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South west London Socialist Party

T
he beginning of a mass vac-
cination programme has 
raised hopes of an end to the 
Covid crisis. 

But in their determination 
to put profits first, the Tories have 
mismanaged the health and jobs 
crisis from day one. 

Working-class people and the 
poorest in society have paid the 
highest price with our lives and live-
lihoods, and the bill keeps going up.

The Tories have no plans to vac-
cinate against the huge job losses 

and desperate rise in poverty that 
is already underway - and set to get 
worse.

Even the House of Lords econom-
ic affairs committee has said the 
government is “sleepwalking into an 
unemployment crisis”. 

More than one million jobs in 
hospitality and the retail sector are 
on the line, with many already los-
ing their jobs before Christmas. 

A dire situation exists, especially 
for young people who are entering 
the labour market. Youth unem-
ployment is expected to reach its 
highest level since the mid-1980s. 

Children are going to bed hungry, 

two million families are destitute, 
and the Tories won’t even commit 
to maintaining the £20-a-week in-
crease in Universal Credit! 

Rich get richer
The super-rich have got richer dur-
ing the pandemic, while the bur-
den of the crisis is offloaded onto 
the shoulders of working-class 
people. 

‘Thin deal’ or ‘no deal’, the out-
come of the Tories’ Brexit trade ne-
gotiations with the EU will only add 
to the economic misery - and once 
again it will be workers and the poor 
who suffer the most.

The Lords’ report echoes what 
the Socialist has been arguing for 
months - that job and training sup-
port measures, including the Kick-
start scheme for young people, are 
completely inadequate.  

We are fighting for a mass pro-
gramme of government investment 
in socially useful job creation, with 
trade union rates of pay. We are 
fighting for free training schemes for 
skilled work, with a guaranteed job 
at the end. 

We are campaigning for union 
leaders to lead a mass fightback 
to defend every single job, as well 
as to defend health and safety in 

workplaces and schools (see page 
3). 

Companies that threaten redun-
dancies or closures should open 
their books to workforce and trade 
union inspection. If companies gen-
uinely cannot maintain jobs, then 
they must be nationalised under 
democratic workers’ control to de-
fend jobs and incomes. 

But securing a decent future for all 
means also fighting to get rid of cap-
italism - a system based on an end-
less pursuit of profit - and replacing 
it with a socialist plan of production 
to reorganise society in the interest 
of the working-class majority. 
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jobs and safety

The crisis is not over

Unemployment  
and Covid  
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The Socialist Party fights for 
socialism - a democratic society 
run for the needs of all and not 

the profits of a few. We also oppose 
every cut, fighting in our day-to-day 
campaigning for every possible 
improvement for working-class people. 
The organised working class has the 
potential power to stop the cuts and 
transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, 
the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for 
a Workers’ International 
(CWI) which organises 
across the world.

Our demands include...

PUBLIC SERVICES 
●● No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

●● No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

●● Fully fund all services and 
run them under accountable, 
democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and 
users.

●● Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

●● A socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs - free at the 
point of use and under democratic 
control. Kick out private contractors!

●● Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building 
programme of publicly owned housing, 
on an environmentally sustainable 
basis, to provide good quality homes 
with low rents. 

WORK AND INCOME
●● Trade union struggle for an 

immediate increase in the minimum 
wage to £12 an hour without 
exemptions as a step towards a real 
living wage of at least £15. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings. Scrap zero-
hour contracts.

●● All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

●● An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

●● Scrap Universal Credit. For the right 
to decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

●● Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

●● A 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 

ENVIRONMENT
●● Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

●● Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

●● A democratically planned, low-
fare, publicly owned transport system, 
as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS
●● Oppose discrimination on the grounds 

of race, gender, disability, sexuality, age, 
and all other forms of prejudice.

●● Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

●● Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

●● For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

●● For the right to vote at 16.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY 
●● For a mass workers’ party drawing 

together workers, young people and 
activists from workplace, community, 
environmental, anti-racist and anti-
cuts campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
●● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
●● Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate the 
British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and 
management. Compensation to be paid 
only on the basis of proven need.

●● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

●● No to the bosses’ neoliberal 
European Union and single market. For 
a socialist Europe and a socialist world!

WHAT WE STAND FOR
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Belatedly, the Welsh government an-
nounced the closure of secondary 
schools in Wales, moving to online 
teaching one week before the end of 
term.

This was a last-minute reaction to 
rising cases in Welsh schools, and the 
fact that large numbers of pupils and 
teachers were indicating that they 
would, in effect, boycott schools any-
way, so they could isolate in time for 
Christmas.

But primary schools remain of-
ficially open, until the government 
does another possible U-turn. The 
Welsh government should have 

announced the closure of primary 
schools too.

Panic measures
It would have been much better if 
the Welsh government had heeded 
the warnings of trade unions and 
planned the closures. These panic 
measures make it very difficult for 
schools and families to plan online 
learning and childcare.

Council and education unions 
have been calling for a planned ear-
ly closure for weeks. Socialist Party 
member Mark Evans - branch sec-
retary of public sector union Unison 

in Carmarthenshire - wrote to the 
leader of the council on behalf of 
the union, demanding he reverse his 
previous decision to keep schools 
open before “staff vote with their 
feet”.

Mark also said: “Staff are exhaust-
ed and frightened.” And that the un-
ion’s warning that “schools would, in 
effect, be petri dishes for Covid-19” 
has “unfortunately and predictably 
proven correct”.

●● Read Carmarthenshire 
Unison’s statement in full at 
socialistpartywales.org.uk

The Socialist: 
Christmas/New Year 
schedule
This is last issue of the Socialist in 
2020. Issue 1115 will be available 
from 7 January 2021. The edito-
rial team would like to wish all of 
our readers season’s greetings, 
and look forward to continuing 
the struggle for socialism in the 
new year. See our website social-
istparty.org.uk for any breaking 
news over the Christmas and New 
Year period.

Effective testing and 
properly funded safety 
plan needed in schools
Unions must act now

Martin Powell-Davies
National Education Union member

T
he contradictory chaos at the 
heart of the government’s 
Covid policies has been 
brought into sharp focus by 
the sudden announcement 

that mass testing of secondary school 
students is going to be rushed out in 
parts of Essex, Kent and north east 
London. 

There’s no question that regular 
mass testing of school students and 
staff is needed. It’s a demand that 
the National Education Union (NEU) 
raised as one of our ‘five tests’ for 
Covid-safety in schools back in May. 

A few weeks ago, infection rates 
in the north of England were much 
higher than in the south. However, 
official statistics show that it’s now 
London where rates are rising fast-
est, particularly among school-age 
children. 

Like some Tory ‘King Canute’, 
health secretary Matt Hancock 
hopes rushing out mobile testing 
units can stop the rising tide wash-
ing over London and the south east. 
But, once again, instead of a properly 
resourced plan, he’s resorting to half-
baked measures.

The practicalities of making sure 
that schoolchildren in the target-
ed areas are all tested are far from 
straightforward. No doubt exhausted 
and overstretched school staff will 
again be expected to try and help 
bring some order to Tory chaos.

Testing this late in term also means 
that children testing positive will 
then have to self-isolate with their 
families over the Christmas period 
that the government has supposedly 
‘saved’ from Covid restrictions.

Worse, government ministers still 

can’t bring themselves to admit to 
what is now surely blindingly obvi-
ous. If school-aged children are so 
widely infected, insisting that par-
ents send them into classes of 30 - in 
badly ventilated classrooms - inevi-
tably means that schools will be act-
ing as a significant driver of wider 
community transmission.

Yet, while these mass tests are 
being announced, badly hit Lon-
don boroughs are being ordered to 
withdraw their plans to manage the 
situation by finishing term with just 
remote learning (see below).

As parents and staff in the hard-hit 
north have understandably pointed 
out with anger, government failure to 
organise widespread mass testing in 
other regions has already left thou-
sands of families vulnerable. Some 
of their children will have been re-
turning home from school untested, 
probably without symptoms, but still 
infectious. 

But government failure mustn’t be 
allowed to stoke regional divisions. 
Regular effective mass testing of chil-
dren should be happening in every 
area.

The risk of transmission should 
also be kept down through a prop-
erly resourced plan for safer reduced 
class sizes, with some children being 
supported to learn from home on a 
rota basis where necessary - certainly 
in those areas with the highest infec-
tion rates. Parents and carers, who 
are left without childcare, should be 
paid in full if they have to remain at 
home as a result.

Of course, these demands aren’t 
new. Trade unions and parent cam-
paigns have been calling for action to 
reduce infection risks in schools for 
months.

Instead of just pleading with 

ministers who refuse to listen, what’s 
needed is action to make sure they 
are forced to change policy. The 
NEU should follow the lead taken by 
the Scottish teaching union EIS in 
Glasgow, and prepare members for 
ballots for strike action where em-
ployers continue to refuse to act to 
protect health and safety.

●Tories force 
Greenwich schools 
to close - but unions 
must stand firm
So the Tories have chosen to use the 
dictatorial powers enshrined in the 
Coronavirus Act to order Greenwich 
Council to keep schools open - pre-
sumably other London councils fol-
lowing similar routes will receive the 
same.

Greenwich Council has now 
backed down. But the council should 
have stuck to its guns. It was acting in 
the interests of public health - unlike 
the Tories. 

Let’s see the Tories justify in court 
why it’s “necessary and proportion-
ate” to force schools to stay open, just 
when London is going back into tier 
3, and when Hancock has blamed 
the rising infection rate on school-
age children!

The council hasn’t stood firm, but 
the unions must. If there is a serious 
and imminent danger from rising in-
fection rates, then the unions should 
advise staff of their rights under Sec-
tion 44 to refuse to work in unsafe 
workplaces.

If the Tories up the ante, then they 
have to be faced down.

Welsh schools close for safety after union pressure

Mass testing - we need trade union 
oversight and full pay for all
Katrine Williams
socialist Party national committee

The Tory government is ploughing 
enormous resources into mass test-
ing, promising £100 billion for ‘Op-
eration Moonshot’, equivalent to 70% 
of the usual annual NHS resource 
budget. The majority of funding is 
being funnelled into private compa-
nies carrying out the tests.

Mass testing, sufficiently accu-
rate and used effectively, could be 
an important tool in the response to 
the pandemic. But how effective are 
the tests, and how does mass testing 
fit with the rest of the government’s 
Covid strategy?

Having been trialled in Liverpool, 
the government’s version of mass 
testing is being rolled out to further 
communities, including the possibil-
ity of workplace testing. So far, there 
has not been a proper evaluation of 
the effectiveness of the programme 
in Liverpool made public.

The lateral flow test used as part 
of the scheme needs a swab that 

has been pushed up both nostrils 
from each individual. In the main, 
swabbing is done by the individuals 
themselves. Meanwhile, the testing 
process is being carried out by what 
the government call “experienced” 
staff, but who, in reality, have had 
just an hour’s training by video. 

Despite assertions about the ac-
curacy of the test, the accuracy of 
results fall within a very wide range. 
In Liverpool, tests captured just 58% 
of those with Covid-19. Accuracy 
of testing is much higher when the 
samples are obtained, and the tests 
are done, by clinical experts. Accu-
racy rises to 79% when done by labo-
ratory scientists.

The government and bosses want 
to use mass testing as a means to 
get workers back to work as soon as 
possible, cutting self-isolation times, 
and maintaining the fiction that 
workplaces are ‘Covid secure’. 

There is a danger that mass test-
ing can give the illusion of safety 
and false reassurance to those who 
test negative. All safety measures 

including social distancing, face 
coverings, good ventilation and 
good hygiene continue to be vital 
for safety, and are often absent from 
workplaces.

Mass testing in Liverpool had a 
varying degree of take up. The lowest 
take up was in the poorest communi-
ties, where workers cannot afford to 
self-isolate because of the impact on 
their pay. Self-isolation is an effective 
way to stop the spread and must not 
be curtailed. All workers, including 
those on limited-hours contracts, 
must receive full pay and face no det-
riment from annual leave or sickness 
absence recording.

More accurate testing, carried out 
by trained professionals, as part of a 
publicly owned system, and under 
the democratic control of workers 
and the trade unions, could play a vi-
tal role in tackling the pandemic. But 
it also needs to be combined with full 
pay for those isolating, and resources 
provided to ensure all safety meas-
ures are carried out in our workplac-
es and communities.

The Socialist Party demands: 

●● Full funding to local authorities 
and NHS to deliver test, track, trace 
and protect

●● Improve the testing of 
symptomatic people with full 
resourcing to public services so that 
individuals can get results promptly

●● Testing in the workplace should 
focus on stopping the spread of 
Covid-19 by identifying those that 
need to self-isolate.  Any testing 
must be carried out by clinical 
experts, with the oversight of 
workplace trade unions

●● Mass testing to be part of the 
public sector. No more lining the 
pockets of big business

●● Community screening of 
asymptomatic people should be 
properly piloted and systematically 
evaluated under trade union 
supervision

●● For trade union struggle to 
demand what is needed to tackle 
Covid-19. For jobs, full pay, and 
health and safety at work

Mitch Fuqua/USAF/cc
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Maternity unit deaths - democratic, public 
ownership needed to ensure an accountable NHS
Jane Nellist
Coventry Socialist Party

T
he recently published Ock-
enden report into the deaths 
and serious injuries of moth-
ers and babies at the mater-
nity units in Shropshire and 

Telford Hospital NHS Trust exposes a 
very dark side of the lack of account-
ability in the NHS. 

Credit must go to those parents 
who have fought tirelessly over many 
years to expose the hospital’s failings 
at great cost to their own health and 
wellbeing, encouraging other fami-
lies to speak out. 

Although the report has only 
looked at 250 cases, the investigation 
has resulted in over 1,862 cases being 
exposed. An astonishing number of 
failures, have caused personal heart-
break and a total lack of confidence 
in a service which serves half-a-mil-
lion people in a mainly rural area. It 
begs the question, why has it taken 
over two decades to expose what was 
happening?

Bosses shift blame
The 48-page report, which has taken 
over two years to compile, is horrific 
in its findings. Women and families 
have been ignored, brutalised, killed, 
and even falsely accused of damag-
ing their babies in an attempt to shift 
blame. 

The very clear report outlines 
nearly 30 ‘local learning actions’ that 
must be introduced now, as well as 
seven ‘immediate and essential ac-
tions’. The Royal College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynaecologists and the 

Royal College of Midwives have both 
called for all the findings to be acted 
upon immediately, by all maternity 
services. 

It should never be allowed to hap-
pen: NHS bosses seek a cover up, go 

Rich countries hoarding 
vaccine is danger to us all
Nick Hart
Black Country Socialist Party

The Covid-19 pandemic has been 
truly global in character, with every 
nation reporting cases. Why is it then, 
that as the first vaccine shipments 
leave the factories, your ability to ac-
cess it will depend largely on what 
country you’re living in?

Scientists have overcome the 
medical problems of creating usable 
Covid vaccines. But getting it ad-
ministered to enough of the world’s 
population to wipe out the virus will 
be an economic problem as much as 
a logistical one.

Vaccines from Pfizer/BioNTech 
and Moderna had barely cleared tri-
als before it emerged that wealthy 
nations had bought up 96% and 
100% of their initial run respectively. 
Despite having a population of only 
32 million, Canada now has enough 
doses on order to treat over 150 mil-
lion people!

The ceiling on the number of 
doses that can be provided shows 
the limits of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry being organised on the basis 
of capitalist competition. Instead of 
the drug companies pooling their re-
search, manufacturing capacity, and 
supply chains to get the maximum 

amount of any effective vaccines 
produced as quickly as possible, they 
are left to negotiate individually with 
governments.

The result is that as many as 67 
low-income countries are unlikely to 
get enough doses to inoculate more 
than 10% of their population in 2021. 
This is added to the relative lack of 
healthcare infrastructure in many 
neocolonial countries, resulting from 
decades of economic suppression by 
richer counterparts.

Vaccine nationalism
Public health advisers are now warn-
ing that the rise in ‘vaccine national-
ism’ could leave Covid in circulation 
for much longer than necessary. As 
we saw at the start of the pandemic, 
the persistence of the virus in one 
corner of the globe could be the ba-
sis for it spreading to other countries 
once again.

The chaos of the free market is 
proving unable to efficiently stamp 
out Covid. To truly protect the work-
ing-class majority of the world’s pop-
ulation from this and other diseases, 
we need the development and sup-
ply of medicine to be run on the basis 
of need, not profit, with democratic 
planning on an international scale. 
In other words, we need socialism.

Cancel exams for class of Covid

Reece Miller
Nottingham Socialist Students

Education secretary Gavin William-
son has refused to follow Scotland 
and Wales in cancelling exams, jus-
tifying his decision with: “Exams are 
the best form of assessment we have”.

This suits the Tory minister per-
fectly, as there is a correlation be-
tween exams and a student’s family 
income. Professor Ira Shor remarked 
that universities should simply enter 
students’ family income instead of 
their grades. 

Williamson has shown some le-
niency to students. Grading will 
be more generous. What does this 
mean?

Students will be told in January 
some of what is on the exam. Stu-
dents will be given exam-aid work-
sheets, to reduce the amount of 
content that needs to be memorised.

And there will be back-up exams 
in July if students miss assessments. 
In other words, they are doing every-
thing but cancel exams.

Students in worse conditions get 
worse grades. These conditions have 

on to repeat mistakes over and over 
again, and ignore recommenda-
tions, causing more needless misery 
and heartache to many families over 
many years. 

It is vital that there is a struggle to 

strengthen the trade unions in the 
health service, so that workers are 
in a position to be able to whistle-
blow and suggest changes, without 
fear of victimisation or losing their 
jobs.

Accountability
There is no accountability of NHS 
services to the local community, ex-
cept for a few Patient Participation 
Groups. The Socialist Party demands 
democratic accountability across the 
whole of the NHS. This means being 
accountable to service users, NHS 
workers through the health service 
trade unions, and the working class 
as a whole.

With the prospect of even more 
cuts, privatisation and rationalis-
ing services in the NHS, the issue of 
accountability is vital. Privatising 
health services makes them less ac-
countable, and the drive for profit 
makes services less safe. 

That’s why the Socialist Party ar-
gues for the renationalisation of 
the whole of the NHS under demo-
cratic working-class control and 
management.

If the Ockenden Report highlights 
one thing, it’s that these tragic events 
should have been exposed and acted 
upon a long time ago. Democratic, 
public ownership is the only way to 
make sure that the NHS stays true to 
its original intentions. 

only been compounded by the coro-
navirus crisis, which has laid bare the 
inequalities of capitalism.

Comparing the 2020-2021 budget 
to 2017-2018, the increases in per-
pupil funding for children on free 
school meals was only two-thirds the 
rate of other students.

More funding means students get 
more support in school. More fam-
ily income means students are more 
likely to access help out of school - 
help from university-educated par-
ents, access to individual laptops, or 
even personal tutors.

Poorer students are disadvan-
taged, both in and out of school. This 
is especially pertinent when we have 
been through a period of schooling 
at home. Exams would be an extra 
burden on both students and teach-
ers, who have had more than enough 
stress this year.

The National Education Un-
ion (NEU) already calls for an end 
to “the over-reliance on exams”, 
and instead proposes school-as-
sessed grades based on teacher 
assessment. 

This system provides a fairer and 
just as accurate - if not more accurate 
- measurement of knowledge and 
abilities compared to exams.

This government has already U-
turned on the disastrous exam algo-
rithm. With coordinated action, they 
can be forced to cancel exams this 
year.

Met police investigate 
British mercenary war 
crimes against Tamils
●We want a real, independent, public, 
workers-led inquiry
Piriyasha
Birmingham South West Socialist Party

The Metropolitan Police are investi-
gating British mercenaries’ hand in 
the massacre of over 100,000 civil-
ians and the brutal defeat of the LTTE 
(Tamil Tigers), who fought an armed 
struggle for an independent Tamil 
Eelam nation.

Keenie Meenie Services (KMS), 
formed in 1975, were mercenaries 
that offered military aid to places in 
conflict, in support of British impe-
rialism. In Sri Lanka, KMS trained 
the Special Tasks Force (STF) of the 
Sri Lankan Police, to battle the Tamil 
Tigers in the 1980s. The STF commit-
ted atrocious crimes against Tamil 
civilians, condoned by the British 
government.

Tamil civilians were detained, tor-
tured, and killed by the STF as the Sri 
Lankan government tried to suppress 
the Tamil independence movement. 
One of the most dreadful recollec-
tions include the 1987 massacre of 
85 Tamil civilians at a prawn farm in 
Kokkadicholai.

Classified documents came to 
fruition as a result of Freedom of 
Information requests by investiga-
tive journalist and author Phil Miller. 
They indicate that KMS were person-
ally involved, providing air coverage 
for bombing and firing at civilians 
indiscriminately.

It was no surprise when the Tamil 
diaspora in Britain took to the streets 
to demonstrate during the end stages 
of the war in 2009. They called for 

Gordon Brown’s government to end 
the slaughter of thousands of Tamils 
in Mullivaikkal. But the right-wing 
Labour government did nothing.

In fact, the British government 
supplied weapons to the Sri Lankan 
state to aid the killing. Taxes paid by 
the working class, including Tamil 
workers in Britain, funded the mur-
der of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

The Metropolitan Police launched 
the investigation into alleged war 
crimes and human rights abuses by 
KMS after immense public pressure. 
However, we can expect an investiga-
tion similar to the ‘Spycops’ inquiry, 
also conducted by Met police (see 
‘Spycops inquiry: why the capitalist 
state feared and continues to fear so-
cialism’ at socialistparty.org.uk). That 
inquiry did not allow the identities of 
police spies to be revealed, even their 
cover names.

We require an independent public 
inquiry to be undertaken against the 
British mercenaries that committed 
appalling war crimes, which is led by 
the trade unions and representatives 
of the working class, including the 
Tamil diaspora.

We also ask: Why does taxpayers’ 
money fund imperialist wars, when 
we are told there is not sufficient 
money for decent jobs, homes and 
healthcare? If the working class col-
lectively owned the wealth, and con-
trolled it democratically, we could 
ensure that expenditure was directed 
towards society, and not to line the 
pockets of the capitalist class.

●● See tamilsolidarity.org

No surprise, poverty is rising
●We want real benefits, living wage, rent control and socialism
Sam Morden
South Tyne and Wear Socialist Party

A report by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation shows that 2.4 million, 
including half a million children, 
experienced “destitution” in 2019 - 
before coronavirus reached the UK. 
This is up 54% since 2017.

In a country where unemployment 
is on the rise because of the financial 
crisis, and more people are forced 
onto what little Universal Credit may 
give (draconian sanctions permit-
ting), these numbers are set only to 
increase.

Of the destitute, a fifth are home-
less or suffer from addiction. 54% 
have a chronic health problem or 
disability. 14% are in paid work. 
These are indictments of the capi-
talist system and its effect on our 
health.

Destitution has risen sharply in all 
regions. The worst affected are Lon-
don, where wealth contrasts with 
grinding poverty, and the north of 
England.

A January 2020 report by the Child 
Poverty Action Group shows that my 
home constituency - Gateshead - 
has one of the highest rates of child 

poverty in the north east (42%) - 
equal to Middlesbrough, and second 
only to Newcastle Central (48%).

The Foundation’s report calls for 
the £20-a-week rise in Universal 
Credit to be extended, which the So-
cialist Party supports. But, in one of 
the richest countries in the world, it 
should be much more.

Benefits should be similar to a real 
living wage. Rents should be capped 
and council homes built. Only when 
the economy is taken into democrat-
ic public ownership will we see the 
wealth created used to end poverty 
for good.

No to Tories’ new anti-protest law
●Current undemocratic laws already used 
against Bristol statue protesters
Tom Baldwin
Bristol Socialist Party

Demonstrations of more than two 
people were banned for the first 
time last month. Unable to keep this 
draconian rule in place beyond the 
end of lockdown, the Tories are now 
looking at other ways to restrict the 
right to protest. Home Secretary Priti 
Patel has unveiled a raft of curbs on 
democratic rights expected to be put 
forward in a bill next year. 

Gatherings outside parliament and 
judicial hearings would be outlawed, 
as would those that block newspaper 
distribution. Demonstrations outside 
‘critical infrastructure’ such as power 
plants would also be banned, possi-
bly including picket lines by striking 
workers. It is not clear how ‘critical’ 
will be defined, potentially giving 
ministers and the courts even greater 
leeway to try and silence protesters. 

In the worst economic crisis for 
300 years, capitalist representatives 
are clearly not confident in the sup-
port for their system. Earlier this year, 
they announced schools would be 
banned from using anti-capitalist 
teaching materials. Now they’re 
looking to strengthen the powers of 

the state in order to protect the pow-
er and wealth of the bosses. 

We are already subject to repres-
sive laws that restrict the democratic 
rights of ordinary people. The area 
around parliament is currently a 
‘controlled area’ where protests re-
quire permission now they could be 
banned altogether. 

Four Black Lives Matter protest-
ers are being charged with criminal 
damage after a statue of slave-trader 
Edward Colston was pulled down in 
Bristol in the summer (see ‘Oppose 
racist symbols and the racist system’ 
at socialistparty.org.uk). Five other 
people have already had conditional 
cautions relating to the incident.

Drop the charges
The charges against these protest-
ers should be dropped. For decades 
councillors had dithered over what to 
do with the hated statue it was direct 
action which resolved the issue.

A series of anti-trade union laws 
already restrict workers’ ability to 
organise and strike. Last year a 97% 
vote for strike action by Communica-
tion Workers Union (CWU) members 
in Royal Mail was overturned by an 
unelected High Court judge. Many 

protesters around the country could 
share experiences of how the current 
laws are already used against them. 

Priti Patel has hypocritically tried 
to justify the new laws on the grounds 
of protecting democracy. In reality 
this is about protecting property and 
profit.

Newspaper distribution is con-
sidered a vital ‘democratic’ function 
when it means spreading the ideas 
of billionaire press barons. Yet the 
privatisation of public spaces makes 
it ever harder to sell a workers’ pa-
per like the Socialist. We have many 
examples of successfully winning 
the right to sell the Socialist (see 
‘Waltham Forest: Campaigners score 
a victory’ at socialistparty.org.uk).

These laws are an attack on demo-
cratic rights from a weak government 
sitting at the head of a weak capitalist 
system. This attack must be fought, 
and the workers’ movement must 
be willing to break unjust laws to en-
sure the voice of the working class is 
heard.

SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE SOCIALIST
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socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe
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East London shows the way: 
strikes are how to fight  
for state education

James Ivens
East London Socialist Party

T
wo strikes in Newham, east 
London have the future of 
publicly owned and run edu-
cation at their heart. What’s 
more, the mini-strikewave 

which has followed them in sur-
rounding boroughs shows the poten-
tial for wider action.

The action against forced expan-
sion of Little Ilford School rages on. 
Its seventh and eighth strike days on 
8-9 December again counted dozens 
of pickets. This is despite multiple 
year groups and staff members iso-
lating due to rampant Covid cases. 

The strikers’ mood is dogged and 
participation remains firm. In fact, 
the school’s National Education Un-
ion (NEU) group has grown from 60 
to 75.

Too many students, too few staff, 
and yet more disruptive building 
plans are the reasons for this dispute. 
But its political crux is privatisation.

With expeditious strikes in 2018-
19, Newham NEU defeated most 
attempts to turn more local state 
schools into state-funded, privately 
run ‘academies’. Under huge pres-
sure, the local Labour council even 
reluctantly agreed it would formally 
oppose academisation.

Newham needs new schools
Meanwhile, Labour’s own gentrifi-
cation policies in London had fun-
nelled working-class families into 
localities with insufficient school 
places. What Newham needs is new 
schools to take the pressure off.

However, the Tory-Liberal central 
government’s Education Act 2011 
introduced ‘academy/free school 
presumption’. This meant local gov-
ernment could only build new ‘com-
munity schools’ – owned and run by 
the council – if they received no vi-
able pitch for a privately run school. 

The final arbiter? The (Tory) edu-
cation secretary.

In 2015, the Tories updated the 
‘presumption clause’ to ‘free schools’ 
only. Free schools are simply new 
academies which anyone can set 
up. Like all academies, they are ‘free’ 
from national union agreements on 
pay and conditions, the national cur-
riculum, and even the need for quali-
fied teachers.

So now Newham is saying the only 
solution to the problem it has created 
is an under-resourced school expan-
sion - or a free school. 

In fact, it could fully resource staff-
ing and student places by using its 
vast reserves and borrowing pow-
ers, and demanding the money back 
from the U-turn Tories. With some 
creativity, and backing for the NEU’s 
campaign, it might even find a way 
round free school presumption.

In the meantime, the dangers of 
free schools are underlined by the 

ongoing dispute at London Design 
and Engineering UTC, on a Univer-
sity of East London campus. It’s a 
‘university technical college’: a sec-
ondary-age free school focused on 
‘Stem’ subjects.

The vicious school management 
sacked NEU rep Sharon Morgan - for 
the crime of asking questions about 
Covid safety. A judge even decided in 
her favour, but such rulings are not 
binding.

Staff and students work in cramped 
facilities. Like in all schools, workload 

is increasing while staff numbers fall. 
One striker told us the time between 
bells to change classrooms has been 
cut completely - periods end and be-
gin simultaneously! Are teachers ex-
pected to teleport? 

Turnover is high. Conditions are 
unbearable. This is sweated educa-
tion, and it’s the future the Tories 
want for school workers and work-
ing-class students.

Nonetheless, the brave core of 
strikers have rattled bosses, stood at 
the windswept Dockside gate on six 

days this year. Management attempts 
to intimidate pickets and keep stu-
dents away show this.

Both these local strikes are fighting 
aspects of a national problem: free 
school presumption. They are also 
angry and worried about coronavirus 
safety, falling pay and rising work-
loads - national problems too. 

Socialist lead
Led by Socialist Party member Lou-
ise Cuffaro, Newham NEU has shown 
the mood is there to fight if leaders 
are willing to lead. And that mood is 
contagious.

In Hackney, members at a ‘special 
educational needs and disability’ 
(SEND) institution - the independ-
ent Leaways School - walked out on 
8-9 December. NEU members are 
demanding better pay and sick leave 
(see article below).

Next-door Tower Hamlets NEU 
called a strike of SEND educators on 
9 December. The Labour council is 
proposing redundancies in the ‘Sup-
port for Learning Service’. 

Havering Sixth Form College struck 
on 10 December for safer Covid 
measures. All the students are in eve-
ry day! Outside London, Kingsway  
Primary in Wirral, Merseyside struck 
for Covid safety the same day. With 
or without a national lead, schools 
have no way forward but to fight. 
They must not be left to fight alone. 
The national leadership of the NEU 
needs to learn from East London and 
have the confidence to build ballots 
on industrial action nationally.

Determined strikers at Leaways school
Chris Newby
Hackney Socialist Party

NEU members at Leaways school 
in Clapton, East London, are taking 
part in a six-day strike spread over 
three weeks. The school is run by pri-
vate company Kedleston Group, and 
teaches children from across London 
with autism and social emotional 
and mental health difficulties. 

Teachers and support staff are 
angry that the school is not provid-
ing the conditions to enable them 
to give students the best possible 
education. They are demanding that 
the school gives them parity with 
the 2.75% pay award that teachers in 
state schools have received, instead 
of the 1% the school has offered 
them, and an increase in the num-
ber of days sick pay, which currently 
stands at seven days a year. They are 

also demanding an increase in the 
number of staff as classes are cur-
rently understaffed. 

NEU members on the picket line 
explained the terrible conditions 
that they and the students work in. 
This is a four-storey building where 
the heating doesn’t work above the 
ground floor. This, coupled with the 
fact that windows have to be left open 
because of Covid, means that teach-
ers, education assistants and stu-
dents have to keep their coats on the 
whole day because it is so cold. Also, 
there are not enough computers to 

go around for the students. There are 
also no outdoor play areas for the 
students.

The striking NEU members are 
very determined to win their de-
mands. There have been about 30 
to 40 on the picket line, with lots of 
homemade placards. It is clear that 
there is a lot of local support, with 
many passing motorists tooting their 
horns. The strikers were very pleased 
to see Socialist Party members vist-
ing the picket line to offer their sup-
port. The next three days of strikes 
run from 15-17 December.

Openreach and EE: Massive vote for 
action in consultative ballot
CWU members in BT 

Openreach and EE (now owned by 
BT) CWU members have retuned 
a massive 97.9% ‘yes’ vote on a 74% 
turnout in a consultative ballot on 
whether they wish to take industrial 
action against compulsory redun-
dancies, site closures, reduction of 
terms and conditions, and a race to 
the bottom.

For decades the no compulsory 
redundancy agreement has been the 
jewel in the crown of the BT unions’ 
achievements, but the realities of 
crisis-ridden capitalism, weak un-
ion leadership, and the neverending 
greed of the bosses, mean that these 
are luxuries they can dispense with.

If the bosses get their own way, 
the consequences for workers could 
be severe. Not only will some people 
lose their jobs, site closures will result 
in many engineers who need lighter 
indoor duties having no other job to 
go to and being made redundant. 

The employers’ proposals are not 

driven by operational needs but 
by the greed of the bosses. BT and 
Openreach have been giving work 
which should be done in-house to 
contractors, and are busy recruit-
ing new staff on inferior terms and 
conditions. Since the time that BT 
bought EE, it has been attempting to 
level down pay and conditions to the 
inferior EE ones.

This is part of a planned attack on 
pay, jobs, and terms and conditions, 
and must be resisted. The CWU wants 
to use this ballot result to persuade 
the company that its proposals are so 
unpopular that they will be scrapped. 

The bosses may think that the un-
ion leadership is sufficiently weak 
to cave in. Socialist Party members 
believe that the time spent on this 
consultative ballot would have been 
better spent mobilising for an indus-
trial action ballot. 

But if the employer does not back 
down by the beginning of 2021, the 
CWU should build on this mag-
nificent  vote and organise a legal 

industrial action  ballot to halt these 
attacks on telecom workers. 

As long as telecoms companies are 
privately owned and run for profit, 
there will be attempts to attack work-
ers. The only way to remove this 
threat and stop the continuous race 
to the bottom is to nationalise the 
entire industry under democratic 
workers’ control and management. 
The union should raise this policy 
amongst the membership.

The plan to reduce office-based 
sites from 300 to 30 is a massive is-
sue and will have devastating effects 
on workers’ lives, adding up to two 
to three hours to a working day with 
travel time. 

CWU members have made it clear 
in an amazing ballot result - at a time 
when face-to-face branch meetings 
could not take place - that they will 
not accept the current management 
attacks on their jobs and terms and 
conditions of service. 

BT needs to back off or deal with 
the consequences.

Christmas redundancy 
shock at L&Q housing 
association

Workers at highly profitable housing 
association L&Q were shocked to be 
told of major restructuring and the 
threat of large-scale redundancies.

In recent months, they have been 
congratulated for their efforts to keep 
the organisation going through the 
pandemic, but now they will face 
restructuring and the threat of job 
losses. 

The rumour among workers is that 
20% cuts are in the pipeline. If this 
is untrue, Unite the union is call-
ing on management to level with 
staff and spell out the real position 
immediately.

While the chief executive makes 
his Christmas plans knowing that 
his £344,097 a-year pay is secure, his 
workforce faces an anxious festive 

season, and the potential of a disas-
trous new year.

The organisation declared an an-
nual surplus of £414 million in its last 
published accounts. It benefits from 
low interest rates, and only in Octo-
ber boasted of its most successful 
bond issue ever. 

Despite this, staff were told that the 
rushed ‘consultation’ will proceed 
through the Christmas period so that 
redundancies can be completed by 
the end of the financial year. 

There is no justification for ram-
ming these changes through and no 
rationale for redundancies. Unite 
believes that L&Q bosses should fully 
consult both staff and residents, and 
stands ready to support workers in 
any action they wish to take. 

Unite launch ballot over sacked London 
bus rep Judith Katera
Unite the union is running a consul-
tative ballot on 16-17 December to 
launch the campaign to get Judith 
Katera reinstated. Judith, a long-
standing union rep and activist in 
Battersea garage in South London, 
has been dismissed by Abellio. She 
feels that both herself and Moe Muh-
sin Manir, the rep at Walworth ga-
rage in the same company, are being 
targeted by the company because of 
their union activities. 

It is vital that there be the biggest 
‘yes’ vote possible, to send the mes-
sage to Abellio that bus drivers in Bat-
tersea will fight for Judith’s job and 
stop attacks on the union. We hope 
that such a vote will force manage-
ment to reinstate Judith. But if they 
still refuse, the union would then be 
able to launch a full industrial action 
ballot. 
National shop stewards network

Stop ‘fire and rehire’ at British Gas
As a loyal employee of over 20 years 
I am disgusted with the way senior 
management at British Gas are treat-
ing their staff. 

The threat of the S188 ‘fire and 
rehire’ is bad enough, but now the 
company is trying to break the col-
lective bargaining of two unions, 
singling out the ‘no’ voters in order 
to pressure workers into signing up 
for greatly reduced terms, conditions 
and pay. 

Years of extremely poor 

management and horrendously bad 
financial decisions have led to cus-
tomer losses. They use the energy pay 
cap and the Covid crisis as cover for 
their own failures. 

The new chief executive officer 
Chris O’Shea is not willing to learn 
from his predecessors’ mistakes and 
is now making a whole new set of 
poor decisions, hurting the brand 
and trust of both customers and 
workforce alike. 

How he sleeps at night is beyond 

me, but I’m sure his bank bal-
ance and possible shareholder 
rewards are the motivation. Sad 
times, and if this is allowed to con-
tinue, watch this space, as large 
companies follow suit. This is 
disaster capitalism at its worst. 
British Gas Engineer 
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Can green technology and AI save capitalism?
The following article is an edited transcript of the speech 
by Mark Best in a workshop at the Socialism 2020 event 
organised online by the Socialist Party from 20-23 November 
(see ‘Socialism 2020: Growing search for ideas to change the 
world’ at socialistparty.org.uk). 
We would encourage everyone who spoke in the excellent 
discussion at the workshop to write up their contributions as 
future articles for the Socialist - editors@socialistparty.org.uk. 
We also welcome other contributions to the debate.

W
hen Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels were 
writing in the 19th 
century, the capital-
ist system, despite the 

poverty and inequality associated 
with the exploitation and oppres-
sion of workers nationally and 
around the globe, and the eco-
nomic booms and slumps which 
are rooted in the profit system 
itself, was nonetheless able to de-
velop and harness science and 
technology, and produce goods 
and services which could take so-
ciety as a whole forward. 

But capitalism today is very dif-
ferent. It is decaying. It is crisis-
ridden, and is no longer able to 
make full use of the scientific and 
technological gains which are still 
being made today. To make use of 
those advances, to invest with con-
fidence, the capitalists would need 
stable expanding markets in which 
to sell their goods and services at a 
profit on a long-term scale which, 
because of the contradictions in-
herent in a system based on profit 
rather than need, is no longer the 
case. 

The Covid pandemic has high-
lighted the scientific and techno-
logical gains that can be made. 
Some of the vaccines which have 
been announced use something 
called messenger RNA, which is a 
breakthrough in vaccine technol-
ogy. But that has been made pos-
sible on the basis of governments 
across the world pouring public 
money into research. After the 
SARS epidemic, the pharmaceuti-
cal companies had ditched their 
research into a coronavirus vac-
cine because it was not deemed 
profitable to continue with it at 
that time. 

One of the fields which makes 
clear the crises and chaos of capi-
talism is green technology. The idea 
that the capitalist class will be able 
to funnel investment into wind, so-
lar and tidal energy, to be able to 
produce cheap energy, in the future 
on the scale necessary  in order to 
grow after this crisis, is clearly un-
likely. Capitalism has the contra-
diction of being a global system, but 
at the same time based on nation 
states. This means that you can’t 
have a directed plan of production 
to solve the many problems facing 
society today. The actions of just 

one capitalist class are not enough 
to solve global warming, the plas-
tics crisis, biodiversity crisis, etc. 

That doesn’t mean, however, 
that, under the pressure of workers 
and young people across the world, 
some limited actions won’t be 
taken to attempt to solve the envi-
ronmental crisis. In the short term, 
potentially some smaller countries 
could try to seize an opportunity to 
corner what they potentially think 
will be an expanding market. But 
even if one capitalist country de-
cided to ban the burning of fos-
sil fuels and plant thousands and 
thousands of trees every day, the 
government next door might say, 
right, we want as many polluting 
industries as possible. The ques-
tion of climate change and envi-
ronmental destruction is a global 
one. 

In order to solve these problems, 
what we actually need is global 
planning, something which is im-
possible on the basis of capitalist 
competition, and only possible on 
the basis of socialism. 

Limits of capitalism
There are many examples of how 
new technologies come up against 
the limits of the capitalist system 
itself. The rise of the gig economy 
over the last ten years has led the 
Economist magazine to imagine a 
future in which you won’t have a 
job, you will just have skills and sell 
yourself, and by being so flexible 
you’ll be able to live a life of luxury. 

But the reality of what the gig 
economy actually means hit home 
years ago. It’s obvious that these 
apps are being used to drive down 
working conditions and pay. And 
resistance to that exploitation has 
been a feature of workers’ struggle 
across the world.

Under socialism, however, the 
technological discoveries, which 
have led to the use of smartphones 
and the ride-sharing apps and al-
gorithms which match a person to 
a job, would have massive poten-
tial. You can imagine a system in 
which those of us who like to go 
cycling, for example, could do that 
but at the same time help those 
who can’t get out of the house to 
obtain food. 

In reality, many of the applica-
tions of this technology aren’t actu-
ally profitable at the current time. 

They exist on the basis of massive 
investment from hedge funds, par-
ticularly in Silicon Valley, on the 
expectation of future profits. And 
they are being used to try to atom-
ise workers and break the power of 
the organised working class. 

It is also interesting that some 
of the main investors in the tech-
nology for self-driving cars have 
been Uber, Amazon and Google. 
Self-driving cars used in a social-
ist planned economy would be a 
marvellous way of reducing the 
amount of cars and pollution with-
in our cities as part of an expanded 
public transport system. You could 
have a fleet of ‘cars’ which carry six 
or seven people and then automat-
ically work out where the car needs 
to drive to efficiently deliver peo-
ple to where they need to go. 

Jobs like bus and taxi drivers 
would no longer be necessary, but 
with a socialist planned economy 
their skills could be redeployed, 
rather than being thrown onto 
the scrapheap as happens under 
capitalism.

Another issue is that many of 
the self-driving car companies are 
putting money into creating very 
detailed maps of the roads across 
the world. But there are multiple 
companies doing this, and it’s cre-
ating vast amounts of data, which 
then needs to be stored on servers 
which use massive amounts of en-
ergy. And all of these companies, 
because of competition under 
capitalism, are keeping their work 
under lock and key. 

Whichever one works best will 
be kept. But the others will proba-
bly just be thrown in the bin, along 
with all the data collected because, 
with an absence of co-operation, 
each system is incompatible with 
each other. This massive amount 
of wastage is inherent within the 
capitalist system.  

‘Internet of things’
One of the trends at the moment 
which really sums up the nature 
of technology under capitalism 
is that of a computer connected 
to the internet being placed on 
as many devices as possible - the 
so-called ‘internet of things’. One 
example is fridges connected to 
the internet, making it possible for 
companies to collect and sell data 
on how much is being consumed, 
how often you shop, what you’re 
buying, and so on.

Companies use this to advertise 
and sell more goods. But it’s not 
creating new productive wealth. 
It’s just allowing companies to sell 
their goods better and get one over 
on their competitors. But under a 
socialist system, that kind of data 
would be invaluable for drawing 
up a democratic plan of produc-
tion nationally and internationally. 

Technology is also changing the 
workplace. Artificial intelligence 

and machine learning are being 
used even more, and the pan-
demic has sped this up. Jobs in 
sectors like law, journalism, archi-
tecture, aspects of medicine, and 
so on, are being replaced by algo-
rithms. A deskilling of these previ-
ously relatively well-paid jobs has 
pushed law clerks, local journalists 
and others towards the working 
class and its methods of struggle, 
through unions and strike action.

This is particularily true in fields 
like journalism. Recently, the 
Guardian even published an essay 
which it claims was written by an 
algorithm. But what they actually 
did was tell the machine to write 
six essays and then picked the best 
paragraphs from each one to make 
a coherent argument. So, despite 
claims that artificial intelligence 
has developed so far that you no 
longer need human input, that’s 
not the case. 

Often the things that get adver-
tised on Facebook, like spam and 
clickbait articles, are written by 
a computer. You can tell because 
they’re so repetitive and aren’t 
adding anything of note, regurgi-
tating other articles or press re-
leases. So computers can do those 
tasks, which are relatively simple. 
But it’s impossible to produce cre-
ative ones in this way.

Manufacturing
Automation in manufacturing and 
in some service sectors  threatens 
to throw many workers onto the 
scrapheap. There are already some 
factories in which goods go in one 
end and finished items come out 
the other using only automation. 
But these are extremely limited, 
and mainly run in-between work-
ers’ shifts. And even then, you 
still need workers to maintain the 
machines and the infrastructure 
network necessary to run those 
factories - the internet, the power 
lines and that sort of thing. 

Automation in that way hasn’t 
abolished the need for workers 
who are connected to the produc-
tive forces, and has placed in the 
hands of relatively few workers the 
production of masses of goods. 

But there’s also the fact that 
capitalism is a blind system. The 
companies don’t set out and say, ‘I 
want to create the most automated 
factory that I can’. They just want 
to make the most profit possible. 
And if this means paying workers 
the minimum wage or less, then 
this is what they will do. For exam-
ple, workers are paid pitiful wages 
to wash cars, when automated car 
washes have existed for decades. 

So while there is one trend 
within capitalism towards automa-
tion, capitalism cannot take any 
trend to its full conclusion. But 
under a socialist system, in which 
we can plan and make full use of 
those technologies to automate 

everything possible, it would be 
possible to free ourselves up from 
drudgery.

Even under capitalism there is 
potential to use new technology 
for our benefit. Smartphones are 
used by companies to divide and 
try to atomise the working class. 
But in the massive factories in the 
neo-colonial world which produce 
these, they are helping to draw to-
gether and create potentially pow-
erful working classes. 

There are some on the ‘left’, like 
Paul Mason and Aaron Bastani, 
who look at these advances in 
technology in isolation. They don’t 
look at how they relate to the rest 
of the world, and particularly how 
they relate to the class struggle. 

No ruling class has ever left the 
stage of history without a fight, and 
there’s no way that the capitalist 
class would create the technolo-
gies, and utilise them to the full 
and create socialism by accident or 
through the backdoor! 

Socialism
The technology and the produc-
tive capacity is there for socialism 
already, but the levers of politi-
cal and economic power lie in the 
wrong hands. There are many ways 
in which the technology we have 
now could save us work and free 
our lives from drudgery. We could 
run society based on what is good 
for the majority of people, as op-
posed to what makes a profit for a 
few of those at the top.

The key question for us is - how 
do we get to that society? And that 
is a question of the working class 
taking control of the factories, the 
wealth and knowledge which is 
locked up in the vaults of various 
companies, and using it to demo-
cratically run society in the inter-
ests of the majority. 

That won’t happen without get-
ting organised now, and it won’t 
happen without a programme to 
appeal to the mass of workers so 
that we can fight to end capitalism, 
and build socialism in Britain and 
across the world.
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Protests in solidarity 
with Indian farmers
For a united struggle 
against the Modi regime
●Cardiff
Around 300 people from the city’s In-
dian Sikh community turned out in 
Cardiff Bay on Saturday 12 Decem-
ber to protest in solidarity with farm-
ers in Punjab, India, taking action 
against the brutal right-wing regime. 

Modi, the Indian prime minister, 
is pushing the Farmers’ Act through 
parliament in an extremely undemo-
cratic manner. These new laws will 
remove the minimum price that 
small farmers must currently be paid 
for their produce. 

One speaker at the rally pointed 
out that this is akin to the UK gov-
ernment abolishing the minimum 
wage. It will drive farmers and their 
families into grinding poverty. Big 
agribusiness, in cahoots with the 

government, will be aiming to drive 
out the independent farmers, and 
monopolise control of the land to in-
crease their profit margins. Farmers 
protesting for their livelihoods have 
faced brutal repression at the hands 
of the state. 

Last month, India saw a general 
strike involving at least 250 million 
people, against austerity and priva-
tisation carried out by the Modi gov-
ernment. Modi, a deeply sectarian 
Hindu nationalist, aims to sow divi-
sions between India’s various ethnic 
and religious groups, to prevent unit-
ed struggle against his brutal capital-
ist policies.

Socialist Party members supported 
the protest, and our leaflets, with a 
statement from New Socialist Alter-
native, our sister party in India, were 
very well received. Socialist Party 

member Mariam Kamish spoke at 
the rally representing Caerphilly 
Trades Council, and received the 
loudest cheers of the day when she 
raised the need for cross-communi-
ty, cross-ethnic struggles of the work-
ing class and poor to defeat the rule 
of Modi and the super-rich oligarchs.

Many of those attending the pro-
test, and especially the young or-
ganisers, were extremely open to 
the ideas of socialism, and keen to 
discuss socialist solutions to the 
huge poverty and inequality in India. 
Several copies of the Socialist were 
sold, and we agreed to discuss future 
solidarity actions that we can take to 
support the struggles of Indian farm-
ers and workers. (See more, visit so-
cialistworld.net)
Joe Fathallah
Cardiff Socialist Party

●Birmingham
Birmingham Socialist party extended 
solidarity on behalf of New Socialist 
Alternative, our sister party in In-
dia, to a protest in support of Indian 
farmers on 12 December. 

The Kisaan Rally was in response 
to the new laws passed in the Indian 
parliament in June which will signifi-
cantly affect the farmers. The new law 
creates imbalance in the food market 
by removing subsides and price con-
trols, without which prices can rap-
idly fluctuate depending on what the 
corporations decide.

This leaves the farmers without a 
safety net and basic rate of pay for 
their products. The new laws are anti-
worker, pushed forward by the con-
servative Modi government. 

The farmers have been protesting 
for a while with initial protest carried 
out in India. They have now spread 
internationally and taken place in the 
USA, Canada, Australia and the UK. 

The protest had an amazing atmos-
phere. Many of the Gurdwaras (Sikh 
temples) across Birmingham came 
together and organised the protest. 
The streets surrounding the Indian 
Consulate in the Jewellery Quarter 
were full of protesters and cars. 

We gave out leaflets to protesters 
and we were given food and drinks 
in return. The socialist material and 
our program were well received. 
We also had good dialogue with 
people about pushing the struggle 
further and extending the protests 
internationally.
Abdul 
Birmingham Socialist Party

School boy assaulted 
by police in Tottenham - 
end racist policing
Helen Pattinson
London Socialist Party

People woke up to a horrific video 
on Friday 11 December. It was of a 
16 year old black boy in his school 
uniform, being assaulted by a police 
officer in Tottenham, north London. 
A protest was quickly called and grew 
to around 80 people.

The incident took place outside 
Park View school as students were 
gathering to pick up their exam 
certificates. 

The demo marched to Tottenham 
police station, which has been the 

focus point of anti-racist protests 
over decades. There have been a 
number of racist deaths of black men 
and women in custody. Protesters 
asked why local Labour MP David 
Lammy was not attending.

The Socialist Party supported the 
protest with posters against rac-
ist policing. Our material called for 
democratic working-class control of 
policing, so that trade unions, young 
people and working-class communi-
ties have the ability to challenge rac-
ist policing, including the ability to 
appoint and dismiss chief constables 
and senior officers. 

Protest against immigration 
enforcement centre in Newham
Rob Quirk
East London Socialist Party

The Tory government is trying to build 
an ‘immigration enforcement centre’ 
in Docklands, east London. A demo 
on the evening of Friday 4 December 
protested against Home Office plans 
to construct the centre in Newham. 

The Tory Windrush scandal recent-
ly hit workers from the Caribbean 
who had lived and worked in Britain 
since the 50s and 60s. Many had their 
citizenship revoked, were denied 
services such as NHS treatment, and 
faced deportation - to countries they 
had, in some cases, not seen since 
they were a child.

Last year, the Home Office sub-
mitted plans to Newham’s Labour 
council to relocate an immigration 
reporting centre from Becket House 
in central London to Warehouse K at 
the Royal Victoria Docks. However, 
the government did not mention the 
plan to construct 35 holding cells for 
migrants. 

This was no mistake from the 
Home Office. To relocate just minutes 
from London City Airport, increases 
the likelihood of Warehouse K being 
used for deportation. This could po-
tentially create hostilities in a work-
ing-class multicultural borough like 

Newham. The Tories try to whip up 
division to distract from their attacks 
on all working-class people. We need 
to fight for jobs, homes and services 
for all.

The council rightly rejected the ap-
plication - and this must continue. 
The demonstration outside Ware-
house K was attended by around 40 
people, including the Socialist Party.

Despite the message being clear 
that Warehouse K should not be 
used as an enforcement centre, the 
only speaker to criticise Labour was 
Steve Hedley from the RMT (trans-
port workers) union. He rightly said 
Labour has not done enough to fight 
racism and attacks on workers, in-
cluding allowing the recent ‘Spycops’ 
bill to pass (See ‘Spycops inquiry fi-
nally opens’ at socialistparty.org.uk). 

Newham Labour council is cur-
rently trying to force 300 more work-
ing-class students, mostly Asian, 
into the already overcrowded ‘Little 
Ilford’ school. Unfortunately, the ap-
proach of ‘Stand Up to Racism’, which 
called the protest, is not to criticise 
the Labour politicians responsible 
for these attacks.

The campaign must seek the con-
sultation and support of workers in 
the existing Home Office facility, or-
ganised in the PCS union. 

Book launch: The national question – a Marxist approach
Oisin Duncan
Socialist Party Scotland

90 socialists from Scotland, Wales, 
England and Ireland, and even from 
as far afield as the US, attended an 
online book launch public meeting 
organised by Socialist Party Scotland 
on 10 December.

The new book, ‘Scotland and the 
national question - a Marxist ap-
proach’, is a 150-page contribution to 
a vital debate that is taking place in 
Scotland: how, and using what meth-
ods, can an independent socialist 
Scotland be achieved? 

Philip Stott, national secretary of 
Socialist Party Scotland, pointed out 
that there were two main reasons for 
producing the book now. Firstly, to 
look at how our programme on the 
national question has evolved over 
the decades. Unlike the vast major-
ity of forces on the left in Scotland, 
Militant and Socialist Party Scotland 
can reproduce our material on this 
issue and stand by it. We have al-
ways taken a very sensitive approach 
to the right of the Scottish people to 
self-determination. 

Philip pointed out that another key 
reason for producing the book now 
was the major confrontation that 
is looming between a Tory govern-
ment at Westminster, who will at all 
costs refuse a second independence 
referendum, and the majority of the 
working class in Scotland who now 

support independence. The Scottish 
elections in May 2021 will very likely 
see a pro-independence majority 
government at Holyrood.

Trade unions must take lead
The scene is therefore set for a mas-

sive collision on the issue. Even now, 
79% of 16-24 year-olds support inde-
pendence for Scotland. A key task of 
this book, Philip argued, is to make 
the case for a mass working-class-
led movement for IndyRef2, with the 
trade unions taking a decisive lead.  

The workers’ movement and social-
ists must fight for the leadership of 
the movement for self-determination 
and link this to the struggle for an in-
dependent socialist Scotland. 

Peter Taaffe, political secretary 
of the Socialist Party England and 
Wales, explained that the national 
question is in many cases one of the 
unresolved tasks of capitalism. Even 
at the height of its powers, capital-
ism failed in a number of bourgeois 
national revolutions to complete the 
task of creating settled nation states. 

As a result, in this period of capital-
ist crisis, the national question has 
remerged with a vengeance in many 
countries. It is the task of socialists 
to be powerful advocates for demo-
cratic rights, linked to the struggle for 
socialism and the creation of a volun-
tary socialist federation of states.

Dave Reid from Wales explained 
that the movement for Scottish in-
dependence is having a big effect in 
Wales. Support for independence is 
increasing - as high as 25% in some 
polls this year. 40% of young people 

support independence. Socialist 
Party Wales calls for a parliament 
in Wales with a socialist major-
ity and full economic and tax-raising 
powers. 

The new book on the national 
question can play a key role in arm-
ing workers and young people with 
the programme and methods need-
ed to win the struggle for national 
self-determination and socialism. 

Scotland and the national 
question - a Marxist approach

●● Order your book today from 
Socialist Party Scotland. Go 
to socialistpartyscotland.org.
uk and click the Donate button. 
Cost: £8 including postage( £10 
solidarity price). Email info@
socialistpartyscotland.org.uk with 
your postal address

AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q3-4: OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2020 DEADLINE: 31 DECEMBER 2020
Eastern 4,458 1,200 372%

East Midlands 6,421 1,850 347%
South West 5,712 1,800 317%

Southern & SE 5,693 2,350 242%
London 10,804 4,600 235%

North West 2,387 1,150 208%
West Midlands 5,045 2,600 194%

Northern 1,344 750 179%
Wales 4,100 2,300 178%

Yorkshire 4,110 2,550 161%
Other 2,961 3,850 77%
TOTAL 53,035 25,000 212%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Tremendous fighting fund reflects political confidence

Socialist Party members and sup-
porters have done brilliant work over 
the whole of 2020 in making sure we 
smashed through our fighting fund 
target for the year. In the current 
campaign we have already raised 
more than 200% of the target. This 
has mainly been achieved by the tre-
mendous financial appeal we had at 
Socialism 2020 (See ‘Socialism 2020: 
Growing search for ideas to change 
the world’ at socialistparty.org.uk). 

We appreciate the sacrifice of all 
those members and supporters who 
have contributed as well as the ef-
forts of the Socialist Party branches 
in making sure that this was one of 
the most successful fighting fund ap-
peals we have ever had.

This tremendous appeal reflects 
the political confidence of Socialist 
Party members and supporters in 
our programme and key tasks, partic-
ularly on the issue of working-class 
political representation. This quote 

from Peggy Wang in Cambridgeshire 
who donated £40 to the Socialism ap-
peal reflects this support: “Thank you 
for a wonderful conference. It was so 
informative and inspiring, and I am 
grateful to be part of an organisation 
dedicated to the betterment of work-
ing people. It has given me much 
hope and meaning in my life.”

While the vast majority of the 
pledges have now been redeemed, 
we urge everyone who has made a 
pledge but not yet redeemed it to do 
so by 20 December.

While the Covid restrictions have 
made it more difficult in some ar-
eas to hold regular campaigning 
stalls, we have had some success. 
Last week our members in Coventry 
raised £40.29 campaigning against 
hospital parking charges. Carlisle 
Socialist Party raised £80 and Hack-
ney Socialist Party members raised 
over £40 campaigning in defence of 
the NHS. 

Our members are also looking 
at other ways we can raise fighting 
fund, Nottingham Socialist Party 
raised over £177 at a successful quiz 
night, and members in London, who 
have previously organised clothes 
parties, have instead sold used/old 
clothes online. 

Let’s get 2021 off to the best pos-
sible start by making sure we exceed 
our fighting fund target in the new 
quarter so that we are well placed for 
the mighty class battles to come. 

TUSC relaunch  
in the north west
Roger Bannister
Liverpool Socialist Party

Socialists, community activists and 
trade unionists were all represented 
at an online meeting held on 12 De-
cember to relaunch the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) in 
north west England. The main speak-
er was Chris Williamson, former La-
bour Party MP and now a member 
of the TUSC national steering com-
mittee, whose contribution was well 
received by the audience. 

The meeting had an open dis-
cussion, during which the depth of 
experience of those attending was 
revealed. The discussion included 
a councillor from Copeland in West 
Cumbria who has been thrown out 
of the Labour Party, former Labour 
Party activists from South Cumbria, 

and two members of the Liverpool 47 
councillors, who led the heroic strug-
gle against Thatcher’s Tory govern-
ment in the 1980s. 

It was made clear that Starmer’s 
leadership of the Labour Party, and 
its sharp turn to the right, is alienat-
ing many Labour members who are 
now looking for a proper, socialist 
electoral alternative. After a full dis-
cussion, there was a general accept-
ance that the next step would be for 
local TUSC groups to be set up in the 
new year, to start to plan and organ-
ise for the local elections in May. 

Voting Labour in May would be 
voting for a continuation, rather 
than an end, to austerity. It is cru-
cial that as many workers and young 
people as possible have the oppor-
tunity to vote against cuts in these 
elections. 

Supporting the protests in Birmingham  Birmingham Socialist Party

Socialist party scotland

Socialist party Carlisle

TUSC campaigning in 2015  Merseyside TUSC
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In the fourth article in our series 
marking the 200th anniversary of 
the birth of Friedrich Engels, Ross 
Saunders looks at one of Engels’ best 
known work.

E
ngels was very proud of his 
book ‘Socialism: Utopian and 
Scientific’. He declared that it 
had outsold even the Com-
munist Manifesto when it was 

published in 1880. Despite the dated 
language, it is still one of the greatest 
and clearest explanations of what so-
cialism is and why it is necessary.

Like the Manifesto, it was written 
as part of a living struggle of ideas. 
The book developed out of a battle 
for the soul of the German Social 
Democratic Party (SPD), then a new 
party growing rapidly in the 1870s 
and 1880s.

The SPD was being brutally re-
pressed by the German state, which 
had been forced by severe eco-
nomic depression and a tumultu-
ous mass movement to intervene 
in the economy to a degree. This as 
unprecedented.

Capitalist control
Some made the mistake of thinking 
that capitalism might gradually and 
naturally slide towards socialism 
because of this intervention. Eugen 
Dühring, a prominent academic, 
challenged the revolutionary social-
ist ideas of Marxism that dominated 
the SPD at that time. Dühring sup-
ported intervention in the economy 
from the capitalist state, but argued 
that ultimately the interests of work-
ers and bosses would be aligned.

In ‘Socialism: Utopian and Scien-
tific’, Engels explained, with Marxist 
clarity, that capitalists might tempo-
rarily allow parts of the economy to 
be run by the state. But they would 
fight to the death to ensure that the 
majority of the economy would be 
in private hands, so that they could 
continue to extract profit.

There would be no ‘painless’ slide 
into socialism. Workers would have 
to organise to take power from the 
capitalists.

The Socialist Party is in full agree-
ment with this. We say that the grip 
of big business on our economy must 
be broken by nationalising the big-
gest 125 companies, in this country, 
under the control and management 
of workers. This would create the ba-
sis for a plan of production, drawn up 
democratically by workers here, and 
in international collaboration with 
workers in other countries.

‘Socialism: Utopian and Scien-
tific’ explained that, far from being 
new, the unrealistic, utopian ideas 
of Dühring repeated the mistakes 
of the early pioneers of the socialist 

movement. Before the development 
of the big factories of industrial capi-
talism, they couldn’t understand 
the potential role the working class 
could play in running society and the 
economy.

It was understandable, said En-
gels, for Henri de Saint-Simon, 
writing just after the great French 
revolution of 1789, to believe that the 
most oppressed layers couldn’t run 
society alone. But to repeat this mis-
take, after the explosive development 
of the numbers and breadth of strug-
gles of the working class - especially 
the Paris Commune of 1871 - was 
inexcusable.

Early French socialist Charles 
Fourier brilliantly exposed the hy-
pocrisy of capitalists who fought the 
old ruing class during the French 
revolution for control of society. They 
demanded ‘freedom, solidarity and 
equality’, only to deny all these things 
to the poor masses who had backed 
them, once the feudal aristocrats 
were out of the way.

But the mistake of utopian social-
ists like Fourier was to think that it 
was enough to expose the “irration-
ality” of those running society, in or-
der for them to be replaced. Marxists 
know that no ruling class gives up 
power without a struggle.

Robert Owen
Welsh entrepreneur Robert Owen 
tested utopian ideas to destruction. 
He set up ‘model communities’ 
based around factories in Scotland 
and later in the USA. Workers lived 
in better conditions with early-years 
education, healthcare, shorter work-
ing hours and so on. 

Owen hoped that the example of 
these communities would spread, 
but instead they collapsed, taking 
his fortune with them. Karl Marx 
explained that this was inevitable, 
because employers who drive their 
workers’ conditions down gain a 
short-term advantage over their ri-
vals in the market. ‘Kind’ capital-
ists are weeded out by the essential 
workings of capitalism.

The failure of his experiments led 
Owen in a more radical direction, to-
wards class struggle. He chaired the 
first national trade union meeting in 
Britain in 1834, and experimented 
with communist ideas.

But although Owen himself saw 
the weaknesses of his early ideas, 
that has not stopped mistaken ideas 
being repeated many times over. Of-
ten this is from people who have a 
genuine desire to change society for 
the better, but cannot face up in full 
to the realities of the capitalist system 
they confront.

This is one reason why Engels’ 
book is still worth reading today. We 

‘Socialism - Utopian and 
Scientific’ by Friedrich Engels 
Clear explanation of what socialism is and why it’s necessary

individual owner - a person or corpo-
ration - not the collective property of 
workers. The productive forces have 
outgrown the old outmoded property 
relations which still contain them.

This is not only the source of the 
gross inequality we find in society, 
but it is also the reason why capi-
talism is regularly wracked by de-
structive economic crisis. Workers 
are paid too little to buy back the 
products which their labour has 
produced, and the blind nature of a 
market made up of privately owned 
organisations makes it impossible to 
balance the economy correctly.

The market is unable to find prof-
itable outlets for the huge sums in 
private hands. Therefore, invest-
ments - which could vastly improve 
the standard of living, oversee a rapid 
transition to renewable energy and 
solve the other problems - are not 
made (see ‘Can green technology 
and AI save capitalism?’ on pages 
8-9).

Engels explained the solution “can 
only consist in the practical rec-
ognition of the social nature of the 
modern forces of production, and 
therefore in harmonising the modes 

encounter these old mistakes in new 
forms all the time, especially now 
when socialist consciousness is be-
ginning to develop, but has not yet 
fully matured.

There are many examples. Hope 
that ‘fairtrade’ products could end 
the exploitation of workers was killed 
by the sale of fairtrade label Green & 
Black to multinational corporations.

The idea that green charities could 
end the damage being done to the 
environment by convincing big prof-
it-making corporations of the moral 
arguments of behaving more respon-
sibly: 50 years of experience shows 
the futility of this strategy.

Or the idea that socialism could 
defeat capitalism by setting up more 
and more workers’ cooperatives, 
which gradually take over the econ-
omy, without confronting the capi-
talists’ control of the state. This was 
disproved by the sale of the Co-oper-
ative Bank to predatory hedge funds.

In a new introduction to the book, 
Tony Saunois (secretary of the Com-
mittee for a Workers’ International - 
CWI - the international organisation 
the Socialist Party is part of) analy-
ses the ideas of some modern-day 

utopians, including political com-
mentator Paul Mason who advocates 
“parallel currencies, time banks, co-
operatives and self-managed spaces” 
which, he says “offer an escape route 
- but only if these micro-level pro-
jects are nurtured, promoted and 
protected.” The CWI explains that 
these experiments were given flesh 
by South American regimes like that 
of Hugo Chávez, but failed to funda-
mentally transform the situation.

In contrast to these false hopes, 
Marxists explain that the major prob-
lems which confront society can 
only be solved if the working class 
takes over running society from the 
capitalist class. Workers must be 
prepared to struggle to achieve this 
aim, and build organisations, espe-
cially a revolutionary party, in order 
to succeed.

This idea, Engels explained, isn’t 
one that’s been invented by any in-
dividual. In contrast to the utopian 
schemes of early socialists and their 
modern-day (often unconscious) 
imitators, it is demanded by the real 
material development of society. 
Every struggle of the workers, every 
strike which challenges the authority 

of the bosses to run things, is groping 
in this direction.

Engels explained that before capi-
talism developed widely, in the me-
dieval period, products were the 
private property of the individuals 
who largely made them on their 
own. But as capitalism developed, it 
‘socialised’ production.

Capitalism’s role
Capitalism gathered more and more 
workers together in the same work-
place, divided up the tasks involved 
in production, and finally brought in 
machines - made by yet more work-
ers - to improve the efficiency of 
production. In this time period, capi-
talism was playing a progressive role.

Today, the more complicated 
products we use have been worked 
on by thousands of workers, in sup-
ply chains that cross many borders 
- from the extraction and working up 
of raw materials, to the manufacture 
of components, to the assembly of 
finished articles.

Yet despite the collaborative 
character of our production today, 
the products made by that method 
are still the private property of an 

Get your copy of Socialism: 
Utopian and Scientific by 
Friedrich Engels at 
socialistbooks.co.uk

of production, appropriation, and 
exchange with the socialised charac-
ter of the means of production. And 
this can only come about by society 
openly and directly taking posses-
sion of the productive forces, which 
have outgrown all control except that 
of society as a whole.”

It is as true today as it was in 1880 
that there will be no solution to eco-
nomic crisis, war and environmental 
destruction without transforming so-
ciety along socialist lines. Only then 
can we harness the full productive 
potential of humanity.

●● Our other articles on Engels are 
available at socialistparty.org.uk

●● A revolutionary who played a 
pivotal role in the development of 
socialism

●● Condition of the working class in 
England

●● Engels and the answer to the 
housing question

Many of the utopian socialists were inspired by the French Revolution Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels Manfred Brückels/CC

Dave Semple
PCS national executive committee member 
(personal capacity)

At a scheduled meeting on 10 De-
cember, the national executive 
committee (NEC) of the Public and 
Commercial Services (PCS) union, 
which covers civil servants and those 
on private sector government con-
tracts, decided to remove key powers 
from the union’s Annual Delegate 
Conference for 2021. Strenuous ob-
jections from Socialist Party and 
Broad Left Network (BLN) support-
ers on the NEC were ignored.

Where is member control?
General Secretary Mark Serwotka 
and the ‘Left Unity’ majority on the 
NEC proposed that branches lose 
the ability to decide the subjects and 
running order of the conference. This 
will pass control of the conference to 
the NEC and the National Standing 
Orders Committee (NSOC). Branch-
es will also be restricted in terms of 
the motions they put forward. Each 
branch will be allowed four motions; 
three will have to be on subjects 
predetermined by the NEC and the 
fourth can be on anything - but mak-
ing it on to the agenda will now be 
down to NSOC.

Previously, all decisions by the 
NSOC had to be ratified by confer-
ence itself, and branches had the 
right to dispute with the NSOC. This 
is now gone, opening the door for a 
stage-managed conference led by 
Left Unity majorities on the NEC and 
NSOC.

Key issues face the union,  includ-
ing on the unfolding Tory Brexit 
disaster and the union’s attitude to 

the Labour Party. On both of these 
questions, the NEC flatly broke con-
ference policy, backing a second 
European Union referendum at the 
TUC in 2019, and indiscriminately 
backing Labour MPs at the general 
election in 2019, including those 
leading the charge against policies 
we support. 

The result has been the total wreck-
age of the union’s political strategy. 
In ordinary times, conference might 
very well wish to correct and criticise 
the NEC for disregarding conference 
policy.

Mark Serwotka, who likes to pose 
as a champion of equality, was left 
scrabbling to reassure NEC mem-
bers who asked why equality issues 
weren’t listed as part of the three 
key issues he suggested for the NEC-
determined sessions. Serwotka 
wanted these sessions to be on pay, 
Covid-19, and his strategy for the fu-
ture of the union.

A recent finance paper to the NEC 
has shown that, with a modest in-
crease in the recruitment of mem-
bers - in a civil service that has grown 
by tens of thousands of new jobs, not 
an insurmountable task, if the un-
ion is doing the basics - the future 
of the union would be secured. This 
can only add to the feeling amongst 
reps that, at a time when PCS is try-
ing to build a national campaign on 
pay and to defend members’ health 
and safety at work, Serwotka’s threat 
of voluntary redundancies for PCS 
staff, and huge structural changes for 
the union’s branches and groups, is 
just bizarre.

Significant union resources have 
been dedicated to producing reams 
of documents ‘proving’ the need 

for changes in the union (they do 
no such thing) and addressing con-
sultation meetings across the union 
about the two alternatives Serwotka 
is trying to foist on reps - merger or 
restructuring - at a time when Chan-
cellor Rishi Sunak has announced a 
pay freeze for 2021.

Meanwhile, the union’s national 
pay campaign for the last six months 
has been a petition on Parliament’s 
website, to try and trigger a debate 
in the House of Commons. When 
confronted at the NEC with the re-
ality that a petition on its own was 
going to do absolutely nothing, 
the Left Unity majority responded 
in outraged tones that building 
for the petition would help union 
organising.

Reality
The reality? Of 104,000 signatures at 
the time of writing, the union knows 
that 20% of these were union mem-
bers and has no idea about the other 
80%. This means there’s little usable 
data to tell us where the union’s or-
ganisation is weak, even from such a 
task as getting a petition signed.

Socialist Party members on the 
NEC have from the beginning 
pushed for a robust strategy on pay, 
for a serious response to Covid-19 
that mobilised the weight of those 
members still stuck in offices, and 
have flatly opposed inroads into the 
democracy of the Annual Delegate 
Conference. Inside the PCS, we par-
ticipate in the Broad Left Network 
with activists and reps who seek to 
build a fighting, democratic union, 
and we call on all those with similar 
aims to attend the BLN conference 
on 16 January, on Zoom.

PCS union conference stripped of powers by NEC

ajehals/CC



quiz 2020
What a year! The Covid pandemic, the 
worst recession in living memory, the 
Black Lives Matter movement, the US 
presidential election, the Brexit debacle, 
growing class inequalities…

How can one forget, you might say. 
Well, let’s see how much you remember 
of the ‘year from hell’ in our annual quiz. 

Good luck and stay safe.

1) What did Boris Johnson describe 
as “game changing”?
2) Who reckoned a Scotch egg con-
stituted a substantial meal? 
3) Who retorted that two Scotch eggs 
is a starter?
4) Where did the Scotch egg 
originate?
5) Who said: “It’s statistically impos-
sible that I lost”?
6) Which politician should’ve gone 
to Specsavers?
7) At the start of the year, what turned 
the skies blood red and the beaches 
black?
8) Whose drive to Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport came up short?
9) Who intervened to allow billion-
aire ex-pornographer Richard Des-
mond to avoid paying £45 million in 
taxes to Tower Hamlets council?
10) Name the dark comedy about 
capitalist inequality that won 
best film at the Academy Awards 
(Oscars)?
11) What turned out to be the worst 
for over 300 years?

12) According to the Sunday Times 
Rich List, who is the wealthiest per-
son in Britain?
13) Whose reballot for strike action 
secured a 94.5% yes vote?
14) Name Royal Mail’s CEO who was 
pushed out of office under pressure 
from CWU union members?
15) What 17th Century word became 
familiar during lockdown?
16) Name the disastrous health strat-
egy pursued by the Tory government 
at the start of the pandemic.
17) Who described Covid-19 as “just 
a little flu”?
18) Which revolutionary socialist’s 
birth 150 years ago was celebrated 
this year?
19) Name the revolutionary socialist 
murdered 80 years ago.
20) Name the sports star at the centre 
of a campaign that forced a Tory gov-
ernment U-turn on free school meals 
during holidays.
21) Name the strikers whose picket-
ing was disrupted by police using 
Covid restrictions.
22) Name the act which Trump in-
voked to force thousands of meat 
processing workers back to work.
23) Who gave just four hours’ notice 
in imposing a nationwide pandemic 
lockdown?
24) Apart from Boris Johnson, which 

other serving British prime minister 
was incapacitated by a coronavirus?
25) Who was dubbed the “Death 
Secretary”?
26) Where was a law imposed to out-
law “secession, subversion, foreign 
interference and terrorism”.
27) Name the unarmed black man 
killed in Minneapolis by police?
28) Whose statue ended up in Bristol 
Harbour?
29) What was renationalised by the 
Tories?
30) Whose tweet was used by Keir 
Starmer to sack left MP Rebecca 
Long-Bailey from his shadow cabi-
net, after falsely claiming it was 
antisemitic?
31) How much will the world’s 25 
most profitable S&P listed compa-
nies pay out in shareholder divi-
dends this year - A) $279 billion B) 
$378 billion or C) $425 billion?
32) Who were revealed to have paid 
out £57 billion in shareholder divi-
dends over the last 30 years?
33) Which council sacked 4,000 of its 
workforce and reemployed them on 
inferior contracts?

34) Where did another 4,000 work-
ers go on strike after the employer 
decided to fire and rehire them on 

worse terms?
35) Which council invoked a section 
114 bankruptcy notice?
36) Which group of workers protest-
ed for the first time?
37) Which group of workers are de-
manding a 15% pay rise?
38) Who demanded to pay more 
taxes?
39) Whose internet technology was 
banned by the Tory government?
40) Whose official residence has 
been besieged by chanting protest-
ers virtually every weekend evening 
for more than six months?
41) Whose rigged election win has 
led to mass protests every weekend?
42) Name the notorious cop unit in 
Nigeria whose murderous action 
sparked a mass uprising of predomi-
nately young people?
43) Name the richest monarch in the 
world challenged by huge pro-de-
mocracy protests of young people?
44) Where did students tear down a 
‘lockdown security fence’?
45) Where was Movimiento al Social-
ismo (MAS) swept into office?
46) Name the chair of the Undercover 

Policing - or ‘Spycops’- inquiry
47) Name the governing party in Po-
land that is trying to outlaw abortion 
rights?
48) Roughly, by how many actual 
votes (not electoral college votes) did 
Biden beat Trump in the US presi-
dential election?
49) Name the multimillionaire owner 
of the Arcadia retail empire that col-
lapsed into administration, threaten-
ing 13,000 jobs?
50) Where did 78% of voters agree to 
rewrite the country’s constitution?

1) Any number of Covid-fixing false claims. 
But an ‘accurate antibody test kit’ will do.
2) Cabinet minister, and ex-Ukip parlia-
mentary candidate, George Eustice.
3) Fellow Cabinet buffoon Michael Gove.
4) Contentiously, India. The dish Nargisi 
Kofta (meatball containing an egg) was a 
hit with British soldiers in Empire days.
5) Donald Trump - who else?!
6) Johnson’s ex-chief advisor Dominic 
Cummings, who claimed that he drove 
25 miles to Barnard Castle to test his 
eyesight!
7) Australia’s devastating bushfires, amid 
record high temperatures and prolonged 
drought due to global warming.
8) Iran’s general Qassim Suleimani, after 
US forces vaporised him in a missile at-
tack by order of Donald Trump.
9) Housing minister Richard Jenrick. 
The Tory party subsequently received a 
£12,000 donation from Desmond.
10) Parasite (reviewed in the Socialist), 
directed by South Korea’s Bong Joon Ho. 
The film also scooped three other Oscars.
11) The contraction of the UK economy. 
The comparison made is with the 1709 
‘Great Freeze’ and subsequent flu pan-
demic. And that’s before the Tory Brexit 
calamity. 
12) James Dyson. His personal stash 

increased by £3.6 billion last year to a 
monster £16.2 billion. It sucks.
13) Members of the Communications 
Workers Union, who won major conces-
sions from Royal Mail. The CWU’s original 
ballot, deemed ‘unlawful’, had secured a 
record 97% yes vote.
14) Rico Back. The anti-union boss’s plan 
to suspend the ‘universal service obliga-
tion’ crumpled under the threat of 95,000 
posties walking out on May Day.
15) Furlough. 
16) ‘Herd immunity’. Until the deadly con-
sequences to the elderly and vulnerable 
were spelt out to Johnson. 
17) Brazil’s far-right president, Jair Bolson-
aro. Half a point if you answered Donald 
Trump.
18) Lenin. Born Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov on 
22 April 1870.
19) Leon Trotsky (born Lev Davidovitch 
Bronstein). He died at the hands of Stalin-
ist agent Ramon Mercader on 21 August 
1940.
20) Marcus Rashford of Manchester Unit-
ed and England.
21) Laid-off Debenhams workers in Dub-
lin, and Optare strikers near Leeds. Both 
striking groups returned to unimpeded 
picketing duties.
22) The Korean War-era Defense 

Production Act. Even though many work-
ers had died and thousands had become 
Covid-infected at these food plants.
23) India’s right-wing nationalist prime 
minister Narendra Modi. As a conse-
quence, millions of poor casual labourers 
were left stranded, without resources, far 
from home. 
24) Liberal PM Lloyd George, who suc-
cumbed to ‘Spanish flu’ in 1918. 
25) Hapless health secretary Matt Han-
cock, as England had the highest Covid 
mortality rate among 23 European coun-
tries in the first five months of 2020.
26) Hong Kong. China’s Stalinist regime of 
Xi Jingping moved to crush the pro-democ-
racy protests in the former British colony.
27) George Floyd, who died after cop 
Derek Chauvin knelt on his neck for eight 
minutes. 
28) Slave trader Edward Colston. Scan-
dalously, four anti-racist protesters 
who toppled the offensive statue have 
been charged by the CPS with ‘criminal 
damage’.
29) Probation services that 21 private 
companies failed to properly provide. They 
represented 70% of the service privatised 
by the Tories in 2014. Extra half-point if 
you mentioned the Train Operating Com-
panies which, according to the Office for 

National Statistics, were effectively tem-
porarily renationalised during lockdown.
30) The actor Maxine Peake. 
31) B) $378 billion - equivalent to 124% 
of their profits!
32) The privatised water companies in 
England. They accrued £48 billion in debt 
in the same period, meaning their borrow-
ing went to dividends, not investment.
33) Labour-run Tower Hamlets in east 
London.
34) Unite union members employed by 
Heathrow Airport Limited. The new con-
tracts will cut pay by up to 25%
35) Labour-run Croydon council. It has a 
£67 million hole in its finances following 
speculation into the property market.
36) Around 500 Nissan carworkers in 
Sunderland after the company scrapped 
their final salary pension scheme.
37) NHS workers.
38) Amid much mirth, 100 ‘Millionaires 
for Humanity’. 
39) Huawei. Desperate for a post-Brexit 
US trade deal, Boris Johnson U-turned and 
said the Chinese company cannot supply 
the core parts of the UK’s 5G telecoms 
network.
40) Israel’s right-wing, and reportedly cor-
rupt, prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
41) Belarus’s unreconstructed Stalinist 

dictator Alexander Lukashenko.
42) SARS - not a coronavirus, but the mis-
named Special Anti-Robbery Squad.
43) Thailand’s King Vajiralongkorn. His 
wealth is estimated at $45 billion.
44) Fallowfield campus, Manchester Uni-
versity. The university authorities installed 
fences around students’ halls of residenc-
es without warning. 
45) Bolivia, with 54.4% of the vote. MAS’s 
previous president Evo Morales had been 
ousted in a right-wing coup d’etat.
46) Retired High Court judge Sir John 
Mitting - no bias then! Among the many 
1,000 left organisations spied on by the 
state was Militant, the forerunner of the 
Socialist Party. 
47) The far-right Law and Justice Party 
(PiS). 
48) 7 million. Biden got 81,282,903 
(51.4%) to Trump’s 74,223,030 (46.9%)
49) Officially, it’s owned by Sir Phillip 
Green’s non-dom wife Tina, who resides 
in Monaco.
50) Chile - a landslide vote to scrap the 
constitutional remnants of the Pinochet 
dictatorship.

Answers

Photo  Estonian presidency/cc

Photo gage skidmore/cc

Photo kolforn/cc

Photo Hugo pierre
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compiled by Dave Gorton.
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prize draw. The winner of each of the first drawn correct crosswords will 
receive a £30 Left Books/Socialist Books token. And two runners-up of 
each correctly completed crossword will receive a £10 book token.

Send your completed crossword grids to the editors by Friday 7 January 
2021 along with name and contact details. Send a pdf or jpg image of 
the grids to editors@socialistparty.org.uk or post the crossword(s) to The 
Socialist (crossword), PO Box 1398, Enfield, EN1 9GT. 
Winners and runners-up will be notified by 14 January 2021. 

No correspondence will be entered into. Members of the editorial staff 
cannot enter the prize competition. Six prizes of book tokens to be won

Across
1,11. From the beginning Stalin ruins a spin cycle, the subject of Trotsky’s 24 (7,10) 
5. Income Support amounts to revenge (7)
9. Leading Red in liberal foreign brother (5)
10. This isn’t The Socialist online but the contributors may use it! (9)
11. See 1
12. See 20
14. Manipulate the German bloke before Adams starts (11)
18. Forerunner of voting system so decrees corruption (11)
21. Flower stands (4) 
22. No-one returns to where sisters live as a rule (10)
25. Skirt around America and the Spanish-backed dictator (9)
26. Heat the room (5) 
28,27. Huge movements to regain kestrels in disarray (7,7)

Down
1. With 11, was a 24 about class (6)
2. Part of a bushel vegetarians abandon (6)
3. The Goodies lie about political theories (10)
4. Impressionist painter swapped Malta for Norway to launch a group (5)
5. Davidovich and Ilyich were two other names first you might say (9) 
6. Returns to sterilise an animal that barks? (4) 
7. A very quiet city initially under Detective Sergeant brings the house down (8) 
8. Sounds like the vehicle left scars on capital scribe (4,4)
13. Where there was a Messenger dispute - when Frank returned a shortened ringtone (10)
15. The arts of persuasion found in chorister’s letters (9)
16. A record is around 24 models (8)
17. Backer online (Republican) (8)
19. Direct ship has a stowaway (6)
20,12. RAF airman crashes after changing hands on M24 (6,4) 
23. Competing against the unknown (in German) (5)
24. Could be a biography of smell! Right? (4) 

Across
9. Rallying cry against fascism in the Spanish Civil War (2,7)
10. Irish lake (5)
11. Whose playtime on the radio? (7)
12. Dignify (7)
13. Played (5)
14. Circling (9)
16. Drugs, or the firms that make them (and which should be nationalised!) (15)
19. Files on your computer? (9)
21. Apple drink (5)
22. Italian car manufacturer (7)
23. Visible rock formation (7)
24. Synthetic plastic material (5)
25. Unconventional, experimental, radical (9)

Down
1. Mountains or hilltops may be (10)
2. Form of theatre popularised by Strauss and Gilbert & Sullivan amongst others (8)
3. Belgian port (6)
4. Parts of the body (that Hemingway said goodbye to?) (4)
5. Tries (10)
6. Historically a major tin-producing town in Carmarthenshire (8)
7. The capital city of Maharashtra (6)
8. Clarified butter (4)
14. A mix of rhythm and blues and country music (10)
15. Snails and slugs (10)
17. 25 years ago, this crossword may have appeared in this newspaper! (8)
18. Island or (extinct) cattle (8)
20. Scarf tie (for boys?) (6)
21. A channel formed when a stream cuts through the neck of an oxbow … or a deadline (6)
22. Jewish socialist federation historically (4)
23. A king of Mercia famous for a great earthen barrier erected along the border between England 
and Wales (4) 

2020 Xmas Quick Crossword

2020 Xmas Cryptic Crossword

Photo  judy beishon
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A SOCIALIST RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC CRISIS 
▶▶▶ socialistparty.org.uk/coronavirus

WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS 
▶▶▶ see column on p3

O
n 2 March 2020, as corona-
virus cases rose to four in 
a day, Boris Johnson told 
us that Britain was “well-
prepared with a fantastic 

NHS”. Nine months later, no one 
doubts that Johnson has lied from 
the start. Not only was the NHS 
criminally unprepared by the dec-
ades of funding cuts and privatisa-
tion, Johnson himself was part of 
the Tory austerity governments re-
sponsible for that.

A new report highlights how aus-
terity - a wealth transfusion from 
the working class to the bosses via 
cuts, privatisation and low pay - is a 
major factor in Britain’s Covid per-
formance being one of the worst in 
the world. 

The report correctly points out 
some of the austerity by which our 
NHS was so badly undermined: 
“The budget for Public Health Eng-
land was cut after its foundation in 
2012 by 40%... Spending on public 
health in local government was cut 
by about £800 million.”

Years of cuts
Tory and Blairite cuts and privatisa-
tion laid the basis for today’s ambu-
lance queues outside hospitals, staff 
shortages, and funding shortfalls 
that now mean millions are denied 
the health and care service they 
need. It is the defenders of capital-
ism who caused this crisis.

These factors alone are enough for 
a volcano of anger. But there is more 
- the cronyism, of mates of ministers 
getting fat contracts in the health 
service, confirm the impression that 
ours is increasingly a health service 
run for profit. 

A fightback is necessary to turn 
our anger into effective change.

The health and care workers fight-
ing for a 15% pay rise show the way. 
Collective workplace and trade un-
ion action has the potential to win. 
As long as the decisions of the Tories 
and the fat cats they represent go 
unchallenged, our NHS will contin-
ue to unwind. 

It was the intervention by work-
ing-class people, through mass 
struggle and building their own po-
litical voice, that delivered the NHS 
in the first place. Today, the lessons 
of that period have never been more 
needed.

●● For a fully funded nationalised 
NHS and social care sector

●● Scrap all private contracts. End 
private profiteering in the NHS

●● An immediate 15% pay rise for 
all health and care staff, including 
those in privatised sectors

●● A minimum wage of £12 an 
hour - £15 in London

●● A socialist NHS – 
democratically run by elected 
and accountable committees, 
including service workers and 
users

Fight 
for NHS 
pay and 
funding
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