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Murdoch sleaze spreads

Force 
cameron 
out! The News International 

(NI) phone-hacking 
scandal goes right to 
the top of society - 

and every day the crisis gets 
deeper and wider. NI’s billion-
aire owner Rupert Murdoch’s 
bullying tactics have already 
exposed the rotten deals and 
self-serving manoeuvres of 
Britain’s ruling class. 

The trail of guilt leads from 
the capitalist media through 
the tops of the police force up 
to establishment politicians 
including Tory prime minister 
David Cameron.

Murdoch had already been 
forced to close his News of 
the World (NoW) rag and to 
give up trying to totally con-
trol BSkyB broadcasting when 
he bought advertising space 
to ‘apologise’ for what he had 
done. 

People who had suffered at 
the hands of Murdoch’s press 
rejoiced at a ‘Gotcha’ moment. 
Next day NI chief executive 
Rebekah Brooks resigned and 
was later arrested. 

Then top Metropolitan 
Police officers with close 
connections to NI, Sir Paul 
Stephenson and John Yates, 
both bit the dust. 

When former NoW deputy 
editor Neil Wallis was arrest-
ed on 13 July, details of Wallis’ 
close links with the police, his 
constant wining and dining 
with Stephenson and Yates, 
came out. 

Stephenson accepted 
£12,000 of hospitality from 
Champneys health spa where 
Wallis was a PR consultant. 
Isn’t that bribery and cor-
ruption? Yates, who in 2009 

refused to act against NI de-
spite extensive evidence, was 
alleged among other things to 
have helped Wallis’ daughter 
get a Met job.

Rebekah Brooks, Murdoch 
and his son James’ appear-
ance at the House of Com-
mons culture, media and sport 
committee made it the most 
talked-about committee for 
decades. But Britain’s political 
leaders hardly came up smell-
ing of roses.

Former NoW editor Andy 
Coulson was until January 
David Cameron’s communi-
cations director. Coulson was 
arrested earlier this month 
over “allegations of corrup-

tion and phone hacking”. 
Cameron himself was also in 
Murdoch and Brooks’ dinner 
party set. 

Labour MPs were at first 
told not to oppose Murdoch’s 
total takeover of BSkyB and 
the party’s leaders have long 
bowed their knees to him and 
his reactionary anti-working 
class politics. 

So it’s no surprise that La-
bour leader Ed Miliband 
merely wants Cameron to 
‘apologise’ for his misdeeds. 
But Brooks and the Met Po-
lice chiefs were forced to re-
sign. The trade unions and left 
should demand that Cameron 
follows them and goes now! 

As Linda Taaffe, secretary of the National Shop 
Stewards Network, said at a recent trade union-
organised meeting: “The government is rotten, the 
media is rotten, the system is rotten; if we gather our 
forces we can push the damn thing over.” 

We demand:
Labour MPs must call a vote of ‘no confidence’ • 
in Cameron and force him and his government to 
resign!

Punish all those responsible for violating the • 
rights of individuals

Don’t trust the ‘great and the good’ - judges, • 
bishops and MPs to organise an inquiry. There 
should be an independent workers’ inquiry

Don’t trust the capitalist class or its media. Build • 
a new mass workers’ party with its own media, 
democratically controlled. 

Support the Socialist newspaper and join the • 
Socialist Party!


