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Osborne’s savage cuts...

NO RETURN
TO THE
1930s

m For a huge national anti-austerity
demonstration

m Unions must prepare for mass
coordinated industrial action

Steve Score

he Tories plan to send us back to

the 1930s. The Office for Budget Re-

sponsibility said public spending

levels will be thrown back 80 years if
Osborne’s Autumn Statement plans are im-
plemented. Politicians say we must all take
cuts in our living standards and downgrade
what we expect from public services.

But austerity doesn'’t stretch to everyone.
The House of Lords rejected a plan to save
money by merging catering services with
the Commons. Why? Because they “feared
the quality of champagne would not be
as good”! The House of Lords spends £1.3
million a year on catering. In four years it
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bought 17,000 bottles of champagne costing
£265,770.

So when you can’t pay your bills because
your real income has been cut year after
year, or if Christmas makes your debts un-
manageable, comfort yourself by knowing
that the Lords will still have good champers
to drink at your expense.

Last year the wealth of Britain’s richest
thousand people rose £68 billion. That’s
more than the amount the Tories plan to cut
from public spending. ‘Austerity’ is a class
war, pursued for the super-rich by their paid
servants - the main political parties.

The chancellor’s autumn statement cut tax
on the oil companies’ profits, costing us £470
million over the next parliament. Is it coin-
cidence that the oil industry has given the

Tories £2.5 million in donations since 2010?

Despite its protestations, Labour would
make the same cuts, but slightly slower.
Shadow Chancellor Ed Balls said: “There will
be cuts under Labour. I do not just want the
current budget back into balance, I want it
backinto surplus... as soon as possible in the
next parliament.”

In recent years we have seen a massive
squeeze on working class people’s living
standards. Benefits, wages, job security and
guaranteed hours of work, as well as the
NHS and other public services have been
hammered.

But this is nothing compared with what is
to come. 1930s levels of services would take
us back to the days before the NHS, before
the welfare state. We are now in the fight of
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our lives to defend these gains.

We can’t wait until the general election
to start that fight. The union leaders should
immediately meet to organise action - start-
ing with a mass demonstration as soon as
possible in the New Year to defend the NHS,
the welfare state and all our public services.
Plans for a one day general strike should be
drawn up to show whatever government
comes to power in May that we will not tol-
erate this devastation.

But we also need a mass political party
of our own, one that will fight for the alter-
native to austerity. This is why we support
the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition
standing in next year’s elections to show that
a socialist alternative is possible.

See pages 6&7 on fighting the cuts
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Europe: a new wave of workers’
struggle has begun

nce again workers are in revolt

against “elderly and haggard” Eu-

ropean capitalism - as the Pope

accurately described it. Six years
into ‘the Great Recession’ austerity and mass
unemployment has become permanent conti-
nent wide. Across the EU there are over eight-
een million looking for work and unable to find
it. Youth unemployment is a massive 23%, in
Greece and Spain it is 50%. In the first years
of the crisis the working class came onto the
streets in country after country in heroic strug-
gle, attempting to defend working and living
conditions. These movements were defeated
not due to lack of determination but because
their leaders failed them. Workers lacked the
democratic structures or mass working class
organisations, both trade unions and mass
workers’ parties, to pressurise or remove and
replace their existing leaders.

Aftermath

In the aftermath of this first round of the bat-
tle against austerity there was a pause in the
struggle, as workers drew breath and assessed
the situation. Inevitably, there was a feeling of
demoralisation in some countries, even ele-
ments of despair, allowing reactionary and divi-
sive ideas room to grow. However, that phase is
now coming to an end. The hope that the crisis
might be temporary is fading as Europe once
again faces recession and - in several coun-
tries - workers have drawn the conclusion that
the only way forward is to fight back. Of course
features of reaction remain to some extent in
all countries, and not everywhere has yet been
touched by the new upsurge of struggle. How-
ever, the mighty struggles sweeping Ireland
and Belgium, the electoral uprising that took
place in Scotland’s Independence referendum,
and the important political developments in
Spain, are a portent of what is coming conti-
nent wide. All of them are examples of how fast
events will develop once the enormous anger
and frustration that exists below the surface of
society finds a viable outlet.

In Belgium the capitalist class had not, up
until now, dared to launch austerity on the
scale of most other European countries, for

IVI_arching against water charges in Dublin

fear of the response it would invoke from the
working class. Now - belatedly - the new gov-
ernment is trying carry out Thatcherism on
steroids. In response the trade union leaders
began by calling a national demonstration -
which was a huge 150,000 strong (in a country
of 11 million) - the biggest demonstration since
1986. There have since been three regjonal 24
hour general strikes, which is culminating in a
national 24-hour general strike on 15 Decem-
ber (see socialistworld.net for reports).

These have not been ‘stay at home’ general
strikes. Mass workplace meetings to discuss
the strike have been organised in many work-
places. Press reports said that in East Flanders
alone there were 500 picket lines, involving
10,000 pickets.This is the first time in this his-
torical era in Europe that general strike action
has been called by the union leaders not just
to ‘let off steam’ but with some intent to win,
and even to bring down the government. The
magnificent response of the Belgian working
class shows what is possible if the union lead-
ers lift their little fingers. The mood of the strik-
ers is one of determination to take the strug-
gle to its conclusion. The trade union leaders
- frightened by the power of the movement
they have unleashed - may try and retreat,
but this would not be easy. The sister party
of the Socialist Party - Linkse Socialistiche
Partij/Parti Socialiste de Lutte -is campaign-
ing for a new round of action in the new year,
culminating in a 48-hour general strike.

Warning

It is also sounding a warning that the fall of
the government would not mean an end to
austerity. The trade union leaders are hop-
ing for a return to the tri-partite alliance gov-
ernment involving social democracy. Such
a government, however, while it might cut
more slowly, would carry out fundamentally
the same policies as the current axe men
and women. But they would be faced with an
enormously emboldened and more confident
working class that had seen off one govern-
ment, and would not accept a diet of massive
austerity from the next. The need for a new
mass workers’ party - to give political expres-

Striking firefighters in Belgium photo LSP/PSL

sion to the mighty movement of the Belgian
working class, will be urgently posed.

Whereas in Belgium the trade union lead-
ers have been forced to act, in Ireland - as in
many countries - they have utterly failed to do
s0. But the magnificent movement against the
water charges in Ireland shows the limits to
how far the trade union leaders can act as a
block on struggle. Faced with the iniquitous wa-
ter charges Ireland has erupted in huge dem-
onstrations. The capitalist media which previ-
ously sneered at the Irish people as ‘sheeple’
- as passive as sheep - are now decrying them
as ‘the mob’ because they have dared to rise
from their knees.

The Socialist Party - our sister organisation
- including their three TDs (members of parlia-
ment), have made a clear call for mass non-
payment of the tax. In opinion polls around
60% of the population have indicated they will
not pay the tax. The government has already
been shaken by the scale of the movement
and has been forced to announce a reduction
in the tax and a delay in its implementation.

Confidence

This, however, can give confidence to the move-
ment, showing complete victory is possible. In
Ireland, as in Belgium, the question of a politi-
cal alternative to austerity is posed. The gov-
ernment could fall at any time. The Socialist
Party and the Anti-Austerity Alliance are call-
ing for candidates to stand from the anti-water
charges movement - standing not only for the
scrapping of the water charges, but for a gov-
ernment that breaks with austerity and capital-
ism.

New movements are also developing in oth-
er countries. A general strike is taking place in
Italy against the attacks being carried out by
the Renzi government. Huge demonstrations
have swept Hungary. A public sector strike is on
the cards in Northern Ireland. At the same time
- in almost every country - the capitalist parties
are losing their ability to govern effectively on
behalf of their class; because to act in the inter-
ests of capitalism is to be increasingly hated by
the majority. The old channels through which
politics flowed are being smashed up. This is
the case in Britain - where the next govern-
ment looks likely to be a fragile coalition of the
‘slightly less unpopular’. Even ‘stable’ Sweden
has seen its government collapse within three
months of being elected.

As the existing capitalist parties’ base of

support crumbles there is a huge space for
the development of new forces with an anti-
austerity programme. In Greece, the left party
Syriza is likely to win the next election, which
could take place within weeks if the parliament
fails to elect a new President. So desperate are
the capitalist class to prevent this they have
set up a fund to bribe Greek MPs to the tune
of millions of euros in order to avoid a general
election. This does not represent a fear of the
leadership of Syriza, which has moved to the
right and has attempted to promise Greek and
global capitalism it is not a threat, but of the
mighty movement it would invoke from the
Greek working class as it attempted to take
back what has been stolen from it over the last
years.

In some other countries the absence of mass
parties of the left has left a vacuum which far-
right and right-wing populist forces have been
able to partially fill in the electoral field. They
have only been able to do so by - to one ex-
tent or another - adopting left ‘anti-capitalist’
rhetoric. It is not even completely ruled out in
France that the leader of the far-right Marine
Le Pen could win a future Presidential election.
Were she to do so, or even appear poised to
do so, this would lead to mass demonstrations
and even strikes which would have some com-
parison to the huge movement of 1934 against
fascism in France.

New movements

New movements of the left can also develop
very quickly. Podemos in Spain did not exist a
year ago and is now topping in opinion polls on
28%. We will see similar developments in other
countries as the workers and young people
fighting against austerity draw the conclusion
that, if they are to win, they also need a po-
litical voice. A capitalist Europe’s future is one
of decline. The Euro crisis is not over, on the
contrary, as national tensions increase it will
explode again resulting, at a certain stage, in
the fracturing of the Eurozone.

The working class of Europe entered the
Great Recession unprepared for the all-out
war that the ruling class waged on its living
standards. Nonetheless, it fought back heroi-
cally. The lessons of those first battles are be-
ginning to be digested, and is preparing the
ground not only for the next round of struggle,
but also for millions to begin to recognise that
there is an alternative to capitalism - a demo-
cratic socialist federation of Europe.

Season’s greetings from the Socialist!

This is the Socialist’s last issue
of 2014. The next issue is out on
Thursday 8 January 2015.

We'd like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all our readers and

supporters, new and old.

If you're reading this and haven't
yet subscribed - or are still looking
for gift ideas - please see the box
on the right. Now’s your chance!

victorious 2015!

From everyone at the Socialist
newspaper and Socialist Party:
here’s a to a happy and restful
winter’s break, and a militant and

Subscribe to the Socialist!
soci
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Housing crisis
Tenants can resist
Scrooge landlords

Claire-Laker Mansfield

Last month, evictions hit record-
breaking levels. According to the
homelessness charity Shelter, more
than 1,300 people are put at risk of
repossession or eviction every day.
The result is that tens of thousands
are facing the prospect of a ‘festive
season’ spent in a bed and breakfast
accommodation. Worse still, many
will find themselves on the streets.

This is the bitter cold real-
ity of British capitalism in 2014. The
cause?... a perfect storm of skyrock-
eting rents and house prices, inse-
cure work and paltry wages, welfare
cuts, benefit sanctions and more.

Clearly the ‘spirit of goodwill’ we
are encouraged to display at Christ-
mas is not taken too seriously by
fat-cat private landlords or profit
hungry employers. These real-life
Scrooges of the 21st century see
throwing a family out of their home
a simple matter of good business.

Revenge evictions

And it’s not just those whose cir-
cumstances mean they can'’t afford
to pay the rent that face bailiffs.
A growing number - estimated at
218,000 in the last year - are threat-
ened with what have been termed
‘revenge evictions.

These refer to cases where ten-
ants are booted out of their homes
for having the temerity to draw at-
tention to the need for repairs and
improvements. The thousands of
pounds landlords charge a month
apparently doesn’t entitle tenants
to demand basic standards of safety
and dignity.

But this year, the flurry of me-
dia stories highlighting the issue of

* Join the fightback!

New Era Estate tenants taking on a corporate giant photo Paul Mattsson

Christmas homelessness (in reality,
a problem all year around), have
had a somewhat different flavour
to usual. The reason is that 2014 has
seen a wave of housing campaigns
led by working class people fighting
for their right to a decent home.

From the heroic Focus E15 mums,
whose determined campaign has
forced Newham’s Labour-run
council to pledge to re-open some
(perfectly good but disused) social
housing, albeit on short-term leases;
to the New Era estate campaigners
defiantly taking on an American
corporate giant and staying-put.
It’s clear that a mood to resist this
nightmare is growing.

These campaigns have given the
lie to the notion that the ‘housing

socialistparty.org.uk/join

4 text 0776 1818 206

& @Socialist_party

crisis’ is a simple and unchallengea-
ble fact of life. Their example can act
as a spur to others to get organised
and fight for the right to genuinely
affordable, good quality housing.

We live in a country ‘boasting’
over 100 billionaires, but in which
hundreds of thousands find that
most basic of human needs - hous-
ing - unmet. This is the sick logic of
the capitalist system - where profit
trumps all.

The Socialist Party says: cap rents
not benefits; a mass programme of
council house building; nationalise
the banks and giant corporations
and use their enormous profits to
invest in housing, as part of a demo-
cratic plan of production to meet
the needs of all.

Join the Socialists!

020 8988 8777
f /CWiISocialistParty

Climate change: Sacrificing the future

Pete Mason

On the same day the Met Office
announced that 2014 is likely to
be the hottest year on record,
Tory Chancellor George Osborne
announced his budget in which he
cut taxes for the fossil fuel industry.
Yet the government maintains its
pretence of being committed to
seriously cutting greenhouse gas
emissions.

Also on the same day, ‘Super
Typhoon’ Hagupit, super-heated
by record ocean temperatures, hit
the Philippines - as super typhoon
Haiyan did in November 2013.
One million people were forced to
evacuate.

Haiyan killed over 7,000 people
in the Philippines and thousands
are still living in tents in the city of
Tacloban.

Typhoon Hagupit is the vision of
the future as the planet heats up.
The World Meteorological Organi-

sation agrees with the Met Office:
“The provisional information for
2014 means that 14 of the 15 warm-
estyears on record have all occurred
in the 21st century.” Adding: “There
is no standstill in global warming,”
Yet Osborne is cutting oil taxes
and introducing allowances to boost
oil production in the North Sea and
on the mainland through ‘fracking’

Big oil profits

It is the gas emissions from these
fossil fuels, mainly from burning
coal, oil and gas in power stations,
but also from their use in industry
and transport, which are heating up
the planet.

Osborne’s give-away is ‘gener-
ous socialism’ for the rich fossil fuel
companies and cruel market capi-
talism for the poor.

While British workers have
suffered the biggest fall in real wages
of all major G20 countries since
2010, it is a fall in oil prices which

makes the Con-Dem government’s
collective hearts bleed.

The five biggest global oil corpo-
rations made a combined total of
$25.2 billion in profits just over the
three summer months of 2014.

Instead of sacrificing the future to
the oil companies, a socialist budget
would nationalise the entire energy
industry (with compensation only to
those in proven need) and, together
with the workers in the industry and
consumers, immediately draw up a
single unified plan to move directly
to carbon-free energy production
and transport.

This plan would employ many
new workers to the industry, on un-
ion rates of pay, in order to carry the
project out efficiently.

Such a project, funded by the me-
ga-billions of the energy companies
with plenty of cash to spare, would
go a long way to solving the problem
of unemployment and deliver sig-
nificantly cheaper energy bills to the
consumer.

Then...

Seasons’ greetings

Christmas, we're told, is a time

for giving and for families. And it
appears to be Christmas all year
for MPs’ spouses and relatives who
were paid a total £3.7 million from
the public purse as office staff last
year!

Pay cut

It’s not only low paid workers being
hit by another year’s pay freeze ie
cut, spare a thought for the chief
executive of Easy Jet, Carolyn Mc-
Call. She only pocketed £7.7 million
in pay and bonuses this year, down
from £7.8 million in 2013.

Wealth gap growing

Income inequality in the OECD coun-
tries (including Britain and the USA)
is at its highest level for 50 years.
The average income of the richest
10% of the population is about nine
times that of the poorest 10%, up
from seven times 25 years ago.
The widening wealth gap between
rich and poor is not only a social
blight but, as the OECD report
concludes, is actually restricting
economic development.

Ukip’s hard shoulder

If readers believe that road conges-
tion is due to poor public transport
and the anarchy of capitalism, then
think again. Ukip’s leader Nigel Far-
age has excelled himself in spouting
xenophobic nonsense by blaming
M4 motorway traffic delays on un-
controlled migration.

Next, a Ukip representative will be
blaming the floods earlier this year

on same sex marriage legislation -
hang on, they did!

Don’t breathe deep

With an estimated 29,000 deaths in
the UK due to air pollution (mainly
from motor vehicle emissions) and
the government continuing to break
air quality laws, the best solution es-
tablishment MPs can come up with
is to suggest siting new hospitals
and schools away from major roads.
Capitalist politicians, slavishly obedi-
ent to vehicle manufacturers, seem
to be missing the point ie reducing
road traffic through an integrated,
affordable public transport system
and developing clean energy propul-
sion.

Cookery lesson

The launch of a Church of England-
funded report into the rising use of
food banks went off-message when
panelist Tory Lady Jenkin blamed
poor people for lacking cooking
skills and poor food management.
In fact, the report blamed benefit
delays and government cuts, cou-
pled with low wages and rising living
costs for the majority of families
going hungry.

Wigged out

Judges, out of touch?... bigoted?... In
the case of £165,000 a year judge
Terence Richard Peter Hollingworth,
well yes!

His ‘honour’, referring to crime
victim and law student Deepa Patel,
said: “With a name like Patel, and
her ethnic background, she won't be
working anywhere important.”
Hollingworth resigned as deputy
district judge when the Crown Pros-
ecution made an official complaint.
But incredibly he remains a top
immigration judge.

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

What we
saw

Another greetings card which Clintons won’t be

stocking this Christmas

(A response to Clinton Cards’ odious ‘Santa Claus council

estate’ card - see original on www.huffingtonpost.co.uk)

5 Reasons why

- Sa
1Claus must live fin tﬁlxe

1. He’s old and white

2. He’s never seen to be
working

3. He has a large suit to
stuff his £300 daily
! allowance into

_ 4.His rosy cheeks and
portly figure are due

to drinking large
quantities of expensive
bubbly and eating
subsidised grub in the
restaurant

5. He wears a ridiculous
costume

nta
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London bus drivers
ame job - we want the same pay!

London bus drivers in the Unite union are now being balloted
for strike action for equal pay rates across the capital
following a 96% ‘yes’ vote in a consultative survey. A London
bus driver gives the background.

Since 1994-95 when London buses
were privatised, bus workers have
seen attacks on their pay, terms
and conditions by operating com-
panies eager to increase profits at
any cost.

The last seven years have been
the most ruthless with minuscule
pay ‘rises’ which in real terms (after
inflation) are pay cuts. Many peo-
ple arrive at work with the constant
fear of abuse from management or
supervisors, and of getting written
warnings for just about anything.

There’s disparity in pay, terms
and conditions across 17 different
bus operating companies, each hav-
ing up to five different pay scales for
drivers all doing the same job.

Hourly rates for bus drivers vary
by as much as £6.00 per hour, from
£9.75 to £15.26. New drivers may
stay at the low rate for up to five
years.

This is why the Unite union is call-
ing for London’s bus operating com-
panies to come around the table to

While bus drivers across Britain
face low pay and passengers face
high fares, the bus bosses won’t
be worrying about their Christmas
shopping bills.

Stagecoach chief executive Martin
Griffiths’ pay packet this year

will be £2.2 million, including a
£600,000 bonus.

Not far behind is First Group’s Tim
O’Toole receiving around £2 million.
And Go-Ahead’s chief executive Da-
vid Brown’s pay more than doubled
last year to £1.96 million.

establish a standard London bus
driver wage.

In 2012, London bus drivers
showed their potential power when
they struck for an Olympic bonus.
Most other public transport work-
ers in London - from London Un-
derground to Boris’s Bikes - had
been given a bonus for dealing with
increased Olympics traffic. But not
us!

However, one day of the disruption
caused by strike action was enough
for us to win the £500 bonus.

Sector wide

Many bus workers believed that the
sector wide negotiation (SWN) cam-
paign should have been launched
following this victory. But this de-
mand has since grown following
even more attacks from operating
companies on drivers’ pay and con-
ditions.

Unite has written to the operat-
ing companies demanding that
they come around the table to
discuss SWN. The initial response
was that Unite was illegally try-
ing to ‘price-fix’ the industry. This
claim was totally false. As Unite has
pointed out, these operating com-
panies have SWN in place all over
Europe!

On 11 September this year hun-
dreds of London’s bus workers took
to the streets in a demonstration
from Victoria to Parliament Square
to protest their right to SWN in order
to gain a fair system of pay, terms
and conditions. Unite General Sec-
retary. In his address Len McClus-
key promised Unite’s full backing

London bus drivers demonstrating on 11 September photo Paul Mattsson

through funding and resources to
this campaign, to cheers from the
crowd.

Following the success of the dem-
onstration Unite decided to hold
a consultative ballot across every
London bus garage on 31 October,
where 96% of bus workers were
in favour of industrial action - an
amazing response!

Now, Unite has started a full post-
al ballot. Tory London Mayor Boris
Johnson has said: “London’s bus
drivers are the best in the world”
But they need to be paid fairly and
treated with respect by the compa-
nies they work for.

Rail franchise jobs: TUPE or not TUPE?

The “Transfer of Undertakings
(Protection of Employment)” or TUPE
regulations are European Union
regulations which offer limited
protections to workers when they
are transferred from one employer
to another.

They basically mean that a new
employer must take on the pay
and terms and conditions of the
workforce at the start of the new
contract.

Employers in the rail industry are

now apparently able to circumvent
these regulations. In the case of the
government stake in Eurostar the
deal is effectively a share transfer
from the government to a private
firm so TUPE will not apply.

In the case of the Scotrail franchise,
the franchise has gone to a company
which does not employ train drivers
in Scotland and will therefore sub-
contract the work to another firm, so
TUPE will not apply either.

An Aslef member

1,000 firefighters march to defend Ricky
Matthews and stop pension cuts

Neil Cafferky

Over 1,000 firefighters from across
the UK gathered in Aylesbury, Buck-
inghamshire, for a national demon-
stration on 9 December, their latest
day of strike action over pensions.

Banners could be seen from
Northern Ireland, Devon, Hull and
London, among many others.

Fire Brigades Union (FBU) na-
tional executive rep Ricky Matthews
was employed by Buckingham-
shire Fire Authority. He was sacked
for taking part in the last round of
strikes.

FBU general secretary Matt Wrack
said: “We are here because we are
not giving up on the pensions strike.
We are sending a very clear message
that this union doesn’t allow people
to be victimised without standing
up for them”

The strikers marched to the fire
authority headquarters.

The government’s attempt to
cut firefighters’ pensions includes
changing the retirement age from
55 to 60, which is certain to result
in the workers failing capability
tests and being dismissed before
they retire.
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Stewards Network bulletin

shopstewardsnet
www.shopstewards.net
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Get your latest trade union news with the National Shop

Sign up at: lists.riseup.net/www/subscribe/

Students join Lambeth walkout

James lvens
Lambeth Socialist Party

Striking teachers at Lambeth Col-
lege were backed up by some of
their students walking out on 9
December.

The two-day stoppage took place
during an Ofsted inspection - an
unprecedented move for staff at the
south London college. Inspectors
have reportedly asked managers
why they failed to resolve the dis-
pute before the assessment.

Members of the University and
College Union (UCU) have been
fighting severe attacks on pay and

conditions. Teachers announced a
programme of escalating action at
the end of November.

The latest strike follows a one-day
walkout the week before, with three
days planned from 15 December.

Around 15 students of English as
a Second or Other Language (Esol)
joined pickets at the Brixton site.
Esol is one of the FE college’s chief
money-spinners, and strikers in the
department have been particularly
solid.

Please send messages of support
to Mandy Brown, UCU branch
secretary, at mandybrowncow@
yahoo.com

Sharpak Yate packaging strike

Tom Baldwin

Unite members in Sharpak entered
their second week of discontinuous
strike action with the third day of
action taking place on 9 December.
Workers at the packaging firm in
Yate near Bristol are striking against
management attempts to impose a
longer working week.

The union has been growing in the
workplace. People are fed up of bul-

lying management forcing changes
and are determined that they won't
get away with it this time.

The well organised pickets and
strong public support are begin-
ning to have an effect. Management
had previously refused to negotiate
and insisted workers who did not
sign up to the new terms would lose
their jobs. The strike action is forc-
ing them to rethink and they have
now opened discussions with the
union.
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Roger Shrives

4 ere we were laughing
and chatting to men
who, only hours be-
fore, we were trying

to kill!” These words from an aston-

ished British soldier in World War

One (WW1) sum up the incredible

story of the 1914 Christmas truce.

The ruling class called WW1 “the
war to end war” People said it would
be over by Christmas but it was be-
coming clear this was an imperial-
ist bloodbath. Soldiers from all the
countries involved were fed poison-
ous nationalist propaganda before
becoming cannon fodder in what
was then the bloodiest war in his-
tory. Ten million died and another
ten million were wounded.

The attitude of many soldiers to
this nightmare was complicated:
“We hated (the enemy’s) guts when
they killed any of our friends... But
otherwise we joked about them
and I think they joked about us,
and we thought ‘poor so-and-sos,
they’re in the same kind of muck as
we are.”

And 100 years ago the death

100 year anniversary

The 1914 Christmas truce

and drudgery, this horror without
end, were forgotten for a while in
the heroic Christmas truce. Sing-
ing between the trenches became
commonplace, particularly as
Christmas approached and soldiers
started getting parcels from home.

Both sets of troops erected signs
wishing the other side a merry
Christmas. Then, seemingly from
the German lines, soldiers started
shouting out for a meeting between
troops.

They met, exchanged gifts, and
in the truce’s best-known image,
played football in ‘no man’s land:
Truces were organised for a day,
even for a week. Among other
things, both sides needed to carry
out the grim ritual of burying their
dead.

More in common

The football matches were played
with few rules. The players, despite
being subjected to constant dehu-
manising propaganda, found they
had more in common than sepa-
rated them. Troops from France and
Belgium joined with German and
British troops.

This needed courage - over 300
British and Commonwealth sol-
diers were shot during WW1 for
‘cowardice’ and the irate top ranks
of all the combatants’ armies were
considering such a response after
the truce.

‘Fraternisation’

A British military directive warned
that fraternisation between sol-
diers “discourages initiative in com-
manders and destroys the offensive
spirit in all ranks” They warned of
new enemy attacks to little effect.
But eventually officers managed to
break the truce.

A sergeant from Lancashire says
the British generals started giving
orders to fire revolvers at the Ger-
man troops during the truce: “That
started the war again. We were curs-
ing the generals to hell, saying you
should be up in this mud. Never
mind you giving orders in your
big chateaux and driving about in
your big cars. We hated the sight of
bloody generals, we always did. We
never liked them after that”

Despite this opposition from the
military tops, some troops refused

to fire well into 1915. But a
soldier described a military
confrontation in January 1915:
“The next morning the ground
where we had been so chum-
my and where Germans had
wished us a merry Christmas was
now covered with their dead.”

The soldiers were dealing with of-
ficer classes and politicians whose
consciousness began and ended
with considerations of power, pres-
tige, profit and territory.

They needed to attack not just
the warmongers but their system.
The soldiers came from the working
class, and felt an instinctive interna-
tionalist understanding of workers
from elsewhere who had experi-
enced the same brutalities of capi-
talism as themselves.

The socialist movement world-
wide adopted such an internation-
alist anti-war stance before 1914.
But then the reformistleaderships of
the powerful workers’ organisations
jettisoned this position and backed
‘their own’ ruling class elites. Great
Marxists such as Lenin, Trotsky,
Luxemburg, Liebknecht and a hand-
ful more, kept the flame alive (see
‘100 years since the great slaughter,

the Socialist
820).
But the horrors of war ensured

that capitalism was severely weak-
ened. It broke at its weakest link.
The crucial event to hasten the end
of the war was the Russian revolu-
tion of November 1917.

Change

The defeat of German, Austrian and
Ottoman empires killed off kings
and reactionary regimes through-
out Europe as quickly as the soldiers
led to their death in the war. It also
led to the ultimately unsuccessful
German revolution of 1918-1921.
Revolutionary movements and mu-
tinies threatened in the troops of
Britain and France.

The strivings of rank and file sol-
diers over Christmas 1914 offered a
beacon of light in the horrors of war.
It needed the building of a revolu-
tionary movement to reignite that
beacon later that decade.

SO B85ks

World War One

BUMNOWIEOREHRISTMAS!

We have many good book presents for your family, friends and comrades
both political and less political. Several on the subject of art and culture
were advertised in last week’s Socialist. Here is another selection. Many

Socialist Books

more titles are on our website or we can mail you our booklists.

British history

Postage: add 10% for 2nd class delivery and 15% for 1st
class delivery. Order by 12 noon 17 December for 2nd
class and 12 noon 19 December for 1st class delivery.
Christmas wrapping service available. Please make
cheques payable to Socialist Books. Order by number.

PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789 bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk
www.leftbooks.co.uk

M1 British Army Mutineers 1914-22 by
Julian Putkowski (A4 paperback, 176
pages with a 39 page explanation of

the offence and describes mutinies and
protests in Britain, France and India)
£12.50

M2 Comrades in Conscience: The Story of

an English Community’s Opposition to the
Great War by Cyril Pearce £15.00

M3 All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Remarque £7.99
M4 Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism by V.l.Lenin

£7.99

Biographies

B12 Karl Marx: The Story of His Life by Franz Mehring (the original biography,

digi printed) £27.99

B13 Engels: A Revolutionary Life by John Green £10.00
B14 Leon Trotsky: My Life; An Attempt at an Autobiography £17.99
B15 Victor Serge: A Political Biography by Susan Weissman £20.00

B16 Karl Marx by Francis Wheen £14.99

B22 Bargain: The Letters of Rosa Luxemburg
(hardback) was £24.00 X
our price £11.00

B23 Bargain: Stalin’s
Nemesis: The Exile and
Murder of Leon Trotsky
by Bertrand M Patenaude
(hardback) was £20.00
our price £9.00

B7 A History of British Socialism by Max
Beer (A4 format, every page illustrated)
£15.00

B8 God’s Englishman: Oliver Cromwell
and the English Revolution by Christo-
pher Hill £16.99

B9 The Levellers: The Putney Debates,
presented by Geoffrey Robertson £8.99
B10 Revolution & Counter Revolution in
England, Ireland & Scotland 1658 -60
by Brian Manning £8.99

B24 Russian Film Posters Introduction by Maria-
Christina Boerner (hardback
large format) was £20 our
price £14.00

B25 Red Star Over Russia:
Visual History of Soviet
Union from 1917 to the
Death of Stalin by David
King (large format) £24.99

Bargain packs

B6 Workers’ struggle bundle £15
1926 General Strike:
Workers Taste Power

by Peter Taaffe £7.50;
Civil War Without Guns:
Lessons of the 1984-85
Miners Strike by Ken
Smith, illustrated by
Alan Hardman £7.00;
Organising the Lost
Generation: Jarrow to
London 2011 March

for Jobs £9.99; Unison
Bureaucracy Unmasked:
The Defend the Four Story £5.00 (value £30)

B11 Black history bundle £16

Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classic
Civilisation by Martin Bernal £12.99; Aspects of
Black British History by Peter Fryer £5.99; The
Politics of Windrush by Peter Fryer £6.99 (value
£25.97)

B17 International bundle £9

The Masses Arise: The Great French Revolution
1789-1815 by Peter Taaffe £10.00; 1917, The
Year That Changed the World by Peter Taaffe and
Hannah Sell £3.00; Empire Defeated: Vietnam
War - Lessons for Today by Peter Taaffe £6.00
(value £19)

B18 Introduction to socialism bundle £7

The Case for Socialism: Why You Should Join

the Socialist Party £1.00; Socialism in the 21st
Century: The Way Forward for Anti-capitalism by
Hannah Sell £5.00; Marxism in Today’s World;
answers on War, Capitalism and the Environment
by Peter Taaffe £8.00 (value £14.00)

B19 Classics bundle £4

Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx £2.00;
The April Theses: Task of the Proletariat in the
Present Revolution by V.l.Lenin £2.00; The
Transitional Programme - The Death Agony
of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth
International by Leon Trotsky £4.00 (value £8)

B20 Women in struggle bundle £7

Women: Fighting Austerity, Fighting for Equality
£1.00; It Doesn’t Have to be Like This: Women
and the Struggle for Socialism by Christine
Thomas £5.99; Helen Keller: Her Socialist Years
£5.95 (value £12.94)

B21 Latin America bundle £20

Ernesto Che Guevara: The Bolivian Diary £8.99;
The Cuban Missile Crisis 1962: Kennedy Docu-
ments 61-62 £6.99; The Motor Cycle Diaries
£8.99; Companero: The Life and Death of Che
Guevara by Jorge Castaneda £9.99 (value
£34.96)
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REJECT THE LIETHAT |

Trade unions
must now act to
resist Osborne
offensive

Sarah Sachs-Eldridge
Socialist Party national organiser

On Wednesday 3 December the Tories
declared all-out war on the working class
and all our futures. For once the BBC told
the truth when assistant political editor
Norman Smith described the Autumn
Budget Statement as “utterly terrifying”
Smith drew comparisons with George Or-
well’s Road to Wigan Pier - ie the pre-wel-
fare state Britain of the 1930s. Chancellor
George Osborne’s outrage showed he was
rattled by the response.

Despite Osborne’s remonstrations, the
Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR)
and the Institute of Fiscal Studies (IFS)
have unearthed the full horror. The IFS
says that the state will be “changed be-
yond all recognition’, and that the scale of
the cuts will mean a “re-imagining of the
state’.

But Osborne made a blunder - and now
the cat is out of the bag. The Mirror head-
line reads, “Back to depression,” but the
figures can’t hide the fact we are already
in an enormous depression and Osborne
promises to deepen it. We were told that
if we all made a bit of sacrifice everything
would work out for the best. That was a lie.
For one thing we were told the cuts over
the last four years would remove the defi-
cit - but the OBR’s forecasts suggest it will
be over £91 billion in 2014-15.

But there is a force in society which is
opposed to all cuts. The working class
has shown, and continues to show in ac-
tion that we do not accept the austerity lie.
The tremendous TUC-led 750,000-strong
‘March for an Alternative’ demo in March
2011 proved that.
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Trade unionists marching for higher pay on 18 October 2014 photo Paul Mattsson

The students who marched on 19 No-
vember demanding free education reject
the austerity myth. As do the millions of
public sector workers who have coordi-
nated their strikes in defence of pensions,
jobs, pay and services since then. But the
right-wing trade union leaders have failed
to set out a strategy to use the enormous
potential power of the working class to de-
feat austerity. That must end now.

Osborne has admitted endless austerity
is his aim. Labour-run councils up to now
have passed on the cold cruelty of Tory
cuts with barely a handful of votes against.

‘Normal’?

It might be considered not ‘normal’ to
demand action of the TUC in the months
before an election, when many people will
be motivated primarily by a desire to get
rid of the Tories. But these are not ‘normal’
times. Capitalism in crisis is seeking to
place the burden entirely on the working
class and the poor.

Given the extent of these threats the
TUC general council meeting on 17 De-
cember must thrash out a strategy of ac-
tion that will leave no party with any doubt
that they will face a mass resistance if they
try to implement austerity - or austerity-
lite.

Across the world the working class is
responding to austerity and capitalist cri-
sis with actions that are not considered
‘normal’ The Irish working class is rising
in a magnificent movement of mass non-
payment of the water charges despite hav-
ing been written off as docile, pain-swal-
lowing ‘sheeple’ Black workers and youth
have rejected their false self-appointed
leaders and are building a movement

L

21N 3
of those
moving from
unemploy-
ment into
work get less
than the living
wage

against racism and poverty. Workers in
Belgium have organised powerful gen-
e

So it would not be unusual in these i
circumstances for mass working class y = e
action to now be organised in Britain. e
and our ability to organise in their sights.
It is no coincidence that they have also
launched an attack on the most militant
civil service union’s finance through re-
moving the check-off system of member-
ship dues collection, cutting facility time
scab union are all attempts to weaken the
potential for workers to fight back against
the cuts. The government knows that the
stacle to their plans. If they get away with
this attack on the PCS, other unions will
be next.
largely unspoken aspect of these cuts
represents a deterioration of work-
ing conditions, makes workers
huge cuts ear-marked for the civil service
is a further threat to PCS.

The Socialist Party calls for the trade
Christmas to set the date for a massive
demonstration of opposition to this mul-
ti-pronged offensive from Osborne as
million workers, young people, anti-cuts
campaigners and members of the 99% op-
posed to austerity marching through Lon-
matter what party or parties form it, that
they won't get away with this plan.

Plans for publicity including a speak-
council meetings and workplace meet-
ings to spread the message effectively are
needed. The TUC must also set out a bold

eral strike action just before Christmas.

The Tories have both our welfare state S
public sector union, PCS. Attacking the
for key union activists and promoting a
organised working class is the biggest ob-

The mass privatisation that is the
easier to sack, etc. In particular the
union leaders to urgently meet before
soon as possible before May’s election. A
don would tell the next government, no
ing tour of trade union meetings, trades
plan to defend the PCS.

Incomplete

Last October’s TUC march for a pay rise
was an incomplete expression of the
mood to struggle that exists. Many, many
more people would participate if they
were convinced that a demonstration is
the next step in a strategy to build effec-
tive mass resistance. Plans for a 24-hour
general strike to stop any attempt by a new
government to carry through these cuts
must urgently be brought to the top of the
agenda of all the trade unions.

There are a myriad local fightbacks, or-
ganised and energetically supported, as
well as the ongoing struggle of the fire-
fighters and NHS workers, which could be
brought together. But to do that requires a
national lead. Trade union members must
demand their leaders give that lead (see
model motion right). ; P

After a mass demonstration against | ’L
austerity working class people . el X
can’t be asked to then .5 /
vote for the parties that g *— 4
will make those cuts. !

The Lib Dems’ laughable attempts
to distance themselves from gov-
ernment policy, with Nick Clegg
staying away from parliament, and
Labour’s claim that they will “bal-
ance the books in a fair way” cannot

.
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hide the fact that they too have carried . -
out and would carry out devastating '&\ L5
cuts. B
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The press is making much of La- .
bour’s ‘alternative’ spending plans but  «aggea
there is no question - Labour is signed g .~ 3
up to the same policy of cuts, even if # g
they aim to take a year or so longer ;
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before ‘balancing the budget!

The Socialist Party calls for the affiliated
trade unions to break with Labour
and, alongside other unions, socialists
and anti-cuts campaigners, establish
a new working class party. The Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC)
is supported by the RMT union, the
Socialist Party and others to assist the
development of this process. TUSC'’s aim
to stand 1,000 no-cuts candidates in May’s
local elections and 100 for parliamentary
seats boldly shows what is needed and
will involve thousands of working class
people in political campaigning for an
alternative.

The OBR says that in order to reach
Osborne’s cuts target, one million more
public sector jobs will go in the next par-
liament to add to the more than half a mil-
lion gone already. The public sector pay
freeze will be extended even further.

Vicious
Further vicious welfare cuts are also
threatened. Working age benefits, includ-
ing in-work benefits, will remain frozen,
ie a real terms cut. The proposed squeeze
on the welfare cap will mean an estimated
£160 a week loss for some families.
This slashing of spending will take pub-
lic services back to the level of the
- 1930s as a proportion of national
income. One statistic, that one in
five young people has experienced
homelessness, gives a taste of what the
cuts so far have delivered. Double that
and add half as much again. £60 billion
more cuts would be needed to reach the
government’s aim.

The government claims that health and
education are “ring-fenced’, although that
is a lie. £20 billion of “efficiency savings”
have been made in the NHS and itis head-
ing for a £30 billion ‘black hole’ by 2020.
But this is also likely to mean that other
departments will have even more savage
cuts averaging up to 50% across the board.

This will be accompanied with further
outsourcing and privatisation. Councils
are already encouraged to view them-
selves as ‘commissioning bodies’ with
the consequent devastating impact on
services and workers’ terms and condi-
tions. Zero-hour contracts and 15-minute

care visits, already widespread, will be
the norm while private contractors
snatch ever mounting profits.
Aware that workers have contempt
for the idea that “we are all in this to-
gether” that has been peddled by Cam-
eron, Osborne claimed that 98% of home
buyers would benefit from the stamp duty
changes and implied that the richest 2%
would be hit, in an attempt to overshadow
Labour’s ‘mansion tax’ The ‘Google tax’
and slightly reduced ability for banks to
fiddle the tax on their profits are also an
attempt to divert from the widespread un-
derstanding that the government acts for

the richest 1%.
Only a limited number of workers will
make tiny gains from these changes. By
4 increasing the personal tax allowance
level, the point at which people
start paying income tax, by slightly
’ more than previously announced,
2 - workers will gain a tax cut of a pif-
=% fling extra £20 a year! These meas-
ures will do nothing to temper the
anger working class people feel at
the devastation of living standards.
In fact it is cuts in real pay that
/ have added to Osborne’s problems
in trying to reduce the budget defi-
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50%

average
cut to most
government
departments
needed to
meet budget
targets
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cit. The government has not had the tax
returns they expected from increasing
employment. Two thirds of those moving
from unemployment into work get less
than the living wage. The big rise in the
numbers of self-employed has been ac-
companied by a 13% drop in their income
over five years.

Instead that money has gone to boost
the profits of big business, no doubt to be
salted away in bank accounts and tax ha-
vens where at least £850 billion is already
lying idle. Instead of a one-off tax on that
to pay for the jobs and services we need,
the Tories promise tax cuts for the rich.

Figures excavated by the OBR reveal
that the plans for a balanced budget by
2020 are predicated on household debt
as a share of household income rising by
almost £1 trillion! By sleight of hand Os-
borne is attempting to shift the debt off the
government books and onto the individ-
ual in the form of credit card debt, Won-
ga-type debt, store cards and mortgages.
Meanwhile household incomes are set to
rise by around a quarter of that figure.

Unsecured debt as a share of household
income is set to rise to 55%. In the period
thatled to the economic crisis the rate was
44%. These figures offer proof, if it is still
needed, of the bankruptcy of the capital-
ist system and its inability to offer any way
forward for the 99%. For workers, the basis
of the system is that you work and earn a
living. Big business bosses, the capitalists,
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have abandoned their side of the deal.

Russell Brand’s talk of revolution is
grabbing the attention of big numbers of
young people and workers. How refresh-
ing it is to hear someone on TV reject the
lies that are austerity, that there is no bet-
ter way of organising the world, that pov-
erty cannot be ended. How refreshing to
hear bold support for resistance - the strik-
ing firefighters, the New Era tenants. No
wonder Murdoch'’s status quo-defending
Sun attacks him. This indicates the sup-
port that could be found for a bold call for
socialist change.

Ideas

To change the world we need ideas and or-
ganisations. The working class is the ma-
jority in society, with enormous potential
power, capable when organised not only
of defending our pay and fighting auster-
ity, but also of taking the power out of the
hands of the 1%.

Capitalism, a short-sighted and crisis-
ridden system, only offers us crumbs off
the plates of the super-rich 1%. Socialists
fight for a dignified life for all - and that
means building a mass struggle for wages,
jobs, public services, trade union rights,

and socialist change.
Socialism would be completely
different. Democratic planning of

production would allow humanity to build
a world without exploitation, inequality
and hunger - while also protecting the
environment.

Model motion

For trade union bodies

This (union organisation) notes that Osborne’s autumn statement is an escala-
tion of the Con-Dems’ brutal austerity offensive. This (union organisation) notes
that Labour has largely accepted Tory spending limits should it come to office.
Therefore this (union organisation) believes that the trade union movement has
a responsibility to lead the opposition to these cuts and at the same time send a
clear message of defiance to all parties in the run-up to the general election.

We believe that it is no accident that at this time, PCS is facing a vicious attack
by the Con-Dems with union facilities being withdrawn, check-off being stopped
and a new rival scab union being threatened. This (union organisation) calls for the

NEC to:

| ngand the TUC General Council prepares a strategy of action to fight austerity
M Give full backing to, and mobilise for, current disputes, including that of the NHS

workers and the firefighters

B As a step to this and to support existing disputes, the TUC organise a national
Saturday demonstration in London early in 2015 against the cuts and in defence
of the_NHS and in support of the NHS workers, the firefighters and PCS

B Solidarity be mobilised to defend the PCS from the current anti-union attack by

the government

- That th_e idea of mass coordinated industrial action be moved at that meet-
ing including preparing for a 24-hour general strike to stop any attempt by a new

government to carry through these cuts

TUSC 2015 elections conference

Student Central (formerly ULU), Malet Street, London, WC1E 7HY

Saturday 24 January, 11am to 4.30pm

Conference registration fee: £10 waged and £2 unwaged/low waged
For a conference registration form go to http://www.tusc.org.uk/txt/318.doc

The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC)

is an electoral alliance that stands candidates
against all cuts and privatisation. It involves the
RMT transport workers’ union, leading members of
other trade unions including the PCS, NUT and POA,
the Socialist Party and other socialist and anti-cuts
groups and individuals.

www.tusc.org.uk
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Get ready for 2015
We have a world to win!

photo Paul Mattsson

When a BBC editor referenced
George Orwell’s Road to Wigan Pier
in his analysis of the Con-Dems’ Au-
tumn Budget Statement he earned
the wrath of Chancellor George Os-
borne. Wigan Pier contains a sear-
ing indictment of British capitalism
in the 1930s. It was invoked to illus-
trate the colossal destruction of the
welfare state threatened by the Con-
Dem plans for austerity forever.

But Orwell doesn’t just describe
the situation - he draws conclu-
sions: “everyone who uses his brain
knows that socialism, as a world-
system and wholeheartedly applied,
is a way out”

In February 2010, even before the
Con-Dem government was formed,
Socialist Party general secretary
Peter Taaffe revisited the Road to
Wigan Pier. Peter wrote that the
“desperation of working class peo-
ple, brutally charted by Orwell, is
present today” How much more
true is that now? “Hunger stalks this
country” is the devastating finding
of a new report.

The experience of a world in

crisis means increasing numbers
are questioning capitalism as a vi-
able way to run the world. If aus-
terity, war, poverty and inequality
are all that capitalism can offer for
the 99%, then there must be a bet-
ter way. Even in the US, the most
powerful capitalist economy, a sur-
vey revealed that young people are
more likely to favour socialism than
capitalism.

Plenty of provisions

In Wigan Pier, Orwell described
the world as “a raft sailing through
space with, potentially, plenty of
provisions for everybody; the idea
that we must all cooperate and see
to it that everyone does his fair share
of the work and gets his fair share of
the provisions seems so blatantly
obvious that one would say that no
one could possibly fail to accept it
unless he had some corrupt motive
for clinging to the present system.”
The Socialist Party is not just an
organisation that argues the case for
socialism. The hallmark of our party

is our confidence in the enormous
potential power of the working class
when it’s organised to fight back, to
win against bosses, landlords, capi-
talist governments, and to change
society. We struggle to help build
powerful organisations of our class,
and for socialist ideas to be dis-
cussed and debated within them.

2015 promises to be a year when
the working class has no choice but
to continue our struggles for a de-
cent life - living wages, decent hous-
ing, no cuts, etc.

If you agree with what we say in
this paper and our other literature,
campaigns and meetings, then
think about joining us. If you're al-
ready a member, think about help-
ing to build the party among all
those seeking an alternative. We
have a world to win!

To find out about becoming a
member: www.socialistparty.org.
uk/join

To read the review of Wigan

Pier: www.socialistparty.org.
uk/articles/8909/26-02-2010/
revisiting-the-road-to-wigan-pier

Campaigns news in brief

Tower Hamlets

Lutfur Rahman, mayor of Tower Ham-
lets in east London, proposed clos-
ing four local nurseries in September.
Nearly half the borough’s children live
in poverty. These closures would have
been a blatant attack on the local work-
ing class, especially mothers.
Members of trade union Unison, the So-
cialist Party and supporters of the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC -
see pages 6 and 7) lobbied Rahman’s
cabinet meeting on 3 December. The
earlier decision was reversed - a victory
for the mothers of the “Save Our Nurs-
eries” campaign.

Hannah Zucherman

North West England

Our quarterly fighting fund week of ac-
tion, which involves extra campaign
stalls, raised over £550. We sold doz-
ens of papers and had numerous join
cards filled in. At least two have joined
already!

Hugh Caffrey

Newham

An eviction of a mum and her three
children was stopped by housing cam-
paigners in Newham, East London, on
4 December. The landlord, bailiff and
locksmiths eventually turned away as
20 people had blocked the entrance to
the property.

Housing association and court notices
indicated that the eviction was over
rent arrears. But on the day it emerged
that the eviction was because the lease
had come to an end! The rent arrears
are a result of benefit caps and low pay.
The mum has a zero-hour contract job.
She doesn’t know if and when she will
work or how much money she’ll be
paid, a nightmare when you have three
children to look after. The landlord
wants £300 a week - her employer
pays around £300 a month!

The eviction has been postponed until
January and the housing association
agreed to meet with the mum and
campaigners to look at rehousing the
family.

Bob Severn

Waltham Forest

Residents of the threatened Fred Wigg
and John Walsh towers (see the Social-
ist issue 834) attended a Waltham For-

est TUSC meeting on 3 December.
Nancy Taaffe, TUSC prospective par-
liamentary candidate, explained the
importance of residents refusing to
move and organising defence when
faced with eviction. She called for the
£10 million held hostage by the council
to force agreement to sell-off plans to
instead be used for renovations.
Louise Cuffaro, chair of the tenants’
federation, appealed to those present
to collect signatures on TUSC’s rent
control petition.

See full report www.
walthamforesttusc.com

Wales

Over a hundred people, including So-
cialist Party members and TUSC sup-
porters, protested outside Ukip’s Welsh
conference on 6 December. There was
little sign of the so-called “people’s
army” as a trickle of Chelsea tractors
and smart saloons ferried suited ‘del-
egates’ through police lines.

Swansea West's Labour MP explained
that racism feeds off poverty and mis-
ery. This, | said, is why we need an al-
ternative like TUSC - not Labour cutters.
Ronnie Job

Derby

Socialist Party members and TUSC
supporters are fighting the closure of
Moorways pool and leisure centre. It
is part of the Labour council’s recently
announced £22 million budget cuts,
which include slashing support for the
elderly, disabled and mentally ill.

The pool’'s Derventio Excel swimming
club, which trains elite swimmers, has
said it has no “viable alternative” facil-
ity. We will be contacting trade unions
and the community to build the cam-
paign to save the pool. Rebel council-
lors in Southampton, now part of TUSC,
prevented a similar closure.

Charlie Taylor

Election appeal: finding cash to fi

Ken Douglas
Socialist Party national treasurer

The Con-Dem government is tear-
ing itself apart following the chan-
cellor’s autumn statement. Osborne
promises further savage cuts as his
strategy to reduce the deficit lies
in tatters. Even treasury minister
Danny Alexander has called it an
“ideologically” driven plan to shrink
the state. As elections get nearer, the
coalition partners are turning on
each other like rats in a sack.

A clarion call from trade union
leaders to oppose austerity - includ-
ing standing anti-cuts candidates
in the coming elections - would get
huge support. But the Trades Union
Congress is backing Labour.

Miliband has made it plain he
shares the same fantasy strategy to
clear the deficit by 2020. This under-
lines the importance of the Socialist
Party’s commitment to putting up
the biggest opposition possible in
May - through the Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC - see
centre pages).

That is why we have launched
our election appeal. We are ask-

._?ﬁ
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Socialist Party members raising money in Bristol photo Bristol Socialist Party

ing members and supporters - the
readers of the Socialist - to donate
as much as a week’s income to our
appeal.

We need to raise £50,000 to help
pay for the leaflets, posters and
other material essential to our chal-
lenge. We are preparing to stand
hundreds of anti-austerity can-
didates throughout England and
Wales.

Please consider making a pledge.
We recognise that finances are
stretched, particularly as Christmas
approaches. But we have no rich

12

backers; our resource is the dedica-
tion and sacrifice of our members
and supporters. A tenner for an
unemployed person might be the
same sacrifice as hundreds for the
best-paid workers. Every donation
is critical.

Our deadline is 30 April to allow
time for pledges to be redeemed.
You can pay online at socialistparty.
org.uk/donate, over the phone on
020 8988 8777, or send a cheque or
postal order (payable to Socialist
Party) to PO Box 24697, London E11
1YD.

ght the cuts

{itext 0776 1818 206
[@ @Socialist_party ;
/CWiISocialistParty

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

£Lreceived £ target October-December 2014 Deadline 5 January 2015
NorthWest 2,177 1,200 | AN I I I N I I
southEast 1,203 750 | NN I N I I N I I I
Northern 994 o0 [N [ |1 ]
WestMidlands 3,226 2,100 | NN I N ) I I I I I
EastMidiands 2,277 1,600 [N NN A ) I I I O
Wates 2,925 2,300 | NN I I I I I I I I
southwest 1,568 1,400 [N N I I I I I O
Yorkshire 3,037 2,900 | NN NN I N N I N I N
southern 982 1,200 | I N I I N I
tondon 4,562 6,100 [N N I I N I I
Eastern 844 1,200 | I I N I I
england &Wales 3,330 3,650 [N
torar 27,215 25,000 [N [N A I I I I I I
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‘| can't breathe”

Uprising against
police violence
in the US

Eljeer Hawkins
Socialist Alternative (co-thinkers of
the Socialist Party in the US)

rotests against police rac-

ism and violence are con-

tinuing across the US. After

the explosions that took
place following the announcement
that police officer Darren Wilson
wouldn’t face trial for the killing of
18 year old Michael Brown, came
the case of Eric Garner in Staten Is-
land, New York.

On 17 July, Eric was approached
by plain clothes police officers as
he allegedly sold loose cigarettes.
He had had previous encounters
with police over the same issue. This
time he declared he would not be
harassed by the police anymore.

Officer Daniel Pantaleo applied
a banned chokehold to Garner and
continued to apply it after he took
Garner to the ground. Garner called
out “I can’t breathe” He died at the

scene. On 3 December a Grand Jury
decided not to indict Pantaleo.

The Ferguson and Garner
verdicts highlight the inability and
unwillingness of capitalism and its
two parties to seriously address or
even curtail the militarisation of the
police and the systemic nature of
police violence.

Control

In general the elite have seen the
militarisation of the police, on top of
the criminalisation of large sections
of black youth and mass incarcera-
tion, as a key part of maintaining
social control. Fear of crime is used
to divide the working class on racial
lines while poor black communities
face a virtual police state.

The ruling class will not concede
any weakening of overall police
powers without a major social strug-
gle by the working class, particularly
by black workers and youth.

The labour movement must play

an active role in this struggle for ra-
cial and economic justice. Police re-
pression which targets black youth
today will be used against workers’
struggles tomorrow as it has been
repeatedly in the past.

The movement on

the streets against

police violence

can become the

beginning of a new

black freedom

movement

It is clear that the racist capital-
ist system in this country has a total
disregard for the lives of working
people, poor people and particu-
larly black youth. Police kill black

Americans at nearly the same rate
as the past lynching during the Jim

Crow (post-civil war racist laws) era
and young black men are 21 times
more likely to be shot dead by police
than white men.

Escalate the action

The righteous indignation of work-
ing people and youth protesting the
grand jury announcement is justi-
fied and must be escalated to end
this daily misery.

The movement on the streets
against police violence can become
the beginning of a new black freedom
movement. Such a movement must
also take up the economic devastation
which is being caused by capitalism.

The fight for a $15 minimum wage
which has caught fire around the US
is a brilliant way to begin to build
the broader working class fightback
which is essential to a successful
fight against all forms of oppression.

None of us can breathe in a sys-
tem of economic, political and so-
cial terrorism; the only medicine

The Committee for a

Workers’ International

The Committee for a Workers’
International (CWI) is the socialist
international organisation to which
the Socialist Party is affiliated.
The CWI is organised in 45
countries and works to unite the
working class and oppressed
peoples against global capitalism
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO Box
3688, London E11 1YE. Email
cwi@worldsoc.co.uk or see

www.socialistworld.net

that can cure our ills is a system
change. The struggle for democratic
socialism and workers’ democracy
must be placed on agenda.

See www.socialistalternative.org
for a full version of this article and
updates

On 6 January students from 25 universities
and colleges around the country met in
London for the Socialist Students national

conference.

The meeting elected a new national
steering committee and passed a number
of motions (see www.socialiststudents.
org.uk for details), including on the issues
discussed below. Coming after a number of

protests and occupations and the national
free education demonstration on 19
November, the conference discussed the

urgent need to step up the action against

cuts and fees.

It was agreed that in the spring term
Socialist Students will organise a day of
action and campaign for the National Union
of students to call a national demonstration.

Warwick University:
Cops off campus!

During a peaceful sit-in at Warwick
University on 4 December calling
for free education, students were at-
tacked by police and security guards
using CS spray and drawing a taser.
Video footage clearly shows police
brutality, with a female protester
being dragged across the room by
her hair, and another student being
put in a headlock and slammed to
the floor.

These actions were a disgrace,
and the next day students rightly
called a protest in response. This
was attended by over 1,000 people.
Sierra Leonean activist Moham-
med Wurie spoke at the demo and
brought solidarity from Coventry
University student union and Cov-
entry Socialist Students.

After the demonstration around
200 students began an occupation.
Dan Crowter, a member of Coventry
Socialist Party and Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) lo-
cal election candidate, read a soli-
darity statement from Dave Nellist,
national chair of TUSC and former
Coventry socialist councillor.

Dave said: “I support the right of
Warwick students to protest, includ-
ing peaceful sit-ins and occupa-
tions, to regain genuinely free edu-

photo Helen Pattison

cation... The actions of the police on
Wednesday may be an aberration
- or it may be part of a pattern that
believes kettling and heavy handed
policing of student protest is ok. Ei-
ther way a proper and genuine in-
vestigation is required. The police
need to be democratically account-
able to the communities they serve.”

We need to organise more mass

Solidarity with Warwick students at the Socialist Students conference

demonstrations and occupations
as part of a wider movement to fight
for free education and to change so-
ciety.

Warwick and Coventry Socialist
Students

See socialiststudents.org.uk for
reports of other occupations and
actions for free education

Leeds University:
For affordable housing

Housing is a yearly stress for stu-
dents in Leeds - from who they are
going to live with to where they
are going to live. The biggest issue
is the cost - extortionate rates for
sub-standard accommodation. For
many, their student loan doesn’t
even cover rent. They are then
forced into part time jobs - mainly
on zero-hour contracts.

Itis not just private rented housing
that is affected by these high costs.
University halls in Leeds, on average,
cost over £100 a week. Many student
loans only cover £90 a week to live

Yorkshire;

on. Therefore if a student can’t get a
larger loan or be supported by their
family, living in halls becomes near
impossible to afford.

Leeds University Socialist
Students is fighting for a student
union-run letting agency. This will
mean students will be able to access
affordable accommodation that is of
a decent standard. York University
Socialist Students have already
won this demand and the group in
Coventry is making great progress.
Maddy Steeds
Leeds Socialist Students

£10 now! End zero-hour contracts!

On 15 November 30 young trade
unionists and students met in
Sheftfield for a TUC young workers
month event on the theme of ‘pay,
politics and pressure’

We spoke about building on the
huge movement among fast food
workers in the US and the stun-
ning victory of the 15 Now cam-
paign in Seattle earlier this year,
when a $15 an hour minimum
wage was won. Afterwards a Fast
Food Rights campaign protest and
public meeting were organised
which 50 people attended.

Speaking at both events were
Ian Hodson, president of the bak-
ers’ union BFAWU which initiated
Fast Food Rights, and Ian Pattison
from Youth Fight for Jobs who re-
ported on his visit to Seattle.

At the meeting, plans were dis-
cussed to widen the campaign by
visiting new areas in the region and
aiming to get other unions to take

The Socialist Students conference
voted to affiliate to the Fast Food
Rights campaign photo S Wrack

up the issues of zero-hour contracts

and a £10 an hour minimum wage.
We also planned to intensify the

campaign by targeting particular

employers.

lain Dalton

Yorks and Humber TUC youth

convener (personal capacity)
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Do you have something to say?

Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words to
Socialist Postbag, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,

or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk.

We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name,
address and phone number.

Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

How much longer?

£300 million was injected into the NHS
this winter but not a penny went to the
dedicated NHS professionals, many of
whom haven’t had a pay rise for five
years. Old and vulnerable people are
going to die as a result of the cold and

austerity this winter. But politicians
still take an 11% pay rise while bank-
ers continue to raid our coffers at will.
How much longer are we going to put
up with this bullying of our people?
There are more of us, so we possess
all the power. Wake up before it’s too
late.

Eric Thorpe, Salford

Goodsell’s poor deal

This letter was printed in the Folke-
stone Herald on 4 December.

As President of South East Kent Trade
Union Council, | fully support the Na-
tional “£10 Now” campaign that is or-
ganising locally with street stalls, leaf-
leting and holding of public meetings.
The £10 Now campaigners, local activ-
ists, are calling for a better minimum
wage, an end to zero/short-hour con-
tracts and the recognition of unions in
the workplace.

We have concentrated on Saga as
they are one of our community’s big-
gest employers and with possible pre-
tax profits of £149 million you have to

N

ask; wouldn’t a decent wage for those
that earn the company such profits be
a small price to pay? Would free child-
care be too much to provide for their
workers?

Saga boss Andrew Goodsell, who could
see a reward of £1,595,380 for his
services this year, probably doesn’t
worry about finding enough money
for this month’s rent, or the cost of a
week’s shopping, childcare, fares or
petrol.

However, as chief executive, he could
reward rather than exploit his workers
with an immediate increase in the min-
imum wage instead of unachievable
targets. He could offer free childcare
rather than charge for the service and
begin discussions with trade unions
immediately towards recognition and
collective bargaining.

What better way to reward the hard
working community that lifted this
small local company to its now multi-
million pound status?

Seth Cruse

Andrew Goodsell.l

Weeding time

In Fenland, employment agencies have
grown like weeds in a garden. Most
factories in Fenland now have a major-
ity of their workforce supplied via these
employment agencies. They are used
by big business to lower factory work-
ers’ wages, usually to no more than the
minimum wage of £6.50 an hour.

Some workers supplied via these agen-
cies are only guaranteed one day’s
work a week. Others are on zero-hour
contracts. Agency workers are difficult
to organise into trade unions. However,
unions such as Unite, the GMB, and

the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers
Union are recruiting them.

Workers should be directly employed
by the factories that they work in. Trade
unions should be given control over hir-
ing and firing. It is time to put all em-
ployment agencies out of business.
John Smithee, Cambridgeshire

Tory chicanery

I am writing as a fiercely left Independ-
ent town councillor and resident who
attended a recent Wyre council full
meeting. | was supposed to be ask-
ing questions on the closure of Black-
pool International Airport, and how it
affects transport, employment and
commercial interests. Instead, | was
treated to a rare example of municipal
melodrama, and perhaps, political sui-
cide, by the ruling Tory group. Ruling
for now that is.

After challenging the New Labour
mayor, Tory councillor Vincent gave
the cue for the entire group to walk
out of the meeting; in full knowledge
that it would be left two short of a quo-
rum, and so unable to conduct further
council business - ie our business.
Clearly, their walkout was planned in
advance. In another time and place
the remaining Labour group and oth-
ers might have shut the doors, then
continued with the business they were
elected for - had every New Labour
member been present.

We must now ask: are Wyre council
placed to issue guidelines, advisories

and codes of conduct, on how to con-
duct our business after such a public
abdication of their responsibilities?
Again, it's the public’s business for
which its members are elected. | do
not belong to, or support, any political
party currently on town or Wyre coun-
cil. My orders and whip comes directly
from the voters.

Clir Jack D Harrison

Injured revolutionaries salute Katniss Everdeen, the movie’s central character

Leeds University Socialist Students member Mary Finch
reviews the latest in the Hunger Games trilogy.

t's not often than mainstream

cinema shows revolution - but

that’s exactly what the Hunger

Games trilogy is all about. When
we enter District 13 in Suzanne
Collins’ book series that inspired
the films, all the districts (the poor,
working class areas) are already in
full rebellion against the Capitol
(where the super-rich and the bru-
tal politicians live on the fruits of the
districts’ labour).

Mockingjay shows the role of the
masses in a revolution - the districts
are depicted taking strike action, re-
fusing to provide the Capitol with its
essential goods.

This film is mainly about the lead-
ers of the revolution trying to con-
vince main character Katniss to take
up her place as its figurehead (‘the
Mockingjay’) and help them spread
the message about the rebellion.

Oppressed groups

It's positive that Mockingjay repre-
sents groups that are oppressed in
real life, and further marginalised
on the big screen. Katniss, the lead
character, is a working class woman.
Another character, Finnick, speaks
up about being ‘sold by the Capitol,
and being a male survivor of sexual
violence, when many people believe
it's not even possible for men to be
raped.

Effie is made fun of in the film for
her inability to adapt from the glam-
orous lifestyle in the Capitol to life in
the districts. But her obsession with
fashion and physical appearance
later becomes of paramount impor-
tance. Society looks down on men

and women for being interested in
traditionally feminine things - while
Effie’s interest in them is recognised
as essential when it comes to turning
Katniss into the Mockingjay.

Older women with high-level ca-
reers, or any degree of power, are
often demonised and attacked for
it - President Coin, the leader of the
rebels, receives nothing but respect.

But Mockingjay falls down at sig-
nificant points. All the main charac-
ters are white; and the film’s politics
are confused. While showing that
the masses are in action, the film’s
emphasis is on the role of individu-
als. The assumption seems to be that
if Katniss plays her part as the Mock-

Mockingjay
shows the role of
the masses in a
revolution

ingjay, and the propaganda can
be distributed to all of the districts,
everyone will automatically join the
struggle.

Mass movements and revolutions
need leadership, but they also need
socialist politics. Socialists know
that ordinary people create the
wealth, so ordinary people hold the
power to change society. Historical-
ly, revolutions have seen strike ac-
tion, mass protests and mutinies - all
these things are depicted in the film.

But President Coin runs District
13 on the basis of her prerogative. A
socialist revolution would empower

B The Hunger Games trilogy de-
picts an unimaginably wealthy
Capitol. At parties, guests make
themselves throw up so they
can keep eating and taste all the
food. In the districts, people are
lucky to survive day to day.

Osborne’s autumn statement
seems to be sending us in the
same direction. While the House
of Lords spends a fortune on
vintage champagne for peers,
millions of families are suffering
from pay freezes, zero-hour con-
tracts, and the housing crisis.
Many have either to steal or go to
food banks, else they wouldn’t be
able to eat. We could be headed
for the revolutionary conclusions
of the districts as well!

ordinary people to decide how the
struggle is organised and how soci-
ety is run.

Fundamentally, nothing has
changed in the new society in Dis-
trict 13. They have to change if a
revolution is going to succeed. If
the rebels succeed in implementing
capitalist democracy, the repression
of the Capitol might change or dis-
appear butinequality would remain,
and with it, all the prejudices that
capitalism creates and uses.

Nonetheless many people will be
inspired by the Hunger Games tril-
ogy. If you consider yourself a so-
cialist, or think we need a revolution
- join Socialist Students and help us
build one!

Mary has also reviewed the

first two Hunger Games films,
which can be found at www.
socialistparty.org.uk (from issues
714 and 791 of the Socialist).

Broadband giants’ expensive battle

Paul Callanan’s article on football fi-
nancing (issue 834) was illuminating.
The almost complete dominance of
big business (often from very shady
business people) is only part of the
problem. There is currently a bat-
tle between Sky TV and BT Sport
for live broadcasting rights
which has led to a hyper- ¢
inflationary spiral in the cost
of broadcasting rights. This
flows through to the cost of
tickets for matches. -
British Telecom (BT)
didn’t enter the TV mar-
ket to provide sport for
the public; it was a
means of stemming
loss of broadband
customers to Sky
who could offer
both TV and

broadband. Although BT Sport is free
to their broadband customers some
City opinion doubts whether this is
sustainable permanently.

The test may come soon, when
they start paying for the
Champions League rights.
j BT has just increased line

rentals by 6% so it looks
like they are trying to par-
tially recoup the cost from
their general customer base.

A\ Chaotic
The Pay TV market is be-
coming chaotic. A choice
of providers offers
broadly similar pack-
ages and there are
regular complaints
) to regulator Ofcom

about anti-competitive behaviour.
Most customers couldn’t care who
provides their TV as long as they
get what they want to watch. But
the competitive element pitches BT
workers against Sky workers against
Virgin Media workers.

Chaos in the modern telecoms
market and the drive for profitable
revenue stream partly reflects the ev-
er-increasing cost of investing in the
latest technology. Capital is spread
among too many companies.

This is driving a new wave of con-
solidation as witnessed by BT being
in talks with both O2 and EE regard-
ing a possible purchase. Both TV and
telecoms industries are crying out for
public ownership and planning, not
on a national but an international
scale.

A British Telecom worker
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It's the Socialist big quiz of 2014. As a bit of fun, the
editors invite readers to test their knowledge from the
past 12 months’ coverage in the Socialist of political
events and workers’ struggles.

New Year!

Questions

The green benches

1) Who announced he was quitting
parliament because his wages and
expenses don’t provide him the life
he aspires to?

2) Name the two Tory MPs who de-
fected to Ukip and were re-elected
in subsequent byelection

3) What percentage of Tory MPs are
private landlords?

4) Why won't there be an investiga-
tion of MPs’ expenses claims prior
to 20107

5) How long was Tory Cabinet min-
ister Maria Miller’s apology to the
Commons after fiddling thousands
of pounds in housing expenses?

6) Which organisation’s report call-
ing for the abolition of the Bedroom
Tax was described by government
housing minister Kris Hopkins as a
“misleading Marxist diatribe”?

7) Which former spin doctor to Da-
vid Cameron was found guilty of
phone hacking charges?

Domestic news

1) What TV programme did former
Education Secretary Michael Gove
complain had been used by ‘leftie
teachers’ to show war as a “series of
catastrophic mistakes perpetuated
by an out-of-touch elite”?

2) Who argued that the devastating
floods in the UK earlier this year
were caused by the government le-
galising same sex marriage?

Scottish referendum

3) Name the Channel 4 ‘documen-
tary’ which demonised low income
families.

4) What was the percentage yes/no
vote in the Scottish Independence
referendum on 18 September?

5) What happened when two cler-
gyman went to hand in a campaign
letter on food poverty to the Witney
constituency office of Tory Prime

Good luck and a happy

Minister and avowed Chris-
tian, David Cameron?

6) The most affluent family in
the UK - Gerald Cavendish [
Grosvenor and family - has
more wealth than what percentage
of the population?
7) What was deemed to be no more
effective than paracetamol at treat-
ing influenza?
8) According to the Sunday Times
Rich List, what is the total wealth
owned by the richest 1,000 people
in the UK? a) £346 billion b) £478
billion c) £520 billion

9) Who, according to the Financial
Times, gave Britain “a £10 billion
boost”?

10) What happened after the right-
wing Mail on Sunday claimed fraud-
sters abuse food banks?

11) Who was evicted for a second
time by Newham’s Blairite mayor,
Sir Robin Wales?

12) Who had to fork out £2.6 million
to 45,000 customers after sending
them threatening letters from non-
existent legal firms?

Workers’ struggles

1) What event happened 30 years
ago on 1 March provoking arguably
the biggest industrial action in
Britain?

2) What event also took place on 1
March effectively ending trade un-
ion influence in the Labour Party.

3) Who was re-elected unopposed
assistant general secretary of the
PCS trade union in March?

4) Why did solicitors and barristers
go on strike?

5) In October, who struck for first
time in its 133 year history?

6) Name (and shame) the Labour
MP who crossed a UCU union pick-
et line at Queen Mary University to
deliver a lecture.

7) Which organisation launched the
Fast Food Rights campaign?

8) Where was the government’s un-
just Bedroom Tax defeated?

9) Whose 90 days of strike action re-
sult in a partial pay victory?

10) Whose protest action against
their rogue landlord outraged the
Sun?

The world stage

1) Where were 529 people sen-
tenced to death, after a 24-hour
trial, for killing a policeman?

2) Which notorious prison was
closed in April?

3) Which terrorist group abducted
280 schoolgirls in northeast Nigeria
on 5 May?

4) Name the billionaire business-
man who won Ukraine’s presiden-
tial election on 25 May.

5) On 13 October, who voted by 274

The Socialist Party’s magazine

The Decmber/January issue includes:
®World economy

The world is stuck in the great
stagnation, writes Peter Taaffe

Socialism Today PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD.
Subscribe for £18 a year at www.socialismtoday.org

£2.50 including postage:

Name the above who died in 2014. Answers below
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New Era Estate protester photo Paul Mattsson

to 12 to diplomatically recognise
Palestine?

6) Who was re-elected president for
another seven-year term on 3 June?
7) Which workers’ struggles coin-
cided with the staging of the football
World Cup in Brazil?

8) In January, Bloomberg Billion-
aires index reckoned the aggregate
net worth of the world’s 300 richest
people was a) $2.4 trillion b) $3.7
trillion c) $5.8 trillion?

$15 Now victory in Seattle

9) Where in the USA was a doubling
of the federal minimum wage won
this year?

10) Name the Anti Austerity Alli-
ance candidate elected to the D4il
(Irish parliament) in October on the
tide of a massive anti-water charges
movement?

11) After a five-week election in
May who became prime minister of
India?

12) What was the name given to the
Israeli government’s war on Gaza?
13) Whose shooting in Ferguson,
Missouri, in August produced angry
protests across the USA?

14) What were 1.8 million people
doing on the streets of Barcelona on
11 September?

15) Where did the ‘umbrella revolu-
tion’ take place?

16) In September, what did 300,000-
400,000 protesters in New York City
demand?

17) The removal of which notorious
barrier 25 years ago was celebrated
in November?

18) What was illegally manipulated
by rogue traders resulting in multi-
billion dollar fines against major
banks?

19) Which nations were cleared by
FIFA of corruption?

20) What video game has caused
uproar among sections of the left in
France?
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Defend universal healthcare access

Luke Pilling
Medical researcher, Exeter hospital

n response to the rising deficit

of North, East and West (New)

Devon NHS, smokers and obese

individuals will be denied sur-
gery unless they quit smoking, or
lose 5% of their body weight. There’s
also talk of this policy being rolled
out nationally.

Of course healthier lifestyles
should be encouraged, but so-
called health managers should not
implement such presumptuous
policies which undermine the prin-
ciples of the NHS: to provide free (at
the point of use), non-discriminato-
ry healthcare.

Not only does this policy assume
that all obese people could lose
weight if they wanted to (they can't),
but that denial of surgery will some-
how decrease costs. But if the sur-
gery is just deferred to a later date,
the patient’s condition - and treat-
ment cost - may get worse.

And what about the responsibili-
ties of cigarette and food compa-
nies? Their profits won’t be hit by
this policy.

New Devon NHS'’s £14.5 million
deficit speaks of a much wider prob-
lem in NHS funding caused by cuts -
to pay for the banking crisis of 2008 -

The Socialist Party says:

¢ Scrap and reverse all NHS privatisation
¢ Kick out Private Finance Initiative deals
¢ Bin the Health and Social Care Act
e Scrap the £20 billion ‘efficiency’ savings
¢ For a fully funded, accountable, socialist NHS

and even before that Private Finance
Initiative schemes implemented un-
der Labour and the Tories.

Limiting NHS access will not ad-
dress this, and may open the flood-
gates to other restrictions and the
introduction of additional up-front
charges.

No risks?

Plenty of people enjoy activities
with risks associated with them,
from climbing and cycling, to drink-
ing and dancing. Should the NHS
limit access to surgery for anyone
with a lifestyle perceived to increase
risk? Of course not - we should have
a universal healthcare system.

Yet the NHS is currently being pri-
vatised, with services tendered out.
Who gets certain NHS treatments
could be decided by board mem-
bers and shareholders with no pub-
lic accountability.

Already in the UK private health-
care providers preferentially treat
“acute” (short-term) illnesses, but
leave expensive “chronic” (long-
term) conditions to the NHS.

To care for everyone effectively,
particularly with the average age
of the population continuing to in-
crease, we need a socialist National
Health Service, owned and operat-
ed collectively and democratically.
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Marching against NHS cuts and privatisation photo Bob Severn

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a
democratic society run for the needs of all and

not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut,
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every
possible improvement for working class people. The
organised working class has the potential power to
stop the cuts and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for
genuine socialism must be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee

for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist
international that organises in 45 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

® No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and
benefits. Defend our pensions.

® No to privatisation and the Private Finance
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need.

® Fully fund all services and run them under
accountable, democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers and users.

® Free, publicly run, good quality education, available
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and
‘Free schools’!

® A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s

health needs - free at the point of use and under
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!

® Keep council housing publicly owned. For a
massive building programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to
provide good quality homes with low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

® Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage
to £10 an hour without exemptions as a step towards
a real living wage. For an annual increase in the
minimum wage linked to average earnings.

® All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness and holiday
rights from day one of employment.

® An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement
pension, as a step towards a living pension.

® Reject ‘Workfare'. For the right to decent benefits,
education, training, or a job, without compulsion.

® Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade

unions, democratically controlled by their members.
Fulltime union officials to be regularly elected and
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the
National Shop Stewards Network.

® A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay.
ENVIRONMENT

® Major research and investment into replacing
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.

® Public ownership of the energy generating
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.

® A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

® Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race,
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

® Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For
the right to protest! End police harassment.

® Defend abortion rights. For a woman'’s right to
choose when and whether to have children.

® For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration
laws.

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

® For a new mass workers’ party drawing together
workers, young people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns,
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

® Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour
Party now and aid the building of a new mass
workers’ party! Support the Trade Unionist and
Socialist Coalition as an important step towards
this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

® No to imperialist wars and occupations.

® Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to
take into public ownership the top 150 companies
and the banking system that dominate the British
economy, and run them under democratic working
class control and management. Compensation to
be paid only on the basis of proven need.

® A democratic socialist plan of production based
on the interests of the overwhelming majority

of people, and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

® No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a
socialist Europe and a socialist world!
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