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he National Health Service (NHS) is being

’ broken apart by the hammer blows raining
y down on it from the Con-Dem government.
Huge job cuts and closures of hospital wards

and departments, including Accident and Emergency,
are wreaking havoc. On top of this, the widely
criticised Con-Dems’ Health and Social Care Bill will
accelerate the privatisation process in the NHS.
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How the NHS is being undermined:

®‘Efficiency savings’ ie cuts. The Royal College of Nursing
said last November that 56,000 jobs have been axed in the
last two years as part of the current government’s drive to
achieve £20-£30 billion of ‘efficiency savings’'.

®Privatisation. Begun by John Major's Tory government
in the 1990s, most non-medical NHS staff have been
outsourcedto private contractors. The resulting job cuts have
meant a deterioration in cleaning and other vital services.
And a fortnight ago an entire hospital, Hinchingbrooke
in Cambridgeshire, was taken over by a for-profit private
company, Circle.

®Heralded by Labour’s Tony Blair, Private Finance Initiative
(PFI) contracts - under which hospitals are built and
maintained - are licences for private corporations to make
vast profits at the expense of NHS funds.

d ®Mega-expensive PFl schemes have put 22 health trusts
'R injeopardy of becoming bankrupt. But instead of scrapping
l these rip-off schemes, health secretary Andrew Lansley has
agreed to subsidise the contracts with £1.5 billion of public
money!
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= s i ' - ®Kill the Bill. Stop Tory health minister Andrew Lansley |
and the Con-Dems turning the clock back on health care
in Britain. We want free, accessible, high quality and
publicly funded healthcare

®No cuts, closures or job losses in the NHS

®No mergers, or any other ‘reorganisation’, on anything
other than clinical grounds

. ®End the postcode lottery. Fully-funded, high quality,
health care should be accessible in every area

®Kick big business out of the NHS. End PFl and refuse to
pay the debt

®Nationalise the pharmaceutical companies under
democratic control and integrate them into the NHS

“| ®Formass action to defend the NHS with trade union
strike action at its heart
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®The Socialist Party calls on the trade unions and
community NHS campaigns to unite and fight to
stop Lansley’s Bill and the threats to our NHS and \,

instead demand a fully funded, publicly owned and Q
democratically run health service.

®The move to Foundation Trust hospitals (another Labour inspired
scheme) will increase ‘competition” between hospitals for resources
and lead to more cuts and closures.
Under the Health and Social Care Bill self-governing Foundation
. Trusts will also be allowed to raise 49% of funds through non-NHS transferred to GP consortia under the government’s
work. In other words, prioritising higher fee-paying private patients Health and Social Care Bill. A clear admission that

over NHS patients. the Con-Dems intend to privatise the NHS.
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@A leaked NHS report last year spelt out how
private companies will direct the commissioning of
patient services when 80% of the health budget is
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