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.\ News

Free school meals cut as
poor children go hungry

Sheila Caffrey
Primary school teacher

Tories plan to starve working class
kids by cutting universal free school
meals for children under seven.

Claims that many families don’t
want the meals may be true in some
leafy paradises. They're certainly
not in the working class estates of
Bristol, where I teach.

Children queue out the door to at-
tend free breakfast clubs. The same
happens at lunch.

Try and find a teacher anywhere
who hasn’t noticed the improve-
ment in children’s concentration
and behaviour following a proper
lunch. Never mind the long-term
benefits for their health and educa-
tional attainment.

It is only a year since the Con-
servatives introduced universal free
school meals. It's the only policy I
can think of that has benefitted the
community where I live and teach.

“A moment of humanity and kind-
ness form the Tories?” I hear you
question. Of course not. It was a fig
leaf to cover a package of new cuts
for schools.

A stuttering Cameron has already
tried to backtrack. He claims there
are no plans to remove free meals
for all under-7s.

Yet Chancellor Goerge Osbourne
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is declaring a cut of 25 to 40% to
unprotected budgets. What else are
they planning to slash?

Schools have already seen a fur-
ther cut of about 10% this year. This
means the equivalent of 45,000 full-
time posts going.

Death Eaters

Teachers have seen pay, pensions
and conditions sliced. Schools are
becoming ghost towns. Tory Death
Eaters stand tall and boast what
a great job they've done reducing
budgets.

The Socialist Party says universal
free school meals must stay - and be
extended to all ages. The teachers’
unions, and all in the public sector,
must respond to cuts with co-ordi-
nated strikes to reverse them.

Vampire academies
B Council education budgets are
being drained of blood by semi-
privatised ‘academy’ schools.
A BBC investigation found this
policy has wasted £32.5 million.
Councils are forced to pay all
costs when private firms take
command of the schools, which
remain publicly funded. The com-
panies then sell their services
back to the academies, syphon-
ing off public cash as profits.

Gravy-train Labour MP claims
expenses to rent house next door

Nancy Taaffe
Housing campaigner

Money-grubbing Labour MP Pat
McFadden has claimed over £21,000
expenses - to rent a house next to
one he owns! The shadow Europe
minister has access to three homes.
Contrast that with one of the most
endearing images of new left-wing
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. A
photo of him on a London night bus
was widely shared on social media.

Sweaty
A fellow passenger captured him
standing reading a newspaper. En-
during the sweaty, crushed jour-
ney home with the working class of
London.

McFadden prefers to travel by the
Westminster gravy train. He boarded
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- g . at the 2005
& election -
and boy has
he had some
ride.
In 2006, he bought
\ a three-bedroom house
near the centre of his Wol-
verhampton constituency
for £159,000. He claimed

Pat McFadden prefers to
travel by the Westminster
gravy train. He boarded at
the 2005 election - and
boy has he had some ride

more than £5,500 for legal fees and
stamp duty.

Then, of course, he needed furni-
ture. So he claimed £4,800 for that.

In July 2012 he let this house out,
moved next door - and began claim-
ing the rent on his expenses!

On top of this, he has a London
home in fashionable (and eye-
wateringly expensive) Highgate.
He bought it for a mere £799,950 in
20009.

Careerists
When I was a schoolgirl in London
in the eighties, buses had conduc-
tors who kept strict order. If Jeremy
Corbyn wants a new kind of politics
in Labour, he has to call ‘last stop’ on
such careerists.

He will find it makes for a far more
pleasant journey for all of us, him
included.
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Social housing tenants
hold off council attacks

Residents successfully de-
fended their homes at Fred
Wigg and John Walsh Towers
in Leytonstone, east London
on 28 September.

Waltham Forest’s Labour
council - via management
organisation Ascham Homes
- attempted to enter the
blocks to remove dividing
doors. This is the first stage
in their social cleansing
project. are

Heroically, residents Ascham Homes even
blocked lifts and stair- called the police, but after
wells in both blocks, with a four-hour stand-off, the
the support of local trade residents won! The workers
unionists and Socialist Party ~ were withdrawn with a
members. promise not to return until

Resident Trevor the issue has gone to
(right) said: “The court.

1979. The plan to remove
the security doors is just
making things worse.

“They want to frustrate us
and drive us out, so they can
get more affluent people in.
They're using regeneration
to get rid of ordinary people.
They're even putting the rent
up for people they’ve moved
in temporarily, which just
shows what their intentions

”

plan to sell off the The Socialist
blocks is ridicu- Party has been
lous, there’s not active in the

enough homes to
go round.

“l was out here at
7.45am to protect my home.
I've been living here since

37%

Conservative party's
share of the vote

that got it back into
government this year
- 24% of the whole
electorate.

campaign. We say:
no to evictions and
sell-offs. Build more
social housing!
Paula Mitchell

100%

Share of transport
union RMT members
in favour of strikes
in the Waterloo and
City tube line control
o g g g Jg FTOOM.
W N
Vviwiviw
Shifty bosses accused the union of calling the
strike based on only three members. The Evening
Standard reports the RMT as actually saying 24
members voted. Control rooms have very small
staffs. Workers are fighting for fairer pay and status
in line with their duties.
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Richard Worth

Volkswagen, the world’s largest car
maker, fraudulently fitted eleven
million diesel engines with “defeat
devices” to rig pollution tests.

This has caused nearly one mil-
lion tonnes of lethal air pollution
a year. That's equal to the UK’s
combined emissions for all power
stations, vehicles, agriculture and
industry.

It has taken seven years to be
“discovered” But government sci-
entists in Britain have been warn-
ing of illegal levels of toxic gases
since at least 2011. And European
Union (EU) regulators knew about
rigging as early as 2013 - but failed
to act.

Also, campaign network Trans-
port and Environment says it
goes further than Volkswagen.
Nine out of ten cars from every
major manufacturer breached EU
pollution limits when tested in real-
world conditions.

Environment charity Greenpeace
has uncovered that diesel carmak-
ers employed 184 European lobby-
ists, costing £14 million. Does this
explain it?

The scandal has caused a 30% no-
sedive in Volkswagen’s share value.
But the real cost is to us.

The pollutants spewed out by
these cars have caused serious

CHEAT VOLKSWAGE
R PROFIT
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health conditions. Inflammation
of the lungs, leading to asthma and
bronchitis. An increased risk of
heart attacks and strokes. And pos-
sibly memory loss and dementia.
Unfiltered ‘particulate matter’
also causes cancer. Exposure to air
pollution hastens death - with 9,500
premature deaths annually in Eu-
rope’s most polluted city, London.

Deaths

The government estimates the com-
bined impact of nitrogen oxides and
particulate matter is equivalent to
52,500 deaths a year in Britain.
Capitalists will do anything for
profit. They can’t be trusted to care
for our health or environment. Poi-
sons that should have been filtered
by their engines are being filtered by

The Socialist Party campaigns
for public ownership of car makers
and transport systems - under the
democratic control of workers and
the public. That could guarantee ac-
countable, green, integrated and af-
fordable transport for all.

This is not a drill

B Oil and gas company Shell
has called off potentially cata-
strophic Arctic drilling!

Has the petroleum giant had
some miracle conversion? Has it
abandoned its evil-genius-style
plans for Armageddon?

Not quite. The firm says its
decision was based instead on
“disappointing” levels of fossil
fuel in Alaskan oil wells.
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Nationalise the drug companies
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our lungs instead.

Michael Wrack
NHS healthcare assistant

Ordinary people were shocked and
disgusted by a gouging capitalist’s
sudden 5,000% increase in the price
of a life-saving drug last month.
‘Daraprim’ is used to treat the par-
asitic blood disease toxoplasmosis.
Infection is life threatening for those
with weakened immune systems.

Newborns

This includes Aids patients, new-
borns and unborn children whose
mothers are infected. Also can-
cer patients who have undergone
chemotherapy, and people recover-
ing from organ transplant.

Most of us would have nothing
but empathy for people in such situ-
ations. But Martin Shkreli, chief ex-
ecutive of Turing Pharmaceuticals,
seems only to care how he can profit
from their misery.

0,000%

GE HIKE FOR LIFE-SAVING DRUG

His firm bought the rights to
produce and distribute Daraprim.
Shkreli then immediately raised the
cost from $13.50 per pill - to $750.

Under any logical system this
would be seen as the action of a
sociopath. But under the rules of
capitalism, Shkreli is a successful
businessman!

Outrageously, he has said any
drop in the new price will be paid for
by cuts to research funding and jobs.

The past few years have seen steep
rises in the cost of many drugs. This
includes some used to treat tubercu-
losis, heart disease, and hepatitis C.

And Britain is no exception. ‘Da-
satinib, used to treat leukaemia,
is sold to the NHS at 100 times as
much as it costs to make.

The Socialist Party says: nation-
alise the profiteering drugs compa-
nies. Kick all privatisers out of the
NHS. For a fully funded and inte-
grated, publicly owned, free health
service for all.
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B Lethal loan sharks

Payday loans are lethal. Mentally
ill teenager Kane Sparham-Price
died by suicide on the day loan
shark Wonga emptied his whole
bank account.

Desperate Wonga clients can
end up paying 1,509% of their
original loan per year due to com-
pound interest.

Meanwhile, failed bank
Northern Rock paid only 2.7%
interest on its state bailout in the
2010-2011 financial year. The

.\ News

government paid around 4.2%
interest on the debt incurred to
buy it!

It’s banks like Northern Rock
which caused the financial crisis.
This gave establishment politi-
cians the cover for cuts which
force vulnerable people like Kane
over the edge.

A blameless 18-year-old was left

destitute - and died. Since 2007,
casino cokeheads at the top of
UK finance have taken home over
£100 billion in bonuses.

2.7%
Bailout

interest
paid by T
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H Get out of jail free

Cameron ‘riding out’
with posh hunt pals

If one of us terrorised, tortured
and dismembered a harmless
animal, we could expect prosecu-
tion. Rightly so. Even if it was a
pest, there’'d be general disgust at
flamboyant cruelty.

Unless you’re a toff huntsman,
of course. Then you can just ask
David Cameron to write to
the police and get you off. &

The latest claim from dis-
enchanted Tory donor Lord Ash-
croft is that Cameron intervened to
save huntsman pal Julian Barnfield.

-

Aschroft says the Conservative lead-

er told cops to drop a case against
Barnfield for illegal fox hunting.

The super-rich pay establish-
ment MPs to make laws in their
favour. When one slips through
they don't like, they just tell their
lackeys to ignore it.

Have you got news
for the “fishes’? Email
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Pig photo des-eye/Creative Commons
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What we think

n 4 October thousands of people will throng

through the streets of Manchester to dem-

onstrate against a vicious government of the

rich. As the huge popularity of Jeremy Cor-

byn’s Labour leadership campaign has dem-
onstrated, big numbers of people want an alternative to
endless austerity.

The Socialist Party is confident that a massive anti-
austerity movement can be built which would be capable
of bringing this government down before the planned
general election in 2020.

For many, the necessity of mounting a fight on that
scale is a matter of life and death. Thousands have died
following cruel sanctions and cuts to benefits. A housing
crisis is driving working class people out of their homes.
The NHS is being pushed towards catastrophe.

The Tories promise £30 billion more austerity cuts on
top of the £80 billion already inflicted.

These figures translate into poverty, foodbanks, ap-
palling living conditions, exploitative working conditions
and increasing isolation as services are withdrawn.

Meanwhile the rich are literally laughing all the way to
the bank. The richest 1,000 families control a total of
£547 billion, an amount which has more than doubled
since 2009. They now own more than the poorest 40% of
British households. Bankers have had the same amount
in bonuses as the rest of us have faced in austerity.

Not all-powerful

In order to safeguard this shift of wealth from working
class people to the super-rich, the Tories plan to drive
through even more savage attacks on trade union rights.

Despite this juggernaut, the Tories are not all-power-
ful. Only 24% of the electorate voted for Cameron’s party
- the smallest vote ever of any Tory government.

The ‘Corbyn surge’ is an indication of the potential to
build a massive movement. The enthusiasm for Jeremy
Corbyn goes way beyond the thousands who have at-
tended meetings and joined the Labour Party, and even
beyond all those who registered to vote for him. Young
people at freshers fairs rush up to Socialist Students
stalls declaring “I love Jeremy!”

Building a mass movement requires harnessing all
that energy and optimism, and arming it with organisa-
tion and ideas. It will involve people in their communi-
ties standing together to defend their homes against
social cleansing, or marching to save their local library.
It will involve young people - students occupying to save
courses and young workers organising against
poverty pay and zero-hour contracts. It will in-
volve mobilising the swell of human sympathy
for refugees.

At the heart of the struggle must be the trade
unions. There is a swirling of excitement among
a fresh layer of people who have started to go on
demonstrations, such as the End Austerity Now
demo in June and the Refugees Welcome Here
demo in September, and who are enthused by
Jeremy Corbyn, but who do not at this stage
have a clear idea of working class methods and
organisation. Many will not have an understand-
ing of the potential power of the working class
organised in trade unions.

2011 struggles

The right-wing trade union leaders bear an enormous
responsibility for this. On 26 March 2011 750,000 peo-
ple marched through London against austerity under
the leadership of the Trades Union Congress (TUC). In
November 2011 two million took part in a public sector
general strike. But this momentum, this testing out of
their latent power, was squandered by right-wing union
leaders who capitulated to the government and signed

The 'Corbyn
surge'
gives an
indication
of the
potential

to build
amass
movement

There has
been huge
enthusiasm for
Jeremy Corbyn
because of his
anti-cuts stand
photo Paul
Mattsson

union laws), is an essential part of creating a mass move-
ment with power enough to bring down the government.

The trade unions organise six million people. They are
all part of families and communities. When they act, they
can inspire and lead millions more who are currently
unorganised. Trade union action can bring society to a
standstill - this enormous power can change everything,
hitting capitalism where it hurts.

It is essential that we continue to fight for coordinated
strike action, as the National Shop Stewards Network
(NSSN) has consistently done since 2010. For example,
it was the combined struggle of the NSSN with socialists
and fighters in the more militant trade unions, PCS, RMT
and POA in particular, that forced the TUC to agree to
discuss a general strike in 2012.

This momentum must not be betrayed like before. But
now, after five years of breath-taking austerity with worse to
come, and with political revolt expressed through Corbyn’s
campaign, it will be much harder for the leaders to back-
track. A big protest at parliament when the third reading of
the Trade Union Bill takes place on 2 November
is the next step. This must be followed up by gen-
eralised action if any union is threatened.

Council resistance?

A key battleground in the coming months will
be local government, which, already reeling af-
ter a 37% funding cut, faces cuts of a further
£20 billion. Scandalously, Labour councils up
and down the country have spent the last five
years crying crocodile tears as they passed on
devastating Tory cuts, claiming that they had no
choice. They are now preparing more savage
budgets on top of those already forced through.

But as the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC - see pages 12 and 13) conference
last weekend made clear, Corbyn’s victory now means
there is no excuse left. The Observer distorted our posi-
tion when it said “some leftwing groups are calling for
Labour to refuse to set budgets”. As TUSC chair Dave
Nellist explained in reply:

“In the last couple of years we have worked with
councillors in Southampton, Hull and Leicester to pre-
sent legally-compliant no-cuts budgets to their councils.
Based on the use of reserves and borrowing powers,

HOW CAN WE BRING DOWN THE TORIES?

-:;% The 2011 TUC march against austerity,
=W i,-_f,_"jwhich showed the potential power of the

trade

on cuts, TUSC is ready to electorally challenge.

The Socialist Party will do all we can to reach out to all
those people joining Labour, to help them fight the war
being waged against Corbyn by the majority of the parlia-
mentary Labour Party, councillors and party machine. It
is necessary to demand the restoration of democracy in
the party and the mandatory re-selection of MPs.

It is essential that we continue the fight
for coordinated action. This momentum
must not be betrayed like before. But
now it will be much harder for the
leaders to backtrack

Out of this fluid process is the makings of a new work-
ing class political voice, whether that be from the Labour
Party if the pro-austerity, pro-market right wing are de-
feated, or in a new formation outside.

It is urgent that all the Corbynistas, the trade unions
that supported Corbyn, and the thousands of socialists
and fighters outside the Labour Party, are brought to-
gether now to organise that fight.

Programme

An essential element to building that movement and al-
ternative to the Tories is a political programme - Corbyn’s
programme and beyond. The utter inability of capitalism
to provide a decent life for the majority, and instead to
force the working class to pay for a crisis we did not
cause, is leading to a searching for something better. The
experience of Syriza in power in Greece, however, shows
that it is not enough to declare an anti-austerity position,
without the programme to see it through.

Austerity is not an accident, it is the policy of crisis-
ridden capitalism, a system based on the profits of the
few extracted through the exploitation of the majority. To
combat it, it is necessary to challenge the system head-
on: democratically nationalise the banks and the top

Ross Saunders
Socialist Party Wales

The dam is breaking and Cam-
eron and co don’t have enough fin-
gers to plug all the leaks.

The demonstration at the Tory
Party conference is just one point
where the anger against auster-
ity will burst out. Jeremy Corbyn’s
election as leader of the Labour
Party is a crack in the monopoly
that big-business has on politics.
Tens of thousands demonstrated
for an end to the refugee crisis,
showing the idea of international
solidarity is alive
and well.

A Campaigns/Party News

Why you should join the socialists

But how can this pressure for an
alternative be converted into a real
change in the situation?

Corbyn’s opposition to cuts, pri-
vatisation and war is an extremely
positive step forward.

Committed activists
But a single person, whether they're
Jeremy Corbyn, me or you, can’t
change society, no matter how high
they climb or how hard they shout
at the TV. To do it we've got to build
an organisation that coordinates
the efforts of lots of committed ac-
tivists and arms them with socialist
ideas.

That’s what the Socialist Party is
for.

Every week, Socialist Party
branches discuss the political situ-
ation in Britain or the world, past
struggles and today’s battles, but
we don’t just want to understand
the world: we want to change it
too.

We fight for what is necessary
for all working class people to live
a life of dignity, free of poverty and
insecurity. The bankers and the
billionaires have shown us clearly
how they wreck the economy when
they're in control of it, which is
why we're committed to fighting
for a democratic socialist system
that puts working class people in
the driving seat. If you agree with
us, join us!

Join the fightback! Join the Socialists!

@Socialist_party

www.socialistparty.org.uk

& Text 07761 818206

020 8988 8777

f /CWIiSocialistParty

Ken Douglas
Socialist Party national treasurer

We are appealing to all our readers
and supporters to make a donation
to the Socialist Party. We depend
solely on the support of ordinary
people - the Socialist Party has no
rich backers.

Jeremy Corbyn has tapped into
the huge anger that exists against
austerity. But we can’t wait until
2020 to fight the cuts - working class
communities are being slaughtered
by council cuts now. Workers are
losing thousands because of cuts in
tax credits and students are being
hit by hikes in fees and the abolition
of grants. We need to build a mass
movement now to organise that
anger.

That’s the message we are help-
ing to spread on this demonstration.
Our placards, banners and leaflets

- US THE RES
EAT THE TC

have cost thou-
sands of pounds.
Can you help
with these costs? £20
will pay for 20 placards;

£50 will pay for 1,000 leaflets; £200
will pay for a banner.

Support

We need your support. We are fight-
ing for a socialist alternative where
the enormous wealth in the world,
that today is overwhelmingly in the
hands of the super-rich 1%, is dem-
ocratically owned and controlled
by the majority. It can then be used
to build a socialist society based on
meeting the needs of everyone, and
looking after the environment and
creating a sustainable future.

You can pay through our website
at  www.socialistparty.org.uk/do-
nate , telephone 0208 988 8777 or
send a cheque or postal order to PO
Box 24697, London E11 1YD

§ Socialist Party Fighting Fund

£ target £received

North West 1,200
West Midlands 2,100
Northern 600
Southern 1,200 1,331
Wales 2,300 2,292
SouthWest 1,400
East Midlands 1,600 1,486

July to September 2015

3,144 | [N [ [ [ oy e
3,276 | [N [ [ [ s
.

Deadline 2 October 2015

oUBSCRIBE 0 A PAPER BY
WURKERS, FOR WORKERS

Tom Baldwin
The Socialist campaign organiser,
South West

The enormous popularity of Jeremy
Corbyn and the left-wing policies he
is putting forward have rattled the
establishment. Their mouthpieces
in the capitalist press have made
increasingly hysterical attacks, their
pages full of distortions. Even so-
called left leaning papers like the
Mirror or Guardian have repeated
the various myths, such as his being
unelectable.

Media

The mask is slipping from the face
of a supposedly balanced and ob-
jective media. Most newspapers
and broadcasters are owned by
billionaires and reflect their preju-
dices. Keen to protect their own
power and wealth they fear their
own readers. They scorn any at-
tempt by workers to stand up for
themselves.

The Socialist is a completely dif-
ferent paper. It is not owned by big
business and it does not dance to
their tune. Instead it is completely
funded by our readers and
supporters. It brings you
all the news and analysis
that matters to you from
an unasham-
edly working
class point
of view. We
report and
support the
struggles
of workers
and youth
across Brit-
ain and the
world.

Our read-
ers are not
just a passive
audience, they
contribute to the
paper as well.

It really has its fin-
ger on the pulse

Subscribe to the Socialist*

12 issues £15 (1 6 months £28 (1 1 year £50 O

Direct debit £4 a month or £6 a month including Socialism

Today magazine

of workers’ lives - many articles are
first-hand accounts of struggles. We
cover events that you won’t read
about anywhere else, ignored by
the mainstream press in favour of
more celebrity gossip or adverts.
The Socialist is an essential
news source that you should
be reading every week. By tak-
ing out a direct
debit subscrip-
tion you can get
the brand new
issue delivered
straight to your
door each week.

Fiver

Atless than a fiv-
er a month there’s
no reason not to
subscribe  today.
And for an extra £2 why
not also get our monthly
magazine, Socialism To-
day, packed with more
in depth comment and
analysis, (see page 9).

* New subscriber

Due to increased postage costs the
subcriber rates for the Socialist and

London 6,100 5,051

off on the struggle over pensions.

It is hardly surprising that so many people now en-
thused and wanting to fight do not automatically think
that the trade unions have an important role to play. But
building the pressure on the trade union leaders, espe-
cially to “Kill the Bill' (the bill stepping up the anti-trade

those budgets were designed to buy time for councils to
organise a broad public campaign for the restoration of
their funding.”

We think that potentially very many more councillors could
now be emboldened to make this stand. Such a revolt could
spearhead a national fightback. But where councillors insist

companies in order to plan the use of that vast wealth
for the benefit of the billions, not the billionaires.

People will test ideas and test again, but will come
to realise that they need anti-austerity in deeds as well
as words, that they need independent working class
organisation, and a socialist alternative.

Eastern

1,200

Yorkshire 2,900 2,077
South East 750
England and Wales 3,650 66:

2 18%
ToraL 25,000 22,700 [N [N [ [ [ Y s

International rates also available

Phone 0208 988 8777 or visit www.socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe to
pay by card, or to arrange a direct debit or post cheques (made payable
to Socialist Publications Ltd) to PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

/ - Socialism Today will be increasing with

effect from 1 November 2015. The new

rates will be: 3 months £15, 6 months
£35, 12 months £60 or via direct Debit:
the Socialist £4.50, Socialism Today £2 or
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h Workplace

BMA strike ballot

JUNIOR DOGTORS FIGHT GOVERNMENT ATTACKS

Zoe Brunswick
Medical student

n another scandalous attack
on the NHS, the government is
pushing through a brutal new
contract for junior doctors. The
new contract, which would take
effect from August 2016, threatens
to extend ‘social working hours; re-
move the ‘banding’ pay system and
associated safeguards and scrap au-
tomatic annual pay progression.
These new terms will affect all
doctors below consultant level; not
only juniors in their mid-twenties
but doctors who could have been
working for ten or more years.

Pay cuts

The extension of standard time from
7am-7pm Monday to Friday to 7am-
10pm Monday to Saturday could
mean a pay cut of around 30% for
many junior doctors. GP trainees
are hit especially hard as their pay
supplement (currently in place to

ensure they are paid the same as
their peers) is scrapped.

The end of automatic pay progres-
sion will prevent doctors from being
able to take time out of training and
discourage them from retraining, as
their pay could freeze or even fall.
This will especially affect women
doctors who wish to start families
and those who must take time out
for ill health.

Doctors departing
The change in contracts is not only
a danger for junior doctors, but also
for the patients and NHS as a whole.
Doctors who are forced to work long
and unsociable hours for low pay
are much more likely to make mis-
takes, putting patient lives at risk.
Many will also choose to leave
the country, taking their transfer-
able skills to a place where they are
valued. Last week, 1,644 requests
for the certificate required to work
abroad were filled out in just three
days, up from the usual 25 a day.
With record numbers of doctors
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threatening to leave the country,
Cameron’s promise of a ‘7 day NHS’
with ‘thousands more doctors’ is
even further from the truth now
than it was when first announced.

This dismantling of junior doctor
contracts is just another step
taken by the Tory government in
their quest to destroy the publicly
funded NHS and leave it open for
privatisation.

Anger

As raised by a doctor on BBC Ques-
tion Time (24 September), during
the financial crisis bankers were al-
lowed to keep their bonuses as they
were deemed too much of an asset
to the country to let them leave.

In comparison, this awful new
contract being imposed on doctors
shows how little the government
cares for the wellbeing of doctors

and patients alike.

Record numbers of
doctors are threatening
to leave the country but
bankers are allowed to
keep their bonuses to
make sure they stay

However, despite this terrible
onslaught from the government,
the British Medical Association
(BMA), junior doctors and medical
students across the country are
fighting back.

Thousands of angry doctors
marched through central London
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Junior doctorsprtest in London
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on Monday 28 September after a
meeting with NHS employers was
cancelled.

Protest

Moreover, thousands of doctors
are attending meetings to lobby
employers, letting them know that
their attack of the NHS is complete-
ly unacceptable. Most importantly,
the BMA confirmed on 26 Septem-
ber that they will ballot their junior
doctors for strike action, a decision
supported by a 50,000 strong peti-
tion of doctors and members of the
public.

The Socialist Party demands an
end to privatisation of the NHS and
a fair, living wage for all employees.
We welcome the BMA’s decision to
ballot their members and we call
for all healthcare unions to organise
coordinated industrial action to end
the attacks on the NHS.

Anger and protest against fire service cuts In Leicestershire

Heather Rawling
Leicester NUT (personal capacity)

A protest was organised by Leices-
tershire FBU at the county fire au-
thority HQ in opposition to devas-
tating cuts announced.

Unbelievably they propose clos-
ing Leicester Central Fire Station,
responsible for around 1,300 to
1,600 call-outs in the city every year
and Kibworth Fire Station, covering
a wide rural location.

Jobs threat

The money for frontline jobs and
services could be found if there was
a political will. Yet these cuts have
been described as ‘tweaking’ by
those proposing them!

A meeting of the Combined
Fire Authority (CFA) was held in
a spanking new office which cost
around £8 million to build. There is

Leicestershire firefighters protest outside
the swanky £8m building photo Steve Score | _
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also another building at Castle Don-
nington which cost £13 million to
build which isn’t being used.

It is costing the taxpayer £5,000 a
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day to leave it empty. It was meant to
be the new fire control centre for the
East Midlands - part of a government
plan to replace 46 local fire and rescue

control rooms across the country with
nine new regional centres.

The CFA includes seven Labour
councillors but only two voted

against the cuts. If the Labour
councillors responded to Jeremy
Corbyn’s call to resist cuts, they
could use reserves in the CFA
of over £370 million to buy time
and build a massive campaign to
demand more money from the
government.

Campaign

A massive campaign involving the
FBU and the general public is need-
ed to fight these cuts.

Gav Lynch, brigade chair FBU
Leicestershire, reflected the shock
felt at the proposals: “To put them
into context, these cuts, in addition
to the cuts already agreed earlier
this year, amount to 188 operational
posts being removed. That’s one
third of all firefighters in Leices-
tershire Fire and Rescue Service.
Clearly this will have huge implica-
tions on public safety and firefighter
safety.

Nominate Roger Bannister for Unison general secretary
A programme for local government

Roger Bannister
Knowsley local government branch
secretary

Our union is facing huge challenges
posed by a government hell-bent on
imposing austerity. This affects all
sectors of our union, with local gov-
ernment having been particularly
singled out for attacks and cuts by
central government.

For this reason a strategy to de-
fend local government is urgently
needed. Sadly this has been lack-
ing under the current leadership. I
intend to use the general secretary
election as a platform to ignite a
debate about the direction of this
union in fighting to defend ser-
vices and improve pay and condi-
tions.

Our union can no longer continue
to simply accept cuts to funding as
a done deal and hope it will be re-
stored at some indeterminate point
in the future. It must launch a cred-
ible industrial and political strategy
that demands a grant that funds ser-
vices necessary to meet the needs of
the boroughs.

Strike action

On the industrial side the union
must recognise local government is
under attack nationally from cen-
tral government. Only a national
response by the union can hope to
turn the tide.

These cuts cannot be fought
branch by branch, workplace by
workplace. We are a national union
and it is time we started acting like
it!

If elected general secretary I
would begin consultation with
branches and local government
leadership to urgently draw up a
strategy for national industrial ac-
tion in response to further cuts to

local government funding.

The cuts are deeply political in
nature. They require a political re-
sponse.

Jeremy Corbyn was elected on an
anti-austerity platform. The huge
response to his campaign shows
there is a desire for a different kind
of politics.

Council cuts

As a Nalgo (local government un-
ion, now part of Unison) branch
secretary in Liverpool in the 1980s
I was involved in the struggle of
the city council to win back the
millions stolen from the city by
Margaret Thatcher. (See page 11)
As general secretary I would de-
mand a similar approach be taken
by Labour controlled councils.

Where Labour councils imple-
ment cuts I would call on Jeremy
Corbyn to intervene and put pres-
sure on them to oppose austerity.
Any Labour councillors that rebel
against voting for cuts such as Kevin
Bennett (now a TUSC councillor)
did in Warrington should be given
the full support of the union.

For a number of years our union
has held one-day strikes in pursuit
of a better pay claim. During the
balloting process the leadership
has made it clear it would take
more than one day of strike action
to shift the employers. However,
when the time comes this is never
backed up with sustained indus-
trial action.

Pay
Instead our members have been
subjected to a morale sapping cycle
of one-day actions followed by a set-
tlement when the government offers
a few crumbs. We must break with
this cycle.

As well as action to fight for bet-
ter pay we must also take action to

Roger Bannister marching against austerity
with Unison photo Paul Mattsson

defeat the new anti-trade union bill
which will limit our ability to fight if
passed.

Unison is one of the largest un-
ions in the country. It should be

playing the lead role in bringing oth-
er unions together with a strategy of
industrial action for the widest pos-
sible resistance to this attack on our
trade union freedom.

Review: Kill the Bill

Derek McMillan

Do not be misled by the title, it is
not advocating extreme measures
against the police, nor is it about a
Quentin Tarantino film. This pam-
phlet provides a context for the
struggle for workers’ rights against
the attempts of the rich to curtail
them.

lllegal action
In my lifetime, the two most im-
portant struggles which I remem-
ber were not strictly within the law.
When the government imprisoned
five dockers for taking industrial ac-
tion in 1972, it triggered a wave of
wildcat strikes which forced the gov-
ernment into a humiliating climb
down.

And who can forget the battle
against the Poll Tax which not only

The most important
struggles in my lifetime
were not strictly within
the law

defeated the tax but precipitated
the political demise of Margaret
Thatcher.

Jim Horton provides the histori-
cal background to the way in which
the state has been used by the rich to
criminalise working class struggle.

John Mclnally, PCS (civil servants
union) vice-president, writes about
Thatcher’s war against the miners
and the examples of working class

£2.00

solidarity from the past which must
inform our actions in the future.

Bill Mullins provides an excellent
vivid account of the struggles of the
1960s and 1970s.

Workers can win

Rob Williams, chair of the National
Shop Stewards Network (NSSN),
talks about the way ahead and the
prospects for working class strug-
gle. It is a mistake to think that the
working class will roll over and play
dead if the Tories get their way and
impose this draconian legislation.

Kill the Bill: defeat the Tories’

anti-union plans
a new Socialist Party pamphlet

Available from Left Books

PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

020 8988 8789

www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk

Make cheques payable to ‘Socialist Books’

“We don'’t share the fatalistic at-
titude to these threatened laws of
some of cynics and pessimists in
the trade union movement, espe-
cially at the top. If they were to get
onto the statute book, it wouldn't
mean the end of workers’ struggle.
In fact it could open the door to far
more militant action if workers ig-
nore the laws. Actually this is the
reason why some Tories and estab-
lishment figures are uneasy about
Cameron’s proposals.”

And who better than the NSSN to
prod the TUC into action?

M Workplace

[

[News in brief]

B Save our steel

One of the UK’s biggest steel-
making plants, at Redcar on
Teesside, is to stop production
after nearly 100 years, with the
loss of 1,700 jobs. Steelwork-
ers union Community are in
talks with executives of SSl's
Redcar plant after the company
announced its ‘mothballing’.
Protests have taken place on
24 September and at the home
game of Middlesbrough football
club on 27 September. The So-
cialist Party calls on the govern-
ment to nationalise the plant,
safeguarding the up to 9,000
jobs that rely on the production
of steel in the area. The govern-
ment should be playing a proper
role, not just picking up the
pieces.

B Pay freeze binned

The threat of strike action by
Bromley refuse workers in Unite
has ‘doubled their money’ with
an increased pay offer, which
sets an example for other firms
that provide outsourced local
government services. About 100
workers, employed by waste
disposal giant Veolia, had threat-
ened three days of strikes after
overwhelmingly rejecting a one
per cent pay offer - but now after
talks the company’s improved of-
fer of 2% has been accepted. The
stance of the refuse collectors
has been described as a wake-
up call for other companies used
by local authorities in England
that they don’t have to slavishly
adhere to chancellor George Os-
borne’s notional 1% annual pay
cap for public sector workers.

B Reinstate John

A recent workplace meeting
voted about 80% in favour of call-
ing the CWU Leeds No.1 branch
to convene a meeting to organise
industrial action if Royal Mail

do not reinstate John Vasey and
reverse job cuts. There were no
votes against. John, a CWU post-
al rep in Wakefield, West York-
shire has been sacked on what
his work colleagues recognise as
stitched-up charges.

Il Printing strike

Workers at a Leeds printing plate
took part in a 48-hour strike
over a below inflation pay offer.
About 50 employees, members
of Unite at Agfa Graphics, Coal
Road, Seacroft walked out
between 20-22 September. Unite
regional officer Chris Daly said:
“Our members don’t feel that
the management has made any
meaningful effort to engage in
realistic pay talks, especially as
the company is profitable. The
current pay offer is paltry.”
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Hannah Sell
Socialist Party deputy general
secretary

ocialism is back. For dec-
ades the pro-capitalist
establishment politicians
that dominate parliament
have told us that socialism
isirrelevant and outmoded.

Now the official leader of the op-
position has been elected by a land-
slide saying he is fighting for a society
where: “We each care for all, everyone
caring for everybody else - I think it’s
called socialism.”

The Blairite politicians that still
dominate Labour’s machine, backed
by all the forces of the capitalist estab-
lishment, are doing their best to extin-
guish the spark of socialist ideas that
has been lit but, whatever happens in
the Labour Party, they will fail.

Many of the young people who
have been enthused by Jeremy Cor-
byn’s election are anti-austerity, and
perhaps anti-capitalist but not yet so-
cialist. But their first taste of socialist
ideas are - far from being irrelevant
and outmoded - new and exciting to
them.

Jeremy Corbyn

As one young attendee at a Corbyn
election rally put it in the Guardian:
“People say he is an old left winger or
an old Marxist but to my generation
his ideas seem quite new.”

Her generation has been failed by
capitalism. Britain today is a country
where a baby is allowed to die living
homeless with his parents in a car
because they had been evicted from
one property and could not afford the
extortionate deposit for another. It is
a country where more than a million
people are forced to use food banks
to feed themselves and their families.

As one
young
Jeremy
Corbyn
supporter
putit-
‘people say
he’s an old
left-winger,
but to my
generation
his socialist
ideas seem
quite new’

It is a country where young people
are saddled with a life time of debt if
they go to university, have no pros-
pect of secure or affordable housing,
and are largely consigned to low paid,
insecure work.

Anti-austerity

It is the growing rebellion at this end-
less austerity which has led to both
Jeremy Corbyn’s election and the
search for an alternative to capital-
ism. If you look up ‘capitalism’ in the
Collins English Dictionary it suggests
you compare it with the alternative -
‘socialism’

Socialist ideas have been devel-
oped over centuries in the course of
humanity’s fight for a better life. To-
day they remain the only viable al-
ternative in an increasingly unstable
and brutal, capitalist world. It is this
reality that ensures that socialism is
not a spent force but the wave of the
future.

Britain is a rich country. During
four weeks of Jeremy Corbyn’s elec-
tion campaign alone the richest 1,000
people in Britain - with a combined

Hundreds of thousal:lds march against
i austerity June 2015 photo Paul Mattsson

wealth of £547 billion - became £2.3
billion richer.

That £2.3 billion is enough to pay
the grocery bills of all users of food-
banks for at least two years. The prob-
lem in Britain is not a lack of wealth,
but the concentration of that wealth
in a tiny number of hands.

This is also true globally; according
to Oxfam the richest 85 people on
the planet - a double decker bus full
- have the same amount of wealth
as the poorest half of the world’s
population.

Super-rich

It is not much to expect a job with a
living wage, a secure and high-quality
home, and a dignified retirement with
a living income. Yet in 21st century
Britain these are becoming unobtain-
able luxuries for millions.

The obstacle to achieving these
modest aspirations is capitalism: a
system that puts the production of
profit for the few - the millionaire and
billionaire capitalist owners of indus-
try and the resources of society - be-
fore the social needs of the majority

capitalism

In just

four weeks
of 2015
Britain’s
1,000
richest
individuals
became
£2.3 hillion
richer

- the multi-billion poor and working
class throughout the world.

Capitalism is an economic sys-
tem which has the exploitation of
the working class at its heart. Profit,
which provides its driving force is, as
Karl Marx - the founder of scientific
socialism - explained over 150 years
ago, “the unpaid labour of the work-
ing class” From this flows all the in-
equalities of capitalism.

In 2008 capitalism plunged into its
worst crisis since the 1930s, which is
still ongoing. The crisis began in the
finance and banking sector. Yet the
bankers in Britain have received £80
billion in bonuses since 2008.

Meanwhile, in one of the biggest
con-tricks in history the lie was sys-
tematically spread that the crisis was
caused by the public sector and that
the only solution was privatisation,
cuts and austerity. By coincidence the
cuts in public spending so far imple-
mented are around £80 billion.

Tories

The economic crisis is being used by
the Tories, on behalf of the capitalist
class, to pursue a scorched earth poli-
cy against all of the historical gains of
working class people - the elements of
socialism if you like - that remain; the
NHS, the right to claim benefits if you
are in need, pensions, the existence
of council and social housing and so
on. This is an attempt to turn back the
wheel of history to the 1930s, or even
to the Victorian era.

Despite mass opposition - includ-
ing a public sector general strike in
2011 - they have so far gotten away
with the misery of endless austerity.
As the Socialist Party has pointed out,
however, in doing so they have stored
up enormous anger which would,
when it found an outlet, become a
powerful movement against austerity.

In Scotland this was demonstrated

in the independence referendum, in
England it has begun to find a voice in
Jeremy Corbyn’s election.

The capitalist class, however, are
desperate to crush, or if that isn’t pos-
sible in the short term, to imprison
and cow the anti-austerity movement
that has begun. To avoid this requires
mobilising a movement which stands
firmly for the anti-austerity policies
on which Corbyn was elected such as
nationalisation of rail and the energy
companies, a £10 an hour minimum
wage, free education, council house
building, and repeal of the anti-union
laws.

Wealth

It is clear that even these very mod-
est and limited demands are an out-
rage to the capitalist class, who will
fight tooth and nail against any policy
which transfers even a small amount
of wealth from their pockets into the
pockets of the working and middle
classes.

Hence the hysterical indignation
at the supposedly ‘inflation causing’
proposal for ‘Peoples Quantative Eas-
ing’ (QE); whereas QE for the banks
was considered a ‘sensible’ and ‘ra-
tional’ policy. If the QE carried out
so far had been for the people rather
than the banks every family in Britain
would have had an extra £24,000; this
is what is outrageous to big business!

The opposition of the capitalist
class to reforms which are in the in-
terests of the majority is not new; it
has been the case with every gain
our forebears made, from the right
to strike to the NHS. History has re-
peatedly shown that we will never
push society forward by attempting
to reach a ‘reasonable compromise’
with the 1%, but only by standing firm
and mobilising a mass movement in
support of our just and reasonable
demands.

£80 billion
has been
cut from
public
spending,
the same
amount
bankers got
in bonuses
since 2008

N

It is a mistake, for example, for
Jeremy Corbyn to have limited his
proposal for renationalisation of the
railways - supported by 72% of the
population - to a very gradual nation-
alisation which would mean only a
third of railway lines were in public
hands by 2025.

Instead of waiting for the current
franchises to expire we call for im-
mediate renationalisation of the
railways, under democratic working-
class control. Compensation should
be paid to small shareholders but not
a penny should go to the fat cats who
have already made a fortune from our
railway system.

If a Corbyn-led government was
to implement this and other social-
ist policies it would be enormously
popular with the majority, but would
face determined opposition from big
business and the financial markets.
The new shadow chancellor John Mc-
Donnell has rightly said he stands for
the overthrow of capitalism.

Media

When asked by BBC journalist Laura
Kuenssberg if that is what he wanted
he said “it’s already happening, bit by
bit” But it is not possible to gradually
reform capitalism out of existence.

As long as they have power, the
capitalist class will always be relent-
less in taking back any gains won by
the working and middle class as soon
as they get the opportunity - just as
they have spent the last decades try-
ing to snatch back everything gained
by previous generations.

Only by carrying through the pro-
cess of taking control out of the hands
of the capitalists through to its con-
clusion would it be possible to avoid
this. This would mean nationalisa-
tion not just a handful of industries
but the commanding heights of the
economy, in order to create the basis
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the railways
should be
nationalised
immediately
not a penny
should go

to the fat
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for a socialist planned economy, un-
der democratic workers’ control and
management.

The capitalist media will shriek
that this could never work, pointing
to what happened in Russia. But this
supposed ‘failure of socialism’ was
nothing of the kind.

Democracy
For the first time, in an extremely poor
country, in 1917 the working class took
power and initially began to establish
a planned economy under democratic
control. They understood, however,
that it would not be possible to build
a democratic socialist society in one
country, particularly not one as poor
and economically backward as Russia
Workers in other countries did at-
tempt to follow ‘the Russian road’ but
tragically did not succeed, leaving
Russia isolated and allowing its de-
generation into a brutal bureaucratic
dictatorship.

The coming to power of a socialist

socialism TOdavy S_'ug_'i;llr

The Socialist Party’s magazine

The October issue includes:

mJeremy Corbyn - Facing a right-
wing backlash

by Peter Taaffe

mWomen in struggle - Kshama
Sawant answers questions on
Jeremy Corbyn

mldentity politics - Fighting
discrimination and oppression
by Hannah Sell

r

government in Britain or any other
economically advanced country in
the future would be completely differ-
ent. Workers and the population are
more educated, and have access to
modern technology.

Today

They would not allow a greedy, bureau-
cratic elite to usurp power. Real work-
ers’ democracy would mean the elec-
tion of all officials, the right of recall and
for no official to receive more than the
average wage of a skilled worker.

At the same time, if workers in one
country were to break with capitalism
it would not remain isolated, social-
ism would spread like wildfire around
the globe.

The creation of a society which was
able to provide decent housing, free
education and well-paid work for all,
and also began to harness all the tal-
ent and human potential that is wast-
ed under capitalism, would become
unstoppable.
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The Socialist Inbox

Do you have something to say?

Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words
to Socialist Inbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,

or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

The real benefits crisis

A local community worker told me she
was knocking on doors asking people
what were the most important local is-
sues. “Dogs messing on the pavement,”
said one young mother. “My children
keep getting it on their feet if they play
out.”

She had three children under five - and
only one pair of shoes between them.
The community worker found she wasn’t
claiming benefits she was entitled to. All
three children now have a pair of shoes.
Newspapers have big articles when
someone is prosecuted for claiming
benefits they aren’t entitled to, but are
silent on the many more who don’t
claim what they should. This case had a
happy ending - except that the commu-
nity worker is on a short-term contract
so she wouldn’t be able to continue her
work if grants run out.

Jon Dale

Bolsover

Children’s art sold

My neighbour’s little girl is nine and
goes to a junior school academy. | was
admiring some wrapping paper that had
obviously been made in art at school.
“But it’s not hers”, said her mother.
“How come”, | asked? “The school was
selling the wrapping paper and hers had
already been bought by another family.”
What happened to the money? “The
school has it.”

Turning children’s artwork into com-
modities that can be sold for the cof-
fers of the school is immoral. Children
should be able to proudly bring their
own creative endeavours home. And

what of those children whose artwork
didn’t sell?

But it is the logic of bringing the mar-
ket place into education and teaching
the next generation the harsh realities
of capitalism. Education should be free
and part of the local authority with dem-
ocratic control involving pupils, parents
and staff.

Heather Rawling

Leicester

Bring back closed shop

As a trade unionist and socialist | be-
lieve in democracy, the will of the ma-
jority. The highest form of trade union
organisation was the closed shop. If a
union has recognition in the workplace,
and those trade unionists democratical-
ly agree it should be so, then | believe
a condition of employment in that work-
place should include membership of the
appropriate trade union.

Why should any employee benefit from
the union’s negotiations and not be a
member? If an employee is opposed
to trade unions they can easily find
employment in an unrecognised work-
place, although they’re likely to be less
well paid with inferior conditions and
poorer health and safety standards.
Mark Robertson

Unite rep

photo Paul Mattssdn
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Internet voting

After listening to “Today in Parliament”
about the closure of courts around the
country and the Tories’ reasoning be-
hind it, | have a question. If we are per-
mitted to plead guilty and pay our fines
by internet “in the comfort of our own
homes on a Saturday evening” - why are
we not permitted to vote on a union bal-
lot through the internet?

Sally Griffiths

Eccles

Corbyn win’s Spanish echoes
| live in Spain. My son, who always said
he’d never vote for a politician, came
into the room shouting, Corbyn’s in!
Many Spanish people came up to me
that day and said - tell us what has hap-

If we are
permitted
to plead
guilty and
pay our
fines by
internet

- why are
we not
permitted
to vote on
a union
ballot?

pened, it is all over the papers and so-
cial media.

A friend who grew up in Northern Ireland
and married a Chilean refugee said: “For
the first time in years Jeremy Corbyn has
given me something to believe in”. Then
my sister texted from Manchester, say-
ing we have all got personal emails from
Jeremy Corbyn himself thanking us for
our support.

He has got people talking, he is seen as
dangerous within the Labour Party and
the conservative establishment, for all
the fun they make of him. And that has
to be a good thing!

Cathy

Spain

Oppose wars for profit

Unlike most elected Labour councillors
and MPs, the first thing Corbyn did after
being named Labour’s new leader was
to support his class. He addressed a
huge crowd in London to demonstrate
against the racist lies about the refugee
crisis by the government and the media.
Corbyn spelt out the direct connections
between needless wars and the refugee
crisis. If we're ever to get to the root

.
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cause of the immiseration of the global
working class then capitalist wars for
profit must be opposed by all means
possible.

Michael Barker

Leicester

No reply as yet

| received an email appearing as if from
Jeremy himself, inviting me to join the
Labour Party. | replied congratulating
him on his victory and telling him | was
now full of hope and inspiration.

But, | wrote, | would first need to see
that all Labour-led councils refuse to im-
plement any further cuts. | also want to
see Labour become once again a true
party of the working people, fighting to
bring down Cameron and to introduce
socialism into the country, before |
would consider joining.

No reply as yet.

Cathy Taylor

¥
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Exciting times

| was absolutely delighted to hear of
Corbyn’s Labour leadership victory
which shows the public appetite for a
move away from mean-spirited politics.
It is astounding to now hear and read
discussions and debates around
socialist ideas in the mainstream media
following his triumph.

These may be presented with much
scorn in some rags, but still, lights may
continue to switch on in the public’'s
minds in the months to come. Exciting
times for socialism.

Marie O’Connor

Birmingham

We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give
your name, address and phone number.
Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

Lights may
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socialism

Lessons from the past: Liverpool City Council 1983-87

= When the council was elected
big cuts were being made to
council budgets by the Tory
government. How did you avoid
making them?

Between 1979 and 1983 the Tories
had slashed £120 million from
Liverpool City Council’s budget.
In addition to that the outgoing
local Tory-Liberal administration
had left unallocated cuts of £10
million and was making 2,000
redundancies.

We had the choice of either say-
ing there’s nothing we can do and
implementing the cuts or to fight
back. We chose not to implement
the cuts and instead to set a ‘needs
budget; and we launched a fighting
campaign.

So, we were in the position that
councillors are in today, but we took
an entirely different stance.

m Militant supporters were not
actually a majority on the council

- how did your ideas get carried
through?

In those days the local party
determined policy. Militant and

Liverpool: A City That Dared to Fight

By Peter Taaffe and Tony Mulhearn

£11.99 / £14.50 inc p&p

Available from Left Books
PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789
www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk

[
L3
—

L

its predecessors had conducted
a campaign over decades inside
Liverpool Labour Party for the
adoption of socialist policies. And
that’s what the District Labour
Party (DLP) did, it adopted socialist
policies.

And in those days when the
party had determined the policy,
the councillors had to carry it out.
So the DLP concretised what was
contained in Clause IV of the Labour
Party constitution (its socialist
committment) in relation to housing,
jobs and services - all of which the
council then implemented.

= What were the biggest
achievements of the council?
We built 5,000 houses and flats - gar-
dens back and front in many cases.
We demolished some of the worst
housing in Western Europe. We then
cancelled all monetary cuts and re-
dundancies planned by the outgo-
ing council. We built six new nurs-
ery schools. We expanded council
services.

We had apprenticeships for council
jobs. At one stage we had something

The Rise of Militant
By Peter Taaffe
£11.99 / £14.50 inc p&p

Special offer: £24
for both, including
postage
(£5 saving!)

Make cheques payable to ‘Socialist Books’

From 1983 to 1987 Liverpool City Council was led by
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supporters of Militant (predecessor of the Socialist), who
at the time were members of the Labour Party. When
faced with cuts from central government, they refused to
pass them on. Instead, with the slogan “better to break
the law than break the poor” they made huge advances
for working class people in Liverpool. At the same time
they led a mass campaign which successfully demanded
funding back from Thatcher’s government.

We had

the choice
of either
saying
there's
nothing we
can do or to
fight back

Here we reprint an edited version of an interview

I -
like 16,000 workers engaged in
council projects. So in effect we
translated socialism into the language
of jobs, the language of houses, the
language of nursery schools.

= How did the councillors link up
with trade unions and working
class people in the city?

The DLP was a fine, democratic or-
ganisation. It was made up of trade
unions, women’s committees, the
Young Socialists, party branches
and constituency parties, the Co-
ops - all had delegates to the DLP.
And that was the spring board we
used to reach out to wider sections
of the working class.

On that basis we were able to mo-
bilise tens of thousands at the dem-
onstrations. And on three occasions
30,000 council workers took strike
action to defend the policies of the
council.

So this notion peddled by the
right wing in the Labour Party, like
former Labour leader Neil Kinnock
and supported by the capitalist
press, that it was some kind of tiny
group which had captured control
of the council, was nonsense. We

=
-

Some of the houses built by the council
s under construction photo D Sinclair Inset:

_,_'.r::Tony Mulhearn with one of the houses, still
. = standing today photo Harry Smith

s i AR

1.7 October 2015 theSOCIANIST B
Peature*

B - i

3 o el L8 ' - z
l . i Vﬁﬁl’(fjh f Tony and the other councillors leading one of the
- Lq.. -
N |

§ demonstrations supporting the council photo Militant |

5

A 4N HEEEY

Lllll

Ll L P S

couldn’t have achieved what we did
without mass support from the la-
bour movement and wider working
class communities.

m How did the right wing respond
to your success?

They generated a campaign of hys-
teria in the capitalist press.

Thatcher’s minister Norman Teb-
bit used his position in Parliament
to demand of Kinnock - ‘what was
Labour going to do about the Liv-
erpool extremists?’ Bowing to this
pressure Kinnock launched a sav-
age attack on Liverpool at the 1985
Labour Party conference.

Shortly after, Labour’s right wing
suspended the DLP, this was pre-
ceded by the unelected District Au-
ditor’s decision to fine and remove
the 47 fighting Labour councillors
from office.

Kinnock then proceeded to con-
duct the most horrendous witch-hunt
against not only Militant support-
ers but also any lefts who supported
building houses and creating jobs.

Nonetheless the socialist legacy
of that movement continues in
Liverpool to this day.

Bt ri-'.: i.

carried out last year with Tony Mulhearn, one of the
councillors and leaders of the movement.

Now, no Labour council has acted in such a way. The
Labour Party structures that Tony describes as vital in
holding the councillors to account have been destroyed.
The interview gives an idea of what is possible when
socialists are elected and also of the need for Jeremy
Corbyn to re-democratise the Labour Party to give
those who support his anti-cuts stand a say in the
politics of the party's elected representatives.
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In those
days

when the
party had
determined
the policy,
the
councillors
had to carry
it out
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Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC)
Central in the battle for a
working class anti-austerity voice

Sarah Wrack
Editor of the Socialist

‘ ‘ ay you live in
interesting
times”  said
Dave Nellist,
chair of the

Trade Unionist and Socialist Coa-

lition (TUSC), in opening its 2015

conference. This old Chinese curse

is fitting for the Labour Party right
wingers who thought the continua-
tion of ‘politics as usual’ was guar-
anteed. They have had this view
shattered by the surprise landslide
victory of Jeremy Corbyn for the

Labour leadership - which formed

the background to the conference.

Over 200 people attended the
event in central London, repre-
senting dozens of TUSC groups
and all of the constituent parts of
the anti-cuts electoral alliance.

With serious and fraternal debate,

the conference firmly asserted that

TUSC has a vital role to play in the

new political situation opened up

by Corbyn’s win - which formed
the basis for the main session.

Labour affiliation

The first platform speaker - presi-
dent of the transport union RMT,
Peter Pinkney - attempted to put to
bed any doubt over the RMT’s con-
tinued official support for TUSC.
He said “it’s wonderful that Corbyn
and McDonnell are in” but pointed
to the fact that they are still sur-
rounded by many right wingers, in-
cluding some in the shadow cabi-
net. “What if the RMT re-affiliated
to Labour and then in 12 months
Corbyn is ousted and replaced by a
rightwinger?”

Peter also raised some concerns
about Corbyn’s plans. The RMT
has consistently argued for the im-
mediate renationalisation of the
railways. Corbyn has stepped back
from his previous support for this
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The opening sessons, from I-r Will
McMahon, Peter Pinkney, Peter
Taaffe, Charlie Kimber and Dave
Nellist photo Paula Mitchell

Trad e Unionist &
Socialist Coalition

www.tusc.org.uk

and suggests renationalising them
only as the franchises run out. To
thunderous applause Peter re-
sponded: “Do what we did in 1945
- take them back, and take them

1

back now!

There are now two
parties contained within
the Labour Party - and

a splitis likely at some
stage.

Peter Taaffe, general secretary of
the Socialist Party, said that there
are now two parties contained
within the Labour Party - and that
a split is likely at some stage. “It’s
not a matter of if the right wing will
strike, but when,” he pointed out,
saying that they hope to first dis-
credit Corbyn. So it is essential that
the forces that support Corbyn are
strengthened at every level of the
movement.

In this sense, the national anti-
cuts force that has been estab-
lished by TUSC is more essential
than ever. Peter showed that this

TUSC during the 2015 general
election campaign photo Paul
Mattsson

is particularly the case given the
obstacles that Corbyn support-
ers are facing. “The Corbyn surge
is looking for a way forward and
they won'’t find it in the current
Labour Party structures.” There is
a lack of local meetings where de-
bates can take place, new members
don’t have a vote for their first six
months, and fundamentally “the
machine is still in the hands of the
right.”

Given this, Corbyn has to be sup-
ported from outside the Labour
Party as well - including by TUSC
standing in elections against cuts-
making Labour candidates. Peter
said “if we don’t stand, we are al-
lowing them to cut unchallenged.
We have no right to allow workers
to lose their jobs.”

Anti-austerity
Peter was followed by Charlie

Kimber, national secretary of the
Socialist Workers’ Party. Corbyn’s
victory confirms, he said, what
TUSC has argued - that the mood
against austerity is as strong here
as it is in Greece or Spain. “We
should be with Jeremy Corbyn
against the right. But that doesn’t
mean joining the Labour Party,
it means continuing to develop a
socialist alternative.”

The final platform speaker was
Will McMahon of the Independent

Socialist Network (ISN). Will
emphasised again the importance
of Corbyn’s victory: “A battle is
about to commence. On the one
side is Jeremy Corbyn and his
supporters and on the other is the
class enemy.”

Dave Nellist, who was a Labour
Party MP in Coventry from 1983-
92, commented that he has been
asked by many people since the
leadership election if he will be re-
joining Labour: “And I tell them,
it’s great that there’s a Corbyn-led
Labour Party. But Coventry doesn’t
have a Corbyn-led Labour Party...
the Labour council there are plan-
ning the next round of cuts... So
there’s still a role for TUSC.

With serious and fraternal
debate, the conference
firmly asserted that TUSC
has a vital role to play in
the new political situation
opened up by Corbyn’s
win - which formed the
basis for the main session

This point was echoed through-
out the rest of the day. RMT mem-
ber Sean Hoyle pointed at the TUSC
banner: “Look at that banner, ‘no
to austerity’ - that’s what we think.
And I still don’t think that’s what
the Labour Party thinks.

Warrington TUSC councillor
Kevin Bennett laughed that, de-
spite him resigning from the La-
bour Party in February, he was the
only Warrington councillor who
supported Corbyn in the leader-
ship race. “If all Labour councils

=

Standing room only at the
conference photo Dave Nellist
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stood against cuts, what a message
that would send. It could bring the
Tories to their knees.”

However, not all speakers were
so unequivocal about needing to
press for a principled opposition
to all cuts. Jenny Sutton, a member
of the Socialist Workers Party who
has stood for TUSC a number of
times in Tottenham, correctly ar-
gued in favour of a united front ap-
proach - TUSC supporters working
together with those who have been
enthused by Corbyn’s campaign
and have joined Labour. But she
also said that “there
can’t be any hard and
fast rules - that they
have to be in the La-
bour Party or have to
be out of the Labour
Party or have to be op-
posed to all cuts.”

Anti-cuts

The Socialist Party
would argue that be-
ing openly 100% anti-
cuts is an essential
basis for a united front
approach. Taking a
firm no-cuts line is the
best lever to pressure
others in the move-
ment to act.

Suzanne Muna, a Socialist Party
member who sits on the execu-
tive of Unite the Union, explained
(in a personal capacity) how Unite
ended up supporting Corbyn (they
were initially expected to back
Andy Burnham). “The Labour Link
was under big threat at Unite rules
conference - my branch was one of

The Socialist Party would
argue that being openly
100% anti-cuts is an
essential basis for a
united front approach.
Taking a firm no-cuts
line is the best lever to
pressure others in the
movement to act

Unite
executive
member
Suzanne
Muna photo
Paula Mitchell

those that submitted a resolution
calling for disaffiliation.”

Suzanne explained that it was
this threat that made the executive
vote to back Corbyn - that if they
didn’t, people like her would “get
their way”.

The second session concentrated
on the 2016 council elections. Clive
Heemskerk from the TUSC steering
committee set out that these elec-
tions would have been important
because of the huge cuts facing
local government, and the powers
councils have to resist them. But
following Corbyn’s
victory they are even
more so - there is now
no excuse for Labour
councillors to be vot-
ing for cuts against
their leader’s anti-cuts
mandate.

Councillors

The handful of TUSC
councillors who have
presented alternative
needs-based budgets
to councils have car-
ried out pioneering
work - of which TUSC
should be proud, Clive
said. He listed the
ways in which councils refusing to
implement the cuts has been made
easier since the heroic stand of the
Liverpool City Council in the 1980s
(see page 11).

Clive encouraged all local TUSC
groups to make full use of the TUSC
model letter to councillors (asking
to meet with them to discuss joint
campaigning against cuts and for
no-cuts budgets) as a real cam-
paign tool. “National events will be
clarifying the dividing lines in the
Labour Party. But we need to work
out on the ground who is prepared
to fight.”

This approach was widely sup-
ported from the floor. Wayne Nay-
lor, a former councillor in Leicester
who left the Labour Party to make
a stand against cuts, talked about
putting forward an alternative
budget there. “We put it forward
with a lot of pride. No one support-
ed us in the council so we took the
message out to the streets in the
TUSC election campaign.”’

Socialist Party member Nancy
Taaffe recounted the battle of the
residents of Fred Wigg and John
Walsh towers in Waltham Forest,

who are resisting ‘regeneration’ of
their estate (see page 3).

Sonia, the leader of the cam-
paign, has written to Jeremy Cor-
byn asking for him to intervene to
stop the Labour council’s plans.
Nancy argued that, if Corbyn
adopts an approach of putting uni-
ty inside the Labour Party over all
else, he will be unlikely to do this.
“We have to stand with the working
class every time. We're with Cor-
byn, but we’re with Sonia first.”

The final session of the day dis-
cussed what position TUSC should
take to the referendum on Euro-
pean Union (EU) membership.
John Reid from the RMT council of
executives stated clearly the RMT’s
position, which is that the EU is an
anti-working class capitalist club.
The RMT AGM this year agreed to
campaign for a progressive ‘No’
coalition.

European Union

Socialist Party deputy general
secretary Hannah Sell agreed,
calling for a “socialist, intern-
ationalist, anti-racist campaign
that highlights the international
interests of the working class.”

She demonstrated the various
ways that the EU damages the in-
terests of workers - enabling the
bosses to pay lower wages to work-
ers from other countries, demand-
ing further privatisation of public
services, etc.

We cannot, Hannah argued,
leave the ground open to
reactionary right-wing forces such
as Ukip to be the sole voice of the
‘No’ campaign.

Mark Thomas, speaking for the
Socialist Workers Party, agreed
with the first two speakers. The
EU was central, he said, in forcing
austerity on Greece “taking up the
mantle of what the IMF have done
for decades to neo-colonial coun-
tries.” Referencing the Syrian tod-
dler who was pictured drowned in
the Mediterranean, Mark put paid
to the lie that the EU ensures free-
dom of movement - “look at Aylan
Kurdi.”

The ISN has a different position
to the rest of the constituent parts
of TUSC. Ed Potts argued that a po-
sition of ‘exit with socialist policies’
is inadequate because it will not

The final
session

of the day
discussed
what
position
TUSC
should
take to the
referendum
on the
European
Union
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be an option on the ballot paper. A
withdrawal from the EU would be
a victory for reactionary forces, he
said. In response to points on the
role of the EU in imposing auster-
ity in Greece and elsewhere, Ed
argued that campaigning for Brit-
ain to unilaterally exit from the EU
would be ‘deserting our European
brothers and sisters:.

In the vote that followed the dis-
cussion only nine of those present
voted against the motion from the
TUSC steering committee. The mo-
tion agreed to register as a ‘per-
mitted participant’ in the referen-
dum to conduct an independent
campaign against EU membership
(while guaranteeing the right of
TUSC supporters who wish to do
so to campaign in a different way
and produce their own material).

Free movement

Those who spoke from the floor
generally agreed. For example,
Vladimir Bortun, a Romanian liv-
ing and working in Britain, com-
mented that although it could be
said that he had personally ben-
efitted from Britain’s membership
of the EU, he was still in favour of
campaigning to exit. “We can sup-
port free movement without sup-
porting the EU.

Judy Beishon of the Socialist
Party’s executive committee disa-
greed with the ISN and said that
it is not automatic whose victory
a ‘No’ vote would be. She said that
we need to differentiate between
the motivations of the working
class who will vote against EU
membership and the motivations
of the ‘No’-campaigning right-
wing and Ukip. The EU is seen
as “remote, undemocratic and a
gravy train.” A vote against the EU
could well be seen as a vote against
the establishment and against the
government.

The motions passed at the con-
ference will now be referred to
the national steering committee
of TUSC. The event set a firm ba-
sis to move forward towards May
and beyond, ensuring that TUSC
continues to place itself central in
the struggles of workers and young
people and the battle for a mass
working class, anti-austerity politi-
cal voice.

Visit the TUSC

website

tusc.org.uk

Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition
(TUSC) is an electoral alli-

groups are
active all over "
the country - - visi
the website and getin

d
touch to get involved,
including by thinking
about standing as
a candidate
yourself

ance involving the RMT trans-
port union, the Socialist Party,
other socialist groups and leading
members of other trade unions. In
May TUSC stood over 130 candi-
dates in the general election
and over 600 in the local
elections.




heSOCIANISE 1-7 october 2015

1-7 october 2015 theSOCIANIST

14

Interna.tiona,l@

. B photo Senan

USA: Socialists breaking ‘political stagnation’
Socialist Alternative Seattle city councillor, Kshama Sawant (above), is
seeking re-election on 3 November. Socialist Alternative (co-thinkers of
the Socialist Party) and Kshama have been to the fore in successfully
championing a $15 an hour minimum wage, and campaigning for rent
controls against the vested interests of big business and its Democratic
Party allies in the city.

A recent New York Times article discussing ‘third parties’ said: “It’s no
coincidence that the newest third-party politician elected to office, the
Seattle city councillor Kshama Sawant of the Socialist Alternative party,
rode to victory in 2013 in part by calling for a $15 minimum wage. Now
that movement is going mainstream, with a number of cities following
suit. Third-party movements in America have helped break political
stagnation and enable the country to shift direction at critical times.”
Socialist Alternative added: “What’s causing ‘political stagnation’ is an
establishment that puts corporate profits over our communities. We can
see this on full display in education.

“The Washington State Legislature has handed over billions to Boeing
in tax handouts and created 600 corporate tax loopholes, all while short
changing our children and educators by billions, forcing Seattle teachers
to go on strike.

“Seattle’s richest 1%... is absolutely dedicated to defeating Kshama and
any movements of the 99%. They see unseating Kshama as instrumental
in solidifying the Democrat-run City Council as a compliant body to
advance corporate interests.”

The campaign for rent controls to make housing affordable is also
gaining ground in the election. Kshama commented: “Nothing would
upset the real estate industry more than to see the only city council
member who can’t be bought re-elected and ready to continue the fight
for affordable housing”.

HEKshama condemned the Obama sanctioned recent visit of China’s
dictatorial president Xi Jinping to the USA, starting in Seattle. She
denounced the systematic violation of human rights, democratic rights
in general, and workers’ rights in particular by the Chinese government
and US corporations operating in China.
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Kazakhstan: workers solidarity action

On 28 September a protest took place outside the London office

of Kaz Minerals plc, demanding action to alleviate the suffering of
that company’s workers and its victimisation of activists.

A representative of the workers, Berik Zhagiparov is in London

as a guest of the National Shop Stewards Network (NSSN - www.
shopstewards.net) and individual unions. Berik is drawing attention
to the fact that every month, on average, two workers are being
killed working for Kaz Minerals in Zhezkazgan.

Workers’ wages have also been reduced, meaning they can’t support
their families. Workers who speak out about their wages and conditions
have been illegally sacked.

See also www.campaignkazakhstan.org

tU MINISTERS
oJUABBLE WHILE
REFUGEES DROWN

Steve Score

s the horrors facing mil-

lions of refugees multi-

ply, the splits between

the leaders of the Euro-

pean Union (EU) dem-
onstrate their inability to solve the
crisis. People fleeing the devasta-
tion of war, repression and poverty,
caused by political instability and
capitalism, face nightmare journeys
in an attempt to reach what they
hope is safety.

On the way thousands have
drowned in the Mediterranean and
thousands more have come up
against razor wire fences, tear gas
and police violence as they are im-
peded on their route.

Pictures of the plight of these
refugees have resulted in a wave of
support from many people across
Europe, but their governments have
not shown the same sympathy.

On 22 September - after months of
arguing between the different min-
isters inside the EU and against the
opposition in particular of the east-
ern European governments - they
decided on a new quota scheme to
distribute 120,000 refugees across
Europe. 66,000 are to be ‘shared out’
this year and the rest a year later.
Even as this was passed senior EU
diplomats were being quoted as
saying it will never be implemented.

The British government stands
aloof from this, with Prime Minister
Cameron only pledging to take
20,000 from inside Syria over five
years. But this compares to the
480,000 refugees that have made it
to Europe so far this year. Millions
more refugees remain outside
Europe.

An estimated two million are in
Turkey for example.

The EU leaders all wish to main-
tain ‘Fortress Europe, but are split
on how many to allow in.

‘Hotspots’
Their main plan, to date, is to spend
more money (although still inade-
quate) on aid to refugees in camps
outside Europe and to increase
funding to transit countries
in the hope they can prevent

more refugees coming in.

EU ministers want to estab-
lish ‘hotspots, ie detention
centres, in Italy and Greece
to process large numbers of
asylum claims, while beefing

up coastguard and border re-
gimes (Frontex) on the south-
ern edge of Europe.

At the same time they are fin-
gerprinting refugees as they arrive
in ITtaly and Greece in an attempt
to contain them to their allocated

photo Paul Mattsson
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destinations and deport those they
deem as ‘economic migrants’ rather
than refugees.

This will not work. Whatever bar-
riers are placed in their way, the
desperation caused by the appalling
situations in their home countries
pushes people on.

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
pointed out that unless the war in
Syria ends, there could be millions
more on their way.

One of the central reasons for
these mass movements of people is
the military interventions of western
governments in Iraq, Afghanistan
and Libya for imperialist motives,
notably ‘regime change, but carried
out under the pretext of ‘stopping
terrorism’ and for ‘democracy’

These military campaigns have
created further instability and even
more repression, allowing reaction-
ary sectarian movements such as
Isis to grow.

Yet the refugee crisis is being used
to argue for further military action
by western governments. France
has already started bombing mis-
sions inside Syria, and Cameron
also wants to extend action from
Iraq to Syria.

New fault lines are being opened
up within the EU, already divided
over the economic crisis.

On the one hand EU governments
want to keep out as many refugees
as they can, but on the other they
want to maintain the ‘free move-
ment of labour’ within the so-called
‘Schengen zone’ in order to allow
the maximum exploitation of work-
ers within Europe.

However, this huge movement of
refugees is threatening the Schen-

Public sympathy with the piight of refugees has

not been matched by EU leaders photo Paul Mattsson -

gen agreement. Germany, which is
short of labour, opened up one of its
borders to the new wave of refugees
but then closed it very quickly.

Ultimately, lasting solutions
to wars, sectarian violence and
poverty can only be achieved by
ending imperialism and capitalism
internationally.

Revolutionary struggle

To that end, united movements of
the working class and poor need
to be built - such as were glimpsed
during the ‘Arab spring’ revolution-
ary movements of 2011.

These movements must be en-
couraged and embraced by the
workers’ movement in the advanced
capitalist countries.

- e N

In the meantime, the right to asy-
lum must be defended within Eu-
rope. Resources need to be directed
to helping refugees.

But at the same time, resources -
which could come from the current-
ly untaxed profits and assets of the
super-rich and giant corporations
- need to be used to deal with the
problems facing all working class
people within Europe.

Deploying such resources would
also cut across resentment being
whipped up by right-wing politi-
cians and organisations against new
arrivals. This means action on hous-
ing, low pay, jobs and services. The
big business governments of Europe
will not be able to deliver on that -
only a socialist movement can.

Hungary’s xenophobic right-wing government

The Hungarian government
led by Viktor Orban has been
the most vociferous of any
EU state in blocking the
northward flow of refugees.
Tilman M Ruster, SLP (CWI,
Austria), examines Orban’s
regime.

Since 15 September, Hungary has
been in a state of emergency. The
leader of the right-wing Fidész party,
Prime Minister Viktor Orban, an-
nounced it in order to “protect the
borders”. Along with building a razor
wire fence along the border with Ser-
bia, he announced harsh measures
against refugees, including the set-
ting up of “transit zones” which lay
outside EU laws.

Under pressure from the neo-
fascist Jobbik opposition, Orban has
gone all-out to spread fear about ref-
ugees and the idea of Hungary being
a “besieged fortress”. He connects
his agitation against immigrants
with agitation against Roma people.

Orban’s re-election in 2010 was
based on racism and nationalist
resistance to the EU and the Troika
(European Union ministers, Europe-
an Central Bank, International Mon-
etary Fund).

In 2008 the former social-dem-
ocratic government accepted the

Viktor Orban

first bailout/austerity package in the
course of the international financial
crisis. Hungary had been hit hard
by the crisis. Orban got elected us-
ing strong rhetoric against the Troika
and the widely hated social demo-
crats.

Although his ultimate goal is to
save capitalism, Orban likes to por-
tray himself as a fighter against
banks and big business.

Power
Ultimately, Orban’s power is based
on three pillars: the establishment of
authoritarian rule, playing off various
imperialist powers at international
level against each other, and, in
particular, the recent inability of the
opposition to build a real alternative
and organise effective resistance.
Approximately 40% of the elector-
ate did not vote in the last elections.

And while Fidész won a parliamenta-
ry majority in 2014, its 44.5% share
of the vote was down on the 52.7%
achieved in 2010.

Fidész holds all positions of pow-
er. Freedom of the press is restricted
in Hungary. Add to that the constitu-
tional and electoral counter-reforms,
as well as attacks in the cultural
field.

Most crucially, however, is the
struggle of the government against
the trade unions and the rights of
the workers’ movement. Every strike
must first be approved by a Fidész-
loyal court, which basically is never
the case.

Various forms of employment
are used to undermine the already
extremely low minimum wage. And
attacks have been made on the pay-
ment of union fees by employers and
the state.

A new workers’ party is needed
in Hungary to formulate a pro-
gramme and to organise mass op-
position. The foundation of such a
party could begin around a 24-hour
general strike, when the demands
from the initiatives around issues
like refugees rights, freedom of the
press, internet control, and resist-
ance to housing evictions would be
absorbed.

Full article on
www.socialistworld.net
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[Wha.t we stand for]

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the

needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts

and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must

be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions.

M No to privatisation and the Private
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise
all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and run them
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives
of service workers and users.

M Free, publicly run, good quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘Free schools’!

M A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out private contractors!

B Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on
an environmentally sustainable basis,
to provide good quality homes with
low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate
step towards a real living wage. For an
annual increase in the minimum wage
linked to average earnings.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers

to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

B An immediate 50% increase in the
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For
fighting trade unions, democratically
controlled by their members. Full-time
union officials to be regularly elected
and receive no more than a worker’s
wage. Support the National Shop
Stewards Network.

B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay.

ENVIRONMENT
B Major research and investment into

replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy and into ending the problems
of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.

M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.

M A democratically planned, low fare,
publicly owned transport system, as
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

RIGHTS

M Oppose discrimination on the
grounds of race, sex, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

M Repeal all laws that trample over
civil liberties. For the right to protest!
End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman'’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

M For a new mass workers’ party
drawing together workers, young
people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

M Trade unions to disaffiliate from the
Labour Party now and aid the building
of a new workers’ party! Support the
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition
as an important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
B No to imperialist wars and
occupations.

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and
the banking system that dominate
the British economy, and run them
under democratic working class
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of
proven need.

M A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of
the overwhelming majority of people,
and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

M No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

www.socialistparty.org.uk

02089888777
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a weekend of discusion and debate, 7 & 8 November, central London
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5 CALLING ALL:®

A WO N T AW e T e

debate is taking place -
how can we fight austerity,
can it be stopped, what is

the alternative, who are our
allies in this struggle, who are our
enemies, what type of world do we
want to live in, what can we learn
from the history of resistance, what
can we learn from Greece and other
movements against austerity.

This debate is taking place on
campuses, in workplaces, in meet-
ings, in the pub.

Socialism 2015 will bring together
around 1,000 people - involved in
both the debate and the movement.
Among them will be students, trade
union activists, housing activists,
long-standing socialist fighters from
the days of Militant (forerunner of
the Socialist Party who were ex-
pelled from Labour for standing with

the working class), people who are
new to socialist ideas and curious,
and many, many more.

We will discuss and debate ideas
and how they can help guide the
mass anti-austerity movement we
need to build.

Who was Leon Trotsky and why
is everyone who challenges the
Blairites dubbed a Trotskyist? Is
Marxism still a relevant tool for anti-
capitalism?

And what can we learn from each
other - people who 20 years ago
played leading roles in the anti-poll
tax movement that led to Thatcher’s
downfall, people who are today
playing a pioneering role to organise

unorganised super-exploited workers,

and others both suffering from and
fighting the vicious austerity agenda.

Socialism 2015 is a weekend of discussion and debate on how to fight austerity and
change the world. It takes place in London on 7 and 8 November.

Keynote speakers so far include:

® Socialist Party general secretary PETER TAAFFE, author of Marxismin Today's World and
The Rise of Militant,

® PAUL MURPHY, Anti-Austerity Alliance TD (MP) in Ireland and leading figure in the
campaign of mass non-payment against the water charges,

® JAWAD AHMAD, singer and activist in the International Workers and Youth Movement in
Pakistan,

©® ANDROS PAYIATSOS, Greek socialist from Xekinima, at the heart of mass struggles

against austerity, and

@ HANNAH SELL, leading socialist activist and author of Socialism in the
21st Century.
DON'T MISS IT! 10% off ticket prices until 6 November
771366796210
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