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Pay victories celebrated
at Socialism 2014

Rob Williams
National Shop Stewards Network chair

ocialist Seattle city councillor
Kshama Sawant brought the house
down at Socialism 2014 in London
on 8 November. She spoke about
her election victory and the successful cam-
paign she led to win a $15 an hour mini-
mum wage in Seattle.

i/

Now a new report highlights the low pay
trap that is keeping millions of workers in
poverty pay. The Resolution Foundation es-
timates that only one in four workers who
were low paid in 2001 have moved on to
jobs with higher pay. But as Kshama and the
BFAWU bakers’ union President Ian Hod-
son said from the Socialism platform, there
is an escape from low pay - if we fight for it!

In Seattle, Kshama'’s incredible victory
gave a political voice to the struggle of fast

rise of almost 40% for the poorest! This has
lifted the sights of workers throughout the
US as other states and cities are forced into
concessions.

Why should it be any different here? Just
over the last few weeks, we've seen work-
ers in St Mungo’s Broadway homelessness
charity and Greenwich libraries, with So-
cialist Party members playing important
roles alongside others, win real victories.

food workers and opened the door to a pay

If unions give a determined lead, their
members can have the confidence to fight
to break the scourges of low pay and zero-
hour contracts.

We can take inspiration from these victo-
ries, here and in the US. Let’s commit our-
selves to the industrial and political strug-
gles needed to smash the pay freeze and
win a £10 an hour minimum wage now!
See pages 6 and 7 for reports from
Socialism 2014

- R TPY TR T . W SR
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Afghanistan war: A legacy of death and
destruction

Niall Mulholland

ritish combat troops were

finally pulled out of Camp

Bastion on 27 October, 13

years after the start of the
US-led disastrous invasion and occu-
pation of Afghanistan.

The October 2001 western pow-
ers’ invasion took place weeks after
the attacks on the Twin Towers and
Pentagon. The subsequent US-led
assault on Afghanistan was justi-
fied on the pretext of destroying al-
Qa’ida’s support base, despite the
fact that most of the 9/11 attackers
came from Saudi Arabia, a close US
ally.

The Socialist opposed the inva-
sion and warned it would bring mas-
sive loss of life and devastation to
Afghanistan and would spawn more
terrorism, including in the west. This
was borne out by events.

From 2001 to 2013 the invasion
and occupation cost between 18-
20,000 civilian Afghan lives. Over
400 British soldiers were Kkilled.
Combat trauma amongst 150,000
British personnel who served in Af-
ghanistan saw more commit suicide
than die on the battle field in 2012.
Since 2001, active al-Qa’ida type
groups have spread from Central
Asia to Pakistan, the Middle East
and parts of Africa.

Despite the overwhelmingly pro-
war media coverage, a poll in Britain
taken in October found 68% think
the war was “not worthwhile” and
42% felt Britain was “less safe” as
a result.

While £19 billion was wasted on

the Afghan war, the Con-Dem gov-
ernment carried out massive aus-
terity cuts at home. And despite the
US pouring in $104 billion over the
last decade with promises of aid and
development, Afghanistan remains
one of the poorest countries in the
world.

Half of the country’s children are
acutely malnourished. The few fal-
tering steps towards improving wom-
en’s rights, including schooling for
females, are under attack and being
rolled back. In 2011, development
agencies declared Afghanistan the
most dangerous country in the world
for women.

The only real ‘success’ story is the
opium poppy crop, which last year
reached a record high, worth $3
billion!

Imperialist aims

The truth is that the lives of Afghans
and soldiers are just so much ‘collat-
eral damage’ to the western powers.
The main motivations behind impe-
rialism’s bloody actions in Afghani-
stan were securing a military foot-
hold and influence in the strategic
and energy-rich region.

With overwhelming firepower, the
US-led ‘coalition’ quickly removed
the reactionary Taliban regime in
2001 (whose origins were to be
found in the west's arming and fi-
nancing of the mujahedeen fighters
against Soviet Union occupation in
the 1980s). But they failed to sup-
press general Afghan opposition to
foreign occupation or the Taliban’s
subsequent armed revolt.

The Hamid Karzi regime - reviled

The invasion and occupation has cost an estimated 18-20,000 civilian Afghan lives

by the majority of Afghans as cor-
rupt, brutal and nothing more than
a western puppet - was isolated in
heavily militarised Kabul.

Realising that it was impossible
to subdue the population and that
Taliban armed attacks would only
escalate as long as occupation
continued, the western powers
announced troop withdrawals and
engineered new elections.

But the heavily rigged elections
threatened a bloody conflict along
ethnic lines after Ashraf Ghani
Ahmadzi, a former World Bank
economist, and Abdullah Abdullah,
a former foreign minister in Karzai’'s
discredited regime, both claimed
victory.

US Secretary of State John Kerry

recently forced the two candidates
to accept a ‘national unity’ govern-
ment or face the cutting off of aid.

Like British imperialism’s three
previous wars in Afghanistan in the
19th and early 20th century, this lat-
est war also ended in disaster and
ignominy for the US and Britain, ex-
posing the limits of their power. But
the fighting is not over.

Helmand and Nimroz provinces,
which British forces had special
responsibility for, are amongst the
most violent parts of the country,
with over 200 Afghan soldiers and
500 policemen killed this year alone.

Kerry insisted President Ghani
sign a pact to allow 12,000 Nato
troops, including British ‘special
forces’, to stay in the country to

train the Afghan army. Air strikes,
drone attacks and special forces
operations to ‘defend’ the pro-
western regime will continue.

The formal end of this catastrophic
war underscores the fact that only
the Afghan masses themselves,
with the active solidarity of working
people everywhere, can transform
their appalling conditions and
realise genuine peace, democracy
and prosperity.

The formation of strong inde-
pendent organisations, with pro-
worker and poor polices, can contest
corrupt warlords and the reactionary
Taliban. But they can also expel
imperialism, creating a socialist
society, as part of a socialist
federation of the region.

Mid-term elections do not mean a shift to the

From the website of Socialist
Alternative, co-thinkers of the
Socialist Party in the USA

The significant gains made by
Republicans in the mid-term
elections, in particular taking
control of the US Senate, have
caused alarm for working class
and progressive people across

the country. The Republicans also
solidified their control of the House
of Representatives.

But Republican gains cannot
obscure the fact that the whole
political establishment is
discredited. This election showed
frustration and disappointment with
the Democrats - not support for
Republicans.

Before the election, one poll
showed 70% supporting the idea
of throwing out all incumbents.
The gap between the frustration of
working class people and what’s on
offer from reactionary Republicans
and pro-corporate Democrats will
inevitably force working people to
find other ways to express their
needs. We can expect struggles on
a range of fronts.

Jess on the campaign trail

Jess Spear
campaign

ocialist Alternative candidate
Jess Spear’s campaign against
Frank Chopp - the most powerful
legislator in Washington State - was
strong enough to force Chopp to
perform a bizarre masquerade. The
20-year Democratic incumbent and
Speaker of the House for the past 16
years portrayed himself as a “pro-
gressive activist”.
Under the pressure of the Spear

campaign, Chopp hypocritically
claimed to be for rent control; an
early advocate in the fight for $15
and a champion of school funding.

Jess Spear soundly defeated
Chopp in all the debates. The cam-
paign mounted a strong grassroots
effort mobilizing volunteers, distrib-
uting over 50,000 leaflets, putting up
thousands of posters and yard signs,
and raising a phenomenal $76,000
in donations from over 650 people
without taking a dime in corporate
cash.

Unfortunately, despite these ef-

forts, we were only able to expose
Frank Chopp’s “progressive” cha-
rade to a minority of the district’s
voters.

A large share of the responsibil-
ity for Chopp’s success in hiding his
corporate politics lies with the lead-
ers of labour and progressive or-
ganisations. They publicly endorsed
Chopp and covered up his abysmal
record of corporate handouts, budg-
et cuts, regressive taxes, and under-
funding education.

However, the 16% vote Spear re-
ceived on election night does not
accurately reflect the support we
found in a majority of conversations
at doorsteps throughout the district.

The reality is that this election
only indicated the views of the mi-
nority who actually voted, which is
heavily skewed toward older, more
conservative sections of the elector-
ate who make up Chopp’s base.

The election result was also part
of a larger national picture. The low
voter turnout in Seattle was matched
by an incredibly low turnout across
the country. An older, whiter, more
conservative electorate decided the
election.

However, ballot initiatives to raise
the minimum wage passed with
decisive margins in all four states
where the issue was up for a vote, all

nght in US

of which are considered conserva-
tive states - Alaska, Arkansas, Ne-
braska and South Dakota.

San Francisco became the second
major city after Seattle to imple-
ment a $15 an hour minimum wage,
which passed with 77% of the vote!

Also in Seattle, a number of bal-
lot initiatives that show support for
a left-wing, working class agenda
were passed.

The essential task is to build a
mass party to give working class
people a vehicle for fighting for their
own interests against arch-conserv-
ative Republicans and pro-corpo-
rate Democrats. This will require a
determined, sustained struggle - but
it is absolutely necessary.

While the electoral result is lower
than what the campaign had hoped
for, it is a basis for building further
resistance against the corporate
politics of the Democratic Party es-
tablishment. The Spear campaign is
part of a larger process of beginning
to break the corporate strangle-
hold over the political system and
building an independent political
voice for working people, oppressed
groups, and environmentalists. The
campaign helped to advance this
project.

Full versions can be read on
www.socialistalternative.org
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‘A magical fairyland’ of
corporate tax avoiders

Alison Hill

More shocking revelations about
tax avoidance by giant corporations
have just been revealed by a team
of journalists and published in the
Guardian.

A set of leaked documents refer to
arrangements made with the Lux-
embourg government. Broadly this
involves the Grand Duchy rubber
stamping labyrinthine ‘loan’ deals
which effectively allow big compa-
nies to write off tax liabilities against
interest they are paying to them-
selves. An arrangement not open to
us on PAYE.

One tax expert, when giving
evidencetoaUS Senateinvestigation
in 2013, described Luxembourg as
“amagical fairyland” - with entrance
tickets restricted to big business of
course.

Hypocrisy

Tory Prime Minister Cameron and
Chancellor Osborne have made var-
ious pledges about ‘getting tough’
over tax avoidance. But in reality Os-
borne is actually involved in a race
to the bottom to attract more tax
avoiding companies.

In 2012 he changed the regula-
tions, cutting taxes for finance com-
panies established in Luxembourg.
Welcome to ‘UK Tax Haven Inc!

Over 1,000 companies have been
involved in these arrangements,
including household goods manu-
facturer Dyson, who the Guardian
describes as saving millions through
being taxed by 1% in Luxembourg.

Companies which may once have
been involved in actual engineering
have turned to tax engineering, to
benefit a small elite.

To quote one example, pharma-
ceutical company Shire has op-
erations in Basingstoke and the

* Join the fightback!

Osborne cut taxes for finance companies established in Luxembourg

The Public and Commercial Services union (PCS) represents 50,000 workers
in HMRC, responsible for collecting taxes in the UK. PCS estimates the UK
tax gap to be £120 billion a year. This is £25 billion in tax avoidance, £70
billion in tax evasion and £25 billion in outstanding taxes.

Yet the government is cutting tax staff and closing tax offices. Staff have
been cut by half since 2005 and another 10,000 are scheduled to go over

the next three years.

US. Most of its market is in the US,
producing drugs to treat ADHD,
Crohn'’s disease, etc.

Its head office is in Ireland and
it is registered in Jersey. Shire’s
CEO is Michael Spencer, Tory party
treasurer 2006-2010. He has made
around £5 million in donations to
the party.

Shire used the wheeze of making
loans to itself in Luxembourg. This
was so successful that the docu-
ments leaked to the Guardian show
that $1.87 billion in profits from one

socialistparty.org.uk/join

4 text 0776 1818 206

&t @Socialist_party

part of Shire was taxed at less than
1% over the last five years.

Under capitalism, no amount of
legislative change is likely to stamp
out this obscenity. In fact these
revelations have just exposed the
competition between countries to
be the most attractive tax haven.
Luxembourg is just one of the worst
examples.

What more argument do we need
to nationalise these companies and
run them under democratic work-
ers’ control and management?

Join the Socialists!

020 8988 8777
f /CWiISocialistParty

What recovery? Thousands more jobs axed

The Con-Dems much vaunted
economic recovery is a
mirage judged by the recently
announced large scale job
cuts affecting manufacturing
and the service sector.
Socialist Party members in
Wales and Derby report on
these draconian cuts. It’s vital
the trade unions organise

a fightback to prevent this
economic devastation.

Rolls Royce

Rolls Royce (RR) has announced job
cuts with the biggest impact in Der-
by at the civil aerospace factories in
Sinfin, which employ 12,000 work-
ers. Up to 1,800 jobs will be axed
over the next 18 months.

The local paper explains: “With
shareholders to satisfy, Rolls-Royce
is on a constant drive to deliver prof-
itability. And if cutting costs, namely
jobs, is a means to achieving them,
then so be it. It is economics at its
most brutal.”

Yet RR has an order book worth
£71 billion and £60 billion has been
secured by its aerospace division,
the very part of the business where
the axe will fall.

In the past few years, RR has de-
livered profits in spades to its in-
vestors, breaking records along the
way.

I can remember being at school
when RR in Derby went bustin 1971.
Then, workers took to the streets
with demonstrations. Such was the
anger that the then Tory Heath gov-
ernment was forced to nationalise it
in 24 hours.

The unions should be demanding
the opening up of the company
accounts to inspection by the
workforce, no job losses whatsoever,

and renationalisation under
democratic workers’ control and
management.

Derby has already suffered from
job cuts at Bombardier. If the unions
don’t fight then RR will keep coming
back again and again announcing
job cuts in the future and this would
turn Derby into a ghost town.

Chris Fernandez

Milford Haven

Residents of Milford Haven now
have another reason to remember 5
November, when it was announced
that the Murco oil refinery, one of
the biggest employers in the town,
was to close. This will lead to the
loss of 400 jobs directly, plus an es-
timated 1,500 jobs from contractors
on the site, and taking a massive £30
million out of the local economy.

The loss of this refinery is the lat-
estin a line of closures and layoffs to
hit the town situated in one of the
poorest regions of northern Europe.

Unemployment in the town is
skyrocketing thanks to Con-Dem
cuts passed on through a Labour
Assembly to a county council that is
set to slash its budget by 25% in the
coming financial year.

Socialists demand renationalisa-
tion of the energy sector as part of a
democratically planned economy to
ensure full employment.

Gareth Bromhall

More reports online at www.
socialistparty.org.uk

Then...

Cuts without end

Millionaire Chancellor George Os-
borne boasted to a baying audience
at Tory party conference in October
that he was slashing an extra £25
billion from public spending and

a further £12 billion from welfare
payments.

As devastating as this is for millions
of low income people, the FT reports
that £25 billion is actually an under-
estimate, that Osborne will demand
an extra £48 billion of spending cuts
due to paltry economic growth and
falling tax revenues.

Who's in charge?
Dominique Strauss-Kahn's invest-
ment company, Leyne, Strauss-Kahn
and Partners (LSK), has declared
itself insolvent. The former head of
the International Monetary Fund
(who resigned from the IMF in 2011
over allegations of sexual assault
and now faces a trial in 2015 for
“aggravated pimping”) left LSK last
month after he became aware of
“excessive borrowing” by the group.
And this guy used to be in charge of
the world economy!

Clive Walder

BBC watch...

Far be it said that the BBC displays

a right-wing bias. However, its web-
site article on 5 November, which
reported an academic study showing
that EU migrants have made a £20
billion net contribution to the UK
Treasury over the last decade, only
quoted 88 words from Professor
Christian Dustmann, co-author of

the study; whereas the same article
provided 121 words from reaction-
ary Migration Watch chairman Sir
Andrew Green rubbishing the study.
No doubt this was done to ‘ensure
balance’!

...Kick them out!

Meanwhile, the arch-Tory Daily
Telegraph misused the study to run
a headline which screamed: “£120
billion cost of Labour’s policy on
immigration”. However, eight para-
graphs later the Torygraph reports:
“The native population made a nega-
tive contribution in 12 years during
the period, a total of £591 billion, as
the economy ran a deficit.”

Perhaps the “native population”
should move to other EU countries
to ease the burden on the UK
economy?

Repatriate robots?

Despite regular announcements of
massive job cuts by private sector
employers, local authorities and the
government, establishment parties,
including Ukip, falsely blame migrant
workers for ‘taking British jobs’.

Now it seems a third of all UK jobs
(mainly those earning £30,000 or
less a year) will be replaced by robot-
ic and automated systems over the
next 20 years as capitalism seeks to
maximise its profits.

Can we expect to see TV images of
Nigel Farage pouring a pint of beer
over a computer?

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk
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St Mungo’s strikers celebrate victory

Workers at homelessness charity St Mungo’s Broadway have
won a fantastic victory against draconian attacks on their pay,
conditions and union rights. The Socialist spoke to the Unite
union convenor, Adam Lambert, about the dispute.

What ignited the dispute?
Due to the union density within St
Mungo’s we've always had quite de-
cent terms and conditions. Recently
we merged with Broadway, a small-
er charity in which terms and con-
ditions of staff were much worse, a
much lower quality provider which
was making a deficit for at least four
years.

Despite all that, their leadership
headed the new merged organisa-
tion. Clearly they had a plan to bust

/i,

Adam Lambert speaking at
Socialism 2014 photo Senan

the union and reduce terms and
conditions.

In July they told Unite that from
the next day they were making
changes, including 19% pay cuts,
and ignoring the union’s recogni-
tion agreement. They said there
would be a retrospective consulta-
tion! We moved immediately into a
mass campaign of industrial action.

So how was the strike organised?
We got a 68% turnout and a 96% yes
vote. We called a mass meeting and
hundreds attended. We proposed
a five day strike that management
wouldn’t just ride out. Some people
started saying ‘what about seven
days?’ At the end of the meeting we
unanimously voted for seven.

It was a great seven days because
we didn'’t just picket, we protested
everywhere and we really tried to
build up political pressure. Some
councils threatened to end their
contracts with the company.

During the strike 70 people joined
Unite. We've now got over 700 mem-
bers. Our membership has grown
massively, to include large numbers
of Broadway staff. I think overall it’s
increased by 50% since July.

At the end of the seven days, man-
agement hadn’t yet moved. So we
immediately called another action.
Another mass meeting, of about
130, voted for ten days.

The day before the strike, man-
agement finally agreed to go to
ACAS. By the evening it was quite

F LA

St Mungo’s Broadway workers in Hackney, east London photo Paul Mattsson

clear that they were backing down
on pretty much everything.

Can you say a little about the
Unite housing workers’ branch?
It's great to be part of a branch
where so many workplaces have
taken action - One Housing, Homes
and Communities Agency, Equinox.
Look Ahead were about to strike but
won before they actually struck.
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It’s clear there is a real appetite for
resisting the atrocious cuts within
our sector. They don’t just impact us
as workers but impact the services
we can provide.

So in the last year we've been de-
veloping sector standards within
the branch, which we want employ-
ers to sign up to.

In Scotland they have an agree-
ment in place already, the tendering

%
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is about quality, not just compet-
ing over the amount you can slash
wages.

I think employers should be wor-
ried because we will not sign up to
these attacks. If they continue in
that spirit, there will be more unrest
and more strikes.

See www.socialistparty.org.uk for
a longer version of this interview

Greenwich libraries: read all about it!

Greenwich library workers, as reported in last week’s Socialist, have

e
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won a fantastic victory to fill vacant posts with permanent staff, reduce
casual, zero-hour contracts and for the employer to abide by national
collective bargaining. More details on this victory can now be read on
www.socialistparty.org.uk in a report by one of the library workers.

Care UK workers to ballot on 2% pay deal

Alistair Tice

Doncaster Care UK workers are set
to ballot on a pay offer. 90 days of
strike action taken over ten months
has forced this wage-cutting em-
ployer to concede a three year deal
of a 2% a year or Consumer Price
Index pay rise, whichever is the
highest. This would be paid to all
Doncaster Care UK staff with a £500
bonus for the Tupe transferred staff
this Christmas.

The Doncaster Supported Living
Service for Adults with Learning
Difficulties was privatised last year.
Within three months of takeover,
‘Don’t Care UK’ announced that
former NHS staff’s pay would be
slashed an average of 35%.

Workers refused to accept this
and began what has become the
longest running strike ever in the

social care sector.

The magnificent struggle by the
strikers has exposed Care UK and
their private equity owners Bridge-
point, and inspired others such as
Your Choice Barnet care workers
and the St Mungo'’s Broadway hous-
ing workers to take bold strike ac-
tion against cuts.

Long struggle
The Guardian has reported that the
more than 60 strikers would be “cel-
ebrating” a pay deal set to “pave the
way” to the end of industrial action.
However, chair of the strike com-
mittee Roger Hutt told the Socialist:
“If anybody thinks that we're happy
to take a 35% pay cut and then get
2% back, they are sadly mistaken.
But after such a long hard struggle,
the shop stewards felt obligated to
put the offer to the members.

“If you look at the bigger picture,
I'm proud of the effect our cam-
paign has had trying to stop the
private sector milking the NHS as a
cash cow and abusing service users
as commodities. We have travelled
the country with our message, even
reaching the Observer and House of
Commons.”

The feelings of many strikers are
summed up by Theresa Rollinson:
“Having lost so much due to chang-
es to terms and conditions it is not
acceptable to me.

“It would give me less than £8 per
week, less than £400 per annum. I
have lost the latter of those figures
every month! It certainly won’t go
far to paying the bills. I know what
my vote will say.”

Socialist Party salutes the inspir-
ing struggle of the Care UK strikers
and will continue to support them
100% if the pay deal is rejected.

Sheffield recycling: ‘We’re out until the boss is out’

“We're going to stay on strike until
we see Martine [Laffan-Butler, head
of The Green Company] walking
out of those gates.” So say the Shef-
field recycling workers on indefinite
strike since 1 November.

Thirty GMB union members are
striking for premium pay rates, wel-
fare facilities, against management
bullying and the way the privatised
and sub-contracted council service
is being run. They want Laffan-But-
ler out because of serious concerns
about the misuse of public money
and the sacking or forced resigna-
tion of the former senior manage-
ment team who questioned this.

The strikers lobbied the city coun-
cil meeting last week to pressure La-
bour to pull the contract from Green
Company. In the town hall chamber
they questioned Jack Scott, Labour’s

environmental services cabinet

member. His reply was just flannel,
which brought the retort from the
public gallery of: “What a load of
bollocks!”

Two of the five recycling sites are
closed by the strike. The strikers
picket the other three tips to disrupt
commercial waste operations while
gathering signatures of support
from the public.

As we go to press, GMB officials
are having a meeting with the coun-
cil leader and chief executive. The
strikers hope for a breakthrough
but insist they will not go back until
Laffan-Butler goes.

Alistair Tice

London RMT: Vote John Reid

Socialist Party member John Reid is
standing for the London Transport
seat of the RMT union national ex-
ecutive after receiving eight nomina-
tions from RMT branches represent-
ing 70% of the region’s members.
John is a former London region sec-
retary, the current regional president
and chair of Camden 3 branch.
John’s track record includes sup-
porting members in Taxi branch,
Docklands Light Railway (which

is now balloting for strike action),
cleaning and catering grades.

In London Underground (LU), John
has organised members’ meetings

to discuss tactics before executive
decisions are taken.

John says: “RMT has done well to
defend salaries and limit displace-
ments on LU. But we must also seek
alliances with other unions across
the transport sector and TUC for a
coordinated and serious fight back
against government cuts.

“RMT should continue to support
the Trade Union and Socialist Coali-
tion that Bob Crow was a founder
member of. Trade unions need a
political and industrial voice.”

The election opens on 24
November.
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HTC cranes strike

Hundreds of crane drivers from
the UCATT construction union
picketed building sites in London
and around the country on 7 No-
vember in a dispute over pay with
HTC Plant Limited.

Workers had voted 94% in favour
of strike action. The turnout was
over 80%.

Concrete mixer drivers refused

to cross the mass picket outside
the Nova Square site in Victoria,
London.

Drivers are furious that after
years of pay freezes and even
wage cuts, they have only been
offered a 3% pay increase.

One worker said: “We haven’t had
a rise for years. We'll keep taking
action until we get one”.

UCATT plans further strikes on 14
and 21 November.

Rob Williams

Fight JCB’s 150 job cuts

Construction machinery firm JCB
is carrying out a consultation with
office workers after announcing
150 job cuts through voluntary
redundancy and early retirement.
The company has not ruled out
further redundancies in all areas
of the business

According to JCB CEO Graeme
MacDonald, the global construc-
tion equipment market has taken
a sudden and surprising nose
dive in the last few weeks.

Eleven months ago JCB an-
nounced a huge £150 million
expansion that would create new
factories and 2,500 jobs. Now it
is reviewing and delaying these
investments.

The company says it has to cut
some of its 6,500 UK workers to
have a ‘viable business’ in the
long term.

JCB has made a profit every year
since its launch in 1945 - even
during the 2008 economic crash.
Recent years have seen record
profits.

JCB is owned by multibillionaire
Lord Bamford, who donates large
sums to the Tories on a regular
basis, including £1 million before
the 2010 general election.

JCB is also constructing a

£40 million golf course at its
headquarters in Rocester,
Staffordshire.

After the crash thousands of
skilled JCB workers were made
redundant and thrown on the
scrapheap. Now we face this
prospect again.

JCB should be nationalised so

all profits can be reinvested for
public benefit, rather than fund
lords and Tories.

A JCB worker

Under capitalism, the only way 1s down

Fight for our future!

Nottingham students fight sexism

Becci Heagney

Sexist behaviour by male students
in Nottingham has recently led to
some high profile cases.

One Nottingham Trent Univer-
sity student has been sentenced to
nine months for sexual assault. At
the University of Nottingham, stu-
dents - including students’ union
representatives - have been fined
£150 for sexist chanting on a night
out.

Socialist Students and the Rape Is
No Joke campaign hosted a meeting
as part of the Nottingham Women'’s
Conference Fringe Festival. The
month of events around the second
annual conference brought together
different groups that campaign for
women'’s rights.

Our meeting was titled “Lad Cul-
ture: just a bit of ‘harmless fun’?”
We looked at how rape and sexual
assault are trivialised in popular
culture, and particularly on uni-
versity campuses. Over 30 people,
mainly young women and students,
attended.

The discussion focused on how
‘lad culture’ - described by the Na-
tional Union of Students as a “pack
mentality” of “arrogant male chau-
vinism” - adds to a growing rape
culture. Violence against women is
joked about and normalised.

However, more women are taking
action and are beginning to chal-
lenge these ideas. We also discussed
uniting with men in opposing sex-
ism, and developing comedy and
popular culture that represents or-
dinary people’s lives.

Bradford academy’s dress sense nonsense

lain Dalton
Yorkshire Socialist Students
organiser

On Tuesday 4 November, Hanson
Academy in Bradford sent over
150 pupils home for failing to wear
school uniform matching its newly
enforced standards. These include
minutae about the colour of the
socks children wear, type of trousers
and colour of shoe laces!

Angry parents took to the school’s
Facebook page to complain, one
who had accidentally put her
daughter’s tie in the wash, sent her
to school with money for a replace-
ment but she was sent home any-
way! But many parents simply can-

not afford to replace school uniform
that was perfectly fine until this
week.

The principal, Elizabeth Churlton,
defended the policy on the school
website: “Our uniform and dress
codes set the tone for our commu-
nity and provide the scaffolding for
high standards in every aspect of
school life” Surely the scaffolding
for high standards should be good
quality teaching?

However, Churlton is financially
worlds apart from the situation
faced by most parents of her pupils.
The advertised rate for Churlton’s
job was around £125,000 a year.
The median wage in Bradford East
constituency (where the school is
located) is less than £18,000 a year.

A study by Oxford University
academics has shown that if you
were born in the 1980s, you're
far more likely to have worse
living standards than your
parents.

The report showed that

if you were born in the
1940s or 1950s, you

were more likely to
experience upward

social mobility, ie

have a better job and

life quality than your
parents. But since

the 1940s, downward

social mobility has

risen from 21% of

people to 36%. Upward
mobility had crashed from
48% for men and 44% for
women born in 1946, to 37%

and 36% respectively for those

born during 1980-84.
This will be no surprise to the

millions now working in insecure,

zero-hour, workfare or ‘self-

employed’ low paid jobs. But it

doesn’t have to be like this. We

don’t just want relative social

mobility for the minority, we want

a better society for all.

Join Youth Fight for Jobs to fight

for our future!

www.youthfightforjobs.com

York: Students and workers
unite for a £10 minimum wage

Campaigners outside one of the outlets visited photo UoY Socialists

actively engaging with fast food
workers in outlets across the city
about trade union membership
and fighting zero-hour contracts.
Many agreed with our call for a

Jamie Chatfield
Secretary, University of York
Socialist Society

Asuccessful Fast Food Rights
campaign Day of Action,
jointly organised by the Bakers,
Food and Allied Workers Union
(BFAWU) and University of York
(UoY) Socialist Society, took place
on 5 November, calling for an end
to all zero-hour contracts and a
£10 an hour minimum wage.

20 people joined the protest,
including students from the Uni-
versity of York and St John Univer-
sity, Socialist Party members and
representatives from York trades
council.

Lead by Sam Vickers, BFAWU
organising regional secretary, pro-
testers marched through York city
centre leafleting the public and

£10 minimum wage, particularly
under-18s, who can receive as lit-
tle as £3.79.

Plans have been made to hold
another protest later in the aca-
demic year.

Good wages are necessary to
eliminate poverty pay and the in-
creasing reliance on in-work state
benefits (such as working tax cred-
it and housing benefit), with 70%
of new benefit claimants now in
employment.

Join the Fast Food Rights lobby
of Parliament at Old Palace
Yard, Westminster on Friday 21
November, 12 noon when MPs
are due to discuss zero-hour
contracts
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SOCIALISHIZ012
CONTAGIOUS CONFIDENCE - WE CAN WIN

‘| feel at home here’. Those were the words so many of the people Every workshop, forum and rally was packed out with people contributions and organisational work that helped to make the

attending Socialism 2014 used. They were workers, trade unionists, ~wanting to discuss and debate, listen and learn. weekend such an enormous success.
anti-cuts campaigners, young people, students and other members The financial appeal raised £22,000 to fund the work of the This event gave a taste of the Socialist Party - confident in
of the 99% hit by austerity and wanting to fight back. Socialist Party and the socialistinternational towhich it’s affiliated, the working class to struggle to change the world, organised,

Well over 1,000 people spent 48 hours being inspired and the Committee for a Workers’ International. Socialist Books took determined, bringing together experience and youth, growing,
inspiring others with their commitment and determination to fight over £2,000, reflecting the determination to understand socialist and proud to be socialist. If you think you could be at home in a

back. The entire event was infused with a contagious confidence ideas among those in attendance. party like that, join us!
that the working class can fight and can win. There isn’t space here to list all the outstanding speakers, Sarah Sachs Eldridge, Socialism 2014 organiser

Steve Score
Editor of the Socialist

repres_entatives - two Irish MPs, a US city | Kshama is an inspiration and takes no
councillor, a leading trade unionist in personal credit for her incredible victories.
Scotland. Where else would you get: thirty | What can | say but onward and upward, for-
people intensely debating political theatre; | ward to socialism. Y

a hundred people discussing how to fight | Mary Jackson

Islamic State; and two hundred exploring | Doncaster

Trotskyism in the 21st century?

he Saturday rally of Socialism
2014 was inspirational. The
Camden Centre was full to
bursting with an enthusiastic
audience. Chairing the rally, Socialist
Party national organiser Sarah Sachs-

Eldridge pointed to the record of the

speakers, not only in fighting the at- E")Ok me in for 2015. Unmissable. My favourite session was ‘Is revolution pos-

tacks on the 99% by the super-rich 1%, salt;l Gerrard sible in Britain?" The leadoff exposed the
alford revolutionary character of the British work-

but also in putting forward an alterna-
tive to capitalist crisis. The platform joins the standing ovation for Kshama photo Paul Mattsson
Ian Hodson, president of the bak-
ers’ union BFAWU, whose members Ruth Coppinger, one of the three So- | Inequality is built into the fabric of
at the Hovis bakery in Wigan defeated | cialist Party (Ireland) members elected | capitalist society.”
zero-hour contracts through taking ac- | to the Irish parliament, spoke with pas- The working class has no mass party
tion, in a barnstorming opening speech | sion. A sister party of the Socialist Party | through which to fight back. Peter de-
said: “We showed the power of our | in England and Wales, it is playing a | scribed the crisis in the Labour Party
class. Yes, you can beat zero-hour con- | leading role in the massive movement | due to its austerity policies. Leader of
tracts” He explained his union’s role | taking place against water charges. | the Unite union Len McCluskey has
in the Fast Food Rights campaign (see | Ruth reported: “A week ago, 200,000 | warned that if Labour continues along
page 5), and in the campaign for a £10 | people attended 100 local protests | the same lines, after the next election
an hour minimum wage. He went on to | across Ireland. Four weeks ago 100,000 | it might be time to build an alterna-
say: “Ritzy (cinema) workers in London | attended a demonstration in Dublin. | tive. “But we say to him - that’s too late!
won a 26% pay rise. Yet they say striking | This has been a mass uprising from be- | Workers are looking for an alternative
doesn’t win!” low” now. Look at Spain: Podemos, founded
The Socialist Party is spearhead- | only a few months ago, is now the larg-
ing a mass campaign of non-payment | est party in the polls.”
SCOtIand to defeat the water tax. Ironically, the Peter concluded: “Capitalism has
Brian Smith, secretary of Glasgow city | “boasts of the established parties” that | had its day. No longer can it develop
council Unison (speaking in a personal | there is a ‘recovery’ have played a role | the means of production.” It is our job
capacity) and member of Socialist Party | in changing the mood. “People are say- | to fight to getrid of it.
Scotland (SPS), explained the mood of | ing - if it’s a recovery why are we hav-
workers and young people in therecent | inganother austerity measure? Where’s
independence referendum in Scotland. | our recovery?” Kshama Sawant
The 1.6 million-strong Yes vote re- The Socialist Party took partin setting | The climax of the evening was a speech
flected a “huge radicalisation” It in- | up the Anti-Austerity Alliance (AAA), | from Kshama Sawant, who was elected
cluded a big majority of the 16 and 17 | which won 14 council seats in the lo- | onto Seattle city council with nearly
year olds who were able to vote for the | cal elections in May. Paul Murphy, a | 100,000 votes as a Socialist Alternative
first time and was motivated by a desire | Socialist Party member was elected to | (SA) candidate. She played a key role
for “a different way of running society”. | parliament for the AAA last month. A | in achieving a $15 an hour minimum
SPS’s slogan of “yes to independence, | political alternative to austerity is being | wage in Seattle, which will lift 100,000
but fight for socialism” highlighted that | built. workers out of poverty and transfer $3
an SNP-led Scotland would not “re- billion from the bosses to the low paid.
move poverty or provide working class She was given standing ovations both

' ing class in history. Loved meeting and hav-
I thought Socialism 2014 was the best When we arrived and saw the huge num- | ing a chat with Kshama before the rally on
yet. The sessions were packed and well- bers outside, queuing all the way through | Sunday too!

delivered and even the most complex of to the front door, we knew something had | Richard Shattock

topics felt accessible and applicable to our changed. The commissions were excellent, | Hatfield

everyday experiences. | left feeling empow- the seats were packed. The rallies fizzed

ered and like | was part of something very iy gxcitement. We came home tired but

exciting. massively enthused. m
It was a particular privilege to hear Kshama This chialism event will stand out in all our I
Sawant talk about the work of the Cwi in | MEMOries as marking a turning point in the
Seattle. To learn about the incredible gains bunld.mg of our party.

that have been made right in ‘the belly of Mariam Kamish

the beast’ was truly inspiring. Caerphilly

On another note, the créche was excellent!
Lianne Francis I thought the event was tremendous in the
Cardiff enthusiasm and contributions from plat-
forms and the audiences in the sessions
and what the younger attendees were able
to teach an older dog like me informally as
well.

Closing rally: just getting started

plied to any speaker it was Isai Priya
of Waltham Forest Socialist Party and
Tamil Solidarity. She spoke of her rage
against low pay, poor working condi-
The closing rally of Socialism 2014 tions, difficulties in paying the rent, rac-
marked the end of two tumultuous days  ism and discrimination. She described
of debate and discussion. Even though the inspiration she took from the strug-
it officially closed the event, the speak- gle in Seattle and the possibilities to
ers reflected a very definite mood that replicate and build this fight in Britain.
we were all just getting started.

Chair of the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition, Dave Nellist, explained Ireland
that we won'’t be waiting for Labour to  Recently elected Irish TD Paul Murphy
betray workers in government (if they painted a picture of what Ireland was
manage to stutter over the line and win like before the water charge struggle.

Charged our batteries with the explosive
rallies and excellent discussions from work-
ing class activists!

The discussion about ‘caste, race and
class’ introduced by Senan and Meena
Kandasamy dealt comprehensively not with
the brutalities of casteism and racism but
also about the necessity of a class-based
approach with a socialist programme to
deal with those inhuman atrocities.

Sajith Attepuram

Hatfield

Kshama Sawant’s speech in the Saturday
night rally even excelled all we had expect-
ed. The packed closing rally was a fitting
tribute to the whole event and epitomised it
in its mood, content and efficiency.

Keith Dickinson

Socialist Books

Nancy Taaffe
Waltham Forest

After 11 years in the Socialist Party this has
to be one of the most inspirational, exciting
and impressive political events I've been
to. It showcased the reach of the Socialist
Party in many spheres of life - from the ex-
cellent session on disability rights, where
campaigners, service users and workers

| went to the political theatre session with
James Ivens leading a well-informed dis-
cussion on the future of political theatre. |
learnt a lot of new stuff and saw that this

people with a future. We call for an in- Militant before and after her speech. :

dependent socialist Scotland, linked to | Peter Taaffe, Socialist Party general SA has shown what a difference a the general election). There will be no The mood he described could be ap- q'scussed the way forward in building the kind of discussion is an integral part of our

a socialist England, Wales and Ireland.” | secretary, drew the rally’s attention | socialist representative makes. The sitting back and allowing Ukip to gain plied to Britain today. He described fight against cuts and austerity, to the ses- political life. James, you play a mean uku-
sion on political theatre and the arts. lele - Hendrix would have been proud.

traction in our communities. the endless austerity, the trade union
leaders’ sell-outs, the Labour Party
implementing the Troika’s (EU, Euro-

Socialism 2014 was the shot in the arm | An inspirational weekend of incredible dis- | John Marston

Although the No vote won, based on | to the role of Militant, the forerunner | council pays $117,000 a year to each of
needed in preparing us for the struggles to | cussions and speakers showing the vital | Liverpool

a huge campaign of fear waged by the | of the Socialist, which was founded | its councillors. Kshama is taking home

parties of big business, in fact the “los- | 50 years ago. Militant beat Thatcher | only the $40,000 average workers’ wage come i

ers won and the winners lost” The col- | “through the mighty movement of | and donates the rest to a solidarity TUSC pean Central Bank and IMF) demands Jame.s Kerr role the Socialist Party and its sister sec- .

lapse in Labour Party support shows | Poll Tax non-payers” We also took her | fund that supports workers’ struggles. Dave emphasised the need for social- and the working class (on the surface) Lewisham :ﬁgg ;irti playfl_r(ljg around the world. | was | The h'g?]“ght of my weekend was the ‘wom-
confidence in our socialist ideas | en on the frontline of austerity’ session. It

ists to step forward and stand for TUSC  seemingly willing to take it. () Wik
and desperate to get out and convince | Was inspiring to hear Ruth Coppinger speak

the need for a new mass workers’ party, | on in the massive 1980s’ battle of the Consciousness in the US is changing

and SPS is committed to building the | Liverpool councillors. because of the bankruptcy of capitalist in May 2015. He outlined the drive to However, he described the rupture in This was my first Socialism and d other workers of our abilit i th igni i

Scottish Trade Unionist and Socialist Some accuse the Socialist Party of | policies. “The US working class is not stand 1,000 candidates in the local this mood as represented by the non- be an uplifting experience. It wasl,O rorvet :o future! abiliy fo win a better I(;Zd (: ﬁ{ampalgmng_work e AR L [Tt

Coalition (see page 8). ‘reformism’ because of the Liverpool | weighed down by the betrayals of so- council elections and 100 in the general payment campaign of water charges. meet so many comrades f.rom acrogssaBriE Tessa- Warrington lencé : ;r_1g : 9 I [EBnes o sexism, vio-
The next speaker was Mark Serwotka, | struggle, and today our co-thinkers in | cial democracy like Labour in Britain.” election - giving us the possibility of an  Just like in Seattle he described how ain and the world! Leicester anti—capgite;;i];t t\)/:;ril;en and abortion on an

recently re-elected as general secretary | the US, Socialist Alternative, because | This is partly why there is so much po- election broadcast to help us reach a others on the left and the establishment Jenny Stewart Caroline Vincent.

of the PCS civil service union. His un- | of the $15 Now campaign in Seattle. | tential for socialist ideas now. wider audience than ever before. thought his election impossible, and Leicester Very informative weekend, obtaining infor- | Leicester

ion has been at the sharp end of the re- | Peter answered this by saying: “Yes we “We are now taking the first Unite convenor at St Mungo'’s Broad-  yet, win he did. mation from other work;:’)laces cultures

sistance to government attacks on pub- | are guilty of winning reforms for the | steps towards a new mass way, Adam Lambert, put to shame Hannah Sell, assistant general secre- Kshama is the epitome of a modern social- | industrial and community action’s. A broaé I enjoyed the final rally. The speakers rep-

ist leader, showing no compromise in the | range of like-minded people learning from | resented workers in struggle and their

many national union executives. He tary of the Socialist Party, described the

lic services - 87,000 civil service jobs | working class! The $15 Now campaign | workers’ party in the US.
described the recent victorious strike dire situation facing working class people

fight against low pay, taking home only the | €xperience - past and present. Enjoyed | speeches were short, snappy and brim-

have gone in the last four years. is a model throughout the US and the | Capitalism is undermining

He warned: “The next government, | world” itself. All its institutions are of homelessness workers at St Mungo’s,  but in keeping with the mood of the clos- average wage, using remaining wages to | €very single minute of it. ming with optimism.
whoever it is, will be one of austerity, In certain periods of history it is pos- | seen as rotten by big sec- where stewards knew that it would take  ingrally and of the whole weekend, spoke support local struggles, making the time to | lan Plumbley Jean Thorpe
privatisation and spending cuts. The | sible to win reforms. But in a period | tions of the population. The more to win than an hour’s strike here  of all the possibilities for humanity if so- talkto workers, understanding their issues - | St. Helens Nottingham
unions need to step up to the plate. The | of capitalist crisis it is not possible to | US congress is less popular and another hour there. Workers voted  ciety was organised along socialist lines. all while organising and building the social-
PCS has supported all the coordinated | maintain those unless we are prepared | than head lice and cock- for seven days of action. She appealed to those who were not ist movement in Seattle. Pure inspiration. Great to see so many young people cheer- | Glad to hear the championing of commu-
strike action that has happened so far. | to change the system. roaches according to a recent This dispute highlights that where yet members of the Socialist Party to Lisa Bainbridge ing for socialist ideas at the rallies. Listen- | Nity issues and see the breadth of work
I call on the leaders of all the unions Peter explained: “If wages had | poll!” workers’ leaders are honest, committed join with us in replacing this system. Lambeth ing to speakers and debates, | really got a | comrades are getting involved in up and
- let’s strike together as a matter of ur- | increased at the same rate as bosses’ Kshama finished with the rallying and determined, they are repaid witha  The rally closed with a rousing rendi- ) feeling that the working class is stirring. down the country
gency” He also pointed to the need “to | pay, the minimum wage would now | call: “Let’s build the powerful force resolute and determined struggle. And tion of the Internationale and a deter- Still buzzing, and not from the beer! Two | Heather Rawling Mark Gawthorpe

excellent rallies promoting our public | Leicester Leicester

of course, victory! mination to take socialist ideas out far

build an alternative political force that | be £19 an hour. What a condemnation | thatwe know is necessary - because we
If the theme of a new beginning ap- and wide.

has the credibility to stand in elections.” | of right wing trade union leaders! | have a world to win!”
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Leading Scottish trade

unionists back TUSC

Philip Stott
Socialist Party Scotland

Some of the leaders of Scotland’s
most combative unions were gath-
ered at a significant Scottish Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition
(TUSC) conference on 1 November.

Gordon Martin, Scotland organ-
iser of TUSC supporting transport
union RMT, spoke from the plat-
form. “All the politicians in Scot-
land - whether Labour, SNP or
Tories - have failed us. That’s why
standing our own candidates is so
important.”

John Mclnally, vice president of
civil service union PCS, explained
that austerity was the only choice
on offer from the capitalist parties
- including the discredited Labour
Party. “Labour is in long term
crisis in Scotland, as we see by
the resignation of Johann Lamont.
If Blairite Jim Murphy is the ans-

wer to this crisis, we're asking the
wrong question.”

Cheryl Gedling, a member of the
PCS national executive committee,
chaired the meeting - which was
also attended by leading members
of the union’s Scottish Committee.
The leadership of left wing branch-
es of public service union Unison,
including Glasgow and Dundee, at-
tended as well.

Also taking part were community
activists, including successful anti-
bedroom tax campaigners from
Castlemilk and Easterhouse. In all,
more than 70 trade unionists, so-

cialists and anti-cuts activists dis-
cussed the way forward following
the independence referendum.

Yes

Despite the huge working class
Yes vote in the referendum - a
revolt against austerity and the
establishment - the cuts juggernaut

has continued.

The SNP bears much of this
responsibility. A number of left
organisations and individuals in
Scotland have called for an SNP - or
so-called “Yes Alliance” - vote next
year.

All the organisations that take
part in TUSC, including the RMT,
called for a Yes vote in the referen-
dum. But we cannot support can-
didates who are not prepared to
refuse to implement cuts.

Betrayal
Jim McFarlane, secretary of
Dundee City Unison, reminded the
conference that Dundee delivered
the biggest Yes majority in Scot-
land. Yet within a week the SNP
led council announced a further £8
million in cuts.

“This week has seen that figure
become the tip of the iceberg. Now
cuts of four times that - a full £30

million plus - are being prepared
between now and 2017. They will
decimate public services in Scot-
land’s Yes city. This cannot go un-
challenged.”

Instead the conference unani-
mously passed a resolution com-
mitting TUSC to standing candi-
dates in the 2015 elections. We
pledge to set no cuts, needs based
budgets - and fight for socialist
policies like public ownership, an
end to anti-union laws and a living
wage.

Scottish TUSC will hold an-
other conference in late February
to finalise its manifesto and list of
candidates. In the meantime, the
expanded steering committee will
be writing to trade union organi-
sations, socialist groups and oth-
ers. We invite all such groups and
individuals to take part in building

a principled electoral challenge to
austerity in May 2015.

The Trade Unionist and Socialist
Coalition (TUSC) is an electoral alliance
that stands candidates against all cuts
and privatisation. It involves transport

workers’ union RMT; leading members

of other unions including the PCS, NUT
and POA: the Socialist Party, and other

and individuals.
www.tusc.org.uk

Leicester party
building school

Ca_roline Vincent
Leicester Socialist Party

Our party is not funded in the same
way as the mainstream parties - we
don’t get corporate handouts. We
rely on the money we raise through
campaigning.

On 11 October, Leicester branch
posed the question “why do we
do stalls?” We were holding a da
school on building a revolution}—’
ary party. We assembled at a cafe
in Leicester town centre, ordered
cgffee and bacon sandwiches, and
kicked off the discussion. ’

Fundraising

Members made many suggestions,
such as raising the profile of thé
party, promoting upcoming events
and testing out our ideas. Our key
reasons for doing stalls were meet.
ing .p(?tential members, selling the
Somal_lst newspaper and collecting
donations for our fighting fund.

The economic situation means
th_e _ma]orlty we meet are earning
minimum wage or little more, are
In precarious employment, or’ are
affected by government cutbacks in
some way. For this reason we can
sometimes be shy when asking for
cash.' But since donations from the
working class are vital to our work,
\l;v:l (';lfgreed to be both sensitive and

We also went through logistical
gnd organisational points, includ-
ing dressing appropriately for the
weather and bringing pens that

Renewed confidence and fresh ideas

anti-cuts and socialist groups

actually work! Then we turned
Fheory into action, and took our
ideas to the street with a two hour
town centre stall.
_U§1ng petitions for a £10 an hour
minimum wage, we asked for do-
nations by giving concrete exam-
ples of how money would be spent
such as printing material. We en—’
thl'lSIE.lStiCaHy sold the Socialist
pointing out the front page articlé
on striking to end poverty pa
Ev_ep the rain couldn’t dampen ogf
Spirits - fortunately some of us had
brought umbrellas, displaying how
well prepared we are!
' Three people had expressed an
Interest in joining, ten papers were
§old, and an impressive £32 fight-
ing fund had been raised. Clearly

our bold approach
success! pproach had been a

Recruiting

After or'der.ing more coffee (with
cakg this time) we discussed re-
cruitment. We gave examples of
thlngs to say when we phone po-
tential members, and how best to
arrange a meeting for discussion
C(')trl'lltaCtl details were assigned'
with a plan to phone th ith-
in 48 hours. emallwith-

We ended the day with a social
ev'en::l \Af/here homemade curry
raised a furthe ighti
ises T £20 for the fighting

'Ih.e day left us full of renewed
confidence and fresh ideas - and
a gooq start towards hitting our
branch’s fighting fund and paper
sales targets for this quarter.

‘} ? Donate to fund the fightback'

les

Residents of Cressingham Gardens in south London march to save their
homes. Lambeth council is threatening the estate with ‘redevelopment’

Russell Brand joins resi g .

esidents of the New i
Lo.n.don.. Demonstrators posted an evicticl)sr:a i e
millionaire Tory MP landlord'

www.socialistparty.org.uk for the full story

| an notice on their
s office in protest at rent hikes. Visit

socialistparty.org.uk/donate
020 8988 8777

{itext 0776 1818206 [ @Socialist_party H /CWISocialistParty
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Low wage Britain
Little charity from high paid care bosses

A care worker

ive million workers in Brit-
ain are on low pay. I'm one
of them.

In 2005 I was transferred
from the NHS to one of a group of
companies owned by a not-for-prof-
it charity. It was also ‘not-for-union
recognition, although those trans-
ferred did stay in Unison.

In 2013 I was on £8.50 an hour
for supporting people with learning
difficulties and challenging behav-
iours. If I did overtime, night work,

| was on £8.50 an
hour for supporting
people with
learning difficulties
and challenging
behaviours.

But then a
restructure
‘harmonised’ all of
us to be paid £7.59

unsocial hours and bank holidays I
got an enhanced rate. I got six weeks
holiday too.

But then a restructure ‘harmo-
nised’ our contracts with the non-
transferred workers. Our hourly rate
was to be cut to £7.59 for all shifts
with no enhanced rates. Holidays
were cut to four weeks. Some of us
went on strike.

The companies made a total sur-
plus of over £2 million in 2012-13,
which they gave in gift aid to the
parent company with no tax paid.
Four executive directors were on
over £100,000 a year!

Determined strike

Many people had never been on
strike before but were determined
to fight. Some already on £7.59 also
struck, but sadly we did not win over
enough of them, as management
used divide and rule tactics. But I
still think that had the strike gone
on, more would have come out on
strike.

However we lost, not through
lack of determination, but the union
regional officials let us down and
called it off. At one point we had the
bosses on the run, they had to bring
in management from other areas.

A couple of months later the com-
pany gave us a pay rise, from £7.59
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Care workers on strike photo The Socialist

The Socialist Party
says:

e Stop the care cuts

* Take council and
NHS care back in-
house

e £10 minimum
wage now - no
exemptions

e Scrap zero-hour
contracts

have been hit twice with the

bedroom tax. The first time was
last year when I was in a three
bedroom place, as I was having
my younger kids stay weekends,
along with my older son living
with me full time.

Not being able to afford the
top-up, I decided to move to a two
bedroom flat along with my son.

Then he left and a few months
ago [ was back to square one, hav-
ing to pay the top up once again. I
could not afford this and gave the
place up.

Flawed maths of the bedroom tax

When [ was in a three bedroom
home the rent was about £82 a
week. But when I moved to a two
bedroom flat the rent was £125 a
week.

Why did I have to downsize
for the council to pay an extra
£40?

It would have been cheaper
for them to keep me in the three
bedroom and still have my kids
stopping.

Scrap the bedroom tax!
lan Radford, Grimsby Socialist
Party

to £7.66 an hour. It was not much,
but better than nothing. The com-
pany had said we would not get a
rise till 2016!

We also won extended pay pro-
tection from 12 to 18 months,
but that protection comes to an
end at the end of November. So
I will be taking a lot less home in
December.

I am trying to campaign for un-
ion recognition as we recruited a lot
during the strike, but it is difficult to
recruit more now as a result of the
union officials’ action. There is still a
lot of demoralisation.

Now rumour has it that the com-
pany are cutting again. Many of the
people we support need two-to-one
support. However, social services
now want one-to-one support.

This will affect’s clients’ activities
and quality of life. But it also puts
staff at risk as many clients have
very challenging behaviour. Staff
could also lose their jobs.

They also want to change waking
nights to sleep-ins, expecting staff
to sleep in corridors on a flat bed.
Why pay an hourly rate for a waking
night when you can just pay £22 for
asleep in?

Labour have promised an £8 min-
imum wage, but not until 2020! We
need £10 now!

Life of a zero-hour care worker

day in the life of many care
workers working for charities
on zero-hour contracts can in-
volve:
o Sitting at home watching crap
TV while waiting for a call that
doesn’t come
Taking a ticket at the council of-
fices and waiting half a day to
sort out your housing benefit
even though you lose a day’s pay
in the process
Trawling the internet for a care
job with a proper contract
o Being shunted from place to
place and pretending to be hap-
py, lest a grumpy face loses you
shifts
o Or being at work and seeing that
the very people you work with
and for are also being done over
I know, I've been there and
dread going back. Like so many,
the Con-Dems’ recession led me
from a half-decent job to zero
hours via the soul destroying Job-
centre Plus.
Many are doing two jobs be-
cause the charity claims it cannot
pay a living wage. I ended up get-

' Always get the latest issue!

4 text 0776 1818 206

& @Socialist_party

ting an hourly rate that I wouldn’t
have got out of bed for in 1999.

But charity chief executives reg-
ularly get £100,000 plus expenses
with their entourage not far be-
hind. No wonder that a recent poll
showed 35% of people have little
trust in charities.

Benefit cuts

Vulnerable clients are also getting
whacked with their benefits being
cut. New Personal Independent
Payments actually mean person-
ally restricting their lives: more
stress and isolation for them with
less respite for their carers.

Zero hours means you're per-
manently skint. Most staff couldn’t
afford to attend last year’s Christ-
mas do at £25 a head - that’s over
half a day’s pay.

The only saving grace in three
years of zero-hours working was
my fellow workers and the vulner-
able people I worked for. Social-
ism cannot come quick enough for
them.

A London Socialist Party member

Subscribe now!
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Exhibition review

Disobedient

Objects

Amalia Loizidou reviews
the Disobedient Objects
exhibition at London’s V&A
museum

his exhibition takes people

on a journey through pro-

tests around the world and

across time through objects,
protest art and design. A Unite un-
ion banner saying: “Still the enemy
within” greets visitors; this refers to
how Thatcher talked of striking min-
ers in the 1980s. The exhibition is
full of DIY protest objects - some of
which normally have a completely
different use.

There is the lid of a cooking pot,
used in Argentina around 2001 in
protests against the bank accounts
of millions being frozen. These pro-
tests led to the fall of four different
presidents in three weeks. Next to
it was a teacup and saucepan from
the Women’s Social and Political
Union, the suffragettes’ movement
in Britain.

Other objects included a self-
made gas mask used by protesters in
Turkey in the Gezi park movement
and the red square cut-out used as a
solidarity symbol for the 2012 Que-
bec student protests.

A moving feature was the Arpill-
eras, appliquéd textiles made by
women in South America. One of

them celebrated the fall of dictator
Pinochet in Chile; others were calls
of hope and to remember the chil-
dren who disappeared.

This exhibition also shows the
guerrilla girls’ gorilla masks, a femi-
nist group of artists who were pro-
testing the lack of female artists’
representation in New York’s Met-
ropolitan Museum. You can learn
about the history of the “bust cards”

“Still the enemy
within” greets visitors;
this refers to how
Thatcher talked of
striking miners in the
1980s

made in case of the arrest of protest-
ers, explaining to them their rights
and legal procedures.

There were placards from the 2011
student demos in Britain against
increasing university tuition fees
and abolishing the EMA. Wherever
you stand in the exhibition a huge
banner watches over you, saying
“Capitalism Is Crisis” It's a pleasant
surprise in a museum - Victoria and
Albert (V&A) - named after royalty!

We went to the exhibition the day
after the TUC “Britain needs a pay
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rise” demo in London. So it was
good to see stickers from the V&A
staff and the PCS union, with slo-
gans about the living wage on the
description panels.

Another good feature was a wall
covered with current campaigns’
material such as leaflets (includ-
ing Socialism 2014 flyers) and also
knickers with slogans about the

abortion rights movement in Ire-
land.

This exhibition can teach you
about movements in different plac-
es of the world and different mo-
ments in time that you might not
know about. It even has items that
you might have been using yourself
while demonstrating for your rights.
It will make you smile at objects pro-

duced for the different movements.
It can also make you cry.

It will certainly leave you inspired
about all the struggles across the
world and across time. It shows how
the baton is now in your hands to
fight for your own rights and your
own future. The exhibition, on until
1 February 2015 is definitely recom-
mended! And it’s free!

Labour -

the singer or the song?

The Con-Dems are the most unpop-
ular government in living memory.
They crush the poor and force-feed
the rich. Suicides of people unable
to cope with miserly benefits are
increasing. Yet Labour’s lead limps
between 1% and 4%. Why?

The would-be political assassins
of Ed Miliband are condemned
by Labour worthies like Hain and
Blunkett, who say Ed should get on
the doorstep to project Labour’s
policies.

If he did it would go like this: ‘Vote
for me and I'll maintain the Con-
Dem spending cap; vote for me and
I'll maintain the public sector wage
freeze; the privatised utilities will
remain in private hands; the Health
Care Act will be repealed but there’s
little I can do about the privatisation
of the NHS. Vote for me and I'll be
tougher with the unemployed than
the Con-Dems; and I'll maintain the
most vicious anti-trade union laws
in Western Europe’

Ed’s problem is not that he
looks silly eating a sandwich, but
that Labour offers a continuation
of austerity not fundamentally

Miliband - no alternative

different to the Con-Dems.

Those socialists who remain with
Labour should now put their ener-
gies into building a new mass party
of the working class, spearheaded
by TUSC, so offering a clear socialist
alternative to the electorate.

Tony Mulhearn

the Socialist postbag

Do you have something to say?

Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words to
Socialist Postbag, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,

or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk.

We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name,

address and phone number.

Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

Theatre review

United
We Stand

Reviewed by Kate Jones,
Socialist Party Wales

It is the summer of 1972, two years
into a Tory government, and build-
ing workers take strike action
against the ‘Lump’ - the use of cash-
in-hand non-union labour in the
building industry.

Flying pickets travel from site to
site, and succeed in persuading
workers to join the union, and the
strike. The bosses retaliate. The big
building companies, and their Tory
allies, decide to teach the trade un-
ions a lesson.

Des Warren and Eric ‘Ricky’ Tom-
linson are two workers who pay a
heavy price, when 24 pickets are
charged with a variety of offences,
including ‘conspiracy to intimidate
and affray! Conspiracy laws, not

used since the days of Queen Victo-
ria, are a stick to punish the workers.

United We Stand, currently tour-
ing, is a political - and highly en-
tertaining - two-man show, which
uses humour, music and puppets
to tell the story of the strike and its
aftermath. The audience become
the workers at the strike meeting
and the public at the trial. News and
other footage from the time are pro-
jected on to a sheet draped over the
scaffolding that makes up a simple
set.

Over 40 years later, the campaign
to overturn the verdicts continues.
On tour with the play is an exhibi-
tion from the official Shrewsbury 24
Campaign. As Des Warren told his

trial: “The only conspiracy was be-
tween the government, the employ-
ers and the police”

Ricky Tomlinson, today sup-
porting the play, comments: “They
wanted the prison sentences to
act as a deterrent to prevent work-
ers from taking strike action. Every
worker should know what hap-
pened to us to ensure it does not
happen again” United We Stand is a
play which every trade unionist and
activist should see.

United We Stand by Neil Gore
Townsend Productions in
association with the official
Shrewsbury 24Campaign www.
townsendproductions.org.uk

Obituary: Heulwen Davies 1960-2014

Heulwen Davies passed away sud-
denly on 30 October after suffering a
stroke and then a heart attack while
out walking, one of her favourite
pastimes. Heulwen joined Militant
in Swansea in the early 1980s and
became one of the hardest work-
ing, most respected comrades in the
area particularly in Morriston where
she became secretary of the local
branch.

For many years, she was active
in the PCS and its predecessor un-
ion the CPSA at the big Driver and

Vehicle Licensing Authority (DVLA)
office. She was the most conscien-
tious of union reps, and some of her
members would insist on presenting
her with a gift each year. She always
refused such gifts, but would accept
donations to the Militant and later
the Socialist Party.

For much of her time at DVLA, the
union branch was controlled by right
wingers but she persistently fought
for her trade union and socialist
principles. She took the time and ef-
fort to talk to the members she rep-

resented and took up their concerns
both with management and union
branch officers.

She was less active politically and
in the union in recent years, but she
remained the most loyal of com-
rades and friends. Heulwen cared
about her friends and took their con-
cerns seriously, sometimes to the
detriment of her own needs. | can-
not believe that she is gone. Rest in
peace, Heulwen, our comrade and
friend.

Carol Warren
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25 years after the Berlin Wall fel
Was capitalist restoration inevitable?

Robert Bechert
Berlin resident in 1989

hile, for millions, the
1989 opening of the
Berlin Wall is celebrat-
ed as a great victory
for democratic rights, the official
celebrations to mark its 25th an-
niversary have been dominated by
anti-socialist propaganda.

This has sought to hide the fact
that, initially, the revolutionary
movement that opened the Wall was
pro-socialist and that it was only af-
terwards that hopes and illusions
in capitalism came to dominate the
movement in East Germany.

But the official propaganda buries
the initial revolutionary and pro-so-
cialist character of the movement in
autumn 1989 and make it seem that,
from the outset, its aim was to bring
back the capitalist market via unit-
ing with west Germany.

Internationally the 9 November
anniversary of the Wall’s opening
was exploited by many govern-
ments to allow them to appear that
they always were on the side of
‘democracy’ and free travel. This is
complete hypocrisy.

As far as free travel is concerned,
in many ways it is increasingly re-
stricted to those with money. In-
ternationally, visa restrictions are
being continually tightened while
the Berlin Wall has been replaced
by new barriers east and south as
the European Union has worked to
construct a ‘Fortress Europe’

But the monstrous border, with
its killing zones, that the East
German regime (GDR - the German
Democratic Republic) maintained,
alienated millions and allowed the
western powers to paint a horrible
picture of a ‘socialist’ country which
used force to keep its population
inside.

Initially, immediately after the
World War Two, there was some
enthusiasm for the creation of the
GDR. Partly this reflected the then
widespread support for socialist
ideas throughout Germany. The
GDR was at first seen by a section
as more ‘anti-fascist’ and ‘progres-
sive’ than West Germany which was
clearly capitalist and had a large
number of ex-Nazis in key positions
in the economy and state.

Bureaucracy

But the GDR, while not having a
capitalist economy, was not a so-
cialist democracy. Its regime was
modelled on that of Stalin’s USSR
and run by an elite group of bureau-
crats, something seen in the brutal
crushing of the 1953 workers’ upris-
ing and the continuing suppression
of any serious criticism or dissent.

This led to increasing numbers
moving to the west and, in 1961, the
regime building the Berlin Wall to
complete sealing off the inner-Ger-
man border.

For some decades the GDR de-
veloped but then, like in other Sta-
linist states, top-down bureaucratic
methods began to strangle the
economy. Internationally this led
to the crisis gripping many Stalinist
states in the 1980s, particularly in
the then Soviet Union, where Gor-
bachev’s attempts at reforms helped
stimulate movements from below.

This development had a big im-
pactin the GDR and other countries
especially the greater toleration of
open debate, something which the
GDR leadership tried to resist.

One of the sparks of the 1989 pro-

test movement was the rigging of
the local elections held in May that
year. Also, there were suddenly op-
portunities to leave the country as
first Hungary, and later the then
Czechoslovakia, opened their west-
ern borders.

For those living in the GDR a cru-
cial difference with other Stalinist
states was that West Germany would
immediately grant citizenship and
full welfare benefits to any East Ger-
man citizens who moved there.

As increasing numbers left
the GDR many started to discuss
whether they should try to leave the
country or whether they should try
to change it. The majority decided
to stay.

Protests

This was the background to the
regular protests that first began in
Leipzig on 4 September and rapidly
gained strength particularly after
clashes around the celebration of
the GDR’s 40th anniversary at the
beginning of October.

Soon a tremendous momentum
developed. Despite attempts at rep-
ression the protests kept expanding.
The authorities began to back down
from using force which gave the
protesters growing confidence.

In 15 days the numbers partici-
pating in the ‘Monday demos’ in
Leipzig jumped from 70,000 on 9
October to 250,000 on 23 October.

The largest single protest was the
demonstration of up to a million
people (out of a 16.1 million popula-
tion) in East Berlin on 4 November.
However this protest is downplayed
in the official story, even though it

Recently Die Zeit
published the results
of an opinion poll
showing that well over
70% of east Germans
believe “socialism is

a good idea, but was
badly implemented”

played a key role in the events that
led, five days later, to the opening of
the Wall.

The fundamental reason for
downplaying it is simple. Its de-
mands were not just for free elec-
tions, free media, freedom to travel,
but also for “democratic socialism”.
Opinion polls at that time showed
majority support in the GDR for so-
cialism in some form.

Unfortunately, there was no force
that was proposing concrete steps
that were needed to build “demo-
cratic socialism” The opening of the
border made many East Germans
see the strength of West Germany
and they questioned what future the
GDR would have on its own.

West Germany’s attraction was
that then it was the world’s third
strongest capitalist power. In ad-
dition, joining West Germany was
increasingly seen in the GDR as the
quickest way to get rid of the old
GDR elite.

At that same time, West German
leaders saw both a threat and an op-
portunity.

In mid-October 1989 Schiuble,
then interior and now German
finance minister, told the Financial
Times of the danger of “uncontrolled
events” in East Berlin and a threat of
the “destabilisation” of the GDR.

L

The wall comes down

But also the German capital-
ists saw the chance to reunite the
country under their control as well
as strengthening their international
position.

On 8 November the first calls of
“Germany, Fatherland” were heard
on a 400,000 strong Leipzig demo.
Soon this call was getting more and
more support and the West German
leaders decided to seize the op-
portunity to campaign for unifica-
tion. This won massive support in
the March 1990 GDR election that
paved the way for unification the
following October.

In many ways this was, in effect,
a takeover. The idea in West
Germany’s Basic Law that, should
Germany be united, there must be
a discussion on a new constitution
was dropped. The German cap-
italists feared that there would be
demands for a new constitution to
guarantee social rights, like jobs,
housing, etc.

Restoration

Instead unification meant a Ger-
man version of ‘shock therapy, the
rapid and brutal reintroduction of
capitalism, seen in many other for-
mer Stalinist states.

As the planned economy was dis-
mantled the former GDR’s industrial
production dropped by two-thirds
between 1989 and 1991. Industrial
employment dropped from 3.2 mil-
lion to under 1 million by mid-1992.

But the big difference between
the experience in East Germany
and the other former Stalinist states
was that the German ruling class
pumped huge amounts of money
into the area to buy social peace.

Between 1991 and 2013 the Ger-
man government spent two trillion
euros (£1.6 trillion) in the former
GDR. Yet still today eastern Germa-
ny’s GDP (total output) per head is
below the west’s level.

The experience of the last 25 years
has not fundamentally weakened
the general idea in East Germany
that socialism is preferable to
capitalism.

Recently the German weekly
Die Zeit published the results of
an opinion poll showing that today
well over 70% of east Germans be-
lieve “socialism is a good idea, but
was badly implemented’, an opin-
ion currently shared by 45% of west
Germans.

This illustrates the potential that

a socialist movement to change so-
ciety has in Germany. It is one of
the reasons why Die Linke (the Left
Party) is strongest in today’s eastern
Germany, although for this party
socialism is just a vague long-term
goal and its leaders have made clear
that they want to operate within
capitalism.

However it does not mean that
the aspirations for a genuine so-

Berlin Wall timeline

cialist democracy are buried. The
continuing turmoil in the capitalist
economy will result in a question-
ing that will provide fertile soil for
the ideas of socialism to grow and
become the basis of a movement for
change.

The full version of this article can
be read on www.socialistworld.net
See also: 1989: Germany - Power
was lying on the street

1945. After the defeat of the Nazis, occupied Germany is divided between
Western Imperialism and the Stalinist USSR. Start of the Cold War.

1948-49. Antagonism between the two blocs leads to Stalin imposing a
blockade of West Berlin. The West drop air supplies to the enclave.

1949. In May the USSR lifts its blockade. Also in May the western capitalist
Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) is declared followed by the
establishment of the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) in October -

a mirror image of the Soviet Union.

1953 June. Building workers in East Berlin strike against draconian working
conditions and low pay. It quickly develops into a widespread revolt across East
Germany against Stalinist rule. Soviet tanks crush the rebellion. Hundreds are

killed and the workers’ leaders executed.

1950s-1961. 3.5 million East Germans defect from the GDR undermining the

economy and the SED ‘communist’ party.

1961 August. East German troops are ordered to seal off the border crossings
between East and West Berlin. Construction of the concrete wall begins. In
response the US moves 1,500 troops through East Germany to West Berlin.
1963 June. US President John F Kennedy delivers his ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’
speech in West Berlin as a policy statement to the USSR declaring US defence of

West Germany and West Berlin.

1980s. Decades of bureaucratic rule drive the nationalised economies of the
USSR and Eastern Bloc countries into an impasse. In response, ‘Perestroika’ -
political and economic reform - is introduced by Soviet leader Gorbachev.
1989. An easing of travel restrictions and renewed political protests in East

Germany.

October. East German leader Erich Honecker resigns and is replaced by Egon

Krenz.

4 November. One million people attend a pro-democratic socialism demo.

9 November. The Wall is breached when the East German government
announces that all GDR citizens can visit West Germany and West Berlin. In the
absence of a democratic workers’ alternative, East Germany effectively collapses.
1990 3 October. East and West Germany are formally unified as a capitalist

state.
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When the Berlin wall was dismantled
in 1989 and Stalinist regimes came
crashing down, capitalism declared

itself victorious.

In this special anniversary edition of
Socialism Today, Peter Taaffe looks
back at the incredible events of 1989
and their consequences.
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What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a
democratic society run for the needs of all and
not the profits of a few. We also oppose every
cut, fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for
every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the
potential power to stop the cuts and transform
society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle
for genuine socialism must be international.
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee
for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist
international that organises in 45 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

® No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and
benefits. Defend our pensions.

® No to privatisation and the Private Finance
Initiative (PF1). Renationalise all privatised utilities
and services, with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

® Fully fund all services and run them under
accountable, democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers and users.
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Read more at
a socialiststudents.org.uk

Claire Laker-Mansfield
Socialist Students
national organiser

Four years ago, on 10 November
2010, London’s streets thronged
with over 50,000 young people.

The mood was angry, but it was
also electric. This was the start of a
movement which gave thousands
their first taste of struggle.

Two weeks later, up to 100,000
students walked out of schools and
colleges. Austerity’s bitter medi-
cine, in this case the tripling of tui-
tion fees and snatching of educa-
tion maintenance allowance, was
angrily rejected.

Students marching on 19 No-
vember 2014 will rightly be ask-
ing what the next steps are for our
movement today. How can we
rebuild an effective movement to
challenge the government and end
austerity in education?

The immediate task will be soli-
darity with university staff partici-
pating in a marking boycott and
potential strike action over pay and
conditions. Their fight is ours too.

But there is also the question of
our leadership.

Traitors

Outrageously, in the run up to the
march, the right wing leadership
of the National Union of Students
(NUS) attempted to pull the plug.
In an online statement, NUS presi-
dent Toni Pearce announced she
and other full time officers were
overturning a decision by the un-
ion’s national executive council to
support the protest. “Safety con-
cerns” were the given reason.

This is a disgraceful dereliction
of duty. In the run up to a general
election, with further attacks on
education threatened, failing to or-
ganise or even support a national
demonstration is criminal.

Should the NUS have genuine
concerns about safety, its attitude
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19 November...

should be to provide resources and
expertise to assist organisers in re-
solving them. Better still, if official
student leaders had organised the
demonstration in the first place,
they could easily have prevented
any such difficulties.

We must not be prepared to wait
for ‘permission’ from right wing-
ers like Toni Pearce to organise the
desperately needed fightback.

Looking back, the magnificent
2010 student movement can seem
distant. It too was betrayed by the
leadership of the NUS, who aban-
doned the fight after the first dem-
onstration.

Combined with this, the work-
ing class - with its huge economic
power - had yet to enter the arena
of struggle. Despite boiling anger
and a strong sense of solidarity
with students, workers were being
held back by a ‘block at the top’ of
the trade unions.

These factors meant round one
in the battle against sky high fees
and cuts ended in defeat.

Fightback

But no defeats are final. Follow-
ing on from the march, we need
to return to our campuses and
continue to organise against cuts.
This means strikes, protests and
occupations to keep the pressure
up on university management and
students’ union leaders to resist at-
tacks.

It also means fighting for a po-
litical alternative. None of the main
parties can be trusted with our
education. Sitting tight and hop-
ing for a Labour government - the
party who introduced fees in the
first place - is not a viable strategy.

The energy and vitality of the stu-
dent movement, when linked with
the muscle of organised workers -
the trade union movement - makes
a formidable force. The scenes of
resistance in 2010 were just the be-
ginning.

Students and workers unite!

® Free, publicly run, good quality education,
available to all at any age. Abolish university
tuition fees now and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘Free schools’!

® A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s

health needs - free at the point of use and under
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!

® Keep council housing publicly owned. For a
massive building programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis,
to provide good quality homes with low rents.
WORK AND INCOME

® Trade union struggle to increase the minimum
wage to £10 an hour without exemptions as a step
towards a real living wage. For an annual increase
in the minimum wage linked to average earnings.
® All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of
pay, employment protection, and sickness and
holiday rights from day one of employment.

® An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement
pension, as a step towards a living pension.

® Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to decent
benefits, education, training, or a job, without
compulsion.

® Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting

trade unions, democratically controlled by their
members. Full-time union officials to be regularly

elected and receive no more than a worker’s wage.

Support the National Shop Stewards Network.

® A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay.
ENVIRONMENT

® Major research and investment into replacing
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending
the problems of early obsolescence and un-
recycled waste.

® Public ownership of the energy generating
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.

® A democratically planned, low fare, publicly
owned transport system, as part of an overall plan
against environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

® Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race,

sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms
of prejudice.

® Repeal all laws that trample over civil
liberties. For the right to protest! End police
harassment.

® Defend abortion rights. For a woman'’s right to
choose when and whether to have children.

® For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

® For a new mass workers’ party drawing
together workers, young people and activists
from workplace, community, environmental

and anti-war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big business parties.
® Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour
Party now and aid the building of a new mass
workers’ party! Support the Trade Unionist

and Socialist Coalition as an important step
towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

® No to imperialist wars and occupations.

® Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government
to take into public ownership the top 150
companies and the banking system that
dominate the British economy, and run them
under democratic working class control and
management. Compensation to be paid only on
the basis of proven need.

® A democratic socialist plan of production based
on the interests of the overwhelming majority
of people, and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

® No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union!
For a socialist Europe and a socialist world!
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