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NATIONALISE 
THEM NOW!

Pete Mason

Energy bills have risen by 40% since 
2007. 15% of households are living 
in fuel poverty – crushed by bills 
and facing an impossible choice: 

food or fuel? Meanwhile, Phil Bentley, for-
mer boss of Centrica, snatched between £13 
and £15 million in pay, shares and pension 
pot when he left earlier this year. 

‘Competition’ and the ‘free 
market’ in energy, the fictional 

big business solution to the 
endemic corruption and 
bribery that infests capital-
ism, has ended in a com-
plete failure – a cartel of six 
identical money-grabbing 

companies.
Now, as a result of 

Miliband’s threats – not 
to nationalise or lower 
energy prices 

but merely to limit prices to their current 
exorbitant levels for 20 months – the big 
six threaten to pull the plug on Britain’s 
energy supplies and ‘freeze the jobs and 
livelihoods’ of the 600,000 workers in the 
industry.

The vast majority can see that privatisa-
tion has proved once again a licence for 
daylight robbery. Four out of five people 
realise that the big energy companies ‘max-
imise their profits at the expense of custom-

ers’, YouGov found last week. 
The energy market has ‘consistently 

failed’ both the public and the 
investment needs of Britain, Ed 
Miliband told the big six. These 
companies put short-term profit 
before long-term planning.

Socialists call for the immediate 
nationalisation of the 

energy industry (with 
compensation to those 
in proven need only) – 

but let’s not leave the old 
bosses in charge. This is 

what happened when 
Labour nationalised 
the energy and other 

industries decades ago, retaining the old 
regime of anti-worker mismanagement, 
sloth and corruption.

A nationalised energy industry should in-
stead be managed democratically, centred 
on elected representatives of the workers 
through their unions, who would remain 
on a skilled workers’ wage. Together with 
a socialist government, a democratically 
drawn-up plan for a carbon-free energy in-
dustry could then be implemented, guaran-
teeing existing jobs and creating thousands 
more.

Drawing in a nationalised transport in-
dustry, socialist public ownership can pri-
oritise lower prices and protect the envi-
ronment, instead of funnelling vast profits, 
dividends and payouts to a few bosses and 
big shareholders.

Two-thirds of the population know na-

tionalisation is the right thing to do, but they 
don’t have a mass political party which rep-
resents them. Labour rejects this solution. It 
goes without saying that the Con-Dems are 
not on our side. 

The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (www.tusc.org.uk), which includes the 
Socialist Party and the RMT transport un-
ion, pledges to ‘Invest in a publicly owned 
and controlled renewable energy’ sector 
and to ‘produce for need, not profit, and 
design goods for reuse and recycling’. Let’s 
make this the music of the future. 
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Tory conference has not yet heard 
from Prime Minister David Cameron 
but already it’s apparent that the 
crucial words “Even more misery” 

have been omitted from the conference cen-
tre’s billboard. Currently it only reads: “for 
hardworking people”. Chancellor George Os-
borne’s vision of even more savage cuts until 
2020 gave the lie to that.

Osborne’s Orwellian new idea, ‘help to work’, 
is more like help to the workhouse for the 
212,000 people who have been out of work for 
two years or more. Long-term unemployment 
has soared by 390% under the Con-Dems. The 
government’s own Office for Budget Responsi-
bility estimates that one million jobs in the pub-
lic sector will be lost by 2015.

Following the Labour Party conference the 
week before, representatives of the ‘big six’ 
energy companies have been threatening a 
blackout in response to Ed Miliband’s timid 
plan to freeze energy prices for 20 months. 
Mark Steel quotes Neil Woodford, the largest 
shareholder in the energy company Centrica, 
in the Independent: “If Centrica can’t make 
money supplying electricity then they won’t 
supply it. The lights will go off, the economy 
will shut down.”

But Con-Dem cuts are forcing ‘hardworking 
people’, and would-be ‘hardworking people’ 
who cannot find work or enough work, to turn 
the lights off on themselves. Real Life Reform 
researchers found that low-income families 
in the north of England are typically spending 
£3.30 a person a day on food. 

Energy bills eat up over 10% of their in-
come and that’s during the summer months, 
estimated to double once the cold weather 
hits, so many have to choose between eat-
ing and heating. Food banks have reported 
they’re under pressure to provide food which 
doesn’t need to be cooked as people can’t 

afford to turn their cookers on! Separate 
research found that half of people going to 
the parasitic £2 billion-pay day loan sector 
sought help with bills.

So it isn’t surprising that Ed Miliband’s 
speech, with its talk of action on sky-rocket-
ing fuel bills, childcare, apprenticeships and 
votes at 16, appears as a welcome relief from 
the onslaught of Con-Dem cuts: bedroom tax, 
universal credit, benefit caps, job cuts and so 
on. An Ipsos Mori poll for Mumsnet found La-
bour 13 points ahead of the Tories.

But a price freeze is akin to attempting 
to empty the ocean with an egg-cup when it 
comes to addressing the problems faced by 
working class people in Breadline Britain. 
Bills are already too high. Almost seven out of 
ten people are in favour of renationalising the 
energy companies. The energy companies’ 
response to the mild threat from Miliband to 
stop the profits free-for-all will only increase 
the demand for renationalisation.

Renationalisation
Socialists call for the immediate renationali-
sation of the energy companies, and the en-
tire industry, under democratic workers’ con-
trol and management. This should form part 
of a democratic socialist plan for the econo-
my. Given that ‘big six’ shareholders received 
£7 billion in dividends last year most people 
will agree that compensation should only be 
paid on the basis of proven need. 

Miliband and Labour have, however, made 
it crystal clear that they will not take this step, 
or any that seriously threatens big business. 
In interviews with the increasingly more right-
wing BBC following the speech, Miliband in-
sisted that he was in favour of ‘responsible 
capitalism’. There is nothing ‘responsible’ 
about the energy companies’ threat to switch 

off the lights following Miliband’s modest pro-
posal to slightly trim their profits.

Capitalism is a system built on exploitation 
for profit for the 1%. It is necessarily ‘irrespon-
sible’ to the needs of 99% of the world’s pop-
ulation. That’s why a socialist transformation 
that puts the wealth of society into the hands 
of the working class under a democratic plan 
is needed. 

Labour, however, does not stand for social-
ism – despite Osborne comparing Miliband 
to Marx. But many looking for a lead from 
Labour would support socialist policies. They 
will be disappointed. Labour Party confer-
ence voted overwhelmingly for renationali-
sation of the railways – but the Guardian re-
ported that senior Labour sources signalled 
that the leadership was prepared to ignore 
the motions in its election manifesto.

CWU general secretary Billy Hayes argued 
that Labour could scotch Royal Mail privati-
sation by promising to renationalise the ser-
vice if elected in 2015. Postal workers will be 
angered to read Labour so-called rising star 
Chuka Umunna’s comments in the Huffing-
ton Post: “Our immediate priority on entering 
office … would be to safeguard the services 
consumers and businesses get from a priva-
tised Royal Mail.”

While the few policies coming out of La-
bour conference will be welcome they will 
not compensate for Labour’s anti-working 
class record: introducing health privatisation 
and tuition fees, maintaining the anti-trade 
union laws and prosecuting wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan in government. Labour councils 
are still passing on Con-Dem cuts and putting 
council employees on zero-hour contracts. 
The Labour-led government in Wales is slash-
ing the NHS, closing A&E services across 
south Wales.

A warning for Labour comes from France. 

President Francois Hollande made pre-elec-
tion promises to tax anyone earning over a 
million euros at a rate of 75%. He has failed 
spectacularly to deliver, attacking pensions 
and promising greater spending cuts. Now 
Hollande, with an approval rating of 23%, is 
a strong contender for least popular French 
president of all time. This could be the future 
for a Labour government that is committed to 
maintaining Con-Dem spending cuts.

It is also a warning to the trade union lead-
ers who argue that fighting for a Labour vic-
tory in 2015 is the best way to fight the cuts. 
And to those who seek to reclaim Labour for 
the working class. The Labour leadership 
displayed utter contempt for the votes of del-
egates at the party’s conference.

New voice
It is also attempting to kill off any remnants of 
the collective voice of the working class in the 
party. Unions must debate how to build a new 
mass political voice for the working class. The 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (www.
tusc.org.uk) represents steps in this direc-
tion. A new party must be part and parcel of 
the struggle against austerity.

There is a mood to fight – the marvellous 
demo in Manchester made that abundantly 
clear, as have the reports from the picket 
lines of the teachers and firefighters’ strikes. 
No doubt members of the FBU, NUT and 
NASUWT unions will be disappointed that the 
firefighters march on 16 October could not 
have been coordinated with the next round 
of regional teachers’ strikes, including in Lon-
don, on the day after. Such coordination is 
urgently needed – and it is demanded. The 
demand for the TUC to name the date for a 
24-hour general strike remains key and must 
be central.

Capitalist parties offer nothing to the 99%

Geoff Jones

The world is heating up – this is now 
beyond argument. A report from the 
UN has now backed the 97% of cli-
mate scientists who believe human 
activity to be the main cause. 

The latest report from the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) – set up by the Unit-
ed Nations and the World Meteoro-
logical Organisation in 1988 – was 
produced by 34 scientists from 15 
countries. Their conclusion? Cli-
mate change, brought about by hu-
man activity, is already happening. 
The only argument is over the scale 
of the catastrophe.

The IPCC concludes that since 
the 1950s, many of the observed 
changes are unprecedented. The at-
mosphere and ocean have warmed, 
glaciers and the polar ice-caps have 
shrunk, the sea level has risen, and 
the concentrations of ‘greenhouse 
gases’ methane and carbon dioxide 
have increased. The rate of sea level 
rise since the mid-19th century has 
been greater than in the last 2,000 
years. Erratic and disastrous weath-
er events – hurricanes, floods and 
drought – increase as the world’s 
weather patterns are disrupted.

The report concludes that human 
influence has been the main cause 
of warming since the mid-20th cen-
tury. Continuing to burn ‘fossil fu-
els’ – oil, coal and natural gas – along 
with rising deforestation, will cause 
further warming and changes in 
every aspect of the world’s climate. 

It states: “Most aspects of climate 
change will persist for many cen-
turies even if emissions of carbon 
dioxide are stopped... Limiting cli-
mate change will require substantial 
and sustained reductions of green-
house gas emissions.” However, the 
report cautiously holds back from 
discussing the human consequenc-
es of climate change – droughts, 
food shortages, rising sea levels – 
which have been detailed even in 
mainstream media like the National 

Geographic magazine. Nor does it 
make any suggestions for action that 
governments should take.

So what has been the response? 
Around the world, government re-
actions range from outright refusal 
to accept scientific fact (Tony Ab-
bott, newly elected Australian PM) 
to wringing hands but refusing to act 
(Barack Obama). In the UK, the Con-
Dems, who once claimed to be the 
‘greenest government ever’, now back 
the environmentally damaging pro-

cess of ‘fracking’ while cutting sup-
port for renewables – wind, tidal and 
solar power. 

Ironically, for those who argue 
that anything we do would be futile 
while China continues to build coal-
fired power stations, China not only 
manufactures 80% of the world’s 
solar panels, but is installing renew-
able energy faster than any other 
country.

For workers in Britain, energy 
company Centrica’s cancellation of 

plans to expand gas storage capac-
ity because the Con-Dems failed 
to provide enough subsidy shows 
exactly who calls the shots. Big en-
ergy companies, interested only in 
profits, will always go the ‘quick and 
dirty’ route. The only way forward, 
not just for British workers, but for 
the future of the planet, is the dem-
ocratic renationalisation of the big 
energy companies. 

Workers internationally must 
join together in demanding a pro-
gramme for the reduction and final 
elimination of fossil fuel energy gen-
eration world-wide, coupled with a 
programme to help those commu-
nities – mainly in the poorest areas 
of the world – damaged by climate 
change and rising sea levels.

Big business puts profits before environment 

A programme for tackling greenhouse gas emissions needs nationalisation under democratic workers’ control 

Campaigning for a socialist 
solution to environmental 
catastrophe photo Paul Mattsson
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“Join me and I will save Southmead, says 
Darth Vader”

This was the Bristol Post headline that 
reported how 78-year old David Prowse, who 

was the man inside the villain’s costume in 
the original Star Wars film, is campaigning to 

save Southmead youth centre.
“As someone who has used this youth centre during my 

time in Bristol, I know how important it is for children in the 
community,” said Prowse, who also played the Green Cross 

Code man in the 1980s road safety campaign.
No wonder stormtroopers are starting to read the Socialist!

What we 
heard

Join the fightback! Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk • Phone 020 8988 8777 • Text 07761 818206

Tory millionaire tells Britain:
‘Back to the workhouse!’ Them...

...& Us

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Dirty donor
A money broker run by big Tory party do-
nor and former party treasurer Michael 
Spencer has been fined £55 million for 
Libor interest rate rigging.
Spencer, who owns 16% of the City 
dealer Icap, has donated £4.8 million 
to the Conservatives.
Libor affects £300 trillion of financial 
dealings internationally. Icap email re-
cords have shown rewards including 
increased bonuses, champagne and a 
Ferrari on offer for rate rigging.
Spencer, who has enjoyed private din-
ners with David Cameron after donat-
ing, was Tory treasurer while some of 
the rigging took place. The Tories claim 
calls for the party to give up Spencer’s 
donations to charity are “nonsense”.

Dodgy dealers
But maybe Mr Spencer can seek soli-
darity from his JP Morgan brothers in 
the US. The country’s biggest bank is 
facing a $11 billion settlement to stop 
investigations into the bank selling bad 
mortgage bonds. You know, the sort of 
thing that resulted in the banking crisis.
This is after the bank was fined $920 
million in September for the “unsafe 
and unsound practices” that enabled 
the dodgy dealings of traders like the 
London Whale, who lost £6.2 billion.
Meanwhile, back in Britain, the Finan-
cial Conduct Authority has slated small 
and medium lending firms for mishan-
dling two-thirds of Payment Protection 
Insurance claims.
US budget crisis: see 
socialistalternative.org

Helping your own
‘Stop the banker bashing,’ Tory chan-
cellor George Osborne would say. He’s 
bringing the European Union to court 
over limits on banker’s bonuses.
From January, EU laws will limit bank-
ers’ bonuses to just 100% of salary (or 
200% with shareholder agreement). 
Can’t you just feel the bankers’ pain?
But don’t worry. George is taking legal 
action as he believes it will make the 
financial sector ‘riskier’. Unlike that vir-
tually risk-free bonus-filled banking sec-
tor that’s described above.

Tax fat cats - not bedrooms
David Cameron has said that reversing 
the Con-Dems’ cuts in corporation tax 
would be “nuts”.
However, a Sunday People survey has 
shown that there’s one tax cut that a 
majority of people would support.
60% said the bedroom tax – which 
steals money from 660,000 poor 
households – should be abolished.
This has increased from 45% in Feb-
ruary. Even a third of Tory voters now 
think it should be scrapped.
Bedroom tax arrears continue to esca-
late – as tenants can’t pay. In just 12 
Merseyside housing associations, ar-
rears have increased by £2.2 million in 
a year.

Entrepreneur’s instinct 
Never miss the opportunity to make 
money out of death, or so might say 
the stall holders at the Tory party con-
ference. Margaret Thatcher memorial 
goods include babygrows displaying the 
slogan “iron baby”.
Also on offer is an (adult) T-shirt with 
“you turn if you want to” scribed on the 
front. Maybe the back points out that 
she was forced to turn – and resign – 
after a mass non-payment campaign of 
18 million people, led by Militant (fore-
runner of the Socialist Party) forced the 
Tories to get rid of the poll tax.
Or maybe not.

Blair Force One takes off
When in office, Tony Blair considered 
having a personal prime ministerial jet. 
Alas, the idea was grounded due to cost.
But now, free of the poverty that be-
ing PM entails, and helped by charging 
€400,000 an hour for giving speeches 
along with the income of dictator advi-
sory firm Tony Blair Associates, he has 
been able to fly in style.
The £30 million Bombardier Global Ex-
press BD-700 costs £7,000 an hour to 
hire. For that, you get your own 2,100 
cubic feet cabin, which can include a 
luxury state room with a double bed 
and bathroom.
However, it’s not been reported wheth-
er the millionaire war-monger has 
asked for missiles to be included in his 
plane rental package.

Ken Douglas

Millionaire chancellor George Os-
borne announced at Tory confer-
ence a plan to keep the country on 
rations until 2020!

Sentencing ordinary people to 
another seven lean years he might as 
well have been Joseph interpreting 
the Pharaoh’s dream for all that his 
analysis had any basis in reality. But 
his message that those hit hardest 
by the cuts are going to be hit even 
harder was the chilling conclusion.

Hard-pressed families are facing 
£22 billion of cuts to benefits and tax 
credits, 70% of which will hit fami-
lies with children. Osborne’s family 
won’t be hit - he has a personal for-
tune of over £4 million and stands to 
inherit even more from the family 
business, along with a knighthood.

Doing his best impression of Mr 
Bumble, the beadle in Dickens’ 
Oliver Twist, Osborne unwittingly 
invoked the memory of the hated 
Victorian workhouses that slowly 
starved the poor to death.

There has been no austerity for 
the rich though. The number of mil-
lionaires in the country has doubled 
in the last two years with an addi-
tional 32 billionaires created.

Flipping hypocrisy
People shouldn’t get benefits for 
nothing, he declared. This from the 
MP who ‘flipped’ his housing ex-
penses allowance to get his mort-
gages paid off on his mansion in 
Cheshire and his house in London – 
ending up with a profit of hundreds 
of thousands of pounds. 

But in reality his speech under-
lines the political bankruptcy of the 
Con-Dem coalition.

“Without a credible economic 
plan you simply don’t have a liv-
ing standards plan,” he declared in 
a jibe at Ed Miliband’s announce-
ment that Labour would trim the 
fingernails of the gas and electricity 
cartels with a two-year price freeze. 
But Osborne’s economic plan has 
no credibility.

The so-called deficit reduction 
strategy, which was forecast to 
balance the books by 2015 on the 
back of an economic recovery, has 
comprehensively failed. Laid bare, 
however, is the growing inequality 
caused by the Con-Dems’ attacks on 
living standards and public services 
– the government of millionaires’ 
real agenda.

Osborne tried to pin the blame on 
the 1997-2010 Labour governments, 
saying that historically it always fell 
to the Conservatives to undo the 
damage done by ‘socialism’. But it 
was the Thatcher government who 
smashed Britain’s manufacturing, 
deregulated finance and let rip the 
credit and housing bubbles that led 
to the crash in 2008.

Little difference
Blair and Brown’s New Labour sim-
ply carried on the policies put in 
place by the Tories. Commenting on 
Osborne’s speech, Benedict Brogan 
in the Daily Telegraph summed this 
up: “For most Tories, let’s admit it, 
life under Labour came to be no bet-

ter or worse than if they had been in 
charge.”

The Tories appear confident that 
attacking benefits is a sure route to 
popularity but there are signs of un-
ease even among the faithful that, 
particularly in the current supposed 

economic recovery, their policies 
have resulted in a steep decline in 
living standards, unprecedented in 
the post-war period. That is why Os-
borne pledged not to raise fuel duty, 
and why a Tory declared at the con-
ference that they would be mad to 
oppose Miliband’s proposal.

Faulty forecast
The chancellor concluded: “For the 
sun has started to rise above the hill 
and the future looks brighter than 
it did just a few years ago.” The sun, 
however, has always continued to 
shine on the rich, who in this period 
of austerity have been enjoying the 
financial equivalent of a heatwave. 

Osborne’s speech does show, as 
did Miliband’s before him, that they 
can dimly begin to sense the huge 
anger developing against the cuts 
and the obscene wealth that contin-
ues to be accumulated. 

The only thing that is holding 
that anger back is the leadership 
of the TUC who again failed to do 
anything except reassure the Tories 
that they would not rock the boat 
too much. However, the Tories, the 
Lib Dems and New Labour will be 
making a huge error if they mistake 
the mood of the TUC leaders for the 
mood of the working class.

Manchester Tory conference protesters photo A Ford

People shouldn’t get 
benefits for nothing, 
Osborne declared. 
This from the MP 
who ‘flipped’ his 
housing expenses 
allowance to get 
his mortgages paid 
off on his mansion 
in Cheshire and his 
house in London 
– ending up with a 
profit of hundreds 
of thousands of 
pounds

photo A Roberts
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In brief

Grangemouth
Unite members at the Grange-
mouth oil refinery in Scotland have 
voted overwhelmingly to strike 
over the unfair treatment of union 
convenor Stevie Deans. Stevie is 
also chair of Falkirk Labour Party. 
He was suspended from the party 
after the Labour leadership falsely 
accused Unite of interfering in the 
selection of a new parliamentary 
candidate. 
The Grangemouth management 
then used this as an excuse to sus-
pend him. He was reinstated after 
a walkout by the workforce but has 
been under ‘investigation’ since.
Now 81.4% of the Unite member-
ship has voted to strike in his 
defence, on a 86% turnout.
Unite is calling on refinery owners 
Ineos and Petrochina to “step 
back from the brink” and has also 
contacted BP who own the Forties 
pipeline, which Grangemouth pow-
ers and which provides 30% of the 
UK’s North Sea oil.

Royal Mail
Communication Workers Union 
(CWU) members are balloting for 
strike action over pay, pensions 
and privatisation. The result is due 
on 16 October. But the govern-
ment is attempting to push ahead 
with privatisation by publishing a 
prospectus and likely share prices. 
Trading is due to begin on 11 
October. The earliest strike date is 
23 October.

Crown Post Offices
CWU members working in the 372 
Crown Post Offices were on strike 
on 30 September and 1 October 
over closures, jobs and pay. 1,500 
jobs are under threat and the 
workforce has not had a pay rise 
since April 2011. Senior managers 
have enjoyed a bonus pot of £15.4 
million and the Post Office posted 
profits of £94 million in August this 
year.

UCU ballot
Members of the University and Col-
lege Union working in Higher Edu-
cation are balloting for industrial 
action over pay. The ballot closes 
on 10 October. After four years of 
effective pay cuts, their pay has 
dropped by 13% since 2009. Uni-
son and Unite members are also 
voting over the same issue.

Uplands school
Three suspended NUT members at 
Uplands Junior School, Leicester 
have been reinstated following a 
heroic struggle including strike 
action. The headteacher has been 
suspended.
NUT members had taken strike ac-
tion opposing plans to axe several 
teaching assistants’ jobs before 
the summer holidays. There were 
also concerns about the behavior 
of the headteacher and governing 
body at the school.
It has emerged that the now 
suspended and discredited head 
Tim Luckcock (yes I have spelt his 
name correctly) and the governing 
body spent over £48,000 on legal 
fees in the last year – a phenom-
enal amount for a school. This 
would have paid for the classroom 
teachers they sacked in the school 
reorganisation. 
Unfortunately three teaching assis-
tants have been made redundant. 
Unison and GMB members have 
vowed to continue the struggle 
with a new appeal.
Heather Rawling

“Stand up for education - 
Gove must go!” is what 
hundreds of teach-
ers were chanting as 

they marched through Nottingham 
on the day of their strike. The well 
supported march and rally was ap-
plauded by passers-by as it made its 
way through the streets into the city 
centre. This made a big difference to 
the teachers who were saying “it’s 
good that parents realise we’re strik-
ing for their children”.

One teacher spoke to the Social-
ist: “It’s a myth that teachers have 
short working days, long holidays 
and easy work. We’re concerned 
that children have enough pressure 
already, they should enjoy primary 
school, not be set to figures and re-
sults”.

Many supported the demand for a 
national strike in November, enthu-
siastically taking the Socialist Party 
leaflet, and also the demand for co-

ordinated action with other trade 
unions.
Becci Heagney and Geraint 
Thomas

Sheffield
Around 2,000 teachers joined the 
march and rally in Sheffield. Most 
schools in Sheffield were closed but 
a few heads tried to keep schools 
open with non-union staff, so were 
picketed. 
There was strong support for the 
Socialist Party petition, “Sack Gove, 
not teachers,” calling for national 
strike action. 

Toby, Sheffield NUT joint divi-
sional secretary, told me that there 
needs to be a plan for sustained in-
dustrial action, a strategy to defeat 
Gove, not just protest. And many 
teachers said that they need to link 
up with other public sector workers 
like firefighters and postal workers. 

At the packed-out indoor rally, the 
TUC rep called for “mass indus-
trial action” and NUT general sec-
retary Christine Blower called for 
coordinated strike action. Teachers 
will demand that they keep to their 
words.
Alistair Tice

Leicester
Young teachers proved Beth Davis, 
NUT president wrong when they 
took strike action and demonstrat-
ed to defend education and teach-
ers’ pay and condition. At a Leices-
ter City NUT meeting she had said 
young teachers weren’t interested 
in striking to defend pensions. 

Yet in a rousing speech at the 
demo rally, a young teacher Har-
deep Kang explained why young 
teachers were supporting the NUT: 
“Generations of teachers before us 
fought, campaigned and defended 

teachers and education. Young 
teachers can’t sit back and let the 
government dismantle state educa-
tion. It’s our job to defend their hard 
won gains.”

About 300 teachers, young and 
old, marched through Leicester in-
cluding teachers from the troubled 
Uplands Junior School. 

The firefighters are keen to link 
their struggle with the teachers. 
Rank and file FBU members have 
called for teachers and firefighters 
to strike together on 17 October. 
This would be a magnificent show 
of solidarity and opposition to the 
government’s austerity measures. 
It could be a means of building for 
a 24-hour general strike to unite all 
workers affected by worsening pen-
sions, pay and working conditions. 
It could force the government to lis-
ten to the voice of working people.
Heather Rawling
NUT life member

Teachers in the Midlands, Yorkshire and Eastern regions walked out on 1 October in an impressive show of strength. 
Thousands of NUT and NASUWT union members attended rallies and demonstrated their anger at education secretary 
Michael Gove’s attacks on pay and conditions. Reports are still coming in but these are a sample.  
For updates see: www.socialistparty.org.uk

Solid support for teachers’ strike

One of many enthusiastic rallies and picket lines photo Heather Rawling

Simon Robinson
Leicester NUT, personal capacity

Rushey Mead School is a large sec-
ondary school in Leicester. It has 
been an ‘outstanding’ school for 
years and has strong links to the lo-
cal community. 

It is also a brand new school 
building, one of the last few to get 
this funding before the government 
pulled the plug.

Leicester is still a relatively acad-
emy free city. So it came as a shock 
to staff, students and parents when 
school management announced 
last year that the school would be 
‘exploring’ the idea of converting 
into an academy.

Angry teachers met immediately 
and agreed to send a message of 
opposition to the governors. Over 
80 letters were sent to the next gov-
ernors’ meeting, only to be ignored! 
The Rushey Mead anti-academy 
campaign was therefore launched 
with the aim of organising staff, par-
ents and students. 

The NUT spent the summer break 
campaigning, leafleting festivals 
and local housing. We are now in 
the middle of the ‘consultation’ pe-
riod, ending early in October.

A successful meeting of parents 
and staff – past and present – heard 
the Leicester City council education 
leaders and the Mayor voice their 
opposition to the academy and fully 
support the campaign!

Various reasons for the plans are 

given – financial advantages, being 
able to ‘support’ failing schools and 
other ‘freedoms’ are quoted at us. 
The reality is that the school man-
agement see the future of the school 
as an academy ‘business’ – already 
a Teaching School, it will oversee a 
‘family’ of primaries and even larger 
schools while selling services and 
support.

The ‘Executive Head’ of a lo-
cal academy, Ash Field Academy, 
David Bateson OBE, is also on the 
management board of Rushey Mead 
Teaching School. 

Ash Field became an academy 18 
months ago and has just unveiled a 
new pay and conditions policy that 
dismantles everything that the NUT 
and other unions have won within 
Leicester City.

There is no doubt that this will be 
the future for staff at Rushey Mead 
should it become an academy! 

We demand that the school stays 
within the local authority. Gove 
sees Leicester as a thorn in the 
side of his academy strategy – we 
refuse to let him get a foot in the 
door of the city! 

Dave Walsh

Workers at the King and Fowler 
metal finishing firm in Liverpool 
have achieved a stunning victory 
after six one-day strikes. Their 
action came about after six years 
without a pay rise and mistreat-
ment from their anti-trade union 
boss who refused to recognise 
Unite the Union.

The result of their action was 
a 3% pay award with immediate 
effect, along with a two-year deal 
of 2.5% in April 2014 and 2% in 
April 2015. They also secured an 
agreement for time and a half for 
bank holidays and overtime as 
well as time in lieu for all hours 
worked on bank holidays. 

As well as these improvements 
Unite has now secured a rec-
ognition agreement which was 
achieved after it built its mem-
bership from 18 to 48 - the vast 
majority of the workforce.

Dot who works at King and 
Fowler said: “people like us 
needed to make a stand and we 
did make a stand”. Donna Ber-
nard from Unite said: “The union 
will stand firm with its members 
when faced with ruthless bosses 
who think they can get away with 
treating their workers in this 
way”.

The fight against academies in LeicesterLiverpool pay 
victory

Leicester is a thorn in the side of Gove’s strategy photo Heather Rawling

Unimpressed by the education secretary... photo Alistair Tice
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Paul Gerrard

“I’m on less money than I was 15 
years ago. It’s very difficult… you 
worry about whether you’re going to 
lose your home.” Striking care work-
er Karen Shatwell, explained on TV 
why she was on strike against cuts in 
wages and conditions imposed by 
Future Directions in Rochdale. Her 
wages have been slashed by nearly 
£500 a month.

Faced with up to 30% wage cuts 

Future Directions staff have al-
ready had 20 strike days since the 
dispute started in May. Now Uni-
son has authorised a further ten 
days of action. 

This is unprecedented backing for 
the 110 workers involved, and shows 
how important it is that they win. As 
well as the strike action Unison is 
pursuing employment tribunals for 
all the staff. If successful they will 
probably bankrupt the company.

The workers have had several 
lively and popular rallies in the 

town, but the real enemy is the Cal-
derstones NHS Trust 20 miles away 
because – believe it or not – it owns 
Future Directions. So on the first 
day of their latest bout of strike ac-
tion Unison members took the bat-
tle to Calderstones and held a noisy 
protest outside the annual mem-
bers’ meeting of the Trust. Sheepish 
men in suits winced as they had to 
walk past the demo on the way from 
their, no doubt, copious lunch to the 
AGM.

Paula Braynion is Calderstones 

Director of Operations and Nursing 
as well as being Managing Director 
of Future Directions. She recently 
received an ‘undisclosed’ pay rise 
‘in view of her extra duties’!

All the directors are still on their 
NHS salaries, all the while trying to 
pick up social care contracts across 
the North West in a strategy which 
John Morrison, Unison steward, 
describes as “expansion through 
exploitation”. 

He added: “We’re still striking, 
still fighting. 98% of us have elected 
to carry on the dispute, and we will 
continue till they negotiate – or we’ll 
see them in court”.
•	 Messages of support to John at 

morrisonmoz1@aol.com
•	 Donations to Helen Harrison of 

Rochdale Unison, 46 Richard 
Street, Rochdale, OL11 1DU

 Rochdale care workers dig in

These workers are suffering 
massive attacks on their living 

standards because a quasi pri-
vate company, Future Directions 
– which is actually owned by an 
NHS trust – has won a bid to pro-
vide social care for people with 
disabilities. This service was once 
provided by Rochdale council. The 
company previously operating the 
contract pulled out, declaring it 
could not provide the service with-
out making cuts.

Being at the mercy of a net-
work of increasingly cost-cutting 
organisations is the future for 
health and other public service 
workers unless these public sec-
tor vandals are stopped in their 
tracks.

It is important that the Future Directions staff win this dispute photo Paul Gerrard
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Matt Kilsby
Salford Socialist Party

On 29 September well over 
50,000 protesters descended 
on Manchester to tell the To-
ries that they and their poli-

cies are not welcome in the city. Earlier 
in the day, Socialist Party members from 
across Greater Manchester had taken 
part in a 400-strong feeder march from 
Salford. Three coach loads of protesters 
came from Bolton, largely thanks to an 
inspiring anti-bedroom tax campaign 
that has united trade unionists and 
housing association tenants.

Joan Pritchard-Jones, Unison stew-
ard and care worker in Bolton, told the 
Socialist: “It is great to see so many like-
minded people here to defend our NHS 
and to show our disgust at the unprece-
dented Tory attacks on our public servic-
es”. Another protester from Salford told us 
that: “the Con-Dems are only interested 
in profit and don’t care for the working 
class; that’s why we must stop them.”

In the run-up to the conference peo-
ple from Manchester and neighbouring 
towns and cities were disgusted to hear 
reports that delegates to the Tory confer-
ence were to enjoy free transport around 
the city. Meanwhile, a huge area of public 
space around the conference venue  and 

the swanky Midland Hotel where most 
delegates are staying had been fenced 
off, staffed by a massive police presence. 
All this in a city where a shocking num-
ber of people are living in poverty and 

feeling the sharp end of the cuts.
Reportedly the biggest demonstration 

in Manchester since Peterloo in 1819, 
there was a defiant and angry mood 
against the Tories’ plans for the NHS, pri-
vatisation, the bedroom tax and massive 

spending cuts that are causing misery to 
millions. As protesters gathered at the 
start of the march in central Manches-
ter, it became clear that the number of 
marchers far exceeded the 25,000 that 
the TUC had estimated in the preceding 
days. It took more than two hours for all 
the protesters to reach the start of the 
march. At its biggest the demo stretched 
for a mile through Manchester.

As it set off, speakers from the NSSN 
spurred on the marchers from an alterna-
tive platform at the side of the road. There 
were massive cheers for every call for mass 
co-ordinated strike action and the need 
for a 24-hour general strike to not only 
defend the NHS but defeat austerity itself. 

Link up the struggles
As the NSSN leaflet given out on the demo 
said: “We lobbied the TUC Congress 
earlier this month to call on the unions 
to organise a 24-hour general strike. But 
a strike this autumn that coordinated 
all those unions and workers currently 
in dispute – the teachers, firefighters, 
Royal Mail workers, civil servants and 
lecturers, alongside the many others 
taking action every day like the One 
Housing workers in London and the 
victorious Wigan Hovis strikers  – would 
be a massive step in this direction.”

Marching through the city centre, we 
received warm applause from Sunday 
shoppers and passers-by. As we reached 
the conference venue, the march slowed 
down as protesters delivered a hail of 
boos to passing Tory delegates.

It was noted that a number of La-
bour Party members and local council-
lors joined the protests. While we are 
pleased that the Labour Party finally 
appears to be providing a modicum of 
opposition to the government, turning 

up on a march against the Tories sim-
ply does not go far enough. If Labour 
councillors really were prepared to fight 
alongside us, they would vote against 
and refuse to implement Tory cuts that 
are having a devastating impact on our 
public services and jobs.

Socialist Party on the march
Throughout the protest, Socialist Party 
members were chanting slogans and 
raising the demand for a 24-hour gen-
eral strike to defend the NHS, fight aus-
terity and sweep away this rotten coali-
tion government, backed up by the huge 
party banner along the assembly point 
and many stalls, gazebos, posters and 
flags throughout the route. 

This demand certainly chimed with 
huge numbers of protesters who were 
eager to sign our petitions, buy the So-
cialist and discuss with us how we can 
make a general strike a reality. Hun-
dreds of copies of the Socialist paper 
were sold with dozens of people want-
ing to join the Socialist Party.

Paddy Dillon, PCS rep from Manches-
ter who attended the march with mem-

bers from his union branch, told us: “Me 
and my fellow members have been out 
on strike a number of times over the last 
12 months. But it is only by the unions get-
ting together and coordinating strike ac-
tion that we can kick out this government”.

There was a clear recognition from the 
protesters on Sunday that demonstra-
tions on their own will not bring down 
the Tory government. Marches are ex-
cellent for raising consciousness among 
the working class, but it’s only by hitting 
the government where it hurts, through 
industrial action, that we can start to 
make meaningful gains.

Everyone on the march, every trade 
unionist, community campaigner and ac-
tivist together can make a general strike a 
reality. So get your union branch to adopt 
the model National Shop Stewards Net-
work model motion, which calls for a gen-
eral strike (below). Organise a local debate 
and get coverage in your local paper.

We must do whatever we can do to 
add force to the idea that marching is 
one thing (and we did that again in huge 
numbers in Manchester), but that it is 
mass industrial action that can kick out 
this government of millionaires.

It has just been officially announced that 
both the A&E and maternity service at 
Chase Farm Hospital in Enfield, north Lon-
don will close and be re-located to two other 
north London hospitals by December 2013.

The threat to these services at Chase 
Farm began under the last Labour gov-
ernment, and there has been a long run-
ning and well-supported local campaign 
in support of keeping existing services 
at Chase Farm. This has included large 
demonstrations, a massive local petition 
and the election of two councillors to En-
field Council on the ‘Save Chase Farm’ 
party ticket from 2006-2010. Enfield 
North Tory MP Nick de Bois has publicly 
come out in opposition to the decision 
and supports the legal action now being 
taken by Enfield’s Labour council to de-
lay these decisions.

Clinical reasoning?
The Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
claims these changes will bring an improve-
ment in service provision, based on clinical 
reasoning. 

But Save Chase Farm ex-councillor Ki-
eran McGregor has said that 158 women 
in labour were turned away from Chase 
Farm and Barnet hospitals in 2012 be-
cause there were not enough beds. 

The CCG’s true reasons, however, were 
hinted at when two medical directors 
speaking about keeping the services at 
Chase Farm said: “There are serious con-
cerns about the sustainability of services 
going into another winter” and “What we 
are doing now is no longer sustainable”.

A wider national concern for the whole 
of the NHS is that Mike Farrar, chief ex-
ecutive of the NHS Confederation, said at 
an earlier stage of the Chase Farm down-
grading in 2011: “It is absolutely right that 
the secretary of state has taken what we 
know has been a difficult decision. Chase 
Farm has been a major test case for the 
whole NHS... There are a number of plac-
es where we need to make similar deci-
sions for service changes of varying sizes 
up and down the country. In some cases, 
this will involve taking out posts and beds 
where it is in the interests of patients.” 

The local campaigns to save services at 
Chase Farm Hospital continue, includ-
ing appealing to the workers there. We 
also need to continue to demand that the 
TUC name the day for a 24-hour general 
strike to stop this and all cuts nationally.
John Dolan
Haringey and Enfield Socialist Party

Save Chase Farm 
hospital services!

Mood for action on march against Tories

Cut queue jumping
The latest Bupa advert uses charming 
children to promote a benevolent cuddly 
image. 

If someone were to use children to, 
shall we say, oppose NHS privatisa-
tion, you can just imagine the Daily Mail 
choking on the carpet fulminating about 
indoctrination and propaganda. 

The role of Bupa is to help people with 
money to jump the queue for healthcare. 
Queue jumping is the only crime which 
carries the death penalty in Britain. In 
this case it is those at the back of the 
queue who suffer and die waiting for care 
while Bupa pushes the ones with money 
to the front. 

Medical care should be based on 

health not wealth. If I want to see a car-
diologist I have to wait months and then 
sit in an unprepossessing waiting room 
for three hours. They then take my blood 
pressure and say it is a bit high!

If a private patient wants to see the 
same cardiologist on the same NHS 
hospital they pick the date and time. 

Every Tory cut (or Labour cut come 
to that) makes more people see brib-
ing their way into healthcare as an 
unfortunate necessity and increases 
Bupa profits. We need a health service 
which would make Bupa irrelevant. The 
political elite are not interested but the 
99% are. We need a party to represent us. 
Derek McMillan

All main parties culpable 
for cuts in Wales...
News on the Monday of Labour Party 
conference was dominated by the NHS 
in Wales. The Con-Dems attempted 
to use the crisis in NHS care in Wales – 
deep cuts, rising waiting lists, queues 
of ambulances outside of hospitals, 
e m e r g e n c y care wait times – as a 

stick with which to beat 
Miliband and Labour. 
Wales, the Con-Dems 
point out, is the one area 
of the UK with a Labour 
government and the NHS 
is collapsing.

Working class people 
in Wales aren’t going 
to take lectures about 
the NHS from the Con-
Dems. We’re fully aware 
that in England, the 
Health and Social Care 
Act, with its rampant 
privatisation, is leading 
to the destruction of 
services. We consider 
ourselves fortunate not 
to have the worry about 
the same level of priva-
tisation or of the NHS 
in Wales being subject 
to new PFI schemes. 

Crisis
This doesn’t mean that we agree with Ed 
Miliband’s glowing assessment of the 
Welsh Government’s stewardship of the 
NHS in Wales. Deep cuts are damaging 

NHS services. A report in Wales 
Online last week asks whether 

the NHS in Wales will be able 
to cope over the coming 

winter. The answer is far 
from positive. 

Health unions warn that 
morale is at rock bottom. 
Welsh Labour had prom-
ised that there would not 

be redundancies in the 
Welsh NHS. Staff at Cardiff 

and Vale Health Board, facing 
384 redundancies, know how 

hollow this promise is.
Health workers report the drive to 

meet financial targets – incorporating 
cuts that will mean in the next financial 
year that spending in Wales on the NHS 

will be the lowest in the UK – threatens 
the quality of services provided. 

A letter from A&E consultants to health 
minister, Mark Drakeford, makes this 
clear: “Emergency departments across 
Wales are on their knees. Local health 
boards are being pressurised into meet-
ing their financial targets, so acute hospi-
tal beds have been closed to save money.

“The result? Our emergency depart-
ments are at the point of meltdown. Most 
days, they are seriously overcrowded. 
This jeopardises safety and puts patients 
at risk – there is clear evidence that death 
rates go up if patients requiring admis-
sion remain in emergency departments 
for hours while they wait for ward beds 
to become available. This is happening 
right here, right now, across Wales.”

Alternative needed
At Labour conference, under question-
ing from the press, Miliband was forced 
to admit that there are problems with 
NHS services in Wales but then blamed 
the Con-Dems and said that Labour was 
doing a good job of spreading the cuts 
‘fairly’ in Wales. Is this the best that a La-

bour Welsh Government can do - decide 
how best to make Con-Dem cuts? 

Working class communities of Wales 
deserve more. We need political repre-
sentatives that will stand up to the Con-
Dems, not make their cuts - representa-
tives that will fight all cuts to give us the 
NHS we need. The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition in Wales is working 
now towards giving working class voters 
the opportunity to vote for such repre-
sentatives in 2015.
Ronnie Job

...and the wacky ideas 
keep coming
Recently Labour’s Assembly Member for 
Cardiff Central, Jenny Rathbone, spoke 

to the Wales Retired Mem-
bers Branch of UCU on 
the All Wales Government 
health policy. 

This policy has been 
developed into ‘reconfigu-
ration’, where under the 
guise of reorganisation 
many Welsh communities 
will lose facilities in their 
areas.  Quite wrongly the 
supporters of this mistak-
en policy argue that it is 
not financially driven and 
would be necessary even 
if the Tories were not mak-
ing cuts.

All these arguments 

were trotted out by Jenny Rathbone who 
astounded the meeting by suggesting 
that those being treated in A&E depart-
ments resulting from their own behaviour 
should be charged for services provided. 
When asked for clarification Jenny lamely 
referred to drunks ending up in A&E!

So, not only will the people of Wales 
suffer as a result of cuts being demanded 
by a party in London that few, if any, of 
us ever vote for, but the entirely gutless 
attitude of Welsh Labour politicians in 
carrying out Tory cuts is compounded 
by their threatening us with policies any 
Tory would be proud of.  

These policies will be resisted by work-
ing class men and women across Wales 
who can rely on the total support of the 
Socialist Party in their fight.
Andrew Price

photos Paul Mattsson, 
Claire Job and Elaine 
Brunskill

Almost 

700 GPs 

are paid at least 

£200,000 a year when 

their income from private 

medicine is taken into 

account

One 

in five GP 

board members of 

Care Commissioning 

Groups has a financial stake 

in private health companies 

that their CCG has 

contracts with

145 
Lords and 

75 MPs have 
recent or current 
links to private 

healthcare

23% 

of nurses 

report being 

bullied by 

managers

A 
recent survey 

by the Royal College of 
Nursing showed that more 

than half of nurses have been 
ill from stress in the last year 

and that four fifths have 
gone to work despite 

being unwell

FIGHTING TO DEFEND OUR NHS

•	 This [union / anti-cuts organisation] welcomes the 60,000 strong TUC 

demonstration outside Tory Party conference on September 29th. 

•	 This mobilisation reflects the growing anger and frustration at 

the continuing Con-Dem austerity offensive which has been a 

disaster for working class people, the poor and an increasing 

number of middle class people.

•	 The scale of this crisis is shown by the numbers of people forced 

to use food banks and payday loan companies because of the 

savage cut in living standards due to real cuts in pay, welfare cuts 

and employment practices such as zero-hour contracts. George 

Osborne’s speech at the Tory Party conference was a clear signal 

that the Coalition intends to intensify its assault on working people.

•	 Massive local demonstrations against NHS cuts this year in 

Lewisham and Stafford as well as the huge numbers not paying 

the hated bedroom tax – 50% in Scotland – show that people 

aren’t prepared to accept these brutal cuts.

•	 The trade unions with over six million members are still the most 

powerful force in society.

•	 We call on the TUC and the trade unions to organise a 24-hour 

general strike against austerity, which would unite behind the 

union movement all those suffering from the cuts.

•	 As a vital step towards this, we call on all those unions, such 

as PCS, NUT, NASUWT, FBU, CWU, NAPO, UNITE, UNISON, RMT, 

BFAWU and others currently in dispute or planning action to 

coordinate strike action, including on the most appropriate date 

this autumn.

•	 Local strike rallies in towns and cities should then be organised 

open to all trade unionists and everyone else under attack.

www.tusc.org.uk
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Portsmouth
“Yes! Socialists! My people!” This was 
just one of many positive comments So-
cialist Students received at the Ports-
mouth University freshers fair.
There was a noticeable international 
flavour - we spoke to students from as 
far afield as Italy, Romania, China and 
Nigeria. 
This year we will be campaigning 
against zero-hour contracts on campus, 
using our links with the local trade un-
ion movement to widen the campaign 
to Portsmouth as a whole. Many peo-
ple we spoke to said that zero-hour 
contracts can be the only jobs on offer 
when studying, and wanted to fight for 
decent working conditions.
Fifty students signed up, with eleven 

coming to our first meeting on what So-
cialist Students stands for. The second 
meeting will discuss a regional demo 
against zero-hour contracts before 
Christmas.
Andy Waterman

Swansea
Socialist Students had a fantastic two 
days at Swansea University, signing up 
65 members. We spoke to students 
interested in fighting against a broken 
fees system and zero-hour contracts, 
students angry against war, as well 
as students who knew straight away 
they were socialists and immediately 
reached for a copy of the Socialist!
Ben Golightly

Leeds
Over the last few weeks, Socialist Stu-
dents members have run stalls fairs at 

Leeds Uni, Leeds Met and Leeds Trin-
ity, as well as Leeds City College.
Most people came to speak to 
us because of the socialist alter-
native to crisis-ridden capitalism 
that we’re putting forward.
200 students signed up to find 
out more about Socialist Stu-
dents at Leeds University, with 
90 at Leeds Met.
Over 20 people attended their 

first Socialist Students meeting at 
Leeds Uni on ‘What is Socialism?’ The 
meeting was introduced by Ian Pattison, 
Socialist Students national chair. Stu-
dents were also inspired by Weizmann 
Hamilton of the Democratic Socialist 
Movement in South Africa, who spoke 
about the explosive events taking place 
in that country over Skype.
A successful meeting was also held at 
Leeds Trinity.
Iain Dalton

Birmingham
At Birmingham City University, Social-
ist Students members collected over 
160 signatures on our petition against 
tuition fees and course cuts, with 30 
interested in getting involved with the 
society.
At the University of Birmingham several 
students stopped to discuss the social-
ist alternative to capitalism, with 20 
copies of Megaphone magazine sold.

Adam Freeman has reported 
on a successful start of term 
for Socialist Students at 
Winchester University. Charlotte 
Wall reported a good response 
at Bradford University, where 
Socialist Students campaigned 
against war in Syria and zero-
hour contracts.

Building Socialist Students

Megaphone
Magazine of Socialist 

Students
2013 edition 

includes articles 
on NUS, fighting 

the EDL and zero-
hour contracts. 

£1 To order 
phone 020 

8558 
7947

Jane Hersey

The Rossall ward Fleetwood town 
council byelection  took place on 26 
September with Ray Smith standing 
for the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC).

GMB member Ray stood to op-
pose the Tory-Liberal government 
destroying public services and led 
a public campaign to keep the lo-
cal hospital open. Ray used to be a 
Labour councillor but joined TUSC 
because Labour was not defending 
working and vulnerable people.

One supporter said: “There’s a lot 
of anxiety at the savage attack on 
people living in poverty, with disa-
bilities, in fact all vulnerable people, 
by the Coalition government.

“I feel so disillusioned that Ed 
Miliband is not standing up for us or 

challenging David Cameron on his 
attack on the poor. Amnesty have 
condemned the Coalition for their 
attack on disabled people. Why 
can’t Ed Miliband?”

The election results were close, 
with the Conservatives getting 330, 
the independent candidate 287 and 
TUSC 235. Ray was just 95 votes short 
of winning, with 28% of the vote.

Ray said: “This is a good and posi-
tive result. This result is very encour-
aging for TUSC and something for 
members to work on for the future, 
especially towards the 2015 general 
election when TUSC should field as 
many candidates as possible.”

Around 400 protesters marched 
in Lincoln on Saturday 21 Sep-

tember to save 32 Lincolnshire li-
braries from closure. It was called 
by local Socialist Party member 
and trade unionist Nick Parker, and 
backed by the Save Lincolnshire Li-
braries (SLL) campaign group, Uni-
son Lincolnshire County Branch, 
PCS DWP Lincolnshire & Rutland, 
and Lincoln & District TUC.

The cuts plans were cynically 
announced just a month after this 
year’s council elections, despite not 

being in any of the manifestos of 
the parties that won seats. The local 
authority is run by a coalition of the 
Tories, Lib Dems, and a splinter in-
dependent group.

20,000 people have signed against 
the library closures. The march was 
promoted by celebrities including 
Terry Pratchett, Mark Thomas, and 
Melvyn Bragg.

On Monday 30 September, a rally 
was held outside Lincoln’s County 
Hall to mark the end of the council’s 
consultation over the closure plans.

Lincoln: 400 march against Library cuts

28% for TUSC in Fleetwood
TUSC is an electoral alliance that 
stands candidates against all cuts 
and privatisation.
www.tusc.org.uk

socialiststudents.org.uk

On 25 September, firefighters 
in England and Wales walked 
out in protest at government 
attacks on jobs, services and 
pensions. Here is a small 
sample of the many 
strike reports we received. 
For the full version see 
www.socialistparty.org.uk 

Surrey County Council effectively 
‘locked out’ their entire firefighter 
workforce for the full day, despite 

the strike lasting four hours.
Richard Jones, Surrey firefighters’ union 
FBU brigade secretary, told the Socialist: 
“The government’s position has been in-
transigent for some considerable time - 
despite a report commissioned by them 
from an independent medical expert 
stating that their proposals would lead 
to at least two-thirds of firefighters being 
unable to maintain operational fitness 
levels after age 55, leading to mass ca-
pability sackings.
“The FBU have continually argued that 
an occupational pensions scheme must 
reflect the occupation of the members it 
serves and must include a normal pen-
sion age. We are obviously hopeful that 
the government will now return to the 
negotiating table with a view to resolving 
this dispute. The FBU will not shy away 
from further action if this is not the case.
“Surrey stood alone as the only fire au-
thority in England and Wales that re-

moved their firefighters from duty for the 
entire nine-hour day shift. In my opinion, 
Surrey fire authority have been relishing 
an opportunity to show off to government 
the private workforce they have entered 
into contract with, using taxpayers’ mon-
ey. This cannot go unchallenged.”
Paul Couchman

London
Firefighters at Whitechapel in East London 
saw the strike as a first step, a warning 
shot to the government.“We don’t like go-
ing on strike but what choice do we have?” 
They thought it would be good, should 
further action be necessary, if it was co-
ordinated with other public sector unions. 

“Hopefully the leaders of our union will sit 
down with the teachers and the CWU and 
work out a plan to strike altogether.”
We also talked about the Labour Party. 
Some strikers already know about the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
(TUSC) because of discussions they have 
had with the local TUSC group.
Paula Mitchell

Coventry
The Tories have told younger firefighters 
I met on the picket line that they have to 
work 40 years now for a full pension com-
pared to existing staff’s 30 years. Firefight-
ers will now have to work to 60 (would you 
want a 60 year old having to climb up a 

burning building to rescue you?).
Oh, and the head of the West Midlands 
Fire Service retires (from a desk job!) in 
November. He’s 53 years old!
Dave Nellist

Swansea
“We should all be out. That’s the only 
way we’ll beat them.” This was a senti-
ment that was repeated again and again 
to Swansea Socialist Party members and 
delegates to the Trades Council as we vis-
ited local FBU picket lines.
Other strikers said that they thought that 
longer, sustained strike action would be 
needed. There was a determination to 
fight but many strikers thought that the 
FBU’s best chance of defeating the gov-
ernment is as part of wider action, involv-
ing other unions.
They all agreed with the idea of a 24-hour 
general strike on the National Shop Stew-
ards Network leaflets we distributed.
Alec Thraves

Solidarity from RMT
Hundreds of London Underground Tube 
drivers refused to work due to health and 
safety concerns during the FBU strike.
Assistant general secretary Steve Hedley 
said: “We’re here to show solidarity with 
the firefighters and to try to highlight the 
extremely dangerous policy the govern-
ment has of trying to make firefighters 
work until they are 60 years of age. We 
believe this is ludicrous.”

Warrington 
Strikers at the main Warrington station 
said: “We agree with fitness tests, but 
how can someone who’s 59 reach the 
same level of fitness as a 20 year old? 
It’s not being unfit, it’s just being older! 
“What will happen is that people will be 
dismissed for capability, then you won’t 
see your state pension till you’re 68.
“If you fail fitness you’re supposed to 
be redeployed to non-operational work, 
but that amount of redeployment is not 
achievable.
“Most of the estimates are that 70-90% 
will fail those fitness tests in their 50s.”
Andy Ford, Warrington Trades 
Council

Liverpool
The firefighters on the picket lines in Liv-
erpool displayed firm determination to 
see the battle with the Con-Dem vandals 
through to the end. 
It was noticeable that there were equal 
measures of hostility displayed towards 
both Cameron and John Prescott, La-
bour deputy prime minister in the Blair 
government. Prescott had substituted 
serious negotiations with abuse and 
name-calling, to the extent that he in-
structed the local fire authorities not to 
settle when the FBU were poised to ac-
cept an offer. 
An FBU rep explained that since 2002, 
firefighter numbers had been reduced 
on Merseyside from 1,500 to 750.
Tony Mulhearn

Striking firefighters look for coordinated action

photo Paul Mattsson

The Socialist Party is holding a ‘join the socialists’ week of action on 19-25 October, including stalls to promote the 
party’s local and national campaigning achievements. Look out for more info in a future issue of the Socialist.
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The Committee for a Workers’ 
International (CWI) is the socialist 
international organisation to 
which the Socialist Party is 
affiliated.
The CWI is organised in 45 
countries and works to unite the 
working class and oppressed 
peoples against global capitalism 
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO
Box 3688, London E11 1YE.
email cwi@worldsoc.co.uk

The Committee for a 
Workers’ International

The CWI website contains 
news, reports and analysis from 
around the world. Recent articles 
include:

      

www.socialistworld.net

Tunisia: State repression 
of political opponents 
escalates

Send protest to Tunisia’s Justice 
Ministry at: mju@ministeres.tn 
and copies to the CWI.

CWI reporters Tunis

Sri Lanka: Provincial 
elections shows Rajapaksa 
regime can be challenged

Building a left alternative; link 
fight against regime with struggle 
of oppressed Tamils and system 
change.

United Socialist Party (USP - CWI 
Sri Lanka) reporters

Netherlands: Thousands 
demonstrate against 
government cuts

Dutch people want a real alterna-
tive to austerity.

Pieter Brans, Socialist 
Alternative (CWI Netherlands)

Sudan: ‘Down with the regime!’
Solidarity with protesting workers, youth and women

End this modern-day slave labour
Strong independent unions needed to stop worker exploitation

Halema  
Sudanese activist

Workers, youth and oppressed 
women have taken to the streets of 
Sudan after the hated al-Bashir re-
gime (National Islamic Front) dou-
bled the prices for fuel and cooking 
gas on 23 September by cancelling 
the fuel subsidy. The protesters 
chanted slogans which included: 
“The people want the fall of the re-
gime!” and “Freedom, Freedom!”

The cut in the subsidy has also in-
creased the price of food. Protesters 
have met huge and violent repres-
sion from the state. Activists and 
doctors at a Khartoum hospital say 
over 200 people have been killed by 
the regime, with many more injured. 
Police have arrested over 1,000 peo-
ple from several cities and are using 
violence in house-to-house security 
sweeps.

In the areas of Wad Nubawy, al-
Thawra in Sudan’s twin capital city 
of Omdurman and al-Kalaklat in 
south Khartoum demonstrations 
were met with a violent response 
from the police.

Protesters were chased by police 
in cars to prevent them from block-
ing a main street in al-Thawra. Eye-
witnesses in Wad Nubawy and al-
Kalaklat said that police used live 
ammunition and tear gas.

On Saturday 28 September 
security forces fired on hundreds 
of mourners marching after the 
funeral of a protester killed a day 
earlier.

Eyewitnesses also say mass ar-
rests of young people were carried 

out from inside the neighbourhoods 
without notifying their parents. 
However, the protests are continu-
ing, including a demonstration of 
female students from Ahfad Univer-
sity in Omdurman-Khartoum.

The government has imposed a 
media blackout. Newspapers have 
had issues confiscated and others 
forced to stop printing, prompting a 
group of journalists to call for a gen-
eral strike. Internet access has also 
been blocked.

Already the situation for the mass 
of the population was dire. The un-
employment rate is 20%. More than 
two million people live in poverty 
(average income is less than $1 a 
day) with an estimated 300,000 peo-
ple not having access to food and 
water. 

The government says it will give 
financial assistance to 500,000 fami-
lies to offset the price hikes. This 
may prove to be too little, too late to 
dampen the protests. 

Repressive regime
Bashir’s National Islamic Front is a 
repressive regime of right-wing po-
litical Islam. When it came to power 
in 1989, the first thing it did was to 
launch the Public Order Act.

This is designed to oppress wom-
en. Article 152 of Sudan’s 1991 
Criminal Act allows for the flogging 
of women. It hands a disproportion-
ate amount of power to the enforcer, 
making him simultaneously judge, 
jury and executioner.

Doctors’ and lawyers’ unions 
in Sudan have called for a general 
strike. Solidarity protests have taken 

place in the USA and in London, 
outside the Sudanese Embassy. 

The trade unions, farmers’ organi-
sations and students must arm their 
struggle against price rises with the 
demand to take Sudan’s resources 
into democratic public ownership 
and control of the economy, and for 
a government made up of workers 
and the poor.

Urgent is the building of a mass 
independent working class move-
ment that draws in all the oppressed 
sections of society.

A socialist programme will also 

be essential for the working class 
and oppressed masses to begin 
to resolve Sudan’s problems of 
under-development, war devasta-
tion, indebtedness and poverty, 
and provide lasting solutions to the 
country’s various ethnic and reli-
gious conflicts.
lReinstate the fuel subsidy and re-

verse all price rises
lBuild a mass movement of work-

ers and the poor
lDown with the al-Bashir regime. 

For a workers’ and poor people’s 
government 

Dave Carr

Fifa, the world football authority, 
has expressed concerns about play-
ers enduring temperatures of 50°C 
in the 2022 World Cup finals in Qa-
tar, but already the extreme heat 
and appalling ‘slave labour’ work-
ing conditions have killed many mi-
grant workers building the country’s 
stadiums and infrastructure.

According to a Guardian inves-
tigation, Nepalese workers, who 
constitute the single largest group of 
labourers in the oil rich, monarchy-
run state, have been dying at a rate 
of one a day during the summer. 

More than 700 Indian workers 
died in Qatar between 2010 and 
2012, and the International Trade 
Union Confederation predicts that 

another 4,000 migrant workers from 
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka could 
die on Qatar’s building sites before a 
world cup match takes place.

Many workers according to the 
investigation complain of being 
forced to work in searing heat with a 
lack of water. Inadequate food, filthy 
and overcrowded accommodation 
and unpaid poverty wages from 
employers who retain the workers’ 
passports, complete this picture of 
modern-day slavery.

Yet the Qatar regime, which has 
sponsored armed Jihadist groups in 
Libya and Syria and is lavishing an 
estimated $100 billion on world cup 
infrastructure, denies any responsi-
bility for the ill-treatment of its huge 
imported workforce. Instead, an 
embarrassed government spokes-
man claimed that humane treat-
ment of migrant workers was the 
government’s “top priority”.

At the same time as this slav-
ery scandal was making the media 
headlines, workers on Brazil’s foot-
ball World Cup 2014 and athletics 
Olympic Games 2016 infrastructure 
projects were found to be living in 
makeshift camps in “conditions 
analogous to slaves”. 

These workers, including indig-
enous indians, reportedly paid $220 
to secure work on the promise of 
earning $625 a month. But they 
were not immediately employed 
and instead languished in appalling 
accommodation.

As members of LSR, the Socialist 
Party’s sister organisation in Brazil, 
recently explained in the Socialist, 
the construction projects related 
to the World Cup are also “causing 

the removal of thousands of families 
from their homes to make way for 
real estate speculation.”

“Stadiums are privatised, corrup-
tion runs rampant in the construc-
tion projects of the Cup; super-ex-
ploitation of construction workers 
has caused accidents and deaths; 
contractors in collusion with state 
governments are profiting exorbi-
tantly, while the rights of residents 
of big cities are trampled on.”

But there has been a fightback. 
In June LSR members reported 
that they participated in a millions-
strong protest movement in over 
100 cities which shook the govern-
ment of president Dilma Rousseff 
into rescinding transport price hikes 
and promising widespread social 
reforms. 

Fightback
Low-paid garment workers in Bang-
ladesh recently have also taken to 
the streets to demand higher wages 
and acceptable working conditions.

The plight of these workers came 
to prominence last April when over 
1,100 workers lost their lives and 
2,500 were injured when the unsafe 
Rana Plaza garment building col-
lapsed near the capital, Dhaka.

The day before the disaster in-
spection teams had found huge 
cracks in the building’s structure.

But while shops and a bank on 
the lower floor immediately closed, 
the owners of the garment factory 
above told employees to continue 
working, despite the obvious safety 
risks.

There are an estimated 5,000 fac-

tories in Bangladesh paying around 
3.2 million workers as little as $38 a 
month to make clothes for western-
based companies such as Primark, 
Matalan, Wal-Mart, Benetton, etc, 
in a $19 billion industry.

The striking workers - who de-
spite generating huge profits for 
multinational companies are paid 
the second lowest (to Burma) wages 
in Asia - have demanded more than 
a doubling of pay to achieve a $104 
minimum monthly wage.

It is clear that the bosses and gov-
ernments both globally and locally 
will not voluntarily protect work-
ers when there are vast profits to be 
made. 

Workers enduring conditions 
of modern slavery must organise 
into independent trade unions and 
be prepared to take strike action 
to bring the exploiting bosses and 
compliant governments to heel. In-
ternational solidarity action can as-
sist workers in such struggles. 

Only strong union organisation 
can fight to improve workplace 
health and safety and drive up 
wages to acceptable levels. But the 
struggle to end capitalist exploita-
tion once and for all must be linked 
to the struggle of workers for a so-
cialist society.

Protesters in Sudan fighting the regime have braved police violence 

Anti-government protest in Brazil

4,000 migrant 
workers could die on 
Qatar’s building sites 
before a world cup 
match takes place
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Expensive study
As a University of Northampton student, 
I know students don’t get much finan-
cial help if they keep living where they 
are studying over the summer holidays. 
Students commonly return to their per-
manent address as they couldn’t afford 
the rent and bills for the summer. Even 
if they go home, they still pay a retainer 
usually between a 25% - 66% discount 
off the rent they normally pay for one 
term (three months).
I stayed living in Northampton this sum-
mer to get an early start on my disserta-
tion. The last instalment of loans for an 
academic year is in April. I got £2,200 
but my remaining rent for the last term 
was £1,245, plus £974.25 summer 
rent, totalling £2,219.25. 
Luckily a £500 bursary from the uni-
versity helped, but a form to apply for 
Access to Learning Fund for students in 
financial hardship asked me for bank 
statements and to explain every expen-
diture over £100. Explaining why I buy 
books or bought tickets to go home is a 
joke. It could be used to exclude some 
students who need the funding from 
getting it.
More money should be available to stu-
dents in financial need over the sum-
mer holidays, for international students 
who cannot afford to go home and 
students who want to use the summer 
holiday before their final year to study.
Nicola White

Cable’s qualms

When questioned recently if there 
could be an early end to the Con-Dem 
coalition Liberal Democrat Business 
Secretary, Vince Cable asserted: “It’s 
certainly possible”. The media jumped 
on this statement and talked much of 
perceived ‘disloyalty’. However an in-
spection of the Con-Dem coalition’s 
track record is more illuminating.
The Lib Dems are part of a coalition 
which attacked: students (rise in tui-
tion fees), those on benefits (bedroom 
tax), public sector workers (attacks on 
pay and pensions), public and private 
sector workers (changes to tribunal 
law), the disabled (the invidious Atos 
assessments), and the unemployed 
(Workfare). They also endeavoured to 
initiate a war. 
What possibly remains for Cable and 
the Lib Dems to have qualms about? 
David Hamblin, Cardiff

Save Chartist mosaic
The Chartist uprising of 1839, when 
thousands of men descended on New-
port from the South Wales Valleys in 
probably the first working class move-
ment in history, has been enshrined for 
years in a stunning 35 metre long mo-
saic. This always grabbed my attention 

when I descended on Newport from the 
valleys on days out as a child.
Now, not content with simply cutting 
workers’ jobs and services, Newport 
council want to cut our history by bull-
dozing the mural in redevelopment 
plans.
The Chartists demanded working class 
votes and MPs and wanted an end to 
the system that exploited them. Now, 
a cursory glance at parliament can tell 
us that the fight for working class politi-
cal representation goes on. Saving the 
Chartist mural can help our generation 
and beyond take inspiration from their 
legacy of struggle in our fight against 
capitalism.
Please support the campaign and sign 
the petition: http://www.change.org/
en-GB/organisations/save_our_mural
Scott Jones

Energy battle
The limited proposal for Labour to 
freeze energy prices has put a cat 
among the pigeons. The Daily Mail went 
onto rant mode, predicting disaster. 
Interestingly whereas a strike by work-
ers gets them foaming at the mouth, a 
strike by the fat cat power companies 
would have their support. 
But any government which wanted to 
confront the fat cats would need to be 
prepared for vicious retaliation.  Any 
supplier who cut off supplies could, if 
the government had the guts, face im-
prisonment for economic sabotage and 
profiteering. Six months in Strangeways 
would do them more good than those 
unhealthy bonuses! At the bare mini-
mum they would have to be taken into 
public ownership. 
As for compensation, haven’t you 
heard? - ‘skivers’ have to work for their 
benefits these days. The prospect of fat 
cats having to work for their compensa-
tion would be popular.
While yesterday’s men politicians like 
Portillo and Mandelson rushed to toady 
to the power companies, socialists will 
support a price freeze and damn the 
fat cats. At the same time the battle 
against Labour cuts, Labour evictions 
and Labour traitors will not be put on 
hold!
Derek McMillan 

Predicting problems - not
I’ve just read on the internet that the 
US government has been hacking web-
sites of big companies as well as spying 
on ‘subversives’. Their explanation is 
it is done to combat terrorist financing 
and predict problems that could lead 
to financial crises or disrupt financial 
markets.  Why didn’t they predict the 
worldwide banking crash then?
Clive Walder  

Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words to 
Socialist  Postbag, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,  
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk.
We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name, 
address and phone number.  
Confidentiality will be respected if requested. 

the Socialist postbag

Vince Cable

Part of the mural

Helen Pattison 

A recent BBC Panorama episode, 
‘Locked up for being ill?’, looks at 
the growing police involvement 
in supporting people with mental 
health problems. It showed people 
with severe mental illnesses kept in 
cells for up to 22 hours while police 
officers made repeated phone calls 
to the mental health unit who didn’t 
respond. 

Police complain about the waste 
of their time, as many people they 
take in have to be watched so care-
fully. One police officer says he 
spent hours trying to calm a woman 
with mental health needs, with no 
idea if it helped as he hasn’t had the 
appropriate training.  

The first half of the programme 
was a huge attack on mental health 
services until the police commis-
sioner says: “there are not enough 
beds for the patients that we present 

to mental health units”. Many adults 
with mental health problems in 
prisons are under-supported 
because of the stretched 
service. 

Then the pro-
gramme plays 
with the possibil-
ity that the ser-
vices involved 
are stretched 
by cuts, caus-
ing further prob-
lems of “conges-
tion” in the system. 
One man with mental 
health problems is ready 
to leave his bed on an adult acute 
ward but can’t do so, as the service 
can’t find him accommodation. 
Beds available in these services 
have dropped by 38% in the last five 
years. 

The government is attacking the 
NHS, and other services the people 
portrayed by Panorama rely on. But 

police and mental health service 
professionals in this programme 

blamed other services for the 
problems and tried to 

find a solution within 
current funding lev-

els. None of them 
said that if more 
people need the 
support of men-
tal health units, 
then more fund-

ing is needed for 
all services needed 

for recovery. 
Attacks to one ser-

vice flood other services 
with problems. We must fight 

all the cuts to services. We need ad-
equate funding for mental health 
services, housing for those able to 
leave, jobs and support for those 
not ready to return to work, and an 
end to attacks such as the bedroom 
tax which have led to people taking 
their own lives. 

Set in Birmingham in 1919, new 
BBC drama Peaky Blinders gives a 
fictionalised account of the criminal 
outfit of that name in the early 20th 
century, giving an engaging snap-
shot of the political situation then.

Gang leader Thomas Shelby, 
played by Cillian Murphy, is joined 
by fellow Great War veteran Freddie 
Thorne, a member of the nascent 
Communist International. Agitating 
for a strike at the Birmingham Small 
Arms factory, he describes the hor-
rors of the trenches before going on 
to say: “and what reward do they 
(the bosses) offer for your sacrific-
es? A cut in your wages!”

When a consignment of weapons 
goes missing from the factory, po-
lice inspector Campbell is drafted in 
from Belfast, having been involved 
in the British government’s suppres-
sion of the IRA following the Easter 
Uprising – an important event in 
Birmingham and other cities with a 
large Irish population.

The series is slightly guilty of add-
ing a Hollywood gloss to the squalid 
conditions before the introduction 
of free healthcare and when over-

crowding was the norm in working 
class areas. 

An opportunity was missed for a 
more detailed picture of everyday 
life at the time, opting for fast-paced 

action instead. But it proves an en-
tertaining look at an eventful period 
of British history.
Nick Hart, Birmingham Socialist 
Party

Tony Church
Leicester

Leicester Everybody’s Reading fes-
tival is performing my play A Man 
of Humble Beginnings, about pio-
neering Leicester socialist, Amos 
Sherriff. Amos was born in a Leices-
ter slum in 1856. Sent to work at 
six years old, he could not read or 
write until, at 22, the Salvation Army 
taught him to do so.

Amos became an officer in the 
‘Sallys.’ But in 1894, he left the Sal-
vationists to join the Independent 
Labour Party (ILP). In June 1905, 
he was one of three leaders of a 
march of 400 unemployed men 
from Leicester to London and back. 
Thousands of Londoners attended a 
Trafalgar Square rally to support the 
marchers. 

As an ILP member, Amos helped 
get Ramsey Macdonald elected as 

Leicester’s first Labour MP in 1906 
though Amos would probably not 
have been impressed with Macdon-
ald’s later betrayal of Labour. 

Like Macdonald, however, Amos 
opposed World War One. It made 
him unpopular with some in the 
ILP, but as a town councillor he 
successfully proposed in 1917 that 
Leicester should petition to regain 
its city status; a partial reward for 
the sacrifices Leicester’s people had 
made in the interests of a capitalist 
war. 

Amos Sherriff ’s role in creating 
my city has been almost forgotten. 
The Tory mayor at that 1917 meet-
ing received a knighthood but 
Amos, a humble artisan, has no 
lasting public recognition. My play 
is intended to start a campaign to 
change that.

Amos Sherriff was not a Marxist. 
Most likely as a Christian, he be-
lieved in socialist evolution and not 

revolution. But he was a decent man 
and a conviction politician. 

He spent much time trying to im-
prove lives and conditions in the 
Leicester Union Workhouse. Given 
his lifelong commitment to the poor 
and dispossessed, I’d like to think he 
would be implacably opposed to the 
massive Labour majority on today’s 
Leicester city council carrying out 
a cuts programme on behalf of the 
coalition government.   

Amos Sherriff died on 8 May 1945 
aged 89 in Leicester’s Hillcrest Hos-
pital. Ironically  this unwelcoming 
establishment had not long before 
ceased to be that same workhouse 
that he tried so hard to improve. 

Upstairs at the Western 
70, Western Road, Leicester 
Thursday 3 October, 7pm. 
Tickets £5.50/£4.00 concessions 
http://www.stagelefttheatre.
co.uk/

Theatre review
A man of humble beginnings

TV review
Peaky Blinders

TV review
Locked up for being ill?

The Shelby’s betting parlour HQ photo BBC

Attacks to 
one service flood 

other services with 

problems. We must 

fight all the cuts to 
services 
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Golden Dawn leader Nikos Michaloliakos placed under arrest following the murder of a left-wing rapper

YRE activists and trade unionists protest against state surveillance

Greek 
government 
forced to take  
action against 
neo-fascists
Links between Golden Dawn and 
state apparatus revealed

Activists demand full public inquiry into undercover police operations
Lois Austin, former chair
Youth Against Racism in Europe 
(YRE)

Many of us involved in the move-
ment in the 1990s to drive back the 
far-right racist British National Party 

(BNP) were angered but not sur-
prised to find out the Metropolitan 
Police’s Special Branch infiltrated 
our ranks.

Undercover officers had protest-
ers under surveillance for many 
years. A great big spotlight has now 
been shone on this secret world due 

to the revelations this year from 
police whistle-blower Peter Black, 
alias Peter Francis, who spied on 
Militant (forerunner of the Socialist 
Party) and Youth Against Racism in 
Europe. 

His brief was to set up special 
branch files on key anti-racist activ-
ists and, disgustingly, to ‘dig up dirt’ 
on the family of murdered black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence in order 
to discredit them and their struggle 
for justice. 

The undercover unit known as 
the Special Demonstration Squad 
(SDS) knew no bounds. Officers 
entered into sexual relationships 
with women activists and stole the 
names of dead children. 

In response to these revelations 
YRE and the Socialist Party pro-
tested outside Scotland Yard de-
manding the disbanding of secret 
units which spy on protest groups. 
This includes those still carrying out 
undercover surveillance. All files on 
activists must be made public. 

We want a genuinely independ-
ent, democratic inquiry with full 
involvement of all those who have 
been spied on such as the Lawrence 
family, YRE and blacklisted trade 
unionists. 

A campaign has been coordinated 

by the Haldane Society of Socialist 
Lawyers and involving YRE, Social-
ist Party, lawyers representing those 
who have been spied on such as 
the Lawrence family, lawyers who 
themselves have been spied on, 
women abused by police officers 
who formed personal relationships 
with them, the trade union Blacklist 
Support Group and many others. 

Inquiry
Its aim is to establish a public in-
quiry which will look into the full 
activity of what went on and the 
involvement of those in charge of 
the Metropolitan Police at the time, 
including the role of politicians 
such as the Tory government Home 
Secretaries, Kenneth Clarke and Mi-
chael Howard. It is inconceivable 
that they did not know about the ac-
tivities of the SDS. 

We have taken the stance of re-
fusing to cooperate with any of the 
current sham inquiries where the 
police are investigating themselves. 
Nothing short of a fully independent 
inquiry, looking at every aspect of 
the spying operation with the power 
to force the police to give evidence, 
will begin to get at the truth. 

But to get this we have to cam-

paign for it, and even if an inquiry 
of some description is promised by 
the Home Secretary, we will have to 
fight to get it to take testimony from 
all those who have been spied on. It 
could become all too easy to say it 
was acceptable to spy on protesters 
and left wingers but not acceptable 
to spy on family campaigns. 

Our campaign is a united cam-
paign determined to bring all of this 
into the open. We have published a 
joint statement (see www.haldane.
org). 

There are a number of events 
coming up including a public meet-
ing later in the year. Please support 
our activities and get involved.  

Xekinima reporters

The right-wing New Democ-
racy (ND) and ex-social 
democratic Pasok coalition 
government in Greece has 

finally decided to crack down on 
the neo-fascist Golden Dawn after 
the recent murder of left-wing rap-
per Pavlos Fyssas. A Golden Dawn 
member, George Roupakias, has 
been charged with his murder (he 
was arrested on the spot and admit-
ted guilt).

The murder took place in full 
public view with a gang of about 30 
Golden Dawn (GD) thugs attacking 
Pavlos in a central square in Kerat-
sisni, one of the working class sub-
urbs of Pireas. The top leadership of 
GD is now under arrest, including 
leader Nikos Michaloliakos and five 
other MPs, charged with running a 
criminal organisation.

Roupakias claimed to have acted 
on his own and that he was not a 
member but a supporter of GD. 
However, many photos of Roupa-
kias together with top leaders, his 
presence at GD events, plus the 
fact that he was on payroll by GD, 
cleared up the picture.

Also, after the event, reported 
telephone conversations between 
GD cadres made it clear that he had 
acted according to plan and that 

the top leadership of GD was all the 
time aware of what was going on. 

The cold-blooded murder has 
shaken Greek society. At the same 
time as attacking immigrants and 
left wingers, GD acted as a Mafia, 
selling ‘protection’ to many shop-

keepers, indulging in other criminal 
activities, keeping arms and run-
ning paramilitary training for its 
members. 

All these revelations vindicate the 
claims of the anti-fascist movement, 
who for years explained the real 
character of GD and its links with 
the police. 

But these claims instead only met 
with hostility from the governing 
circles and the mass media. Now, 
following the murder a number of 
senior policemen, including the 
head of the secret services were 
removed from their positions, be-
cause of alleged links with GD.

In fact the hypocrisy of the rul-
ing class, the government and the 
media is nauseating. Only days be-
fore the murder of Pavlos top figures 
in ND were speaking in favour of a 
common government between GD 
and ND! 

Most of the mass media, con-
trolled by bankers, ship owners and 
big constructors allowed GD to have 
a favourable platform.

It was apparent to anyone who 
wanted to know that GD was a neo-
fascist organisation as well as a 
criminal gang, but the ruling class 
was turning a blind eye to them 
hoping to be able to ‘contain’ them, 
and use them in a controlled man-
ner against the working class and 
social movements.

Frankenstein monster
The murder of Pavlos indicated 
that the monster which the ruling 
class had nourished was getting out 
of control. At the same time as the 
murder, opinion polls indicated that 
the GD mayoral candidate in next 
May’s local elections in Athens, was 
leading in the polls. 

Pavlos Fyssas’s death sparked 
massive anti-fascist demonstra-
tions. On the day of his murder there 

were protests in 35 Greek cities. This 
movement has continued with tens 
of demonstrations nearly every day, 
all over the country. 

Wednesday 25 September saw 
the biggest anti-fascist demonstra-
tion ever in Athens, marching to 
the central offices of GD, with close 
to 20,000 participants. This was sig-
nificant, given the fact that both the 
mass parties of the left, Syriza and 
KKE (Communist Party), had re-
fused to take part in this demo.

The ruling class seems to have 
taken the initiative against the Na-
zis, and this perplexes a section of 
the left. 

But the action against GD by the 
state is a tactical measure at this 
time, to rein in the far right whose 
outrageous actions threaten to pro-
voke a massive anti-racist backlash 
which could meld together with the 
anti-austerity strikes and protests of 
the workers’ movement, and threat-
en the survival of the government 
and even the system.

The truth of the matter is that the 
ruling class will not extinguish fas-
cism. The conditions of mass des-
peration created by the capitalist 
crisis and by the policies of the rul-
ing class remain favourable for the 
far right and fascism to re-emerge 

– perhaps under a different name if 
the government outlaws GD. 

Therefore the anti-fascist move-
ment and the left should not have 
any illusions in how far the state will 
move against GD. The capitalist state 
can also use similar actions against 
the left and workers’ movement. 

The forces of the left which are 
determined to fight against fascism 
must take the opportunity of the ex-
posure of the criminal character of 
GD to go on the offensive. 

Xekinima members (the Social-
ist Party’s sister organisation in 
Greece) have played a key role in 
establishing and bringing together 
anti-fascist committees in Athens 
and other cities. 

These anti-fascist committees 
must create defence squads against 
fascist attacks. 

Moreover, the committees must 
be politically armed to counter the 
fascists’ ideology and explain that it 
is the system, not immigrants, that 
is responsible for mass unemploy-
ment, poverty and attacks on work-
ers’ living conditions. And that it is 
necessary to fight against the capi-
talist system, that creates the con-
ditions for the re-emergence of fas-
cism, and for an alternative socialist 
society.

Haldane Society meeting
Undercover Police Surveillance: 
A call for a public inquiry 
Tuesday 8 October 2013,  
6.30-8pm 
Speakers: Imran Khan, solicitor 
to Doreen Lawrence, and Lois 
Austin, former chair of YRE 
(spied on by the police)
At: University of Law, 14 Store 
Street, London WC1E 7DE.

Only days before the 
murder, top figures in 
New Democracy were 
speaking in favour of a 
common government 
between it and Golden 
Dawn! 
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a 
democratic society run for the needs of all and 
not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, 
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every 
possible improvement for working class people. The 
organised working class has the potential power to 
stop the cuts and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for 
genuine socialism must be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee 
for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist 
international that organises in 45 countries.  

Our demands include:
Public services 
 No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and 
benefits. Defend our pensions. 
 No to privatisation and the Private Finance 
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and 
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.
 Fully fund all services and run them under 
accountable, democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and users.

 Free, publicly run, good quality education, available 
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and 
‘Free schools’!
 A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s 
health needs – free at the point of use and under 
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!
 Keep council housing publicly owned. For a 
massive building programme of publicly owned 
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to 
provide good quality homes with low rents. 
Work and income
 Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage 
to £8 an hour without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards £10 an hour. For an annual increase in 
the minimum wage linked to average earnings.
 All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual 
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness and holiday 
rights from day one of employment. 
 An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement 
pension, as a step towards a living pension. 
 Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to decent benefits, 
education, training, or a job, without compulsion. 
 Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade 

unions, democratically controlled by their members.  
Full-time union officials to be regularly elected and 
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the 
National Shop Stewards Network. 
 A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 
Environment
 Major research and investment into replacing 
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending 
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 
 Public ownership of the energy generating 
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.
 A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.
Rights
 Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race, 
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.
 Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For 
the right to protest! End police harassment.
 Defend abortion rights. For a woman’s right to 
choose when and whether to have children.
 For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration 
laws.

New workers’ party 
 For a new mass workers’ party drawing together 
workers, young people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns, 
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 
 Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour Party 
now and aid the building of a new workers’ party! 
Support the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition as 
an important step towards this.
Socialism and internationalism
 No to imperialist wars and occupations. Withdraw 
the troops immediately from Afghanistan!
 Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to 
take into public ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that dominate the British 
economy, and run them under democratic working 
class control and management. Compensation to 
be paid only on the basis of proven need.
 A democratic socialist plan of production based 
on the interests of the overwhelming majority 
of people, and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.
 No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a 
socialist Europe and a socialist world!

What we stand for

Tax dodging corporations 
profit from casualisation 

Ronnie Job

The Swansea Amazon ware-
house location, next to the 
former Linamar/Visteon/
Ford site, is a graphic il-

lustration of how casualised, low-
paid work has replaced unionised, 
skilled manufacturing.

The local press has hailed Ama-

zon for announcing it will employ 
1,500 extra workers in the run-up to 
Christmas.

However, an agency worker who 
was at Amazon last Christmas told 
me about their experience.

“At the end of the first day’s 
warehouse tour, the guide pointed 
out ‘your rep’s office’. One new 
worker asked if they meant union 
rep, but was told it was the agency 
rep’s office and they didn’t have 
unions. Don’t think the person 
asking the question lasted long!

“The first wage packet was a lot 
smaller than anybody expected, 
with compulsory deductions for a 
locker deposit (although I wasn’t 
assigned a locker as there weren’t 
enough), CRB check and drugs test.

“Despite supposedly being em-
ployed for 25 hours a week plus 
overtime, workers were frequently 
sent home, often not having earned 
enough to pay for their bus fare or 
petrol.

“Some days, agency workers were 
sent home while work was given to 
unpaid jobseekers on the workfare 
scheme.”

Amazon pays next to no tax in the 
UK but is at liberty to take advantage 
of government schemes that pro-
vide free labour!

Points mean P45s
“It is not easy to get to the site by 
public transport, especially around 
Christmas, but anybody turning 
up late would be assigned penalty 
points. These were accumulated 
and led to dismissals. 

“Other ‘offences’ attracting points 
included ‘errors’, like not putting the 
right amount of brown paper in a 

box or forgetting to put in the adver-
tisements. All absences (all unpaid 
of course) were treated the same, 
even certificated sickness or attend-
ing a job interview.

“The site had a real gulag feel. 
Everybody was subject to security 
scans whenever they left the floor, 
and random scans while working, 
with a handheld scanner. 

“CCTV cameras are everywhere 
and you’re told that you can face 
a drug or alcohol test at any time, 
have your locker searched or your 
drinking water tested.

“Everybody was fearful when 

scanning their security card to 
gain entry to the site; finding your 
card had been deactivated was a 
common way of discovering you 
had been dismissed. This happened 
to people on Christmas Eve. Others 
were dismissed and escorted off the 
floor part way through a shift.”

Unionisation of sites like Amazon 
in Swansea is essential to halt the 
race to the bottom on workers’ 
rights. 

The determination of the BFAWU 
members at Hovis (see the Socialist 
issue 781) shows how militant trade 
unionism can beat casualisation.

Leeds zero-hour protest
Supporters of Youth Fight for Jobs 
and Socialist Party members 
gathered outside Sports Direct in 
Leeds, in protest over the com-
pany’s continued use of abhorrent 
zero-hour contracts.
The protest received a lot of sup-
port from shoppers, many agreeing 
that these contracts offered no job 
security, and were symbolic of the 
general lack of rights for workers 
in Britain.
Rudi Abdallah, Leeds Socialist 
Students

Only trade 
unions can 
defend 
workers’ rights  

Youth Fight For Jobs marching for full employment and workers’ rights photo Paul Mattsson
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