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are on the
line, but the call to nation-
alise Tata is growing louder
and the political pressure on

Cameron to act is building!

In recent days, politicians of all the establish-
ment parties in Cardiff and London are moving
their positions, but we have to keep the heat on
them. On 2 April hundreds came on a ‘National-
ise Tata’ demonstration in Port Talbot organised
by the trade union rank and file National Shop
Stewards Network (NSSN).

On 4 April, NSSN national chair and Socialist
Party member Rob Williams spoke at a lobby of
the specially recalled Welsh Assembly to discuss
the steel crisis:

“We marched around the simple demand that
steel be nationalised to keep the furnaces firing
in Port Talbot and around the UK. That is the
only solution. Not to bribe another vulture capi-
talist to asset strip the company.

Tata reckon the business is losing £1 million a
day. But that’s just half what Osborne gave to the
super-rich in tax cuts in the budget. It’s nothing
when you consider the social costs of the steel-
works closing.

Assembly members should vote through a
motion calling on Westminster to immediately
nationalise Tata.

Labour Welsh First Minister Carwyn Jones
seems to be coming round to nationalisation,
on a temporary basis. But the industry should be
permanently nationalised along with the other
privatised industries like rail and energy.

We need a real socialist economic strategy. As
we protest here, Tata union reps are meeting in

——

London.
Let’s give
them the
confidence
to take the
action that is
necessary to
keep the furnaces firing, to keep the steelworks

1”7

going, to keep the communities alive!

B Save steel editorial - page 10

B Interview with redundant Rotherham steel
worker - page 6

B “My hometown lost its soul when the steel-
works closed” - page 11

NSSN public meeting: ‘Nationalise Tata - keep
the furnaces firing!” Wednesday 13 April
7.30pm, Grand Hotel (opposite train station)
Port Talbot, south Wales

Main photo: Grubb/Creative
Commons Inset: on the NSSN
demo photo Ken Smith
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NHS
SOS

Some parts of the NHS will now
have to pay market-rate rents on
their facilities.

Tory chancellor George Osborne
has driven through the change at
NHS Property Services, which owns
around 10% of NHS estate. Bosses
claim this is just a redistribution
within the NHS, which they will
invest in improving buildings. But
one expert at property advisers
Savills said “NHS England will be
out of pocket.”

The fact that moving to market
rents smoothes any future transition
from public to private ownership is
no doubt coincidental.

B Only 56% of London ambulances
arrived at top-priority ‘red’ calls
within their eight-minute target in
February. Staff shortages meant
6,000 fewer hours of patient care
during the month.

The London Ambulance Service
is already in special measures. The
Socialist fights to reverse all cuts
and privatisation in the NHS.

.

@

editors@
socialistparty.org.uk

Tellus
your
view

B Taxi taxes

International taxi firm Uber is
registered in a tax haven, a
revelation so dazzlingly predictable
it’s hardly even news.

The corporation shunts profits
between various subsidiaries,
ending up in Bermuda. Uber’s gang-
master exploitation of casual ‘crowd
work’ drivers has provoked several
unionisation efforts. Black cab
drivers in London have gridlocked
streets to protest against Uber
undercutting fares for skilled work.

B Facebook could spend years not
paying UK corporation tax, due to
£21 million of deferred tax relief.
According to the Independent, the
social network is structured so it
could be liable for as little as £4
million a year. Facebook’s quarterly
global profits are £1 billion.
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A Trade Unionist and Socialist Coa-
lition (TUSC) councillor in War-
rington, Cheshire, is calling on his
local NHS trust not to implement
the new junior doctors’ contract.

Councillor Kevin Bennett, a mem-
ber of the Socialist Party, has been to
the fore in defending junior doctors
in his area, visiting picket lines and
building trade union solidarity. As
part of this, he wrote an open letter
to the chief executive and boards of
Warrington and Halton Hospitals
Foundation Trust.

The Tory government has threat-
ened to financially punish trusts
which do not implement the con-
tract. But a concerted industrial and
community campaign could push
them back.

We publish an extract from
Kevin’s letter below.

{(I'm writing to you as a borough
councillor and trade unionist who
was on the doctors’ picket line.

None of the 152 foundation trust
hospitals in England will be obliged
to force their junior doctors to ac-
cept the ‘deal’ this government is
threatening to impose, and can
instead offer them better terms.

J5C COUNC

LOR SAYS
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Therefore, I am asking you to com-
mit publicly to not implementing
Jeremy Hunt’s contract.

More than half of the NHS bosses
named on a letter advising the gov-
ernment to do “whatever necessary”
to resolve the dispute with junior
doctors have said they are against
the imposition of the new contracts.
Jeremy Hunt'’s contract is iniquitous,
unnecessary and potentially dan-
gerous for patients and staff.

The Department of Health con-
firmed that foundation trusts, which
are semi-independent of NHS con-
trol, could not be compelled to in-
troduce the contract. “Foundation
trusts are not mandated to bring in
the new contract. They can negoti-
ate locally.”

A growing number of medical or-
ganisations are warning that Hunt’s
move will worsen the NHS'’s short-
age of medical staff.

You will already have had a letter
from the junior doctors’ leader, Dr
Johann Malawana, which shares all
these concerns. Please let me know
you will be addressing them by rul-
ing out implementing Jeremy Hunt'’s
contract. )

Housing crisis hacks

Dan Celardi
Private tenant

Labour councils in London have sat
on their hands as the national hous-
ing crisis grips their boroughs. Now
they resort to cooking the books and
‘pop-up homes’ to cover it up.

As part of the ‘caring conservative’
image David Cameron tries to fash-
ion for himself, he announced at
last year’s Tory conference: “I don’t
want you just to have a roof over
your head - I want you to have a roof
of your own.”

His statement has not been
matched in deeds. Homelessness
has gone up by a third since the To-
ries came to power in 2010.

The number of families living in
temporary accommodation has ris-
en by over 100%. And young people
are being forced to live with our par-
ents, or in squalor, because that is all
we can afford on our meagre wages.

Camden council in north London
has changed its rules to purge 22,000
households - 80% - off its housing
waiting list. One of the rule changes
was to allow living and dining rooms
tobe classified as potential bedrooms
when assessing overcrowding.

Lewisham council in south Lon-
don spent £4.3 million erecting 24
pre-fabricated homes as a tempo-
rary step while long-term strategies
are developed. Yet with 9,000 on the
waiting list, and 540 of those cur-
rently staying in B&Bs, this is a far
cry from what is needed.

Cosmetic measures will not ad-
dress the issue. A mass programme
of council house building is need-
ed, and rents must be capped to a
democratically decided, genuinely
affordable level.

Any council taking these de-
mands forward would find a pleth-
ora of supporters in their communi-
ties - an army of activists, ready to
wage a national campaign to take
the money from the 1% to solve the
housing crisis.

B London councils’ policy of
shunting homeless families out

of the city has resulted in child
neglect, abuse and death. According
to the Independent, authorities
moved at least 64,704 families out
of the capital between July 2011
and June 2015. The news website
reckons that councils don’t notify
social services in the new area in at
least a third of cases.

he first European Union (EU)
boats deporting refugees
arrived in Turkey from Greece on
4 April.

Europe’s capitalist powers have
struck a deal with the viciously
authoritarian Erdogan regime. The
EU offloads those fleeing war and
terror - caused in part by its own
= foreign policy - to Turkey. In return,
Turkey sends the EU ‘legitimate’
migrants, and receives billions of
euros towards further militarising
its borders.

What happens to refugees
once Turkey receives them is
unclear. What we do know is that
Turkey’s President Erdogan is

implementing brutal austerity,
and responds to dissent with
bloody police repression.

The Socialist condemns the
deportations, which are only
the EU’s latest thuggery against
refugees. Reverse all cuts - fund
homes and jobs for all. Stop
attacks on migrants. Vote to leave
the bosses’ racist, neoliberal EU.

WU AL

B The Socialist will respond in
more detail to this latest chapter in
the refugee crisis in our next issue

B Read more - ‘Refugee
crisis: cruel capitalist regimes
responsible’ socialistparty.org.uk

Desperate refugees risk their lives
at sea, and the EU turns them back
photo Wikimedia/Creative Commons

TUSC has applied to be the
‘official’ campaign for leaving
the EU photo Paul Mattsson
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The Trade Unionist and Socialist
Coalition (TUSC) has launched
what the BBC called a “surprise bid”
to be the official Leave campaign
in June’s referendum on European
Union (EU) membership.

TUSC is a 100% anti-austerity elec-
toral alliance including transport un-
ion RMT and the Socialist Party.

TUSC had been arguing that the
Electoral Commission should not
choose an official campaign for the
Leave side, and had written a formal
letter to the Commission setting out
its reasons.

But Clive Heemskerk, TUSC'’s na-
tional election agent, explained the
Commission replied “saying ‘it would
not be appropriate’ to meet us.

“So we have put in our own appli-
cation - and, as the BBC report says,
it is a serious one. We believe that
the segment of big business inter-

N"SURPRISE BID'
AL EXIT LEAD

ests represented by the reactionary
Leave campaigns is already more
than ‘adequately represented’ in
the EU debate. Our constituency of
working class voters is not.

“The reality is that either of the
Vote Leave or ‘Grassroots’ Out cam-
paigns will be too easily dealt with
by the equally big business-domi-
nated ‘Britain Stronger in Europe’
Remain campaign, because they all
operate within the same economic
and political framework.

“TUSC, on the other hand, would
provide an anti-austerity, anti-racist
and socialist campaign. That would
offer a far greater challenge to EU
supporters than the reactionary
Leave campaigns ever could.”

Socialist Party member and
former Labour MP Dave Nellist,
who is now national chair of TUSC,
said: “I issue a challenge to Boris

Johnson, Michael Gove, Nigel
Farage or any other leading figures
in the ‘Vote Leave’ and ‘Grassroots
Out’ organisations.

“Before the Electoral Commission
makes its decision on 14 April, let’s
have a public debate. Who should be
the voice of Leave? Trade unionists
and socialists - or bankers, Tories
and ex-Tories?”

B Aaron Banks, the multi-million
ex-Tory who funds Ukip and pledged
£3.5 million to ‘Grassroots’ Out,
appears in the ‘Panama Papers’ (see
page 16). Do tax avoiders like Banks,
who is worth at least £200 million,
really represent working class voters?

Read more

online at =3
socialistparty.org.uk

B Read more about the
socialist case for voting Leave at
socialistcasedexit.eu

B Don't give taxpayers’ money and
public resources to the reactionary-
led exit groups! Sign the TUSC
petition at tiny.cc/EUpetitionTUSC
(case sensitive)

B Brokers binge...

Financiers on a night out in
London’s West End racked up a bill
of over £11,000 on Scottish food
and drink.

Restaurant Mac & Wild in the
capital’s exclusive Fitzrovia district
played host to City boys who “went
all out and got a meal fit for William
Wallace”. Their feast included ten
bottles of Glenrothes 88 Speyside
Single Malt.

The Socialist has heard the
phrase “one for the road” - but
when it comes to super-rich excess,
why stop at one? The casino
capitalists apparently ordered 100
bottles of whisky to go.

The bill, including over a
grand in service charge, came to
£11,281.53.

1.7 million

Self employed workers missing
out on the National ‘Living’ Wage

.\ News

£11,281.53

Amount City financiers spent
on one night out at a Scottish
restaurant in the West End

B ...contractors broke

The Tories’ new National ‘Living’
Wage, which is nothing of the

sort, misses out 1.7 million self-
employed workers. That’s on top of
four million workers aged 16 to 24
who aren't eligible.

The Social Market Foundation
think tank analysed government
statistics to find that 49% of
contractors are low-paid on an
hourly basis.

Many ‘self-employed’ workers
are actually employees in all but
name. Their self-employed status
means the bosses don’t have to
guarantee work, or pay for holidays
and sick leave.

B Panama Papers

Estimated value of investments
held by the family of Chinese
premier Xi Jinping in June 2012
according to Bloomberg. The
‘Communist’ dictator’s family
has also been implicated in the
Panama Papers.

Money linked back to Russian
president Vladimir Putin in the
Panama Papers.

2009 Sunday Times Rich List
estimation of David Cameron’s
dad’s wealth, reputedly stashed
in tax havens. Sure enough, the
Cameron family turns up in the
Panama Papers.

Have you got news
for the “fishes? Email
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

£2,900

Approximate average annual
private sector salary in China,
2012, based on International

Labor Organization figures.

£4,200

Average annual salary in Russia

£26,500

Average annual salary in the UK.

B The global super-rich and its lead-
ing politicians have been caught out
dodging tax yet again. See page 16
for more on history’s biggest
data leak, the so-called

Panama Papers.
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London
David Cameron tweeted on April
Fool’s Day that over-25s were go-
ing to receive £7.20 an hour, the
new ‘National Living Wage'! But
people aren’t having any of it. It’s
not a living wage and under-25s
are excluded. People responded
asking if it was an April Fools!
This is why we protested out-
side Downing Street. The Nation-
al Living Wage isn’t enough to live
on and it excludes young people.
The Fast Food Rights campaign,

A Campaigns/Party News

including the Socialist Party, the
bakers’ union BFAWU and others,
protested to make it clear that we
stand for £10 now, for all workers.
A group of passers-by said they
had been paid as little as £1.50 an
hour in previous jobs. They are
interested in joining the bakers’
union and support the call for
£10 now.
We were joined by a jester in a

nu_ N

George Osborne mask because

- ‘fool’s gold:
Helen Pattison
London Youth Fight Austerity

,=; Cardiff

A clear message was sent to the
chancellor and his fellow Tory

P W TN

NNew so-called ‘living wage’ is fool’s gold:

| the national living wage really is ©

axe wielders from youth and
trade unionists in Cardiff. That
message was: We want a real liv-
ing wage of £10 an hour for work-
ers of all ages and we want it now!

In many towns and
cities around the
country people greeted
the government’s new
‘living wage’ of £7.20 an
hour for over-25s with
protests onl Apnl

Youth Fight for Jobs held an en-
ergetic rally and ran a campaign
stall on the living wage. Members
of the public, including many [
young workers, came to speak to

us and support our demonstra-
tion while members of the bak-
ers’ union, civil servants’ union
PCS, general union GMB and

local government union Unison
addressed passers-by and people
who had stopped to listen. We are
looking forward enthusiastically
to building up momentum for the
demand for a real living wage in
the coming weeks.

Jaime Davies
BFAWU member

B Join low-paid workers around

1Y photo Paul Mattsson
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the world in calling for a real liv-
ing wage and the right to a union
on 14 April

B Times and locations will be
confirmed nearer the day on
youthfightforjobs.com and fast-
foodrights.wordpress.com

B Contact Youth Fight for Jobs
for more info: text your name
and postcode to 0774 937 9010,
email youthfightforjobs@gmail.
com, call 020 8558 7947

B Facebook ‘Youth Fight for
Jobs’, Twitter @youthfight4jobs

[EACHERS, PARENTS AND STUDENTS
FIGRT 10 SAVE PENT VALLEY SCHOOL

"
photo Pete Fry
'\

Dave Semple
East Kent Socialist Party

A hundred demonstrators loudly
and colourfully marched through
Folkestone on 2 April against the
threatened closure of Pent Valley
secondary school. The closure is be-
ing driven by Tory-controlled Kent
County Council and is the latest in
a series of school closures across
Kent.

Closing Pent Valley would re-
sult in higher class sizes in an area
that expects to have rising registers
over the next few years. It would
force students to attend schools like
Folkestone Academy, which isn’t
accountable to parents and is al-
ready underfunded.

Kent County Council has reserves
of £80 million which the trade un-
ion-backed Save Pent Valley cam-
paign is calling on the council to
use. Campaigners expect the elect-
ed councillors to do what the com-
munity wants: oppose cuts and fight
for extra funds.

Significantly, on the same day
that a small group of racists organ-

ised a protest against immigration
in Dover, Folkestone’s Nepalese
community joined parents, teach-
ers, students and trade unionists to
fight to defend their local school.
The organisation of the march was
a classic example of what’s possible
when unions swing into action. So-
cialist Party members in Unison and
Unite arranged for the printing of
thousands of leaflets that parents
and students distributed at Pent
Valley and surrounding schools.

Next steps

Rallying outside the school gates,
the big question was, what should
our next step be?

A determined union campaign
utilising the massive support of the
local community and giving con-
fidence to workers at the school is
crucial. One member of teachers’
union the NUT promised she would
take this demand back to her union
branch.

Students from the school spoke
at the rally. Despite the refusal of
time off, some attended last month’s
protest in Maidstone, outside Kent
County Council headquarters, dur-

inga council meeting. Students have
been discussing a sit-down protest
in the playground of the school, to
make their opposition known.

A successful ballot for strike ac-
tion by teachers and support staff,
coordinated with a student strike
and a further community protest,
would apply critical pressure to
Kent County Council at a time when

their sham consultation is being
challenged in court by the Save Pent
Valley campaign.

Now is the time to call for united
action at Pent Valley between the
three major unions.

B See www.socialistparty.org.uk for
more photos from all the protests
on these pages

hoto Slarah Wrack
¥

Butterfields
tenants and
supporters
‘walk the walk’

Waltham Forest Socialist Party

“We have been treated like garbage.
We are not garbage,” said Daniel,
one of the tenants from the Butter-
fields estate in Walthamstow, east
London. He was speaking at a ‘walk-
the-walk’ event on 2 April organised

by the campaign against evictions
on the estate.

60 residents, local campaigners
and supporters marched loudly and
proudly through Walthamstow. We
appealed for the community to sup-
port the 63 families facing eviction
after their homes were sold by their
previous landlord, the Glasspool
Trust charity.

The new landlords, private de-
velopers Butterfields E17 Ltd, want
them out so they can sell for a quick
profit. But the tenants are deter-
minedly still in their homes, despite
the ‘notices to quit’ for many hav-
ing expired in the week before this
pavement walk.

Speakers emphasised that this
walk was designed to galvanise sup-
port and get ready to defend the
tenants in whatever way is neces-
sary, including physically resisting
bailiffs if it comes to that. To this end
we collected details of supporters to
add to a phone tree and money in
case needed for legal fees.

Socialist Party members have
been working with tenants to help
organise the campaign. We raised
the responsibility of the council to
ensure these residents stay in their
homes, as well as the need for rent
control and a mass programme of
council house building. We sold 27
copies of the Socialist.

GOMMUNITY
[BRARY IN'S
AR

James Ivens
Lambeth Socialist Party

Carnegie Library in Lambeth, south
London, is under community oc-
cupation. The borough’s Labour
council closed it on 31 March to be-
gin transforming it into yet another

Police have now effectively locked
in the protest, which is “turning into
a siege” Lambeth’s ultra-Blairite
administration is refusing to nego-
tiate. One councillor even mocked
the community by tweeting pictures
of cats on treadmills in response to
challenges.

Some library supporters are de-
claring that, in spite of Jeremy Cor-
byn'’s left leadership, they will never
vote Labour again. This underlines
the Socialist Party’s consistent
warnings that failing to stand up to
Blairite cutters will alienate Cor-
byn’s support base.

Private gym company Greenwich
Leisure Ltd successfully bid to run
Carnegie as a “healthy living centre
with a self-service neighbourhood
library” How is a ‘library’ supposed
to operate without librarians? How
many books can you shelve on a
treadmill? How can you study in si-
lence next to cross trainers and ket-
tlebells?

At the start of the occupation,
activists were defending the site in
shifts, and continuing to run ser-
vices for the community. But police
have now sealed off the building.
They are not permitting entry or re-
entry, although they are allowing
occupiers to leave.

Lambeth Socialist Party backs the
occupation and has visited the Car-
negie to assist. We will continue to
do so. But in order for the occupa-
tion to win, public sector union Uni-
son must build for further strikes.

There is currently a consultative
ballot for industrial action across
Lambeth’s entire battered and an-
gry council workforce. Such action

A Campaigns/Party News

JCCUPIES
G AGAINST
TERS

—

would be a big step forward. Coor-
dinating with council workers under
threat in the neighbouring boroughs
of Lewisham, Greenwich and Brom-
ley would increase the impact.

Jeremy Corbyn should intervene
in support of Lambeth libraries and
all jobs and services. Rather than
tolerating Tories in red ties, he could
instruct council leaders to set legal
no-cuts budgets.

Sadiq Khan, Labour’s London
mayoral candidate, has so far de-
clined to support the libraries cam-
paign. Khan supporters even tried to
cover and remove Carnegie protest-
ers’ placards at the Blairite’s launch
events.

Library campaigners understand
the role of Blairite cutters very well.
But the leadership of pro-Corbyn
campaign group Momentum refus-
es to fight them. Momentum must
immediately stop campaign activ-
ity for hated Blairites like Councillor
Florence Eshalomi, or public sup-
port will continue to decline.

B More online: library campaign-
ers comment; councillor linked to
gym firm; ‘999 call’ drama - see
‘Library occupied in “siege” against
Lambeth Blairite cutters’ at
socialistparty.org.uk

B Messages of support to lambeth-
librariescampaign@gmail.com

Fighting fund target
smashed, again!

Ken Douglas
Socialist Party national treasurer

Socialist Party members raised a
record £36,281 in the first three
months of 2016 - smashing the
target, getting to 145%.

The fighting fund plays a vital
part in sustaining the Socialist
Party’s finances. We aim to reach
aminimum of 120% of the overall
annual target of £100,000 to
ensure that we have the finance
necessary to maintain our
campaigning.

Our members and support-
ers have taken up the challenge,
holding all sorts of fundraising
events, as well as raising fighting
fund on the regular campaign
stalls.

The year got off to a great start
in Carlisle, where despite the
flooding, the branch raised £175
at their now traditional Burns
Night public event.

Nottingham branch shot to
the top of the charts when Jean
Thorpe raised a fantastic £440 in
sponsorship for a ten kilometre
run. Mansfield branch raised over
£70 with the sale of badges com-
memorating the miners’ strike.

The leak lifting the lid on off-
shore tax-havens (see back page)
shows that the rich care for noth-
ing but their own wealth. In stark
contrast the Socialist Party is
working to build a socialist al-
ternative where ordinary people
democratically control all the
wealth that is produced for the
benefit of the whole of society.

We ask for donations in the
course of our campaigning to
help with that struggle.

Socialist Party members have
been out consistently campaign-
ing in support of the junior doc-
tors, calling for the nationalisa-
tion of the steel industry and
throughout England and Wales
against cuts and closures caused
by Cameron and Osborne’s ruin-
ous austerity.

And now we aim to %
make the next quar- R
ter as successful as v
the last.

B Can you help with
fundraising ideas or by

making a donation at
www.socialistparty.org.uk/main/
donate or by calling

020 8988 8777

§ Socialist Party Fighting Fund

£ target £received
1,800
2,900

North West
Yorkshire
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January 2016 to March 2016 - Final figures

Northem 600 1,128 -----
EastMidlands 1,600 2,958 ---------
SouthWest 1,400 = 2,332
west Midiands 2,200 3,360 [N I I D O O I I I I

wales 2,300 3,331 | I A I O N '

London 6,100 5,302 NN I Y Y N 7

southern 1,200 1,543 [N I I I I I N Y7

SouthEast 750 700 | NI I N I =7

Eastern = 1,200 583 [ 49%

England and Wales 3,050 220 e

TOTAL 25,000 36,281

145%
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Save BIS Shettield:

Marion Lloyd

PCS group President in Depart-

ment for Business, Innovation
1 and Skills

Itis clear that the attempts by this
Tory government to drive a coach
and horses through all the gains
we have won have no bounds.
Latest is the complete decima-
tion of the civil service through
their so called “estates strategy”
which could see more than 600
government buildings close
throughout the UK.

Thiswill not only see thousands
of civil service workers made
redundant, but the impact on
the delivery of key services and
on local communities will be
of a magnitude never before
experienced.

What this means in the Depart-

Y i, " S| =TT O

LAND REGISTRY WORKERS READY TO FIGHT PRIVATISATION

Dave Lunn
PCS union rep

At 5pm on the evening before par-
liament recessed for Easter, plans to
consult on the proposed privatisa-
tion of Land Registry were sneakily
released by George Osborne’s office.

This comes less than two years af-
ter previous plans for privatisation
by the Con-Dem government were
defeated by a mass campaign led by
the PCS union.

A 38 Degrees petition received
over 100,000 signatures followed by
two days of strike action, with many

- ment for Business Innovation and

Skills (BIS), the alleged depart- &

ment for growth, is “efficiency”
savings of 40% and a reduction in
premises from 86 to six. The im-
pact would be devastating.

Tip of the iceberg
Across BIS we have already
had the withdrawal of funding
from the UK Commission for
Employment and Skills, based
in Rotherham, the privatisation
of the Green Investment Bank,
the announcement of the
privatisation of Land Registry
(see below) and the closing
down of the National Weights
and Measurements Regulations
Office.

We know this is just the tip of
the iceberg.

But probably as shocking was the
announcement from the depart-

LR bl S

members getting active for the first
time. This forced the government to
retreat.

We knew though that a Tory ma-
jority government would come after
us again.

Rationale
This time their rationale for priva-
tisation has changed - from sup-
porting digitisation of Land Registry
services to raising a capital receipt
for paying down debt and support-
ing the government'’s infrastructure
programme.

Having considered their flimsy
case, it’s clear this is less about rais-

ment that 300 policy jobs are set to

be moved to London if senior man-

agement in BIS have their way.

| On 28 January, management
told staff in Sheffield that the of-
fice would be closed and all pol-
icy jobs would move to London.

This will result in the loss of 250

jobs in Sheffield. This announce-

ment alone gives nonsense to the

Tories’ Northern Powerhouse

rhetoric.

Moving hundreds of jobs to
= London will have a devastating
‘_1 impact on the local economy
+ and communities. In Sheffield
! an already poor city will become
== poorer. These plans must be
stopped.

PCS BIS group leapt 1mmed1—
ately into action and less than
24 hours later we had questions
being asked in parliament, local
and national press coverage and

T o FAALC IS

ing money for the public good and is
more about transferring profitable
public assets to their big city mates,
with the liability retained by govern-
ment. In effect nationalising the risk

and privatising the profit.

We are ready for them, however,
and are currently putting together a
submission in response to the con-
sultation document which rebuts
their arguments and puts forward
an alternative that is in the inter-
est of our members, customers and

wider society.

We will follow this up with cam-
paigning with customers and indus-

trial action if required.

FONSAY

had enlisted the support of local
MPs, local councillors, unions
and the press. We have worked
tirelessly to build a campaign
around a clear set of demands
including no compulsory redun-
dancies and no office closures
without union agreement. This
has included linking up with PCS
branches across the city and con-
tacting other unions.

Industrial muscle
Central to the campaign is the
industrial muscle of civil ser-
vice workers. Within a couple
of weeks we achieved three key
changes from the employer.
Their decision suddenly be-
came a proposal, they added a
two month extension to their con-
sultation period and conceded
that the movement of work from
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don had a more relaxed timeline.

However this is not enough.
We are determined to keep our
office open. We have agreed
to ballot for industrial action if
management don’t agree to with-
draw their proposals.

The Socialist Party fully sup-
ports PCS members fighting this
attack. Reverse all cuts - for in-
vestment in decent jobs for all,
throughout the country.

B Join the Powerhouse or
Poorhouse demonstration
march and rally to #SaveBISSh-
effield! Shadow Chancellor John
McDonnell MP and PCS general
secretary Mark Serwotka will
be speaking at the rally, plus
other local and regional speak-
ers. Assemble at 12pm at
Devonshire Green, Sheffield, S3
7SW ending with a rally at 1pm

F—
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non-Sheffield locations into Lon- E at City Hall, S1 2JA
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May Day greetings with

neSocialistim..

International Workers’ Day is a time
when we express solidarity with
all sections of our movement. The
Socialist newspaper consistently
champions trade union struggle.
Help the Socialist continue that
work with a May Day greeting this
year from readers of the Socialist in
your union or campaign.

Deadline is Wednesday 22 April
but you will get a 25% discount and
only have to pay the prices in bold
if you send your greeting before

Wednesday 15 April.

Spread £800 £600 - full page
£500 £375 - half page £300 £225
- quarter page £170 £127.50 - 1/8
page £90 £67.50 - 1/16 page (text
only) £50 £37.50 - 1/32 page (text
only) £30 £22.50 - ‘Small box’
(name only) £20 £15
B Phone 020 8988 8781
B Email jamesivens@
socialistparty.org.uk
H Pay greeting online www.
socialistparty.org.uk/mayday

B Steel crisis

BOSSES AND UNION TOPS PRESIDING OVER AN “AGENDA OF MISERY

A redundant steelworker

I was a steelworker for almost 40
years, after starting out as a 16 year
old in 1978.

Every time I put on the news at the
moment the talk is all about saving
steelworker jobs. But lots have gone
already, including mine.

The whole process of laying peo-
ple off was handled really badly. I
was told after Christmas that my last
date would be 31 March.

This gave me a window to apply
for jobs while still working, but if
I left the company I forfeit the op-
portunity for a ‘crossmatch’ and a
job at another plant. In the end nei-
ther happened and I'm now unem-
ployed and looking for work.

Fearful

People are fearful; being out of work
is a place you don’t want to be. A lot
of workers are in their 50s and I'm
convinced changes were made to
our pensions last year because the
company knew this was coming. I'm
54 and could have accessed my pen-
sion at 55. I'm not the only person in
that situation.

The steelworkers’ union, Commu-
nity, is a poor union. They and their
predecessor union have never re-
ally fought anything, only gone along
with management. Now, Communi-
ty reps in Port Talbot are saying they

don’t want nationalisation!

But if steel was nationalised, then
the government could use the steel
in contracts for rail, wind turbines
and other infrastructure projects.
A proper plan of nationalisation
would keep people in work and cre-
ate jobs.

Rotherham steelworks has also
wasted hundreds of millions of
punds on a restructure, investing in
a new mill that was never used.

In the workplaces themselves
now there is also a points system
for jobs, meaning there is competi-
tion between workers for jobs when
redundancies come around, the old
divide and rule tactic.

Community shouldn’t preside
over this agenda of misery, we
should have walked out together
in solidarity. I'm sure things would
have been different if we did that in-
stead of placating management.

The company is now run on a
target-driven basis. It resembles a
sweatshop environment, with work-
ers checked by computer on how
much steel they are producing.

But it’s still better than a lot of jobs
out there. Some jobs I am applying
for sound like complete hellholes.
Skilled jobs, when they are gone are
gone. I feel like I've jumped out of
the frying pan into the fire.

See pages 10 and 11 for more on
the steel crisis

Workers and campaigners
fight councll lies to save library

SAVE OUR
LIBRARY

photo Greenwich Unite

On the track

An account of trade union struggles at
British Leyland in the
1970s by Bill Mullins
(former TGWU shop
steward)

£7 including
postage

Available from Left Books,

PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789
www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk

RMT protests against new
Northern Rail franchise plans

A Unite member

Unite members in the Socialist
Party-led Greenwich branch de-
fending the mobile library from
closure held an open air story time
on the steps of the town hall on 30
March. The council claim that a li-
brary is within walking distance of
every school, which is not true.

They say the mobile library is-
sues 22,000 books to children
every year. Also not true - but only
because this has now gone up to
over 30,000! The council said that
they would not close libraries -
also untrue, because the mobile
is a library! The clue is in the title
“mobile library”!

Unite Libraries convenor and
Socialist Party member Sara Kas-
ab read passages from Matilda -
all about her first visit to a library,
emphasising the importance of
libraries to a child’s formative
years.

The council responded saying
they will make a final decision in
May. Consequently, the campaign
will escalate over April and in the
lead up to the May meeting behind
the slogan: “no if’s no but’s, no li-
brary service cuts”!

B South London fights back!
NSSN public meeting, 13 April
at 7.30pm, Karibu Centre, 7
Gresham Road, SW9 7PH

lain Dalton
Leeds Socialist Party

“We're skimming profit from the
entire Deutsche Bahn and ensur-
ing that it is anchored in our budg-
et - that way we can make sure it is
invested in the rail network here in
Germany.

This was a quote from a Ger-
man transport ministry spokes-
person featured on RMT leaflets as
Deutsche Bahn subsidiary Arriva,
took over the Northern Rail fran-
chise. The new franchise includes
significant cutbacks including plans
to remove guards from trains by in-
troducing driver-only operation on
50% of services.

Socialist Party and Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition members
joined members of the RMT union

NATIONAL unin OF RAIL M

tmsr:m WORKERS

protesting against this at Leeds sta-
tion on 1 April. Many remarked on
the irony that we’d been campaign-
ing for the franchise to be re-nation-
alised, but the only nationalisation
the Tory government seems to ap-
prove is to other state rail operators.

The RMT had invited Jeremy Cor-
byn to support the protests, and
featured a supportive letter from
him on their website which stated:
“We fully support your campaign
to oppose driver-only operation on
Northern and cuts to station staff
and rail ticket offices. That’s because
Labour want what passengers and
rail workers want.”

But while that may be Jeremy’s
view, it's certainly not the view of
Labour councillors, who through
a shadowy body they set up, Rail
North, actually co-sponsored the
government’s proposals.

photo lain Dalton
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[News in brief]

B Academies action

As figures emerge estimating
that turning all state schools
into academies will face a £1.1
billion funding shortfall. George
Osborne unveiled plans to turn
16,800 state schools into acad-
emies in the budget. But figures
obtained by Labour from a parlia-
mentary question suggest each
transformation from school to
academy costs £66,000 on aver-
age adding up to over £1 billion.
Teachers and junior doctors are
in discussions about joint action
against the government. NUT
conference at Easter received

a letter of support from Yannis
Gourtsoyannis of the British
Medical Association’s junior
doctors’ committee after the
teachers’ union voted to back a
ballot on strike action over the
government’s academies plan.

B Refuse revolt

96 gross misconduct disciplinaries
in the last year - that's the scale of
management bullying and intimi-
dation that forced Sheffield’s bin
workers to take strike action for
the first time in 17 years on 1 April.
Over 100 Veolia refuse workers
were on the picket line from 6am
to demand an end to the regime of
fear that has workers with 20-30
years’ experience frightened about
getting hauled in on any pretext.
Management has been using
CCTV cameras, not for health and
safety as the union agreed, but as
“spies in the cab”.

Driver for 17 years Paul Cox said,
“Management treat us like dirt.
One told us: ‘I don'’t like Sheffield
and | don't like bin-men’! They
didn’t think we would strike, well
they started this and now we’re
going to finish it. If it's not sorted
then next time we should stay out
for a week.”

Alistair Tice

| Stop the slop

Salford Royal Hospital is officially
an “outstanding” hospital. Its
CEO, Sir David Dalton, is David
Cameron’s favourite. So we
shouldn’t be surprised to see
privatisation rearing its ugly
head here. Currently patient
food is prepared in the hospital
kitchen. The trust wants to close
the kitchen and outsource food
preparation. Patients - and the
trust itself - will forever be at

the mercy of outside contrac-
tors. Hospital workers in Unison
are determined to thwart these
plans and have organised a lively
‘Stop the Slop’ campaign with an
online petition, postcards and
public meetings.

Paul Gerrard
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TUSC election challenge 2016

be[TING THE ANTI-AUSTERITY 3[RUGGLE ONTO THE BALLOT PAPER

The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), in which the
Socialist Party is a key component, has stood candidates on a
clear no-cuts platform since its formation in 2010. But won't
standing this time undermine Jeremy Corbyn’s aim to change
Labour into an anti-austerity party? Socialist Party executive
committee member Clive Heemskerk looks at the arguments.

ith nominations

about to close TUSC

is likely to have well

over 300 candidates

in the English local
council elections on 5 May, including
candidates for the mayoral contests
in Bristol and Liverpool. In addition
there are three regional lists of TUSC
candidates in the Welsh Assembly
elections and six Scottish TUSC con-
stituency candidates for the Scottish
Parliament.

With the election last summer of
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour Party leader
the political situation has changed
since TUSC was formed in 2010. It
was co-founded by the late Bob Crow
as a coalition involving the RMT
transport workers’ union, the Social-
ist Party and other socialist organisa-
tions, individual leading trade union-
ists, and working class community
campaigners.

Labour MPs

Although the forces of capitalism or-
ganised within the Labour Party are
heavily entrenched, dominating the
Parliamentary Labour Party (PLP)
and council Labour groups in partic-
ular, the battle between them and the
anti-austerity forces that crystallised
around Jeremy’s leadership campaign
has still not reached its conclusion.
The TUSC national steering com-
mittee has taken into account the
new opportunities that ‘Corbynism’
represents for re-building socialist
working class political representa-
tion. There are no TUSC candidates
standing against Labour councillors
who have voted against cuts in the
council chamber or new, Corbynista

candidates who have made a pledge
to do so.

But over 90% of Britain’s 7,000 La-
bour councillors did not support
Jeremy Corbyn for leader and still
continue to vote to slash local pub-
lic services. They are the candidates
which TUSC is standing against.
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Labour councils have

£4.5

billion
in reserves that

would make cuts
obsolete

But won't the pro-capitalist Labour
right, with their PLP majority, use any
sign from the May elections to move
against Corbyn? Isn't it better, the ar-
gument goes, even from some who
sympathise with TUSC, to not stand
candidates this time? To not take on
the Labour right in the hope that Jer-
emy won’t be challenged before the
next general election in 2020, or ear-
lier as the Tories begin to implode?

These are questions that have to be

Good showing in Dundee by-election
Scottish TUSC scored a decent result in the Dundee council Mary-
field ward by-election held on 31 March.

The seat was retained by the Scottish National Party (SNP) with
1,383 votes, a 49.5% share. This was well ahead of Labour whose vote
fell from 1,251 (36%) in the 2012 council elections, the last time the
seat was contested, to 634 this time (22.7%).

The TUSC candidate, Stuart Fairweather, won 142 votes (5.1%),
coming in fourth ahead of the Greens, the Liberal Democrats and
Ukip, who all have a higher profile in the establishment media than

TUSC.

What was also significant was the preference choices that were
made, which voters have in Scottish council elections with the single-
transferable vote proportional representation system. TUSC was in
third place among those who cast a second preference vote, with
14.7%, just 4% behind Labour. This shows the underlying support that
exists for a 100% anti-austerity and socialist alternative to the SNP in

the city.

Scottish TUSC is standing six constituency candidates in May's
Scottish Parliament elections and planning a big challenge in next

year's council elections.
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addressed as the TUSC 2016 election
challenge gets under way.

What is clear is that Labour is still
not an anti-austerity party in practice.
Despite Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership
victory on an anti-cuts platform, six
months later every Labour-led coun-
cil has voted for further cuts to local
public services.

Jobs lost
An early survey by the GMB union
of the first 52 councils to set budgets
identified a total of 25,165 planned
job losses - with 22,128 being made
by Labour-controlled councils. More
job losses have been announced
since then and, although there is not
a national picture available yet, La-
bour councils will sack at least a simi-
lar number of workers this year as
the number of those who face losing
their jobs from the crisis in the steel
industry.

And the slaughter has been, as
Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell
says about austerity generally, a
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matter of ‘political choice’ Just the 58
Labour-led councils with elections
this year had combined useable
reserves going into this year’s budget-
making meetings of £4.5 billion.

If these had been pooled, and sup-
plemented by using councils’
borrowing powers, no Labour
council would have needed
to make cuts this year, giving
time to prepare a national
confrontation with the Tories
for more funding for local
councils.

The mass anti-austerity
sentiment revealed by Jeremy
Corbyn’s leadership cam-
paign still needs an electoral
expression - because in the
vast majority of cases it will
not be the ‘Labour’ candidate
that provides one on 5 May.

But won't standing TUSC candi-
dates, even just against austerity La-
bour councillors, provide the excuse
for the right to move against Jeremy’s
leadership? The truth is that whatever

4

Jeremy Corbyn
photo Revolution
BahrainMC/
Creative
Commons

Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell
may do to try and accommodate the
right, Britain’s capitalist establish-
ment, who the Labour right repre-
sent, are not reconciled with their
leadership.

The Blairite Guard-
ian columnist Martin Kettle
made the point that John
McDonnell’s plan for steel,
“in which nationalisation
would be strictly temporary
to help stabilise Tata assets
before selling them off’) is
far weaker than the Labour
right’s proposals for nation-
alisation in the 1960s.

But the right conceding
to even the limited pro-
gramme of ‘Corbynom-
ics’ would be perceived
as a victory by the work-
ing class, whetting their appetite and
building confidence for a broader
struggle, including support for clear-
er socialist ideas. So the Labour right
will not be appeased.
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Another example was the Corbyn
and McDonnell letter on legal budg-
ets sent to Labour council groups in
December which, whatever its inten-
tions were, was seized on by Labour
councillors to justify passing on the

Challenging Ukip in Wales
TUSC is standing candidates for

the regional list seats in the Welsh

Assembly in three of the five re-
gions - South Wales West, South
Wales Central, and South Wales
East.

In the 2011 assembly elections

Labour won 23 of the 24 constituency

seats within these regions and so,
under the additional member pro-
portional representation system, did
not win any regional list seats and is

unlikely to do so this year. The danger

is that Ukip will win regional seats

including South Wales East with the

former Tory MP Mark Reckless.
Under the electoral system each

photo Paul Mattsson

Mayor of Salford

All applications to be a TUSC
candidate are submitted for
approval to the national steer-
ing committee where decisions
have to be agreed by con-
sensus. No applications have
been approved where there is
evidence that the Labour can-
didate is prepared to fight for a
no-cuts position.

But some claims of ‘Corbynism’
have been dubious at best. The
Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
blocked a prospective TUSC
candidate, Matt Kilsby (a Unison

Tory cuts (see ‘No retreat on resisting
council cuts’ at socialistparty.org.uk).

But council workers have heard
their anti-austerity phrases and,
in January, the national bodies for
council workers in both the Unison
and Unite unions agreed policy call-
ing for Labour councils to set no-cuts
budgets by using their reserves and
borrowing powers as a first step to a
national campaign - the policy that
TUSC candidates will put on the bal-
lot paper in May.

The majority of Labour candidates,
on the other hand, see winning in
2016 as a chance to be in place until
2020 and to use their public positions
to organise against Corbyn and the
anti-austerity movement.

And if there was a Corbyn-led La-
bour government, such figures would
play a similar role to those Pasok of-
ficials and public representatives who
joined Syriza as it overtook the Greek
equivalents of New Labour, but who
were then to the fore in pushing for
it to accept austerity. Why should we
meekly go out and canvass support
for those who will use their positions
won to do everything to defeat us?

At a recent PLP meeting Jeremy
Corbyn refused to answer questions
from the right on what he would con-
sider to be a ‘good result’ in May’s
elections - and rightly so. An opinion
poll for Sunday’s Observer showed

elector has two votes, and a key part
of the TUSC campaign will be to em-
phasise that Ukip can't be stopped
by voting Labour in the regional list
ballot. Welsh Labour has played

its own part in bolstering Ukip by
dutifully carrying out all the cuts to
public spending demanded of it by
the Tory UK government, including
very unpopular closures of hospital
units across Wales.

The South Wales West TUSC list is

headed by the former RMT execu-
tive member Owen Herbert while
young fast food worker and bakers’
union member Jaime Davies will
take on Mark Reckless in South
Wales East.

Feature Y

local government branch chair),
from standing for the mayor of
Salford. The Labour candidate,
Paul Dennett, was the election
agent for the pro-Corbyn local
MP, Rebecca Long-Bailey.

But Dennett is also a current
assistant mayor, who voted for
£22 million of cuts at February's
budget-making meeting. By
this decision the SWP have put
themselves up to take responsi-
bility for Dennett's future actions,
including a looming battle with
the council unions on facility
time.

a sharp rise in disapproval of David
Cameron, and the Tories just one
point ahead of Labour. But the last
time the English council seats were
contested, in 2012, Labour was on
38%, seven points ahead.

In Scotland Labour is not guar-
anteed to win second place over the
Tories. Whatever the results on 5 May
the right will interpret them for their
OWn purposes.

Tories in disarray

But there is no clause in Labour’s con-
stitution that says the results in May
should trigger a leadership contest - it
would just be a pretext. Jeremy Cor-
byn and his supporters need to go on
the offensive, including stating boldly
that a party of struggle with fewer MPs
but a fighting socialist programme,
would have a bigger impact in de-
fence of the working class than a par-
ty with a couple of hundred MPs but
which accepts the policies demanded
by capitalism.

The Tories are in disarray, forced to
retreat on proposed cuts to tax credits
and disability benefits and with a real
prospect of rupture over the EU ref-
erendum. So why should right-wing
Labour councillors not be put under
pressure to resist their demands for
austerity, by Jeremy Corbyn and his
supporters in the Labour Party and
TUSC candidates at the ballot box?

What is needed is the type of cam-
paign that was mobilised, inside and
outside the Labour Party, to secure
Jeremy Corbyn’s victory - this time to
take on the forces in Labour defend-
ing the capitalist establishment, not
seeking ‘unity’ around their pro-aus-
terity agenda.

The right wing will move against
Jeremy Corbyn - it is not a case of if
but when - and the important ques-
tion is how can the anti-austerity
movement that was mobilised by his
leadership victory avoid being dis-
sipated in May’s elections but be or-
ganised for the battles to come.

The simple message of TUSC’s elec-
tion campaign, that politicians who
vote for cuts cannot be allowed a free
run at the ballot box, is part of that
struggle.

Over 90%

of Britain’s
7,000
Labour
councillors
did not
support
Jeremy
Corbyn

for leader
and still
continue to
vote to slash
local public
services.
They are the
candidates
which TUSC
is standing
against
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[AIA STEEL CRISIS; ACT NOW -

g0 TIOHT FOR NATIONALISATION

Pparty
What we think

n 2012, a ‘Ghost Parade’ took place in Ebbw Vale

to commemorate a decade since the steelworks

had been closed by the then owner Corus. It was an

artistic protest at the loss of the plant in what has

quickly become a deprived part of the South Wales
valleys. Should the remainder of the UK steel industry
suffer the same fate over the next few months, there will
be a whole list of ghost towns littering places like South
and North Wales and Yorkshire.

The jobs of 15,000 steelworkers directly employed
by Tata are on the line. But when all those who de-
pend on the plants are included - such as contractors
and freight workers on road, rail and sea - three times
as many workers could be facing the dole. This is a
national emergency that needs emergency measures.

Even if a buyer is found it will be to asset strip and
destroy the steel industry. This cannot be allowed. Ac-
tion needs to be taken now. Increasing numbers of
workers are asking: If the banks could be bailed out -
why not steelworkers? The demand for immediate per-
manent nationalisation of the industry is rapidly gain-
ing support. The urgent question is how nationalisation
can be achieved.

Members of the Socialist Party and supporters of
the National Shop Stewards Network should be proud
of the role that they have played in popularising the
idea of renationalising Tata’s UK operations to save
the plants and jobs. Until now the N-word has been an
unspoken but popular demand. It is now increasingly
seen as being needed urgently. This has definitely lev-
ered pressure on the Labour and trade union leaders
to take up this demand more boldly.

As the days have gone on, Jeremy Corbyn and shad-
ow minster Angela Eagle have been pushed into call-
ing for intervention, even stretching to some form of
nationalisation. Unite and the GMB have now explicitly
called for it as well. Even Community, faced with Tory
business minister Sajid Javid’s ruling out of nationali-
sation, has called for it. But there has to be a clear call
for this step as the platform to build mass action to
force the government to act.

As was shown by the incredible social explosion
caused by Major’s Tory government announcement of
the closure of the last remaining collieries in 1992, an
event takes on a significance far wider than a particular
industry. Then, the full state conspiracy of Thatcher’s
attack on the NUM in the strike of 1984-85 and the re-
sulting destruction of the mining communities was laid
bare. In the space of a couple of months, a huge mass
movement developed that totally shocked the Tories.

National demonstration
It could have defeated them if the TUC and NUM Presi-
dent Arthur Scargill had used the platform of the mas-
sive demonstrations (two in London of ¥4 million in the
space of five days) to call for a 24-hour general strike.

Two decades earlier, the threatened closure of Upper
Clydeside Shipbuilders would have posed the end of
shipbuilding in Glasgow. It detonated a mass struggle
of a ‘work-in’, a huge demonstration and effectively a
regional half-day general strike of 100,000 workers.
The Tory government of Heath was forced to come up
with a rescue plan. In 1971 the Tory government was
forced to step in and nationalise Rolls Royce at 24
hours notice.

Similarly now, there is a recognition that a funda-
mental part of the national economy could be lost,
and that part of the country’s heritage is disappearing.

Evenifa
buyer is
found it will
be to asset
strip and
destroy the
industry. If
the banks
could be
bailed out
- why not
steel?

Port Talbot steelworks photo Ben Salter/Creative Commons

Cameron is even out of step with parts of the establish-
ment on this. They fear a loss of prestige. The former
First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff complained
that all United Nations Security Council countries had
major steel plants to support their defence industries.

Even the Daily Mail has asked: “...after Labour bailed
out the bankers, are the Tories to be remembered as
the party that let our steel industry die?”

This can quickly become a symbol for the reality
faced by workers - they can no longer get well paid,
permanent jobs that allow them a decent place to live.
Instead they face low paid, zero-hour contract work. If
Corbyn and the union leaders called a national dem-
onstration demanding nationalisation, it would have
huge potential to put the Tories under pressure. Par-
ticularly as junior doctors are striking and teachers are
balloting for action against forced academisation.

But if the Tories maintain their refusal to national-
ise, workers will have to consider occupying the steel
plants to ‘up the ante’.

A one-day national protest walkout by Tata UK steel-
workers would send a huge signal to Cameron that
workers will not let the plants shut. It has been esti-
mated that Tata’s UK steel business is losing up to £1
million a day. This is being used by Cameron to rule out
nationalisation and can create the feeling that it is a
basket case.

Drop in the ocean

But in reality, this is a drop in the ocean for the govern-
ment, especially when the social costs of closures and
mass redundancies are factored in. In just one year the
cost of Osborne’s recent cut to capital gains tax for the
richest 0.3% will be double the annual losses of Tata
Steel UK!

And it is nothing compared to the billions stolen from
steelworkers’ pension funds when British steel was pri-
vatised. We demand this money is returned.

The idea of nationalisation, if raised in the context
of socialist public ownership and economic planning,

p‘h'otdScott Jones!
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could totally transform the situation. We call for Tata’s
books to be opened and inspected by the unions and
the workforce.

The redundancies that have already been an-
nounced should be stopped. The steel distribution
network should also be nationalised and every pub-
licly-financed construction scheme in the UK such as
Crossrail, HS2, and power projects, should be supplied
with steel from the nationalised steel company.

This would also pose the renationalisation of the
railways, which is massively popular and would be
another market for publicly-owned steel. Taking the
energy companies back into public ownership would
deal with the issue about energy prices! There should
be no compensation for Tata’s bosses or any fat cat
investors.

Such a demand and strategy would also be the ban-
ner of a mass struggle of steelworkers, their communi-
ties and the wider trade union and working-class move-
ment to inflict a political defeat on the divided Tories.

1 L

We call

for Tata’s
books to be
opened and
inspected
by the
unions

and the
workforce

E Reader’s comment
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119 SOUL WHEN THE
WANT A FUTURE

Keep the Light Burning

Jac Green
Lincoln Socialist Party

I joined the Socialist Party in Sep-
tember 2015, having flirted with the
idea of socialism throughout my
student days. I was guilty of turning
up to only a few demos and protests
before deciding to take action and
join the party.

I come from a strong working
class background; my grandfather
was a steelworker and union rep in
my hometown of Corby up until his
death. In the late 1980s, the steel-
works closed, taking with it hun-
dreds of jobs. The town lost its soul.

Growing up in Corby, there was
nothing. There was no investment.
The town centre was sold to private
developers time and time again and
the latest attempt at urban regener-
ation has left several uncompleted
projects, empty buildings as monu-
ments to failure.

Virtually every single one of my
childhood friends has left Corby
and they will not return. There are
few jobs to be found and there re-
mains a chronic lack of investment.
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This is something that is not unique
to Corby.

This pattern is being repeated
nationwide and the future of me,
my friends and millennials across
the board is uncertain. Zero-hours
contracts offer no job or income
security.

How can you pay rent when your
job offers no guarantee of hours?
How can a zero-hours contract
qualify as a job at all?

Virtually every single one
of my childhood friends
has left Corby. We want a
future and access to the
tools to build one.

Workplace conditions are dete-
riorating and young people are ter-
rified of the consequences if they
speak up. This is why it is so impor-
tant that they have the support of

€

unions where possible. This is why
the work of the Socialist Party is cru-
cial: we need to demonstrate that
there is a viable, workable alterna-
tive to the capitalist system respon-
sible for crushing the hopes and
dreams of our generation.

We know that this is possible. We
can make our voices heard across
schools, colleges, universities and
in the workplace.

My generation is full of energy. To
borrow from the campaign slogan
used by the Anti Austerity Alliance
in the recent Irish General Election
we're hungry for real change, not
spare change.

We're sick of being priced out of
the rental market. We're fed up with
having to rely on benefits to supple-
ment our wages. We don’t want to
see our public services slashed, our
NHS rapidly eroded through priva-
tisation and any chance of a quality
university education systematically
stripped away through rising tuition
fees.

We want a future and access to the
tools to build one. It’s our job to fight
to give young people the opportuni-
ty of a life and not just an existence.

Join the fightback! Join the Socialists!

. @socialist_party § text 07761818 206 { /CWISocialistParty




B 1heSOCIANIST 7-13 April 2016
1 z E Readers’ comment/letters
Stop divisive attacks

7-13 April 2016 theSOCIANISt B
E Letters/Readers’ comment

Homelessness holding

Members of probation workers’ union Napo
striking against privatisation. Cuts and sell-offs in
the public sector disproprtionately affect women,
exacerbating the pay gap photo Paul Mattsson

probation |Family Courts

on pensioners’ cash

Tony Mulhearn

Public sector union PCS Merseyside
Retired and Associate Members’
association

Iain Duncan Smith’s resignation
from the Department for Work and
Pensions opened up another ma-
levolent attack on pensioners.

His letter included the salvo: “I
believe the cuts would have been
even fairer to younger families
and people of working age if we
had been willing to reduce some
of the benefits given to better-off
pensioners...”

Veteran Blairite MP Frank Field
and assorted journalists have trailed
the idea that pensioners are ‘privi-
leged’ “If pensioners get more, then
someone has to foot the bill” and
“pensioners now have a bigger share
of the wealth that under-45s” are a
couple of the media’s latest shots.
Field says: “The so-called triple
lock on state pensions is paid for by
squeezing the real incomes of work-
ing people.”

These people see the banker-
induced crisis as a zero-sum game.
Every slice of the cake can only be
allocated by taking from another.
Even then, it must stay within the
spending cap determined by this

Pensioners fighting back in Ireland
photo Socialist Party Ireland L 4

most mendacious government.

Ignored are the billions of pounds
in tax dodged by the fat cats who
bankroll the Tory party. And the
£350 billion of ‘quantitative easing’
gifted to the banks. And the billions
paid out in bankers’ bonuses.

British pensioners are among the
lowest-paid in western Europe. We
receive - if private and state pen-
sions are combined - 38% of our
average wages. This figure falls dra-
matically for workers without a pri-
vate pension.

Contrast

In contrast, the level in Holland and
Austria is 90%, and in Spain and Ita-
ly 80% of average wages.

The Tories are wracking their tiny
brains for a way to create an anti-
pensioner climate. This attempt to
set generation against generation
should be stamped on now.

Now is the time for the Trade
Union Congress to join with the
National Pensioners Convention
to prepare a massive campaign of
opposition to attacks on pension-
ers, workers and young people. This
campaign should initiate mass, co-
ordinate industrial action, building
towards a 24-hour general strike.

That could start to force this
shambles of a government to retreat.

The Socialist Inbox

Do you have something to say?

Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words
to Socialist Postbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,

or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

I Women’s wages

There can’t be many people who be-
lieve the government’s pledge to “make
work pay”, but the Tory MEPs’ record
on gender pay inequality should dispel
any illusions. Last July, Cameron an-
nounced plans to “end the gender pay
gap in a generation” and force larger
employers to publish information about
their bonuses for men and women. In
October all 14 Conservative members
present at a debate in the European
Parliament voted against a mandatory
pay audit forcing big companies to dis-
close their gender pay gap.

Sue Powell

Gloucester

B Primary problems

The Tories’ gerrymandering and intro-
duction of individual voter registration
are attempts to steal our election, just
like the establishment is trying to stop
Bernie Sanders in the US.

The Democratic primaries are rigged;
the super-delegate system is rigged.
The movement, like a wave, could lift
Sanders and deliver him to the White
House if he breaks free of the chains of
the Democratic Party.

Nancy Taaffe
Waltham Forest

B Brum budget

After cutting £565 million from services
since 2010, Birmingham City Council
has come to the conclusion it can no
longer be regarded as the natural pro-
vider of services.

The papers accompanying this year’s
cuts budget bluntly describe the role
the council sees itself playing in the
future. “Our role, with other civic and
civil leaders, is to agree the vision for
Birmingham and, with them, lead the
city as a joint enterprise. It is not to run
the city.”

They see the council being trans-

formed from an all-purpose provider to a
‘signposting’ body, pointing to the private
or voluntary sector to deliver fewer ser-
vices and jobs.

Birmingham is the template of future
local government if the Tories get their
way. The possibility of the vast majority,
if not all, local services being delivered
by private or voluntary sectors is opening
without even the slightest resistance by
Labour councils.

This makes the actions of the Momen-
tum leadership - moving towards exclud-
ing Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition
(TUSC) supporters and Socialist Party
members from active involvement in
strategy - even more damaging. In the ab-
sence of a concrete agreement between
TUSC and Momentum to fight these cuts,
TUSC has no choice but to stand our own
candidates to defend public services.
Clive Walder
Birmingham

B Dole disgrace

A woman giving birth was sanctioned for
missing a job centre appointment.

On top of weekly - not fortnightly - sign-
on days, | have to get a train. | have been
ordered to catch a train to another town
to do a placement in a charity shop for a
month, and sign on with paperwork. Any
deviation is a sanction, USA style.

Mike Marx
Southampton

B EU? Pee-yew!

Liz Kendall believes that people who are
as yet undecided on how to vote on the
EU will be “more likely to listen to employ-
ers like Rolls-Royce and Toyota, both of
whom have come out to say we should
remain.”

She continued, “my job is to make sure
those voices are heard, because | think
they will be the most convincing for the
public.”

Surely it doesn’'t take a genius, let
alone a socialist, to realise that Rolls-

Subscribe to
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Royce are hardly the best arbiters to de-
cide the fate of British workers. Just last
year, Rolls-Royce employees, who are
members of general union Unite, set up
an industrial action fund to defend jobs
at the company after continuing attacks
upon their livelihoods.

Unite national officer lan Waddell said:
“Our members have shown great loyalty in
building up Rolls-Royce, but are feeling in-
creasingly betrayed by the company’s con-
tinued refusal to give assurances on jobs
and guarantees over redundancies.” This
is nothing less than a kick in the face of
their workers, especially considering “the
company’s order book and profit levels”.

Newspaper headlines like “Rolls-Royce
faces new questions in Brazil corrup-
tion investigation” (Guardian, 1 January)
should hardly inspire Kendall with the
confidence to let them decide on our
membership of the EU.

And | wonder what Kendall makes of
the New York Times article “Toyota is
fined $1.2 billion for concealing safety
defects” (19 March 2014)?

The working class has no faith in the
ultra-Blairite nonsense of Liz Kendall, who
received a derisory 4.5% of the Labour
vote in last year’s leadership showdown.
Michael Barker
Leicester

B ‘Red’ Reading?

| went along to Reading Council’s budget-
setting meeting on 23 February. £21 mil-
lion was slashed by a united Labour-Tory
council. All 41 Labour councillors sup-
ported the bloodbath, including several
supposed Corbyn supporters.

| approached a ‘left’ councillor and
asked him if he was going to fight these
cuts, and he told he could not because
Corbyn does not support fighting the cuts!

The only votes against came from the
three Green councillors, and in fairness
they made very good points about build-

ing a campaign against cuts.

This Labour council is a disgrace and
offers no hope for local residents that are
vulnerable. When | look back at the strug-
gles by Labour councils in the past, like
Liverpool and Lambeth, it makes me feel
sick looking at this bunch of salaried civil
servants who owe no allegiance to their
voters.

| warned recently that Labour witch-
hunters would first deal with the Social-
ist Party and TUSC supporters, and then
turn on Momentum as a whole. Well, they
have. Jill Mountford, a member of Mo-
mentum’s ruling committee, has been
expelled by the sinister sounding ‘Compli-
ance Committee’. Apparently many more
are to follow.

Even the membership of Matt Wrack,
general secretary of the Fire Brigades Un-
ion, was questioned, because of histori-
cal links with Militant (forerunner of the
Socialist Party). Being ‘well-behaved left
wingers’ will not save you from the wrath
of the witch-hunters. Only a united front
of the left, inside and outside the Labour
Party, can defeat the Blairites and Tories.
Terry Pearce
Reading

B History mystery

After finishing my night shift, | went to the
shops to get some groceries. On my way
back, | saw a ceremony to unveil a blue
plaque commemorating Labour prime
minister Harold Wilson’s 100th birthday
outside his old school, Wirral Grammar,
in Merseyside.

| stopped off to take a look and, a few
minutes later, sixth form politics students
gathered around. Local Labour MP Alison
McGovern came out with the headteach-
er and others. She explained who Harold
Wilson was and said: “I could talk about
the politics of his time, but | won't.”

You'd have thought a current Labour
MP would have been eager to talk poli-
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tics to politics students. But this is the
same Alison McGovern who recently
resigned from Jeremy Corbyn’s team,
not finding his policies to her taste. The
same Alison McGovern who is a promi-
nent member of ‘Progress’, the right-
wing capitalist Labour group founded by
arch-Blairite Lord Mandelson.

Progress has its own journal, meet-
ings, officers, and conferences. It al-
most constitutes a party in itself. Would
that be like the “party within a party”
that Militant, forerunner of the Socialist
Party, was when in Labour?

That was the very excuse Neil Kin-
nock used to expel Militant supporters.
If your organisation is a socialist ten-
dency, you get expelled. But it's okay for
a capitalist tendency to carry on.

| can, of course, understand why she
wouldn’t want to “talk about the politics
of his time”. That was the time when the
Labour Party was, at its base, a workers’
party - albeit with a pro-capitalist leader-
ship. A time when workers, through their
trade unions, still had a powerful voice
and influence in the party - not so any
more.

One spokesperson for the event told
Radio Merseyside that Wilson had “re-
sisted US pressure to join the Vietham
War.” But, as far as | remember, Wilson
“resisted” only because it was strongly
opposed by the unions, who used their
influence to force his hand.

This is exactly why the likes of McGov-
ern, and her fellow Blairite MPs, oppose
Corbyn’s leadership - and anyone on
the left. They know that if working class
people get the facts about political his-
tory, the game will be up.

Chris Robinson
Wirral

We reserve the right to shorten
and edit letters. Don’t forget to
give your name, address and
phone number. Confidentiality will
be respected if requested.

kids back, says teacher

A delegate at the National Union
of Teachers conference

In March, I sat with one of my stu-
dents as he described with glee that
he had moved into a new home.
He showed me photographs of his
new home, and talked about how
he could now fly his remote-control
helicopter in his living room.

A month ago he was a completely
different child.

He lived in one room with his
family in a hostel. A hostel that pro-
vided nothing: not enough beds, no
cooking facilities, and washing facil-
ities that were shared among many
families. Every day he arrived late
as he had to travel across the city to
school.

Incredibly hard

Despite the conditions he has been
living in, he always smiles. But he
has found it incredibly hard to cope
with school. Learning has not been
important as his priorities have
been led by basic needs.

In the past month, since being re-
housed, he has made more progress
than he made in the previous six
months. He has started to speak more
confidently, and read and write.

As teachers, we know that if chil-
dren are living in poverty and dep-
rivation, it will adversely affect their
mental health and in turn their

learning. In this data-driven edu-
cation system, this is one thing that
can be measured.

Despite the conditions he
has been living in, he al-
ways smiles. But he has
found it incredibly hard to
cope with school. Learning
has not been important as
his priorities have been led
by basic needs. In the past
month, since being re-
housed, he has made more
progress than he made in
the previous six months.

But we are told this is irrelevant,
and all children in primary school
should be working at the same level.
It’s crazy.

There is an increasing number of
children in exactly the same posi-
tion in my school. In Labour-run

Coventry, in the last year, 290 homes
were repossessed. The Citizens’ Ad-
vice Bureau has recorded a 100%
rise in enquiries on homelessness.

Many of these will have been from
families with school-age children.
The main reasons for this, according
to Citizens’ Advice, are the changes
to benefits and benefit sanctions.
Many cannot pay rent or mortgages
to stay in their homes.

Highlight

We need to highlight homelessness
in the same way as we have high-
lighted the use of food banks in
Coventry.

The publication of the numbers of
our children and families living with
constant transience and homeless-
ness should shame this government
in exactly the same way.

We need to fight the cuts locally,
whoever they are carried out by.
Cuts that are removing homeless-
ness support services - the last line
of support for many families.

We need to shame the landlords
that are profiting from this situation,
and evicting our families. Shame the
banks that are repossessing homes.

We need to defend those who face
eviction.

We need to demand that all our
children have a right to safety, to a
home and to an education that is
not fractured because of Tory or
Blairite policy.

photo Eflon/Creative Commons
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts
and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must

AN OPPORTUNITY 0 BUILD
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420 attend 'Socialism Days' in Germany

Against a background of growing polarisation and unease in Germany
420 people from eleven countries were in Berlin for Sozialistische
Alternative's (SAV - sister section of the Socialist Party in Germany)
'congress against war, racism and capitalism'. New young members in
particular put their stamp on the three rallies, 30 workshops and more. A
special collection raised €2,000 for Xekinima (CWI Greece) and Socyalist
Alternatif (CWI Turkey). 100 year-old Theodor Bergmann, who has been
fighting against fascism, Stalinism and capitalism for almost 90 years,
received a standing ovation. Frankfurt taxi driver Alexander said, "Wow!
Full of energy and ideas."

Belgium: Antiracists arrested while far right
demonstrates

Eleven members of Linkse Socialistische Partij/Parti Socialiste de Lutte
(CWI in Belgium) were arrested on 2 April. The previous weekend 400
hooligans led by far-right fascists were escorted by police to disrupt
mourners of the Brussells terrorist attacks. This time hundreds of
anti-racists turned out to guarantee the far right were opposed, but the
police arrested dozens of anti-fascists, including members of LSP/PSL.
See 'Scandal in Brussels' at socialistworld.net
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ANEW PARTY Or THE 997%

Tony Saunois
CWI secretary

he US presidential elec-

tion campaign represents

a turning point in the

country and the struggles

of the working class and
all those exploited by capitalism.

The two party political system is
now disintegrating. US society is
gripped by a mass politicisation and
rejection of, or mass opposition to,
the established political parties and
their leadership.

26% of the electorate are regis-
tered Republicans and 30% Demo-
crats. Yet the largest group regis-
tered are ‘independents’ - 43%. This
indicates some of the potential sup-
port for a new party.

Both capitalist parties - Repub-
licans and Democrats - are riven
by division and upheaval. The
emergence of the right-wing, rac-
ist, reactionary populist, Donald
Trump, signifies a loss of control
of the Republican Party by the rul-
ing class. At the same time there is
a massive struggle under way to win
the Democratic Party nomination,
as millions have rallied to support
“Democratic Socialist” Bernie Sand-
ers’ challenge to the pro-Wall Street,
Hilary Clinton.

At root, these developments re-
flect a massive class polarisation
which has opened up. It is reflected
in the enormous inequality which
has opened like a chasm ripping so-
ciety apart.

Following the application of ‘Rea-
ganomics’ (the neoliberal policies
of 1980s president, Ronald Reagan),
the richest 1% saw their income in-
crease by a staggering 270% while
the rest remained stagnant or de-
clined. If wealth distribution was
the same today as in the 1970s the
bottom 20% would each be $11,000
ayear better off!

Among young people in particu-
lar there is a revolt against the “sys-
tem” and thirst to listen to socialist
ideas as an alternative to the still
powerful but decaying US imperial-
ism. The Wall Street Post carried an
article entitled: “Our socialist youth:
Why millennials are embracing a
bad old term... This week, we're talk-
ing about the rise of socialism”.

The bold intervention of the
CWI co-thinkers,
Socialist
Alternative,
(especially the
victory of Kshama
Sawant in the Seattle

council elections), has been one
factor which has contributed
to developments around the
Sanders campaign, and
assisted in putting the
issue of socialism on the
table for debate in the
election.

The capitalist press
and media have down-
played, ignored or at-
tacked Sanders’ cam-
paign. However, over
five million people have
donated to his campaign.
Following his landslide
wins in Washington, Alaska
and Hawaii he raised a further
$4 million in two days!

Machine
His results in the primaries on 16
March are an indication of his grow-
ing support. In Illinois, which in-
cludes Chicago he went from being
20 points behind to lose by only a
few percentage points! In Chicago
he polled 45.5% of the vote despite
having the entire rotten Democratic
Party machine pitted against him.

In Chicago a bitter struggle is tak-
ing place against the hated Demo-
cratic Mayor, Rahm Emanuel, Oba-
ma’s former Chief of Staff. Emanuel,
who endorsed Clinton in the pri-
mary, is carrying out vicious attacks
involving the sacking of teachers
and closure of public schools. The
militant teachers’ union, the CTU,
called a strike on 1 April, joined by
fast food workers demanding a min-
imum wage of $15 an hour.

In state after state, mass rallies
of thousands - even
tens of thousands £
- have taken
place. One of
the most recent
was in Seattle
- attended by
20,000 people
- called at two
days’ notice!
It was also
addressed
by Socialist
Alternative

Kshama Sawant photo
Seattle City Council/
Creative Commons

member and councillor Kshama
Sawant, who called for ‘a new party
of the 99%.

Yet the undemocratic nature
of the Democratic primaries and
Democratic Party means that it is
still unlikely Sanders will win a ma-
jority of the elected delegates.

The Democratic Party has hun-
dreds of ‘super delegates’ - former
and current senators, governors,
presidents, party officials and oth-
ers - who are mainly defenders of
the ruling class and whose votes can
act as a veto on Clinton’s behalf.

In reality it is not a party with in-
dividual membership but an elec-
toral machine with no democratic
check or accountability.

In Arizona there is a major up-
heaval following Clinton’s victory
as it has emerged that tens of thou-
sands of people were prevented
from voting due to lack of sufficient
polling stations, ballot papers and

. people being wrongly registered.

There is a demand for a re-run
of the election. But the election
system is designed to block the
type of revolt that is currently
taking place.
Despite the fact that the
un-democratic primary
system and super delegates
are likely to prevail and
endorse Clinton, the party
convention in July is set to
: be a battleground.
» This will pose the
crucial question
of what next for
. | Bernie should
. Clinton, as is
. most likely,
| secure the
. nomination.
The
CWI and
Socialist

~ WWW.BERNIESANDERS.COM r

Alternative have argued that it was
a mistake for him not to run as an
independent and use the campaign
as the basis to build a new party of
the 99% and the working class that
will fight Wall Street and the ruling
class.

Nonetheless, Socialist Alternative
launched the ‘Movement for Bernie’
to try and assist those drawn to this
movement to reach the conclusion
of the need to build a new party and
for Bernie to run independently if
blocked by the Democratic Party.

What should Bernie do if he loses
the convention? Urgently call a na-
tional assembly of Sanders support-
ers and those who want to fight to
defend all workers’ interests, against
racism and build a new political
alternative to the capitalist Repub-
licans and Democrats and the rul-
ing class they represent. This could
lay the basis to harness the move-
ment his campaign has unleashed
and debate the next step to take the
struggle forward.

If blocked at the Democratic con-
vention his struggle should con-
tinue and he should stand as an
independent or on the Green Party
ticket in the November Presidential
elections.

This is the way to ensure the mass
movement that has developed
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is taken further forward and the
next stage of the struggle prepared
for. From this the basis could be
laid to build a new party from this
movement.

At the outset of his campaign
Bernie declared that if defeated
for the Democratic nomination he
would endorse Clinton. This would
risk dissipating the mass movement
aroused in this struggle.

While it is entirely understand-
able that Bernie and many of his
supporters want to defeat the right-
wing Republicans and especially a
racist populist like Trump or Cruz,
endorsing Clinton is not the way to
do this.

Anti-Trump vote
Firstly, it is far from certain that
Clinton would be able to defeat
them, such is the mistrust in her. All
recent opinion polls show that the
candidate most likely to beat both
Trump and Cruz is Bernie Sanders.
The real fear of a big layer that
standing independently could “split
the anti-Trump vote” could be an-
swered, if there was a real threat of
the racist Trump winning, by Bernie
standing in most states, but not in
the tightly fought swing states. This
would allow him to fight in the ma-
jority of other states and forge to-

Bernie Sanders' right-wing establishment opponents
- Republican Donald Trump and Democrat Hillary
Clinton photo Wikimedia/Creative Commons
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" Bernie Sanders photo Michael
Vadon/Creative Commons

gether the forces for a new party.

Standing as an independent and
using this campaign to lay the ba-
sis for building a new party would
ensure that a weapon is forged for
the US working people to use in the
struggles that will erupt under either
a Clinton or Republican adminis-
tration and future elections to the
House of Representatives and Sen-
ate two years later.

Recently Bernie has been more
conditional about endorsing Clin-
ton. He in effect placed conditions
on her saying she needed to support
a programme of: Medicare for all,
a single-payer healthcare system, a
$15 hourly minimum wage; rebuild-
ing of crumbling infrastructure, ac-
tion on climate change, free tuition
at colleges and universities, a tax on
Wall Street speculation and an end-
ing of all corporate loopholes.

This reflects the dynamic of the
campaign and pressure from the
new fresh forces supporting him. At
the same time he wrongly raised the
idea of transforming the capitalist
Democratic Party rather than build-
ing a new party.

As the CWI has pointed out previ-
ously the formation of new workers’
parties rarely takes place in a pure
form, especially where conscious
socialists or Marxists are not at the
head of the process.

These upheavals in the USA have
crucial lessons for the international
workers' movement and are an an-
ticipation of the developments that
will rock other countries. They will
have a big impact on the interna-
tional workers' movement as they
are unfolding in the world’s largest
imperialist power.

The CWI and Socialist Alterna-
tive is actively involved and par-
ticipating in these struggles, assist-
ing workers and to youth draw the
conclusion that a new independent
party of working people is necessary
and taking the steps needed to help
build it.

be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions.

M No to privatisation and the Private
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise
all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and run them
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives
of service workers and users.

M Free, publicly run, good quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘free schools’!

M A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out private contractors!

M Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on
an environmentally sustainable basis,
to provide good quality homes with
low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate
step towards a real living wage. For an
annual increase in the minimum wage
linked to average earnings.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers

to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

B An immediate 50% increase in the
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For
fighting trade unions, democratically
controlled by their members. Full-time
union officials to be regularly elected
and receive no more than a worker’s
wage. Support the National Shop
Stewards Network.

B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay.

ENVIRONMENT
M Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy and into ending the problems
of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.
M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.
M A democratically planned, low-fare,
publicly owned transport system, as
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

RIGHTS

M Oppose discrimination on the
grounds of race, gender, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

M Repeal all laws that trample over
civil liberties. For the right to protest!
End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman'’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY
B For a new mass workers’ party
drawing together workers, young
people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big
business parties. Support the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition as an
important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
M No to imperialist wars and
occupations.

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and
the banking system that dominate
the British economy, and run them
under democratic working class
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of
proven need.

M A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of
the overwhelming majority of people,
and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

M No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

www.socialistparty.org.uk

02089888777

@Socialist_party § Text 07761 818206 f /CWISocialistParty
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Take the wealth off the super-rich

Dave Murray

t has been called the “biggest leak

in history”: 2.6 terabytes of informa-

tion, containing 11.5 million files -

the client database of Mossack Fon-

seca, a shady Panamanian law firm
- was secretly passed to the International
Coonsortium of Investigative Journalists
(IC1J) roughly a year ago.

What companies like Mossack Fon-
seca do is allow the global rich to hide
their money. Of course when we say hide
we mean “steal” and when we say “their”
we mean “our’, since most of this cash
has been generated by fraud, theft, illegal
trafficking of drugs, people and weap-
ons, misappropriation of public funds,
corruption in public office, tax avoidance
and tax evasion.

The anonymous shell companies,

foundations and trusts they set up have
been likened to “getaway cars” for the
high-end criminal. You load up the swag
and put your foot down. On second
thoughts, drive as slowly as you like - the
cops are in on it.

The ICIJ started to release the story
over the last few days through respectable
outlets like the Guardian and the BBC.
What is remarkable, given the wealth of
new evidence, is that the focus has been
on cases that were already in the public
domain. For example, David Cameron’s
late father, who set up an offshore trust to
hide the family millions from UK tax col-
lectors, (widely reported in 2012).

Another focus has been on people
from the Washington book of bad guys
such as Vladimir Putin, or various mem-
bers of the politburo of the Chinese
‘Communist’ party, all of who, unsurpris-
ingly, have secret hoards of cash.

Is it possible that most of the people
implicated in this scandal are ‘respect-
able’ business figures and politicians
from western ‘democracies’? People like
Cameron who says that his tax affairs
are a “private matter” and who claims
to have done nothing illegal? The ICIJ’s
data would seem to say so - with the UK
featuring strongly as a source of dirty
money.

While 2,200 children die every day
from diarrhoea, an easily treatable ill-
ness, $20 trillion sits anonymously in off-
shore jurisdictions around the world. Tax
avoidance is not a victimless crime.

Unfortunately, while the villains make
the rules, it is not a crime at all.

However, the departure of Iceland’s
prime minister over the scandal shows
that mass public pressure can achieve
change.

It’s time to put them all out of business.
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B Reverse the cuts
to HM Revenue
Customs. Close tax
loopholes and enforce collection
of avoided taxes. Increase

taxgs on the super-rich and big See ‘Fighting
business the great tax
B Nationalise the banks and rObber_y'l_at
the major corporations under dehuioelel e

party.org.uk
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democratic workers’ control
and management - with
compensation only on the basis
of proven need

B Through public ownership of ISSN 1366-
the commanding heights of the
economy, democratic socialist
planning of industry and services
can be introduced to meet the

9%

needs of the majority

713667962
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