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but workers’ action 
can win on health, 

safety, jobs and pay !

3 lockdowns...   20+ U-turns...
We can’t trust 

the Tories

W
e can’t believe a word 
this Tory government 
says. We can’t trust 

a thing it does. Going into 
lockdown 3, working-
class people can only rely 
on our own strength and 
organisation. This is the 
lesson we can draw from the 
education workers’ fight for 
school safety (see pages 2-3).

One day Johnson says that schools are com-
pletely safe, the next he says they must close! 
Education workers had been saying for weeks 
that schools were Covid superspreaders. But 
he ignored them and the scientific evidence 
backing them up. 

With millions going to work as normal, of-
ten on overcrowded public transport, it was 

obvious that any coronavirus strain, let alone 
a 70% more virulent variant, would spread like 
wildfire. But he did nothing.

Why? Because having workers in the work-
places to make profits for the Tories’ big-
business friends comes before the lives and 
livelihoods of working-class people. 

We couldn’t trust the Tories to test-and-
trace, handing contracts to their cronies in 
the private sector so they could make a quick 
buck. And we can’t leave the vaccination pro-
gramme in their hands either. 

Health service workers themselves should 
be involved in deciding how and where the 
vaccines are administered. The production 
and supply should be taken out of private 
hands and democratically planned to ensure 
that everyone who needs a vaccination gets 
one, as speedily and safely as possible.

In the first Covid wave, hundreds of health 
workers, bus drivers and others died uneces-
sarily because of inadequate PPE and safety 
measures. On the buses in London, in Royal 
Mail, and other workplaces, workers organ-
ised and took action themselves to ensure that 

health and safety measures were introduced. 
Before the latest mega U-turn, education 
workers were taking direct action to ensure 
that nobody was at risk from unsafe schools.

Following their lead, workers elsewhere 
need to get organised, fight for workplace 
safety, jobs and conditions, and put pressure 
on their trade union leaders to act: not put 
their members’ interests on hold as they did 
in the first lockdown in the name of a fictional 
‘national unity’ with the bosses. 

Ten months of Covid crisis and it’s pretty 
clear that we’re not all in this together. The 
foodbank queues are getting longer, working-
class people are struggling to pay their bills 
and face losing their jobs and homes while the 
super-rich get richer (see pages 6-7). This new 
lockdown could push millions over the edge.  

But a coordinated campaign by the trade 
unions nationally could force this govern-
ment - 20 U-turns and counting - to cough up 
the money needed to make sure that workers 
are guaranteed full pay and decent benefits, 
and don’t suffer economically during this 
lockdown.

But it’s not just the Tories that we can’t trust 
to defend our interests. Labour leader Keir 
Starmer was also calling for schools to stay 
open when it was obvious that for safety rea-
sons they needed to close. We need to fight 
for a political voice for workers - a new mass 
party that puts our interests first not those of 
big business and the rich.

We say:
●● 100% pay for all workers furloughed, 

isolating, working from home or having 
to stay at home because of workplace or 
school closures

●● Trade union and workers’ control of 
workplace safety and what constitutes 
essential working

●● Step up the vaccine programme under 
the democratic control of health service 
workers and professionals

●● No trust in capitalist politicians. Join the 
fight to build a new mass party of workers 
and young people.

●● Socialist planning not capitalist chaos

protect the nhs - funding, pay, ppe , 
public ownership ▶▶▶  p12

workers’ action wins tory u-turn 
on school safety ▶▶▶  p2-3

2020 - a year of capitalist failure 
- FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM ▶▶▶  p6-8



DO YOU HAVE NEWS FOR US?
The Socialist is written, read, sold and 
bought by ordinary workers, trade 
unionists, young people and Socialist 
Party members. We want you to write 
for the Socialist. 

Send us reports of your workplace 
and community campaigns, short 
letters on working-class issues, or 
ideas for other articles.

CONTACT US
editors@socialistparty.org.uk
020 8988 8777 - ask for the editors

DEADLINES
Friday before publication, or Monday 
morning for urgent news, unless 
otherwise agreed with the editors.

The Socialist goes to press on a 
Tuesday night. We publish online on 
Wednesday and in print on Thursday.

ISSN 1366-9621
Published by Socialist Publications,

 PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT
Registered as a newspaper  

at the Post Office
Printed by trade union labour  

at Reach Printing Services 

Militant issue 1: October 1964
The Socialist issue 1: 7 February 1997

“The philosophers have only 
interpreted the world, in various ways; 

the point is to change it.”
Karl Marx

formerly

SOCIALIST PARTY
The Socialist is the weekly newspaper 
of the Socialist Party, the England and 

Wales section of the Committee  
for a Workers’ International

socialistparty.org.uk
socialistworld.net

Editor of the Socialist
Sarah Sachs-Eldridge
socialistparty.org.uk
Judy Beishon
Circulation manager
Chris Newby

Editorial 
staff

Dave Carr
Scott Jones
Ian Pattison

Josh Asker

OUR NEWSPAPER TEAM

SUBSCRIBE
to the Socialist for weekly working-class 
news, analysis and fighting strategy  
socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe

●● Paper subscription £4.50 a month, 
or £6.50 including Socialism Today

●● E-subscription £2.50 a month,  
or £4 including Socialism Today

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS
Socialist Books: our publishing house

socialistbooks.co.uk
Left Books: Marxist classics bookshop

leftbooks.co.uk

SOCIALISM TODAY
our monthly Marxist magazine 
socialismtoday.org

●● Paper sub £3 a month, e-sub £2.50

Socialistthe

SOCIALISM: THE PODCAST
weekly on all podcast platforms

FOLLOW US
facebook.com/CWISocialistParty
Instagram @SocialistPartyCWI
YouTube - Socialist Party
Twitter @Socialist_Party

2 3socialistparty.org.uk socialistparty.org.ukSocialistthe Socialistthe

The Socialist Party fights for 
socialism - a democratic society 
run for the needs of all and not 

the profits of a few. We also oppose 
every cut, fighting in our day-to-day 
campaigning for every possible 
improvement for working-class people. 
The organised working class has the 
potential power to stop the cuts and 
transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, 
the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for 
a Workers’ International 
(CWI) which organises 
across the world.

Our demands include...

PUBLIC SERVICES 
●● No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

●● No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

●● Fully fund all services and 
run them under accountable, 
democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and 
users.

●● Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

●● A socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs - free at the 
point of use and under democratic 
control. Kick out private contractors!

●● Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building 
programme of publicly owned housing, 
on an environmentally sustainable 
basis, to provide good quality homes 
with low rents. 

WORK AND INCOME
●● Trade union struggle for an 

immediate increase in the minimum 
wage to £12 an hour without 
exemptions as a step towards a real 
living wage of at least £15. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings. Scrap zero-
hour contracts.

●● All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

●● An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

●● Scrap Universal Credit. For the right 
to decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

●● Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

●● A 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 

ENVIRONMENT
●● Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

●● Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

●● A democratically planned, low-
fare, publicly owned transport system, 
as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS
●● Oppose discrimination on the grounds 

of race, gender, disability, sexuality, age, 
and all other forms of prejudice.

●● Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

●● Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

●● For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

●● For the right to vote at 16.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY 
●● For a mass workers’ party drawing 

together workers, young people and 
activists from workplace, community, 
environmental, anti-racist and anti-
cuts campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
●● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
●● Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate the 
British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and 
management. Compensation to be paid 
only on the basis of proven need.

●● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

●● No to the bosses’ neoliberal 
European Union and single market. For 
a socialist Europe and a socialist world!

WHAT WE STAND FOR
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Jane Nellist
Coventry NEU member

T
he last few days have seen a 
monumental battle between 
hundreds of thousands of 
teachers and support staff - 
members of the biggest edu-

cation union, the National Education 
Union (NEU) - and the Tory govern-
ment. Boris Johnson has yet again 
been forced into a massive U-turn, 
announcing on Monday 4 January at 
8pm that a new lockdown would be 
put in place with school closures in 
England. 

Only 24 hours earlier, he was 
claiming schools were safe. Now he 
is forced to admit that schools were 
“vectors of transmission” of the virus 
- something that we all knew months 
ago.

There was a palpable explosion of 
relief and celebration from educa-
tion staff that this decision was made. 
WhatsApp groups of education work-
ers shared the growing expectations 
of the announcement.  

But there was also great anger and 
sadness. There are growing reports of 
more deaths of teachers and support 
staff as well as staff that have been 
left seriously ill and unable to work 
because of Covid.

The true scale of this is unknown 
because the government has refused 
to make public the actual statistics, 
even if it has them! The loss of family 
members is also more widely shared 
on social media groups.

Strike ballot
For months, Socialist Party mem-
bers in the NEU were campaigning 
to prepare the membership for a na-
tional strike ballot to force increased 
safety in schools in order to protect 
communities.

Keeping schools fully open has 
nothing to do with keeping children 
safe. Instead, it has put more lives in 
danger, more pressure on an over-
whelmed NHS, more chaotic disrup-
tion in schools.

With Covid cases rising rapidly 
during the autumn term in the north 
of England and the Midlands, the 
national union leadership prevari-
cated at every turn. Despite growing 
evidence that school-aged children 
have high levels of infection, and 
that poorly ventilated, closely packed 
schools have been an important fac-
tor in the spread of Covid-19. 

The more recent rapid rise in out-
breaks in London and the south east, 
spreading quickly to other areas, 
and the identification of a new more 
transmissible variant of the virus, has 
scared education staff.  

Even the government’s own sci-
entific advisers warned ministers 
that “accumulating evidence is con-
sistent with increased transmission 
occurring amongst school children 
when schools are open”. Yet the De-
partment for Education still insisted 
on bullying councils like Greenwich 
into keeping their schools open. 

As the rapid retreat over the exams fi-
asco in the summer showed, this has 
long been a government that could 
be forced to U-turn once pressure 
was applied. It just goes to show what 
can be achieved when trade unions 
give a lead.

Confusion still reigns on the de-
tails, why early years settings have 
been told they should remain fully 
open and why Btec vocational exams 
are still going ahead in the coming 
week.

As things stand, not just me but, 
more importantly, my learners have 
been left without any clarity. This 
lot can’t even handle their U-turns 
competently! 

The battle in schools is still far 
from over. We have to make sure that 
schools operate safely for the priority 
learners they will be teaching face-
to-face; that staff are able to resist 
unacceptable workload demands 
around online learning; that learn-
ers at home get the laptops and other 
help they need; and that parents and 
carers are paid when they need to be 
at home for childcare reasons.

But, overall, we can be proud that 
we have helped to push the govern-
ment back and made sure our com-
munities are a little safer at least.
Martin Powell-Davies
Lancashire NEU member

This is just the beginning of the 
next stage of the mess in educa-
tion caused by the Tories. Many 
headteachers have not caught on or 
deliberately ignore the changed cir-
cumstances of the new variant and 
crisis in transmission; calling mem-
bers into schools for inset or to work 
online from school, even though it 
is not necessary; and not updating 

risk assessments before setting up 
rotas for vulnerable and keyworker 
children!

Section 44 has to be stuck to in 
the face of unreasonable requests by 
headteachers. We need the threat of 
action to sustain it and win new risk 
assessments, training and agree-
ments on safe and reasonable online 
learning, including laptops and wifi 
for all pupils.

But, most importantly, the union 
guidance and government diktat is 
leaving nurseries and special schools 
believing they have to be fully open, 
despite the particular vulnerability of 
nursery and special needs staff, with 
pupils who need intimate care and 
cannot socially distance.

Education workers are not even 
on the list for urgent vaccination. 
The union leadership finally raised 
its little finger and the members re-
sponded and massively increased in 
numbers.

But the job of the union is only just 
beginning. It has to ballot to give the 
message we are not cannon fodder, 
and pupils need a socialist education 
system now.
Louise Cuffaro
Newham NEU branch secretary (personal 
capacity)

I’m a secondary school rep and had 
a lot of staff ready and willing to send 
in Section 44 letters. The past week 
has transformed union conscious-
ness - we must build on that and 
keep this momentum.

The rapid switch to online learning 
will be a huge challenge for teach-
ers and school leaders. We need to 
balance providing the best educa-
tion possible to the students with 
ensuring that teachers’ workload is 

manageable, and safeguarding is 
protected.

Schools have been given little to 
no support or resources from the 
government to help them make this 
switch. Even worse is the outra-
geously short notice this government 
gives for these decisions. It shows the 
Tories have no respect for the teach-
ing profession and clearly do not care 
about students getting a good quality 
education.
Bradford secondary NEU rep

I have very much mixed feelings. 
There is an inescapable sense of tri-
umph in seeing the government do-
ing such a U-turn.

They so categorically contradicted 
the very things they had said only 24 
hours previously, that I can’t help but 
think of Stalinist Russia. And make 
no mistake they weren’t led by the 
science, they were pushed by the col-
lective pressure of thousands of trade 
union members. 

Without teachers’ and support 
staffs’ refusal to go into unsafe 
schools I do not think we would have 
a national lockdown. Never forget 
that in the last week before Christ-
mas this inept and uncaring govern-
ment was actually threatening legal 
action against local authorities and 
headteachers who felt their schools 
were unsafe and should be shut.

But on the other hand, as a teacher, 
I was feeling overwhelmed by trying 
to deliver a day of online lessons, 
and even more so by messages from 
young people, whose fragile mental 
health has already taken such a bat-
tering, and who are now full of fears 
and anxieties for the future.
Chris Holmes
North London teacher

Workers’ action wins Tory 
U-turn on school safety

Now these bullies are being held to 
account.

Insisting workers enter an un-
safe workplace, and without risk 
assessments in place that address 
the new dangers from the new vari-
ant, is a breach of health and safety. 
That’s why the NEU executive met 
in emergency session on Saturday 2 
January.

The NEU agreed to call on all mem-
bers in primary, nursery and special 
schools to exercise their rights un-
der Section 44 of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996 to refuse to work in 
unsafe workplaces. The union would 
support them in doing so, including 
through balloting for industrial ac-
tion if necessary. The full opening of 
secondary schools had already been 
delayed by a week.

This action was unprecedented. 
Staff were relieved that at last they 
were starting to fight back against a 
government that refused to acknowl-
edge the seriousness of the situation.

400,000 joined the online mass 
members’ meeting later that day 
- what has to be one of the biggest 
trade union meetings in history.

In Coventry, we had two further 
members’ meetings - over 300 at 
each. This has been replicated across 
the country.

Union membership has increased, 
and more school reps have stepped 
forward to support their members. 
Members are more combative.

This is hugely positive. The union 

must make sure that it harnesses that 
willingness to fight. 

By Sunday 3 January, staff had sent 
in their Section 44 letters to head-
teachers, and many primary schools 
started to report they were closed. 
Some councils expressed support for 
the action against the government 
which, in turn, gave a boost to more 
staff to submit their letters.

It was frantic. WhatsApp groups 
were busy answering questions and 
building confidence for members. 

Throughout Monday 4 January, 
pressure increased on the govern-
ment. Even former Tory health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt called for a 
lockdown including school closures.

Education staff felt the endgame 
was in sight. By 8pm, Boris Johnson 
confirmed the inevitable.

Labour’s dithering
The dithering of the Labour leader-
ship has seriously damaged their 
credibility in the eyes of education 
staff. Keir Starmer called for a lock-
down, but to keep schools open.

While the use of Section 44 was, 
and is, a vital step, we must step up 
the fight for more secure protection 
for education staff via an industrial 
action ballot. The quicker this can 
be started, the quicker it can be in 
place.

There are still huge issues that 
must be won, especially on workload 
and pay. Now the hard work starts 
on ensuring that we set the terms for 

this lockdown with secure Covid-free 
workplaces for staff and pupils.  

At the time of writing, the gov-
ernment guidance is far from clear. 
There are reports of headteachers 
demanding all staff attend school to 
deliver remote learning, and high 
numbers of pupils in school, as well 
as issues regarding special schools 
and early years.

Members will be advised to in-
sist on a new risk assessment and to 
make clear that, as long as conditions 
are safe, they are available to work in 
school to teach the children of key 
workers and vulnerable children 
only (unless at high risk themselves), 
or otherwise work from home to sup-
port remote learning.

By failing to act earlier in this de-
cisive manner, the NEU has left itself 
with a very short timescale to get its 
message across to its members and 
to give them confidence to act. Nev-
ertheless, it is a stand that had to be 
taken given the serious dangers fac-
ing all of us. 

There is more potential for many 
members to grow in confidence and 
have the determination to win.  

All education unions must join 
together with parent groups and the 
wider trade union movement to en-
sure that our communities our safe, 
and that families have the resources 
to access online learning.

It shows how quickly events can 
change, and the potential power of 
workers when they move into action. 

School workers respond400,000
joined the NEU members’ online 
meeting - what has to be one 
of the biggest trade union 
meetings in history
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Universities: refund the 
rent, cancel the fees, 
for fully funded, publicly 
owned education
Theo Sharieff
Socialist Students National Organiser

T
he government’s announce-
ment of a new national lock-
down in England has left a 
huge question mark over 
what university students can 

expect for the rest of the academic 
year. At the time of writing, it is totally 
unclear to millions of students, many 
of whom have already paid their rent 
for the term, whether or not they will 
be allowed to return to campus.

This episode has yet again under-
scored not only the complete in-
competence of the Tory government, 
which has sought at every stage of 
this pandemic to put the profits of big 
business ahead of our health and ed-
ucation, but also the broken funding 
model on which universities are run.

With the new lockdown, students 
across the country face the possibil-
ity of being made to pay both full rent 
and tuition fees for stay-at-home, 
online-only university courses.

Rent Refund
In particular, the prospect of pay-
ing thousands of pounds of rent for 
rooms which they won’t even be 
able to live in will be outrageous 
to thousands of students. Students 
who for any reason are unable to 
move into their halls of residence 
and have already paid this term’s 
rent should be given 100% rent re-
funds by their universities, and any 
lost university revenue made up by 
the government.

Students who are yet to pay their 
rent, or no longer require the use 
of accommodation, should be re-
leased immediately from their con-
tracts should they wish, including 
those living in either third-party 

accommodation or in the private 
rented sector, with landlords given 
compensation only on the basis of 
proven need.  

Universities were already in the 
midst of a huge funding crisis prior 
to the arrival of Covid. Students last 
term were lied to by university man-
agement so that universities could 
get access to rent payments and tui-
tion fees. 

That’s why Socialist Students and 
the Socialist Party is fighting not only 
for rent refunds for the year, but for 
free education. This means tuition 
fee refunds through a cancellation of 
all student debt and the scrapping of 
tuition fees, and replacing the broken 
market model with a fully funded and 
publicly owned education system. 

Part of fighting for free education 
is fighting to kick profit out of higher 
education. This would involve plac-
ing all halls of residence currently 
owned by private companies under 
the ownership and control of the 
universities themselves. This would 
lay the basis for democratically set 
rents in student halls, decided on by 
democratically elected committees 
with the involvement of students 
themselves. 

To win all of this will take the build-
ing a mass student movement, unit-
ing rent strikers, students struggling 
for free education, and university 
staff opposing cuts, to fight the Tories 
for the funding and resources our 
universities need. Come to Socialist 
Students online national conference 
on Sunday 28 February to discuss 
how we can build such a movement. 

University teaching moves online in England
Workers to fight redundancies and pay freeze
Bea Gardner
Southampton UCU

Like in the rest of education, univer-
sity staff and students are left in disar-
ray by this consistently inconsistent 
and incompetent Tory government. 

Under mounting pressure even 
before the lockdown announce-
ment, the universities minister, Mi-
chelle Donelan, sent a last-minute 
letter to universities on 30 Decem-
ber (one working day before stu-
dents were due back) to announce 
a staggered return from 25 January 
for students. Then, just days later, 
unmentioned in Boris Johnson’s 
speech, the government gave in-
structions to keep learning online. 
Meanwhile, as it stands, the Welsh 
government is set to continue with a 
staggered return. 

In England, where the announced 
lockdown does mitigate some of the 
worst of workers immediate safety 
fears, it still poses challenges. Those 
now attempting to manage home 
working with home schooling need 
appropriate flexible working ar-
rangements, including paid time off 
if needed. 

Workers asked to attend the work-
place still need safety provision and 
new risk assessments which take into 
account the higher infectivity rates 
of the new Covid strain. Postgradu-
ate students continue to resist gov-
ernment’s decision that they should 
“adapt” their projects without fund-
ing extensions. And of course, we still 
face the onslaught of cuts and volun-
tary and compulsory redundancies, 
alongside the announced pay freeze 
for this year.

But branches of the University 
and Colleges Union (UCU) are fight-
ing back. Members at Brighton, East 
London and Goldsmiths universi-
ties have successfully won ballots 
for industrial action against redun-
dancies. They could soon be joined 
by many other UCU branches in-
cluding Solent, Manchester Met, 
Roehampaton and Birmingham, all 
having delivered impressive consul-
tative ballot results in the autumn 
term. 

The National Education Union has 
showed that unions have power (see 
pages 2-3) - collective organising can 
win massive concessions for work-
ers. Such action is a start towards  
building a movement capable of 
winning more than concessions, but 
transforming our workplaces in our 
interests.

●British Gas 
workers on strike 
against fire and  
re-hire pay cut
British Gas workers begin five days 
of strike action on Thursday 7 Janu-
ary, with potentially more to follow. 
It comes as bosses pursue a ‘fire and 
re-hire’ policy and issued an ulti-
matum for workers to agree cuts to 
pay, terms and conditions on pain of 
dismissal. 

The strike ballot of GMB members 
returned an overwhelming 89% vote 
in favour of industrial action. Along-
side the 4,500 service and repair gas 
engineers being called out on to 
strike will be 600 central heating in-
stallers, 540 electrical engineers, 170 
specialist business gas engineers, 
and 1,700 smart metering engineers. 

Hospital security staff on 
strike for £12 an hour
Security staff at the Royal Berkshire 
Hospital in Reading are continuing 
strike action, the next action taking 
place over 20 days throughout Janu-
ary and February. 

The Unite members are striking to 
demand a rate of £12 an hour, more 
than affordable for the employer 
Kingdom Services Group, which 

has a turnover of more than £100 
million.

Disgracefully, the bosses are em-
ploying agency staff to attempt to 
undermine the strike. Socialist Party 
members attended the picket line on 
the first day of this new round of ac-
tion on Monday 4 January and will 
continue to support the strike.

Get all the latest union news...

nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork

with the  
NSSN bulletin

shopstewards.net

JOIN
socialiststudents.org.uk/join

Join the student fightback

Protect lives and livelihoods,  
fight to defend the NHS
Mick Griffiths 
Wakefield and Pontefract Socialist Party 

A recent report ‘Exposed, Silenced, 
Attacked’, commissioned by Amnesty 
International, highlights the global 
failure of governments and employ-
ers to protect health and essential 
workers during the Covid pandemic. 
Using the limited available informa-
tion, the report raises very important 
concerns for the trade union and 
workers movement.

Examples are given of system-
atic and systemic abuses of workers’ 
rights enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The 
rights of workers to fight for just, fa-
vourable, and safe working condi-
tions are under attack. Scandalously, 
the UK is reported as having the sec-
ond highest number of known health 
care workers’ deaths.

2020 has left health workers feeling 
shell-shocked. Lives and livelihoods 
are still very much at stake. The Na-
tional Health Service is facing its 
greatest ever threat.

Under the cover of the Covid cha-
os, the government is proposing legal 
changes to enable the establishment 
of so-called ‘integrated care systems’ 
to replace the current system of dis-
trict-based clinical commissioning 
groups (CCGs). These remote bodies 
could privatise entire health services 
with little or no accountability and 
transparency.

This reform could start the process 
of tearing up the founding principles 
of the NHS. The government aims to 
implement it by April 2022!

Wakefield CCG has carried out an 
‘engagement with interested parties’ 
process over these proposals which is 
due to end on 8 January. It has wel-
comed the proposals, and so far no 
“interested parties” have raised any 
concerns.

As health service trade union lead-
ers continue to hibernate themselves 
against the reality faced by members, 

the establishment is relishing the 
prospect of making workers pay for 
the crisis. Under Corbyn’s leader-
ship, Labour’s policy was to reverse 
all NHS privatisation. Under Starmer 
it is likely that this will no longer be 
the case.

International cooperation for the 
benefit of the peoples’ interests is not 
possible under the existing capitalist 
system. All the mainstream parties 
prop up the system at our expense.

The Tories were never in favour 
of the creation of the NHS, and they 
seek to further privatise it. The health 
service was not gifted to us by a 

benevolent state. It had to be fought 
for and won through mass struggle. 

Our lives and livelihoods can only 
be defended by building trade un-
ions with leaderships committed to 
fighting programs for real change. A 
mass struggle is once more required 
to save our NHS.

As part of this, the trade unions 
also need to campaign for the crea-
tion of a new mass workers’ party, 
to give a political voice to the work-
ing class, and take action to defend 
its interests. A socialist alternative 
is necessary to combat the market 
madness of profiting from ill health.

UNICEF feeds children in the UK for the first time
Archie 
Waltham Forest Socialist Party

“It is a real scandal that UNICEF 
should be playing politics this way” 
was the response of millionaire and 
Leader of the House of Commons 
Jacob Rees-Mogg to the announce-
ment that UNICEF will be responsi-
ble for feeding children in the UK for 
the first time in its history. 

This perfectly sums up the callous 
attitude the ruling classes have for 
working-class children. While Jacob 
Rees-Mogg can lavish his children 
with all the privileges that money 
and prestige can buy, 30% of children 
living in the UK are deemed to be liv-
ing in poverty. Their health and living 
conditions are rapidly deteriorating 
following ten years of Tory austerity, 
and now exacerbated by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. 

It is no surprise that Rees-Mogg 
spouts such bile. He and his Tory 
peers have always openly proclaimed 
their disdain for working-class chil-
dren. Speaking in the Houses of 
Parliament earlier this year, in the de-
bate over giving children free school 
meals throughout half term, Tory MP 
Ben Bradley claimed that this would 
result in the “nationalisation of chil-
dren”. This was before tweeting that 
free school meals vouchers would be 
directed to “crack dens and brothels” 
if issued. 

The real scandal is that huge lay-
ers of the population have to rely on 
charity simply to survive. Charity can 
only offer small relief from the relent-
less drive for profit. Only a democrat-
ic socialist planned economy using 
the vast resources that exist in society 
can end poverty and provide every-
one with a decent standard of living. 

●Vaccine  
roll-out delay
Why is the Covid vaccine roll out so 
slow? Government bureaucracy de-
laying the recruitment of vaccinators, 
and foul-ups in the private manufac-
turing and supply are to blame. 

According to Martin Marshall, 
head of the Royal College of Gen-
eral Practitioners “there is not a big 
enough workforce in primary care 
or mass vaccination centres come 
three weeks’ time, when we start see-
ing the AstraZeneca vaccine coming 
through at volume.”

And John Bell, professor of medi-
cine at Oxford University and mem-
ber of SAGE, has stated that a lack of 
investment in the capacity to make 
vaccines left the UK unprepared. In-
stead, the drug companies have out-
sourced vaccine production offshore.

Incredibly, one reason for delays in 
rolling out the AstraZeneca vaccine 
is the lack of glass vials and special-
ised bungs. Yet a probable shortage 
of glass vials for Covid vaccines was 
identified back in May of last year! 

Perhaps the ‘bung’ shortage is 
down to the Tories handing out bil-
lions of pounds worth of medical 
supplies contracts to their chums to 
profit from!

●Massive job cuts
A staggering 176,718 retail jobs were 
axed last year in the UK, according 
to the Centre for Retail Research. 
This is despite the upturn in sales at 
supermarkets. 

The above figure includes the 
13,000 job cuts from the closure of 
tax dodging Philip Green’s Arcadia, 
technically owned by his partner 
who resides in Monaco. 

●Minimum  
wage scandal
Meanwhile, it’s been revealed that 
another multi-billionaire ‘non-dom’ 
tax dodger, and also a resident of 
Monaco, Ineos’s CEO James Ratcliffe, 
was found guilty of paying staff em-
ployed at his Home Grown Hotels 
venture below the minimum wage.

Ratcliffe joined a list of another 138 
‘rogue employers’, including Tesco 
and Pizza Hut, owing £6.7 million to 
more than 95,000 workers for paying 
less than the legal requirement. 

The Tory government, bowing to 
pressure from UK bosses will only in-
crease the current insufficient mini-
mum wage of £8.72 an hour for over 
23s, by a paltry 19p from next April. 

●Reverse charges
On the eve of crucial run-off elec-
tions for two Senate seats in Georgia, 
the Washington Post has reported 
transcripts of a telephone recording 
of president Donald Trump harangu-
ing Georgia’s Republican secretary of 
state Brad Raffensberger to reverse 
the state’s presidential election vote, 
which narrowly gave victory to Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden.

Trump regurgitates his usual accu-
sations that the election was ‘stolen’ 
from him. In one laughable exchange 
he claims 5,000 dead people cast 
their votes. Raffensberger dryly re-
plies: “The actual number was two”!

Having failed to pressurise 
Raffensberger with threats of legal 
action Trump then pleads: “I only 
need 11,000 votes. Fellas, I need 
11,000 votes. Give me a break.” 

Most senior Republicans have dis-
tanced themselves from Trump, but 
some, such as vice-president Mike 
Pence, have remained loyal. This 
is because Pence, et al, are setting 
their sights on running for the White 
House in 2024 and want to secure 
Trump’s electoral base. 

●Assange  
extradition rejected
The refusal by a judge at the Old Bai-
ley to extradite WikiLeaks co-founder 
Julian Assange to the USA and face a 
show trial, has undoubtedly angered 
the White House. 

However, the judge’s ruling was 
not a rejection of the US adminis-
tration’s witch-hunting vendetta 
against WikiLeaks - who released 
secret documents and emails show-
ing the US government and its allies 
carried out war crimes in Iraq and 
Afghanistan - but because Assange’s 
delicate mental health could result in 
his suicide if incarcerated in the US.

The ruling leaves the door wide 
open for future investigative jour-
nalism into the US, and other gov-
ernments’, misdeeds to still be 
criminalised and suppressed.

●● For background reading on the 
Assange trial see: ‘Assange arrest: 
US and allied governments seeking 
revenge for exposing dirty wars’ on 
socialistparty.org.uk
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T
he world was united in mis-
ery in 2020. Too many deaths 
from the pandemic, job losses, 
pay cuts and poverty were the 
experience in virtually every 

country on the planet. Britain, as the 
year ends, is leading the world in a 
new surge in the virus; with the high-
est ever level of recorded infections.

The misery, of course, is not uni-
versal. Sections of the capitalists are 
doing very nicely indeed. Ten of the 
richest people in the world have in-
creased their wealth by more than 
£300 billion since the pandemic be-
gan. Across Britain’s 100 biggest stock 
market-listed companies, CEOs col-
lect an obscene 73 times the average 
wage of their workers.

But while the fortunes of the bosses 
of logistics, PPE, pharmaceutical and 
some other companies soared, capi-
talism as a whole entered a devastat-
ing crisis, the price for which is being 
paid for by the working class and poor.

Chancellor Sunak’s autumn state-
ment confirmed that Britain’s econo-
my is expected to have contracted by 
over 11% in 2020, the worst situation 
in three centuries. Sunak’s family will 
not be facing impoverishment as a re-
sult; he is married to one of the richest 
women in Britain.

Collapsing living standards
It is a different story for the majority 
however. By the middle of the year 
5.6 million people were claiming Uni-
versal Credit, with more than 60% of 
them having little or insufficient work. 
That is an increase of three million 
from October 2019.

It is estimated that the pandemic 
has left two million families destitute 
- struggling to feed, house or clothe 
themselves. Meanwhile, there are still 
more than two million people fur-
loughed, often having to live on 80% 
of their normal wage, and fearing they 
will have no job to return to.

The latest surge in the virus and 
Johnson’s belated and botched new 
lockdown measures have only wors-
ened an already dire situation, forcing 
Sunak to extend the furlough until the 
end of April 2021. This will mean that 
the government will have paid 80% of 
millions of workers’ wages for a year.

The Tories, like all governments 
with the resources to do so, have spent 
unprecedented sums in an attempt to 
limit the damage to capitalism done 
by the pandemic. 

UK government debt is now at its 
highest ever level outside of wartime. 
In the short term, this has lessened 

2020 - a year which drove home the 
catastrophic failures of capitalism
Join the fight for a socialist world!

At the start of the crisis Britain had 
just over 4,000 intensive care beds, 
one of the lowest numbers in Europe. 
Italy, for example, had 8,000 and Ger-
many 28,000. As demonstrated by the 
largely empty and unused Nightingale 
hospitals - created at huge expense 
by the private sector - an even bigger 
problem was Britain’s very low num-
ber of nurses and other health work-
ers. In a World Health Organisation 

comparison of ten developed econ-
omies, Britain languished in ninth 

place for the numbers of practis-
ing nurses and physicians.

The death rate from the 
virus is also higher because 
of the levels of poverty and 
overcrowding. Deaths from 
respiratory diseases are 
three times higher in Brit-
ain than the European 
average, with death rates 

highest in regions with high 
levels of poverty - South 

Wales, Glasgow and Liver-
pool top the table.

The experience of the last 
decade of capitalist crisis and 

austerity, coming on top of 40 
years of relentless anti-working 
class neoliberal policies, has 
eaten away the foundations of 
social support for all the institu-
tions of capitalism.

For many commentators it 

the effect of the crisis, although it is 
still devastating.

It is already clear, however, that 
longer term the capitalist class in-
tends to use the scale of the state debt 
to justify new attacks on the working 
class and some sections of the mid-
dle class. Sunak’s announcement of 
a new public sector pay freeze - when 
public sector workers’ wages have 
been squeezed for a decade (a civil 
servant’s wage has shrunk by 19% in 
real terms in that time, for example) 
- is a down payment on their future 
intentions.

What type of recovery?
The year 2020 marks a turning point 
in history and the start of a new era 
of intensified capitalist crisis. That 
does not mean there will be no eco-
nomic recovery from the current dev-
astation. In the short term, the rapid 
spread of the new strain of the virus 
is leading to a new severe contrac-
tion in the economy. However, if the 
vaccines that are starting to be rolled 
out prove effective, the lessening of 
the pandemic’s grip will be in sight as 
2021 dawns.

That will also create a certain eco-
nomic rebound. In addition, the fear 
of a ‘no deal’ Brexit having been lift-
ed, despite the very limited charac-
ter of the deal, will have some effect 
in lightening the deep black cloud of 
pessimism that currently dominates 
the mood of the majority of Britain’s 
capitalist class.

It is ruled out, however, that any 
recovery will wipe out all of the dev-
astating plummeting of the econ-
omy in 2020, either in Britain or 
internationally.

The events of the last year, and those 
still to come, are having a profound 
impact on the outlook of the working 
class. Johnson’s general election vic-
tory a year ago, and the mood of ‘na-
tional unity’ that existed at the start of 
the pandemic, now seem to have hap-
pened in a different lifetime. No capi-
talist government has dealt well with 
the pandemic, but Johnson’s crew are 
at the bottom of the pile, at least of the 
economically developed countries.

Those measures that have been 
taken have been done incompetent-
ly, often by companies whose only 
qualification was connections to Tory 
politicians. 

Cronyism is rife. One survey found 
that half of all the money handed out 
by the government for Covid-related 
measures went to companies which 
had links to Tory politicians and/or no 
previous experience in the field!

Extreme short-termism has domi-
nated decision making from the 

initial attempt to do nothing and rely 
on herd immunity onwards. It has 
resulted in countless edicts that have 
worsened the pandemic, followed 
by endless U-turns. From ‘eat out to 
help out’ in the summer, to insisting 
that schools remain open - even using 
Covid emergency powers to threaten 
Greenwich Labour council for plan-
ning to end term a few days early be-
cause of surging virus rates.

Less than 24 hours later the govern-
ment was forced to recognise schools’ 
part in spreading the virus, not least 
the new strain. It hastily announced a 
non-existent plan to test pupils, add-
ing to the already astronomical pres-
sure on teachers. It was then forced to 
U-turn again, delaying the start of the 
new term for many school students. 
Laughably, Johnson has still claimed 
that schools that remain open are safe.  

Trade unions representing teachers 
and other school staff have correctly 
raised that they should not have to 
work if it isn’t safe to do so (see pages 
2-3). At the time of writing, thousands 
of schools are not open as a result. 
The whole trade union movement 
needs to stand in solidarity with this 
important struggle to protect workers’ 
and school students’ health. 

The schools fiasco and the last min-
ute curtailment of Christmas are only 
the latest of countless blows to the 
population that Johnson has presided 
over in his year in office. 

Unsurprisingly, the Tory govern-
ment’s opinion poll ratings have been 
on the slide for months, and the dom-
inant moods in society are of deep-
seated fury, frustration and fear.

Pent-up anger
That mood has not yet, in the main, 
been expressed through action. 
Shock and the struggle to deal with 
immediate personal health and eco-
nomic stresses have been dominant. 
It could not be otherwise given the al-
most complete absence of a lead from 
the top of the workers’ movement in 
a struggle to defend the health, jobs 
and conditions of the working class.

When predominantly young people 
took to the streets for the Black Lives 
Matter protests during the summer, 
many trade unionists took part, as 
did the Socialist Party, but the major-
ity of the leadership of the organised 
trade union movement was woefully 
absent.

Meanwhile, Starmer’s New Labour 
leadership has acted at every stage to 
defend the interests of the capitalist 
class. Even this week, when calling for 
a new national lockdown, he still de-
clined to support school unions’ call 
for school closures! 

Nonetheless, despite the blockage 
at the top, it is inevitable that 2021 will 
see new mass expressions of class an-
ger, possibly dwarfing anything seen 
in recent years. Movements on the 
scale of those that have shaken Chile, 
Lebanon, Nigeria and other countries 
can also come to Britain.

There are countless issues around 
which struggles could develop, in-
cluding the continued battle for 
health and safety in the workplace, 
the fight to save jobs and against mass 
unemployment, to stop evictions and 
homelessness, among students who 
are paying £9,000 fees for very lit-
tle education, public sector workers 
opposing the pay freeze, and many 
more. An important aspect of all such 
struggles will be attempts to trans-
form the trade unions into fighting, 
democratic bodies capable of effec-
tively defending the interests of their 
members and the wider working class 
in a coordinated war against Covid 
austerity.

While it is not possible to predict 
the exact timing of such develop-
ments, the factors creating them are 
clear and deep-rooted. The nightmare 
of 2020 came, not against the back-
ground of a healthy capitalist system 
that was taking society forward, but 
rather an ailing, weak 
and increasingly 
c r i s i s - r i d d e n 
one, which was 
already head-
ing into a new 
s l o w d o w n 
prior to the 
pandemic.

Back in 
2019 the 
IMF pointed 
out that so 
great was the 
level of UK corporate 
debt, almost 40% of it 
would become impos-
sible to service in the 
event of a recession just 
half as deep as 2007-08. In 
this far greater economic 
contraction, only huge state 
intervention has prevented a 
much bigger swathe of bankrupt-
cies than those that have so far 
taken place.

Johnson’s incompetence and 
the divisions in his party are 
not the only reasons that Brit-
ain has done so badly in the 
pandemic. An even greater 
factor is the huge cuts that 
have taken place in the 
public sector, including to 
local authority public health 
budgets.

seems that British capitalism has been 
buffeted by a series of unrelated and 
inexplicable tragedies - ranging from 
the Brexit vote, to the election of Jere-
my Corbyn as Labour leader, to the rise 
of support for independence in Scot-
land, to having an unreliable populist 
as Tory prime minister. In reality, all 
these varied phenomena have some-
thing in common: the anger of mil-
lions of working-class people at their 
falling living standards and the search 
for a means to protest against it.

This was the root cause of the size 
of the working-class vote for Brexit. 
However, in the absence of a mass 
left force putting the case for socialist 
opposition to the neoliberal diktats of 
the EU, room was left for right-wing 
populist forces to dominate.

Corbyn and Brexit
There was nothing automatic about 
this. Had Jeremy Corbyn - then newly 
elected as Labour leader - defied the 
Labour right and, as we argued, called 
for a vote for Brexit on the basis of op-
posing the pro-big business rules of 
the EU bosses’ club, it would have 
created an entirely different situation.

Such a stance, both at the time 
of the referendum and afterwards, 
would have been an important fac-
tor in Corbyn winning a general elec-
tion. Now, with a thin Tory Brexit 
deal which will further exacerbate 

British capitalism’s crisis, it is difficult 
to imagine how different the situation 
could have been. A left government 
taking socialist measures and mak-
ing an appeal to workers across the 
EU to support its opposition to the 
anti-working class, pro-privatisation 
rules of the EU would have been in an 
infinitely more powerful negotiating 
position than this weak, divided Tory 
government.

Of course, all Tory governments, 
regardless of whether they are pro 
or anti-EU membership, act in com-
plete opposition to the interests of 
the working class. Johnson has been 
negotiating from what he perceives to 
be the interests of British capitalism. 
He is claiming to have negotiated a 
tremendous victory that allows more 
‘freedom’ for big business.

Only a tiny minority of the British 
capitalist class will be pleased with 
the deal, however, although most will 
be relieved that it wasn’t a worse ‘no 
deal’ Brexit.

It is true that the deal allows the 
continuation of tariff-free goods trad-
ing between Britain and the EU, while 
at the same time allowing Britain’s 
government to divert from the EU’s 
level playing field, including on state 
aid. However, this only pushes argu-
ments further down the road, as the 
EU will have the right to take meas-
ures against British imports, including 

introducing tariffs if at any point it 
considers Britain has gone too far.

Even now, the increased regulatory 
checks required at borders will be a 
significant headache for exporters. At 
the same time, no deal has yet been 
negotiated for finance and services, 
which make up 80% of Britain’s econ-
omy. On fishing, only very limited 
concessions have been won.

National question
Meanwhile, Northern Ireland will still 
be expected to obey the EU customs 
union rules in order to prevent a hard 
border with the Republic of Ireland. 
The result - for all Johnson’s denial 
that this would be the case - will effec-
tively be a border in the Irish Sea. The 
Democratic Unionist Party has there-
fore pledged to vote against the deal.

It was always ruled out that the capi-
talist politicians of Ireland, Britain and 
the EU27 would reach an agreement 
that satisfied the national, religious 
and cultural differences - and the 
economic needs of the working class 
- across Ireland. Only a programme 
for a socialist Ireland and a genuinely 
equal, voluntary, socialist federation 
of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Eng-
land could do that. Johnson is going 
to preside over a significant increase 
in sectarian tensions in Northern 

▶▶▶  Continued on p8
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Ireland and a growing movement for 
independence in Scotland.

For what? Johnson’s wing of the 
Tories were reliant on their right-
wing populist campaign to ‘get Brexit 
done’ to win the general election. Be-
yond that, despite their denials, they 
aspire to turn Britain into ‘Singa-
pore on Thames’. Doing so would be 
likely to lead to EU tariffs and, even 
if achieved, would be a million miles 
from their propaganda promising the 
restoration of Britain to an imperial-
ist power of the first rank.

Rather, it means Britain going 
further down the road of being a 
low-corporation tax, low-regulation 
economy, reliant for example on ‘free 
ports’ - aka super-exploiting tax free 
zones, and becoming a flag of con-
venience for international shipping.

Johnson hopes this could be com-
bined with state aid for high-tech in-
dustries. It is only necessary to look at 
the government’s record over the last 
year to see that any such attempts 
would largely end up as bungs to 
their mates for no-hope projects. The 
prospect of them leading to Britain 
competing with the major blocs of 
the US, China, Japan and the EU is 
ruled out, with the possible excep-
tion of a few small industrial sectors.

Nonetheless, the Brexit deal was 
agreed by parliament, reflecting the 
desperation of the majority of the 
capitalist class to prevent a disorderly 
no-deal crash out. 

Despite mutterings, the big major-
ity of the Tory right voted for the deal, 
plus Starmer whipped Labour MPs to 
vote for it. This is yet another exam-
ple of his determination to show Brit-
ish capitalism that he can be relied 
on to act in its interests. 

Thirty-six Labour MPs rebelled. 
These were a combination of some 
lefts, plus right-wing pro-EU MPs 
who do not oppose the deal as the 
bosses’ charter for super-exploita-
tion that it is, but rather because they 
would prefer a bosses’ deal that more 
closely aligns Britain with the EU.

Tories’ narrow social base
The passage of the Brexit deal 
through parliament, however, will 
not bring peace to the parliamentary 
Tory party. The undermining of the 
social basis of the party is ultimately 
a reflection of the decline of British 
capitalism. In the 1950s the Tories’ 
membership peaked at over two 
million, even in 1990 it had 400,000 
members, now it is barely a quarter of 
that, and does not represent the views 
of the majority of the ruling class.

Resting on a very narrow social 
base, only able to win a general elec-
tion by promoting a ‘Trump-lite’ 
right-wing populism, the Tory party 
is a very weak and unreliable tool for 
British capitalism.

The more than 20 U-turns made 
in 2020 show how easily the Tories 
can be forced to change course un-
der mass pressure. With numerous 
aspects of Britain’s relations with the 
EU still to be negotiated, a dire eco-
nomic crisis, and a continuing pan-
demic, new schisms will develop in 
the Tory party in the coming months. 
Faced with a mass united movement 
of the working class, it could quickly 
be forced from office.

The one advantage that the capital-
ist class has chalked up in 2020 is the 
election of Starmer as leader of the 
Labour Party. He is a reliable repre-
sentative of capitalist interests, wait-
ing in the wings should the Johnson 

government collapse. He has bur-
nished these credentials repeatedly 
with his parliamentary voting record 
and failure to oppose Johnson, and 
even more with his willingness to 
wage a ruthless ‘scorched earth’ war 
against Corbynism.

Not only has Corbyn been forced 
to sit as an independent MP, but 
swathes of Labour Party members 
and local Labour party organisations 
have been suspended for supporting 
him. Under Tony Blair a handful of 
left Labour MPs remained as prison-
ers of the pro-capitalist right, able 
to occasionally smuggle out a note 
through the bars. Under Starmer’s 
version of New Labourism, not even 
that is allowed.

The question of a political voice 
for the working class is therefore 
extremely urgent in 2021, when the 
working class is facing an economic 
and social catastrophe, and urgently 
needs effective tools to defend itself. 
Labour councils are not prepared to 
fight cuts.

Without such a party, struggle will 
still take place. Occupations of work-
places threatened with closure could, 
for example, take place on a much 
bigger scale than in recent decades. 

However, such struggles would be 
given enormous confidence by the 
existence of a powerful mass party 
that, in order to save jobs and in-
comes, fights for the nationalisation 
- under democratic workers’ control 
and management - of companies 
facing bankruptcy, as a part of a so-
cialist programme.

Similarly, the battle against the 
public sector pay freeze would be 
given confidence by a mass voice 
arguing for a huge expansion of the 
public sector in order to provide 
much needed jobs and services.

Having failed to transform Labour 
into a workers’ party when Corbyn 
was leader, hoping against hope that 
this might happen under Starmer is 
not a viable strategy. It is urgent that 
serious action is taken. 

Jeremy Corbyn has announced a 
new ‘Project for Peace and Justice’, 
to be launched in January. Unfortu-
nately, this shows no signs of being 
a significant step towards building a 
new workers’ party.

Its limited written material so far 
focuses overwhelmingly on interna-
tional issues and, as the online left 

newspaper the Canary put it, pro-
poses to “work beyond political party 
lines and to foster cooperation and 
change outside of established demo-
cratic processes.”

The Canary admits that “there may 
be some disappointment that Cor-
byn hasn’t launched a new political 
party in the face of the continuing 
demise of the Labour Party.”

If the project develops on these 
lines it will indeed be disappointing 
for working-class people facing the 
choice in the May 2021 elections be-
tween voting for different shades of 
pro-austerity politicians. If this pro-
ject limits itself to “change outside of 
established democratic processes”, it 
will rightly be judged to be avoiding 
the issue.

If, instead, Corbyn was to take up 
the suggestion of the London re-
gional council of the transport union 
RMT to back an anti-cuts candidate 
for London mayor, and to launch his 
own candidature, backed by a list of 
trade unionists, socialists, and com-
munity campaigners on an anti-cuts 
platform, it could have a dramatic ef-
fect in combating Starmer, inspiring 
and rallying all those previously en-
thused by Corbyn’s leadership of the 
Labour Party.

Trade union leaders
Even more important than Corbyn’s 
actions as an individual, however, 
is the responsibility that lies with 
left trade union leaders inside and 
outside the Labour Party. Those af-
filiated to Labour have correctly pro-
tested against Corbyn’s suspension 
and other undemocratic measures 
taken by Starmer. It is necessary, 
however, to go further.

If the left-led unions were to seize 
the moment, with the support of 
even a handful of MPs and council-
lors, and to launch a conference to 
fight for political representation for 
the workers’ movement, it could 
transform the situation. If a confer-
ence agreed even on limited steps, 
such as freeing trade union branches 
to stand or back anti-cuts candidates 
in May’s elections, and setting up 
a trade union group in parliament  
- perhaps proposing Corbyn as its 
chair - it would do more to fight back 
against Starmerism than any amount 
of pleading behind closed doors.

The right’s determination to 

obliterate the Labour left is clear. 
If the time is not now for the left to 
show similar determination to fight 
for a socialist voice for the working 
class, when is?

The Socialist Party believes that 
what is needed is a new mass work-
ers’ party, and appeals to all those 
who agree to join us in that struggle. 
A failure to take steps in this direction 
will also leave more space for Farage 
and his ilk to step into the vacuum.

As a starting point, the Trade Un-
ionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), 
involving the RMT, the Socialist Party, 
ex-Labour MP Chris Williamson, and 
others, is back in action and preparing 
to stand as widely as possible in the 
elections next May against pro-capi-
talist, pro-cuts Labour candidates.

Last year drove home the 
catastrophic failures of capitalism. 
Growing inequality, dire impoverish-
ment, and a complete inability to 
effectively combat a virus have all 
been writ large.

Enormous state intervention, pre-
viously considered unthinkable by 
capitalist politicians, has proved nec-
essary to try to prop up their system. 
Meanwhile, millions of workers have 
felt the importance of their low-paid 
and undervalued jobs in keeping so-
ciety functioning. 

The search for an alternative to 
capitalism is on the rise. Only by tak-
ing decisive socialist measures will it 
be possible to harness the enormous 
wealth, science and technique that 
capitalism has created, through the 
labour of the working class, to start 
to meet people’s needs, and to safe-
guard the environment.

That would require breaking with 
profit-driven, ailing capitalism and 
taking the major corporations and 
banks which dominate the economy 
into democratic public ownership, 
allowing the development of a dem-
ocratic, socialist planned economy 
in Britain and internationally.

The priorities of a socialist econ-
omy would be decided democrati-
cally. Instead of filling the coffers of 
corporate chief executives, priorities 
would include providing a real, living 
income for all, mass building of high-
quality and carbon-neutral housing, 
and creating and expanding decent 
public services, health care and edu-
cation. Join the Socialist Party in 
the fight for a socialist world.

▶▶▶  Continued from p7

In the 
absence 
of a mass 
left force 
putting the 
case for 
socialist 
opposition 
to the 
neoliberal 
diktats of 
the EU, room 
was left for 
right-wing 
populist 
forces to 
dominate

The search 
for an 
alternative 
to 
capitalism 
is on the 
rise. Only 
by taking 
decisive 
socialist 
measures 
will it be 
possible 
to... start 
to meet 
people’s 
needs...

Left-led unions should seize the moment and launch a conference for political representation for the workers’ movement, and thereby transform the situation  Photo TU Senan
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Nottingham City Council: Major battles against cuts ahead
Nottingham Socialist Party members 

N
ottingham’s Labour Coun-
cil faces a decisive choice: 
whether it defends services, 
jobs and terms and condi-
tions, or implements major 

cuts. 
The council is in deep financial dif-

ficulty due to longstanding govern-
ment underfunding, exacerbated by 
around £38.5 million of unfunded 
additional costs from Covid-19. It 
has also suffered the collapse of its 
energy company, Robin Hood En-
ergy, and failed commercialisation 
policies, which attempted to increase 
income to cover for insufficient gov-
ernment funds. 

The collapse of Robin Hood En-
ergy, costing the council around £38 
million, led to the government com-
missioning a public interest report 
on the council’s governance of the 
company. The report was damning, 
and the government then commis-
sioned a rapid non-statutory review 
into wider financial and governance 
issues at the council, seen as a possi-
ble precursor to a process for sending 
in commissioners.

It also appears that the council 
might have already been at risk of 
a Section 114 notice being issued 
by the senior financial officer. This 
would mean that no new expendi-
ture would be permitted, with the ex-
ception of funding statutory services.

Tory cuts and privatisation
The agenda of any Tory-commis-
sioned review will never be in the 
interest of those who work for the 
council or depend on its services. 
This review’s stated aim was to make 
the council a “best value authority… 
having regard to a combination of 
economy, efficiency and effective-
ness” - to Tories this means cuts and 
privatisation.

The report published last month 
criticises the council for outsourcing 
to wholly owned subsidiaries rather 
than to wider private contracts, ar-
guing that “in outsourcing to wholly 

owned subsidiaries, Nottingham City 
Council have not realised the scale 
of savings that other bodies have en-
joyed”, pointing out that savings can 
be made by “modernising the terms 
and conditions of employees”. 

Yet for council services and staff 
there have already been massive at-
tacks. There has been around £299 
million worth of announced savings 
since 2010, with service reductions, 
closures, around 250 job losses in 

the last year alone, and around 1,200 
jobs (possibly more) lost since 2010. 
There has been a pay increment 
freeze, ‘dismissal and re-engage-
ment’ of staff who did not sign new 
contracts, and further attacks on 
terms and conditions. 

If the figures in the report are cor-
rect, on 31 March 2020 the council had 
the highest debt to net budget of all 
the core cities (only Birmingham and 
Leeds have higher total levels of debt). 

In September, the council’s execu-
tive board updated its projections in 
the light of Covid-19 and emerging 
issues. This is now showing budget 
gaps in the range of £39-54 million 
for 2021/22, rising to £53-64 million 
in 2023/24. The council officers were 
set the task of identifying cuts of £50 
million; as yet they have not fully 
done so. We argue that all cuts must 
be vigorously opposed.

The report calls for further cuts and 

reorganisation, with a three-year re-
covery plan. It proposes that the Min-
istry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government, in partnership 
with the council, should establish an 
‘improvement board’. Set up to in-
clude only one elected city council-
lor (the council leader), it would be a 
huge dilution of democracy. 

Consistent with their failure to 
fight, the council leadership has ac-
cepted the findings of the report. It 
appears that the review team decided 
not to move towards sending in com-
missioners because they have been 
“impressed with their determination 
to fix the issue”. In other words, carry 
out more attacks on workers and 
services. 

Alternative budget needed
This report, and the council leader-
ship’s response to it, throws down the 
gauntlet to those councillors who re-
gard themselves as anti-austerity - at 
least ten of the 50 Labour councillors 
in Nottingham.

So far, these councillors have main-
ly been publicly silent. Between now 
and the setting of what is likely to be a 
huge cuts budget in March 2021, they 
need to go public in actively oppos-
ing further cuts. It is crucial that they 
work with the council trade unions 
and wider trade union movement to 
organise in local communities to de-
fend services and jobs. 

These councillors should build 
support for an alternative budget, 
one which demands proper govern-
ment funding to meet the needs of 
the people of Nottingham. This cam-
paign should link up with communi-
ties and trade unions in other areas 
around the country, many of which 
face the same prospect of cuts and 
job losses.

There are no Nottingham City 
Council elections until 2023. But it is 
clear that fighting, anti-cuts council-
lors are needed. We will be prepared 
to stand as part of the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition against coun-
cillors unwilling to fight the govern-
ment to stop austerity.

Technology and AI response: Capitalists only invest for profit
Clive Walder
Birmingham South West Socialist Party

Mark Best’s article ‘Can green tech-
nology and AI save capitalism?’ (see 
socialistparty.org.uk) was excellent, 
and many readers could use personal 
experiences to develop the points he 
made.

Mark is quite right when he points 
out that capitalists will only invest 
where they can be confident of a 
profit being made rather than for 
the good of society. Many of us take 
broadband for granted. What is less 
well known is that the technology has 
been around since the 1970s. 

The Post Office Engineering Un-
ion (a constituent part of what is 
now the Communication Workers 
Union) passed a motion support-
ing a nationwide broadband rollout 
in 1981! They could see even then 
how this could benefit society - with 
possibilities such as remote medical 

diagnosis or the remote learning that 
is so necessary today. 

That conference motion lay gather-
ing dust and was ignored by succes-
sive governments because there was 
no profitable commercial applica-
tion for it. This only changed when 
computers became a mass consumer 
product and could be produced suffi-
ciently cheaply to make a profit, a fact 
well hidden by the capitalists.

Self-driving cars would be useful 
for people like me who have an eye-
sight condition, which means that I 
would never pass a driving test. 

The job app that Mark referred to 
could enable workers to not just ad-
vertise their skills, but also to advise 

potential employers what hours they 
would be available, whether they 
have caring responsibilities, and 
where would be the most conveni-
ent location to work. It could also be 
used to procure work to be done from 
home if necessary.

Capitalism has developed the 
applications it finds profitable and 
useful. It will no doubt develop ap-
plications such as automatic re-
minders to buy groceries because 
the capitalists can use that informa-
tion to increase sales. 

But the unprofitable, socially use-
ful stuff like the early broadband re-
quires a socialist economy without 
the profit motive. 

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
●● editors@socialistparty.org.uk

or, if you’re not online, write to the Socialist Inbox, PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT
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In the final article in our series to 
commemorate 200 years since the 
birth of Friedrich Engels, Christine 
Thomas looks at the relevance of his 
important work ‘The Origin of the 
Family, Private Property and the 
State’ for the struggle today to end 
women’s inequality and oppression.

T
he Covid pandemic has ex-
posed all of the existing in-
equalities in society, and then 
magnified them. This includes 
the gender inequality that 

women face. Women are one-and-
a-half times more likely than men to 
have lost their jobs, been furloughed 
or sacked, and are 50% more likely to 
have had their hours cut.

Covid has also shone a light on 
another pandemic - the scourge of 
domestic violence and abuse. At the 
beginning of the first lockdown, the 
number of women killed by violent 
partners or ex-partners increased 
from an average of two a week, to five. 
Calls to helplines and searches on 
websites which offer help for women 
experiencing domestic violence have 
skyrocketed. 

This has all been exacerbated by 
the desperate shortage of beds in ref-
uges caused by years of austerity. And 
now, with women losing their jobs in 
ever greater numbers, escaping the 
violence is becoming more and more 
difficult, putting lives at risk.

Disadvantage
Basically, women, and working-class 
women in particular, went into this 
pandemic socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged, and are likely to 
come out of it even more so. Engels’ 
ideas help to explain why that is and, 
most importantly, what we can do 
about it. 

The ‘Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State’, published in 
1884, was Engels’ main contribution 
to this issue. It showed that wom-
en’s second-class status in society, 
the inequality, discrimination and 
oppression we face, hasn’t always 
existed. 

In the late 19th century this was 
explosive stuff. At the time, wom-
en’s inferior status was considered 
‘natural’, explained by their biology 
or ‘God’s will’, and absolutely neces-
sary for maintaining social stabil-
ity. At the same time, the patriarchal 
family, with a male breadwinner and 
an economically dependent wife in 
the domestic sphere giving birth to 
and raising children, was a central, 
core institution of capitalism, and to 
challenge its universality was to chal-
lenge the entire fabric of society.

Of course, Engels’ book should be 

Josh Asker
North London Socialist Party

Millions of workers in the US and 
globally find themselves out of work, 
unable to afford the basics, and at 
the mercy of capitalist crisis. Like the 
protagonist of the book, Tom Joad, 
through their experience, millions 
will draw the conclusion that solidar-
ity and collective action is the only 
way to fight. “And the little screaming 
fact that sounds through all history: 
repression works only to strengthen 
and knit the repressed”.

The Grapes of Wrath transports 
you to 1930s California, travelling 
with the Joad family seeking work. 
John Steinbeck’s writing makes it 
impossible for the reader not to feel 
indignant, together with the migrant 
agricultural workers, at the most bru-
tal effects of the capitalist market.

Dust Bowl
The 1929 Wall Street crash had dev-
astating consequences for the work-
ing class internationally. Steinbeck’s 
work details the effects on the lives of 
agricultural workers in the Dust Bowl 
of parts of Texas, Oklahoma, and oth-
er nearby states.

With the pressure to meet loan re-
payments to the banks, tenant farm-
ers had been forced to use farming 
methods that left the land vulnerable 
to droughts and dust-storms. Recent 
research shows that these conditions 
are now twice as likely to occur in to-
day’s climate.

Unable to make their payments, 
small farms became absorbed by 

large industrial farms, and the mech-
anisation of large-scale farming ma-
chinery left hundreds of thousands 
homeless and without work. After 
receiving a leaflet advertising for fruit 
pickers in California, the Joads join 
the hoards travelling west.

The narrative chapters are inter-
spersed by chapters explaining the 
landscape and social conditions. 
These chapters describe the absolute 
injustice, including the destruction 
of food deemed unprofitable: “The 
fertile earth, the straight tree rows, 
the sturdy trunks, and the ripe fruit. 
And the children dying of pellagra 
must die because a profit cannot be 
taken from an orange”. 

This reflects capitalism’s inher-
ent crisis of overproduction. Despite 
thousands of migrant farm workers 
starving, food was destroyed as pric-
es plummeted.

Like today, the 1930s was a period 
of mass unemployment. The experi-
ence of the Joad family demonstrates 
the downward pressure that this has 
on wages. The big farm bosses, in 
their greed for profits, frequently cut 
wages, safe in the knowledge that 
there are thousands of other starv-
ing workers desperate and willing to 
work for less.

The huge swathes of migrant work-
ers arriving into California was great 
for the bosses, but the book also 
takes up the effects of unemploy-
ment on the existing working class 
in the region. The bosses cynically 
exploit layers of these workers to as-
semble vigilantes to help to oppress 
the migrant workers. 

Therefore, gender oppression, 
Engels explained, can only be elimi-
nated by ending class society - a fun-
damental transformation in the way 
that society is structured, organised 
and run. Today, this would mean 
moving away from an economy 
based on the private ownership of 
the means of producing wealth by a 
small group of super-rich capitalists 
interested only in making a profit, to 
one where the principal industries 
are publicly owned, and democrati-
cally run and planned by working-
class people.

It would then be possible to im-
mediately release the resources for 
changing the economic and mate-
rial situation for women. Everyone 
would be guaranteed a job on a de-
cent wage, which would mean that 
women would have real economic 
independence. 

It would be possible to do what 
Engels put forward in the ‘Origin of 
the Family’ - to socialise the unpaid 
labour of women in the family by the 
state providing flexible, quality child-
care, social care, affordable commu-
nity restaurants, affordable housing 
- things that would totally transform 
the lives of women, and working-
class women in particular.

We would add, that ending gender 
inequality in the family and in the 
workplace would also lay the basis 
for eliminating gender violence and 
the sexual and cultural oppression 
women face. 

The values in society would 
change. Capitalism is a system based 
on unequal wealth, hierarchies of 
power, and competition. The capital-
ist class is prepared to resort to the 
use of force and violence to defend 
its interests and control where neces-
sary - against strikers, protesters, and 
in wars. Those values have an impact 
more broadly in society and affect 
how we relate to each other.  

A socialist system would be based 
on cooperation and solidarity, and 
those values would be reflected in 
personal relations and culture, just 
as they were in pre-class societies. 

And of course, there would no 

longer be a privately owned media, 
or beauty, fashion, and leisure in-
dustries, and all the other industries 
that turn women’s bodies into a com-
modity to make a profit, and pro-
mote stereotypical expectations and 
norms about how women and men 
should look and behave. 

End oppression
If we removed all of those things, 
while at the same time initiating a 
programme of awareness raising and 
education, then all gender oppres-
sion could be ended over time. 

Engels outlined the origins of 
women’s oppression and what would 
be necessary to end it - a socialist 
revolution led by a united working-
class. His general ideas continue to 
form a vital part of the programme 
and strategy of the Socialist Party in 
our struggle to end capitalism and all 
forms of exploitation, inequality and 
oppression.

●● ‘The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State’ by Engels is 
currently out of stock at leftbooks.
co.uk but can be read online at 
marxists.org/archive

●● It Doesn’t Have to be Like 
This: Women and the Struggle for 
Socialism by Christine Thomas, £7 
including postage - leftbooks.co.uk

Engels on the origins 
of women’s oppression 
And its relevance to today’s struggles 

societies discovered how to domes-
ticate animals and cultivate crops. 
This unleashed economic and social 
processes which, in some societies, 
over thousands of years, led to the 
development of an economically 
exploiting class extracting surplus 
production from the labour of others, 
and expropriating it for themselves. 
A special state apparatus was also 
created to ensure that the exploited 
class continued to produce, and was 
kept under control.

As an intrinsic part of these pro-
cesses, the individual household, or 
family, replaced the communal kin-
ship group as the main economic 
unit in society. At the same time, 
women of the ruling class literally 
became the private property of men 
within the family.

Wealth and property
In order to ensure that their property 
and accumulated wealth could be 
passed on to legitimate heirs, the sex-
uality and reproduction of women of 
the ruling class came under the au-
thority and control of husbands and 
fathers, including through the use of 
violence and physical chastisement. 
And, as the state apparatus devel-
oped, the legal system, religion, edu-
cation, and ideology generally served 
to legitimise and reinforce women’s 
inferior, second-class status, and 
deny them basic rights. 

This is the historic basis for all of 
the inequality, discrimination and 
oppression that women still face 
today. It is at the root of domestic 
violence and abuse, rape, sexual 
harassment, the double standards 
and stereotyping of male and female 
roles and behaviour, and sexism in 
general.

Many feminists believe that the 
main cause of women’s oppression 
is the patriarchy, but Engels showed 
that there isn’t a structure of patri-
archy separate from class society. 
Women’s oppression and class soci-
ety emerged together as part of the 
same process - they were inextricably 
linked together then, and still are un-
der capitalism today. 

viewed in the context of the time in 
which it was written, and in conjunc-
tion with more up-to-date material. 
But the general ideas he outlined re-
garding women’s oppression are 
still relevant today, and still just as 
explosive.

He explained that gender inequal-
ity, discrimination and oppression 
are rooted in class society - in the 
emergence of societies where a small 
minority, an exploiting class, owns 
the means of producing wealth in so-
ciety and exploits the class that actu-
ally produces the wealth. 

Before that, in pre-class societies, 
people lived in communal, coop-
erative, egalitarian societies in which 
the main social unit wasn’t the nu-
clear family as we know it today, but 
a kinship group - that Engels called 
the ‘gens’ - which today are usually 
referred to as hunter-gatherer so-
cieties, based on how they made a 
living. 

In these societies, in which hu-
mans lived for 99% of the time that 
we been on the planet, there was 
no private ownership of the means 
of producing wealth, no classes and 

exploitation, no state apparatus and 
no systematic oppression of women.

Although Engels got some of the 
detail wrong, because of the scant 
anthropological and scientific evi-
dence available at the time (see 
Engels and women’s liberation at so-
cialismtoday.com for more on this), 
the evidence that has come to light 
since backs up the general thrust of 
his ideas.

Pre-class societies
There was a gender division of labour 
in pre-class societies, although it was 
not necessarily a rigid one. In gener-
al, men were usually responsible for 
hunting and fishing, and women for 
gathering wild foodstuffs and looking 
after children. But this did not result 
in any economic or social disadvan-
tage. The economic contribution of 
women and men were both vital for 
the maintenance of the group. Child-
care was a public responsibility car-
ried out on behalf of the group as a 
whole.

This was very different from the 
situation today. One of the main 
reasons why women are suffering 

so much more during the pandemic 
in terms of job losses, and pay and 
hours being cut, is because they are 
concentrated in the low-paid, part-
time, often precarious jobs in retail 
and hospitality that have been the 
hardest hit by lockdowns and the 
economic consequences of Covid. 
And the principal reason why they 
are concentrated in those kind of 
jobs is that they are usually the main 
carers for children in the family. 

During the first lockdown, women 
were responsible for 70% of home-
schooling. In one-third of the cases 
where women have lost their jobs or 
had their hours cut, it has been be-
cause they have been unable to ac-
cess the childcare they need. Covid 
has turned an existing shortage of 
affordable childcare into a disaster 
for working-class women especially, 
which can only be solved by bringing 
childcare provision into the public 
sector, democratically run by service 
providers and users.

Engels wrote that the situation 
for women drastically changed fol-
lowing an economic revolution 
in which some hunter-gatherer 

Books that inspired me: 
The Grapes of Wrath 
by John Steinbeck

While Steinbeck depicts smaller 
farmers and shopkeepers as more 
sympathetic, he doesn’t point in the 
direction of the necessity of a com-
bined struggle of both sections of the 
working class, battered by the effects 
of the Great Depression. 

The novel describes shocking and 
deep poverty. It is an indication of 
the strength of the writing, and the 
realism of the characters, that it nev-
er feels like an imagined world. As 
the reader, alongside the Joad fam-
ily, faces the devastating poverty, it is 
impossible not to feel disgust at the 
capitalist system. 

Steinbeck stops short of leading 
the reader to drawing socialist con-
clusions. But workers do get organ-
ised, with all of the familiar obstacles 
of the pressures of huge poverty and 
repressive blacklisting. Farming 
bosses are paranoid about ‘red’ agi-
tators and the forces of the state are 
used to break a strike. Steinbeck ad-
dresses these issues in his preceding 
novel ‘In Dubious Battle’. 

New Deal
For a period, the family manages to 
get residence at a government camp, 
part of the poverty relief programme 
carried out as part of Roosevelt’s 
‘New Deal’ (see ‘Roosevelt’s New 
Deal programme’ at socialistparty.
org.uk). In this camp, workers are 
shown to be able to look after their 
own affairs, without interference 
from police, and with access to sani-
tary facilities. The bosses see this as a 
threat and seek to break up the camp. 
They understand that nothing but 
the most brutal repression can keep 
the workers from organising. “Those 
folks in the camp are getting used 
to being treated like humans. When 
they go back to the squatters’ camps 
they’ll be hard to handle.”

Some right-wing critics have dis-
missed Steinbeck’s work as social-
ist propaganda, it is definitely not 
that. Indeed, he jettisoned any left-
leaning views during the ‘Cold War’ 
period of the 1950s and 1960s. But 
he does transport the reader into the 
lives of super-exploited workers in a 
capitalist crisis, with the inevitable 
conclusion that workers need to get 
organised. The fact that it does this so 
well is what makes it so good. 

The Grapes of Wrath was released 
in 1939, with the US still in a period 
of economic crisis and with huge 
unemployment. It was a best seller, 
undoubtedly because it reflects 
workers’ experiences and offers 
some explanation of capitalist crisis. 
Now, in the midst of another global 
capitalist crisis, is a good time to read 
this novel.

●● Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck. Penguin Modern 
Classics, £8.19 (Amazon)

During lockdown women 
were responsible for

70%
of homeschooling and were 

50%
more likely to lose their jobs, 
be furloughed or sacked, or 
have their hours cut

Frank Vincentz/cc

Carol Highsmith/Library of Congress/cc
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A SOCIALIST RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC CRISIS 
▶▶▶ socialistparty.org.uk/coronavirus

WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS 
▶▶▶ see column on p3

T
he Tory government’s plea to “protect 
the NHS” is rank hypocrisy. The blame 
for the depth and scale of the unfolding 
health crisis lies squarely with Johnson’s 
government. 

They are responsible for the queues of ambu-
lances outside of A&E and hospital wards burst-
ing at overcapacity and without enough staff. 
They are responsible for failed test-and-trace 
and the drive to keep people in the workplace 
and in schools.

The problem for the Tories is that “protecting 
the NHS” is at odds with protecting the profits 
of their big business mates. 

The government handed out lucrative con-
tracts to their friends so they could make a prof-
it providing PPE for health workers, and now 
again there are reports of shortages.  All health 
workers should have access to full PPE, not just 
those working on Covid wards. 

Hospitals are overflowing, but the Nightin-
gale hospitals remain closed - the NHS doesn’t 
have enough staff to open them. There are re-
ports of nurses that are meant to look after just 
one patient on a ventilator being asked to take 
responsibility for three. Health workers have 
been driven from the NHS by Tory-imposed 
low pay, intolerable workloads, and extortion-
ate training fees.

To truly protect the NHS we need workers’ 
control and public ownership. The socialist 
party fights for:

• Funding ●● An emergency increase in funding for the 
NHS and social care

●● Full PPE for all staff, for production and 
distribution to be taken into public ownership 
under democratic workers’ control

●● For a 15% pay rise for NHS staff
●● For the scrapping of training fees and for 

free emergency training for staff to respond to 
the pandemic

●● For the NHS to take over private healthcare 
facilities to be run in the interests of all

●● Nationalise the big pharmaceutical 
companies, including the testing labs and 
vaccine production and distribution

●● For a socialist plan of production and 
workers’ control and management of the 
pandemic response 

Matt
NHS Nurse

“We’re running on empty. The pressure on 
NHS staff is becoming unbearable.

Staff are being moved wards numerous 
times to cover sickness. New wards are 
being opened last minute to cope with 
the pressure. Wards already running on 
unsafe staffing levels are being stretched to 
breaking point.

Lots of the media are calling this a Covid 
crisis. The reality is this is exposing the crisis 
the NHS has being hurtling towards for years.

Tory and New Labour policies of cuts, 
closures, and privatisation have come to 
bite and its frontline staff are 
facing the repercussions. The 
need for socialist plan for the 
NHS is clear.”

●● More on the NHS and privatisation, p4

Protect 
the NHS

• PPE
• Public 

Ownership

• Pay
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