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Sarah Wrack
Waltham Forest Socialist Party

When we 
organise 
and fight 
back, we can 
win. That’s 

the lesson of the Butterfields 
Won’t Budge campaign. 

When the east London tenants first met at 
a street meeting on a cold and wet February 
morning, they agreed to set out with one aim- 
to stay in their homes. And now it seems that’s 
exactly what they’ve achieved. 

On 8 October it was announced that a deal has 
been agreed, subject to contract, for Dolphin 
Living Trust to buy the 49 flats on the Butter-
fields estate which are still tenanted. This comes 
ten months after 63 families were first told that 
their homes had been sold and their new land-
lord wanted them out. 

Evictions halted
Unfortunately 13 have moved under the pres-
sure of the threatened evictions and one disa-
bled pensioner sadly died recently. But the 
evictions will now cease, along with all court 
proceedings, and all remaining tenants will be 
able to stay in their homes.  

“Thank you to all involved for making us re-
alise we were not powerless to resist” Adrienne, 
treasurer of the tenants association, wrote on 
the campaign’s Facebook page on behalf of the 

tenants. As news spread around the estate 
and supporters, the mood was ecstatic and 
emotional. “People really can change things” 
more than one resident remarked. 

They all talked of a weight lifted from their 
shoulders, many saying they had been in-
creasingly worried, with Christmas approach-
ing, of the insecurity hanging over them. All 
expressed huge gratitude to the So-
cialist Party for the unwavering sup-
port and guidance offered from the 
start. 

Bucking the trend
We spent the day discussing how 
we’d got here. Many people com-
mented on how the experience at 
Butterfields is completely counter 
to the general trend in housing at 
the moment. 

More than a million people are 
waiting for council homes. Every 
week there are new stories of peo-
ple being housed in temporary 
accommodation miles away from 
where they’re from because of 
shortages. In the private rented 
sector people live in fear of evic-
tion and the average Londoner 
spends two thirds of their income 
on rent. 

In this context the Butterfields 
victory is huge. Its lessons must 
be learnt in every area and every 
housing campaign. At the heart of 
the tactics of the campaign was a 
simple message from tenants - 
“we’re not moving”. 
■ Continued on page 2
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■ Continued from front page
This was backed up with success-
fully demanding a boycott of the 
properties by estate agents, disrupt-
ing auction sales, covering the estate 
in posters and banners, getting the 
support of John McDonnell, fund-
raising to prepare for legal battles, 
being ready to resist against bail-
iffs, a social media campaign which 
gathered donations and signatures 
in support, and lots more. 

All of the work was organised 
democratically through the ten-
ants’ and residents’ association 
which was set up at the start of the 
campaign on the suggestion of the 
Socialist Party. All involved agree 
this should continue functioning 
to maintain tenant solidarity in the 
future.

These tactics, of being firmly or-
ganised, of not moving, and of bold 
public campaigning, should be rep-
licated across the country. Similar 
issues could be faced by thousands, 
for example, as the Housing and 
Planning Act is implemented by 
councils. 

The ideas and experience of the 
Socialist Party, combined with the 
bravery and determination of these 
tenants, who are from many areas 
of the world and overwhelmingly 
low paid, have been the key factors 
in securing this victory. We’ll con-
tinue working together to ensure the 
contract is signed as agreed and to 
organise a party on 25 November. 
Butterfields Won’t Budge!

Success: Butterfields 
evictions halted!

12 & 13 November
Central London

Socialism 
2016

Hosted 
by the 

Socialist 
Party 

Socialist ideas to 
change the world

Tickets 
& info: 
socialism
2016.net 
or call  
020 8988 
8777

A weekend of discussion and debate

In this politically turbulent autumn, Socialism 2016 will be an 
essential event. Eight years after the world economic crisis, can 
socialism replace capitalism and provide a decent future for all? 
The civil war over Labour’s future continues apace – how can we 
fight the Blairite attacks and build an anti-austerity political voice 
for the 99%? These will be the central themes of the over 100 
hours of discussion and debate at Socialism 2016. 
See the website for the full programme of rallies, workshops and 
discussion forums.

Campaigns

This is a speech made by 
Anna Palumbo (pictured 
below), a leading tenant in 
the campaign, at a meeting 
organised by Waltham 
Forest Trades Council two 
days after hearing the 
news. 
Good evening everybody. I know 
we are all involved in many 
battles - to protect our jobs, 
to protect our homes, to 
ensure our kids’ educa-
tion and future. And I am 
here tonight to testify that 
if you fight, you have a 
chance to win.

We achieved a great 
victory last week. 
We won our homes 
back. 

I live in But-
terfields, a lit-
tle estate in 
Walthamstow, 
whose flats had 
been sold by a 
charity to an ag-
gressive developer, 
who wanted to resell 
them as vacants to 
make the maximum 
profit. 

We faced eviction for 

ten months. We have been threat-
ened with becoming homeless. 
But we decided to fight. We de-
cided not to budge. 

And our lovely Linda and Nancy 
Taaffe, together with other amaz-
ing members of the Socialist Party, 
embraced our cause. They helped 
us organise our battle. They led 
our marches. 

They raised our voices through 
the media. They wiped out our 

tears when we lost our hope, 
encouraging us to hold on 

together and resist.
They sought and ob-

tained political atten-
tion – Shadow Chancellor 

John McDonnell con-
tacted RBS [the mort-
gage holder] and the 
local MP Stella Creasy 

finalised the deal 
with Dolphin. 

And we won! 49 
of 63 flats are now in 
the process of being 
sold to Dolphin Liv-
ing Trust. 

We are celebrat-
ing our victory to-
gether. And I hope 
we can all cele-
brate together the 
victory of many 
other battles.

“The Socialist Party raised our voices”
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Tories’ £5bn for 
housing noT enough
■ For a socialist plan of mass council home building

Suzanne Beishon
Waltham Forest Socialist Party

The Tory party conference made its 
play for our support by appearing 
to announce £5 billion for a mass 
house building programme. They 
gleefully pledged they will be the 
party to alleviate the huge burden of 
crippling housing costs on working 
people.

Chancellor Philip Hammond’s 
speech even seemed to indicate a 
break from some of Osborne’s aus-
terity measures, splashing public 
cash for the greater good of trying to 
“solve the housing crisis”. 

But don’t be fooled into thinking 
this vicious Tory government has 
suddenly softened up. Far from it. 

It is still the same government 

that last year decided to opt out of 
legislation stipulating rental proper-
ties should be “fit for human habita-
tion”. It is still in the same parliament 
filled with landlord MPs - including 
128 Tories, and 50 Labour MPs - 
who feast off renters to supplement 
their generous salaries.

So what does this new scheme re-
ally mean?

Of the newly pledged money, £2 
billion will go on an ‘accelerated 
construction scheme’ to free up 
land for up to 15,000 new homes by 
2020. The other £3 billion will go to 
the ‘home building fund’ to stimu-
late 25,000 more in the same time-
frame, as part of a long-term plan 
for 200,000 homes.

The current council house wait-
ing list in England alone is 1.24 mil-
lion. That doesn’t include people 

not allowed onto the list, and those 
who despair at even trying. 200,000 
mostly private homes will not 
scratch the surface.

Social housing campaign Shout 
calculates that building just 100,000 
social homes a year would save 
nearly a trillion pounds in housing 
benefit in little more than a genera-
tion, as well as guaranteeing more 
safe and secure homes. But the need 
is greater even than that.

It is only a socialist mass house 
building plan that is capable of solv-
ing the crisis. One that takes the 
wealth off the super-rich 1% - and 
uses it democratically to provide se-
cure, affordable homes for all.

 � Housing minister wants even 
smaller homes: read the full story at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Support the Rotherham 12: 
victimised for defying the far right
Alistair Tice
Socialist Party Yorkshire

Chants of “the Rotherham 12 are 
innocent, drop the charges now!” 
and “self-defence is no offence” 
echoed outside Sheffield Crown 
Court on 7 October. A community-
led protest showed support for the 
defendants, including solidarity 
from the Orgreave Truth and Jus-
tice Campaign.

The trial of 12 Asian men, known 
as the Rotherham 12, started 6 Oc-
tober. The charges relate to an inci-
dent which occurred during a far-
right Britain First demonstration in 
Rotherham in September 2015. If 
they are found guilty they will face 
lengthy prison sentences. The 12 
men have been charged with ‘vio-
lent disorder’.

Real crime
But their real crime was simply to 
stand up to racial abuse and vio-
lence perpetrated by supporters of 
far-right groups who have invaded 
Rotherham at least 16 times over the 
last two years.

In 2014, Rotherham was rocked 
by a child abuse grooming scandal. 
Although the perpetrators of these 
crimes included a small group of 
Asian men, unfortunately the 
whole Asian community has faced 
stigmatisation. Far-right groups 
seized on this as an opportunity to 

parachute into the town to sow divi-
sion and attack ‘multiculturalism’.

Over the last two years, the far 
right has organised at least 16 in-
timidating demonstrations, where 
- as the Mirror put it - “protesters 
have arrived in their hundreds, 
many wrapped in England flags and 
chanting anti-Muslim slogans”.

Faced with this hostility dur-
ing the demonstrations, the local 
Asian community lived in fear. They 
were often forced to remain in their 
homes, or close their businesses 
and community centres.

In August 2015, a Muslim grand-
father, Mushin Ahmed, was killed 
during a racially motivated assault. 
His tragic and brutal death spurred 
the local Asian community to join a 
counter-protest against the far right 
on 5 September 2015.

Rotherham 12 supporters have 
conducted a marvellous campaign, 
linking up their case with those 
of Orgreave and Hillsborough. 
Send messages of support to 
rotherham12dc@gmail.com, and 
see rotherham12dc.org for more 
info.

Suicidal phone calls: fight 
to reverse tax credit cuts

Corinthia Ward
Birmingham Central Socialist Party

Concentrix, a private US firm used 
by HM Revenue and Customs to cut 
tax credit payments, has been re-
ceiving suicidal calls from claimants 
- as a result of losing their payments 
thrusting them deeper into poverty. 

An anonymous Concentrix work-
er has spoken out against the firm. 
He highlighted not only the lack of 
training for its 600 staff, but also the 
high volume of desperate calls from 
people who rely and survive on tax 
credits. “People crying down the 
phone to you that they’re down to 
their last bag of wipes, have no food 
in the fridge to feed their kids.”

The Tories awarded Concentrix 
a £75 million contract to investi-
gate potential fraudulent claimants. 
However, hundreds of low-income 

households have had their tax 
credits stopped without being fore-
warned, and without any time to re-
fute the allegations.

Concentrix call centre staff have 
been at the receiving end of these 
highly stressful calls. The same 
whistleblower reported the com-
pany gives them no counselling or 
support. They are instead told to 
“have a smoke... you’ll be fine” - and 
then expected to come back and 
deal with another 40 or 50 calls.

The Socialist Party demands the 
reversal of tax credit cuts, and of 
profiteering from public services. 
All workers should have proper 
training and support, backed up by 
trade union recognition to help hold 
management to account.

A £10 an hour minimum wage will 
ensure less people need to claim tax 
credits. And fund real living benefits 
for all as well.

Asian man arrested 
protesting against the EDL 
in Waltham Forest in 2012
photo Paul Mattsson

ph
ot

o 
W

ill
ia

m
 B

ra
w

le
y/

Cr
ea

tiv
e 

Co
m

m
on

s
photo James Ivens



54 13-19 October 2016 theSocialist13-19 October 2016theSocialist

EditorialEditorial

Fight for a socialist, 
internationalist exit

Tories whip up division over Brexit...

What we think

Three months ago the Tories and British capital-
ism suffered a massive defeat. Similar to the 
Scottish independence referendum in 2014, 
the Brexit vote was a democratic uprising - a re-
jection by millions of working class people of the 

establishment. It dealt a huge blow to European capital-
ism into the bargain. 

The lack of a left exit campaign by most of the leaders 
of the labour movement meant that the only mainstream 
leadership given to Leave was from the racist right wing. 
Understandably that meant many people were repelled 
by that and voted Remain to stand against racism and 
nationalism.

Capitalism’s crisis - continued economic disaster, the 
increasing gap between the obscene wealth at the top 
and the suffering of the rest, growing discontent, and a 
crisis in the establishment political parties - is expressed 
most keenly in the Brexit vote. 

During the referendum campaign, the Tory party was 
split, providing the leadership of both Remain and Leave. 
British big business found itself without a reliable po-
litical party to defend its interests. The Socialist Party 
raised the likelihood that a Brexit vote would bring the 
end of David Cameron and George Osborne. 

We argued, and vigorously fought for, a socialist, in-
ternationalist exit campaign, explaining that the EU is a 
bosses’ club. Had Jeremy Corbyn and the trade union 
leaders taken that bold, socialist approach, that huge 
elemental anger could have been channelled into a fight 
against the Tories and for jobs, homes and services for 
all. It could have brought down not just Cameron but the 
whole Tory government. 

Even though that opportunity was not seized, the Brex-
it vote still tore the Tories apart. Cameron and Osborne 
are gone. If the Labour right had not immediately, scan-
dalously, turned on Corbyn, the Tories could have fallen 
from power. The coup against Corbyn was mounted in 
haste in fear of an early election. 

Tory crisis
So now, temporarily saved by the Blairites, an unelected 
prime minister sits atop a Tory government with a tiny 
majority, voted for by only 24% of the electorate. 

There is a massive anger, a rage against the rich, who 
have gorged on increased wealth since the onset of the 
economic crisis in 2007-8. Inevitably, even despite the 
woeful role of the majority of the trade union leaders, 
there is and will be more struggle. 

At last week’s Tory conference, new prime minister 
Theresa May posed Brexit as a historic turning point, an 
opportunity for “a change in the direction of the nation.” 
May described the Brexit vote as a “quiet revolution”, 
an expression of a “deep, profound and often justified” 
sense that “the world works for the privileged few but 
not for them.” Her aim was to try to abate class struggle. 
To say to working class people that things will change. 
“It was not the wealthy who made the biggest sacrifice 
after the crisis, but ordinary working class families.” She 
used the words “working class” six times in her confer-
ence speech. 

But she also wanted to say to her party and the bosses, 
‘we have to rein it in, or there’ll be trouble for our system’. 
She said: “Resentment will grow and divisions will be en-
trenched”. She made pointed attacks on privileged tax 
avoiders and bosses who pay themselves big dividends 
while workers’ pension schemes collapse.

Fearing the social and economic consequences of 
their policies, the Tories overturned their economic policy 
in one fell swoop. Suddenly, in words at least, and with 
no acknowledgement of the misery imposed for the last 
six years, gone is the promise of endless austerity and 
George Osborne’s commitment to a budget surplus by 

2020, replaced now with talk of government interven-
tion and investment, and reduced austerity. As socialists 
argued from the very start, austerity does not work, even 
from the point of view of capitalism. Slash jobs, wages 
and benefits and people cannot spend money. 

Of course, the government’s hope is to stimulate the 
economy in the interests of the capitalists. The latest 
survey of businesses by the British Chambers of Com-
merce shows a marked slowdown in the services sector 
and widespread fears about Brexit. The UK’s trade deficit 
has widened. The recent crisis of Deutsche bank in Ger-
many is a warning of the huge debt crisis that still besets 
the European economy. Brutal austerity for the majority 
will continue, along with other right-wing divisive policies 
such as grammar schools. 

Tensions
So in the name of trying to create a united country, the 
Tories of course sowed division. The racist right and the 
leaderships of both Remain and Leave camps led cam-
paigns that scapegoated migrants for the vast inequali-
ties of crisis-riven capitalism, and the Tory conference 
confirms the continuation of that, ratcheting up anti-for-
eigner rhetoric. It serves the purpose of a dog-whistle to 
Tory loyalists while stoking up tensions between working 
class people. 

David Cameron’s downfall was in his attempt to square 
the circle: to appease the eurosceptic right of his party 
with a referendum while campaigning in the interests of 
big business for Remain. Theresa May faces the same 
impossibility. 

May campaigned for Remain. But now she has stated 
that Brexit means working towards ‘getting back control’ 
over immigration and achieving sovereignty, ahead of ac-
cess to the single market. 

This is not what the majority of big business want. 
The majority of big business want a ‘soft Brexit’ - that is, 
barely Brexit at all, keeping access to the single market, 
which means free movement of goods, services, capital 
and labour. 44% of British exports go to the single mar-
ket. Big business generally prefers to trade and move 
around capital freely, and to be able to super-exploit 
cheap labour. 

The capitalist establishment needs its political repre-
sentatives to organise for this outcome. But the Tories’ 
inability to come together to achieve this, and the civil 
war in the Labour Party, which is about the future of the 
party as a “second eleven” for capitalism, means there 
is no clear political representation of this requirement. 

While some sections of finance capital look forward to 
the idea of the City of London as a Singapore-style free 

financial centre, the majority see that there are risks to 
London’s leading financial position outside of the EU. 

It is possible that May hopes that grandstanding like 
this will force the hand of other European leaders into 
allowing more concessions on access to the single mar-
ket. But German Chancellor Angela Merkel says categori-
cally that the UK will not be part of the single market 
without the free movement of people. French leader Hol-
lande has warned that Britain will have to “pay a price” 
for Brexit.

Their fear is that Brexit threatens the continuation of 
the EU itself. Once one country dictates its own condi-
tions in the single market the whole project of trying to 
draw different European nations into one capitalist trad-
ing bloc could start to unravel. 

The pound plunged in a ‘flash crash’. CBI bosses fear 
that Brexit will bring the British economy to its knees. 
Carolyn Fairbairn, the CBI director, warned that a ‘hard 
Brexit’ could make things worse for the country’s trade, 
and that a clampdown on migrant labour could “close 
the door” to Britain remaining an open trading economy.

A ‘hard Brexit’ is also not what significant sections of 
May’s own party want. The eurosceptic majority in the 
Tory party oppose the EU at least in part on ‘patriotic’ 
ideological grounds, harking back to British imperial-
ism’s ‘glorious’ past. But while Brexit minister David Da-
vis argues that there is no downside to Brexit, chancel-
lor Philip Hammond has come out as leader of a ‘soft 
Brexit’ movement. He is joined by former education sec-
retary Nicky Morgan and former business minister Anna 
Soubry. 

In particular, Amber Rudd’s speech threatening to 
name and shame companies that employ foreign labour 
was disastrous for the government. Even a pro-Brexit 
former ally of David Cameron, Steve Hilton, called the 
plans “divisive, repugnant and insanely bureaucratic” - 
they might as well announce “that foreign workers will 
be tattooed with numbers on their forearms.” After an 
international outcry the government backtracked within 
one day.

The conference gave the superficial appearance of a 
united party, told by May to “stop quibbling”. But the only 
reason she resists a parliamentary debate on any Brexit 
deal is because she knows she cannot hold her party 
together, and is currently uncertain what Labour will do. 
Her party divisions are also one reason why she doesn’t 
go for an early general election. 

But in Brexit there is a massive opportunity for a Cor-
byn-led Labour Party. 

Corbyn’s opportunity
Immigration was not the key reason that most people 
who voted Leave did so. The biggest reported reason 
was for decisions about the UK to be taken in the UK. 
But for the majority of the 33% who said it was mainly 
about immigration, in reality that is an expression of the 
same thing.

The Socialist Party completely opposes racism and 
racist attacks. But the sentiments expressed in the EU 
referendum are cries of rage expressing powerlessness 
and alienation. It means anger and fear about jobs loss-
es, debt, sky-high rents, low pay, benefit cuts. It is a re-
flection of anger at hospital, library and nursery closures.

A socialist, internationalist Brexit is possible. It means 
fighting for a £10 an hour minimum wage and the abo-
lition of zero-hour contracts; for a mass programme of 
council house building and rent controls; for an end to 
cuts and privatisation in the NHS. 

A socialist Brexit would mean a different kind of Re-
peal Bill - one that annulled all EU regulations which go 
against working class interests, like the rules restricting 
state aid or the posted workers’ directive which drives 
down wages. 

It would mean repealing anti-trade union legislation, 
including the Tories’ latest Trade Union Act, and enforc-
ing collective agreements. It would mean bringing about 
real working class control. 

All of this necessitates standing up to big business and 
its demands, and instead defending working class inter-
ests. A capitalist economic crisis only means job losses 
and pay cuts for workers because the bosses of major 
companies demand it, while continuing to line their own 
pockets. A socialist Brexit would take such companies 
into public ownership. Nationalising the banks and the 
big companies that dominate the economy would protect 
jobs and livelihoods, and enable democratic planning of 
resources to ensure decent homes and public services 
for all. A socialist Brexit would mean building internation-
al workers’ solidarity and collaboration. 

■ Leon Trotsky Why does the 
capitalist establishment still fear 
Trotsky’s ideas? Peter Taaffe writes

■ Corbynomics Hannah Sell on the 
political and economic barriers to 
Corbyn’s programme

■ £3 incl postage: Socialism Today PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD 
Subscribe for £25 a year at socialismtoday.org
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In Brexit there is a massive 
opportunity for a Corbyn-led 

Labour Party... a socialist, 
internationalist Brexit  

is possible

Bob Crow and transport union RMT marching against EU austerity with 
international trade unions in Brussels, 2010   photo Paul Mattsson

May prioritises attacking migrant 
workers over big business access 
to the ‘single market’...  photo 
Policy Exchange/Creative Commons

...but Chancellor Philip Hammond 
wants to stay in the bosses’ single 
market at any cost...  photo Gareth 
Milner/Creative Commons

...Corbyn’s Labour should instead 
annul all EU agreements which 
oppose working class interests   
photo Garry Knight/Creative Commons

Socialist internationalism means solidarity and collaboration with workers 
and their organisations, not the capitalists and theirs  photo Paul Mattsson
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Where next for the BMA - is the junior 
doctors’ dispute really all over?
Glenn Kelly
Socialist Party industrial department

Having called off the strike action 
and lost the court case, many will be 
wondering if it’s all over for the jun-
ior doctors. Will they now be forced 
onto the new contracts with all that 
entails for their pay, working lives 
and the threat to NHS services?   

Many junior doctors are an-
gry over the calling off of the 
action and still want a fight. 
Despite the news headlines saying 
that the game is up, the fact is the 
court case against the government 
has revealed a chink in their armour 
and now a new tactic for the junior 
doctors and their supporters has 
opened up.

It has been revealed that the foun-
dation trusts can’t be forced to im-
plement the new contracts. There is 
already some talk that some won’t 
in an attempt to placate their own 
doctors or to use it to try to poach 
doctors from other trusts to relieve 
the staffing shortages.

This has caused some panic in the 
government who have threatened 
trusts that if they refuse to impose 
the new contracts then they will cut 
the training grants for doctors. 

However, what this reveals is that 
the trusts do have the power to ig-
nore the government and if they are 
put under enough pressure they can 
be forced to give in. 

This raises the prospect that lo-
cal BMA junior doctors commit-
tees could now demand from their 
trust that they will not impose the 
new contract. If they won’t give 
this assurance then local BMA 
branches could demand to be bal-
loted for strike against their own 
trusts.  

The junior doctors should be sup-
ported by local trade unions and 
trades councils.  They could organ-
ise lobbies of the trust boards de-
manding that they don’t impose the 
new contract.  

The Labour Party says it doesn’t 
support the imposition of the con-
tract. If so then we should demand 
that Labour councils use their scru-
tiny powers over the local health 
services and demand they refuse to 
impose the new contracts - in fact 
Jeremy Corbyn should put that call 
out now.  

If local BMA junior doctors, with 
the support of local trade unions, 
could force a retreat by one trust, 
this can give confidence to spread 
the action.

Union campaign strikes blow against bromley tories
A Unite member

Unite the Union members are cel-
ebrating another victory against the 
privatisation plans of the vicious 
Tories who run Bromley Council. 
The council had plans to hand eight 
libraries over to charities to run with 
volunteers only. 

The remainder were to be priva-
tised as part of a joint attack along 
with the Tories on Bexley Council. 
The two councils planned to do one 
tendering exercise in order to mini-
mise the cost of the tendering pro-
cess - never mind the cost to the ser-
vice, jobs or the pay and conditions 
of library workers. 

First, a determined union-led 
campaign forced the charity “Brom-
ley Community Link” to pull out. 
Now in a dramatic turn, Bexley 
Council have said that they are not 
proceeding with plans to privatise 
their libraries.

This is another big victory for the 
long running campaign and leaves 
Bromley council totally discredited.  
Despite this, Bromley Council have 
issued a statement saying that they 
are going to go ahead on their own 
and privatise all their libraries!

They certainly are on their own - 
80% of residents who responded to 
the council consultation exercise 
said that they do not want their li-
brary services privatised. 

The union believes that organisa-

tions such as Carillion are lining up 
to take over the service. This is the 
same blacklisting company which, 
when not victimising trade union 
members, took over libraries in 
Croydon and immediately imposed 
redundancies. 

In an attempt to hide the fact 
that the company would run the 
service based on making a profit 
rather than the needs of residents, 
the council have publicly stated that 
this is not privatisation - but is in 
fact “outsourcing”. 

But this crude propaganda fools 
nobody. Unite is now preparing to 
target a campaign against Carillion 
and has promised that further strike 
action will follow in defence of 
libraries. 

This campaign has won victories 
because it is a trade union-led cam-
paign - community campaigns are 
vital, but just as vital is that the trade 
unions representing the workers in 
libraries take the lead. 

This has also been the case in 
Greenwich where Socialist Party 
members in the Unite branch 
have led and won campaigns 
stopping library closures, defending 
permanent jobs and halting 
casualisation while protecting pay 
and conditions. 

The message is clear - trade un-
ions have the power to save our li-
braries as demonstrated by Unite 
members in Bexley and Greenwich.

Greenwich Unite library 
campaigners in 2012 
photo Paul Mattsson

photo Paul Mattsson
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 J Southern strike

Socialist Party members joined 
RMT strikers at London’s Victoria 
station on 11 October, the first 
morning of a three day walk-out 
on Southern Rail. The long-run-
ning dispute has been stepped 
up with further action planned on 
18 October and dates in Novem-
ber and December. Mick Cash, 
the RMT’s general secretary, 
said: “Despite all of the threats 
and bullying from the company, 
RMT can confirm that the strike 
action is rock solid and deter-
mined again across the Southern 
Rail network.”

 J William Hill wage axe
Managers for William Hill book-
makers across the country are 
set to lose up to £6,000 from 
their salaries as the company 
undergoes a restructure. While 
shop floor staff have been 
brought up to the Tory ‘living 
wage’ of £7.20, the companies’ 
top managers seem to believe 
that this justifies sacrificing the 
pay of long-serving staff as the 
gambling market, like retail, is 
being squeezed. 
This move has seen Unite the 
Union respond with a series of 
protests outside William Hill 
stores across the country on 7 
October. In Leeds, protesters 
leafletted outside the shop on 
Boar Lane. 
The protest got strong support 
from passing members of the 
public, several of who stopped 
to help us leaflet other people 
passing by. One former William 
Hill worker, who while passing 
offered their support, simply told 
us: “they’re an awful company to 
work for.” Workers in bookies like 
William Hill are put under a lot of 
pressure, handling large sums 
of cash sometimes with just one 
person in the store. 
The Socialist Party supports 
Unite’s attempts to organise 
these workers and gain a decent 
wage and working conditions. 
Iain Dalton, Leeds

photo Helen Pattison

sheffield bin workers’ strike: “aboUt more than pay”
Alistair Tice 

Sheffield  bin workers took one-day 
strike action to fight for a better pay 
rise on 5 October. Veolia, which has 
a 35 year contract to run Sheffield 
council’s waste management 
services, has only offered a 3% 
rise over the next two years. GMB 
union members voted 70% for strike 
action.

There had been a few rumblings 
of discontent about the strike so a 
gate meeting was held at 6am. Af-
ter a strong appeal by GMB officer 
Pete Davies for workers  to stick to-
gether, no-one wanted to suspend 
the strike.

Around 100 strikers then picketed 
outside the Lumley Street depot. 
GMB members had taken a one-
day  strike  in April this year against 
management bullying and ‘spy in 
the cab’ technology, their first strike 
for 17 years.

Paul, one of the strikers, told me: 
“That strike made me feel empow-
ered. Since then they’ve stopped 
pulling people into the office and 
the cab cameras are turned off. We 
need to get back some of that pre-
1980s workers’ dignity. I don’t know 

if we’ll win a better  pay  rise but if 
our strike helps bankrupt Veolia 
so the council has to take us back 
in-house, then it will be worth it. It 
can’t be morally justified for a big 
corporation like Veolia to be getting 
council taxpayers’ money when all 
they’re interested in is profit.”

Another, Mick, said: “It’s about 
more than pay. Veolia want us 
to start earlier and work longer. 
They’re bringing in more and more 
agency workers (many who were 
used to scab on the strike). We want 
the  council  to take them back in-
house but this Labour council is like 
a Conservative one with all the cuts 
and privatisation.”

Next strike
Since the strike, a Veolia Unite rep 
in Haringey, London, tipped off the 
GMB in Sheffield that a letter was 
posted on their noticeboard and 
had been sent to a number of Veolia 
regions asking for drivers and load-
ers to come to Sheffield to clear up 
the bins not collected due to the 
strike, including offering overnight 
hotel accommodation! 

This angered the Sheffield  bin 
workers so much that they’ve called 
a second strike for 17 October.

photo Ivor Ibrahamsen/
Creative Commons

Sheffield Socialist Party reporters 

“AMEY = A Massive Empty Yard”. 
That’s how one of the ‘bright’ sparks 
(electrician) described the effect of 
the GMB union’s strike at the Amey 
depot at Olive Grove in Sheffield, 
because so few had gone into work.

Over 200 GMB members took 
one-day strike action on 10 October, 
to protest at Amey’s threat of com-
pulsory redundancies from their 
misnamed ‘Streets Ahead’ team.

Sheffield  council  privatised its 
Highways and Street Lighting de-

partment four years ago under a 
£2.2 billion 25-year Private Finance 
Initiative deal with Amey.

At the time of the staff transfer 
(under the TUPE protection of terms 
and conditions), the council staff 
were assured in an official briefing: 
“There are 480 people currently on 
the transfer list and we will need 
every one of you for the full 25 years.” 
Now Amey, having completed the 
first phase of installation, is saying 
that TUPE-ed workers face the sack 
with the street lighting team being 
reduced from 108 down to 21. Those 
kept on will be on Amey’s reduced 

terms and conditions.
After voluntary redundancies, 

five face compulsory redundancy 
which Amey is refusing to budge on 
because further job cuts will follow 
among employees who are resurfac-
ing roads and footpaths.

Yet Amey is sub-contracting 
around 250 jobs to external contrac-
tors, mostly from out of town, to ef-
fectively do their work. So this strike 
has centred on “Sheffield jobs”. 
Joined by strikers from the Eccles-
field depot, around 30 demonstrat-
ed outside Olive Grove depot before 
marching into the city centre to pro-

test at the town hall. 
As Patrick, one of the strikers, 

said: “We need to sort this council 
out, they’re the ones that privatised 
our jobs and gave the contract to 
Amey”.

Another striker said that since 
Amey took over he’d never seen so 
many Mercedes cars in the manag-
ers’ car park. Senior  GMB  steward, 
Jake O’Malley, said: “They’re getting 
a big slice of the cake and all we get 
is crumbs. They won’t even negoti-
ate on pay!”

Another strike is planned for 17 
October.

AMEY: A Massive Empty Yard

Ritzy strikers followed their 
picket line on 7 October with a 
rally outside the British Film (BFI) 
Institute festival and march to 
Leicester Square. Workers asked 
that if BFI can pays its staff the 
London Living Wage, why can’t 
Picturehouse? The National 
Shop Stewards Network (NSSN) 
supported the march from London’s 
South Bank to the West End’s hub 
for UK film premieres. On arriving 
in Leicester Square, strikers rallied 
outside an Odeon - surrounded 
by celebrity-spotters staking out 
the red carpet for ‘La La Land’. 
Their huge red flag, wide banner, 
drums and chanting for the living 
wage attracted a lot of interest. 
There will be a joint strike between 
Ritzy and Hackney Picturehouse 
cinema workers on 15 October from 
12noon. photo James Ivens
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Poland: Mass MoveMent stoPs total ban on abortion
On 6 October women in Poland won a crucial victory as 
proposed legislation to impose a near-total ban on abortion was 
overwhelmingly defeated, writes Tessa Warrington.
An estimated 140,000 women in over 60 cities took part in the 
national ‘women’s strike’ opposing the ban on Monday 3 October. 
As a direct result of this mass movement, the Polish parliament, 
having initially voted to consider the proposed ban, has now been 
forced back, voting 352-58 against it. 
This climbdown represents the first major setback for the ruling 
(in coalition) conservative Law and Justice (PiS) party, proving 
that mass action can take on governments and win. 
However, even before the ban Poland already had one of the most 
restrictive anti-abortion laws in Europe. Abortion is only permitted 
in the case of incest, rape, a serious threat to the health of the 
mother, or deformation of the foetus.

In the following article Paul Newbury of Alternatywa Socjalistyczna 
(CWI in Poland) describes the strike action and charts the way 
forward for the pro-choice movement in Poland.

Women demand 
a real choice

Plans to impose a total ban 
on abortion have sparked 
a massive explosion of an-
ger in Poland. On Monday 
3 October a strike of Polish 

women was called, inspired by the ex-
ample of Icelandic women, who held 
a nationwide strike in 1975. 

The 3 October protests were easily 
the biggest ever protests in defence of 
abortion rights in Poland, far exceed-
ing those in 1993 when the current 
ban on abortion was introduced.

The first wave of the movement 
started in spring 2016 with the an-
nouncement that a right-wing pres-
sure group had collected over 100,000 
signatures (finally they collected 
400,000), required to submit a draft 
law to the Polish parliament which 
would impose a total ban on abor-
tion. Violating it could result in pun-
ishing women with up to three years 
in prison. 

The barbarity of the proposals is 
illustrated by the fact that all miscar-
riages would be treated as suspected 
abortions and would be subject to 
criminal investigation.

Poland already has one of the most 
restrictive anti-abortion laws in Eu-
rope. Moreover, abortion is often 
prevented by doctors who exploit the 
so-called ‘conscience clause’ and im-
pose their own religious beliefs on pa-
tients by refusing vital treatment.

This law was forced through at the 
beginning of the 1990s, when Poland 
was undergoing capitalist restoration: 
an economic and social counter-rev-
olution alongside a few democratic 
reforms. 

But the sham of the democratic 
reforms is shown by the fact that 

despite the opposition of the over-
whelming majority of society (over 
70% of the population was against an 
abortion ban and supported abortion 
for “social reasons”, which basically 
meant abortion on demand) the anti-
abortion law was forced through. 

At the same time, religion was 
introduced in schools and the con-
cordat was signed, which gave the 
church enormous material and po-
litical privileges. Politicians of all the 
parties called this a ‘compromise’. 
However, it is not a compromise but a 
national disgrace and it created a hell 
for women.

Spontaneous movement 
In response to the proposed ban this 
spring, a massive spontaneous move-
ment was created on social networks. 
This led to a series of demonstrations 

around the country, each involving 
several thousand protesters.

One of the initiatives focused on 
collecting over 100,000 signatures 
in order to submit a “citizen’s initia-
tive” draft law that would liberalise 
the abortion law, allowing abortion 
regardless of the reason for up to 12 
weeks. 

Despite many voices within the 
movement calling only for the de-
fence of the current, extremely re-
strictive law, the idea of a citizen’s 
initiative was finally embraced by the 
wider movement, which managed to 

collect over 250,000 signatures and 
present its draft law to parliament.

At the end of September both the 
draft laws were presented to parlia-
ment on the same day. 

A second wave of struggle be-
gan with so-called ‘Black Protests’ 
(Czarny Protest) which were organ-
ised all over the country. Men and 
women dressed in black to mourn the 
death of women’s rights. 

Demonstrations were held in many 
towns and people posted photos 
of themselves dressed in black on 
social networks with the hashtag 

#CzarnyProtest and #BlackProtest.
Predictably, parliament rejected 

the draft law liberalising abortion 
rights, while allowing the draft law 
introducing a total abortion ban to 
go through to the committee stage. At 
the same time it was announced that 
in vitro fertility (IVF) treatment may 
be banned, as well as access to emer-
gency contraception. 

This unleashed widespread anger 
at the arrogance and contempt that 
politicians and the church have for 
women and activated wider layers 
to get involved in protests than 
previously.

Women’s strike
Around this time the idea was raised 
of organising a strike of women. This 
idea came from within the movement 
by women who had no previous trade 
union or strike experience. 

However, due to the anti-trade un-
ion laws and the difficulty of organ-
ising a legal strike, even by a trade 
union, women were not encouraged 
to actually strike but rather to take a 
day off work on what was nicknamed 
Czarny poniedzialek (Back Monday). 

Many women were prevented from 
taking part in this strike because they 
have poor work contracts and have 
no right to a day off on demand. For 
example, the Lidl supermarket chain 
threatened to sack staff who took a 
day off on Monday.

Finally, on the day of the strike, 
OPZZ (one of the three major trade 
union federations) expressed its sup-
port and pledged to defend its mem-
bers from victimisation, should they 
decide to participate in the protest. 
Thanks to this, many public admin-
istration workers, particularly in local 
government, were able to strike. 

A number of theatres and small 

businesses announced they would 
close that day to allow their staff to 
participate. Many more women, who 
had no option but to work, dressed in 
black to express their support for the 
strike.

The support of OPZZ probably also 
emboldened many teachers, who 
organised group photographs with 
pupils - all dressed in black. In many 
high schools, school students organ-
ised their own strikes, leaving school 
during the first lesson, often with the 
support of their teachers. There were 
some reports of young women being 
threatened by groups of men and spat 
on for participating in the strike.

In Warsaw, several thousand gath-
ered early in the morning outside 
the offices of the ruling party, Law 
and Justice. Later in the afternoon 
they marched in the rain through the 
city centre to Castle Square, where 
roughly 50,000 people gathered - pre-
dominantly young women, students 
and school students. There was a very 
angry, lively mood and lots of home-
made placards.

Unfortunately, the speeches were 
dominated by celebrities and main-
stream political parties, such as the 
liberal party, Nowoczesna, and the 
pro-liberal democracy movement, 
KOD. 

Both of these are political organi-
sations that have jumped onto the 
bandwagon. They have opposed call-
ing for abortion on demand, arguing 
that the movement should limit itself 
to defending the current anti-abor-
tion law. 

Scandalously, representatives 
of feminist organisations and pro-
abortion groups were not given a 
platform. Fortunately, the organisers 
had only planned for a demonstration 
of about 5,000, so most people could 

sentatives of such committees.
Only a clear programme can 

achieve victory. We need to explain 
the need for the right to free, safe 
abortion on demand, which will 
save the lives of numerous women. 
This should be linked to the need 
to fight for decent, good quality, 
free healthcare provided by well-
paid professionals and not religious 
fanatics who block treatment.

Real choice
Many unwanted pregnancies can 
be avoided if contraception is made 
more easily accessible. Nowadays 
contraception is too costly for many 
young women.

Meanwhile, under-18s can only 
visit a gynaecologist with their par-
ents’ consent, which prevents them 
from being able to get a prescription 
for contraception. That is why we de-
mand universal access to free contra-
ception. We also demand sexual edu-
cation instead of religion taught in 
school by Catholic priests and nuns.

Above all, women want a real 
choice - not only whether to have a 
child or not, but also to have a child 
when they want to have one. That is 
why we support free IVF fertility treat-
ment, but also a guaranteed place 
in free public crèches, and nursery 
schools for every child. 

But wider social and economic is-
sues also affect a woman’s choice. It 
is necessary to fight for cheap good 
quality, state-owned social hous-
ing and a decent minimum wage, as 
well as job security. All poor working 
contracts should be abolished and re-
placed with permanent job contracts, 
so that becoming pregnant will not 
mean losing your job.

Fighting for such a change will re-
quire linking up with the working 
class organised in the trade unions. 
The movement should also reach out 
to public administration workers and 
health workers who supported Black 
Monday’s strike. 

Such a struggle will also mean a 
confrontation with the economic sys-
tem, capitalism, which is incapable of 
guaranteeing decent homes, jobs and 
rights for ordinary people.
Full article can be read on 
socialistworld.net

not hear the speeches, anyway! 
After some time, protesters started 

to shout that they should march on 
parliament, and soon the sea of um-
brellas moved off, leaving the organ-
isers behind. 

The march was now illegal, but po-
lice wisely decided to allow it to con-
tinue, only policing the crossroads as 
protesters marched through the city 
centre, choosing their own route and 
stopping all the traffic during the rush 
hour.

Around 10,000 gathered outside 
parliament in the rain. There were 
no speakers, but the mood was loud 
and angry. There were rumours that 
several thousand protesters marched 
to Teatr Polski, the theatre where Ja-
roslaw Kaczynski, leader of the ruling 
party Law and Justice, was having a 
meeting.

The church reacted to the strike of 
Polish women and Black Protest by 
condemning it as a ‘carnival of the 
devil’, showing how out of touch it is 
with reality. 

What now?
Due to the scale of the movement, 
Law and Justice has reacted by an-
nouncing that it will prepare its own 
compromise draft law, which will 
probably allow abortion in the case 
of rape and a threat to the life of the 
woman, but not in the case of a de-
formity of the foetus. 

This, of course, is not a compromise 
at all, but represents a further tighten-
ing of the ban and is completely un-
acceptable. However, it shows that 
the government is beginning to feel 
the pressure.

This is a clear signal that the pres-
sure must be maintained and the 
struggle for abortion rights must 
continue. However, Nowoczesna and 
Civic Platform (the previous ruling 
party), aided by KOD, are attempting 
to take political control and derail the 
movement. 

On the other hand, it is a mistake to 
introduce a ‘no logo’ policy that bans 
all political organisations from inter-
vening. This will allow the compro-
mised politicians in through the back 
door, while preventing smaller, more 
radical organisations from being able 
to get across their ideas and propos-
als for the movement.

The strike of Polish women on 
Black Monday was the high point, but 
it has unleashed new forces that have, 
so far, not been present in the move-
ment: thousands of young angry 
women who are only just entering 
into struggle. An immediate task 
of the movement is to help them 
get organised.

What is lacking is democratic 
structures on the ground at a lo-
cal level, involving activists from 
all the different initiatives that 
have sprung up. Such local dem-
ocratic committees should link 
up on a national level to coordinate 
activities and plan the next major ac-
tion. There should be full democratic 
accountability of all national repre-

Many 
women were 
prevented 
from taking 
part in 
this strike 
because 
they have 
poor work 
contracts 
and have 
no right to 
a day off on 
demand

Women 
want a real 
choice - 
not only 
whether to 
have a child 
or not, but 
also to have 
a child when 
they want to 
have one

Poland’s right-wing prime 
minister, Beata Szydlo 
photo Claude Truong-Ngoc/
Wikimedia Commons
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Demonstrators rally against the government’s threatened 
total abortion ban photos Alternatywa Socjalistyczna
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Lambeth working class demo 
against cuts and gentrification

James Ivens
Lambeth Socialist Party

Working class campaigners glitter-
bombed council steps and marched 
against Blairite gentrification and 
austerity in Lambeth, south Lon-
don, on 8 October.

The newly formed ‘Stand Up to 
Lambeth’ has the backing of nearly 
30 different campaigns. These in-
clude estates the right-wing Labour 
council wants to demolish, and li-
braries it wants to turn into private 
gyms. The local branches of trade 
unions Unison and Unite also sup-

port the campaign.
Angry but upbeat marchers wore 

pink boots, tops and even wigs. The 
campaign’s symbol is a pair of pink 
Doc Martens standing up to the 
Blairite council. The march threw 
pink glitter at the town hall’s en-
trance as it passed.

Involvement
This effort to draw together the 
various campaigns against Blairite 
council attacks is an important de-
velopment. Lambeth Socialist Party 
supports it fully, and takes part in 
organising meetings.

We joined around 200 others on 

the demonstration. This was a great 
turnout for the campaign’s first 
event.

Speaking at the opening rally, we 
called for kicking the Blairites out 
of Labour and letting socialists back 
in. Then we can take on the Tories 
effectively, and push for mass in-
vestment in homes, jobs and ser-
vices for all.

Unfortunately, Jeremy Corbyn 
has so far not responded to the cam-
paign’s appeals for support. This is 
a mistake. The Corbyn movement 
must push for unity with working 
class fighters, not Tory shills still 
clinging to Labour.

“If it wasn’t for MHAGS, I’d be dead” 
was how Stewart shocked the coun-
cil chamber. 

He explained that when he suf-
fered his mental breakdown he 
would not leave his house, but after 
the help and support he got from 
Sheffield  Mental Health Action 
Group (MHAGS) here he was ad-
dressing the city council from the 
public gallery.

Around 25 service users came to 
protest and lobby the council  over 
its decision to withdraw funding to 
MHAGS from April next year. This 
threatens the continued existence 

of the group’s day centre which pro-
vides companionship, food, activi-
ties and trips for around 250 people 
every year.

The Friends of MHAGS campaign 
has been started to fight these cuts. 

At the lobby outside the town hall, 
service users described what the 
group meant to them, and speakers 
from Unite Community and Mo-
mentum gave support.

Inside, MHAGS founder and So-
cialist Party member Tim Jones gave 
an impassioned speech in present-
ing a 700-signature petition de-
manding the restoration of the mea-

gre £10,500 annual grant, £3,500 of 
which is paid straight back to the 
council in rent.

Tim accused the council of mar-
ginalising MHAGS over the years by 
cutting its funding and now locating 
its day centre outside the city centre 
and up a steep hill making it inac-
cessible to many would-be service 
users.

In reply, Jack Scott, the Labour 
council cabinet member, acknowl-
edged the work that MHAGS does, 
admitting that its volunteers save 
the council and the NHS hundreds 
of thousands of pounds a year. He 

also admitted that the council had it 
in its power to restore MHAGS fund-
ing but said that it would be unfair 
on other voluntary organisations.

In other words, because the La-
bour council passes on the Tory 
cuts, voluntary organisations have 
to compete against each other for a 
shrinking pot of money.

Service users left the town hall 
proud of their impact and deter-
mined to continue their campaign 
until the councillors’ weasel words 
are turned into hard cash to keep 
MHAGS open.
Sheffield Socialist Party

Lobby in 
Sheffield to 
keep vital 
day centre 
funding

Iain Dalton 
Socialist Party West Yorkshire 
organiser

“This is about the council trying to 
move the poor out of the city centre 
to create an image of prosperity and 
recovery in Bradford. But it’s an illu-
sion, the council are trying to make 
us believe that poverty doesn’t exist 
here”. 

This summed up the perception 
of Bradford Council’s decision to 
cut funding to the Edmund Street 
Day Centre at a public meeting of 25 
people on 6 October.

The ‘Save Edmund Street Day 
Centre’ campaign has been initiated 
recently by Bradford Socialist Party 
members, receiving significant cov-
erage in local print and radio media. 

The meeting was attended by ser-
vice users, people involved in the 
voluntary and community sectors 
as well as anti-cuts activists.

Disgracefully, despite being in-
vited, not one of the councillors for 
the ward that the service is based in 
turned up to the meeting, to the an-
ger of numerous service users.

Peter Robson, Bradford Social-

ist Party branch secretary, opened 
up the meeting, putting the closure 
of the day centre in the context of 
Bradford Council passing on the 
Tory austerity agenda to the people 
of the city.

Ron, a service user, explained the 
worries many have that the facilities 
to be offered at the Salvation Army 
centre will be able to provide. 

He also pointed out that the Salva-
tion Army is a mile and a half away 
up a steep hill from Edmund Street, 
and that service users have worries 
regarding the Salvation Army’s atti-
tude to the LGBT community.

A campaign planning meeting 
will take place this week and we will 
lobby the upcoming council meet-
ing on the 18 October.

Bradford day centre 
campaigners meet to 
fight closure

The Socialist Party joined 
thousands of others at the 
Battle of Cable Street 80th 
anniversary commemorative 
march and rally on 9 October 
in east London, selling over 
50 copies of the Socialist 
paper. The march celebrated 
the victory over fascism 
in 1936 when an alliance 
of workers, Jews, dockers 
and socialists stopped the 
Blackshirts marching into the 
East End (photo below). 
For more on the Battle of 
Cable Street see issue 918 of 
the Socialist: socialistparty.
org.uk/issue/918/23638

Carlisle Socialist Party

Cumbria County Council is plan-
ning to close three care homes and 
replace them with another building 
which only has 60 beds instead of 
the current 117. Another four homes 
will be closed in West Cumbria. 
Only those suffering from dementia 
and the most complex needs will get 
a place. But what about respite care? 
What about family carers?

Why don’t the council put up a 
fight against the Tory government 
cuts instead of just passing them on 
to the most vulnerable? For six years 
the Blairite New Labour councillors 
have colluded with the local Tories, 
and now the Liberal Democrats, to 
faithfully impose on Cumbria cuts 
to our vital public services.

The councillors are being dishon-
est and cynical in deliberately man-
ufacturing a false impression about 
the necessity of these homes. They 

claim they are half empty, but this 
is because they have recently been 
turning needy people away and not 
employing enough staff in order to 
justify their plan to cut costs.

Their other excuse sounds nice: 
caring for old folk longer in their 
own homes. But the reality will be 
a carer finding an ‘independent’ 
incontinent old person lying face 
down on the floor after a fall in the 
night suffering hypothermia. 

“Care in the community” means 
abandoned in the community. 
These cuts will be fatal. They, and 
the cuts to the NHS and Cumbrian 
schools, must be abandoned now.

Carlisle Socialist Party have start-
ed a campaign against these clo-
sures and have collected over 300 
signatures to our petition already. 

 � Join our fight against the cuts 
and come to our public meeting 
on 17 October at 7pm at the Club 
Britannia, 35 Lowther St, Carlisle

Fight to save care 
homes in Carlisle

The council are trying 
to make us believe that 
poverty doesn’t exist 
here 

Mark Evans 
Llanelli & West Wales Socialist 
Party

The Socialist Party sold the So-
cialist and leafleted outside a Mo-
mentum (or Welsh Labour Grass-
roots as they’re known in Wales) 
meeting in Swansea Council 
chambers on 8 October. 

Our leaflets and paper were 
well received and we had a 
friendly response from the 70 at-
tendees who we informed that it 
was our intention to attend the 
meeting.

The three of us sat at the back 
and after about 40 minutes were 
asked to leave the meeting. We 
were the only ones asked to leave 
even though there were members 
of other parties present. Given 
that no one was on the door it 
was also quite possible for right-
wingers to be present. 

As we left someone else left 
with us as and told us she couldn’t 
understand why we were asked to 
leave. 

Another approached us out-
side and queried the decision. 
It’s not the first time I have been 
asked to leave the council cham-
ber but the last time we had oc-
cupied the chamber protesting 
against the actions of a right-wing 
Labour council implementing the 
Poll Tax.

Before we were asked to leave, 
a speaker from Unite mentioned 
the witch hunt in the Labour 
Party but the irony of asking us 
to leave was lost on those leading 
the meeting.

The speaker from Unite 
unfortunately repeated the 
myth peddled by most union 
bureaucracies that the Labour 
leadership in Wales is not right-
wing, claiming  Labour First 
Minister Carwyn Jones would 
work with Jeremy Corbyn. 

But this is not true and, along 
with throwing Socialist Party 
members out, shows the leader-
ship of Momentum do not have 
a strategy to defeat the Blairites 
- the real ones who should be 
shown the door.

Momentum should show 
Blairites the door, not 
Socialist Party members!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206
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Appeal: 
Don’t let the banks 
wreck our finances!
Naomi Byron
Socialist Party finance department

HSBC shut down the main York-
shire Socialist Party membership 
subs account on 12 September 
without notice and without tell-
ing any of the signatories! We only 
found out the account was shut 
when members contacted us ask-
ing why their subs had been paid 
back into their account! 

HSBC is a byword even among 
banks for dodgy dealings. From 
the financial crash of 2008 where 
they were fined $470 million by US 
regulators for “abusive mortgage 
practices” to allowing millions 
of dollars of suspect transactions 
through their accounts in the Fifa 
bribery scandal. 

They only escaped criminal 
charges in the US in 2012 for al-
lowing terrorists and drug deal-
ers to launder millions of dollars 
after George Osborne and the UK 
banking regulator pleaded that 
this could trigger another “global 
financial disaster”. 

Like other big banks HSBC has 
a campaign to shut down smaller 
accounts that aren’t making them 
enough money - by any means 
necessary it appears. At the mo-
ment they are still refusing to reo-

pen the account. 
We immediately started col-

lecting the subs that had been re-
turned, and are setting up a new 
account for people to pay their 
money into. But we are appealing 
to every member to donate to help 
us make up any losses caused by 
HSBC’s actions.

In particular if members can 
increase their regular member-
ship subs, we need every penny of 
regular income to help us expand 
our resources and respond to the 
twists and turns of this exciting 
new political period. 

The re-election of Jeremy Cor-
byn is a historic opportunity to 
reclaim the Labour Party as a mass 
anti-austerity party for the 99%. 

The Socialist Party’s ability to 
organise and win mass support 
for our ideas, our experience of 
building mass movements and 
taking on the right wing within 
Labour and our fighting socialist 
programme are essential to help 
reclaim Labour.

We are proud to have no rich 
backers - all the money to fund 
our campaigning comes from our 
members and supporters. If you 
can’t increase your regular dona-
tion at the moment, please con-
sider making a one-off donation to 
our fighting fund.

Resources are vital to 
pay for our campaigns
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Julian Moore-Cook
Socialist Party black and Asian group

After reading ‘The Autobiography of 
Malcolm X’ I am left in awe.

I’m upset that I have only read 
it now at 25 years of age, and have 
sent a copy to my younger brother. 
This book is essential reading for 
the black activist and any socialist. 
Never have I read words more radi-
calising, or that have changed my 
perception of the world around me 
so much.

Malcolm Little was born in Oma-
ha, Nebraska, in 1925. He articulates 
very well key moments of racism 
in his life - from his house being 

burned down as a child, to the 
little comments and judge-

ments black people face 
every day. He talks of 

straightening his 
hair, and how many 
black people did 
this because of the 
deep-seated idea 
that anything black 

was bad.
This is what this 

book has helped me 
with the most: seeing op-

pression. Things I had never 
noticed before I notice all the time. 
Comments I would have never 
thought of as racist before stick out 
and jar against my ear. The book 
has helped give me the courage to 
respond.

Anger
To say the book is radicalising is 
not an exaggeration. The main ful-
crum for Malcolm going from petty 
criminal to activist is an epiphany 
he has while in prison. The sum of 
the epiphany is “all white people are 
devils”. These are extreme words, 
but they express the profound an-
ger and alienation black people and 
ethnic minorities can feel in racist 
capitalist society.

Malcolm retracts this later in life. 
He has a religious experience pray-
ing in Mecca with Muslims of all 
different races. Most importantly, 
he comes to recognise that in order 
to defeat racism, you need to defeat 
the capitalist system which created it 
and keeps it going. That means work-
ers of all races and nationalities com-
ing together against our common 
enemy: the capitalist class.

For me, as a socialist, I realise that 
racist ideas and behaviours start 
at the top. They are the result of a 
capitalist system that needs racism 
to stay alive, to justify slavery and 
the exploitation of poorer nations, 
and to foster false divisions between 
workers.

But Malcolm’s political thought 
evolved throughout his life, and at 
the start he favoured black separa-
tism over working class unity.

He writes, for example, of white 
people going to black bars - and, 
when drunk, saying clumsy things 
like: “I want you to know I’m not 
better than you, we’re the same.” He 
speaks of the arrogance of believing 

‘Harriet Ryman’
NHS nurse, London

Record numbers of chil-
dren are ringing hel-
pline Childline with 
suicidal thoughts. And 
the Guardian reports 

that the number of children attend-
ing A&E with psychiatric conditions 
was up 8% - to 18,673 - in 2014-15.

One in ten children suffer from 
a diagnosable mental health dis-
order. One in every 12 inflict harm 
on themselves by cutting or burn-
ing their skin, punching or hitting 
themselves, poisoning themselves, 
deliberately starving themselves, or 
abusing drugs and alcohol.

The number of young people be-
ing admitted for harming them-
selves has risen in the last five years, 
according to charity Young Minds.

The Mental Health Foundation 
charity says some of the key risk 
factors associated with the develop-
ment of mental health problems in 
children are living in poverty and 
growing up in care. With the in-
crease in benefit cutbacks, and the 
rise in homelessness, the number 
of children requiring mental health 
care will only increase further.

The new Children and Social 
Work Bill (see story right) will only 
make this worse. It gives councils 
the choice of opting out of legisla-
tion designed to protect children in 
care. These children will be  more 
vulnerable than ever to physical, 
sexual and emotional abuse, and 
material deprivation.

NHS data covering just three 
in every five mental health trusts 
shows 235,000 children are receiv-
ing mental health care in England 
alone. But there will be many more 
children who suffer mental and 
emotional disturbances and cannot 
access any services unless and until 
they get a clear diagnosis.

Bosses are cutting child and 
adolescent mental health services 
(Camhs) in the face of escalating 
need. A Young Minds investiga-
tion last year found more than half 
the councils in England had cut 
or frozen Camhs budgets between 
2010-11 and 2014-15. And a recent 
poll by the Royal College of Nursing 
found 70% of specialist nurses think 
Camhs provision is “inadequate”.

Teachers are struggling to support 
troubled children. A primary head 
speaking to the Guardian said “the 

can give you some of the understand-
ing to start breaking that silence. To 
speak up, and rail against the bosses, 
those responsible for oppression and 
injustice in every form. 

You can apply that teaching to 
race, gender, sexuality - and definite-
ly the class struggle.

The 
Autobiography 
of Malcolm X 
£9.99 plus 
postage  
leftbooks.
co.uk
020 8988 
8789

black people need to be told by white 
people we are equal.

It’s true that in the current system, 
even some well-meaning people are 
sometimes going to exhibit racist 
behaviour. But capitalism exploits 
white workers too. Only by patient 
explanation - and most importantly, 
fighting side by side against capital-
ism and racism - can we can over-
come these mistakes, and tackle 
their real cause.

I cannot recommend this book 
enough. As a black person fighting 
racism it has left me with a sense of 
pride and dignity I never had before.

Martin Luther King Jr said being si-
lent is sometimes the worst thing you 
can do. Malcolm X’s autobiography 

‘Jane Hannigan’
NHS worker, Devon

The government’s Children and 
Social Work Bill is currently under 
discussion in the House of Lords. 
If passed, it will allow councils to 
opt out of many of the laws protect-
ing vulnerable children and young 
people.

These laws have been adopted 
over the last eight years follow-
ing horrific cases such as Victoria 
Climbié and Baby P. The power of 
‘choice’ for local authorities would 
be at the command of the secretary 
of state for education, who could 
allow three-yearly trials of differ-
ent approaches, leading to an ex-
perimental postcode lottery of child 
protection.

Also worrying is the potential 
opening of the back door for pri-
vatisation, for companies such as 
Richard Branson’s Virgin Care. The 
current laws prohibit profit-making 
companies being involved in child 
protection.

Virgin Care has become one of the 
biggest private providers of com-
munity healthcare. This year alone 
it has won six multimillion-pound 
bids on providing NHS community 
services around the country.

In 2012, commissioners chose 
Virgin Care for a £130 million con-
tract to provide core NHS and social 
care services in Devon. The plan was 

Stop the ‘Children and 
Social Work Bill’ blitz

to take over, ‘integrate’ (cut), and 
exploit for profit various children’s 
services. 

But although they got health 
workers, Virgin Care was prevented 
from including social workers due 
to legislation now under threat from 
the Children and Social Work Bill.

With council budgets still under 
attack from this austerity govern-
ment, the offer of private companies 
running these services will look very 
appealing to councillors unwilling 
to stand up to Tory cuts.

Children’s services have already 
seen unprecedented cuts. Commis-
sioning for public health, moved 
from NHS to council responsibility, 
has faced £200 million in budget 
cuts from central government. This 
year, routine nasal-spray flu immu-
nisations for five and six-year-olds 
are being provided in schools by 
pharmacists working for tax-avoid-
ing chemist Boots.

These cuts to social work and 
public health funding and regula-
tion - by the unelected prime minis-
ter Theresa May - will leave children 
and young people at higher risk of 
abuse and neglect.

A coordinated campaign across 
the public sector, including joint 
industrial action and a socialist 
political voice for workers, really is 
needed. Only this can protect the 
most vulnerable in society, our fu-
ture, and our children and young 
people.

challenge for us is there’s a very high 
threshold for children and families 
to access services. If we are con-
cerned about a child’s mental health 
we would make a referral straight 
to Camhs but we very often are told 
‘this does not reach the threshold’.”

The ongoing policy of cuts to the 
NHS, public services and benefits is 
creating a toxic situation. It is hitting 
us all - but the youngest and most 
vulnerable the hardest.

All trade unionists must fight the 
so-called NHS Sustainability and 
Transformation Plan. This is a fancy 

term for even more drastic cutbacks 
to the health service.

The National Shop Stewards Net-
work has produced a model mo-
tion calling on the leaderships of all 
health unions to draw up campaigns 
to fight Sustainability and Transfor-
mation Plans. This means action up 
to and including strike.

Coordinated strikes could push 
this vicious but weak government 
back - and if spread and escalated, 
even bring it down.

The Socialist Party says
 � Scrap the ‘Sustainability and 

Transformation Plans’ - reverse all 
NHS cuts and sell-offs

 � Stop the Children and Social 
Work Bill - keep the laws protecting 
children

 � For a £10 an hour minimum 
wage, living benefits, and the 
reversal of all cuts to education 
and care

Malcolm X: hero of black liberation
Reader’s comment

 J Featured letter: football

Liverpool FC and the  
fight against racism

Liverpool-born black footballer Howard 
Gayle wore the red shirt of Liverpool 
FC during the 1980s. I have been a 
Liverpool supporter for over 50 years, 
and of course, for me, players like John 
Barnes and Howard Gayle were sport-
ing heroes.

Very rarely during that period would 
you see a black face on the Kop, due to 
the racial divide in the city during the 
1960s, 70s, and early 80s.

This segregation started to come to 
an end during the period when the 47 
Labour councillors led by Militant, fore-
runner of the Socialist Party, controlled 
the council. They united many sections 
of the Liverpool community against the 
Thatcher government’s attacks on the 
working class.

Howard Gayle very recently re-
fused to accept an honour from 
this Tory government, because 
of his principles as a black 
person with knowledge of the 
history of the Tories and the 
rotten honours system.

I have, in the past, 
shared a ‘Show Racism 
the Red Card’ platform 
with both Howard and 
John. They have worked 
hard to raise the anti-
racism campaign within both 
the football and local commu-

nities. Sadly, very few star footballers, 
black or white, have been prepared to 
put their principles before their celebrity 
status.

It is now 2016, and at An-
field you will see Liverpool 
fans from various com-
munities and countries 
singing “You’ll never 
walk alone” in unison. 
Quite often, a current 
Liverpool team could 
have at least six black 
players on the field 
cheered on by their fans.
Raph Parkinson
Liverpool

■ “There is no question that the cam-
paign initiated by the 47, which united 

all sections of the working class, 
was a factor which gave leverage to 
the campaign against racism. The 
1985 Liverpool v Everton cup final 

was an example, when most 
fans wore the blue and 

red stickers which de-
clared: ‘We support 
the Liverpool social-
ist council’!”
Tony Mulhearn 
Former 

Liverpool 47 
Militant councillor

The Socialist Inbox
Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words 
to Socialist Postbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters. Don’t forget to give your name, 
address and phone number. Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

Donate today!
If you agree with what you read in the Socialist, consider 
making a donation to the Socialist Party’s fighting fund:

■ cheques payable to 
‘Socialist Party’, PO Box 
24697, London E11 1YD

■ pay by card on 020 8988 8777 
or socialistparty.org.uk/donate

Attack on young people’s health and 
social care: urgent fightback needed

235,000
Children receiving 
mental health care 
in just 60% of NHS 
England trusts

7 in 10
Nurses think young 
people’s mental 
health provision is 
“inadequate”

Malcolm X

Doncaster Care UK striker photo Paul Mattsson

photo Matt J Newman 
/Creative Commons

Feature

Youth mental health 
crisis: unions must 
strike to fight cuts

 J Guardian gripe
‘What we saw’ in the last Socialist (issue 
919, page 4) was spot-on. The Guardian 
certainly is the house newsletter of the 
Labour right. It flags up all the injustices 
of capitalism only to attack the fight for 
an alternative when the time comes.

In the front line of the attack against 
Jeremy Corbyn - and therefore the fight 
against the very austerity she denounc-
es on a weekly basis - is Polly Toynbee. 
In a recent column, “Why can’t I get be-
hind Corbyn, when we want the same 
things? Here’s why”, she attacks every 
move to resist the right wing. She is 
firmly on the side of ‘Project Anaconda’ 
and opposes transforming Labour into 
a party of the 99%.

Toynbee also refers to the false claim 
that Stella Creasy was attacked by a 
peaceful anti-war demo against the 
bombing of Syria outside her empty 
constituency office: “If he meant peace 
and unity, he could stop dead all talk 

of deselecting MPs, and protect MPs 
such as Walthamstow’s Stella Creasy 
and Brighton’s Peter Kyle, threatened 
by bullies acting in his name.”

But this wasn’t enough for the Guard-
ian. A hyperlink takes you to an article 
which says of the vile abuse that Creasy 
has faced: “The Walthamstow MP Stella 
Creasy has had to put up with years of 
abuse: in 2014 a man was jailed for 18 
weeks for bombarding her with mes-
sages threatening to rape her.”

The Socialist Party condemns these 
and all such threats to women politi-
cians. But we also condemn the Guard-
ian for linking Jeremy Corbyn with at-
tacks that took place at least a year 
before his first election. 

This is just an indication of the lengths 
to which the representatives of big busi-
ness in the Parliamentary Labour Party 
and the establishment press will go to 
maintain Labour as a party of the 1%.
Sarah Sachs-Eldridge
Waltham Forest, east London

photo Jarle Vines/
Creative Commons
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Public services 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on 
an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with 
low rents. 

Work and income
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

environment
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low-fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

rights
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, gender, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

neW mass Workers’ Party 
 �For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. Support the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition as an 
important step towards this.

socialism and internationalism
 �No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 

to unite the working class and oppressed 

peoples against global capitalism and to 

fight for a socialist world.

www.socialistworld.net

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

The Fees Must Fall pro-
tests are taking place in 
conditions where the 
government, after its hu-
miliation in the local gov-

ernment elections, is determined to 
restore its significantly diminished 
political authority. 

In an attempt to break student 
unity, it is using divide and rule tac-
tics and also wielding the stick of 
repression. 

It is becoming more and more 
evident that the arson on campuses 
is being perpetrated not just by stu-
dent hot heads who mistake this 
kind of action for revolutionary mil-
itancy, but by agent provocateurs 
organised by intelligence agencies 
to provide the state with a pretext to 
step up repression. 

Students must actively oppose the 
burning of buildings. It undermines 
public support and student unity 
and does not advance the struggle 
one inch.

At the same time we condemn 
state violence and the conver-
sion of universities into militarised 
zones. We demand that all private 
security and police must keep out 
of campuses, as university students 

demanded of the apartheid regime, 
and for our right to protest peace-
fully to be upheld.

Free education
The demands of this year’s protest 
wave have centred on a clear call 
for free higher education for all, ac-
companied by the demands to drop 
any legal charges against students 
arising from previous Fees Must Fall 
protests.

The ANC government’s pro-
posal to exempt only the poor and 
‘missing middle’ (students who 
are deemed too rich to qualify for 
government support, but too poor 
to afford tuition fees) from the 8% 
fees rise was treated with contempt. 
It is a political ploy aimed at three 
things; dividing students, shifting 
blame from government to univer-
sity management, and quelling the 
wave of protest.

The government’s opposition to 
free higher education comes from 
the ruling ANC party’s commitment 
to neoliberal capitalism. Therefore 
the demand for free quality educa-
tion is a struggle against capitalism 
itself.

This year’s protests have revealed 

the degree of discontent and out-
rage not just among students but in 
wider society. 

More importantly, from the point 
of view of the future of the move-
ment, they have posed much more 
sharply the question of a coherent 
national programme and a national 
leadership to carry it through.

The absence of a unified 
programme and leadership has 
resulted in the reproduction of last 
year’s random protests without any 
campus-to-campus coordination. 
This problem will have to be 
urgently addressed. 

Leadership and programme
A further consequence of this weak-
ness is that it has left the movement 
unprepared for the more sophisti-
cated tactics used by the state and 
management to divide, derail and 
destabilise the movement. 

Forces opposed to free educa-
tion can lean on the understand-
able frustrations of many students 
to mobilise for mass meetings and 
push through decisions against con-
tinuing the struggle. 

The lack of national leadership 
simultaneously feeds into and from 
the lack of programme. The campus 
protests have emerged with their 
own local leaderships which have so 
far laboured to sustain the protests 
with more or less success. Where 
protest has been sustained it is over-
whelmingly due to the willingness 

of the student masses to fight.
In some areas this has opened 

up competition among the campus 
leadership for dominance or con-
trol of the protest by the adoption 
of extreme methods just to demon-
strate to other leaders they are more 
radical than them. Meetings tend 
to degenerate into a competition in 
radical posturing producing empty 
shells instead of resolutions with a 
clear way forward.

The state has been able to take 
advantage through agent provoca-
teurs and the ANC-aligned student 
formations. 

In what was clearly the result 
of a well-planned strategy, 
the government prepared its 

propaganda about its obligations to 
the poor and missing middle, lining 
up ANC affiliates Sasco (South 
African Students Congress) and 
Cosatu (Congress of South African 
Trade Unions) to immediately issue 
statements of support. 

Way forward
If the struggle for free education is to 
be sustained and triumph, political 
and programmatic coherence needs 
to be achieved. 

Provincial meetings must be 
convened as a matter of urgency. 
These should be followed by a 
national meeting, from which the 
institutional programmes must be 
consolidated into one coherent 
national programme which will 
guide and coordinate the movement 
into national action. 

This will assist it to effectively 
transcend divisions incurred from 
lack of programme and leadership.

Gauteng Free Education activists 
have already begun with this 
initiative, planning to bring labour 
and civic movements to act in 
concert. 

The Free State Free Education 
Movement is in the process of 
organising such a provincial 
gathering. If repeated nationwide, 
it would enable the student 
movement to link up with workers 
and communities to organise to 
resist the neoliberal onslaught on 
education rights.

University students have resumed their battle from last year 
against tuition fees hikes and for free education. In doing so, 
they have taken on South Africa’s African National Congress 
(ANC) political establishment. Workers and Socialist Party 
(Wasp, CWI South Africa) activists explain what’s at stake.

Tuition fees have 
been continuously 
and rapidly raised 
over the last few 
years as the ANC 
government has 
cut funding to uni-
versities. These 
fees hikes have cre-
ated an enormous 
barrier for working 
class people to get 
to university.

South AfricA: the bAttle 
for free 
educAtion

Most mainstream media obituar-
ies described Shimon Peres, the 
recently deceased former president 
of Israel, as a ‘peacemaker states-
man’ who constrained the settlerist, 
nationalist policy of prime minister 
Netanyahu’s rule. In reality, Peres 
was a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

From Israel’s foundation in 1948 
to the present he defended every 
military action and war the Israeli 
state, both at home and abroad, 
undertook. 

As a politician he signed off on 
numerous attacks on the living 
standards of the Israeli working 
class. His neoliberal economic poli-
cies contributed to the creation of 
unprecedented inequality and pov-
erty alongside an elite of super-rich 
capitalist families.

As Haaretz journalist Gideon Levy 
said: “This man had done almost 
nothing to bring an end to the occu-
pation [of Palestinian territories]… 
he was the ‘beautiful face’ of Israel 
abroad - but behind this face, un-
fortunately, was hidden not a small 
amount of fake”. 

Peres was involved in planning 
the 1956 Sinai war unleashed by 
Israel, Britain and France against 
Egypt as a response to the nationali-
sation of the Suez Canal by Nasser. 
French imperialism paid back Israel 
with a secret agreement to build the 
nuclear reactor in Dimona, which 
was signed in October 1957. 

Peres is considered the “father” 
of the agreement which estab-
lished the Israeli military nuclear 
programme - a programme whose 
existence is still routinely denied by 
the Israeli state. 

30 years ago, after receiving a di-
rect order from Peres, the Prime 
Minister at that time, Mossad agents 
kidnapped from abroad the nuclear 
whistle-blower Mordechai Vanunu.

It was Peres as prime minister 
who pushed in 1985 the decision to 
establish the “South Lebanon Secu-
rity Belt” that led to the Israeli occu-
pation of Lebanon, with catastroph-
ic results, for another 15 years.

For years, Peres enthusiastically 
promoted the “Jordanian Option”: 
putting the areas of the West Bank 
populated by Palestinians under 
Jordanian sovereignty while annex-
ing the settlements, the Jordan val-

ley and East Jerusalem to Israel.
After the first Intifada erupted 

(1987-91 - the heroic mass uprising 
of Palestinians in the 1967-territo-
ries against the occupation and for 
national liberation) the Israeli rul-
ing class changed tack and sought 
a one-sided agreement with Arafat’s 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Smokescreen
Despite the huge hopes that arose 
in the beginning among the mass-
es from both sides of the conflict, 
the 1993 Oslo accords between Is-
rael and the PLO were in reality a 
smokescreen for reinforcing the set-
tlements and a sophisticated way 
of rebuffing the possibility of estab-
lishing a truly independent Pales-
tinian state.

Peres explained in the Knes-
set (Israel’s parliament) af-
ter the signing of the first 
accord: “This agreement 
is about Gaza and Jeri-
cho. Regarding what’s 
next, I oppose a sepa-
rate Palestinian state.”

In January 2005 he 
led his Labour party 
back from ‘opposition’ 
into Ariel Sharon’s sec-
ond government, to assist 
in passing the ‘Disengage-
ment Plan’ from Gaza. 

The IDF pull-out from Gaza 
was used in fact to turn Gaza into 

the largest prison in the world and 
to bolster the settlements in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
It paved the way for the horrible 
rounds of war in recent years.

Peres never promoted or pointed 
to a practical way to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The policies 
that he conducted in this regard, 
including during the Oslo years, in-
tensified the conflict significantly. 

This article is based on a more 
detailed obituary by Shahar 
Benhorin and Yasha Marmer of 
Socialist Struggle Movement 
(CWI, Israel-Palestine) which can 
be read on socialistworld.net 

Israel/Palestine: 
Shimon Peres - a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing

Peres never promoted 
or pointed to a practical 
way to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict

South African university students protest against 
tuition fees photo Myolisi/creative commons

Peres - peacemaker myth 
photo WEF/creative commons
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Tories undemocratically overrule council

Jon Sibbald
Wakefield and Pontefract Socialist Party 
and Frack Free Wakefield District

Tory government minister Sa-
jid Javid has given permission 
for energy company Caudrilla 
to drill four wells to frack for 
gas at Preston New Road, Lit-

tle Plumpton in Lancashire. This is, com-
pletely undemocratically, in spite of a 
previous decision by Lancashire County 
Council to refuse planning permission. 

On another site under appeal at Rosa-
cre Wood, Javid said he is minded for it 
to go ahead but has left it under review.

This decision comes as no surprise to 
anti-fracking groups across the country. 
We have seen how the Tory government 
has changed or introduced laws to assist 
the shale gas industry, while at the same 

time blocking the growth of renewables. 
The big fear is that this undemocrat-

ic decision could open the floodgates 
for fracking all over the country. Local 
councils will not see the point in refus-
ing planning permission knowing that 
central government will overrule them 
on appeal.

Dangers
We know of worldwide examples of the 
dangers of fracking. But Caudrilla claims 
that it is safe and that health and safety 
controls are much more rigorous in Brit-
ain. This is complete nonsense. 

The government has prioritised the 
energy industry’s quest for big profits 
from fracking and as usual has put prof-
its before people.  

If the UK is to ratify the Paris agreement 
on climate change as promised by 
Theresa May, fossil fuels must be left 

in the ground and more resources put 
into renewables. This would create long 
term, decent, skilled jobs 
and not destroy the 
environment. 

As socialists we 
must campaign 
to stop fracking 
and for demo-
cratic public 
ownership of 
the big energy 
companies.

SAY NO TO 
FRACKING!

“The Tory 
government has once 

again come down on the side of big 
business and ignored the will of the people. 

Studies have found that in other countries, the 
shale gas extraction method has poisoned water 
supplies and heightened earthquake risk”, says 

Kevin Bennett, Socialist Party member and 
former Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 

councillor.
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Nationalise and invest in renewable energy
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