trade dispute 
and could have a national strike 
against cuts. This was ruled out of 
order as it was calling for ‘illegal 
action’! When I then amended the 
position to say we should seek legal 
advice to see if it was possible, even 
this was ruled out.

The reality is the union leadership 
has no strategy to defeat the cuts 
other than to wait for a Labour gov-
ernment. Any hope that a Labour 
government will bail us out is pure 

fantasy and they know it. 
Last week the Labour shadow 

minister for Local Government 
Chris Leslie made clear what’s in 
store for local government if La-
bour wins the next election when he 
openly said that “we won’t be able 
to undo the cuts”. 

That’s because a Labour govern-
ment has pledged to stick to the 
Tory spending cuts that will see the 
job slaughter rise to 1.2 million by 
2018.

Unison Bureaucracy Unmasked: 
The Defend the Four Story

In 2007, four trade unionists from different Unison 
branches were publicly and unjustly accused of rac-
ism. Yet all were committed anti-racists and led well-
run union branches.
All four are well-known members of the Socialist 
Party. But this provides only part of the explanation; 
the bureaucracy was also driven by a desire to make 
the union safe for its full-time machine, and safe for 
the Labour Party.
This book tells the story of the ultimately victorious 
campaign and legal challenge that cleared them of all 
charges, and which exposed the true nature of Unison’s bureaucracy.

Available for £5 (plus p&p) from www.leftbooks.co.uk

Unison members march against cuts October 2012 photo Paul Mattsson
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PFI profit machine
Private Finance Initiative (PFI) 
schemes in the NHS, schools, 
councils, etc, are notorious for be-
ing a gigantic rip-off of the public 
purse. Introduced by the Tories and 
rapidly expanded under Labour, PFI 
schemes are simply a license to 
print money for big business.
In the latest twist to this public 
finance disaster, companies have 
been selling on their original 25+ 
years’ contracts – a practice known 
as “flipping” - after only a few years, 
allowing them to make huge finan-
cial gains. Four such companies 
- Balfour Beatty, Carrillion, Interserve 
and Kier - alone have made profits in 
excess of £300 million from flipping. 
Moreover, many of these contracts 
are being bought up by front compa-
nies based in offshore tax havens. 
So while profits are going offshore 
to avoid corporation tax many health 
trusts are being driven to the wall by 
crippling PFI service charges.
Chair of the Commons Public 
Accounts Committee, Labour MP 
Margaret Hodge, admitted Labour’s 
multi-billion pound ‘error’. “I’m afraid 
we got it wrong. I was a supporter 
at the time but I have completely 
gone off the whole concept. We got 
seduced by PFI”, she said. 

Ukip scoundrel
‘Patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel’. The Samuel Johnson 
adage fits well the behaviour of 
care home provider businessman 
and Wales Ukip MEP Nathan Gill. 
This odious xenophobe while railing 
against immigration is, it seems, 
quite happy to exploit migrant work-
ers to benefit his business. 
Gill is cited as charging workers from 
Poland and the Philippines £50 
a week out of £200-£300 weekly 
wages for “bunkhouse” accommoda-

tion. He lamely defends this rip-off 
saying: “I wish I had that proportion 
of spending money left after paying 
my mortgage”. As an afterthought 
Gill said: “I can see how this could 
look bad”!

Big six rip-off
Toothless energy ‘watchdog’ Ofgem 
has pointed out that the ‘big six’ 
energy suppliers in the UK are 
expected to more than double their 
profits this year to £96 for every 
dual-fuel energy customer as a 
result of falling wholesale prices. 
Industry fat cats are always vocal in 
regurgitating the argument of rising 
wholesale prices to justify ramping 
up customer prices, but they are 
silent when world energy prices 
tumble. The Tories, unsurprisingly, 
as champions of the ‘free market,’ 
have also kept their heads down as 
they kowtow to the big six.
Labour leader Ed Miliband has said 
an incoming Labour government 
would freeze energy prices for 20 
months. Hey Ed, why not reduce 
prices? But that would require public 
ownership of the industry which pro-
big business Labour won’t consider.

Child poverty
As reported in the Socialist last 
week millions of children in Britain 
will be condemned to poverty by 
2020 due to welfare cuts, flatlin-
ing wages and soaring living costs. 
Now the government’s own Child 
Poverty and Social Mobility Commis-
sion admits that targets to reduce 
child poverty by 10% by 2020 are 
“doomed” to failure. 
The Con-Dems’ plan was always 
wishful thinking, based on an ex-
panding economy providing well-paid 
jobs. The commission also pointed 
to the devastating effects of welfare 
cuts on families’ living standards.

Them...

...& Us

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

No it’s not an anti-personnel device from the 
D-Day landings but a row of embedded spikes 
outside a prestigious housing complex in south 

London, apparently 
intended to stop 
homeless people 
sleeping there.
Homelessness in 
cities is on the rise 
as a combination of 
soaring rents, low 
pay welfare cuts, and 
cuts to hostels and 
healthcare facilities 
increase. 

What we 
saw
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World Cup carnival 
cannot hide corruption 
and social injustice

Continued from front page
Competition in the private sector 
is driven by keeping costs down; 
this is achieved through low pay, 
poor conditions for staff and a huge 
temptation to cut corners.

Privatisation does not deliver im-
proved healthcare or an improved 
patient experience as promised by 
the Con-Dems. 

It delivers medicines that are ex-
tortionately expensive, it delivers 
products that are less robustly regu-
lated and it means extra expense for 
the NHS… but have no doubt, it de-

livers large profits to the bosses.
We do not want health to be a 

market place for cut-throat capital-
ists seeking to profit from ill-health. 
The lives of our family, friends and 
those most vulnerable in society 
need to be protected. 

The best protection we can of-
fer is to fight to fully nationalise the 
NHS and all its suppliers – products, 
medicines and equipment. Health 
services should be planned based 
on the needs of everyone. 

But Cameron and Clegg are more 
interested in protecting private 

companies’ interests than in provid-
ing decent healthcare for the major-
ity. And Labour is no different – pri-
vatisation in the NHS ballooned in 
the 13 years of Labour rule. 

Health trade unions must fight 
against the dismantling and priva-
tisation of the NHS, including with 
strike action and linking up with 
other unions. 

Such a campaign would receive 
the support of millions across the 
UK and have the potential to re-
move the weak Con-Dems from 
government.

Baby drip feed scandal: privatisation kills

All the razzmatazz of the finals won’t satisfy the social needs of Brazil’s workers and poor

Tom Baldwin

It is impossible not to notice that the 
World Cup has begun. While it may 
send some people scurrying for the 
TV remote, billions of football fans 
across the globe have been looking 
forward to one of the world’s great-
est sporting tournaments. 

It is estimated that nearly half the 
world’s population will tune in at 
some point to watch the best play-
ers clash in Brazil. Sadly though, the 
World Cup has revealed once again 
how corruption and profiteering 
have tainted the beautiful game.

Football is not just a passion for 
millions, it’s big business. It is ex-
pected that $1 billion will be bet on 
every match at the World Cup. With 
the drive for profit, corruption fol-
lows close behind and the interests 
of fans and workers fall by the way-
side. 

Emails uncovered by the Sunday 
Times add weight to widespread 
allegations of corruption in Qa-
tar’s successful bid to host the 2022 
World Cup. Mohammed Bin Ham-
mam is a former vice-president 
of Fifa, football’s world governing 
body, but was forced to step down 
over separate corruption claims. 
Qatar denies Bin Hammam had an-
ything to do with the bid but recent 
emails appear to show he spent £3 
million bribing other officials to win 

their backing. There is now grow-
ing pressure for the process to be 
re-run, with several big corporate 
sponsors voicing concerns.

Many fans questioned the deci-
sion to hold the tournament in Qa-
tar where heat could force it to be 
played in December, not June. But 
the effect of heat is not only a con-
cern for the footballers. Migrant 
workers building infrastructure in 
conditions of virtual slavery were 
dying at a rate of one a day last sum-
mer. Qatar is an autocratic mon-
archy with an appalling record on 
workers’ rights.

Whose interests?
None of these problems are unique 
to Qatar. Brazil is famously football-
mad but the World Cup has been 
the focus of enormous opposition 
movements as the rights of ordinary 
people have been steamrollered in 
the interests of big-business devel-
opers and sponsors. 

Billions of dollars have been spent 
on new stadiums, workers have 
been forced out and property prices 
and rents have skyrocketed. 

In response to this, the Homeless 
Workers Movement (MTST) has led 
huge demonstrations. 4,000 families 
are occupying land close to a stadi-
um in Sao Paulo, referring to their 
actions as ‘the People’s Cup’ and 
demanding that housing be built. 

The Socialist Party’s sister or-
ganisation in Brazil, LSR, is playing 
a leading role in developing this 
struggle along with the teachers’ 
strike in Rio de Janeiro. 

Public transport is another big 
issue there. Last year a mass move-
ment successfully pushed back 
proposed fare hikes but the govern-
ment’s neoliberal programme of 
privatisations has continued. Metro 
workers in Sao Paulo have taken 
strike action (currently suspended, 
pending negotiations) over pay, 
despite police repression including 
the use of tear gas. 

Many fans will see the excitement 
of the World Cup as a bit of escapism 
from their day-to-day problems. But 
like every aspect of workers’ lives 
under capitalism, football is also 
damaged by the continual drive for 
profit. It used to be seen as a work-
ing class sport but now many ordi-
nary fans are priced out while bil-
lionaire owners treat clubs as their 
plaything. Wherever sport becomes 
big business, corruption has reared 
its ugly head from athletics to rugby. 

Football and all sports should be 
run by and for the fans, not by unac-
countable bodies like Fifa acting in 
the interests of big business.

A future issue of the Socialist will 
carry feature material on Brazil, 
the World Cup and the class 
struggle
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In brief

Sun don’t shine
The Sun newspaper continues to 
attract deserved opprobrium from 
those affected by the 1989 Hills-
borough stadium disaster when 96 
Liverpool FC fans died. Along with 
the establishment at the time who 
smeared Liverpool supporters for 
the disaster, the Sun falsely ac-
cused fans of robbing dead victims 
and other lies, and consequently 
was subject to a lengthy boycott on 
Merseyside. 
This week postal workers in outer 
Merseyside districts have refused 
to deliver free promotional copies 
of the Sun to coincide with the 
football World Cup finals, while 
thousands have signed an online 
petition calling for a nationwide 
boycott.

Defend Paul Langley
Birmingham’s Labour council has 
been embarrassed by growing 
street piles of garden refuse 
following its withdrawal of free 
collections.
But it decided to start clearing the 
refuse in the week running up to 
the local elections. Such was the 
volume that bin crews were offered 
weekend overtime to clear it by 
election day!
GMB rep Paul Langley spilt the 
beans to the local paper and has 
now been suspended.
Birmingham’s Labour council’s 
contemptuous action shows the 
depths it’ll sink to in order to 
minimise resistance to the cuts it 
enthusiastically supports.
Clive Walder

Occupational Therapists
As we go to press, occupational 
therapists at Greenwich council 
are due to strike for 48 hours from 
11 June. 
The Unite members, striking over 
bullying, harassment and the 
suspension of a worker, also took 
action on 21 May. They voted by 
100% for strike action. 
On 11 June the therapists will also 
protest at Greenwich council’s an-
nual general meeting. 

● See www.socialistparty.org.
uk for more workplace reports

A Unite housing workers’ branch 
officer

Between 6 and 9 June, commuters 
on Camden’s Chalk Farm Road were 
treated to the familiar sight of union 
members with Unite flags and plac-
ards outside One Housing Group 
(OHG) headquarters. This time 
round, members were protesting 
about the suspension and discipli-
nary action against lead convenor 
Bryan Kennedy.

Bryan was allegedly suspended 
over performance issues, although 
none of the allegations warrant his 
removal from the workplace. Bry-
an’s treatment is also far harsher 
than that of others accused of un-
derperformance within OHG.

Unite housing workers’ branch 
and Unite members at OHG believe 
the suspension is motivated solely 
by management’s growing fear of the 
union, and desire to prevent Bryan’s 

highly effective union organising. 
On previous occasions, strike ac-

tion was a response to frontline staff 
pay cuts of around £8,000 per year, 
and other attacks on terms and con-
ditions.

Unite members led by Bryan and 
a team of reps, successfully forced 
the employer into a retreat on sev-
eral key proposals.

One Housing, one setting
Yet it appears OHG has one setting: 
attack. This is perhaps not surpris-
ing from an organisation that con-
siders nothing wrong with slashing 
the wages of frontline staff, or ille-
gally refusing to pay the minimum 
wage to essential overnight care 
despite a recent law change which 
requires it to do so.

OHG amassed surpluses of £36 
million in 2013 (up from £13 million 
in 2012), and has given CEO Mick 
Sweeney a pay increase of £31,000 

then publicly denied doing so.
The OHG leadership’s behaviour 

is maverick and divorced from re-
ality. They have become indifferent 
to their staff, and by extension their 
tenants and service users.

It is a brutal commercialisation 
of an organisation that was estab-
lished to assist the homeless and 
vulnerable; a social purpose that 
many dedicated, hard-working, but 
increasingly overworked, under-
paid, and ill-treated staff still sup-
port, despite the naked corporate 
greed of their most senior manage-
ment team. 

The Unite housing workers’ 
branch is dedicated to supporting 
the ‘I’m Bryan’ campaign, so named 
because an injury to Bryan is an in-
jury to all reps. We will continue to 
exploit all our industrial, organising, 
political and campaigning strength 
to ensure that OHG gets no peace 
until it treats all its staff with the dig-
nity and respect they deserve.

“I’m Bryan”: 
Housing workers strike against rep suspension

Alistair Tice

The inspiring Doncaster Care UK 
workers, having taken 34 days of 
strike action against pay cuts and 
NHS privatisation, voted at the 
end of their last strike on 18 May 
to take another 14 days of action 
in June.

But now into their fourth month 
of industrial action, under the anti-
trade union laws, their legal immu-
nity from dismissal expired after 12 
weeks.

Given the “un-caring” nature of 
their employers, workers were wor-
ried that they could all be sacked 
without any legal redress.

So the 80-odd strikers, who re-
main absolutely solid, are re-ballot-
ing to declare a new trade dispute 
against the dismissal notices they 

have been sent for refusing to sign 
up to the new contracts. 

In the words of their strike song: 
“Care UK, you’re a farce. Stick your 
contracts, up your arse!”

Strike committee members con-
tinue to speak all over the country 
with donations still pouring in, but 
understandably the workers are 
frustrated at having to jump through 
hoops to continue the dispute.

Half a dozen strikers will attend 
the Unison national conference, 
where they will welcome the un-
ion’s continued support but press 
for the union to lead a national cam-
paign against Care UK with protests, 
demonstrations and a unionisation 
drive.

This way, a famous victory can be 
won that will start to turn the tide 
against the race to the bottom and 
the privatisation of the NHS.

“All that’s on the table now is the 
original offer that [Tory fire 

minister] Brandon Lewis came out 
with when the changes to pensions 
were first proposed. He plans now 
to impose those changes in 2015 
with no further negotiations. So this 
24-hour strike is a step in the right 
direction as far as I’m concerned. 

Pension contributions have al-
ready gone up, a staged progression 
of contribution rises over the past 
18 months. And they’ll continue to 
go up.

On top of that, the pension age 
has been raised to 60 from 55. The 
pension that you’re going to get will 
be less. In simple terms we’ll be put-
ting more in, getting less out and 
having to work longer to get it. 

Every strike up to now has been 
absolutely solid among the mem-

bership. I think there’s quite a big 
appetite for a fight in our brigade.

When you speak to people about 
the strike the support’s been really 
good. They look at it in simple terms 
– you can’t expect a fireman to work 
until they’re 60 and they’re right.

There’s also a massive cuts agen-
da going on in our brigade as well. 
A victory on pensions would get 
the confidence up, get on the front 
foot again and start to change things 
round. 

It’ll be good for unions to link in-
dustrial action up more with other 
unions who are facing attacks as 
well – like on 10 July.

We’re having a demo on 12 June, 
the day we’re out on strike, in Pic-
cadilly Gardens in Manchester, with 
speakers from the FBU and other 
unions, starting at 12.30pm.”

Care UK workers continue dispute

Firefighters to walk 
out for 24-hours
The FBU union plans a 24-hour strike across England and 
Wales to protect firefighters’ pensions, following 12 shorter 
strikes since September 2013.
The strike is planned for Thursday 12 June, to be followed 
by a walkout from 10am-5pm on Saturday 21 June. There is 
also a voluntary overtime ban between the two strikes, and 
strikers will refuse to train strikebreakers.
Salford FBU fire station rep Paul Davies spoke to the Socialist:

3 Cosas job losses strike

University of London workers start-
ed five days of strike action on 6 
June, with action continuing from 
9 June, against 80-plus job losses at 
the Garden Halls of residence near 
King’s Cross.

The Independent Workers’ Union 
of Great Britain (IWGB) members 
voted 100% for action. They work for 
cleaning, portering, security, and 
maintenance company Cofely, and 
catering firm Aramark. 

Many of the workers threatened 
with redundancy were prominent 
in the 3 Cosas campaign, which won 

improved sick pay and holiday pay 
after a November 2013 strike.

National Shop Stewards Network supporters travelled to Tilbury Docks in 
Essex to support an eleven-day strike by Unite members against employer 
SCA Logistics imposing zero-hour contracts. The strike started on 5 June.
photo NSSN

photo Paul Mattsson

EDF workers are due to take a third 
day of strike action on Monday 16 
June, unless Acas talks bring an 
agreement. 
The strike, which is over pay, will 
mean delays in fixing and installing 
meters. Revenue protection will 
also be hit.
See future issues of the Socialist 
and socialistparty.org.uk for more.

photo Tom Baldwin
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Jane Nellist
Coventry NUT and National 
Executive Member (personal 
capacity)

For the last two months, 
news headlines have been 
dominated by the so-called 
‘Trojan Horse’ story relating 

to schools in Birmingham. It started 
with accusations in an anonymous 
letter, widely now thought to be a 
fake, that a number of schools were 
being targeted by Muslim extremists 
for takeover.

This has ignited a massive row 
within the Tory ranks between two 
leadership contenders, Michael 
Gove and Theresa May. Thousands 
of column inches are being dedi-
cated to this absolute mess. How-
ever, the school debacle is a direct 
result of the increased deregulation 
and breaking up of our state educa-
tion through Academies and Free 
Schools - started by Labour, but ac-
celerated under the Con-Dems.

At the heart of this debate are 
young people and their families who 
are looking towards education as a 
key to improving their life chances. 
The story has peaked at a time when 
thousands of young people are tak-
ing exams and has undoubtedly left 
young people and parents worried 
about their choice of schools.

Academies
There has been much anti-Muslim 
bias surrounding the allegations 
made in Birmingham. But the case 
also contains a warning of the inevi-
table way the Free School and Acad-
emy model can be used by groups 
and individuals to unfairly promote 
and disseminate, in a one-sided 
way, religious ideas in schools.

Michael Gove has long-held views 
of the supposed threat to Britain 
from an Islamist route and how to 
address it. In his terms, he favoured 
“draining the swamp” rather than 
his characterisation of May’s ap-
proach of fighting off the crocodiles 
one by one!

But Gove has encouraged reli-
gious groups to run Academies. The 
BBC reports him saying that the 
‘freedoms’ that come with acad-
emy status would mean a religious 
school “can place itself permanently 
out of range of any such unsympa-
thetic meddling” of the “moral and 
cultural relativism” imposed by 
some local authority educational-
ists.

Ofsted
Provocatively Gove sent Ofsted in-
spectors into 21 schools in Birming-
ham. Five of the schools have been 
graded ‘inadequate’ and placed 
in special measures, three of them 
run by the Park View Educational 
Trust. Others may follow - including 
schools which only a few months 
ago had been rated as ‘outstanding’ 
by the same inspection process.

The deployment of Ofsted, sup-
posedly an independent body, has 
been used by Gove as a political 

sledgehammer.
Alongside these measures, Bir-

mingham Local Authority set up 
an investigation headed by pro-big 
business politicians and various 
groups, including the Bishop of Bir-
mingham. Given the sensitivities 
about religion in this debate, you 
have to ask yourself - was this a wise 
choice?

This whole debate is very com-
plex and fraught with overreaction 
and contradictions. A minority of 
the large Muslim community in Bir-
mingham is accused in the letter of 
seeking to ‘take over schools’ and 
turn them into Islamic schools with 
the introduction of more conserva-
tive religious practices.

It is alleged that these practices 
include segregation of girls and 
boys, strong encouragement of girls 
to wear a scarf to cover their hair, 
along with Islamic religious worship 
and a denial of sex and relationships 
education. A section of the Islamic 
community is also being accused 
of targeting head-teachers, senior 
leaders and governors with the aim 
of replacing them. 

Gove’s DfE
But let’s just ask a question: which 
organisation has sacked the most 
head-teachers and governors and 
has been instrumental in setting 
up more faith-based Free Schools, 
including Muslim schools? Yes, the 
Department for Education, headed 
by Michael Gove!

In Coventry there are two new 
Free Schools opening this year - a 
Sikh Free School and the Muslim 
Leadership School for Girls. The 
city’s first Academy conversion, 
Grace Academy, was created as a 
result of the closure of a compre-
hensive school and replaced by one 
that is founded on ‘Christian values 
and standards’, and is sponsored by 
committed Christian, Lord Robert 
Edmiston. Edmiston vehemently 
opposed the legalisation of gay mar-
riage and recently the school was 
forced to review its policy on sex 
education because it did not teach 
about homosexuality.

Those of us who have been fight-
ing the Academies and Free Schools 
programme from the very beginning 
warned what would happen if gov-
ernments started to allow schools to 

be run by unaccountable groups of 
people (see right).

The problem is that even if the 
‘Trojan Horse’ crisis in Birmingham 
is based on a false premise, capitalist 
politicians are going to exploit it for 
their own ends which inevitably will 
not be in the interests of the working 
class and all those many thousands 
of families who are seeking a good 
education for their children.

We need to step up the fight 
against these attacks on our edu-
cation system. The publication by 
the Department for Education of 
‘model documents to help church 
schools converting to Academies’ 
on 9 June show the government’s 
intention to continue the privatisa-
tion of education.

Cuts
The cuts have also made the situa-
tion much worse - as a Birmingham 
councillor acknowledges: “We saved 
the children’s social care budget last 
year but had to slash the education 
budget to do it. We don’t have sup-
port staff for schools any longer and 
governors’ support is abysmal.”

But Labour started off these at-
tacks with the introduction of Acad-
emies. Tristram Hunt, shadow edu-
cation minister, is unambiguous in 
stating that Labour has no intention 
of adopting policies to re-establish 
strong, democratic, accountable 
Education Authorities locally.

More than half of all secondary 
schools are no longer under the 
control of a Local Education Au-
thority and an increasing number 
of primary schools are becoming 
academies. The Guardian reports 
in passing that the Tories hope 
they can use this debacle to remove 
all 400 schools from Birmingham 
council control.

We need to ensure that all local 
communities feel that they have a 
stake in education and that their 
religion and culture is taken into 
account in the schools where their 
children attend. We need to also 
ensure that all our young people 
are given the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to keep them safe, 
tolerant of other communities and 
groups of people, whatever colour, 
sexual orientation,  gender and re-
gardless of religion including no 
religion.

Martin Powell-Davies 

Ofsted chief Sir Michael Wilshaw’s 
claim that inspectors have un-
covered “a culture of fear and in-
timidation” in some Birmingham 
schools is breath-taking in its hy-
pocrisy. Schools right across Eng-
land operate under exactly that 
kind of culture - but through fear 
of an Ofsted regime that is used as 
a political tool to force schools into 
becoming Academies.

The heavy-handed response to 
the supposed ‘Trojan Horse’ will 
only have increased that fear. Now 
David Cameron is threatening ‘no-
notice’ inspections which will fur-

ther ratchet up the already intoler-
able pressures on staff. 

If politicians are serious about 
improving morale - and about 
encouraging local accountability - 
then they should bring academies 
back into democratic local control 
and support the demand raised in 
my general secretary campaign - 
to abolish Ofsted.
Martin is standing for general 
secretary of the National Union 
of Teachers on a programme 
of defence of comprehensive 
education, of teachers’ rights 
and against all of Gove and the 
Con-Dems’ attacks on education. 
See electmartin1.blogspot.co.uk 
for more on the campaign.

Here we reprint a short 
extract from a 2006 article 
by Martin Powell-Davies 
(pictured, inset) in which 
he warns of the dangers 
posed by New Labour’s 
faith schools policy, which 
the Con-Dems have built 
on. Read the full article on: 
www.socialistparty.org.uk

In opposing privatisation and se-
lection, teachers and trade union-
ists also have to tackle the broader 
question of whether faith schools 
should have any place in our 
school system at all.

The teachers’ unions 
need to win the 
argument in local 
communities, 
including faith 
communities, 
against 
Church 
schools 
having a 
separate status 
to commu-
nity schools. Our 
policy should be 
to encourage all faith 
schools to become fully 
integrated in the state sector.

That doesn’t mean that social-
ists and trade unionists shouldn’t 
carefully explain why they sup-
port secular education, while also 
defending the right of every indi-
vidual to practise their religion. 
This should include supporting 
the granting of special leave for re-
ligious festivals, not just Christian 
ones. It also means defending the 
right of Muslim girls to choose - or 
to choose not - to wear a head-
scarf.

Cirriculum
However, we must oppose religious 
views being used as an excuse to 
prevent young people from gaining 
access to a thorough health and sex 
education or to allow discriminato-
ry or scientifically false ideas such 
as ‘intelligent design’ to find their 
way into the curriculum.

The correct approach is for the  
teachers’ unions to clearly state 
policies that should apply univer-
sally - for inclusive, well-resourced, 
non-discriminatory, genuinely 
comprehensive schools teaching 
a range of religious and non-reli-
gious views as part of a wider hu-
manities curriculum that encour-
ages solidarity across the globe.

Community schools
By uniting support behind these 
aims, the union can strengthen its 
campaign against the imposition 
of business and religious spon-
sors and help encourage existing 

faith schools to become 
fully integrated within 

local authorities 
as community 

schools. 
The trade 

union move-
ment has 

to strongly 
warn 

against the 
dangers of 

faith schools 
segregating and 

dividing working 
class communities 

whereas multi-faith, 
comprehensive education, 

while it cannot alone overcome 
all the problems of society outside 
the school gates, enables youth to 
accept and recognise differences 
of faith and race, fostering a unity 
that will be built on in the wider 
community outside the school 
gates.

Division
This is particularly important 
at a time when, in the absence 
of a clear socialist alternative, 
poverty, wars and oppression 
have created the conditions for the 
growth of more fundamentalist 
interpretations of Christianity, 
Islam and other faiths. 

Unchallenged, these ideas 
could contribute to increasing re-
ligious and ethnic tensions that 
can dangerously divide workers 
and youth.

Birmingham schools
‘Trojan Horse’: who is attacking education?

Michael Gove and Theresa May
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Thousands have been arrested 
and thrown into jail. Thou-
sands more have gone into 
hiding. Students’ and workers’ 

leaders have been rounded up, includ-
ing the founders of the autonomous 
trade union organisation.

Telephone hotlines have been set up 
for informers. Every day prisoners are 
paraded on the television, chained and 
obviously beaten, to create an atmos-
phere of fear and despair.

In true bureaucratic style, Deng 
Xiaoping, Li Peng, and their hench-
men are denouncing their opponents 
as ‘counter-revolutionaries’. Strange 
counter-revolutionaries who sang the 
Internationale as the tanks tore into 
them on Tiananmen Square!

The hardliners are reviving the 
Stalinist language of the so-called 
Cultural Revolution, during which 
Deng himself was denounced as a 
counter-revolutionary and purged by 
the Maoist faction.

According to the old guard, the 
movement against them was a plot led 
by “a very small number of political 
hooligans and evil-doers”.

As in the Cultural Revolution, the 
leaders also point to the ‘black hand’ 
of American imperialism, and are at-
tempting to whip up xenophobia, ha-
tred of foreigners, to bolster up their re-
gime. Yet day after day, the ‘small group 
of hooligans’ numbered hundreds of 
thousands on Tiananmen Square.

Such a mighty wave of opposition 
can arise only from deep social roots.

It was triggered off by the bold action 
of the students. But the movement, 
which drew in wide sections of the 
workers and other strata, was stimulat-
ed by accelerating inflation and unem-
ployment, growing inequality between 
a prosperous elite and the majority of 
workers and peasants and rampant 
corruption among managers and party 
bosses.

The protest expressed a profound 
hatred of the bureaucracy. The bloody 
repression of 4 June evoked no cel-
ebrations from a populace saved from 
‘counter-revolution’. On the contrary, 
the massacre provoked mass protest 
and clashes throughout China.

For a whole week, 15 major cities 
were convulsed by mass demonstra-
tions, a blockade of roads and railways, 
extensive strikes and clashes with the 
police and army, with the virtual pa-
ralysis of the main industrial centres.

Step by step the regime has clamped 

down. Yet in Shanghai, the country’s 
biggest industrial centre where there 
has been an extraordinary movement 
of the students and workers, the mayor 
has so far been very cautious in carry-
ing out repression, though he does not 
rule out more drastic measures as the 
movement ebbs. 

The hardliners are now firmly back 
in the saddle. They are trampling on 
the mass movement with steel stud-
ded boots. This is their revenge against 
a movement which shook the bureau-
cracy to its rotten core. 

From the start, the bureaucracy was 
split. The commanders of the 38th 
Army based in Beijing refused to move 
against the students and workers. For 
two weeks, behind closed doors, Deng, 
Li and the old guard fought a bitter 
struggle for control of the key levers of 
the state apparatus and the army. They 
were suspended in mid-air, powerless 
to enforce their rule.

The students’ call for democracy and 
an end to bureaucracy and corruption 
drew out hundreds of thousands of 
workers onto the streets. Even sections 
of the bureaucracy and members of 
the [‘communist’] party were affected. 
When the army first moved against 
them, the human barricades frater-
nised with the soldiers and the army 
cracked, with many soldiers throwing 
off their uniforms and some handing 
over their weapons. 

Had the students and workers organ-
ised committees of workers, soldiers 
and students and peasants... for the 
overthrow of the bureaucracy and the 
introduction of workers’ democracy, 
the army could have been split from 
top to bottom.

Decisive sections could have been 
won over to the workers. All the con-
ditions were there, apart from a clear 
Marxist programme, for the overthrow 
of the bureaucracy. 

But as in all revolutionary situations, 
the movement reached the point of 
either/or - either the overthrow of the 
bureaucracy, with power being taken 
into the hands of the workers, or a 
bloody counter-revolution, with the 
bureaucracy re-establishing its rule by 
naked repression. 

Without the decisive winning over of 
the troops, most of the military com-
manders, faced with a challenge to the 
rule of the bureaucracy, fell in line with 
the hardliners...

The hardliners are now tightening 
their grip on the regime and over soci-

ety. The head of the security apparatus, 
Qiao Shi, appears to be a key figure in 
the new leadership. 

Deng, once hailed as the great 
reformer, has abandoned reforms and 
his reformist allies like Zhao Ziyang 
who has disappeared. Zhao and the 
reformist wing of the bureaucracy may 
well have favoured further economic 
liberalisation and a relaxation of 
political control within the party and 
the state. But their position was fatally 
undermined by the economic chaos 
which resulted from their reform 
policies. 

More repression 
Significantly, Deng’s first appearance 
on television was with the generals, 
“the iron great wall of the state”, grate-
fully thanking them for their success in 
suppressing the ‘counter-revolution’.

But by the same token, the generals 
have been brought nearer to the cen-
tre of power. The military bureaucrats 
will want their say in running the state. 
The factions within the military will be 
embroiled in new struggles within the 
leadership which will inevitably break 
out again in the future... Their only pol-
icy now is repression, repression and 
more repression.

But the economy is in crisis, in spite 
of the rapid growth of the recent pe-
riod. The reforms, which opened the 
door to foreign firms and let loose an 
element of private enterprise in the 
countryside, have produced inflation 
of over 35%, shortages of basic food 
products and mass unemployment...

Although Deng is still saying the re-
form policy will continue, in reality 
there will be a period of re-centrali-
sation. There will be re-centralisation 
and curbs on private enterprise, in a 
desperate effort to control inflation 
and bring down unemployment. 

But this in turn will produce new 
problems. Under modern conditions 
the industrial sector cannot develop in 
isolation, without the import of tech-
nology and specialised products from 
the world market. Curbs on foreign in-
vestment, moreover, would undermine 
the development that has taken place 
recently, especially in the industrial 
centres on the East coast...

But the inevitable contradictions will 
sooner or later produce another zig-
zag, when the bureaucracy, with new 
leaders coming to the fore, will lurch 
back in the other direction...

On 3 to 4 June 1989, Deng Xiaoping and other aged leaders of China’s so-called ‘communist’ party, 
ordered 200,000 troops to crush a two-month long movement of workers and students against 
bureaucratic rule and for workers’ democracy. At least 1,000 people were killed in central Beijing and 
40,000 arrested in the following weeks. 
We reprint an extract from the Militant editorial (forerunner of the Socialist) written at the time, 
followed by an eyewitness account of the fatal counter-revolution. There is also an introduction from a 
longer article from chinaworker.info (see opposite page) on prospects for change in China today.

Workers and students 
put up heroic resistance

Tiananmen Square 1989: Counter-revolution 
crushes China’s democracy movement

Vincent Kolo 
chinaworker.info

On 4 June this year, 180,000 people 
filled Hong Kong’s Victoria Park for 
the city’s annual commemoration 
of the 1989 events. Less than one 
hour’s train ride away, however, in 
mainland China, no protests will be 
tolerated and all mention of the 1989 
movement has been erased from the 
media and internet. 

As Chen Mo explained in our book, 
Seven Weeks That Shook the World 
(chinaworker.info 2009): “It is almost 
as if ‘89’, ‘June 4th’ and the ‘Tianan-
men Incident’ never happened, and 
the subsequent generations have 
unfortunately been given amnesia-
at-birth.” 

Xi Jinping, the current ‘strong man’ 
heading China’s misnamed ‘commu-
nist’ party (CPP), has made it clear 
that there will be no political relaxa-
tion or ‘democratic reform’ on his 
watch, but rather a fortification of 
one-party rule. 

At the same time, pro-capitalist 
policies (the early effects of which 
were an important trigger for the 
1989 protests) will continue and ac-
celerate to give the market a ‘decisive 
role’. 

Crackdown 
In recent weeks there has been a 
further crackdown on prominent 
dissidents in China as the regime 
pre-emptively exorcises the ghosts of 
the 1989 movement. 

Since the 4 June massacre, China’s 
economic growth achieved ‘miracle’ 
status and, despite its current slow-
down, is widely tipped to overtake 
the US as the world’s biggest econo-
my before the end of the decade. 

The CCP’s model of ‘state capitalist’ 
development has created more dollar 
billionaires than anywhere outside 
the US, most of whom hold strong 
connections to the dictatorship and 
even sit in its auxiliary organs. 

In the months and years 
immediately after the Beijing 
massacre, many Chinese dissidents 
and democracy activists believed 
the regime was doomed to imminent 
collapse, like the USSR and other 
Stalinist one-party states. 

When this did not transpire the 
advocates of ‘bourgeois democracy’ 
in China began to adapt politically 
to the CCP, seeing ‘compromise’ and 
‘gradual change’ as the only realistic 
strategy and regarding revolution as 
dangerous, a threat to capitalist inter-
ests and ‘stability’. This also describes 
the flawed approach of Hong Kong’s 
pro-democracy leaders. 

In so doing, these layers have 
moved further and further away 
from the actual tradition of struggle 

established by the 1989 movement, 
which as we socialists explain, 
posed a revolutionary threat to 
the dictatorship, albeit without 
the crucial ingredient of a clear 
programme and leadership. 

In the intervening years the capi-
talists internationally have also 
rushed to do business with the Chi-
nese dictatorship (despite brief and 
token sanctions imposed after the 
massacre) as it opened up to mass-
scale sweatshop production on a 
scale never before seen in history. 

The CCP cashed in on the 
accelerated globalisation wave of the 
1990s and 2000s, placing itself at the 
centre of the worldwide ‘race to the 
bottom’ in terms of wages, pensions, 
social insurance and environmental 
standards. 

This was accompanied by meas-
ures to separate and break-up the old 
planning model, while strategic com-
panies remained under state control. 
World capitalism has rewarded these 
policies with over US$1 trillion in for-
eign direct investment over the past 
quarter century. 

Rather than weaken the repressive 
hold of the dictatorship, however, the 
opposite process has emerged from 
these capitalist policies. The Chinese 
state’s internal security bill is now of 
a similar size to Vietnam’s GDP. The 
country has nearly 30 million secu-
rity cameras and two million internet 
police. 

However, Xi Jinping recently an-
nounced that slower GDP growth was 
the “new normal” – raising concerns 
that even the official 7.5% growth tar-
get may be missed. 

And a growing number of com-
mentators believe the CCP regime is 
unlikely to survive another 25 years. 
The increase in state repression and 

surveillance, while mass protests are 
also on the rise, is a recipe for explo-
sive social movements in the coming 
years. 

At the same time, the sharpening 
of international tensions and deep-
ening military antagonisms in East 
Asia can produce new threats to the 
CCP’s grip on power. 

It is not sufficient, however, to 
wish for or predict the demise of the 
CCP dictatorship; we must build a 
mass socialist alternative that can 

influence and solidify coming mass 
struggles for democracy and against 
capitalism. 

This is what the CWI in China, also 
organised in Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
is attempting to do today. 

lAn analysis of the build-up and 
bloody crushing of the movement is 
contained in our book, Seven Weeks 
that Shook the World, published 
by chinaworker.info, (96 pages,) 
available from Socialist Books.

SocialismToday
The Socialist Party’s magazine 
November 2012 issue includes:

 Tiananmen 1989 - Seven Weeks 
that Shook the World  
compiled by chinaworker.info
(Includes Eyewitness in China, The 
events in Tiananmen Square May-
June 1989, by Steve Jolly)
£4.50

 China - Sweatshop of the World 
The Coming Revolt,  
by Vincent Kolo and Chen Lizni
£5.00 

For background historical material on 
the 1925-27 revolution see:
 Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution by Leon Trotsky, 354 
pages £5.95
 Leon Trotsky on China introduction 
by Peng Shu-tse, 874 pages £26.00

Please Add 10% postage and packing. 
Order from: Socialist Books, PO Box 
24697. London E11 1YD 
020 8988 8789 
Fax: 020 8988 8787 
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk
www.socialistparty.org.uk/books

“I expressed solidarity from work-
ers and students in Britain... to 

the movement in China and how they 
had captured the imagination of the 
workers and students and peasants 
internationally.

“I said: ‘You are being called coun-
ter-revolutionary and pro-capitalist. 
But any government that calls itself 
communist, arrests union leaders 
and stands against democratic rights 
is not a real communist government 
- you are the real communists, you 
are the ones who hold the banner of 
revolution, not this government.’”

Later Steve recounts the mo-
ments when Deng Xiaoping’s regime 
launched its counter-revolution.

“During the course of the day [3 
June] 3,000 troops moved to one 
of the buildings next to Tiananmen 
Square... 

“Workers and students were so 
confident that they could persuade 
the 27th army not to move against 
them. But at midnight it all started. 

ON THE eve of the 
3-4 June 1989 bloody 
massacre in Tiananmen 
Square, Steve Jolly,  
a witness and 
participant in the 
April-June events in 
China (who was then 
visiting from Britain and 
who is now a Socialist 
Party councillor in 
Melbourne, Australia), 
was invited to address 
the formation of the 
Beijing autonomous 
trade union.
Because of the previous 
arrests of a number of 
worker activists, the 
meeting was switched 
to Tiananmen Square 
and Steve ended up 
speaking to a meeting 
of 500,000 people! 

They came first with tear gas fol-
lowed by troops with electric batons. 
After that it was troops on foot, then 
tanks and army personnel carriers.

“Students lit up the barricades 
all over the city and they had street 
battles. But because they hadn’t 
armed themselves and had refused 
on previous occasions to take arms 
from soldiers who had offered them, 
they suffered the consequences.” 
(from Militant 16/6/89)

China’s dictatorship haunted by the 
prospect of a new mass revolt

Eyewitness to massacre

Eyewitness in China, The events in 
Tiananmen Square May-June 1989, 
by Steve Jolly, is incorporated into 
Tiananmen 1989 - Seven Weeks 
that Shook the World compiled by 
chinaworker.info (see book advert)

Demonstrators disable a tank sent by the Chinese ‘communist’ leadership to crush the protests
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EURO POLLS 
WARNING

Now is the time to join the Socialists!

When I joined the civil service some 
years ago, staff from a higher educa-
tion background such as I were 
respected professionals with career 
prospects. We took pride in our 
work. However, all has now changed.
We now work under the dark clouds 
of cuts, job insecurity, inadequate 
resources, performance targets, 
excessive workloads and an unjust, 
rigged performance management 
system (which now includes forced 
rankings). In summary, a race to the 
bottom.
I thought I was alone, but realised 
many workers faced similar circum-
stances. Increasingly frustrated, I 
felt I had to take a stand. I’d also 
become aware that none of the 
mainstream parties represented or-
dinary working people; it was under 

the Blair-Brown Government that 
my workplace starting getting like 
this. Only a new workers’ movement 
could change things.
Earlier this year I was pushed to the 
edge, so took action and joined the 
Socialist Party and the PCS union. 
Now I’m happier to be campaigning 
alongside others against this injus-
tice. I’ve found an island of sense in 
an ocean of madness!
Unfortunately union membership 
isn’t strong on the site where I work, 
and the PCS branch rep is at a site 
eight miles away. Management has 
disallowed union activities in official 
time (we used to be permitted to do 
so). As a result, organising branch 
meetings is difficult. However, I’ll do 
all I can to support the local branch.
Andrew Wilkins

Why I’m a socialist
Sarah Sachs-Eldridge

On Sunday 8 June, Observer com-
ment writer Will Hutton wrote: 
“Last Monday, the mayor of Seattle 
signed into law a city-wide mini-
mum wage of $15 (£8.90) an hour. It 
will be phased in over the next three 
to seven years, but nonetheless it 
remains a path-breaking commit-
ment. More amazingly, Kshama 
Sawant, Seattle’s first socialist coun-
cillor since 1916, had been elected 
last year with the $15 wage as her 
key pledge.”

Regular readers of the Socialist 
will know that Kshama is a lead-
ing member of Socialist Alternative 
(SA), co-thinkers of the Social-
ist Party in the US. And that the 
mayor was put under big pres-
sure to deliver on $15 by Ksha-
ma’s election campaign and the 
15 Now campaign which SA and 
Kshama then built.

Hutton acknowledges the 
earthquake that this represents: 
“This does not happen in the 
US. Socialist candidates in 
city elections don’t win 
93,000 votes.” But this is 
not the full picture. SA 
linked the anger over low 
pay, poor housing to the 
anger released by Oc-
cupy about the huge 
inequality inherent to 
capitalist society.

At a 6,000-strong 
Left Forum in 
New York, 
Kshama was 
invited as the 
featured “sur-
prise guest” to 
speak along-
side Harry 

Belafonte, Angela Davis, and David 
Harvey.

To loud applause Kshama said: 
“Our primary task is to challenge 
capitalism. We must create an alter-
native”. “To do that, we need mass 
movements to challenge the state 
and strong organisations to run in 
elections.”

Strength
At a 15 Now workshop during the 
Left Forum independent journal-
ist Arun Gupta explained: “It was 
impressive to see how effective SA 
was at combining inside/outside 

tactics. It was like a 
chess game, with 

every move by 
the Mayor and 
business met 
with a coun-
ter-move by 

15 Now. Sawant’s position at the ne-
gotiating table was strengthened by 
rallies and protests.”

The $15 campaign is set to spread 
to Chicago and could spread like 
prairie fire across the US and to 
everywhere that income inequal-
ity is provoking enormous anger 
and hunger for action. The interest 
in socialist ideas among all those 
forced to fight for their future can 
also spread rapidly.

Glen Ford, the executive editor of 
Black Agenda Report, introduced 
Kshama and also praised the role 
of SA’s leadership in the $15 strug-
gle in Seattle. Socialist Alternative 
has “doubled its membership since 
Sawant’s election,” Ford informed 
the packed hall.

Britain
While not yet at the same level as 
Seattle, there are also opportuni-
ties for Socialist Party branches in 
Britain to grow as bigger numbers 

see the need for an alternative to 
capitalism.

From 14 to 21 June the 
Socialist Party is hosting 

a ‘recruitment week’ to 
put special emphasis 

on building our 
party.

If you are 
a member 

already 
p l e a s e 

think about 
the people you 

know through 
work, family, cam-

paigns, etc, who may be 
interested in finding out 

about your party. Have they 
expressed anger over the fall-

ing living standards, disgust at all 

the capitalist parties, interest in the 
many struggles going on in Britain 
and internationally?

The recruitment week involves 
organising bold public stalls to in-
vite people to find out about our 
ideas and campaigns.

We will also use the week to 
make extra effort to contact any-
one who has expressed an interest 

in the Socialist Party but not yet 
joined. And we will be organising 
meetings to, as we always do, invite 
discussion and debate on key ques-
tions and the socialist alternative. 
All members are needed to make 
these events a success.

If you are reading this but haven’t 
yet considered joining the party – 
get in touch now! We need you too!

Stevenage Socialist Party member

The far-right and divisive English 
Defence League (EDL) came to 
Stevenage on 7 June. But a counter-
march organised by Stevenage and 
District Trades Council (SDTC) 
sent a clear message that the 
EDL’s divisive methods will not go  
unopposed.

Over 200 people including trade 
unionists, members of the Social-
ist Party and local youth marched 
together, determined to voice their 
opposition to any attempts to divide 
the working class.

The EDL say they targeted Ste-
venage because of an upcoming 
court case involving the grooming 
of underage girls. The EDL’s hate 
campaign was focused on the local 

Muslim population, seeking divi-
sion despite the fact that the vast 
majority of Muslims and of the Pa-
kistani community are horrified by 
this crime.

But SDTC responded, leafleting 
workplaces, shops, the town centre 
and a local mosque to explain the 
need for a counter-demonstration.

The leaflets said that “such ha-
tred cannot go unchallenged and 
the division created between work-
ing people must not be allowed to 
grow.”

SDTC received a good response 
together with messages of support 
and solidarity.

When EDL members arrived in 
Stevenage they found they were not 
welcome with most pubs closing 
their doors to them. A pub outside 
Stevenage had to be found for their 

customary pre-march assembly.
The counter-demo ended with a 

rally including speeches from PCS, 
Unite, Unite Against Fascism and 
Socialist Party members.

The speakers said that targeting 
the Muslim population will only 
lead to divisions within the working 
class. The only people who benefit 
will be the bosses if our ability to re-
sist is weakened.

The lack of housing and suitable 
jobs in Stevenage does breed 
discontent but only a united working 
class is capable of defending the 
interests of the overwhelming 
majority of people.

Stevenage Socialist Party has 
organised a public meeting on 
Monday 16 June, 8pm, Bedwell 
Community Centre, Stevenage

Socialist Party World Cup 2014 
Fantasy League 
Pick your dream squad for the greatest 
football tournament on the planet. £5 waged 
£2 unwaged 
All proceeds to be divided between prize 
money and Socialist Party fighting fund 
Entry forms can be obtained from 
markbaker89@blueyonder.co.uk 

Hear about the places where the co-founder of scientific socialism lived, 
worked and drank in Soho and Covent Garden. 
Sunday 22 June, 2pm. Meet at Piccadilly Circus, by Eros statue.
Approx: 1.5 to two hours. £6
Contact Pete 07866438779 or go to: radicallondonwalkingtour.co.uk

Karl Marx 
Walks

Stevenage: EDL not welcome here

See www.socialistparty.org.uk for meetings in your area and 
regional contact details, call our national office on 020 8988 
8777 or text ‘join’ or ‘info’ to 07761818206

Come to Socialism 2014, a weekend of socialist discussion 
and debate hosted by the Socialist Party, on 8 and 9 
November. Put the dates in your diary now!
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Andros Payiatsos 
Xekinima (CWI in Greece)

Syriza, the left party in Greece, is 
now the first party – 3.9 % ahead of 
right-wing capitalist party New De-
mocracy in the European elections. 
But this difference is mainly due to 
loss of support for New Democracy. 
Syriza’s vote has actually decreased 
since the June 2012 elections by 
138,000 votes.

So while Syriza ‘celebrates’ being 
the first party, the governing coali-
tion parties New Democracy and 
Pasok (the traditional social demo-
cratic party) are relieved, saying 
that Syriza has insufficient support 
to form a government. Syriza cam-
paigned heavily on the idea of using 
the elections to get rid of the govern-
ment: “On the 25th we vote, on the 
26th they go” – was the central slo-
gan of the campaign. But the coali-
tion government is not in danger of 
an immediate collapse. 

Feelings are very mixed, particu-
larly in the ranks of Syriza. People 
are glad that Syriza is the first party 
and can aim to win the government 
in the next elections. 

But it’s clear that Syriza is not 
strong enough to have a majority 
government or to cause the fall of 
the government in the immediate 

future as many were hoping. 
Another factor that makes for 

a very reserved enthusiasm even 
among Syriza’s rank and file is the 
high vote received by Golden Dawn, 
receiving close to 9.5% of the vote. 
This is despite the fact that Golden 
Dawn is now proven to be a mur-
derous gang, with most of its first 
line leadership in custody and well 
known to be a Nazi organisation 
with ample evidence provided by 
the media and the judiciary system. 

Actually the rise of Golden Dawn 
is fundamentally a result of the 
depth of the crisis and the complete 
inability to show a way out by the 
parties of the left. 

Syriza has been moving more 
and more to the right in the course 
of the last couple of years and the 
KKE (Greek communist party) and 
Antarsya (the ‘anti-capitalist left’ al-
liance) follow a sectarian policy of 
refusing to collaborate. 

Unifying approach
Local elections took place at the 
same time as the Euroelections. Xe-
kinima  stood a total of 20 members 
in different city, district and region-
al councils. We chose to stand with 
lists that had a militant profile and 
a unifying approach towards other 
forces of the left. One of the slogans 

we used frequently was “Vote for 
the Left - fight to bring the govern-
ment down”. In about 60% of cases, 
we stood with Syriza, in others 
with Antarsya and in the case of 
one local council with the KKE. Xe-
kinima was the only organisation to 
stand together with all the parties of 
the left.

Our results
Xekinima’s campaign was an inde-
pendent campaign, based on our 
own material and with our own po-
sitions. Our results have been very 
good. 

Nikos Kanellis, standing with 
Syriza, was elected in the district 
council around the city of Volos 
with an exceptionally good vote – 
around 750 votes, which placed him 
fourth out of 56 candidates. 

Costas Iatropoulos was elected in 
the city council of Volos, receiving 
around 650 votes which placed him 
second. Marianthi Kypridou came 
fourth in the same election with 
around 470 votes - it’s not yet clear, 
as the official final results have not 
come out yet, but there is a good 
chance that she too will be on the 
city council of Volos. 

Antarsya did badly in the Euro-
elections, but in the local elections 
it received a respectable 2.5%. In 

Zografou, Xekinima collaborated 
with Antarsya and the common 
list, called ‘Zografou Movement’ re-
ceived around 4%. This is a success 
which is largely being put down 

to Xekinima’s participation by left 
activists. Xekinima member Irene 
Ploumbidi received the greatest 
number of individual votes, coming 
first out of 38 candidates – an ex-
traordinary 15% of the total vote re-

ceived by the Zografou Movement. 
These elections were the big-

gest campaign ever launched by 
Xekinima. We produced a total of 
250,000 leaflets which went eve-

rywhere. And our intervention has 
had an impact – the best of our re-
sults will be noted by the left across 
the country. 

Xekinima sold over 1,200 copies 
of its paper, had about 20 successful 
public meetings, and had a number 
of new members joining our ranks. 

Spain: European elections redefine 
political map

The European election results con-
stituted a political earthquake in 
Spain. These elections have con-
firmed the warnings of Social-
ismo Revolucionario (SR – CWI in 
Spain) that the failure of a political 
response of the bureaucratic right-
wing leaders of IU to the elections 
and to the crisis in Spain, can spell 
disaster for the movement. 

Willy Meyer, head of the IU list 
for the European elections, drew up 
a glowing balance sheet of IU’s re-
sults, which saw the formation win 
one million new votes and go from 
two to six MEPs. 

However, the eruption of Podem-
os, a force which in less than four 
months has won 1.2 million votes 
and five MEPs, not only minimised 
the potential growth of IU in these 
elections, but has changed the 
whole political equilibrium, threat-
ening an end to IU’s position as 
the main left reference point in the 
Spanish state. 

Political earthquake
The mainstream analysis of Podem-
os focuses exclusively on the 
strength of its campaign, in ‘selling 
a fresh product’ and capitalising on 
the high media profile of its main 
spokesperson, Pablo Iglesias. 

But this is over simplistic. Iglesias 
and Podemos were able to cause 

a political earthquake by present-
ing themselves as radically differ-
ent to everything else, emphasising 
the need for the people to become 
protagonists in political change, be-
yond the dated institutional politics 
of the main parties. 

However, to build a mass move-
ment to change society, it is not suf-
ficient to appear daily on TV or in 
social networks. This must be com-
bined with an intervention which 
carries a clear message, explaining 
the nature of the capitalist crisis, its 
causes and the necessary way out.

Limitations
The leadership of IU has failed in 
this. It is impossible to credibly at-
tack the two-party system, but then 
to use one’s position to save it, in the 
name of maintaining “governabil-
ity” – as the IU leadership does gov-
erning with PSOE in Andalucía and 
propping up the PP in Extremadura. 

In reality, a section of the IU lead-
ers, are more interested in ministe-
rial positions than in the struggle to 
end the capitalist regime. They have 
thus become a part of the ‘political 
caste’ which so many rage against. 

In the same way, one cannot in 
words oppose the ‘dictatorship of 
the markets and the EU-IMF-ECB 
Troika’ while at the same time put-
ting forward a programme which 

does not go beyond touching up 
this system. However, in this respect 
Podemos does not represent an 

improvement. Beyond ambiguous 
statements of opposition to the rule 
of capital and the markets, Iglesias’ 
concrete proposals are to limit pri-
vatisations, promote public partici-
pation in private companies, and 

democratise the ECB.
In both IU and Podemos, a 

struggle is necessary for a pro-
gramme which responds to the re-
ality of the crisis which can only be 
dealt with on the basis of a move-
ment to break with capitalism, 
with socialist policies - repudiation 
of the debt, nationalisation under 
democratic workers’ control of the 
key sectors of the economy. 

Lost opportunities
Following the 15 May “Indignados” 
movement in 2011 which led to a 
new wave of politicisation, IU had 
an opportunity to open the organi-
sation up to the new mass of youth 
fighting against the system. How-
ever, within the IU leadership this 
was unfortunately subordinated to 
the fear of losing control of the situ-

ation. This failure to seize these op-
portunities opened up ground which 
Podemos has partially occupied. 

SR renews its long standing call 
for a united front of the left (IU, 
Podemos, and left-nationalist forc-
es) together with the workers’ and 
social movements. We call on all 
those who voted for the alternative 
left to help to initiate united assem-
blies in neighbourhoods and work-
places. These assemblies should 
form the basis of the united front 
which the situation demands in or-
der to unite our forces in struggle for 
a political alternative of the 99%. 

Greece: CWI councillors elected 

The Committee for a Workers’ 
International (CWI) is the socialist 
international organisation to 
which the Socialist Party is 
affiliated.
The CWI is organised in 45 
countries and works to unite the 
working class and oppressed 
peoples against global capitalism 
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO
Box 3688, London E11 1YE.
email cwi@worldsoc.co.uk

The Committee for a 
Workers’ International

www.socialistworld.net

Above: CWI flag on one of the Marches for Dignity in Madrid in March 
photo SR
Right: Pablo Iglesias

In both IU and 
Podemos, a struggle 
is necessary for a 
programme which 
responds to the 
reality of the crisis

These elections 
were the biggest 
campaign ever 
launched by 
Xekinima

Below we publish a shortened translation of an article by 
Victor Egio (CWI member, local councillor in Santomera, 
Murcia, and member of Izquierda Unida, writing in a personal 
capacity) responding to the results of the European elections 
in Spain. Featuring a collapse of both the government party 
PP, and the former social democratic PSOE - which now hold 
less than 50% of the vote combined - the election’s main 
success story was the eruption of Podemos, which came from 
nowhere to win 8% and five MEPs. 
While the election results for the United Left (IU - which 
members of the CWI participate in) were a big improvement 
on its 2009 European election results, its vote (10%) was far 
from equal to its potential. 

Nikos Kanellis



Niall Mulholland

Dramatic, inspiring and full of life, 
‘Jimmy’s Hall’, based on the true 
story of left-wing worker-activist 
Jimmy Gralton, is in many ways di-
rector Ken Loach’s sequel to his out-
standing ‘The Wind That Shakes the 
Barley’.

This depicted brothers torn apart 
during tumultuous events in Ire-
land from 1918 to 1922 – the strug-
gle for Irish independence, civil 
war and partition. Jimmy’s Hall is 
set in the aftermath, when victori-
ous reactionary forces changed the 
country’s flag but maintained capi-
talist property relations and class 
exploitation. 

Jimmy (played brilliantly by Barry 
Ward) leaves behind Depression-
era America to return to his native 
County Leitrim to help his mother 
run the family farm. Soon he is 
urged by young people to reopen 
the ‘Pearse-Connolly’ dance hall 
built by him and other activists on 
Gralton family land and named af-
ter two executed 1916 Easter Rising 
leaders (Pearse, a radical national-
ist, and Connolly, the Marxist think-
er and workers’ leader). 

Conflict
Jimmy is reluctant to do so because 
ten years previously it led to conflict 
with the local Catholic Church hier-
archy, big landowners and reaction-
ary forces of the new Irish Free State 
– told in dramatic flashbacks – and 
ended with his expulsion from Ire-

land at gunpoint. But Jimmy relents 
after visiting the derelict Hall, inspired 
by a dusty copy of James Connolly’s 
classic Labour in Irish History and 
memories of the Hall in its prime. 

The reopened Hall is quickly a 
success; a free venue for music and 
dancing (Irish and Jazz), boxing, 
singing lessons, poetry and art class-
es. It also hosts discussions about 
workers’ rights (Jimmy Gralton was 
an activist in the Revolutionary 
Workers’ Group, a forerunner of the 
Communist Party of Ireland). 

Running through the film is 
Jimmy’s rekindled passion with 
another organiser, Oonagh, the 
girlfriend he was forced to leave 
behind ten years previously and 
who is now married with children. 
The Hall’s re-opening soon earns 
the ire of Jimmy’s old adversaries in 
the local establishment, led by Fa-
ther Sheridan. 

Threats
They regard the Hall as a dangerous 
subversive challenge to authority. 
From the pulpit, Father Sheridan 
lambasts Jimmy’s “atheistic” teach-
ings and names and shames those 
who attend the Hall. Shop owners 
are threatened with a boycott if their 
children keep attending Gralton’s 
classes. 

Jim Norton, who plays Father 
Sheridan, presents a complex char-
acter; he compares Jimmy’s convic-
tions to the early Christians but is 
determined to smother the poten-
tial attraction of Marxist ideas to the 
poor and hungry. 

The Hall’s success leads to Jimmy 
being asked to campaign on behalf of 
a tenant farmer evicted by a big land-
lord. This provokes a robust round-ta-
ble debate amongst Hall activists: are 
the recovering forces of the Left and 
radical nationalism strong enough to 
take on the establishment?  

In the end, the landlord’s thugs 
are physically faced down and the 
evicted family returned to their 
home. Jimmy makes a rousing 
speech, paraphrasing James Con-
nolly and with allusions to today’s 
inequalities.

Optimism
Inevitably the forces of reaction take 
revenge against the Hall and Jimmy. 
They fear the example of Catholic 
and Protestant workers’ unity in the 
Northern statelet (the 1932 Outdoor 
Relief Strike in Belfast) will spread 
South. Éamon de Valera’s govern-
ment issues a deportation order 
against the “alien” Jimmy Gralton. 
Jimmy is forced to go on the run, 
while unions mounted a nation-
wide campaign in his defence. 

In the end, the forces of reac-
tion do prove too strong for Jimmy 
and his comrades. There are some 
minor flaws in the film (some dia-
logue is a bit wooden and too mod-
ern – the Hall as a “safe space”?) 
but overall Jimmy’s Hall is another 
Loach triumph; humane, mov-
ing and bursting with optimism, 
showing the irrepressible capacity 
of working people to recover even 
from terrible defeat and to strive for 
self-emancipation. 
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Jam tomorrow?
The Socialist 813’s editorial referred to 
the current political views of the musi-
cian Paul Weller. In the 1980s with ‘the 
Jam’ Paul produced some memorable 
music reflecting the seemingly hope-
less position of many working class 
men and women (particularly younger 
ones) confronted by the Thatcher gov-
ernment’s economic thuggery.
With like-minded musicians including 
Billy Bragg, Paul Weller formed ‘Red 
Wedge’ whose gigs attracted many 

working class youth all keen to endorse 
the anti-Tory, pro-Labour sentiments.
But one of Billy Bragg’s songs about the 
miners’ strike ‘Whose side are you on?’ 
could have been written about the then 
Labour Party leader Neil Kinnock who 
chose to turn his back on the miners 
during the strike. Later when the peo-
ple of Liverpool stood up to fight cuts 
and unemployment, Kinnock attacked 
them and secured the expulsion from 
the Labour Party of their leaders (sup-
porters of ‘Militant’, the Socialist Par-
ty’s forerunner). 
After such betrayals the Labour Party’s 
transformation into a neoliberal party 
and the accession of Blair, Brown, Man-
delson and others was a mere formal-
ity. So it remains today. 
Tragically a Labour vote at local or na-
tional level is a vote for cuts, privatisa-
tion and austerity. Promising votes for 
TUSC in England’s local government 
elections will redouble our efforts to 
launch a new party reflecting working 
class opposition to austerity, and pro-
moting the socialist values so needed 
today.
Andrew Price, Cardiff  

Miners’ strike 
The North West Miners Group (NWMG) 
has re-issued a copy of the letter sent 
out by Ian McGregor, chair of the Na-
tional Coal Board, in June 1984 deny-
ing that the government and NCB had 
a hitlist of 70 pits marked for closure.
The NWMG points out that “recently re-
leased cabinet papers from that period 

reveal there was indeed an agreement 
to shut 75 pits over three years and cut 
64,000 jobs. 
One document, relating to a meeting 
headed by prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher, dated September 1983 and 
marked “not to be photocopied or cir-
culated outside the private office”, says 
“Mr McGregor had it in mind over three 
years 1983-85 that a further 75 pits 
would be closed”.
“Shamefully,” the NWMG says, “many 
Labour Party and trade union lead-

ers were only too ready to promote 
and support the lies in McGregor’s 
letter and failed to support the great 
mass of the British public which gave 
magnificent assistance to the miners 
and their families throughout the 12 
month strike.”
Thanks to Steve Metcalf, 
secretary Lancaster RMT

Merry-go-round
Socialists like me have been saying for 
years that the Tory and Labour parties 
are the same. In Worcester they seem 
determined to prove us right.
A few years ago Mr Bayliss left Labour 
for the Tories. Then Mr Riaz left the 
Tories for Labour. Now Alan Amos, a 
former Tory MP, but Labour councillor 
for six years, leaves Labour to sit as an 
independent but votes for the Tories. 
Perhaps the city council should take 
advantage and install a merry go round 
as a tourist attraction!
Who is next? It is all very well for Labour 
to accuse Mr Amos of betrayal but in his 
six years as a Labour councillor did they 
not notice his likely betrayal? Should 
voters ask Labour candidates at future 
elections how long they plan to stay in 
their current party?
And in all this the reasons are at best 
personal and at worst purely to do with 
a career. There is no mention of policy, 
because there are no basic policy 
differences.
Pete McNally, Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition candidate

After the floods
Over 800 Spelthorne residents, many 
of whom had been victims of flood-
ing, attended a public meeting hosted 
by Spelthorne council. But, frustrated 
by the panel of ‘experts’ obfuscation, 
many walked out before it concluded.

Staines resident and Save Our Services 
in Surrey (SOSIS) activist, Sian Manaz 
spoke on behalf of many: “I am really 
disappointed… a lot of the answers you 
have given us have actually been quite 
patronising to people who have been 
flooded and I do not think that is good 
enough. When are we going to get an 
apology?”
She also pointed out the billions of 
pounds Thames Water make in profits 
and compared it to the funding gap 
faced by the Environment Agency.
SOSIS campaigners asked: “Why is Sur-
rey county council still planning cuts to 
the Fire and Rescue Service in Spelt-
horne?” Just asking the question drew 
one of the biggest cheers from the au-
dience.
The response, from Steve Owen-Hughes 
of Surrey Fire and Rescue Service was 
“nothing would have been done differ-
ently during the floods, these cuts will 
make no difference to our ability to re-
spond in such situations.”
Paul Couchman
Secretary, Save Our Services in 
Surrey

Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words to 
Socialist  Postbag, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,  
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk.
We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name, 
address and phone number.  
Confidentiality will be respected if requested. 

the Socialist postbag Film review
Ken Loach’s Jimmy’s Hall

Obituary: George Duff
George joined the Socialist Party 
around the time I became branch 
secretary of East London branch in 
January 2013. He was an upbeat and 
treasured member of the branch. 

Growing up in a Protes-
tant household in Belfast 
during the ‘Troubles’, 
before moving to 
London, shaped his 
politics greatly. His 
experiences led 
him to strongly op-
pose sectarianism 
and all forms of big-
otry and injustice. 
He followed with great 
interest and admiration 
the work of our sister party 
in Northern Ireland. 

The poor treatment of disabled 
people in society today was also a 
driving force behind his political 
activism. George loved his job at a 

disabled charity. As a disabled man, 
he knew how little and just what 
poor quality services are available 
for disabled people. 

Sadly he also felt the impact of the 
government’s austerity first 

hand when he lost his job 
due to funding cuts at 

the charity. These 
cuts were passed 
on to the charity 
by Tower Hamlets 
council.

When the cuts 
were announced, 

with the help of So-
cialist Party mem-

bers, George recruited a 
number of colleagues to the 

Unite union and tried to fight the 
redundancies. His efforts managed 
to postpone but sadly couldn’t stop 
the redundancies going through. 

I was always impressed by his 

warmth and confidence especially 
in political settings. He used his 
powerful Ulster brogue to great ef-
fect on street stalls and paper sales, 
ensuring passers-by were well 
aware of the branch’s campaigns! 

We had hoped he would be a 
branch delegate to congress this 
year for the first time but sadly he 
was already too unwell having just 
lost his job. But despite our best ef-
forts to re-immerse George back 
into political activity he succumbed 
to acute depression and tragically 
took his own life.

While George was a very strong 
individual and class fighter, he was 
also a victim of government auster-
ity and this uncaring capitalist sys-
tem. Nonetheless, George’s struggle 
to overcome great difficulties and to 
fight for a better world will always 
inspire comrades who knew him. 
Helen Pattison
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On Saturday 14 June 2014 there 
will be a celebration of struggle and 
resistance marking the 30th anni-
versary of the great miners’ strike. 
In particular, there will be a mass 
picnic and festival commemorating 
events which occurred at the Or-
greave coking plant.

The ‘battle of Orgreave’, on 18 
June 1984, involved nearly 10,000 
pickets and 4,000 police. Police, 
including mounted police, attacked 
the pickets and made 93 arrests, in-
cluding NUM president Arthur Scar-
gill. Many miners sustained injuries 
from police truncheons.

Taken to court in 1995, 15 mine-
workers proved that the South York-
shire police - echoing that of the 
Hillsborough stadium disaster - had 
significant parts of their evidence 
dictated to them by another police 
officer and that an officer’s signa-
ture on an evidence statement was 
not genuine.

The 1984-85 miners’ dispute was 
the major episode in the Thatcher 
government’s planned and phased 
onslaught on the organised working 
class. 

As Ken Smith says in the Social-
ist Party publication ‘A civil war with-
out guns’, the British capitalist state 
used all its resources to smash the 
powerful and militant NUM: “It was 

not long after the unprecedented 
violence at Orgreave, provoked by 
the police, that Thatcher referred to 
the miners as the “Enemy Within”... 
Once started, Orgreave was a battle 
that neither side could afford to lose.

“Thatcher and the Tories threw 
everything at it: state forces; propa-
ganda: political pressure on the La-
bour and trade union leaders and 
the full force of the legal system 
against arrested miners.

“Police ‘gladiators’ were instruct-
ed from early on by police officers 
with loudhailers to “take prisoners”.

“In reply the miners mobilised the 
biggest, most determined, pickets 
this country has ever seen.”

Orgreave mass picnic and 
festival
Saturday 14 June,  
11am – 7pm
Admission free
Catcliffe Recreation Ground, 
Poplar Way, Catcliffe S60 5TZ

Orgreave truth and justice 
campaign
orgreavejustice@hotmail.com
http://otjc.org.uk
Secretary Barbara Jackson 0114 
2509510

Revenge for the Tories’ humiliation 
at the hands of the miners at Saltley 
Gate in 1972 and more recently in 
1981 was taken by the police on 
the Orgreave picket line (outside 
Sheffield). 

The most brutal methods yet seen 
in this or any previous dispute were 
played out in the full view of the 
world’s media. The conflict gave the 
impression of a virtual civil war in 
the mining areas of Britain. 

Eyewitnesses at an earlier battle 
reported: “The baton charge has re-
turned. This brutal police method of 
attacking pickets, synonymous with 
the industrial battles of the 1920s, 
has become a standard tactic of 
today’s police... The idea is to hurt 
people, intimidate people, frighten 
people.” 

Even Arthur Scargill was arrested 
on a trumped-up charge of 
obstruction… 

On the day of the first Orgreave 
battle there were about 7,000 pick-
ets assembled. Eyewitnesses said: 
“It was then that the real battle be-
gan. It was the most terrifying thing I 
have been through in my life... What 
made it worse for me was that this 
was happening in the village where 
I’d lived most of my life... 

“I saw an elderly miner of about 
60 have his head split open by a ba-
ton... The riot police would march 
straight up to you shouting ‘one two, 
one two’ and provoking the miners: 
‘Come on then, have a go’... 

“And one snatch squad police-
man went too far and got snatched 
himself! They had to send police 

horses in to get him back - he was 
in a far from healthy state when he 
emerged from the picket.”

A group of miners from the North 
East writing later in Militant about 
their experiences at the battle at 
Orgeave commented: “They were 
treating us like animals, chasing us 
with dogs and horses. Some pickets 
outside the plant had been shoved 
into this field - it was completely 
flattened, concrete lamp posts and 
walls crushed. Lads were coming 
away crying, heads bleeding, bruis-
es all over their backs, some having 
to be carried...”

Brutality
These brutal scenes at Orgreave, to-
gether with similar scenes that were 
enacted in numerous pit villages 
throughout the coalfields, laid bare 
before the miners and working class 
as a whole the nature of the capital-
ist state. 

An army of occupation descend-
ed on the coal fields, particularly in 
the heartland of the strike, the York-
shire coalfield.

Such actions changed forever 
the consciousness of workers, 
particularly the miners. Because 
of this Militant’s ideas found a 
powerful echo. 

It shared with and assisted in all 
the struggles of the miners but at the 
same time put forward a strategy 
which it considered was capable of 
ensuring victory. 

Following the first battle of 
Orgreave (6 June) Militant advised 

that at local level, direct approaches 
should be made, backed up by 
arguments and mass leafleting, 
to steelworkers, lorry drivers 
and power station workers. The 
leaders of the TGWU and the ISTC 
(steelworkers union) should back 
up this campaign with a national 
internal drive in support of the 
miners. 

Wherever possible mass meet-
ings should be organised and a call 
for solidarity, addressed by striking 
miners... Conferences of shop stew-
ards should be organised, specifi-
cally to prepare for solidarity action. 
These conferences should be called 
either directly by the NUM, by local 
trades councils or by the Broad Left 
Organising Committee. 

This strike also now demands 
national action and a national co-
ordinated drive for solidarity by the 
Trades Union Congress. It would be 
naive however to put too much faith 
in the TUC. The left unions should 
therefore come together indepen-
dently to organise solidarity. 

At the same time Militant believed 
that the NUM could put before such 
a conference in detail all that was 
needed in solidarity action, to stop 
the movement of coal and win this 
strike. 

High on the agenda of such a 
conference would be the calling 
of a one-day general strike. It 
would result in a magnificent show 
of strength of the entire labour 
movement around the miners and 
prepare the way for an historic 
victory. 

Militant was the forerunner of the Socialist Party. During the course of the 1984-85 strike 
500 miners joined Militant after drawing socialist conclusions. This edited extract from Peter 
Taaffe’s book indicates the strategy proposed by Militant, as well as giving a taste of workers’ 
reaction to the horrendous attack by the state on the working class.

Ben Norman

Any allusions in the anti-establish-
ment credentials of Portsmouth’s 
new Ukip councillors were swiftly 
dashed after they joined forces with 
Labour and the Conservatives to 
support the newly installed Tory mi-
nority council.

Last month’s election results left 
the Conservatives with 12 of the 
city’s 42 seats, while the former 
ruling Lib Dems were reduced to 
19. This meant the Tories had to rely 
on the support of the six Ukip and 
four Labour candidates, who readily 
provided it. (There is one ‘non-

aligned’ Lib Dem councillor).
The new council is to be led by 

former HBOS banker Donna Jones, 
who so struggled to find any policy 
differences between her and her 
allies in the other establishment 
parties that her flagship election 
pledge was to attract car dealerships 
to sponsor public toilets closed by 
cuts! 

While the election cost the Lib 
Dems control of the city, it was La-
bour who fared worst. They were 
defeated by Ukip in every ward, los-
ing a councillor in Paulsgrove, their 
only electoral stronghold in the city.

Labour continually refused to ad-
dress the issue of austerity, instead 

choosing to focus their campaign on 
closing a local swimming complex, 
The Pyramids Centre, while attack-
ing disgraced ex-Lib Dem MP Mike 
Hancock. 

Portsmouth Labour’s trade union 
liaison officer, and Socialist Appeal 
supporter, Sion Reynolds went so 
far as to call opposition to all cuts as 
‘imbecilic’, perhaps forgetting that it 
is the official position of Portsmouth 
Trades Council. 

Similarly, when challenged on 
cuts to education, Labour leader 
John Ferret described himself as 
‘agnostic’ to Free Schools and Acad-
emies, refusing to take a position.

The decision by Labour to unite 

with Ukip behind the Tories simply 
officialises what has long been true. 
The role of official opposition must 
now fall to the city’s trade unions 
and community anti-cuts groups.

Portsmouth Socialist Party, 
working with its allies in the RMT 
and other unions, challenged the 
cuts consensus by standing 14 
community candidates across every 
ward in the city. It is now vital that 
the campaign continues to unite all 
those who demand an alternative to 
austerity. 
Find out more at www.
socialistportsmouth.co.uk or 
follow Portsmouth TUSC at @
TUSCPompey

Cuts 
consensus: 

A Civil War Without Guns - the 
lessons of the 1984-85 miners’ 
strike by Ken Smith, £7.00

The rise of Militant by Peter 
Taaffe, £9.99

Both books for only £15 
including postage

order from
Socialist Books, PO Box 
24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789
www.socialistboooks.org.uk
Fax: 020 8988 8787

Special offer 

A defiant strking miner is arrested  for ‘unlawful assembly’ at Orgreave photo Philip Gordon Reflex

30th anniversary of the historic miners’ strike
The battle of Orgreave

Labour joins 
Ukip to back 
Tory council 
in Portsmouth
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a 
democratic society run for the needs of all and 
not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, 
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every 
possible improvement for working class people. The 
organised working class has the potential power to 
stop the cuts and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for 
genuine socialism must be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee 
for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist 
international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:
Public services 
 No to ALL cuts in jobs, public services and benefits. 
Defend our pensions. 
 No to privatisation and the Private Finance 
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and 
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.
 Fully fund all services and run them under 
accountable, democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and users.

 Free, publicly run, good quality education, available 
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and 
‘Free schools’!
 A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s 
health needs – free at the point of use and under 
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!
 Keep council housing publicly owned. For a 
massive building programme of publicly owned 
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to 
provide good quality homes with low rents. 
Work and income
 Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage 
to £8 an hour without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards £10 an hour. For an annual increase in 
the minimum wage linked to average earnings.
 All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual 
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness and holiday 
rights from day one of employment. 
 An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement 
pension, as a step towards a living pension. 
 Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to decent benefits, 
education, training, or a job, without compulsion. 
 Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade 

unions, democratically controlled by their members.  
Full-time union officials to be regularly elected and 
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the 
National Shop Stewards Network. 
 A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 
Environment
 Major research and investment into replacing 
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending 
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 
 Public ownership of the energy generating 
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.
 A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.
Rights
 Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race, 
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.
 Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For 
the right to protest! End police harassment.
 Defend abortion rights. For a woman’s right to 
choose when and whether to have children.
 For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration 
laws.

New workers’ party 
 For a new mass workers’ party drawing together 
workers, young people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns, 
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 
 Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour Party 
now and aid the building of a new workers’ party! 
Support the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition as 
an important step towards this.
Socialism and internationalism
 No to imperialist wars and occupations. Withdraw 
the troops immediately from Afghanistan!
 Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to 
take into public ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that dominate the British 
economy, and run them under democratic working 
class control and management. Compensation to 
be paid only on the basis of proven need.
 A democratic socialist plan of production based 
on the interests of the overwhelming majority 
of people, and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.
 No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a 
socialist Europe and a socialist world!

What we stand for

Dave Semple
PCS union, recently elected on the work and 
pensions group executive committee

Trade union members want action 
on the most basic demand of all: 
pay.

Since the onset of the economic crisis, 
the living standards of ordinary people have 
plummeted by an average of 15%. Tory Chan-
cellor George Osborne tells us there is a re-
covery, but workers in the public or private 
sector are not feeling it.

A measly 1% pay rise for public sector 
workers is still a pay cut when inflation is at 
2% and more. Meanwhile, the price of neces-
sary goods has risen by 33% since the onset of 
the financial crisis in 2007.

10 July (J10) is the date being discussed 
by sections of Unite, Unison in local govern-
ment, the NUT and the PCS for a joint strike 
on pay.

Members from the PCS, which organises 
civil service workers, meeting recently at our 
Annual Delegate Conference in Brighton, 
were very clear that we want action.

I’m sure the mood among other public 
sector workers is the same – that they will be 

prepared to enter into a determined struggle 
if they see their leaderships willing to organ-
ise it, as the PCS leaders are, and to press on 
until victory is achieved.

The 1% cap is a policy that is being applied 
across the public sector - except to MPs! It is 
central to the government’s austerity policies. 
Workers must be united in taking them on.

The National Shop Stewards Network 
(NSSN) is holding its eighth annual confer-
ence in London’s Conway Hall on 5 July. I will 
be attending this event and I urge all fellow 
reps and trade union brothers and sisters to 
do likewise.

The NSSN has been consistent in its de-
mand for joint action and for a one-day 
general strike against austerity. It has been 
a repository of rank-and-file activism, which 
helped bring about the N30 strike of two mil-
lion workers in 2011.

As well as reports from the labour move-
ment, such as the Fast Food Rights campaign, 
we will discuss how to ensure the success of 
any J10 strike. 

J10 must be the beginning of a concerted 
campaign ready to go the distance against 
the Con-Dems and whichever pro-austerity 
government follows it – the NSSN will play a 
role in ensuring that.

10 July public sector strike:

United action
can beat

austerity
“My message to Frances O’ Grady and the 
TUC is this: We’ve done the marches, at-
tended the rallies and got nowhere. Snappy 
sound-bites and raising awareness guff has 
achieved nothing. Stop beating about the 
bush and make the call for a general strike.”
BFAWU bakers’ union president Ian Hodson 
made this call when opening the union’s 
annual conference on 8 June.
“To those employers who freeze or cut our 
pay, we will strike; reduce our terms and 
conditions, we will strike; attack our health 
and safety, we will strike; bring in slave 
labour workfare schemes, we will strike.”
He said the Hovis workers’ successful strike 
against zero-hour contracts last year and the 

global Fast Food Workers campaign are an 
inspiration. Ian got a massive ovation when 
he called for a £10 an hour living wage. The 
union, along with other groups including 
Youth Fight for Jobs, is leading the Fast Food 
Rights campaign in Britain.
The BFAWU also backs the NSSN, which with 
the Socialist Party, has led the call for a 24-
hour general strike. 
“The trade union movement will be judged 
as to how it responds to these challenges. 
The bottom line is there are close to seven 
million trade union members in the UK that 
would be virtually unstoppable if mobilised.”
See next week’s Socialist for more from 
the BFAWU conference

Bakers’ union calls for general strike

National Shop Stewards Network eighth annual conference
11am-5pm, Saturday 5 July, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, Holborn, London 
WC1R 4RL - Delegate/visitor fee £6 - shopstewards.net
Confirmed speakers include a $15 Won! Seattle minimum wage campaigner, RMT 
president Peter Pinkney, Ronnie Draper BFAWU general secretary, POA general 
secretary Steve Gillan and Janice Godrich PCS president 
 Email info@shopstewards.net to book your place, as well as to order leaflets 
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