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ass socialist alternative
unak and Starmer

nwavering
support for the
Israeli regime’s
brutal siege of Gaza;
cruel, anti-migrant
rhetoric; and promises :
for cut backs ‘more
painful’ than those

we have already had
inflicted on our public

SOCIALISM 2023: ‘HOW DO WE TAKE THE

: services. The Tories
. just keep making
. things worse

were when Boris Johnson took over
in 2019. This will be the first parlia-

The Autumn Statement

FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM FORWARD?’ »»» p6-7

: government. And for all the bluster :
: about tax cuts, this Tory government :
: will have increased taxes by £70 bil-
: lion - the vast majority of it paid by :
¢ ordinary workers.
¢ By January 2025, households will :
¢ be £1,900 a year worse off than they

The Tories are so universally hat-

Millions hope against hope that :
i anyone but the Tories will be better.
: will :

! mean more misery. 14% cuts for

: ‘unprotected’ public services, in-
. cluding bankruptcy-ridden local

But Labour under Keir Starmer :
. refuses to back a Gaza ceasefire, his :
: frontbenchers parrot the Tories’ an-
! ti-migrant sentiments and promise :

TORY ANTI-UNION ATTACKS -
THE LOBBY OF TUC»»» p4

‘ironclad fiscal responsibility’ - a :

continuation of cutbacks.

than any policy.

is there for free education and a

reversal of the public service cuts of

: thelast 13 years of Tory rule.

One Labour spokesperson re- :
vealed the Labour leadership’s at- :
. titude that so-called, self-inflicted :
: ‘fiscal rules’ are more important
i ed, even their own leading figures :
: are preparing for life after an elec- :
. tion defeat.
© mentin 70 years where living stand- :
¢ ards have gone backwards.

The problem being that it is in the
bank accounts of the super-rich.
We need a new mass workers’

: party that fights to take the wealth
: off the super-rich to fund the ser-
The money is there to pay for the :
* building of millions of high-quality :
council homes, a decent pay rise for :
: NHS workers and others linked to :
the rising cost of living, and a huge :
investment in renewable energy :
: and home insulation. The money

vices we need; that fights for na-
tionalisation of rail, mail and the
utilities; that wholeheartedly backs
workers fighting for pay rises and
supports the Palestinians’ struggle
for national self-determination. We

: need a new mass workers’ party that
: fights for socialism.

JOIN | MASS GAZA DEMOS MAJOR FACTOR
IN TEMPORARY CEASEFIRE »»» p2
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Mass Gaza demos major

factor in temporary ceasefire

Socialist

Ppparty

WHAT WE THINK 385

fter the start of the initial :
ceasefire, :
aid workers who entered the :
Gaza Strip reported scenes of : |
catastrophe. :
Devastating injuries, overwhelmed :
hospitals, over 50,000 buildings de- :
stroyed or damaged, a dire shortage :
of basic goods and more than two- :
thirds of the population displaced :
with nowhere to go. The death toll :
reached 15,000, with 40% of them :

four-day Israeli

umanitarian

children, and thousands missing.

Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minis- :
ter, had wanted to press on with the :
war with no interruption. He unwill- :
ingly sanctioned a break because of :
demands within Israel for hostage :
release deals to be prioritised and :
international pressure over the rising :
death toll and humanitarian crisis. :
It wasn’t Israel’s enormous military :
might that led to the release of Israe- :
lis held in captive. Netanyahu had to :
concede to negotiations with Hamas :
leaders, who he had ordered the Is- :
raeli military (IDF) to wipe out, a :
climbdown from his bellicose intran- :
sigence and illustrating the underly- :

ing weakness of his position.

Israeli prisons

Only a small fraction of the near :
7,000 Palestinians imprisoned in :
Israel jails have been released in ex- :
change for hostages held by Hamas :
and other militias, but it has carried :
a significance beyond the number. :
They were met with jubilation on :
their return to the West Bank. Israelis,
on their part, celebrated the return of :
some of the Israelis and Thai workers :

from captivity.

ing applied on Netanyahu.

The latest huge demonstration in London ROGERTHOMAS g% s H e
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The movement cannot yet stop.
As Netanyahu made clear, he in-

: tends to carry on with the war. Is-

Anti-war demonstrators across the :
globe can claim most of the credit :
for the ceasefire. Millions of people :
have protested as part of thousands of :
demonstrations, placing pressure on
their governments to intervene and in :
any case being impossible for Israel’s :
leaders to completely ignore. Hun- :
dreds of thousands have marched :
against the war in Britain and Suella :
Braverman was removed as home :
secretary after exposing too much the :
hypocrisy of the Tories’ backing for :
it - including denigrating the mass :
protests as “hate marches” Overall, :
the scope of the anti-war movement :
worldwide, including across the Mid- :
dle East, led to increased pressure be- :
: ine socialist ideology.

raeli military leaders and ministers
have spoken of trying to force over
two million destitute Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip into a tiny patch of
barren land, so that the IDF can en-
gage in appearing to annihilate Ha-
mas in the Strip’s south. It would be
a crash-and-burn strategy; Hamas
isn’t just a military apparatus but is
also a reflection of the Palestinian
aspiration for national liberation
that cannot be defeated militarily.

the Palestinians following decades
sence of them having yet built a left-

wing party based on democratically
organised mass struggle and genu-

to its Israeli ruling-class ally in global
: capitalist markets.

An analysis by journalist Amos

: Harel in Israeli newspaper Haaretz
¢ reminded readers that the US sup-
! ports an ongoing war by Israel after
. the ceasefire, but elaborated on the
: divergence: “The Biden administra-
. tion objects to the character of the
. offensive thatisloomingin the south-
¢ ern Gaza Strip - and is still stunned
: by Netanyahu’s determined refusal
: to discuss any day-after scenarios. It’s
: possible that over time the result will
: be more concentrated pressure on Is-

Build the anti-war movement, fight for socialist change

¢ accelerate a collision between Biden
: and Netanyahu’, in a situation where
: “the IDF is totally dependent on the
| : United States for the supply of spe-

: cific munitions ... The use the IDF is
: making of ammunition, in the course
: of fighting in a densely inhabited ur-
ban area, is far higher than the ad-
: vance forecasts”.

rael to refrain from a sweeping move
in the south’; and the US would prefer
“focused IDF raids in the northern
Gaza Strip” Harel concluded: “Ameri-
can measures of restraint are likely to

InIsrael, as well as that US pressure

* ¢ and from the widespread concern for

the hostages and their families, there
: is unease in capitalist circles because
: economic deterioration is being
: worsened by the war, partly due to

. © the mobilisation of 360,000 reservists

Israel’s right-wing government has

: no solution whatsoever on who will

: rule Gaza in place of Hamas. It has

: spoken of imposing direct military :

: occupation, along with some of its

. ministers advocating expulsion of
: part or all of the population. It has :
: also touted whether an occupying :
! Israel and the Jewish settlements :

force could be drawn in from else-
: where internationally. That prospect

: was derided by an editorial in the

: Financial Times: “No outside actor
: will want to be seen to be riding into

: the wreckage of Gaza on the back of :

: Israeli tanks, take responsibility for a
It is a product of the desperation of :
: surgency” (23 November).
of repressive occupation, in the ab- :
: West Bank

: At the same time, Israel’s lead-
i ers have escalated the conflict
. in the West Bank. More than 200

desolate population, and face an in-

* Palestinians have been killed there :
. by the IDF and far-right Jewish set- :
: tlers since the start of the war on :
Gaza and over 3,000 arrested - more :
: have been detained than the num-
ber being released in the hostage :
deals. Also, there is an economic :
: internationally. The only way to end

crisis in the West Bank, as work in

. has been shut off to West Bank Pal- :
estinians and Netanyahu'’s govern- :
* ment has been depriving the ruling :
¢ Palestinian Authority of funds.
US president Biden’s administra- :
: tion has shown renewed alarm at :
. where this war is going. It is under :
increasing anti-war pressure from :
¢ within the US Democratic Party, it :
: fears the conflict could spread, that :
: uprisings could break out in the West :
Bank or across the Middle East, and :
. it doesn’t want to see lasting damage :

away from their normal jobs and the
cost of 126,000 people being evacuat-

: ed from border areas. To help finance
: the war, $6 billion has been borrowed
. on the international finance markets.

Pressure is on Netanyahu from

. the opposite direction too. He has
: political reasons to prolong the war,
: as opinion polls in Israel indicate his
: party will be swept out of power af-
¢ ter the war; and corruption charges
¢ against him will once again be pur-
: sued. He is also under pressure from
¢ the ultra-nationalist and far right in
: Israel who are demanding no let-up
¢ in the onslaught on Gaza.

: Pressure

: All the above factors and more will
¢ influence when the war will end, but
: workers’ movements in Britain and
. internationally cannot look to west-
: ernimperialism - or its friends in the
: Arab elites, or the turmoil in Israel
- to end it without further terrible
: bloodshed and displacement. Dem-
: onstrations in Britain for an end to
: the war need to continue, with trade
. unions taking part and stepping up
. their role in the anti-war movement
¢ in other ways, such as by more dis-
: cussion and plans for workers’ sanc-
. tions against the arms trade with
. Israel.

As well as the urgency of a last-
ing ceasefire, Socialist Party mem-
bers argue in the movement for the
immediate withdrawal of the IDF
from the occupied territories and for
workers’ organisations to be built in
the Palestinian territories and in Is-
rael - and be supported by workers

future rounds of bloodshed is for
those organisations to adopt socialist
programmes for removing capital-
ism and replacing it with a socialist

: Palestine alongside a socialist Israel.

On that basis - the ending of capital-
ism with its inequality, poverty and
need for competition - discussion
and cooperation will be possible be-
tween elected working-class repre-
sentatives from both sides to resolve
all the key issues, including borders,
and guarantees for the rights of
minorities.

Queen Mary JAMES IVENS

® Queen Mary, east
London - power in the
collective

Student
;:'“'._

. war crimes.

AR

S are

AR

immediate and permanent ceasefire, :
and divest funds that are supporting :

Queen Mary Socialist Students :

: got involved in this protest. We were :

here was a student-organised :

sit-in at Queen Mary Uni- :

versity to protest against the

genocide of Palestinians in :

Gaza, and the university’s in- :
volvement in it. Queen Mary issued a :
statement expressing sympathy with :
the victims of this violence. However, :
it refused to condemn the actions of
the Israeli state.

Queen Mary invests millions of :
pounds in Barclays. The bank funds :
weaponry sent to Israel from the UK.

We, the students, find this unac- :
ceptable and sickening. This is yet :
another example of universities pri- :
oritising money in their pockets over :
the cries of their students for change. :

Queen Mary students are calling :

able to share our views that were very :
well received. And some students ex- :
pressed interest in getting involved :
with our campaigns.
NANDI SHALITA

Nandi also spoke at the protest:

They’re looking at us in

our own eyes is a lie. :

: They're trying to scare us into silence. :

Netanyahu used the Hamas attacks :
to make it seem like he is the protec- :
tor of the Israeli people. He is not. He :
doesn’t care about his people. He is :
using October 7 as a scapegoat.

Palestinians need an intifada - an :

: there is nothing we can do about

! government condemn the actions

: givable. And we will not forget.

hold. They’re afraid.

¢ : dreds of thousands of people on the
: streets of London every Saturday for
: over a month. There is power in the
¢ collective. And we need to utilise it to :

and Labour shame

¢ for the university to condemn the ac- :
: tions of the Israeli state, demand an :

: national school strike against the war

: as they do on so many issues closer
: to home.

i day we’'ll have leaders who've pro-
. tested for peace. For now, we're led

the face and telling us :
what we're seeing with :

: and against the pro-war, pro-occupa-

uprising against the occupation. A
. © socialist intifada led by the people.

Let us not be fooled into thinking
what’s happening. We demand the

of the Israeli state. Its compliance in
this genocide is appalling and unfor-

And our own representative - Tow- :

|  er Hamlets Labour MP Rushanara :
' © Ali - refused to vote for a ceasefire. :
: [“Shame!” - shouts from crowd] They
: do not speak for us. And they do not :
. represent us.

This Tory government is trying to :

§ - ban discussion and the waving of :
: flags. They're trying to silence us.

It's because they see the power we

There have recently been hun-

demand Palestinian liberation.

Speaking to Free Radio, Birming-

: ham Socialist Party member Louie
: said: “The role that the Tories and La-
: bour have played in this is shameful.
¢ There is a need for a political alterna-
: tive that can fight for a ceasefire and
: for people who work”.

: NICK HART

® Manchester and

: Salford - from infants
 to elderly

Dozens of people, from infants to

: the elderly, gathered in Manchester
: to show solidarity with Palestinian
: people during the national student
strike. Following this success, So-
. cialist Students held a stall outside
: the University of Salford, where we
: raised awareness about Gaza.

The students we spoke to were op-

: posed to the university on this issue,

: and some were planning on taking

@ Birmingham - Tory

Over 200 parents and children gath- :
ered in Centenary Square, part of a :

and occupation of Gaza.

Many there snatched the words :
out of our mouths, talking about the
political establishment in the UK ig- :
noring public support for a ceasefire,

One protester said: “Maybe one :

by donkeys”.

One parent who came to speak to
us was all the more willing to donate
to our Socialist Party fighting fund
when we explained that we weren’t
a charity. We use the funds that we
raise to produce material to explain
the situation in Gaza to people here
in the UK, campaign for a ceasefire,

tion politicians.

action to change its position. We
: are planning on organising future
- walkouts.

: AMY RATHBONE

© University of the

. West of Scotland -
 youth have role to play

¢ Socialist Students organised a pro-
: test with other student groups at the
: Paisley campus on 27 November.

Daniel Lauchlan, from Socialist

¢ Students, said: “Thousands of young
: people have been part of the mil-
: lions who have marched in recent
: weeks against the murderous siege
: of Gaza by the Israeli state. Students
: and young people can play a key role
: in building the struggle for Palestin-
: ianliberation here in Scotland. That's
: why we need to build our move-
* ment, organising protests locally to
: keep up the pressure on and expose
all politicians who support war and
. cutbacks.”

The protests are not stopping.

: in the Middle East, but to express :

. wasteman”

¢ dissatisfaction with the leadership :

London - another huge
demo f

biggest Palestine event to-date. But :
the London march was on another :
scale. :

It was fantastic to see the very :

: strong presence of the Social- :

Leicester Socialist Party members
Alex Gillham and Sam Ward
participated in the latest huge
London demonstration on 25
November.

ist Party. Our socialist messaging :
: could be seen everywhere across the
: demonstration.

People were proud to display our

: placards. And we were able to sell :

. the Socialist paper to people who :

We attended the London demonstra- :
tion, and the Saturday evening rally :
at Socialism 2023 afterwards (see :
pages 6-7).

As soon as we left Bond Street sta- :
tion, the first thing we spotted was a
Socialist Party gazebo, run by party :
members. It was very effective seeing :
a large number of stands, where pro- :
testers could buy the Socialist paper, :
and get our materials.

It is a busy time for Socialist Party :
members. In Leicestershire, we have :
attended demonstrations every week :
since 7 October.

A marchin Leicester on 19 Novem- :
ber attracted 2,000 protesters - our :

approached us because they recog- :
nised our material.
We observed a significant level of :

. anti-Starmer sentiment, including§

a large number of homemade signs :
criticising Starmer’s Labour.

Waltham Forest, east

 London - dissatisfied

with Labour

: council.

1,000 stood around the lit pool in :
front of the town hall. :

This was an opportunity to not :
only protest at the needless murder :

at all levels in this country, includ- :
ing the Starmer-loving Labour :

No sooner had we brought out our :
Socialist papers, leaflets and collect- :
ing tins for people to donate to fund :

i our message, young people were :
: showing an interest. One asked to :
¢ of the chants, including: “Sunak

join the Socialist Party.

On a cold, dark Friday night the :
main communication was the, now
familiar, songs from the Palestinian :

: repertoire. But amongst the crowd, :

it was still possible to have those vi- :
tal, incisive conversations that en- :
able people to see a way out of the :

. madness.

The Socialist Party calls for a social-

and tune in to our ideas, they very of- :
ten respond positively. :
Many Socialist Party branches :

: around the country will identify :

: with this scenario. It is worth par- :

. A demonstration, primarily for stu-

dents in support of a ceasefire in :
Gaza, was well-attended. About :

ticipating in every minute of the :
protests.
ROY WILLS

: Hackney, east
: London - “Sunak is a

Over 200 primary school children,

: parents, and some older students

filled the steps in front of Hackney
Town Hall and the concourse below
on Friday 24 November.

One 9 or 10 year old, with a ma-
turity beyond his age, led several

is a wasteman” The chanting and
speakers went on for well over an
hour.

Our leaflets and paper were readily
received by many of the parents and
older students.

BRIAN DEBUS

: Camden, north London

: istintifada. At these gatherings, when :
: people hear our socialist programme :

= hoisterous support

150 demonstrators were in a bois-
terous mood, chanting slogans, and
waving flags and banners. And peo-
ple on the pavement were filming

. and taking photos in support.
: DARAFITZGERALD
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Tory anti-union attacks - join the lobhy of TUC

NSSN lobby of TUC in Liverpool, September 2023 L0UIE FULTON

Fight minimum service :
levels in the Civil :
Service

PCS REP

Civil Service workers, particularly :
in the Home Office, are the latest :
to be hit by the government’s un- :
democratic minimum service levels :
legislation. :

In an incredibly out-of-touch :
statement, former Home Secretary :
Suella Braverman, before being fired :
by Sunak, said “We must never al-
low strike action to compromise our :
border security or cause significant :
disruption to passengers or goods at :
our borders” As someone who has :

worked for Border Force, at car ports A
and airports, Braverman'’s statement :

= . nationals};

astonished me!

Border Force teams are already un-
derstaffed and rely on relief provided :
by civil servants from HMRC’s Surge :
and Rapid Response Teams (SRRT), :
on days when there is no industrial :
action. A call for help is issued every :
Easter, summer and Christmas peri- :
od. In similar circumstances to those :
faced by the NHS, the employer does :
not recruit and retain enough staff :
to adequately run the service to the :
level it will expect the unions to do so :
on strike days! :

Emphasising its contempt for the :
rights of working people, and per- :
haps even to punish workers for tak- :
ing five weeks of strike action earlier :
this year, the government has also :
targeted areas of the Passport Office, :
without any consultation. This in :
spite of the Act, passed in July, stipu- :
lating a required consultation period :
for each affected sector. :

national

network

These attacks are a reminder that:
we need fighting, member-led un-:
ions and not least in the Civil Ser-:
vice. Unions not afraid to strike:
while the iron is hot and while m0—§
mentum is on our side, to fight to the:
end. In the case of the largest Civil:
Service union, the PCS leadership,:
dominated by the Left Unity group-:
ing of general secretary Mark Ser-:
wotka, is happy to talk tough while:

at the same time, and in practice,
having recently wound down action
while members were willing to fight
on.

We need action, not words! That is
why I am supporting and campaign-
ing for the Broad Left Network (BLN)
candidate Marion Lloyd and the in-
cumbent John Maloney during the
PCS elections for General Secretary
and Assistant General Secretary.

Resist Tory attempts
to stop education '
workers striking back

NEU REP

Any attempts to impose MSLs on

i school strikes must be resisted. So-
: cialist Party member Sheila Caffrey
¢ is standing as a candidate in the

election for Vice-President of the
National Education Union (NEU).
“Our union should call on all em-

: ployers - especially Labour-led au-

: thorities - to refuse to comply with

“I am asking the teaching unions to
engage with us and agree to put chil-
dren and young people’s education :
first - and above and beyond any :
dispute,” was the statement of Tory :
education secretary, Gillian Keegan,
in October. :

But Keegan has made it clear that :
the government will introduce mini- :
mum service levels (MSLs) during :
any future strike action in schools :
and colleges, should a voluntary :
agreement with education unions
not be reached. However, there can- :
not be an agreement by the unions :
over legislation that removes the ba- :
sic right of its members. :

In schools and colleges, if MSLs
were imposed it could mean that :
classes of high-needs students, chil- :
dren of ‘key workers, and students :

on free school meals, would con- ‘

tinue to be taught during an indus- :

trial dispute. Support staff, amongst : *

the lowest-paid workers in educa- :
tion, would be prevented from tak-
ing strike action in order to help staff :
these classes. :

The Tory government claims that :
MSL agreements are a way of guar- :
anteeing the rights of students in :
schools and colleges. But it is the :
unions who put children first by :
fighting for fully funded schools and :
well-paid staff, not the Tories with :
their funding cuts. The MSL legisla- :
tion is the Tories’ backhanded way :
of limiting the effectiveness of fight- :
ing trade unions and of strike action. :

Lobby of TUG Special Congress

9-10am Saturday 9 December

TUC Congress House, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS

: this anti-union legislation. I am sup-
¢ porting the lobby of the TUC Special

Congress on Saturday 9 December,
called by the National Shop Stew-
ards Network. If ever there was a

: time for the TUC to act, uniting all
: trade unions in the fight to defend

workers’ rights, it is now. Education
workers cannot afford to lose the
right to strike. Only trade union ac-
tion can defend education workers
against excessive workload and cuts

¢ in education funding.”

Get all the latest
union news

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

Coventry strike at the centre of ‘higgest walkout in Amazon history’

Teamsters union in the US, verdiin : T°

Germany, and CGIL in Italy joined :
the BHX4 picket line. They refused to :
just observe the picket; they helped :
: the workers stop traffic! “We man-
: aged to cause trouble for two hours” :
: The road into BHX4 was gridlocked. :
Usually, police divert traffic onto the
wrong side of the road to try and get :
strike-breakers through the picket. :

ADAM HARMSWORTH
COVENTRY SOCIALIST PARTY

On Black Friday, Amazon workers :
across the world organised strikes :
and other actions at Amazon sites. :
This was a powerful coordinated :
protest against poverty pay and aw- :
ful work conditions, organised un- :
der the banner of ‘Make Amazon :
Pay! :

The BHX4 site in Coventry, where :
GMB members have been strik-
ing, was centre of attention nation-
ally and internationally. TV crews :
were already on site when Socialist :
Party members arrived early in the :
morning. Members of the Social- :
ist Party from Coventry, Nuneaton, :
and Northampton branches joined :
the picket line along with Warwick :
Socialist Students, which really :

¢ illustrates how much enthusiasm :
: there is to help the strike fight and :
. build. Several BHX4 strikers have :
now expressed interest in joining :

the Socialist Party.

: Record pickets :
One striking worker spoke to the :
Socialist, and told us they registered :
780 on the picket line - a new record, :
i nearly double the previous! Along- :
side the hundreds of strikers were :
: many supporters, including trade
: unionists from abroad. The striker :
said: “It was great to see people from :
the other unions from the other :

countries”.

“The campaign ‘Make Amazon :
Pay’ has gone global, with workers :
from Italy, Germany, Spain, India :
and USA all getting together, which :

is what is needed” Members of the

On Friday, that wasn’t an option.

K

: will

Tens of thousands of Amazon : |
: workers in Britain are struggling :
with the same issues. Many will : §f
look to BHX4 for inspiration. There : [
is potential to unionise at every site :
¢ and launch a massive strike wave :
to bring Amazon to heel. As the So- :
cialist Party said in our latest bulle- : 5
tin, “GMB must throw everything at : [*
this fight, because Amazon bosses :

COVENTRYTUC

@ (et behind striking
train drivers

Train drivers in Aslef union are strik-
ing in 16 different companies on
different days between 2 and 8 De-
cember. And striking workers are
also carrying out an overtime ban
between 1 and 9 December.

Tory transport secretary Mark
Harper has lied, saying that “an offer
is on the table” But this was already
rejected by train drivers back in April!

Aslef’s Mick Whelan says that the
“offer - a land grab for all our terms
and conditions - was made in the
full knowledge that it couldn’t, and
wouldn’t, be accepted.

“We have received overwhelming
mandates, on enormous turnouts,
for more industrial action! We will
continue to take industrial action
until the train companies - and/
or the government - sit down and
negotiate”.

Tory Autumn Statement cuts
already ravaged public services

o Education

MARTIN POWELL-DAVIES
NEU MEMBER

National Education Union (NEU)

less than what could, and should,
have been won.

the promise that it was “fully funded’,

for the urgent capital spending need-
ed by schools and colleges.

The “School Cuts” website - allow-
ing parents to see how badly their lo-

cal schools are threatened - has been :
relaunched. It warns that 92% of :
: cuts must be to organise the kind of
. union strength that Sheila stands
: for. If not, then school and college
iel Kebede was right to respond to :
the Autumn Statement by saying :

mainstream schools face real-terms
cuts from April.
The NEU General Secretary Dan-

: that “more of the same is not good
¢ enough” and to demand the invest-
: ment needed to address pay, work-
: load and building repairs. But with
: shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves
i making clear that Keir Starmer’s La-
¢ bour is the “party of economic and
: fiscal responsibility’, it’s going to take
members took solid strike action be- :
fore the summer to win both a real- :
terms’ pay rise and the extra funding :
to pay for it. The Tories were forced :

: Nominate Sheila

to up their offer - although it was still :

. Caffrey for NEUVP

One of the key factors in persuading :
members to accept the final deal was :
NEU Vice-President, unlike her rivals
so that school budgets wouldn'’t be :
hit even harder than they have been :
already. But the Autumn Statement :
shows once again that the Tories can’t :
be trusted. Budgets are going to be :
cut again. That means more job losses :
and more children with their needs :
unmet. There’s also no extra money :
: must show our colleagues and pupils
: that it is worth fighting! That there
: will be an education system for the
next generation. An education sys-

action to win those demands, who-
ever wins the next general election.

Sheila Caffrey, socialist candidate for

on the union’s National Executive,
warned that the union was settling
for too little over this year’s pay and
funding deal. As her letter to NEU
districts appealing for nominations
says, now “we need a strong leader-
ship that leads from the front show-
ing the power of a national union. We

tem that is fully funded”.
The answer to yet more years of

cuts are going to ruin our children’s
education.

£1,900

worse off for the average
household between 2019 and
2025

£90 bn

of tax rises since the beginning
of this parliament, compared to
Sunak’s much-trumpeted £20
billion ‘cut’

&0

of extra money for the NHS with
the longest waiting lists ever

‘More painful still’

than George Oshorne’s
austerity programme, according
to the Director of the Institute
of Fiscal Studies

o Civil Service

The Tory Autumn Statement means
cuts to civil service departments and
jobs, and attacks on benefit claim-
ants. What is needed is an end to
cutbacks and to increase staffing to
deliver effective public services for
all.

Socialist Party member Marion
Lloyd is standing to be the general
secretary of the Public and Com-
mercial Services Union (PCS) as part
of the Broad Left Network and on a
joint ticket with Independent Left
AGS candidate John Moloney.

Whether it's Tories or Starmer’s
Labour in government, Marion and
John will campaign for trade un-
ion action for a workers’ budget
including:
® Halt 66,000 civil service job
cuts, invest in local services
® A minimum wage of £15 per
hour, plus London weighting
® Protect the triple lock for
pensions
® Raise Universal Credit and other
benefits to a liveable level
® Tax the super-rich to fund public
services
® Nationalise energy, water, rail,
banks - people over profits!

Vote Marion Lloyd for

PCS general secretary
Vote John Moloney AGS

Z?xﬂe

MARY FINCH

o Local Authorities
TUSC prepares fighting platform

Tory Hampshire County Council says: “The government must intervene if we
and the whole local government sector are to avoid financial meltdown”. And
the Tory Autumn Statement has done nothing to address the crisis.

More than ever we need councillors prepared to stand up to whoever is in
power in Westminster - Tories or Labour - to demand the funding our com-

munities need.

In preparation for May’s council elections, the Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition (TUSC), which the Socialist Party is a part of, has announced its
core policy platform for any candidate who wants to stand under its banner

in the May 2024 elections.

The core policies can be found in full by visiting tusc.org.uk

- W
Protesting at COP26 in Glasgow SOCIALIST PARTY SCOTLAND

COP28: No solution
while profit

and capitalist
competition reign

CALLUM JOYCE

annual conference for coun-

November in Dubai.

jured, or displaced.

company.

fossil fuel extraction capabilities.

spite commitments made at previous

stopping fossil fuel emissions.

: take coordinated action against cli-
SOCIALIST PARTY SOUTHERN REGIONAL ORGANISER @ mate change, so why are they under-
. mining their own efforts by allowing

he COP28 climate summit, an :
¢ fuel industry?
tries to discuss the ongoing :
climate crisis and attempt to :

agree concrete steps that they :

can take to combat it, begins on 30 :
ernment is too eager in restricting
The importance of the issue needs :
little reinforcement - this July saw the :
hottest temperatures ever recorded, :
and numerous floods, droughts, and
other extreme weather events in past :
years have left thousands dead, in- :
: advantage.
This year’s COP president, Sul- :
tan Al Jaber, while being the climate :
envoy for the United Arab Emirates :
(UAE, this year’s conference host) :
is also the chief executive of Adnoc :
- the UAE’s state-run oil and gas :
¢ consequences.
It has been reported that al-Jaber :
has planned to use the conference :
to promote business deals between :
Adnoc and some of the countries in :
attendance, in the hope of reach-
ing future agreements for further oil :
and gas extraction. Adnoc has also :
pledged to spend at least $150 billion :
over the next few years expanding its :
: cratic workers’ control, a plan could
The UAE is not the only country :
guilty of climate hypocrisy however. :
Rishi Sunak recently delayed UK :
plans to phase out new petrol and :
diesel vehicles and the government :
continues to issue new oil and gas li- :
cences in the North Sea, all of this de- :
. world - the inevitable consequences
COPs to take serious steps towards :
: capitalism. Socialist change is need-
The majority of capitalist politi- :
cians are well aware of the need to :

the further expansion of the fossil

Capitalism, despite the existence
of world markets and international
trade, remains based on competing
nation states. If one capitalist gov-

the activity of its domestic fossil fuel
companies then this will hurt those
companies’ profits and even drive
them to relocate abroad, allowing ri-
val foreign companies (and the states
in which they are based) to gain an

For the sake of their own eco-
nomic and political interests, capi-
talist governments are compelled
to allow fossil fuel companies to
expand and continue reaping huge
profits, despite the environmental

Global cooperation is needed to
stop the climate crisis, but this will
not work if it is the half-hearted co-
operation of competing capitalist
states. To draw up a plan for pro-
duction means taking the energy
companies, other major industries
and the banks out of the hands of
the profiteers. Placed under demo-

be developed to meet the needs of
all while still protecting the envi-
ronment. Only on this basis would
the level of collaboration needed be
possible.

Global leaders will meet in Dubai
as war and economic crisis wrack the

of profit-driven, competition-based

ed to solve climate crisis, join the So-
cialist Party to fight for it.
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‘'HOW DO WE TAKE THE FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM FORWARD=

SARAH SACHS-ELDRIDGE
SOCIALIST PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

cost-of-living crisis.

When she spoke at the main Satur- :
day rally, socialist ex-MP Emma Dent :
Coad expressed delight at the oppor- :
tunity to speak to an audience con- :

taining so many young faces.

Socialism 2023, like the Socialist
Party, was populated by both youth :
and experience. Together, over 700 :

attendees grappled in the workshops

with all the complicated questions :
that confront us: how a Palestin- :

ian state can be achieved; how Africa

ions; the fight for women'’s rights, for

trans rights, and against racism; how :
we fight for socialism, a society run :
democratically in the interests of all :
rather than for the profits of a few; and

much, much more.

The agenda had been drastically :
adjusted at short notice to allow those :
attending to participate in the Gaza :
demonstration. Nonetheless Social- :
ism still included 28 workshops, a :
book launch, three closing rallies,
a free creche, a social, as well as the :
: such alead is given.

This was the biggest Socialism : .

: Fighting union leaders :
This theme was continued by the :
opening speaker, Marion Lloyd, can- :
: didate for general secretary of civil :
: service union PCS, another militant
: in the necessary struggle to transform :
: the trade unions into fighting organi- :
: sations of the working class. Socialist :
Party member Marion argued that the :
trade unions must be at the heart of :
the movement against war, as well as :
: all the attacks on workers’ rights.
A union with a fighting socialist :
. senting the socialist alternative. She

main Saturday night rally.

weekend since 2020, when the pan-

demic meant only an online event :
was possible. But more importantly, it :

showed how the Socialist Party is win-

ning new layers of workers and young :

people and is growing in strength.
Socialism revealed that we are devel-
oping party organisers who strive to

apply Marxism to all the complexities :
thrown up by the struggle for united :
workers’ action against the bosses :

and their system.

The theme of the main rally was :
‘Capitalism means war and crisis’ But :
this was not an event that merely an- :
nounced itself as revolutionary, nor :
one that only described the horror of :
war, climate catastrophe and :

poverty, much as there is to :

say on all of that.
An essential
part of the role of
Marxists is to ar-
gue for the next
steps needed
to take the

: movement forward.
As Socialist Party general secretary :
Hannah Sell summarised it, this was

ocialism 2023 was a week- :

end attended by hundreds of :

people who want to change :

the world. Many have been :
involved in the strike wave. :

Many found out about the event on :
the anti-war demos - or were prompt- :
ed to look for opportunities to discuss :
socialist ideas by the horror of the :
war, the climate catastrophe, and the :
: heed! The millions of people protest- :
ing are not just rejecting war and its :
devastation. They believe they must :
act together to stop this horror... In :
the Socialist Party, we are always con- :
: fident and optimistic that the working :
class, with the correct leadership and :
programme, can successfully fight :
back and overcome the attacks...But :
. we also get frustrated when we get :
overwhelmed by numbers. We can
have the best ideas in the world but :
. we need the resources to get the ideas :
can break the chains of imperialism; :
how Marxists work in the trade un- :

struggle for socialism forward”.

movement.
“Capitalism’, she said, “you take

out.” We need more!

smashed. £44,565.75 was raised.

leadership could have influence

Counting the fighting fund appeal PHOT0: RAGAVAN

. across the trade unions. Back in 2011

PCS had that. In the battle against

the Conservative-Lib Dem coalition
an event “to address how we take the :

attacks on pensions, PCS won sup-

: port for the call for a 24-hour gen-

The test for the support for these :
ideas can be measured - in cold, hard
finance. Swansea branch secretary :
Linda Thraves introduced the fight- :
ing fund appeal, starting with the :
slaughter in Gaza and the anti-war :
: paigning for her election. What she
: offers is a leadership willing to send a

eral strike. That kind of leadership is
urgently needed today in developing
the response to the Tories” anti-strike,
anti-union legislation.

Marion thanked the hundreds of
socialists in the PCS and beyond cam-

clear message to Keir Starmer as well
as the Tories. As she said Starmer’s
objections to even backing a ceasefire
are an indictment of the Labour Party
- but also a reason to fight for and to
build an alternative party based on
the needs of working people.

Sheila had to explain that unfor-
tunately Garfield Hylton, a striking
Amazon worker from Coventry, had
sent apologies as he was unable to get
to London due to railway disruption.
Garfield has played an important part

¢ in the unionisation drive, taking on
And the audience agreed! This :
: year’s target of £35,000, £10,000 :
higher than last year’s target, was :
* Against War. She made the point that,

Chairing the rally was Bristol :
North Socialist Party member Sheila :
: Caffrey, a candidate for the vice- :
president of the National Education :
Union. In the context of the working :
class being “loud, proud and back in :
Britain,” Sheila is offering a necessary :
socialist lead - starting with our par- :
ty’s confidence in NEU members to :
fight back against Tory attacks when :
. for the protests to kick all the Tories
: out and replace the rotten system of
: capitalism”,

Amazon billionaire boss Jeff Bezos.
Mila Hughes, a young worker, then
spoke on behalf of Young Socialists

“for most young people, all we've wit-
nessed is an endless economic crisis.
People born in 2007 are now 16 - and
on the streets protesting.”

“Young Socialists and the Socialist
Party are launching our call to further
build school and college walkouts
and that includes actively engag-
ing and discussing what we need to
fight for, getting organised, building

Young people at the Socialism
weekend took leaflets away raising
the ideas that Mila outlined and will
now organise distributing them at
schools and colleges in their areas.

Next up was Emma Dent Coad,
barred from standing for Starmer’s
Labour despite the backing of Unite
the Union, and is standing in Kens-
ington against Starmer’s Labour.

Emma said that the best answer to
the attacks, lies, and slander is pre-

correctly said: “The Tories are fin-
ished - if David Cameron is going
to save them, they’re so done!”
She has not been cowed by the
false claim that standing
against Labour risks a
Tory victory. Even the
Tories don’t expect
that.

“There’s a big
void waiting for us
to fill it she said.
Her appeal was to
“support any so-

cialists and inde-
pendents in your
area” because
“we’re going to
get in there and
really mess up
Labour and scru-
tinise them properly,
and they won't like it
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Tony Saunois is the secretary of

the Committee for a Workers' Inter-
national (CWI), the world socialist :

organisation to which the Socialist
Party is affiliated. A third of the fight-
ing fund appeal is pledged to help
build the CWI. Tony spoke of the
wars in Gaza and Ukraine as well as
the “social and economic wars, with
bombs raining down on the working
class and poor”.

“The global billionaires accumulate
$27bn every daywhile one in ten of the
world’s population go hungry. Even in

the richest countries the young gener- :

ation can only look forward to a future
that is far worse than that of previous
generations.” Tony also rightly spoke
of how this is expressed in the envi-
ronmental catastrophe. “The 1% pro-
duce more carbon emissions than
66% of the rest of us.”

In the absence of a clear lead from

the workers’ and socialist movement :

so far, a cry of despair is expressed in
the threat of Trump returning, in the
election wins for right-wing candidates
in Argentina and the Netherlands, and
in the rioting in Dublin. Tony rightly
pointed to the “need for new parties of
the working class in all countries that
can challenge the system and offer a
new way forward” He said: “The need
for the building of a mass socialist al-
ternative is greater than ever”

Fighting for socialism

addressed by Hannah in her speech
closing the rally. Fighting for social-
ism starts with an assessment of
where we are, what are the balance of
forces between the working class and
the capitalist class, and then, what do
we do now?

have seen - or rather begun to see -
the potential power of our class, the
working-class majority in this society,
in the biggest wave of strike action for
over three decades. We have seen in
the last few weeks the power of our
movement against the onslaught in

Gaza'.. including “Cruella Braverman :

out on her ear. That a was a victory for
our movement.”

For the other side, Hannah spoke
of the fears of the capitalist class in-
ternationally. They fear escalation
into a regional war in the Middle East,
“but above all they fear another Arab
Spring” Hannah explained to younger
audience members that that referred
to the mass movements that over-

threw dictatorships in Arab and North :

African countries in 2011.

Addressing the question of how we
take the movement forward today
includes the sober learning of les-
sons of previous movements. Back in
2011, “those potential victories were
not consolidated. The old order rolled
back... ultimately those revolutions
were defeated because the working
class did not have their own parties
with a programme for the socialist
transformation of society.”

“But,” Hannah explained, “the capi-

talists, the elites, are terrified that they :

might not be so lucky next time” We

: fight to realise those fears!
Hannah explained that there is no :
solution to the hell on offer on the :
: basis of capitalism. “Capitalism will :
: never deliver a genuine state for the :
. Palestinians” But capitalism can be :
: overthrown. She invited us to “imag- :
¢ ine if we had democratically elected :
: workers’ governments in the Middle :
: East, that had taken the corporations
: and banks into public ownership” :
: - that could lay the basis for organis- :
: ing society to meet the needs of all,
¢ including democratic rights.
The fight for that starts in what was :
: being outlined in the rally. Here in :
¢ Britain, millions of us will be glad to :
: see the back of the Tories. “Thirteen :
: million people don’t get enough to :
: eat. Yet, even according to govern- :
. ment figures, the energy companies |
: made £170 billion in ‘excess profits’ :
: over the last two years.” :
But Starmer, “the man set to replace :
Sunak, ordered his MPs and council-
: lors not to protest for Palestine, and :
: not go on workers’ picket lines. It tells :
: you all you need to know about how :
. he will behave in government...Every
: pledge Labour made in the Corbyn - :
: and Dent Coad - period to improve :
: the lives of working-class people has :
: been ditched. Mass council house :
: building, abolishing tuition fees, :
: nationalising rail, mail, energy, the :
: green new deal - all gone, thrown out !
¢ along with Jeremy Corbyn himself””
What this task means in 2023 was :
: sponsibility’ or - as it otherwise known :
: - doing the bidding of the capitalist :
: class and the international finance :
* markets” And, Hannah warned, the :
: dire economic situation means that :
: will be more brutal than under Tony :
: Blair’s New Labour Mark One.
“Over the last eighteen months we :

“Instead we have ‘ironclad fiscal re-

SOCGIALISM 2023 - A PLAGE TO DISGUSS THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION OF THEM ALL

¢ value of fighting back. We can see new

movements develop on a whole range
of issues. We can also see strikes, on
an even-bigger scale than we have yet
seen.

As Sheila said in opening, teachers,
especially young teachers, now know
that they do not have to just accept
derisory pay offers - they can fight and
win more! Thousands of workers have
also begun to realise that to build the
movement they need to become reps,

. as thousands of teachers have done,
: and need to be active between strikes.

“That’s partly why it's possible
there could be a further wave of mass
strikes before the general election,
particularly if the new minimum
service legislation is used against a
union or group of workers. Then the
whole movement will need to come
to their aid,” Hannah said.

Hannah pointed to the ceasefire
vote. The Scottish National Party
(SNP) is not a party of the working
class, but if it hadn’t, for its own rea-
sons, moved a vote on a ceasefire, La-
bour MPs would not have been put on
the spot. We need workers’ MPs who
do that, on war, to oppose anti-union
laws, and on every issue.

That is why the Socialist Party is
working to build the strongest-possi-
ble stand in the general election, in-
cluding co-hosting a convention on
3 February next year initiated by the

¢ Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition
: to bring all those who want a working-

class challenge at the general election.

That vital preparation must also
include discussing what programme
we fight for. Unite the Union is run-
ning a good campaign for the nation-
alisation of energy. We would say that

¢ the energy profiteers should not get a
That’s because Starmer will come :
: to power with the capitalist system :
he defends in crisis, a potential new
: global recession, an NHS on its knees, :
: 26 councils or more facing bankrupt- :
¢ cy, and a working class that has suf- :
: fered the worst fall in real wages since
: the second world war. :
But, Hannah explained, this isn’t :
: because there is ‘no money’ as they'd
: have us believe. “In the midst of our :
. misery, the top 100 companies in :
: Britain paid £79 billion in dividends :
: to shareholders last year” But... “the :
: working class will be the ones expect- :
: ed to pay for the crisis of the capital- :
: ist system, with only the most minor :
i concessions given to try and show La-
. bour is different.”
One of the tasks of socialists in Brit- :
ain today is to prepare for this, even :
: when it might be complicated. Han- :
: nah warned that some of the union :
: leaders - probably a majority of them :
¢ - will argue that we can’t take action :
: against this government - because it’s :
¢ ‘our’ Labour government. And there :
: can be, temporarily, a feeling that we :
: have got to give them a chance - at :
: least they’re not the Tories. “But that :
: mood will be shallow, and it won't :
: prevent struggle for long when Starm- :
. er doesn’t deliver”
Significantly, the working class :
: and young people have learned the :

penny - that compensation should be
paid only on the basis of proven need.

But Starmer’s not going to do any of
that. That requires the working class
having a political voice - it’s about the
fight for a mass workers’ party, for a

: workers’ government.

Such a government should not just
nationalise energy! “All the giant cor-
porations and banks that dominate
the economy should be nationalised,
so that we can begin to build a demo-
cratic socialist planned economy,
harnessing the huge resources creat-
ed by capitalism to meet the needs of
all and carry out a real socialist green
transition.”

If you agree, if you want to be part

¢ of this, building support for a socialist

programme and building the Socialist
Party to fight for it, join us.

Join the fightback

JOIN THE
SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
® or call 020 8988 8777 - a
® or text your name and

postcode to 07761 818 206 /-
to find out more today! 3B
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the
. services for all women suffering violence.

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth
and the means of producing it. This
way of organising society, in which the

pursuit of profit comes before everything

else, causes poverty, inequality,
environmental destruction, wars and
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives
and livelihoods, and for a socialist
alternative: a society which takes the

wealth out of the hands of the super-rich :

and is democratically run by working-

class people to meet the needs of all not

the profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new
mass workers’ party is a vital part of
the struggle to change society along
socialist lines.

Because capitalism
is a world system, C
the struggle for g’r
socialism must also
be international. The Socialist Party is
part of the Committee for a Workers’

International which organises across the :

world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
® A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all,
without exemptions. For the minimum

wage to automatically increase linked to

average earnings or inflation, whichever
is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The
right to flexible working, under the
control of workers not employers. An
end to insecure working, for the right to
full-time work for all who want it; ban
zero-hour contracts.

® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t
afford to pay a real living wage. State
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for
socially-useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to :

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage. :

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social
care and childcare facilities into public

ownership under democratic control,
in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand

® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.

: Abolish university tuition fees and write

off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for

all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap

the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should

be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise

: the privately owned large building

companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels
and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of
early obsolescence - where products
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned

transport system, as part of an overall

plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards
are set by consumers, small farmers, and

all workers involved in the production,
. processing, distribution and retail of food.

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

: @ For united working-class struggle to

. end discrimination on the grounds of race,
. gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all
other forms of prejudice and oppression.

1 ® Repeal the anti-trade union laws

. and all others that trample over civil

: liberties. For the right to protest and
 to strike! End police harassment. For

. the police to be accountable to local

: committees, made up of democratically
: elected representatives of trade unions,
local community organisations and local
: authorities.

. @ For the right to choose when and

: whether to have children - for the right
to access abortion, contraception and

. fertility treatment for all who need it.

. @ For the right to asylum - with
democratic community control and

. oversight of emergency funding

¢ resources. No to racist immigration laws.
. ® Expand democracy. For the abolition
of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
. For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

: and to only receive a worker’s wage.

For proportional representation and the
. right to vote at 16.

¢ @ For the right of nations to self-

: determination. For an independent
socialist Scotland and for a socialist

: Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist
: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

: ® Oppose the dictatorship of the

: billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing
facilities, radio, TV and social media

. platforms. Access to these facilities should
: be under democratic control, with political
. parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
- ® For a new mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

: drawing together workers, young people
and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a
fighting, socialist political alternative to

. the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

: ® No to imperialist wars and

. occupations!

. @ Take the wealth off the super-rich!

: For a socialist government to take

into public ownership the top 150

. companies and the banking system

: that dominate the British economy,

: and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.
. Compensation to be paid only on the

: basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.
® A democratic socialist plan of

. production based on the interests of the
: overwhelming majority of people, and in
: a way that safeguards the environment.
® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise
. acampaign with European socialists

: and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up
the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real

: collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a
: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

. JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

. @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
: @ or call 020 8988 8777

: ® ortext your name and

: postcode to 07761 818 206

: to find out more today!

: Help fund the fightback!

. DONATE TODAY

socialistparty.org.uk
/donate

you think of §
Socialism 20237

Huge movement

ism 2023 was fantastic.
With the last-minute change to

Palestine demonstration,

ing moment.
The rallies and workshops at So-

build for radical change, and the
breadth of ideas and issues that we
engage with.

AND BIRMINGHAM SOCIALIST STUDENTS

Nailed it

we nailed it.
So many interesting workshops

spy cops, to education and social-

attending.

I can’t end without mentioning :
the rallies. Some amazing speak- :
: varied perspectives to have an open
: and engaging discussion.

2023 than at the Tory party con- :
ference. We really collectively can :

: Impacting the movement

: It was fantastic. More focused than
. lastyear, the political discussions were
: even sharper. Members are thinking
. really seriously about the issues.

As a new member of the Socialist :
Party, I was unsure what to expect. I :
needn’t have worried, as the atmos- :

ers, very inspiring, and the fact that
there were more of us at Socialism

make a difference.
CLAIRE WRAITH, SHEFFIELD NORTH WEST
SOCIALIST PARTY

Making things happen

phere was friendly and inclusive.

difference.

I learned a lot at the sessions I at-
tended, discussions
the 1980s. Lots of food for thought,

Liverpool.

I'd recommend attending for any- :
one, either a member, or someone
: plot to smash capitalism. I was in-
positive to share ideas, and see how
members across the country are :
: nationale. There was great workshop
: choice - something for everyone.

* MELANIE DENT, READING SOCIALIST PARTY

with an interest in socialism. It’s

making things happen.
DAVE ELLIS, SHEFFIELD SOUTH EAST
SOCIALIST PARTY

PHOTO: RAGAVAN

: Inspiring, informative
. and growing

Another great year. As always, Social- :
: As a first-time attendee, it was fantas-
the agenda, we could attend the :
which :
was a great experience. Seeing so
many Socialist Party members suc- :
cessfully participate in such a huge : MATTFRYER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE SOCIALIST
movement, especially new mem- : PARTY

bers, was a real confidence-induc-

] u

- Will absolutely go again
cialism 2023 showed the desire to :

: A really wonderful experience. The
: workshops were difficult to choose
: from, since they all looked interesting.
OWEN LEES, BLACK COUNTRY SOCIALIST PARTY :

tic to mix with many fellow socialists
from all over the country, and beyond.
The whole weekend was inspiring, in-
formative and hugely educational.

The rally especially was great, be-

i cause many people believe that all
¢ political parties are all talk no walk.
: But we heard about plans moving
¢ forward, what unions could do, who
. can help, etc.

Socialism 2023 was my first, and I :
absolutely loved it. It’s not easy to or- :
ganise something as big as this, but :
* TIRANA QEFALIA, SHEFFIELD SOCIALIST PARTY
: AND COLLEGE STUDENT

on offer, it was really hard to choose.

From Alan Hardman’s cartoons to : " op e
ism. Each session was well-deliv- :
ered, enlightening, and was great to :
hear many contributors from those :

And the hostel was perfect, friendly
faces and open discussion, no judge-
ment passed on for any questions.

Despair is an anti-revolutionary force.
But Socialism 2023 gave me hope.
The workshops on climate change
and imperialism provided avenues
of thought, by allowing people with

KAI, SHEFFIELD

With us participating so well in
the Palestine protests, and having
members running and potentially

. winning important positions in the
The rally on Saturday evening :
was inspiring, it really made me feel :
part of something that can make a :
: more, give more money, read more
¢ of our material. Very positive.
on housing :
and Liverpool’s socialist council in :

 Plot to smash capitalism

and I've another book to read on :

unions, there’s a sense that we're
having a material effect on the move-
ment. Which inspires people to do

DUNCAN MOORE, PLYMOUTH SOCIALIST PARTY

This was my second Socialism event,
and I loved it. A great opportunity to

spired by the rally speakers, especially
Hannah Sell. I love singing the Inter-

Newham Labour rocked hy
independent anti-war candidate
victoryin hy-election

NIALL MULHOLLAND
NEWHAM AND EAST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

The Labour Party in Newham, east

London, is reeling from the result of :
the Plaistow North council by-elec- :
tion, which saw the Independent an- :
ti-war candidate, Sophia Naqvi, win :
with 46% of the vote (1,266 votes). :
Labour lost the seat, securing only :
! voice’, said Sophia.
: people in the borough feel let down :

Sophia had resigned as women’s : :
officer of the local Labour Party a few :
: who did not vote for a ceasefire” The :
er’s appalling support for the Israeli :
state’s bombardment of Gaza, and his :
refusal to condemn Israel for cutting :
off water and electricity to the strip. :
After a Labour councillor in Plaistow :
North ward resigned, Sophia stood
for Newham Independents, with the :
: with record council tax bills, crum- :
(mainly made up of purged members :
: state of our streets” Newham is one :

750 votes - a collapse of 39.1 percent-
age points.

weeks earlier in protest at Keir Starm-

backing of Newham Socialist Labour

of Newham Labour Party).
Sophia also had the endorsement :

of figures in the local trade union 5
movement, including officers of Ne- :

wham Trades Union Council.

After her spectacular win, Sophia :

: reported that on the doorsteps dur- :
: ing the election campaign many :
. voters in the largely Muslim ward :

described themselves as deeply :
“pained” by Gaza and appalled by :
the response of the Labour Party :
both locally and nationally. “The :
Labour Party is no longer a party for :
us; it can’t be our representative and
“Working-class :

by the Labour Party, the mayor and :
councillors, and also Lyn Brown MP,

“arrogant and out of touch” Labour :
councillors and mayor “could not :
bring themselves to call for the resig- :
nation of Keir Starmer for his shame- :
ful comments about Gaza.”

As well as the attacks on Gaza,
Sophia said local people are “fed up :

bling infrastructure and the filthy :

of the most deprived boroughs in :
London, with the worst overcrowd- :
ing and high levels of child poverty. :

After a Labour councillor, Zuber :
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Gulamussen, defected last week to
Newham Independents in protest at
Labour’s position on Gaza, the group
is now the official opposition. “We
believe change is needed for every-
one, whatever their faith or no faith,”
Sophia said.

East London Socialist Party and
Newham TUSC warmly welcome So-
phia’s victory. We look forward to fur-
ther collaboration with the Newham
Independent councillors in opposi-
tion to the war and to the Tory-lite

i policies of the Labour-run council.

As part of this, we will be discussing
the possibility of tabling an alterna-
tive needs budget that means no
more devastating cuts by the council.
With three Newham Independent

and two Green Party councillors, the
: Labour Party in Newham no longer

holds all the seats and faces poten-
tially more divisions, defections and
splits. For years, Labour in Newham
has arrogantly carried out cuts and
taken voters for granted. Now, the
building of a working-class, anti-war

: and anti-cuts opposition is starting

to take off.
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Proposal for East London
MSG Sphere blocked

ANGHARAD HILLIER
NEWHAM AND EAST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

munities secretary Michael Gove.

Sadiq Khan has cited issues with :
light pollution and possible harm :
to local residents - issues that were :
raised by campaigners and local :
councillors when the proposals were :
first made public and planning ap- :
plication was approved by London :
Legacy Development Corporation
(LLDC). These concerns were largely :
ignored. In fact, it was reported at the :
time of the initial proposal that resi-
dents were outrageously advised to :
. of recent development with very few

Stratford is one of London’s busi- :
est stations. Within a very short dis- :
tance of each other, the area already :
the Westfield Shopping :
Centre, the Copperbox Arena, the :
London Stadium and the Olympic :
Park. Campaigners have pointed :
out that an additional gigantic are- :
na could not only be detrimental :

use ‘black-out blinds’ by developers.

‘boasts’

The MSG sphere in Las
Vegas PHOTO0: CORY DOCTOROW/CC

¢ to the wellbeing of the residents of
: the area but may lead to dangerous
¢ overcrowding of the area and serious
Residents of the east London bor- :
ough of Newham have celebrated :
the recent news that Labour London :
mayor Sadiq Khan has blocked the :
proposal for the development of the :
giant MSG Sphere in Stratford. The :
proposal will now be passed to com- :
i campaigned against.

congestion on the roads.

Public health issues remain a
pressing concern for the residents
of Newham - particularly with the
development of the Silvertown Tun-
nel, which community activists and
members of the Socialist Party have
Newham re-
mains a dangerously polluted area,
with residents exposed to levels of
airborne particle matter that is 36%
greater than World Health Organisa-
tion guidelines. The local council’s
own website tells us that 96 residents
die a year from the effects of pollution.

Members of the Socialist Party
have always maintained that the
land would be better used for afford-
able housing, which is lacking in Ne-
wham. The area has seen a great deal

affordable elements for local people.

The power of the recent protests
against the war in Gaza must not be
underestimated in this decision -
particularly locally, as it was discov-
ered that local Labour MP Lyn Brown
did not vote for a ceasefire. Anger is
increasing in what has always been a
safe Labour seat.

Stockton
ISnota
‘shithole’

ALAN DOCHERTY
TEESSIDE SOCIALIST PARTY

North MP Alex Cunningham - “
shithole”

apology!

Despite some of us perpetuating
the myth that it is ‘grim up north’ to :
avoid being inundated with southern :

: tourists, the North East is a great
place to live. On the surface, Stock- :
: ton town centre is magnificent! It is :
: the widest high street in England,
: peppered with art works, and it still :
. has a thriving market.

But it is not all fine; in addition to :

: child poverty, the statistics show the :
: borough has sickness and health fig- :
: ures all worse than the national av- :
. erage for obesity, alcohol and drug :
: addiction, and with life expectancy :
i 15 years lower than the national av- :
. erage. Unemployment is about 4.1% :
: - nationally it’s 3.8%. :
There has been uproar on Teesside
about Home Secretary James Clev- :
erly’s alleged remark to Stockton :
itsa :
- in response to his ques-
tion: “Why are 34% of children in my :
constituency living in poverty?” Even :
the Tory Metro Mayor demanded an :

However, this is not a full picture,
Stockton is a borough of two halves. :
It also has very affluent areas. Life :
expectancy differs across the bor- :
ough’s electoral wards by 20 years.
This masks the pockets of depriva- :
tion which probably have double the :
rate of measurable problems. :

Cleverly should be aware of :
the £270 million-plus capital pro- :
gramme, to be invested in Stock-
ton’s ‘six towns of the borough’ as :

‘levelling up This is a desperate at-
tempt to reverse economic decline.
Stockton High Street has suffered a

: long decline. Firstly, being squeezed

out by the Teesside Park, a massive

¢ retail development and now the

cost-of-living crisis. This has been
compounded by deindustrialisation,
the once-massive ICI chemical fac-
tories no longer exist. What remains
only employs hundreds of people,
not thousands.

Stockton High Street is being rede-
veloped at a cost of £30 million with

: aplanned park on the site of the de-
. molished Castlegate Shopping Cen-

tre (which was about half the town’s
shop units).
However, these capital projects

: miss the key problems that are not

being addressed, the need for well-
paid jobs and investment in health

: and public services.

It is only a socialist plan of produc-
tion that can equally share out the
wealth and provide well-paid useful
jobs for all.

W
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Scottish revolutionary
socialist John Maclean died
a hundred years ago on 30
November 1923. As part

of our occasional working-
class history series, Brian
McLelland of Socialist Party
Scotland looks back at the
events of Red Clydeside and
Maclean’s role.

struggles.

The key lesson of Red Clydeside :
is the critical potential power of :
the working class to challenge and :
overthrow capitalism. Several nota- : |
ble events unfolded during this era,
including rent strikes in 1915, huge :
anti-war demonstrations, a massive
engineering workers’ strike in Janu- :
ary 1919, and the Battle of George :

Square later that month.

Red Clydeside emerged with the :
1911 strike at the Singer factory in :
Clydebank - the world’s largest sew- :
ing machine factory at the time. The :
unfair dismissal of three women :
workers resulted in a strike by 12 :
women workers on the morning of :

21 March 1911.

The strike quickly gained solidar- :
ity, with over 10,000 workers striking
by noon, even without trade union :
involvement. However, due to a lack :
of leadership and collective organi- :
sation, the strike failed to achieve :
a victory, and 400 leading activists :
were dismissed. Despite the defeat, :
the strike showcased the spirit of :
class solidarity and foreshadowed :

future struggles.

From 1910 to 1914, Clydeside ex- :
perienced a surge of industrial ac- :
tion. Working days lost to strike :
activity in this period were four times :
the level recorded for 1900-10. Pre- :
viously acquiescent groups of work- :
ers became increasingly radicalised, :
with women and unskilled workers :

playing significant roles.

Trade union membership rose :
sharply, with the number affiliated to :
the Scottish Trades Union Congress :
(STUC) rising from 129,000 in 1909

to 230,000 in 1914.

Housing

While British capitalism was lead-
ing the way internationally with
its mighty productive forces
generating colossal profits for
the owners of the shipyards,
steelworks and coal mines, the
working class was forced deeper
into poverty. Glasgow was known

as ‘the engine room of Britain’ for its :

concentration of heavy indus-
try. However, those work-
ers tending the ‘engine
room’ were living in
terrible conditions as
the city failed to ac-
commodate its hugely
increasing workforce,
with  overcrowding
and poor sanitation
rife. The popula-
tion expanded from
200,000 in 1851 to
around one million in

1911. John Maclean PHOTO: HULTON ARCHIVE

ed Clydeside refers to a sig- :
nificant era of the labour :
movement in early 20th- :
century Scotland, centred :
around Glasgow and the Riv- :
er Clyde industrial area. This period :
holds great importance for socialists :
today, offering inspiration and valu- :
able lessons for ongoing industrial :

: As war broke out in 1914, thou- :
¢ sands of working-class men left their
 homes to join the armed forces, be-
: ing led to the slaughter in the name
¢ of protecting the profits and stature of :
: the British Empire. The war machine
: required vast production in the arms

industry, which led many thou-
sands of other men and their fam-
ilies to move to the city to provide
the required workforce. Mean-
while Glasgow’s housing stock was
stagnating. The developing hous-
ing crisis worsened, with landlords
seizing the opportunity to increase

those with absent main

afford the higher

stock was increas-
ingly  overcrowded
and dilapidated - in
the years 1912-15
alone, the popula-
tion of Glasgow in-

housing units were
constructed.

rents. Many families, especially :

wage earners serving :
in the war, could not :

rents. The housing§

creased by 65,000
while only 1,500 new :

: Soon after the rent increases, evic- :
: tion orders were being put in place :
*as well as intimidation tactics by :
: landlords. In response, local people :
in Glasgow organised a widespread :
: campaign against evictions and rent :
¢ increases. The Glasgow Women’s :
: Housing Association, led by figures :
like Mary Barbour, spearheaded the
: rent strike movement courageously. :
: The first rent strike took place in :
Govan, with tenants staging mass :
: demonstrations against evictions. :
: Similar protests erupted in various :
: areas around the city, culminating in :
large-scale demonstrations of up to :
: 25,000 people in the city centre.

While the organised labour move- :
ment supported the rent strikes, di- :
. rect involvement only came when
attempts were made to break the :
: strikes by targeting strikers’ wages :
¢ through arrestment orders. 18 strik- :
: ers were summoned by the Small :
: Debt Court. Thousands of shipyard :
: workers showed solidarity by down- :
. ing tools and marching alongside :
‘Mrs. Barbour’s Army’ to the court :
where the case was being heard. The :
: pressure exerted on the authorities :
¢ resulted in the abandonment of the :

lessons of Red clydesule 1911- 1919 .
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: court proceedings and the imple-
mentation of a Rent Restrictions Act,
: securing a victory for the working
¢ class. And although the act itself was
: only meant to be in place until six
months after the end of the war, cer-
: tain sections of it were not actually
: repealed until Thatcher’s third term
: in office!

: John Maclean

: Red Clydeside witnessed influen-
: tial anti-war activism driven by the
: working class. The Clyde Workers
¢ Committee (CWC) emerged as a
: key force, uniting Clydeside work-
: ers against repressive legislation like
: the Defence of the Realm Act 1914
: and the Munitions of War Act 1915.
: Led by trade unionist Willie Gal-
lacher, the CWC represented workers
¢ in shipyards and engineering works
: in Glasgow. Revolutionary socialist
: John Maclean and his political allies
: aided the CWC, countered media at-
¢ tacks on striking workers, exposing
: government and employer hypocrisy
in prioritising profits over workers’
: lives through weekly and sometimes
¢ daily bulletins. Maclean was always
¢ calling for the industrial struggle

&

Battle of George Square

to be backed with a proper politi-
cal struggle for socialism, includ-
ing building a revolutionary party to
carry out that strategy. However, as
he was not directly involved in the
trade unions and workers’ commit-

tees (although he was often invited to :

participate in workers’ meetings and
taught Marxist economics to hun-
dreds of shop stewards from the fac-
tories and yards) his influence could
only go so far. Gallacher, on the other
hand, followed a more syndicalist
approach, believing industrial action
alone could achieve socialism, which
proved problematic later.

The Women’s Peace Crusade,
spearheaded by Helen Crawfurd,
Mary Barbour, Agnes Dollan, and
Mrs Ferguson, emerged as another
significant anti-war vehicle. It fo-
cused on grassroots, working-class
activism, diverging from the mid-
dle-class-oriented Women’s Inter-
national League. They organised

open-air meetings and demonstra- :

tions in working-class communi-
ties, culminating in a major march
to George Square on 17 December,
1917, where they broke through

police cordons to occupy the City :

: Chambers.
. Significant events in Russia in :
: 1917, starting with the overthrow of :
: the Tsar in February and particularly :
: the working class taking power in Oc- :
: tober led by the Bolsheviks, rejuve-
: nated the revolutionary spirit of Red :
: Clydeside. A massive May Day dem- :
| : onstration of around 80,000 people :

| : championed the defence of the Rus- :
. sian Revolution, socialism in Britain, :
: and the release of John Maclean, who :
had been imprisoned in early 1916 :
g for his anti-war propaganda. The rul-
: ing class feared Maclean’s influential :
: Marxist teachings that inspired Glas- :
i gow’s working class. Eventually the :
: determined campaign to free Ma-
: clean was granted its aim - the dem- :
: onstrators all marched to Duke Street :
! prison to celebrate their victory. :
:  Maclean and other workers’ lead- :
¢ ers on Clydeside ardently supported :
¢ the Bolsheviks and vocally advocated :
: for their cause. Maclean’s appoint- :
* ment as Russian Consul in early 1918 :
: further intensified support, and a :
: massive march and demonstration :
: . followed.
:  However, Maclean was arrested :
| : again in April 1918, and sentenced to :

: five years in prison for sedition. Ma- :
. clean made his own defence in the :
: court and gave a famous speech from :
: the dock, which included the im-
: mortal words: “No human being on :
. the face of the earth, no government :
: is going to take from me my right to :
: speak, my right to protest against :
! wrong, my right to do everything that :
¢ is for the benefit of mankind. I am not :
: here, then, as the accused; I am here
: as the accuser of capitalism dripping :
: with blood from head to foot.”

The Glasgow May Day demonstra-

: tion in 1918 shared similar goals as :
: the previous year but now took place :
* on a working day, bringing many :
: workers out on strike. They expressed :
| : support for the Bolshevik govern- :
| : ment, demanded an immediate end
. to the war, and called for Maclean’s :
: release with increased fervour.
. Laterin 1918, the workers achieved :
: the aims they had been campaigning :
: for so courageously, with the armi- :
: stice signed on 11 November, and :
: Maclean released from Peterhead :
: Prison seven months into his five- :
: year sentence. He returned to Glas- :
: gow on 3 December to a tumultuous :
: welcome. The genuine prospect of a :
: workers’ revolution in Germany, the :
: growing strength of the labour move- :
: ment in Glasgow and across Brit- :
: ain, and the possibility of revolution :
: across Europe was a major factor that :
: ended the war. :
:  The fact that the anti-war cam- :
: paign survived at all in the atmos- :
: phere of substantial government :
: anti-German, pro-war propaganda :
: and an obnoxious jingoistic pro-war :
: press is a testament to the principled @ &
: radicalism and outstanding courage :
¢ of John Maclean and his comrades, :
: the workers, women, and youth in- :
¢ volved throughout Red Clydeside :
: and across the isles. :
: The war’s end brought disillu- :
: sionment as returning soldiers were :
: promised a “land fit for heroes” but :
: the reality was far from it! The fear :
: of mass unemployment loomed as :
. demobilisation reduced orders in in- :
¢ dustries like shipbuilding, railways, :
: and munitions. The labour move- :
ment rallied behind the CWC cam- :
: paign for a shorter working week to :
: address the impending crisis, ad- :
: vocating a 30-hour week. However, :
: the leadership of the Amalgamated :
Society of Engineers (ASE) ignored :

: the workers’ position and negotiated :
for a 47-hour week with employers. :
This led the CWC to organise a shop :
stewards’ conference demanding :
a stronger campaign for a 30-hour :
¢ week, which resulted in a compro- :

mise of a 40-hour week demand. The

conference also agreed to call for a :

general strike on 27 January 1919.

The response to the general strike :
call was overwhelming, with 40,000 : *
workers from Clydeside factories and :

engineering works out by 29 January.

: Miners from nearby regions joined :

in with solidarity strikes, and dis-

charged servicemen served as flying :

pickets, expanding the action. The

: ASE and miners’ union leadership

opposed the strike but couldn’t as-

¢ sert much influence. Striking miners :
: occupied their union headquarters,
demanding support for a general :

strike.

George Square

On the Wednesday, another rally :
took place in George Square wherein :

the Lord Provost met with the strik-

: ers’ delegates. They were promised :
representation to the government :
and asked to return on Friday for a :

response. However, this turned out to

be a critical mistake, the ruling class :

began actively drawing up plans

. to break the strike as they feared it

spreading across Britain. 100,000

workers in Belfast were already strik- :

ing for a 44-hour week.

On Friday 31 January, tens of thou- :
sands of workers assembled in George :
Square to hear the negotiation out- :
: come. Police surrounded the square,
and at 12.20pm, they launched a :
. fierce baton charge, attacking and ar- :
: resting CWC leaders Davie Kirkwood,

Manny Shinwell, and Willie Gallacher.

Accounts vary on the police charge :

with some saying it was unprovoked,
others that it was from workers rais-
ing the red flag above the crowd, oth-

. ers that it was from strikers forcibly :
stopping trams running through the :
: adjacent streets. At any rate, the po- :
lice were fully intent on intervening to :

break the strike.
Despite the attack, the demonstra-

tors stood their ground, engaging in :

battles with the police and eventually :
driving them back. They regrouped :
and marched, with ex-servicemen :
leading, to Glasgow Green where :
the police awaited. Again, the strik- :
ers fought back, forcing the police to :
: retreat. The government had ordered :
troops into the city to restore order :
: among what the Secretary of State for :
Scotland, David Munro had named :
‘a Bolshevist uprising” Young, most- :
ly untried, troops were specifically :
. deployed from other areas of Scot- :
land and northern England, despite :
: there being a military barracks in :
Maryhill (within the city area) - this :
: was because they were all veterans :
of the front and could not be trusted :
: to obey orders and set their sights :
: on the strikers. 10,000 troops and six :
: tanks were deployed to Glasgow.
Ultimately the revolutionary po- :
: tential of Red Clydeside was not fully :
: realised. The strike was led by indus- :
: trial organisers who focused on their :
immediate industrial goals rather :
than a broader political struggle. Wil- :
i lie Gallacher would later acknowl- :
edge that there should have been a :
march to the Maryhill barracks to :
enlist the support of the troops sta- :
: tioned within, easily persuading the :
soldiers to come out in support of :
: their fellow Glaswegians. “We were :
carrying on a strike when we ought :
: to have been making revolution.”
The lack of a political organisation :
: armed with a socialist programme to :
direct all the pressure of the working :
class into a weapon with which the :
capitalist state can be overthrown :
¢ was ultimately a decisive factor for :
the Red Clydeside movement. Only :

of George Square, was that the boss-
esretained their power and the strike
ended within a week. Although the
working class secured a reduction
in the working week to 47 hours, the
movement faced increasing chal-
lenges as the revolutionary wave
post-1917 ebbed for a period.

Repressive measures and anti-
working class legislation from the
ruling class, coupled with its influ-
ence on the bureaucratic trade un-
ion leadership, also contributed to
the movement’s decline. Although
a couple of years later it erupted at
an even higher level during the 1926
general strike in Britain.

The poor health of Maclean, owing
to his endless programme of political
: activity and his spells in prison being
: force-fed and undertaking hard la-
bour, led him to meet an unfortunate
early demise on 30 November, 1923,
aged 44. Scotland had lost its greatest
ever socialist. Thousands of workers
and their families around Glasgow
attended his funeral, his name never
to be forgotten and his ideas never to
perish.

We must continue to organise
against such measures and unite in
struggle across the board to fight for
the socialist transformation of socie-
ty, taking inspiration from the legacy
of Red Clydeside. The industrial base
: on the Clyde has diminished since
those days but the basic chorus of
united struggle against the bosses for
a fairer, socialist society must be re-
membered and brought to life once
again, to reverberate throughout the
various public and private sector dis-
putes we encounter today.

through this means, convincing the :
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: working class to be conscious of the :
: power they wield through a politi- :
cally armed industrial struggle, of the :
: need to finally break with capitalism, :
: would the working class have come :
! to power - as in the Russian Revolu- :
tion of October 1917. If a Bolshevik- :
style revolution had truly occurred :
in Glasgow in 1919, it could have :
spread like wildfire across Britain, :
¢ particularly the industrial areas, and :
: beyond. :
Instead, the outcome of the Battle :

ZBENT STRIE

ANST INCAASE

1 REMOVIG



/@i

socialistparty.org.uk

Issue 1253

30 November - 6 December 2023

-Soclalist

. x i S T W e
oiarions '1._*_.;,‘ _ \ ’f‘ ﬁ
= Yl

il

ADAM POWELL DAVIES
SOCIALIST STUDENTS

ver ten thousand slaugh-

tered at the hands of the

Israeli state in Gaza. It’s

no wonder that the dem-

os across Britain and the
world have been so big.

Young people have been spear- :

heading the movement, moti-
vated by anger at what the Israeli
state is doing, but also anger at the

: hypocrisy of politicians, Tories and :
: Labour. :
Suella Braverman tried to stop us :
: from protesting, she tried to brand :
i the marches as ‘hate marches, but :
: now she is out of her job. The Tories :
. are there for the taking. We don't :
: have to stop at getting Braverman :
out, we can get the whole lot out!
Thousands of students have al- :
: ready walked out of their classes :
: to protest against the war on Gaza. :
: We want to see more of that, and :

discussion about the ideas needed ‘:
¢ to end war and oppression.

We want to see protests outside of :
school gates, marches to local MPs’ :
offices or a lobby to demand they :
explain their position on the Israeli :
: capitalism as a system in crisis -
We should say to those politicians :
¢ that if they are unprepared to stand :
against war and to fight for a decent :
future for young people, then we are :
going to organise to stand candi- :
: - young people are fighting back

state’s onslaught in Gaza.

dates against them.

WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS »»» see column on p8

We have to continue to build

: this movement against war and

capitalism. Young people can be

Because we have only ever known
with a lack of affordable housing,
cost of living rising and our educa-
tion system crumbling.

Everard protests, and now over Gaza

Build the student walkouts

| The latest huge prote:

: against racism, sexism and war. We
: need to fight for an end to the sys-
: tem that produces and reproduces
the fiercest fighters for that kind of :
movement and for a socialist future. :
¢ Socialist Party and Socialist Stu-
¢ dents are launching a campaign to
: build a socialist youth movement
against war - centred on schools,
¢ colleges and universities.

Black Lives Matter, the Sarah :
: build the socialist movement against
: war and oppression in your area.

all these horrors.
That’s why young socialists in the

Get in touch, join us, and help
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