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Syriza victory shows

That'’s the message ringing out from Greece in the
aftermath of the country’s parliamentary elections
on 25 January. Workers and young people around
Europe and the world were inspired by the victory
of left party Syriza, which increased its vote from
less than 5% in 2010 to be the biggest party - all on
the basis of making a stand against cuts and debt.

Working class people in Greece and beyond will
be keen to ensure the Syriza leadership carry out
the promises it has made. We must use this exam-
ple to build a mass working class party here which
can stand firm against cuts, crisis and capitalism.
See more on pages 2 and 3
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ay restraint, savage cuts in public services

and mass unemployment have been the diet

of workers across Europe for years. Many gov-

ernments have been ejected from office, only
to be replaced by other parties that have continued to
offer the same thin gruel. Now in Greece, for the first
time, the endless parade of pro-austerity governments
has been broken.

Syriza, a left anti-austerity party, has won the elec-
tions. This was despite a massive campaign by the
capitalist class, in Greece and internationally, to
try and frighten Greek workers by saying that voting
against austerity would lead to disaster. Correctly, the
Greek working class and a big section of the middle
class concluded that they had already suffered disas-
ter at the hands of the capitalists and the troika and
that the time for change was long overdue.

Throughout Europe, including in Britain, millions are
avidly following events in Greece and wondering if it
is possible to build a mass party that is opposed to
austerity in their own country. Meanwhile the capitalist
pro-austerity politicians are quaking in their boots. In
Britain Labour leader Ed Miliband’s response to Syri-
za's victory said everything about the road a Labour
government would take: “Who the Greek people elect
is a decision for them. We have set out our path for
Britain: to make sure our country is fairer and more
prosperous and balance the books.” In other words La-
bour will continue with the same old austerity that we
have suffered for the last five years. This was proved
yet again last week when all but five Labour MPs voted
for the Con-Dems proposal to build an additional £30
billion of ‘deficit reduction’ into the plans of the next
parliament.

But Greece is a stark warning to the Labour Party.
Its Greek sister party, Pasok, was in power from 2009
to 2012 and carried through eye-watering cuts. It has
now been punished by the Greek electorate - receiv-
ing less than 5% in Sunday’s election. Syriza mean-
while has gone from less than 5% of the vote to being
the biggest party. The same fate that has met Pasok
could face Labour in the coming years. Those trade
union leaders and left Labour supporters who have
praised Syriza need to realise that it took the creation
of an alternative to the equivalent of Labour before
anti austerity policies could win an election.

It is crucial that workers in Britain begin to create
a new party that will stand for the millions not the
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millionaires. The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC) is preparing the ground for such a party.
TUSC involves a wide range of trade unionists (includ-
ing the transport workers’ union RMT), socialists and
anti-cuts campaigners. As Dave Nellist, leader of TUSC
explained:

“On 7 May we intend to stand over 100 parliamen-
tary candidates and 1,000 council candidates in Brit-
ain’s elections, all challenging in the same way as
Greek workers have done, the idea from all the big par-
ties promoting austerity that ‘there is no alternative’”.
We appeal to all those who are inspired by the election
result in Greece to join us in building TUSC'’s election
challenge in May.

We also appeal to you to consider joining the So-
cialist Party. The victory of Syriza marks an important
step in breaking with austerity. However, to be able to
do so completely and permanently requires breaking
with capitalism - a system that always puts the profits
of the 0.1% before the interests of the majority - and
building a democratic, socialist society. This would re-
quire taking into democratic public ownership the ma-
jor companies and banks that dominate the economy
in order to put their huge wealth and resources to use
to meet the needs of all.

The elections in Greece will put discussion on social-
ism - what it is and how to achieve it - on the agenda
for a new generation. If you would like to know more
apply to join the Socialist Party or get in touch with your
local Socialist Party branch.

§ text 0776 1818 206
t @Socialist_party
f /CWISocialistParty
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Interview with a
Greek socialist

On 26 January, following
the sensational election
result in Athens, Niall
Mulholland (CWI) spoke
to Andros Payiatsos, from
Xekinima (CWI Greece).

What is the importance of the
Greek election results?
We can describe the result as of his-
torical significance. It represented
the collapse of the old forces that
ruled Greek politics for decades.
Also, the rise of a new left formation,
Syriza, which shot up from 4-5% in
2010 to 36.5% now on the basis of
aleft, pro-working class programme.
In Greece there has been a total
collapse of 27% of the GDP - worse
than the occupation by the Nazis in
World War Two from the point of
view of economic collapse. Official
estimates say 6.3 million out of the
11 million population are around or
below the poverty line. Unemploy-
ment stands at 26-27%, youth un-
employment around 55%. Around
100,000 youth have left the country.
These are the conditions under
which the Syriza government is
called upon to find solutions.

Today Syriza announced a
coalition with Independent Greeks
- why were they not able to reach
an agreement with the Communist
Party (KKE)?
Syriza appealed to KKE to form a
government of the left parties. KKE
refused - this is an outcome of the
general sectarianism and isolation-
ism of the Communist Party, who
use the fact that there are ideologi-
cal and political differences to say
no to any kind of collaboration with
any force of the left in Greece.

The KKE claims to be very proud
because it increased its vote by 1%
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TUSC supporters celebrate outlskielthe Greek embassy in London

from June 2012. This is ridiculous
because they got 5.5% now and 4.5%
then, yet back in 1981 the KKE had
11%. This is the most devastating
crisis of Greek society in decades
and they are very proud to have re-
ceived 5.5% - it’s scandalous!

So this allowed the Syriza leader-
ship to go into an alliance with ‘In-
dependent Greeks’ to form a new
coalition government. It is fair to say
that a section of the leadership, the
more right wing, were always in fa-
vour of a coalition government with
the Independent Greeks, although
they never publically stated so

The Independent Greeks began
as a populist split from New De-
mocracy (traditional right wing
party) in 2012. At that time, Samaras
(previous New Democracy prime
minister) performed a summersault
- from proclaiming to be against
the memorandum (austerity deal
signed with the IMF), to signing up
to a new memorandum the minute
he was in government. The Inde-
pendent Greeks come from the right
wing. They have no relationship
to the working class or left polices.
They support the market and the
capitalist system.

They don’t call for exit from the EU
or the Eurozone but they are against
the memorandum and austerity.
They have a mild nationalistic (they
describe it as “patriotic”) character.
They don’t stand against the EU and
the Eurozone but they might be will-
ing to go along with such a policy if
it comes to a serious clash with the
Trioka.

It's a force that cannot provide
any sort of sustainability for coali-
tion with Syriza. It means that the
new coalition government will be an
unstable formation because it bases
itself on forces that represent oppo-
site camps.

Have you got news for us? Phone us on 020 8988 8777 editors@socialistparty.org.uk fax: 020 8988 8787. editor Steve Score, news Dave Carr, letters/reviews Roger Shrives, workplace news/sales

Bob Severn, international news/youth news Sarah Wrack, party/campaign news James lvens, photographer Paul Mattsson. DEADLINE: Friday before publication date. Urgent news - Monday
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Syriza leader Alexis Tsipras

The reaction of the left and workers
to the Syriza victory internationally
has been very enthusiastic - what
about in Greece?

The rise of Syriza seems to be acting
as a catalyst in relation to forma-
tions of the left and for social move-
ments across Europe to go on the
counter-offensive. The potential is
definitely there for this.

In Greece it’s not the same. The
best way to describe the situation
for the mass of workers and youth is
that they heaved a huge sigh of relief
at the election results but there is no
wild jubilation. Syriza has put “too
much water in its wine” to use a
Greek expression - watered down
its programme too much, particu-
larly in the recent period.

Workers believe things cannot be
as be as bad as before - they had a
strong feeling that they had to put
an end to these barbaric attacks by
the government and Troika so they
voted Syriza en masse. But they are
very doubtful about what the next
day will bring.

This was reflected by the fact that
the central Athens celebrations on
election night attracted about 5,000
people - not even half the member-
ship of Syriza in Athens. Workers
feel very restrained and some are
even sceptical about the Syriza vic-
tory but they are very pleased that
they punished Pasok and New De-
mocracy, the main Troikan parties.

The neo-fascist Golden Dawn
managed to hold up its vote,
despite a clampdown by the State,
including imprisonment of many

of its leaders. Should this be of
concern to the left?

It should be of very serious concern
for the left. Despite all mass parties
of the left tending to underestimate
the dangers of neo-fascism, Golden
Dawn has shown that it has a quite
significant hard core of voters of
hundreds of thousands.

It is an openly Nazi organisation
now, and clearly murderous. De-
spite this, it was able to maintain a
similar vote to 2012. This means that
the danger of neo-fascism will come
back to the fore again in the future,
particularly if a Syriza-led govern-
ment is seen to fail working people
and the middle classes - the left has
to be prepared for this.

What do you think will happen
in talks between the new Greek
coalition government and

the Troika and, in particular,

=

Chancellor Merkel’s government
in Germany?

This is a crucial question. It’s clear
that both sides want to negotiate
and come to a compromise. Oth-
erwise they know this could cause
a chain reaction and a major crisis
in the Eurozone. But the question
is if they can come to a compro-
mise.

Merkel and the Troika would
probably be ready to grant an exten-
sion to the repayment of the debt,
which would mean some lessen-
ing of the burden on the budget
in Greece. But, on the other hand,
there are things that Syriza cannot
avoid being seen to try doing - that
are considered by society, by Syriza
voters and by Syriza’s left rank-and-
file, as basic and immediate.

Syriza will have to concede, as
a minimum: the minimum wage
back to the pre-crisis levels; social
benefits to the completely down-
trodden layers of society; aim to re-
instate labour relations which have
been completely deregulated; put
an end to the conditions of slave
labour which are frequent practice
in the private sector - where work-
ers are forced to work up to 12 hours
a day, seven days a week without
even overtime pay; get rid of the
goldmines in Halkidiki, which is a
huge environmental issue; reinstate
workers to their jobs at ERT, the na-
tional broadcaster.

If Syriza doesn’t deliver these in
the very first period of its govern-
ment, it will immediately mean a
major crisis inside Syriza - so it will
move in the direction of carrying
out these things. But, while basic to
resolving the humanitarian crisis,
these measures actually tear apart
the programme applied by the Troi-
ka over the last four years.

Would the German ruling class
be willing to make this kind of com-
promise with the Greek coalition
government? This is doubtful, to say
the very least. Therefore, while there
can be no certainty about what the
balance of forces will be, I believe
that after these Greek/Troika nego-
tiations the possibility of a default
on the debt will come back force-
fully.

We say that if Greece is forced to
default and out of the Eurozone, a
left government should immedi-
ately introduce capital and credit
controls and a state monopoly of
foreign trade, as part of a wide pro-
gramme that needs to be introduced
today anyway.

Syriza supporters celebrate

This should include nationalisa-
tion of the banks and the command-
ing heights of the economy, workers’
control and management and plan-
ning of the economy to deal with
the crisis and to safeguard workers’
rights and living conditions.

What role will Xekinima play in the
next period?

The leadership of Syriza will use the
Independent Greeks as an alibi for
not applying the necessary policies.
So we have to demand a consistent
pro-working class programme. If
this means a crisis in the govern-
ment and early elections then this is
how it should be.

The main role that we can play, to-
gether with other forces of the left, is
to campaign for these types of poli-
cies, particularly through the rank-
and-file movements. I think that a
major effect of this government on
society, in the first instance, will be
to provide a breathing space for the
working class and the social move-
ments. And then workers will mobi-
lise to take back what they have lost
over the past years.

In this situation, the Syriza gov-
ernment could shift left and even
carry out policies which are far
beyond what the leadership now
envisages. Our main task is to help
build the power and independent
action of the working class.

The only solution to the crisis is a
socialist programme. Any govern-
ment which doesn’t provide these
policies will end up in crisis. For
example, we call for Syriza to en-
act debt repudiation, to introduce
a living wage and living pension,
massive investment in welfare,
health and education. A socialist
programme also entails taking the
big corporations into public own-
ership, under democratic working
class control and management, for
the benefit of the majority.

A socialist programme pursued
by a left government would find an
even more powerful echo than Syri-
za’s current victory has across Eu-
rope. Working people everywhere
would emulate the Greek workers. It
would pose the need to struggle for
a socialist confederation of Europe,

join the socialists - www.socialistparty.org.uk

The Committee for a

Workers’ International

The Committee for a Workers’
International (CWI) is the socialist
international organisation to
which the Socialist Party is
affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45
countries and works to unite the
working class and oppressed
peoples against global capitalism
and to fight for a socialist world.
For more details including CWI
publications write to: CWI, PO
Box 3688, London E11 1YE.
email cwi@worldsoc.co.uk

www.socialistworld.net

on a free and equal basis.

During the election

campaign, Xekinima was not able
to come to an agreement with
Syriza about standing candidates,
but Xekinima still had a campaign
during the election. How did that
go?

We had a very good campaign, par-
ticularly taking into consideration
that there were only eleven days
of campaigning. The Syriza leader-
ship would not agree to the candi-
dates we proposed standing on lo-
cal Syriza lists because they knew
we would have MPs elected and
that they would have been a pole of
left opposition inside and outside
Syriza.

Nevertheless Xekinima under-
stood that what was necessary for
society and the working class was a
victory for Syriza in these elections.
We had a very powerful campaign
- every day we distributed close to
9,000 leaflets and we sold nearly 250
papers.

This brought us into contact
with many people. We are plan-
ning public meetings in the various
neighbourhoods in the next weeks
because it wasn’t possible to hold
them during the election campaign.

This is a shortened and edited
version of an article available at
www.socialistworld.net
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On Twitter

#Syriza formed in 2004 & got
3.3%, 2007 5%, 2009 4.6%.
Tonight it looks like >30%! Who's
to say what anti-austerity #TUSC
could do?

Dave Nellist

TUSC national chair

A new chapter has been opened

by this 2YPIZA victory - one that

will ask new questions and mean
relearning old lessons - but

tonight workers of the world are
celebrating!

Martin Powell Davies

NUT national executive member

Greek voters say NO MORE
AUSTERITY! They need our support
Matt Wrack

FBU general secretary

#Syriza points the way to ending
the era of austerity across Europe.
Nobody should underestimate the
anger and demand for change
here.

John McDonnell

Labour MP

A great victory in Greece for Syriza.
Anti-austerity is on the march.
What Syriza does today TUSC will
do tomorrow.

Tony Mulhearn

Former Liverpool City Councillor

#Syriza victory is a new chapter.
Needs to default on debt,
nationalise banks and big
companies and introduce capital
controls

Tony Saunois

Secretary, CWI

Whopping victory 4 #Syriza boosts
left-wing parties & anti-austerity
movement Europe wide #TUSC @
TUSCoalition

Socialist Students

The Greeks have reached the
right conclusion that austerity
can be rejected and that there is
an alternative #celebrate #Syriza
#GreekElections

Helen Ridett

London nurse

Media will still refuse to accept
that there is a party in UK against
austerity cuts. Not true. #voteTUSC
there is an alternative! #Syriza
Nicky Downes

Coventry teacher

TUSC supporters in Unite’s London
& Eastern region show support for
fighting austerity alongside Greek
workers
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Usdaw elections
‘We need a winning, fighting union’

Socialist Party member

Amy Murphy is standing for
president in the Usdaw shop
workers’ union elections,

as well as for re-election

as a Southern division
executive council member.
The Socialist interviewed Amy
about her candidacy.

want to see the union saying
‘enough’! We are one of the
biggest growing unions and
we need to put our mem-
bers first.

We've got 180,000 members in
Tesco, for example, so we're quite
a formidable force. We need to be
showing that and saying to these
companies ‘this isn’t acceptable’

‘We should not be
frightened to upset
the likes of Tesco's.
We do it every day
as reps — we put
out jobs on the line,
we argue. We need
the same kind of
assurance from the
top’

We've got some fantastic reps that
do wonderful jobs in quite difficult
times and sometimes it feels like
we're on our own. Reps need rein-
forcement.

If these companies flout the
agreement we can’t just say ‘okay
then’ and roll over. We need to work
with the reps we've got, take on
board what they're saying and act
upon it. It always feels like it’s what
the company wants and the mem-
bers have to toe the line.

It would be wrong for me to say
that strikes are the answer to eve-
rything, but I seriously believe that
sometimes we’ve got no other alter-
native. They shouldn’t be dismissed
by the leadership.

We should not be frightened to
upset the likes of Tesco. We do it
every day as reps - we put out jobs
on the line, we argue. We need the
same kind of assurance from the
top.

Usdaw also needs to support its
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Youth Fight for Jobs campaigners calling for decent pay for all Tesco workers photo S Beishon

young members. We need to rec-
ognise that they are our future, we
need to organise them and it would
be good to have a youth seat on
both our executive and divisional
councils.

I've been on the executive council
for three years hoping that I could

make some kind of a difference
but it’s quite plain from where I'm
standing that there is no democra-
cy. So one of the aims for me is to try
to bring that back into Usdaw.

But also it should be a winning
union for the membership. There
doesn’t seem to be much fight any

more. I've been a member of Usdaw
for 22 years and I've always chal-
lenged. The challenge seems to have
gone from the leadership”

Socialist Party member Scott
Jones is also standing for South
Wales and Western division.

RMT forces DLR

Transport union RMT has called
off 48-hours of strike action on the
Docklands Light Railway (DLR),
due to start on 28 January, after the
employers agreed to all the union’s
demands.

The dispute with DLR operators
Keolis/Amey was over the outsourc-
ing of jobs and activities, new hu-

bosses back

man resource policies that would
have undermined working condi-
tions, and the undermining of the
role of RMT Health and Safety rep-
resentatives.

All these proposals have now been
withdrawn as a result of the threat-
ened strike action, after a 95% ‘yes’
vote for action on a 70% turnout.

Network bulletin.

4%\/natiunalshuustewarnsnetwurk

Get your latest trade union news with the National Shop Stewards

Sign up at: lists.riseup.net/www/subscribe/shopstewardsnet

Come to the NSSN conference: Saturday 4 July, Conway Hall, Holborn,
London WCAR 4RL. Put the date in your diary now!

www.shopstewards.net

NI Water workers' victory

Donal O’Cofaigh
Fermanagh Socialist Party

Despite efforts by Stormont politi-
cians and many in the Northern
Ireland media to vilify them, strik-
ing NI Water workers have won sig-
nificant concessions from manage-
ment, leading to a suspension of
their action on Tuesday 20 January,
pending a ballot on the new offer.

The ‘work-to-rule’ action - with
workers refusing any overtime and
sticking strictly to their contractual
obligations - started on 23 Decem-
ber. Management were trying to
force workers to pay dramatically
higher pension contributions - ef-
fectively a pay cut - from April this
year.

The attacks on NI Water workers
are aimed at paving the way for all-
out privatisation of the service and,
therefore, the introduction of water
charges.

This victory is another example of
the power of workers to resist and
defeat attacks from the bosses when
they stand united.

Public sector strike

The NIPSA Northern Ireland
public sector union is balloting
for action over an imposed

pay settlement and job cuts.

If members vote yes, a public
sector general strike could
take place on 13 March.

In brief

NHS strike suspended
As we go to press, the NHS strike
due to take place on 29 February
over pay has been suspended fol-
lowing an offer from the employer.
Members in the different health
unions will now be consulted on
the offer.

The dispute was triggered when
the government refused to imple-
ment the Pay Review Body (PRB)
recommendation of a consolidated
1% pay rise across the board.
Now more staff will get the 1% pay
rise, with an extra one off £200
payment for lower paid workers.
But more could be won. Social-
ist Party members on the Unison
health service group executive
opposed the strike suspension.
Look out for more on the
dispute in future issues of

the Socialist and at www.
socialistparty.org.uk

Tesco drivers’ victory

The former Doncaster Tesco driv-
ers are on the verge of an historic
victory over their unfair dismissal
by Eddie Stobart Ltd two years ago.
The dispute started in August
2012 when the workers were
transferred from Tesco to Stobart’s
which then, in September, issued
notices of termination of employ-
ment. Strikes then took place over
four months, including indefinite
action in December 2012, before

the drivers were dismissed in Janu-
ary 2013.

In an employment tribunal, the
drivers argued that Stobart’s and
Tesco agreed to make them redun-
dant long before the workers were
consulted.

An offer. recommended by the
union. has been accepted by an
overwhelming majority at a meet-
ing of the drivers.

Search ‘Doncaster Tesco
Drivers’ at www.socialistparty.
org.uk to read more about the
history of this dispute.

Police support

Police support strike action, due

to take place on 23 January, was
called off following an offer from
employers of a 2.2% pay rise over
two years.

Yet this seems to be little improve-
ment on the original below-inflation
offer of 1% a year.

One Unison rep told the Socialist:
“Many colleagues are demanding
information on why the union is not
rejecting this so called ‘offer’ out
of hand. It ties us in to more below
inflation rises that workers have
already rejected.

“I now face a very disillusioned and
angry workforce who are confused
and feel left in the dark.”



the Socialist 29 january - 4 February 2015

join the socialists - www.socialistparty.org.uk

NEWS B

Davos summit
“The pitchforks are coming!’

Caroline Vincent

The annual World Economic Forum
(WEF) was held in Davos, Swit-
zerland, last week. A global elite of
world leaders, intellectuals, philan-
thropists, entrepreneurs and repre-
sentatives of big business gathered
to focus their ‘talents’ on the most
pressing issues in the world today.
Inequality and poverty were high on
the agenda.

On the same day, Global Justice
Now released a report titled The
Poor Are Getting Richer and other
Dangerous Delusions, designed to
undermine some of the assump-
tions that the Forum promotes. One
myth that the report set out to bust
was that of ‘trickle down’ economics
- we shouldn’t envy the filthy rich,
as we'll eventually get richer too! In
fact the opposite has turned out to
be true.

Take a look at the growing ine-
quality in the UK. Wages have fallen
since the economic crash in 2008,
but they hardly rose during the pre-
ceding boom years, with profits go-
ing to a tiny elite. Meanwhile con-
sumer debt has tripled over the last
20 years as we've struggled to make
ends meet. The proportion of UK in-
come controlled by the super-rich
has doubled since 1970, with the
top 1% now owning as much as the
bottom 55%.

Trickle down hasn’t worked, be-
cause the super-rich don’t use their
money in ways that benefit the rest
of the population. They spend it on
luxury goods, or hoard it in offshore
accounts.

Rather than address this widen-
ing inequality, the government has
hit us with austerity measures that
seem endless. Whilst the richest 80
people in the world have doubled
their wealth, we've suffered attacks
on our wages, pensions and vital
public services.

But there are consequences of
inequality for the rich too. They're
becoming nervous. Anti-capitalist
mass-movements have sprung up
all over the world in response to the
“planned poverty” that has been
dished out to the majority. And
anti-austerity parties like Syriza in
Greece and Podemos in Spain have
made electoral breakthroughs.

' Join the fightback!

The vast wealth gap between the super-rich and everyone else is untenable

At a packed Davos session a re-
tired hedge fund manager made an
interesting revelation. His former
peers are planning their escapes.
They've been buying airstrips and
farms in remote locations just in
case they need to make a quick
getaway! Perhaps they're heeding
the advice of multi-millionaire Nick
Hanauer who warned fellow oli-
garchs last year that “the pitchforks
ARE coming!”

Even Christine Lagarde, Manag-
ing Director of the International
Monetary Fund pointed out, “ex-
cessive inequality is not good for
sustainable growth.” Indeed, as our
wages are driven down it means
we can no longer afford to buy the
products that the capitalists need to

sell us to make their profits.

Oxfam’s Winnie Byanyima - who
co-chaired the WEF - made sug-
gestions for tackling the problem.
These included a clampdown on
tax dodging from corporations, in-
vestment in public services, a liv-
ing wage and provision of adequate
safety nets for the most vulnerable.
All things that socialists would agree
with and campaign for.

Ultimately though, capitalism
is a system that creates crises and
inequality. Worldwide millions of
people have fallen into poverty as a
result of its failings. It can’t be fixed
to be ‘nicer’ Only a socialist planned
economy is capable of delivering a
decent standard of living for all of
us.

Air traffic controllers in Switzerland must have had a busy time with 1,700 private
jets flying in the rich and famous to attend the Davos shindig.

Business was also reported to be brisk at the Belvedere Hotel which held 320
parties in five days, with billionaires and world leaders gorging on 1,500 bottles
of champagne and prosecco, 1,300 mini pretzels and 1,350 chocolate-covered

strawberries.

Membership of the WEF at $50,000 and entry to the summit at $20,000 shouldn’t
have presented any difficulty to billionaires like Jeff Greene from the USA who left
his cramped 53,000 square feet LA mansion and jetted in accompanied by his
wife, kids and two nannies. But in fairness to Jeff he does consider that “lifestyle
expectations are far too high and need to be adjusted so that we have less things

and a smaller better existence.”

Having few things is something most of the world’s population has already achieved

thanks to capitaism!

socialistparty.org.uk/join
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Quantitative Easmg Socialism for the rich!

If you're in a hole, stop digging. But
not it seems if you happen to be the
European Central Bank (ECB) deal-
ing with the depressed Eurozone
economies.

The ECB has announced quan-
titative easing (QE) measures ie
printing new money, amounting
to a staggering €1,100,000,000,000
(€1.1 trillion), in order to stimulate
economic growth.

This high-risk strategy assumes
that the recipients of this ECB lar-
gesse ie the banks and other capi-
talist financial institutions, will
provide private industry with new
investment. But why would capital-
ists rise to the bait with a current ex-
cess of capacity in industry?

Indeed, political economist

Richard Murphy has rubbished

the ECB’s QE measures, saying:
“Because... there is no demand
for new cash for private sector
investment in the EU, or beyond it,
this money will not be invested in
new productive capital. Not a new
job will be created as a result. Not

a single social need will be met.
Instead the money will be used for
speculation... There will be a boom.
A bust will follow.

“But in the meantime market
gamblers will celebrate their profits,
acclaim their abilities, and demand
their bonuses.

“A few will get very rich indeed.
Many will pay the inflated com-
modity prices and vast numbers of
young people will end up priced
even further out of property mar-
kets, where a few will purchase con-
siderable portfolios and yet more
trophy apartments that prevent ac-
cess to housing at affordable prices
to millions. This will be socialism for
the rich”

Dave Carr

Then...

Dangerous driving

Comedian Al Murray’s reactionary al-
ter ego character - the pub landlord
- must be wondering just how ludi-
crous his general election manifesto
must become to out-trump Ukip.

The latter’s latest nonsense
outburst comes from Lynton Yates,
its parliamentary candidate in
Charnwood, Leicestershire. His party
leaflet called for benefit claimants

to be banned from driving cars and
instead use buses. He also reckons,
in a disingenuous environmental
claim, that such a ban would remove
six million vehicles from our roads.
Presumably, Yates intends removing
adapted mobility cars from disabled
people.

Of course, the use of public trans-
port should be encouraged. But
ensuring that it's affordable, acces-
sible, reliable and safe would require
public ownership and substantial
government investment - two poli-
cies that Ukip opposes!

Dark side of the moon

“Fall in real wages prompts 40% rise
in workers with second jobs”... “The
UK is becoming a nation of toilers.
With living standards at their lowest
in a decade and real-term wages
falling 8% since the financial crisis”
(Financial Times 26/1/15).
Officially, there are now 1.2 mil-

lion workers with second jobs,

up 450,000 since 2006. But

that leaves out workers forced to
‘moonlight’ with second jobs in the
so-called grey economy, which has
grown to an estimated 3% of GDP.

Head of the queue

Thousands of City Link workers were
shafted when the courier company
folded without warning over Christ-
mas, with the government picking up
the tab for redundancy payments.
Another 1,000 self-employed and
agency workers were also sacked,
with some self-employed drivers
owed more than £20,000. However,
while these workers are likely to find
themselves at the back of the queue
for payment Rentokil Initial, which
sold City Link for £1 in 2013, will
scoop a multi-million payout when
the courier firm’s assets are sold.

Worse off

Austerity: ‘We’re all in it together’

is the government’s unconvincing
slogan. But according to the Institute
for Fiscal studies the poorest UK
households have suffered the most
from the Tory/Lib Dems coalition
welfare cuts and tax rises. The aver-
age household is now £1,127 a year
worse off since 2010. The income of
the lowest 10% of earners fell by 4%
whereas the richest 10% suffered a
2.6% drop.

Lording it

If readers believe that feudalism
was swept aside during the English
revolution then think again. 84,000
‘manorial rights’ claims were issued
to home owners (including freehold
properties) in the last two years.
These claims allow lords of the
manor to mine underneath their
land, to hunt, shoot and fish on the
property, and even to stage fairs!

In October 2013, 500 households in
Welwyn Garden City received notices
telling them that Lord Sainsbury
(former Tory leader in the Lords and
supermarket owner) had registered
claims to manorial rights over their
properties.

Have you got news for the ‘fishes’? Email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

The Case for Socialism -
Why You Should Join

This short pamphlet outlines what the
Socialist Party stands for, and how we think
socialism can be achieved.

If you agree - join us!

£1.20 including postage

[ Socialist Books,

PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD. 020 8988 8789
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19 THE GREEN PARTY THE ANSWER:

Widespread electoral disillusionment with the Tory, Labour and Lib Dem establishment
parties has opened up a political vacuum which the far-right populist party Ukip is hoping

to fill. However, the Green Party standing on a left leaning programme is also increasingly
gaining support and members. Claire Laker-Mansfield questions whether the Greens provide
the answer to the lack of working class political representation.

Why are the Greens growing at the
present time?

Positive polls, increasing membership as
well as a prominent campaign to be in-
cluded in the television ‘leaders debates;
means the Greens have their largest na-
tional profile for many years. But it’s im-
portant to put the Greens’ recent growth
in its broader context.

The ‘two-party’ system which has
dominated the country’s politics is
breaking down. Combined support for
the Tories and Labour has reached his-
torically low levels. And no wonder.
United on the fundamentals, all the main
parties are in agreement on the need to
place the bill for the economic crisis at
the feet of working class people. Auster-
ity is the order of the day, and Labous,
who many would look to for protection
from the onslaught, are offering noth-
ing substantially different. In fact, they
have committed to matching the Tories’
spending cuts targets in the next parlia-
ment.

With such little difference between
the main parties the question of an al-
ternative is becoming increasingly press-
ing. It is into this wide political vacuum
that previously ‘fringe’ parties - like the
Greens but also the right wing populist
Ukip - are attempting to step. This is the
context in which the Green party is expe-
riencing what its leader, Natalie Bennett,
describes as the ‘Green surge'

In sharp contrast to the mainstream
parties of British capitalism, the Greens
have an increasing membership. Includ-
ing their Scottish party, they claim to
number over 40,000 and have overtaken
UKIP in size. Their electoral support is
also on the up. Recent polls have placed
the party on an average of around 6%,
some polls higher - ahead of the Lib-
Dems.

A substantial part of the party’s sup-
port is coming from younger voters,
who are often among those most disillu-
sioned with the out-of-touch establish-
ment parties.

They say they oppose cuts. What is
their record on this?

The Greens have 160 councillors, but it
is in Brighton, where the party has a mi-
nority administration in control of the lo-
cal council, that they have had the most
opportunity to demonstrate their politics
in practice.

The Green
party feels it
has to balance
the needs

of workers
against the
Interests of

big business.
Unlike
socialists, they
don't place
themselves
unapologet-
ically and
consistently
on the side of
working-class
people against
the super-rich
1%

Elected on an anti-cuts ticket, many
hoped that Britain’s first Green council
would offer an alternative to the slash
and burn approach of both the Tories and
Labour. Like most councils, Brighton was
hit with a big cut to funding from central
government. But far from acting as a line
of defence against the vicious Con-Dems
- the Greens have obediently passed on
the pain. More than £50 million worth of
cuts have been inflicted on the city since
the Green council was elected - resulting
in its huge unpopularity locally.

The only idea the Green council had
for ‘mitigating’ the effects of government
cuts was to instead force the cost of the
economic crisis onto working people in
the form of council tax rises.

Contrast this approach with that of
the fighting stance taken by Liverpool
city council (led by supporters of the
Militant, now the Socialist Party), in the
1980s. Also operating in a time of auster-
ity, this council won over £60 million in
extra funding from the Tory government
and led a mass campaign of working
class people to defend its stance against
Thatcher. But unlike the Liverpool coun-
cil leaders the Greens have neither the
confidence nor desire to mobilise the full
force of the working-class against the vi-
cious Con-Dems.

On the contrary, the Green council
has brought itself into direct confronta-
tion with some of the best organised and
militant sections of workers in the city.
As part of a so-called equal-pay deal the
council attempted to cut the pay of the
city’s low-waged bin workers by as much
as £4,000, ripping up a union agreement.
This provoked wild-cat strike action, fol-
lowed by a determined month long strike
of bin workers.

Could Brighton council be dismissed
as a one-off? The evidence suggests not.
Even where the Greens have only a hand-
ful of councillors and little to lose by at
least voting, if not actively campaigning,

The Green Party has attempted to occupy the ground vacated by Labour’s abandonment of social reforms photo Paul Mattsson

against cuts, they have failed to do so
consistently.

In Bristol they joined a ‘rainbow’ cuts
coalition and are largely indistinguish-
able from the other parties within it.
They have failed to propose or support
alternative ‘no cuts’ budgets, compared
for example to the Trade Unionist and
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) councillors in
Southampton.

When she was asked how the Greens
might act following this year’s elections,
the Green party’s leader - Natalie Ben-
nett - felt unable to offer any guarantees

Brighton Pavillion MP, Caroline Lucas photo Paul Mattsson

that Green MPs would act as a defence
against cuts in parliament.

When pressed on what the Greens
might do in a potential hung Parliament,
Bennett argued that, while the Greens
would not favour a coalition with the To-
ries, or Labour, they would be prepared
to vote for Labour party cuts budgets as
part of a ‘confidence and supply agree-
ment. Internationally, Green parties
have proved very willing to join pro-cuts
coalitions and right-wing governments,
in Germany and Ireland for example (see
box).

Some see them as a left alternative to
the main parties. Do they have socialist
policies?

The Green Party describes its political
philosophy as one of ‘fairness, for the
benefit of ‘people and planet! But while
these are admirable aims, they do not
claim to have a socialist programme.

The Greens' propose a range of pro-
gressive and radical sounding policies
which, especially when compared to the
cowardice of Labour on so many issues,
make for refreshing reading. The party
supports renationalisation of the rail-
ways and wants to abolish tuition fees,
for example. They have also come out in
favour of a £10 an hour minimum wage -
something socialists are calling for.

But here, as with many of their poli-
cies, the devil is in the detail. The Greens
claim this policy would only be realisable
by 2020, allowing time for big business to
‘adjust’ to the new wage, but also allow-
ing for inflation to diminish its value.

Clearly the Green party feels it has to
balance the needs of workers against
the interests of big business. Unlike so-
cialists, they don’t place themselves un-
apologetically and consistently on the
side of working-class people against the
super-rich 1%.

In their 2010 manifesto’ the party
pledged to match the Labour govern-

ment’s target of halving the deficit by
2013 - a target it argued would be pos-
sible without big cuts to services but by
instead raising taxes. A close look at their
tax policies again reveals the unclear na-
ture of their class loyalties. While they
advocated a small increase

in corporation tax, they

also supported a range . —
of consumer taxes, '
often dressed up
as being envi-
ronmentally

friendly. These would take no account of
the consumer’s ability to pay and there-
fore would hit poorer people hardest.

Without a socialist foundation to their
ideas, the Greens are forced to basically
accept the economic framework set out
for them by capitalism. Socialists fight for
asociety run to meet the needs of all rath-
er than to provide profit for a few. There
is enormous wealth in society - enough
to provide decent jobs, services, hous-
ing and more for everyone. The problem
is that this wealth is concentrated in the
hands of a tiny few. Statistics brought out
by Oxfam this week have shown that the
richest 1% own almost as much wealth as
the bottom 99%.

Socialists say we need to take the
wealth off the 1%. We see the working
class - who create society’s wealth and
provide its services - as the most impor-
tant force in society. When organised, the
working class has the potential power to
stop cuts, win improvements, and ulti-
mately to transform and run society. So-
cialist ideas represent a summary of the
economic interests of the working class.
These interests are inevitably in conflict
with those of big business and the capi-
talist class, whose profits are generated
through the exploitation of workers.

Climate change and environmental
destruction threaten the planet; surely
this is the first priority to deal with
before we discuss how to get rid of
capitalism?
Dealing with the environmental crisis
the planet faces is urgent. The Green
Party is right to point this out. Indeed,
the fight to protect and improve the en-
vironment is one that has been a part of
the workers’ movement throughout its
history. But climate change cannot begin
to be tackled by governments beholden
to the interests of big business. Challeng-
ing the environmental crisis requires that
you challenge the system itself.
Under capitalism, profit trumps all: the
needs of people, the state of the
environment - you
name it. Even
minor tinker-
ing and regula-
tion made with

Brighton refuse workers’ demo against Green Party council leader Jason Kitcat

concern for the planet can invoke the
wrath of big business, which, wherever
possible, will pass any extra costs they
face onto ordinary people: For example
so-called green taxes. Even the modest
‘green levies’ the government has ap-
plied to the energy companies, suppos-
edly with concern for the environment,
have simply been passed on to consum-
ers - adding to fuel poverty and failing to
dent the companies’ profits.

Nationalising the energy companies
would certainly be a good place to start
in dealing with the climate crisis - some-
thing the Green party does, in words, sup-
port. After all, you cannot control what
you don’t own. But this principle applies
to more than just the energy companies.

Tackling climate change really re-
quires the ability to democratically plan
an economy as a whole. Think of the
damage that companies like car manu-
facturers and agricultural giants could
continue to do to the environment if left
in private hands. Indeed, this planning
would need to be carried out not only
within the boundaries of a single nation -
but as part of an international plan.

Socialists are internationalists - we
see the struggle of workers around the
globe as intrinsically linked to the fight
to change things here. We support and
fight for every possible improvement in
the lives of working class people - in-
cluding for reforms that can benefit the
environment. But we don’t stop there.
We understand that unless reforms are
linked to fighting to transform society
and change the system, they can be taken
back at a later stage. The fight to end cli-
mate change is therefore one which must
be part of an overall fight to end capital-
ism - something the Green party is not
committed to.

Indeed, the Green party’s acceptance
of a capitalist economic framework has
already tainted their environmental re-
cord. Brighton council - controlled by
the Greens - is ranked 302nd out of 336
local authorities for recycling!

Can the Greens offer a working class
political voice? Could they be part of
creating a new mass working class
party?

The Greens are clearly not what you
could describe as a party of the working
class. While they have some policies that
might benefit workers, they do not base
themselves on working class organisa-
tions - such as trade unions - and nor
are they committed to a socialist pro-
gramme. Their record - both in Brighton
and elsewhere - has demonstrated the
consequences of this in practice.

The growth that the Greens are cur-
rently experiencing is an expression of
the deep desire for a real alternative that
exists in society - particularly among
young people. Really this thirst for an al-
ternative should be met by the workers’
movement. Were the trade unions to take
the bold step of setting up their own po-
litical party, building on the work already
done by the Trade Unionist and Socialist
Coalition, many of those currently look-
ing towards the Green Party - in spite of
its limitations - would find a new home
under this banner.

While individual Greens may well play
arole in the future development of a new
party, the key task for socialists and anti-
cuts activists is not to build support for
a party like the Greens, but to campaign
and fight to build a real, working-class
political alternative.

For more detailed analysis see Claire’s
article in the new issue of Socialism
Today. See advert right

Greens’ record

IN lreland

he record of the Green party in the Republic of Ireland can give

us an insight into the potential role we could see their sister
organisation in Britain play in the future. In government, the Irish
Greens consistently put the interests of the market ahead of those
of working class people and the environment.

Following the Irish elections in 2007, the six elected Green TDs
(MPs) joined a coalition government with Fianna Fail and the ultra-
free market Progressive Democrats.

Like the Greens in Britain, much of the Irish party’s support had
come from those wishing to protest against big business politics
and the destruction of the environment

Before entering government the Irish Greens had prominently
supported a campaign fighting against the proposed construction
of a natural gas pipeline through Kilcommon, as well as the con-
struction of a refinery at Bellanaboy.

On joining the coalition, the Green TD Eamon Ryan was appoint-
ed as Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.
He went on to oversee the construction of this pipeline and refinery
in government.

In 2008, the financial crash plunged the Irish economy into re-
cession, with the government bailing out Irish financial firms.

In April 2009 an emergency budget - supported by the Greens -
began a brutal programme of austerity - with the cost of the bank
bail-outs billed to the Irish working class.

In November 2010, Ireland accepted a bailout from the Troika
(International Monetary Fund, the European Union and the Euro-
pean Central Bank), and agreed to a huge €15 billion austerity
package in return. However, in December 2010 the Irish govern-
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Paul Murphy, recently elected Anti Austerity Alliance TD and
Socialist Party member, on an earlier environmental protest

ment announced a further €6 billion in cuts. This was described as
the ‘most draconian budget in the history of the state’. It was not
until January, with scandal erupting around the cosy links between
the taoiseach (prime minister) and the chairman of the bailed out
Anglo-Irish bank that the Greens finally decided to leave the govern-
ment, triggering an election.

In the elections that took place in March of that year, voters pun-
ished the Greens for their betrayals. The party experienced a wipe-
out and lost all six of its TDs.

The fortunes of the Irish Greens can be contrasted with those
of principled anti-austerity campaigners such as the Irish Socialist
Party (the sister party of the Socialist Party in England and Wales)
- currently celebrating a string of electoral successes. On the back
of a mighty campaign against water charges, Socialist Party mem-
ber and Anti-Austerity Alliance candidate Paul Murphy recently won
a sensational by-election victory in Dublin South-West, to become
one of three Socialist Party TDs. The Greens candidate in this by-
election scored 1.9%.

Electoral success was a serious test for the Greens. In practice
the party showed that it is prepared to do what’s necessary to pro-
tect capitalism despite the costs to people and planet. No wonder
then, that this party has been discarded by working class and young
people, who are instead looking towards a genuine alternative.

The Socialist Party’s magazine

The February issue includes:

®Britain’s tipping point
election

®Are the Greens an
alternative?

£2.50 including postage:

Socialism Today PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD.
Subscribe for £18 a year at www.socialismtoday.org
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Extra, extra! Socialist needs new sales!

James lvens
The Socialist editorial team

No one can beat the Socialist on
analysis and ideas. No one can even
come close to the clarity and audac-
ity of the programme we propose.
All we need to do is get it out there.
We need to sell it.

Who else has been working with-
out rest for an electoral and in-
dustrial fight with the cuts-crazed
bosses? And who explained it won't
be Labour who does it? It will be
the real working-class prizefighters
we've been backing: unions like the
RMT and PCS, and grassroots anti-
cuts campaigners.

What other paper is seen on
countless strikers’ picket lines, stu-
dents’ occupations and renters’
marches to save their homes? Not
just reporting, but offering practical
assistance when asked?

Where else can you sit in with
the political white-water rides

in Greece, Spain and the United
States? And what other paper has
sister parties right in there, mapping
out where the river will fork?

Only the Socialist. And that’s why
anyone serious about landing a hit
on the greasy snouts of the super-
rich needs it.

We're not paid

for by capitalist

advertisers: we

depend on ordinary

people buying our

paper

We print stories by the real ex-
perts - ordinary members and work-
ers directly involved in these battles.

But we can onlyreach as far as the

Socialist Party’s members will take
us. Weekly sales in town centres are

central to most branches’ activity.
But we want to reach the hands of
all the angry, exploited and dispos-
sessed.

And we can only keep on being
the best if we have money. We're not
a ‘freesheet, paid for by capitalist
advertisers. We depend on ordinary
people buying our paper to keep it
up.

All of this - input, influence and
finance - is where you come in.

Carrying the paper with you eve-
rywhere you go is the first habit to
get. We all end up in political con-
versations at work. The same in un-
ion branches, tenants’ association
meetings, and chance gatherings at
school or university. When workers
are angry, and are looking for an-
swers - we need our paper to hand
to sell.

You could also run weekly morn-
ing sales outside a major workplace
in your area. What better way to
make links with fighters and organ-
isers in hospitals and job centres - or

browbeaten retail workers?

Some have started to look for
new times or locations for their
campaign stalls. Your next political
live wire could first find our ideas
outside the station, storming home
from work one weekday night.

And if you have potential regular
buyers, have them subscribe!

The only way to achieve any of this
is organising. How can you plan to
do one extra thing to push the paper
further? And how can your branch
or region? Could you be their next
paper organiser?

No one can beat the Socialist on
what we have to say. So let’s make
sure no one can ignore it either.

Why | joined the
Soclalist Party

Lisa Bainbridge
Lambeth Socialist Party

In 1997 New Labour swept to vic-
tory with a promise of a ‘third
way’ for British politics. I'd just
arrived in the UK from Australia. I
grew up during the Cold War, and
my politics didn’t stretch much
further than no nukes and vote
Labour.

This changed after the attacks
on the Twin Towers. I remember
the moment it was announced
the UK would be sending troops
to Afghanistan. People said it
would be over in weeks. I couldn’t
imagine how anyone could think
that; the USSR had got bogged
down there for decades.

A few brutal years later, Tony
Blair announced we would be
going to Iraq. I joined the march
against the war in the hope the
wishes of the many would win
over the interests of a few. We
know how that turned out.

Then came the financial crash.
This was the moment, people
were occupying the streets, capi-
talism was in crisis. The nature
of capitalism had been revealed,

rampant greed and corporate
corruption laid bare.

But the more time passed, the
more the mainstream media nar-
rative changed. It was no longer
due to exploitation and trading
toxic assets. It was all caused by
overspending on public services.
Of course it was!

Sorry

Labour just started apologising. I
kept the faith for a while, until I
saw Ed Balls announce Labour’s
promise to carry through Tory
cuts. Labour was not speaking for
me anymore.

The next day I saw Dave Nellist,
chair of the Trade Unionist and
Socialist Coalition (TUSC - see
page 9) on the BBC. It was the
first time for a long time I'd heard
someone with real ideas about
how the lives of working people
could be transformed. I imme-
diately got on the website, regis-
tered my support for TUSC and
joined the Socialist Party.

The night before writing this, I
watched Syriza sweep to victory
in Greece. For the first time since
1997 I feel change in the air.

‘l g Donate to fund the fightback!

socialistparty.org. uk/donate-
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Carlisle TUSC

Labour parliamentary candidate
Lee Sherriff has taken a £10,000
political ‘donation’ for her election
campaign from millionaire prop-

Lib-Lab political bung scandal

erty dealer Lord Oakeshott. Ed
Miliband has approved the money,
and Sherriff has refused to explain
herself.

Lib Dem Oakeshott is a close ally
of Business Secretary Vince Ca-
ble, who privatised Royal Mail and
rejected transport union RMT’s
call to save jobs at City Link. He
is plotting for a Labour-Lib Dem
coalition government to continue
austerity cuts, privatisation and
anti-worker legislation.

His other aim is to prevent the
public from democratically decid-
ing on EU membership, saying of
Ed Miliband “He has stood firm
against the clamour for a referen-
dum with considerable courage

and nous.” TUSC opposes all rac-
ist and anti-immigrant rhetoric
and policies. We also oppose the
EU, because it acts undemocrati-
cally in the interests of big business
against working people.

Dodgy

The Sherriff campaign’s accept-
ance of this dodgy donation dem-
onstrates once more the futility
of trade unions putting their cash
- and hopes - in Labour. Unions
in Carlisle and elsewhere would
do much better to back their own
candidates against this mercenary
lot. TUSC exists to help them do
just that.

Leicester marches for free education

Thomas Barker
Leicester Socialist Students

Profit has no place in education.
The government is intent on
making ordinary people shoulder
the burden of the economic crisis.
It is time that we stand up and call
for an end to the marketising of
education!

Action

So as part of a national day of action,
people across Leicester will march
for free education 31 January. The
march has been organised by stu-
dent groups in Leicester including
Socialist Students, and is backed by

Leicester trades council and teach-
ers’ union NUT.

With the success of the student
movement in Germany, as well as
Syriza in Greece, it’s increasingly
clear that there is an alternative
to cuts, debt, and privatisation.
So whether you're fed up with low
wages, extortionate rents, or crip-
pling student debt, join the march
to make your voice heard!

Leicester March for
Free Education

Assemble at Victoria Park
car park at 12pm; rally at the
Clocktower at 12.15.

Burns’ Night a blazing success

The annual “Alternative Burns’
Night Supper” organised by the Car-
lisle Socialist Party was described
by a journalist from the local paper
as his best ever night out in the city.
Mind you, that was at 1.30am, after
six hours of music, poetry, singing,
eating - and, yeah, OK, a wee bit of
drinking - by over 40 people.

Our address to Burns, the “im-
mortal memory, rescued the
revolutionary democrat and in-
ternationalist from the parochial
conservatives who have partly sani-
tised and partly vilified him since
his death. How many guests at the
Mayor’s much-publicised supper

knew Burns supported the Ameri-
can and French revolutions against
the Hannoverian monarchy? Who
knew he sent cannon to France,
and formed a secret branch of the
“Friends of the People” in nearby
Dumfries?

After some poems and live Scot-
tish and Irish music, we enjoyed
haggis, neeps and tatties, followed
by more modern music in open mic
and karaoke sessions. What an en-
joyable way to raise £132 and bust
our fighting fund target!

I'm still recovering.
Brent Kennedy
Carlisle Socialist Party
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Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition:

Gearing up for largest anti-cuts

election challenge yet

Paula Mitchell
London Socialist Party secretary

‘ ‘ antastic day, fantastic
conference, fantastic
people,” tweeted Red
Labour Hull councillor

Dean Kirk on his way home from

addressing the Trade Unionist and

Socialist Coalition (TUSC) confer-

ence on Saturday 24 January.

The weekend that ended with the
history-changing election victory
of Syriza in Greece, began, in Lon-
don at least, with a conference of
hundreds of trade unionists, social-
ists and community campaigners,
planning another little bit
of history - the biggest

While the general election will
consume press attention, the local
elections are in many ways more
directly the battleground over
cuts.

In opening the discussion on
TUSC'’s platform for the local elec-
tions, nominating officer Clive
Heemskerk said that whoever wins
the general election, it’s a “change
of management” and we’ll need
councillors as our “shop stewards’,
fighting to defend jobs, pay and
services.

Rebel councillors
In an inspiring session, the TUSC
conference brought together
rebel Labour councillors

electoral stand of See from around the coun-
anti-austerity can- Kevin try - all suspended or
fiidates in Britain Bennett’s expelled for refusing
ltedmes. SETEIOOL " Dean Kirk joined

In  opening standing for TUSC and in the audience by

the conference,
TUSC national
chair and for-

Dave Nellist ex-
plained that while
TUSC won’t be forming
a government in May, it will

be fielding over 100 parliamentary
candidates, providing a national al-
ternative to the anti-working class
austerity of all main parties.

Trade unionists

RMT executive member John Reid
announced that the transport work-
ers’ union has set aside money to
support TUSC candidates.

Joe Simpson, assistant general
secretary of the POA prison offic-
ers’ union, declared his intention
to stand in Enfield and said he was
putting the case within POA for it
supporting TUSC candidates and
joining the RMT on the TUSC steer-
ing committee.

PCS civil servants’ union execu-
tive member and Scottish TUSC
chair Cheryl Gedling also spoke,
along with NUT teachers’ union ex-
ecutive member Stefan Simms, who
announced that two NUT executive
members will stand for TUSC.

a longer version of
this report at www.

socialistparty.org.
mer Labour MP uk

fellow Hull Red La-
bour councillor Gill
Kennett, said: “La-
bour is not the party
Ijoined”
From Leicester Inde-
pendent Councillors Against
Cuts, Barbara Potter said she stood
for a council seat because she was
active in her community, not to
make cuts or implement the bed-
room tax.

The Leicester councillors held a
“People’s Budget” meeting so
they could put forward a

trying to fight cuts from inside La-
bour but “enough is enough” He
hoped to become a TUSC council-
lor very soon and also to stand for
TUSC in Warrington South in the
general election.

Mayor Pete Smith, of Walsall
Democratic Labour Party, talked
about his opposition to Labour cuts
of £89 million to services for young,
disabled and poor people.

Nick Chaffey brought greet-
ings from the Southampton rebel
councillors Keith Morrell and Don
Thomas, outlining how they had
moved an alternative budget, de-
feating challenges over legality. Due
to his clear anti-cuts stance, Keith
was overwhelmingly re-elected in
May.

There were also cheers for Nana
Asante who was in the audience, the
former Labour mayor of Harrow,
now standing as a TUSC candidate
in the general election.

Tony Mulhearn, one of the Liver-
pool socialist ‘47 group’ of council-
lors who defied Tory Thatcher’s cuts
in the 1980s, has been selected to
stand in Liverpool Riverside.

Fractured elections
In the general election policy de-
bate, Hannah Sell, speaking for the
Socialist Party, said that this was a
historic conference, at a time when
we are seeing the fracturing of poli-
tics in Britain.
The Labour Party in govern-
ment could go the way

no-cuts budget - with Could of Pasok in Greece
the involvement of you be (which received
local people rather an anti-cuts under 5% of Fhe
than imposed . . o Greek election
from above. candidate in 20157 vote). Ukip and

Fellow Leices- Find out more at www. others from the
ter councillor tusc.org.uk, where right could step
Wayne  Naylor you can also order into the vacuum

pointed out that
in Leicester the
imposition of a city
mayor obliterated de-
mocracy. He said that
leaving Labour had been a big
step, but it was the best thing he has
ever done.

Suspended from his Labour
group, Warrington Labour council-
lor Kevin Bennett said he had been

Election Appeal 2015

The Socialist Party is appealing
for £50,000 to help fund our can-
didates for the 2015 elections, as
part of the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition (TUSC).

Thanks to Laurence Maples
who has donated £10, Steve Wil-
liams £500, Ian Whitehouse £50,
Neil Adshead £10, Michael Marx
£5, Jon Dale £700, Clive Dunkley
£100, Matt Whale £50, Tessa War-
rington £300 and Alfie Lethbridge
£100.

You can donate on www.so-
cialistparty.org.uk/donate, phone
020 8988 8777 to make a card
payment, or post a cheque made
out to “Socialist Party” to PO Box
24697, London E11 1YD. Please
include a note to say your dona-
tion is for the “election appeal
2015"

campaigning
material

unless a national
working class anti-
austerity alternative
is built.
Hannah put the case for
a widespread stand: it means
we reach the threshold for more
media coverage, we reach more
people, but most importantly it’s
preparation for what’s coming after
the general election.

Charlie Kimber reported that 15
Socialist Workers’ Party members
will be standing in the general elec-
tion as part of TUSC. Nick Wrack
spoke from the Independent Social-
ist Network.

The conference debated the pro-
gramme of TUSC, with a number
of amendments, on fracking, TTIP,
the pension age and other issues.
This included debating the best de-
mands and slogans to use to unify
working class people, when the
capitalists and their media and po-
litical representatives try to divide
us.

Clive Heemskerk reported at the
end of the conference that 51 par-
liamentary candidates had already
been agreed and there are indica-
tions of around 600 council candi-
dates, with a target of 1,000.

Already, he said, this is an im-
pressive list with more working
class and trade union candidates
than any of the main parties will
achieve.




10 COMMENT/REVIEW

join the socialists - www.socialistparty.org.uk

29 January - 4 February 2015 the Socialist

‘Defenders of democracy’
mourn despot’s death

Simon Carter

On 11 January Barack Obama and
David Cameron, together with
40 other world leaders, marched
arm-in-arm through Paris after the
Charlie Hebdo events proclaiming
the values of free speech and other
democratic rights.

Two weeks later these same poli-
ticians jetted to Saudi Arabia and at-
tended the funeral of absolute mon-
arch King Abdullah and endorsed
the succession of his half-brother
Prince Salman to the throne.

The fact that this oil-rich state has
one of the worst human rights re-
cords of any country on the planet
clearly doesn’t register on Obama’s
and Cameron’s democratic radar.

So repressive is the Saudi regime
that political opponents, ‘non-be-
lievers, and hapless foreign work-
ers are routinely put to the sword or
subjected to long prison sentences.
And in the case of the recently jailed
liberal internet blogger Raif Badawi,
subjected to 1,000 lashes.

Butsuch repression is oflittle con-
cern to western leaders compared to
maintaining the Saudi regime given
its geopolitical importance. As well
as being a reliable large oil exporter
and buyer of western armaments,
the House of Saud is a useful coun-
terweight to the regional influence
of the Iranian regime.

Blind eye
That also means turning a blind
eye to the Saudi regime’s decades-

King Abdullah: not a ‘moderniser’
as claimed by some polticians and
media

long sponsorship of reactionary
Sunni jihadist groups which have
spawned the various branches
of al-Qa’ida and more recently
Islamic State.

Only recently when these same
groups turned their weapons on
the Saudi regime was there a shift
in strategy. Nonetheless, the Saudi
leaders used this potential threat to
their rule to further clamp down on

its domestic opponents and minor-
ity Shia population.

But while ostensibly countering
the region’s Sunni Jihadists, it has
allowed its home grown imams of
the Wahhabi sect of Islam to con-
tinue propagating a sectarian, ultra-
conservative political agenda.

However, the regime remains

Repression is of little
concern to western
leaders compared
to maintaining the
Saudi regime given
its geopolitical
Importance

fearful of being overthrown. Its vast
oil wealth has not prevented high
rates of unemployment among its
overwhelming young population.

And the sharp fall in world oil
prices could impact on the regime’s
ability to buy social peace. Saudi
rulers’ lavish, decadent western life-
styles also don't sit well beside the
pious Wahhabi zealots.

So Western governments fear that
the Saudi succession could open
up an irreconcilable chasm in the
country.

That is why Obama, Cameron, et
al, have all quickly signalled their
support for the new Saudi king - and
to hell with democracy!

Shapps’ lies
on housing

ory party chair Grant
Shapps claimed recently
that Britain’s council housing
waiting list had fallen. This was
because of the bedroom tax, he
claimed: “Rather than the tax-
payer paying for rooms to be
empty, they're paying for peo-
ple to live in these homes.”
An article in Private Eye says
yes, housing lists are down

over the past two years. But E
| ]

¢ two-thirds of the households

removed from the list came
from just a quarter of all coun-
cils that had slashed lists by
a half, changing their alloca-
tions policy to exclude certain

groups.

So the problems still exist
but many cash-strapped local
councils no longer even try to
resolve them!

Shapps’ boast of effective use
of resources is nonsense. The
amount of rent lost due to emp-
ty council houses rose 20% last
year to £130 million. And social
housing is left empty on aver-
age for five days longer than it
was two years ago, before the
unfair, unworkable bedroom
tax came in.

A socialist housing policy
based on high quality coun-
cil house building, effective
rent controls and nationalising
the banks to ease the cost and
availability of private housing
would solve the problem. The
harsh free market fantasies of
Shapps and Co. have failed.
Roger Shrives

Inept waste site renationalised

Mike Barker

Sellafield nuclear reprocessing site
is a poorly managed deposit for
tens of thousands of tonnes of dan-
gerous nuclear waste.

In 2008 a 17-year contract was
awarded to Nuclear Management
Partners (NMP) comprising URS
Corporation, British firm
Amec and energy com-
pany Areva to man-
age this waste.
These profit-ob-
sessed capital-
ists were mon-
umentally
incompetent
in overseeing
this lucrative

contract.

For years

union officials

raised concerns

about their mis-
management of Brit-
ain’s radioactive legacy.

Now the critical work undertaken at
Sellafield has finally been renation-
alised by the government.

No mainstream political party
normally talks about renationalis-
ing public services. Former Labour
MP Richard Caborn even gave ad-

4 text 0776 1818 206 t @Socialist_party

vice to the corporations forming
NMP and later became a non-ex-
ecutive board member for the firm.
This is yet another example of the
failure of privatisation.

No trust

The bosses running the three cor-
porations in NMP are not the type
of people that we would
entrust our library
books to, let alone
nuclear waste.
One influential
board member
of URS Corpo-
ration Joseph
W. Ralston,
was vice chair
of the US
Government’s
Joint Chiefs
of Staff (1996-
2000) and is now
a director of global
war-profiteer Lockheed

Martin.

Help us fight to renationalise vi-
tal utilities and public services, and
work towards creating a socialist
society where the future is con-
trolled by us the workers, not the
fat-cat profiteers who are destroy-
ing our lives.

Subscribe now!
socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe

020 8988 8777

f /CWIiSocialistParty

Book review

Unison bureaucracy unmasked

Maurice Sheehan
Ex-staff member, Unison

I recently read Unison Bureaucracy
Unmasked: The Defend the Four
Story, a restrained account of a
shameful episode in the history of
Unison. Congratulations to Glenn
Kelly, Onay “Kaz” Kasab, Suzanne
Muna and Brian Debus (the four)
for successfully challenging the de-
cision to ban them from office for
periods of three to five years.

The four were banned for produc-
ing a leaflet that challenged, in good
faith, decisions made by the union’s
Standing Orders Committee (SOC)
to the 2007 Annual Delegate Con-
ference.

It is remarkable how some senior
Unison officers, with access to the
best labour lawyers and anti-racist
education programmes, could for-
mulate an allegation of “giving racist
offence” against the four. The four
used a cartoon of the famous ‘three
monkeys’ on the leaflet to depict the
SOC’s attitude towards controver-
sial conference motions.

On this allegation the Employ-
ment Tribunal (ET) stated: “it can-
not be said that any reasonable per-
son would or should have realised
that the cartoon would cause racial
offence, and that not to do so was

”m

somehow ‘careless”.

Costs

This case cost Unison far more than
the compensation awarded and
the legal costs. From 2007 to 2013,
members and activists in London

left the union in protest at the treat-
ment of the four. Precious resources
were diverted to place the three
branches that the four belonged
to into administration. The ET said
the decision to do this “was done in
a way to cause humiliation” to the
four.

The ET also awarded aggravated
damages against Unison for its
treatment of Glenn Kelly, which was
deemed “high-handed, malicious
and oppressive”

I am told that following the final

The four (I-r): Suzanﬁe Muna, Glenn K

elly, Brian Debus and Onay Kasab,
with Hugo Pierre (second from left) photo Paul Mattsson

resolution of the ET case the union
commissioned an internal report.
The finalised report remains con-
fidential. In the current climate of
austerity we need more union activ-
ists, notless. Let’s hope lessons were
learned and that everyone is treated
with dignity and respect when par-
ticipating in the union’s democratic
structures.

You can order Unison Bureaucracy
Unmasked from Left Books by
phoning 020 8988 8789 or online
at www.leftbooks.co.uk
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Government welfare cuts
No to sanctions!

Steffan Bateman

illions in the UK are suf-
fering the effects of un-
employment. For many
it’s a daily struggle with
a complicated bureaucracy, the ef-
fects of poverty and the countless
rejections from job applications.

One of the most cynical attacks on
the unemployed is the increasingly
harsh benefit sanctions regime,
forcing many into dire poverty by
taking away their only source of in-
come. This could be for a week, or
under 2012 Tory legislation, three
years!

Claimants have been sanctioned
for trivial reasons such as arriving
a few minutes late to a meeting, or
not applying for a job when waiting
to start a new job!

It is estimated that over one mil-
lion sanctions were given out to
those claiming Jobseeker’s Allow-
ance, and Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA) during 2013-14.
Under government pressure those
numbers are only going up. Hun-
dreds of thousands of sanctioned
claimants have been forced to turn
to charitable foodbanks in order to
survive.

Those who suffer from mental
illness and those kicked off ESA by
Work Capability Assessments are
the hardest hit by sanctions.

The way sanctions are used is
coming under widespread criticism.
Unite Community trade union has
offered a lead in opposing sanc-
tions, calling for a national day of
action on 19 March, around the slo-
gan “No Targets for Staff - No Sanc-
tions for Claimants” Socialists will
be supporting actions up and down
the country.

The failure of benefit sanctions
can even be seen by the companies
brought in by the government to
administer the system. The Employ-
ment Related Services Association,
which represents private profiteers
like G4S, A4E and Serco, has re-

In a letter to MPs, church
leaders point out that
the removal of living
expenses through
sanctions, excluding
housing benefit, for
three years equates to

a £11,000 loss, while the
largest fine for a criminal
offence which can be
imposed in a magistrate’s
court is £5,000

cently said: “For the vast majority
of jobseekers, sanctions are more
likely to hinder their journey into
employment.”

When criticism is even coming
from scandal-ridden businesses

that make millions out of public
services, you'd think that the main
parties would take notice. However,
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There are many shocking stories about the effects of sanctions and the
almost arbitrary way in which they are imposed by targets from central
government. One example is a dyslexic jobseeker interviewed on BBC
Radio 4. She had struggled to deal with lengthy and complicated forms
and received little practical support. She was sanctioned after failing
to meet her target of 48 “job seeking steps” by only completing 47 job

applications.

hated Department for Work and
Pensions secretary lain Duncan
Smith has continually defended
his massive increase in targets for
sanctions.

That doesn’t mean the supposed
opposition has been any better.
After the court of appeal ruled in
February 2013 that it was unlawful
to sanction those who refused to
work for free in workfare schemes,
the government had to put in a bill
to avoid paying compensation to
claimants unfairly sanctioned.

It was Ed Miliband who ordered
Labour MPs not to vote against. A
disgusting and hypocritical move
from a party that is meant to be tack-
ling the “cost of living crisis”.

But it’s not just spitefulness from
the Tories that has led them down
the road of harsh sanctions.

They have encouraged a cyni-
cal view of benefit claimants as
‘scroungers,; rather than victims of
capitalism, to justify cuts in govern-
ment welfare spending and to try
and divide the working class.

It is estimated that

over one million
sanctions where given
out to those claiming
Jobseeker's Allowance,
and Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA)
during 2013-14. Under
government pressure
those numbers are rising

Another reason for sanctions is to
use the fear of being unemployed
as a stick to beat workers into
accepting lower pay and worse
conditions.

To fight sanctions and attacks on
those in and out of work we need
organisations that stand up for the
working class and not the bosses,
unlike the establishment parties.
The capitalist system in its drive for
increased profit cannot solve un-
employment, or the other pressing
social problems. To solve these we
need system change.

uf

/0U CAN TAKE
MY ALLOWANCE
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photo Paul Mattsson

New attacks on poor households

A key element of the Tories’ general election programme is the immediate
introduction of a further cap on welfare payments to jobless households
and the ending of housing benefit for 18-21 year olds. This is despite the
poorest 10% of households suffering an average 4% fall in income since

the coalition came to power in 2010.

In contrast, Britain’s richest 100 people have seen their collective
wealth rise by £15 billion since 2008 and now have the same wealth as
30% of UK households (18 million people). The UK is the only G7 country
to record rising wealth inequality in 2000-14.

Tories and Labour refuse moratorium on fracking

This government cares more about
profits for energy companies than
it does about what happens to peo-
ple. They still plan to “go all out” for
fracking - the extraction of gas by
pumping high pressure water and
chemicals into shale rock. This is
despite evidence of health and envi-
ronmental dangers.

The Infrastructure Bill currently
going through parliament aims to
make it easier for energy companies
to drill under people’s homes with-
out their permission.

But with the general election
looming and under pressure from
anti-fracking campaigns, the gov-
ernment has made some small
concessions - for example fracking
would not take place in national
parks, areas of outstanding natural
beauty and areas where water is col-
lected for domestic use.

However, Labour used this partial
U-turn as an excuse for not voting

for an amendment that would put
a moratorium on fracking until its
implications were further investi-
gated. In reality they have the same
big business interests at heart as the
Tories.

Yet the cross party parliamentary
Environmental Audit Committee
had proposed that fracking in the
UK should be suspended because
it would make it impossible to meet
carbon reduction targets.

The government argues that it is
‘cleaner’ than coal, but is prepared
to back massive investment in an
industry that causes climate change
rather than shifting to renewable
energy and environmentally sound
alternatives on the scale that is
needed.

Cameron wants a repeat of the
large expansion of fracking in the
US. Energy companies are lining up
to profit. The links the Tories have
with the industry were revealed by a

photo SP Manchester

leaked letter from George Osborne
to ministers telling them to make
“personal priorities” of intervening
to fast track fracking and to help the
“asks” of shale gas company Cuad-

rilla. This would include getting in-
volved in local planning and offer-
ing public land for drilling.

Yet again it proves that defending
the environment and getting rid of

the system that operates on the dic-
tats of profit are linked. A socialist
solution is needed, and an alterna-
tive to the big business parties.
Steve Score
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END THE HOUSING CRISIS

oCap rents, not benefits

oA mass programme of
council house building

Nancy Taaffe
TUSC prospective parliamentary
candidate for Walthamstow

ousing. A basic human

need, one of the require-

ments for human life.

Yet in London tonight,
over 6,000 will sleep rough. More
than 60,000 children will be in tem-
porary accommodation. And the
housing waiting list stands at in ex-
cess of 250,000 households.

Years of sell-offs, under-
investment and welfare cuts
have created a perfect storm,
particularly for young people. We
need to direct this storm to the
door of the establishment which
created the problem.

In the Labour years, the model
used for housing was a form of ‘Pri-
vate Finance Initiative’ (PFI). Lease
deals forged an alliance of build-
ing firms, housing associations and
public bodies such as schools, hos-
pitals and libraries.

Public land was given to profit-
making private interests in ex-
change for being allowed to rent
back a slice of public space. It’s pri-
vatisation by another name.

As well as causing well-docu-
mented spiralling costs, it stoked
the fire of housing need. PFI further
reduced housing stock already gut-
ted by Thatcher’s laws giving coun-
cil tenants the “right to buy” their
homes.

For 30 years, the Tories and New
Labour told us that cheap credit

would ensure the next generation
ahome.

In London, the average age that
someone can buy their first house

In reality, it’s all been engineered
to stuff the bank accounts of all the
main parties’ rich mates. The inter-

point in case.

Every March, fat-cat property
speculators booze and schmooze
local authorities at a resort in
France. Council leaders get a luxury
holiday on us; international land-
lords get to snap up our London
flats for ‘redevelopment!

The Socialist Party has always
argued that the private housing
model was a crime against the next
generation. Many of the casualties
of this crime will march on Saturday
31 January against London’s
housing crisis.

The march has been co-
organised by the Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC - see
page9).

TUSC is aiming to stand 100 MP
candidates this May against all
cuts and privatisation. We are the
only group calling for genuine rent
controls, an end to housing sell-
offs and a massive programme of
council house building.

We are socialists and trade union-
ists who never bought into the lies
of privatisation or austerity. And as
Greece and Spain show, millions of
workers across Europe agree with
the ideas we put forward.

Join us!

€ Rent control now!
Democratic rent
councils to decide fair
is 52! levels in each area

@ Stop council house sell-
national property fair “Mipim” is a offs

@ Councils should use
their compulsory
purchase powers
on long term empty
properties and use them
as council housing

€ A new mass workers'
party to fight for
affordable housing
for all. Stand working
class candidates in
May's general and local
elections to fight for
these policies

@ Nationalise the
banks and biggest
corporations. For a
democratic socialist
society that puts the
needs of the majority,
including decent,
affordable housing,
before the profits of the
tiny minority

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a
democratic society run for the needs of all and

not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut,
fighting in our day-to-day campaigning for every
possible improvement for working class people. The
organised working class has the potential power to
stop the cuts and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for
genuine socialism must be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee

for a Workers’ International (CWI), a socialist
international that organises in 45 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

® No to ALL cuts in jobs, pay, public services and
benefits. Defend our pensions.

® No to privatisation and the Private Finance
Initiative (PFI). Renationalise all privatised utilities and
services, with compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need.

® Fully fund all services and run them under
accountable, democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers and users.

® Free, publicly run, good quality education, available
to all at any age. Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to academies and
‘Free schools’!

® A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s

health needs - free at the point of use and under
democratic control. Kick out private contractors!

® Keep council housing publicly owned. For a
massive building programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally sustainable basis, to
provide good quality homes with low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

® Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage
to £10 an hour without exemptions as a step towards
a real living wage. For an annual increase in the
minimum wage linked to average earnings.

® All workers, including part-timers, temps, casual
and migrant workers to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness and holiday
rights from day one of employment.

® An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement
pension, as a step towards a living pension.

® Reject ‘Workfare'. For the right to decent benefits,
education, training, or a job, without compulsion.

® Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For fighting trade

Hall.

unions, democratically controlled by their members.
Fulltime union officials to be regularly elected and
receive no more than a worker’s wage. Support the
National Shop Stewards Network.

® A maximum 35-hour week with no loss of pay.
ENVIRONMENT

® Major research and investment into replacing
fossil fuels with renewable energy and into ending
the problems of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.

® Public ownership of the energy generating
industries. No to nuclear power. No to Trident.

® A democratically planned, low fare, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

® Oppose discrimination on the grounds of race,
sex, disability, sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

® Repeal all laws that trample over civil liberties. For
the right to protest! End police harassment.

® Defend abortion rights. For a woman'’s right to
choose when and whether to have children.

® For the right to asylum. No to racist immigration
laws.
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New Era tenants fought and won against their rogue landlord
photo Paul Mattsson

The London March for Homes

Saturday 31 January

Assemble 12pm at Shoreditch Church (for east London) or St Mary’s
Churchyard, Elephant and Castle (for south London), and march to City

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

® For a new mass workers’ party drawing together
workers, young people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-war campaigns,
to provide a fighting, political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

® Trade unions to disaffiliate from the Labour
Party now and aid the building of a new mass
workers’ party! Support the Trade Unionist and
Socialist Coalition as an important step towards
this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

® No to imperialist wars and occupations.

® Tax the super-rich! For a socialist government to
take into public ownership the top 150 companies
and the banking system that dominate the British
economy, and run them under democratic working
class control and management. Compensation to
be paid only on the basis of proven need.

® A democratic socialist plan of production based
on the interests of the overwhelming majority

of people, and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

® No to the bosses’ neoliberal European Union! For a
socialist Europe and a socialist world!
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