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In another scandalous attack on the NHS, the 
government is attempting to push through a 

brutal new contract for junior doctors. The new 
contract, which would take effect from August 
2016, threatens to extend ‘social working hours’, 
remove the ‘banding’ pay system and associated 

safeguards and scrap automatic annual pay 
progression. 
These new terms will affect all doctors below 
consultant level, many who could have been 
working for ten or more years. 
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Fight all NHS cuts 
and privatisation

support junior doctors

bin this  
unsafe contract



Pay cuts 
The extension of standard time from 7am-7pm 
Monday to Friday to 7am-10pm Monday to 
Saturday could mean a pay cut of around 30% for 
many junior doctors. GP trainees are hit especially 
hard as their pay supplement (currently in place to 
ensure they are paid the same as their peers) is 
scrapped. 
 
The end of automatic pay progression will prevent 
doctors from being able to take time out of 
training and discourage them from retraining, 
as their pay could freeze or even fall. This will 
especially affect women doctors starting families 
and those needing to take time out for ill health. 
 
Doctors departing 
Doctors forced to work long hours are much more 
likely to make mistakes, putting patients’ lives at 
risk. 
 
With record numbers of doctors now threatening 
to leave the country, Cameron’s promise of a 
‘7-day NHS’ with ‘thousands more doctors’ is a 
sham. 
 
This attack on junior doctors is another step 
towards destroying a publicly funded NHS, 
preparing for privatization. 
 
Bankers kept their bonuses during the 2007-8 
financial crisis. In contrast, this imposed contract 
shows how little the Tories care for the wellbeing 
of doctors and patients. However, junior doctors 
and medical students are fighting back. 
 
Protest 
Thousands have marched through central London, 
Manchester, Bristol and elsewhere. Hundreds of 
Glasgow doctors rallied in solidarity.  

The BMA is balloting for industrial action, a 
decision supported by a 50,000-strong petition of 
doctors and members of the public. Doctors must 
be prepared to strike, maintaining emergency 
services as decided by local committees. Junior 
doctors’ elected representatives should control 
all negotiations, with any new offer put to a ballot 
before acceptance. 
 
All health workers are under attack. The health 
trade unions should organise coordinated 
industrial action to end attacks on the NHS.  
 
Health workers and junior doctors have enormous 
sympathy among the general public. An appeal 
from health workers’ unions for solidarity 
industrial action from all trade unionists could 
get tremendous support. A one-day general strike 
could stop this weak government in its tracks. 
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7 & 8 November, central London

the agenda - socialism ba

A weekend of 
discussion and 
debate on how 

to fight austerity 
& change the 

world. Hosted 
by the Socialist 
Party. Scan for 

tickets and 
details  on 
speakers, 

sesssions and 
transport from 

your area
10% off 

tickets until 6 
November

socialism back on the agenda

now let’s fight for it!

workshop topics include:

Socialism2015 socialism2015.net

Marxist economics & Philosophy

Refugee crisis & solidarity

EU – in or out? 

New technology: capitalism’s

lessons from When the
working class beat the tories

Greece: can left governments
fight austerity & change society?

what do socialists say?

Labour at the crossroads

could Britain go socialist 
in our lifetime?

saviour or Gravedigger?

anti-union laws?
how to fight racism

can we defeat the

available now!
 
The Tories are  
preparing to take 
the axe to trade 
union rights. 
  
This pamphlet  
details how  
workers fought off 
previous attempts 
and what can be 
done today to 
defeat the current  
anti-Trade Union 
bill

Our health versus their wealth - workers on the front line
including workshop on:

speakers include striking health workers from Germany, activists from junior doctor campaign, etc


