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Build a mass movement against austerity

“Austerity: Game over!” 
read the banner of the 
Socialist Party’s Greek 
sister organisation 

on one of the victory rallies for 
the ‘No’ campaign in the recent 
referendum.

The resounding 61.5% vote against accept-
ing the latest crummy ‘deal’ from the EU insti-
tutions was celebrated not just around Greece 
but by working class and young people around 
the world. Many will have felt that at last a ma-
jor blow was struck against the consensus of 
the capitalist elites. They want working class 
people to pay for the crisis of the bankers and 
the speculators. 

The Syriza government campaigned for a No 
vote and received a huge mandate to refuse to 
back down to the Troika’s threats. But further 
mass action in Greece will be necessary to se-
cure a lasting and decisive victory. 
See pages 2 and 3 for analysis of the Greek 
vote
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The 5 July Greek referen-
dum saw the working 
class give a powerful re-
ply to the attempts of the 
Troika/Institutions  (the 

European Central Bank, IMF and 
EU) to blackmail them into accept-
ing more austerity. 

A ‘Yes’ (to the demands of the 
Eurozone leaders) vote was cam-
paigned for by the Greek ruling 
class, the mass media, the EU insti-
tutions and the ruling classes inter-
nationally. 

Wide vote
Despite this, the referendum pro-
duced a tremendous 61.5% in fa-
vour of ‘No’ and only 38.5% Yes. All 
areas of Greece and the overwhelm-
ing majority of society voted No. 

According to pollsters 85% of 
youth voted No, 71% of workers in 
the private and public sector, 72% of 
the unemployed and 87.3% of Syriza 
voters. Important numbers of small 
business people and other ‘middle 
layers’ in society also voted No. 

Significantly, polls indicate that 
up to 86.9% of KKE (Greek Com-

munist Party) voters voted No. This 
was despite the sectarian position 
taken by the KKE leadership, which 
decided to abstain.

The propaganda campaign for a 
Yes vote by the Greek media was 
unprecedented. It was helped by 
mistakes made by the Greek gov-
ernment in the “negotiations” over 
recent weeks. For example, failure 
to implement capital controls ear-

lier contributed to the closure of 
Greek banks at the time of the ref-
erendum. 

The ruling class and the EU made 
full use of this in their attempt to 
terrify Greek workers and youth 
from voting No. But their actions 
were to no avail. 

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
was given an immensely power-
ful mandate by the scale of the No 
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Editorial comment by 
Xekinima (Greek sister party 
of the Socialist Party) on 6 
July 

On the one hand were lined up 
workers, the unemployed, the poor 
and the youth. On the other hand, 
the Greek ruling class and its mass 
media, together with Troika repre-
sentatives. 

The pro-Yes side went beyond all 
its former excesses of reactionary 
and lying propaganda, of scaremon-
gering, of blatant lies and cynicism. 
They provocatively broke every pre-
election media law - projecting their 
own positions without attempting 
to show any kind of objectivity. Rul-
ing classes around the world also 
joined the attempt to terrorise the 
Greek working class into voting Yes. 

But Greeks replied with an earth-
shattering message: we’re not afraid 
of you and we will not bow our 
heads! 

Hypocrisy
The No was an overwhelming vote 
against the Yes of assorted ‘experts’, 
economists and professors. It was 
also a vote against the Yes of the 
right wing, pro-establishment jour-
nalists. Some were filmed crying by 
Austrian TV cameras over the perils 
of finding ourselves outside the Eu-
rozone. 

But we have not seen any of these 
journalists cry for the livelihoods 
that have been lost in Greece over 
the last few years of deep austerity, 
for those working eight or ten hours 
a day and only getting paid for three 
or five of those hours, or for 
the pensioners who re-
ceive a paltry 300 or 400 
euros a month. 

The powerful No vote 
also echoed the views and 
hopes of millions of 
workers across 
Europe who 
gave strength to 
and received 
inspirat ion 
from the 

struggle of the Greek workers. Many 
of them are also resisting their own 
ruling classes. 

There were 250 demonstrations 
and rallies across Europe in solidar-
ity with the Greek workers in the 
three days around the referendum. 
There is simply no precedent in 
contemporary history for 
this. 

Once again it becomes 
absolutely clear that there 
exist two Europes. On 
the one hand, that of the 
rich, of the multination-
als and of EU institutions. 
On the other hand, that of 
the workers, of the unem-
ployed, of the poor and the 
youth! Our Europe is the 
latter.

The Greek working class 
No vote sends a very strong 
message of resistance 
across Europe and the 
whole world. It is linked to a process 
of radicalisation of working class 
and young people that has taken 
place recently, particularly in Spain, 
Ireland and even the USA. 

In this way it can push forward 
the struggles of workers interna-
tionally and can also assist the pro-
cess of building new left parties. 

Warning
The greatest support that Syriza 
ever received, before and since en-
tering government, was during the 
referendum. At last, it left the pan-
tomime “negotiations” in order to 
fight the Troika out in the open. 

But the Syriza government must 
also take note of the results. They 

made unacceptable conces-
sions to the Troika before the 
referendum. They agreed to 
cuts worth €8 billion (over 18 
months) in order to come to 
a compromise with the de-

termined enemies of the 
Greek people and 

the peoples of 
Europe. 

Only at the 
last minute, 
after mul-

tiple retreats, did Syriza 
realise that the real aim of 
the Troika/Institutions was 
to ridicule and humiliate Syriza 
and to cause the Greek govern-
ment’s fall. Only then did Tsipras 
turn to the Greek people and ask for 
support. 

Following the land-
slide No vote, the Greek 
government is faced with 
a stark choice. Will it re-
spond to the expectations 
of the Greek people? Or 
will it continue to have 
illusions in its so-called 
partners and the various 
Institutions? 

Will it stand by the 
clear No mandate of 
the Greek people, refus-
ing to retreat from its 
pre-election promises? 
Or will the Syriza gov-
ernment accept a new 

Memorandum and more austerity 
in the name of remaining within 
the Eurozone? 

The truth is that it is not possible 
within the confines of the capitalist 
system and the bosses’ Eurozone 
for Syriza to be consistent with 
its declarations and pre-election 

promises to the Greek people. The 
EU ‘partners’ will not suddenly 
change and become socially sensi-
tive to the plight of the Greek peo-
ple. 

Convening a national council of 
the main parties and sacking Varou-
fakis will not appease the Troika/In-
stitutions. 

Stand firm
With such actions the only thing 
that Tsipras can achieve is to send 
out negative, confusing messages 
and to disappoint many Greeks who 
campaigned hard for a No vote. 

They fought against the lenders 
and austerity - not in favour of the 
euro, as the ruling class and big sec-
tions of the Syriza leadership claim. 

If the Greek government attempts 
to come to a new agreement with 
the Troika on the basis of further 
concessions, it will have turned its 
back on the mighty No declaration 
of the Greek people. It has no right 
or mandate to take such action! 

Xekinima calls for Syriza to be consist-
ent with its pre-election anti-cuts pledg-
es, to break with austerity and to adopt 
a socialist programme. 
This includes refusal to pay the debt; 
controls on capital flows; for a state 
monopoly of foreign trade; the na-
tionalisation of the banks and the 
commanding heights of the economy 
under democratic workers’ control 
and management; reversal of auster-
ity; jobs for all, with a living wage, and 
free, quality healthcare, education 
and welfare.
Taking this stand will never be accept-
able to the Eurozone leaders. On this 
basis Syriza should take a clear-cut po-
sition of leaving the eurozone and link 
this to a socialist programme. 
Planning the economy for the needs 

of the people and not the profits of the 
capitalists - the socialist re-organisa-
tion of society - would see an end to 
economic crises, poverty, joblessness 
and forced emigration. 
To achieve this it is essential to build 
independent class politics, inside and 
outside of Syriza. Following the enor-
mous No rallies across Greece, con-
tinue, deepen and expand the active 
participation of the working class and 
young people in the struggle against 
the Troika and for a socialist alterna-
tive. This means the creation of popu-
lar assemblies and action committees 
of the rank-and-file in workplaces and 
communities. 
Appeal to workers and youth across Eu-
rope to fight austerity and for a socialist 
Europe. 

vote. However, the manner in which 
Tsipras has used this outcome so far 
can only cause great concern. The 
first measure taken by Tsipras was to 
ask the Greek president to convene 
a ‘national council’ of the leaders 
of the main political parties (except 
neo-fascist Golden Dawn), in the 
name of ‘national unity’. 

His second act was to ask Yanis 
Varoufakis, the finance minister, to 
step down from his position in order 
to appease the Troika lenders. These 
measures were not what the Greek 
masses mandated and expected 
from Tsipras and Syriza. 

Xekinima’s campaign
Xekinima (the Greek sister party of 
the Socialist Party) understood the 
historic significance of this referen-
dum and fought a tremendous bat-
tle in favour of No. 

They distributed 100,000 leaflets 
in just five days and sold 2,700 cop-
ies of a special newspaper produced 
for the referendum. They made doz-
ens of banners for the pro-No dem-
onstrations and ran a major social 
media campaign. 

Greece: MiGhty 
class-based ‘NO’ 
shakes bOsses’ eU

Xekinima 
distributed 
100,000 
leaflets in five 
days
photo XekinimaThe 

greatest 
support 
that Syriza 
ever 
received 
was 
during the 
referendum

The ruling 
class and 
the EU, 
attempted 
to terrify 
Greek 
workers 
from voting 
No

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 

to unite the working class and oppressed 

peoples against global capitalism and to 

fight for a socialist world.

www.socialistworld.net

Xekinima members march 
on a ‘No’ victory rally

200,000 marched for ‘No’ in 
Athens two days before the vote

Alexis Tsipras

London Socialist Party public meeting 
on Greece

OXI! No to austerity - socialist alternative needed!
Thursday 16 July, Cypriot Community Centre, 
Earlham Grove, N22 5HJ

7pm doors open for informal discussion and 
film showing of Greek worker and socialist 
speaking in London
7.30pm for main discussion
Speaker: Tony Saunois, secretary of the 
Committee for a Workers International
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 J Regarde Lagarde
Having screwed Greek workers 
into the dirt with austerity, it 
transpires that International 
Monetary Fund boss Christine 
Lagarde pays no taxes on her 
£300,000 annual salary. She 
also pays no tax on her £54,000 
allowance. Lagarde, helpfully, 
told impoverished Greek 
workers to pay their taxes!

 J Elderly cuts
Over one million elderly people 
struggling to cope at home on 
their own get no help from the 
national or local government 
because of funding cuts. Age 
UK charity estimates that this 
figure represents an increase of 
100,000 since last year.
This lack of care has led to a 
large increase in unplanned 
emergency admissions of 
patients aged over 65 into the 
NHS - adding to the pressures of 
a struggling health service.
Over the last decade spending 
on social care services for older 
people has plunged by nearly 
33% from £8.1 billion in 2005-
06 to £5.46 billion in 2014-15.
Community care services have 
been hardest hit with a massive 
25% cut (£560 million) since 
2010-11.

 J Holy shit
Bottled water can be expensive 
especially if its ‘holy water’ flown 
from Jordan and used in the 
christening of the latest royal 
sprog. How much this has cost 
is undisclosed. 
However, users of this ‘holy 
water’ should beware. The river 

Jordan is polluted by sewage 
and industrial effluent!

 J Over the limit
We’ve all done it - hit our credit 
card limit. But not everyone is a 
rich MP. According to a Freedom 
of Information act request, 19 
MPs had their official credit 
cards blocked for failing to show 
that their claimed expenses 
were valid. 
One of the MPs was none other 
than welfare (cuts) minister, Iain 
Duncan Smith. Apparently it was 
all a mistake. So now the Tory 
millionaire can resume getting 
into debt while heading the 
government department which 
harshly sanctions unemployed 
claimants’ benefits for often the 
most trivial of reasons.

 J Energy rip-off
The latest report by the 
Competitions and Markets 
Authority (CMA) has found, 
surprise, surprise, customers 
are being ripped off by the big 
six energy giants.
Examining energy prices 
between 2009 and 2013 the 
CMA found that householders 
were being fleeced £1.2 billion 
more a year for their energy, 
while small firms are forking out 
around £500 million too much 
a year. No wonder then that mil-
lions of people find themselves 
in ‘fuel poverty’.
As usual the banal conclusion of 
this report is ‘customers should 
shop around’ to get a better 
deal. Here’s an alternative, na-
tionalise these money-grubbing 
companies and lower prices!

Have you got news for the 
‘fishes’? Email: editors@

socialistparty.org.uk
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Osborne’s welfare axe:
 � Massively cut working tax credits to millions of 

families

 � Slash Employment and Support Allowance for sick 
and disabled people

 � Freeze benefit rates for the next two years

 � Reduce the benefits cap by thousands of pounds a 
year 

 � Charge market rents to tenants in social housing 
earning above the average salary

 � End full housing benefit for low income households

 � Axe entirely the limited housing benefit to 
unemployed 18 to 21-year olds

The Tories intend to slash Employ-
ment and Support Allowance (ESA) 
by almost £30 a week. ESA, which 
replaced incapacity benefit in 2008, 
is paid to disabled people or those 
too ill to work who have extra needs. 

ESA claimants in the Work Relat-
ed Activity Group (Wrag) currently 
get £28.75 a week more than Job-
seeker’s Allowance (JSA). The gov-
ernment will reduce this to just 50p 
a week more.

To qualify for ESA, claimants 
must go through a work assessment 
interview, previously carried out by 
the disgraced Atos company. There 
can be three outcomes: You could 
be found fit for work and told to 
claim JSA. You could be found to 
have limited capability for work and 
put in Wrag. Or you could be put in 
the support group.

Thousands either denied benefit 
or put in the wrong group have 
had their decisions overturned on 
appeal. 

However, you can’t claim benefit 
while the Mandatory Reconsidera-
tion is being made, so claimants are 
driven into absolute poverty, forced 
to go to charities just to get vouchers 
for food. 

Additionally, someone on ESA or 
JSA can also receive housing bene-
fit. However, if it is stopped, housing 
benefit also stops, with the threat of 
homelessness. 

The Department for Work and 
Pensions advice is to claim JSA in 
the meantime. However, to claim 
JSA means that the claimant is ad-
mitting that they are looking for and 
capable of work - and therefore in-
eligible for ESA!

ESA under the cosh

The Tory government intends to 
slash housing benefit (HB) for 
low income households. And be-
cause rent controls have long been 
abolished, it will mean a substantial 
cut in people’s living standards, al-
ready struggling to pay household 
bills. It will also increase evictions 
and homelessness for tenants un-
able to pay their rent.

This vicious measure will destroy 
people’s lives. It was drawn up by 
millionaire welfare minister Iain 
Duncan Smith - who lives rent 
free in a country mansion and 
claims thousands of pounds in 
expenses. IDS had also intro-
duced the hated ‘bedroom tax’ 
and slashed council tax benefit to 
millions of people.

The Tories, while beating up on 
the poor, keep quiet about the real 
beneficiaries of housing benefit - 
private landlords. The overall HB 
bill has doubled over the last 20 
years but the number of claimants 
has remained fairly constant indi-
cating that it’s private landlords, by 
charging excessive rents, who have 
grown rich on this benefit. 

One in four private sector ten-
ants in England have to claim 
HB - a rise of 90% in the last six 
years. Private landlords scoop 
a whopping £9.3 billion in HB, 
38% of the total. In addition 
they get huge tax breaks and 
grants amounting to a stagger-

ing £27 bil-
lion a year 

in public 
subsidies 

- the equivalent of £1,000 for every 
household.

If this money was instead in-
vested in social housing then the 
acute shortage of affordable hous-
ing could easily be solved. But with 
this mob in power it’s clear that the 
interests of private landlords comes 
first and those of low-income ten-
ants last.

Low 
income 
tenants 
face rent 
hikes

‘Housing 
subsidy’ 

hypocrisy 
Osborne also intends 
to make social hous-
ing tenants earning 
£30,000 a year 
(£40,000 in Lon-
don) to pay mar-
ket rates for their 
rent. The ‘welfare 
butcher’ argues 
that he is sim-
ply “ending the 

housing subsidy” 
paid to better off workers. 

Hypocritically, Osborne fails to 
mention the massive public subsi-
dy paid to private landlords, or the 
subsidy for further privatisation of 
council housing under the ‘help to 
buy’ (ie ‘buy to let’) scheme. He is 
also tight-lipped about MPs claim-
ing up to £28,000 a year housing 
allowance. 

The extra rent generated by 
this ‘housing tax’ won’t, however, 
be invested in new social housing 
but instead will go directly to the 
Treasury to reduce the government 
deficit - caused by bailing out failed 
banks and the capitalist system.

News4 9-15 July 2015theSocialist

Tory budget cutsTory budget cuts

Ian Hodson 
National President Bakers’, Food 
& Allied Workers Union (BFAWU) 
“David Cameron claims that he 
wants a high wage, low tax econo-
my. If that’s the case, he has a funny 
way of showing it. Over the last five 
years, he has overseen exploitation 
and a devaluing of labour on an 
industrial scale, the likes of which 
haven’t been seen since Victorian 
times. 

Don’t just take my word for it; 
look at the jobs websites for proof. 
Zero-hour contracts, workfare, part-
time roles, temporary contracts and 
apprenticeships offering full-time 
responsibilities and duties for as lit-
tle as £2.60 an hour. 

If this wasn’t enough, Cameron’s 
government wants to further punish 

those on poverty wages by cutting 
the benefits that they have to claim 
as a result of the poor pay they re-
ceive. This is all hammered home 
by the sneering Work and Pensions 
sociopath, Iain Duncan Smith; a 
man who has already contributed to 
a number of people being driven to 
commit suicide.

The BFAWU believes that workers 
shouldn’t have to rely on benefits. 
They should be able to plan their 
lives without constant form filling, in 
order to prove that they are living in 
poverty. Cameron could make good 
on his constant spin by announcing 
the move from a minimum wage, to 
a living wage of at least £10 an hour. 

This would remove the need for 
people to claim in-work benefits, 
give the economy a good shot in the 

arm and show him making good on 
his up to now laughable claims that 
the Conservatives are ‘the party of 
working people’.”

Stop hammering low-paid 
- £10 an hour now!

72% of working 
families who face 
cuts to their tax 
credits earn less 
than £20,000 a 
year. Only 7% 
have incomes over 
£30,000 a year. 

Like Socialist 
Party  on 
Facebook 

Follow us 
on Twitter 

@Socialist_Party

Ian Hodson

Terrorism and 
classroom spying

In Hull, the police made 
a point of interviewing 
the young students who 
organised an anti-austerity 
protest on 20 June

Mike Whale

The Tunisian massacre of tourists 
has led, unfortunately, to a knee-
jerk reaction from the Tory govern-
ment to try and stop ‘the radicalisa-
tion of young Muslims’. 

Already, under the Counter 
Terrorism and Security Act 2015, 
the Tories have decided that every 
teacher has to report on anything 
that might suggest “radicalisation” 
of the students they teach. Teachers 
are, in effect, being asked to spy 
on their students. Not to report a 
suspicion is potentially a criminal 
offence.

No teacher supports the divisive 
anti-working class policies of Is-
lamic State or any related group or 
individual, but we will resist what 
is a counterproductive government 
policy. 

Irrespective of this legislation, 
teachers have a responsibility to 
safeguard their students. This in-
cludes picking up signs of abuse. 
One of the most important ways of 
doing this is through building rela-
tionships of trust. 

However, students won’t feel 
comfortable talking to a teacher 
about an issue if they feel that their 
conversation will be reported to the 

police or security services.
The Tories are also promoting so-

called “British” values of “democ-
racy”, “reasonableness” and “fair 
play” as part of the schools’ curricu-
lum. But for a significant number of 
young people, life in Tory Britain is 
anything but fair and reasonable!

Students and teachers have to feel 
confident in expressing their views. 
If they feel that a challenge to some-
thing “British” might be interpreted 

as support for Islamic fundamen-
talism, they will keep quiet. This is 
likely to lead to more young people 
actively looking for ‘radical’ solu-
tions, including the false ideology of 
Islamic State and the far-right. 

Also, as the majority of Muslims 
are of African, Asian or of Middle 
Eastern origin, teachers will have to 
view black and Asian students dif-
ferently from white pupils. In effect, 
this is a racist policy. 

The new law is presented as a 
measure to stop Islamic extremism 
and the far right. But, in Hull, the 
police made a point of interviewing 
the young students who organised 
an anti-austerity protest on 20 June. 
They found out which college they 
attended and without a formal ap-
pointment turned up to investigate 
the students’ intentions. 

Will teachers be expected to re-
port young people who go on the 
Youth Fight for Jobs budget protests 
on 8 July? Is the next step for pupils 
to report on their teachers for hold-
ing radical views?

This is a dangerous piece of leg-
islation which the teacher unions 
must fight.

Join the fightback!   Join the Socialists!
              www.socialistparty.org.uk                  020 8988 8777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

Teachers are, in effect, being asked to spy on their students. 
Not to report a suspicion is potentially a criminal offence
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[News in brief]

Philip Stott
Socialist Party Scotland

After more than three months of all-
out action, 117 hospital porters in 
Dundee have beaten the bosses.

Strikers won a higher pay grade, 
14 new permanent jobs, and cash 
for lost income and holiday during 
the stoppage. The victory also ex-
poses the failed ‘partnership model’ 
- union leaders effectively acting as 
deputies to management.

The members of general union 
Unite had been stuck at bottom-
rung pay band one for over a decade. 
Bosses at NHS Tayside ignored mul-
tiple findings they should be in band 
two. So porters at the Ninewells and 
Royal Victoria hospitals took four 
months of industrial action, includ-
ing 13 weeks of indefinite strike. 

Gains
Workers secured regrading and im-
mediate pay rises of 6-7%. The ma-
jority will also see year-on-year rises 
as they work their way to the top of 
band two. Unite says this will mean 
an overall 20% raise by 2018. The un-
ion also won £1,800 cash payments 
for every striker.

Finally, 14 porters on six-month 
contracts have been made perma-
nent. In spite of their contracts end-
ing in early May, 13 of the temps he-
roically joined the action and struck 
solidly throughout.

Their victory is one for resolute, 
militant trade unionism. NHS Tay-

Transport workers on London 
Underground were preparing 
to shut down the capital on 8 

and 9 July. Members of all tube un-
ions - RMT, Aslef, TSSA and Unite - 
will strike together for the first time 
in years. Bosses want to railroad 
through 24-hour weekend service, 
pay cuts and shift changes.

As we go to press, unions have 
rejected a new offer from manage-
ment. The latest proposals resolve 
none of the disagreements. They 
also try to play off different grades 
of the workforce against each other 
with higher one-off bonuses.

Buy the next Socialist for reports 
from picket lines and the latest de-
velopments.

Below is an edited statement from 
the RMT, which represents staff 
from every line of work on London 
Underground.

On 9 July, the underground will be at 
a standstill. Workers on First Great 
Western railway will strike on the 
same day in a dispute over jobs and 
safety.

The tube strike is in response to 
£4.2 billion of cuts imposed by the 
government and mayor of London. 
We are opposing London Under-

ground demands that we accept 
additional work at nights and week-
ends without negotiation, or face a 
two-year pay freeze.

London Underground is ignoring 
pre-existing agreements with the 
unions - and conducting sham talks, 
which it refuses to even call negotia-
tions.

We do not oppose night running. 
But we insist enough staff are em-
ployed so that the extra burden does 
not fall on those already working 
unsociable hours. For example, the 
proposed roster for South Kensing-
ton station only gives staff one long 
weekend off every 27 weeks.

Kevin Parslow
Secretary, Unite Waltham Forest 
LE/1228 (personal capacity)

As we go to press, members of gener-
al union Unite are discussing major 
political changes at our four-yearly 
rules conference. Although the un-
ion’s leadership has headed off calls 
to leave Labour, it was pressured to 
promise a new conference if the situ-
ation changes.

The union’s leading body, the ex-
ecutive council, tried to avoid votes 
on a number of anti-Labour motions. 
To do this it produced what many 
members will see as a bland holding 
statement. This delays deciding on 
Labour affiliation until after the races 
for the party’s London mayoral can-
didate, and its national and Scottish 
leaders, conclude.

A number of Socialist Party mem-
bers took part in the debate to speak 
against the statement. But left-wing-
er Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership stand 
helped the executive convince con-
ference to give Labour one more 
chance.

The statement passed. However, 

the leadership was not immune to 
growing pressure to leave Labour 
and build a new mass workers’ party. 
This May, 196 Unite members stood 
in the elections for the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), 
which includes the Socialist Party.

Special conference
General secretary Len McCluskey 
promised the executive could call a 
special conference following Labour 
leadership elections. This alone 
would justify TUSC’s stand.

Len did not give any specific cri-
teria for this to happen. But Social-
ist Party members, along with many 
others in Unite, will be pushing for 
a recall conference should Jeremy 
lose.

Even many of those who voted in 
favour of the statement are ques-
tioning the Labour link. 30 attended 
a TUSC fringe meeting, including 
strikers from south London’s Brom-
ley council. Their branch secretary, 
Kathy Smith, addressed the meeting.

Increased sales of the Socialist at 
this year’s conference also reflect 
growing interest in the Socialist Par-
ty’s ideas.

RMT members on the under-
ground already work seven-day, 24-
hour shift patterns. All we are asking 
for is a fair pay increase that recog-
nises the record number of passen-
gers and massive productivity gains 
we’ve already delivered.

Management’s originally pro-
posed two-year ‘pay rise’ was below 
RPI inflation: in real terms, a pay cut. 
Its 0.75% offer would have meant 
only £225 a year for the lowest paid 
- £450 for the highest. Compare this 
to the £7,000 accepted by MPs.

Safety
We have a separate but associated 
dispute over station staffing. Man-
agement is cutting 850 jobs, leaving 
many stations dangerously under-
staffed.

London Underground is lying 
to the public, claiming there will 
be more staff in ticket halls. This is 
plainly untrue. Ticket office work-
ers are not coming out from behind 
glass. The jobs in ticket offices have 
been cut, and passengers will have 
to rely on self-service machines.

Many stations will have staffing 
halved. In reality, many will be left 
unstaffed. There will not be enough 
to cover training, annual leave and 
sickness.

Safety will be an issue. Already as-
saults on workers are up 44%. With 
less staff there will be a reduced 
service of care for disabled passen-
gers. Unstaffed stations will mean 
many women will feel unsafe at 
night; already sexual assaults have 
increased.

Our members will be expected to 
work anywhere on a line. With just 
24 hours’ notice, we could be told 
our duty has moved - and we will 
need to leave for work at 2 or 3am. 
This will make it impossible to plan 
a life outside work. Staff are call-
ing management’s plans a “Martini 
workforce”: anytime, anyplace, any-
where!

Management wants to take staff 
from one under-staffed station to 
plug gaps in another, rather than 
simply employ enough in each area.

Train maintenance workers are 
also striking in protest at manage-
ment’s refusal to increase numbers 
on duty. Less maintenance time due 
to night running can potentially in-
crease breakdowns and accidents.

All four unions are united. Our 
members voted overwhelmingly for 
strike action. Over 90% voted yes, on 
turnouts of over 50%. This is mark-
edly better than the Tory govern-
ment’s 24% share of eligible voters.

side’s chief executive exclaimed that 
Unite was “acting contrary to what 
we would consider to be the normal 
actions of a reasonable trade un-
ion.” By this she meant fighting for 
members’ interests, instead of stick-
ing cosily to so-called partnership 
working.

The strike had a major impact on 
other hospital unions whose right-
wing leaders back partnership. A 
Scottish official for public sector un-
ion Unison wrote to local branches 
at the start of the action, urging 
them to “think twice before support-
ing the strike”.

However, this criminal advice 
was ignored by the majority of Uni-
son members, who gave the porters 
100% backing. Many bureaucrats 
were openly hoping for the defeat of 
a strike that threatened their modus 
operandi: avoid industrial action at 
all costs.

‘New normal’
The strike has forged a ‘new normal’ 
for how unions should defend work-
ers in the NHS.

Management’s response was not 
to negotiate, but to try and tough it 
out with ‘volunteers’. Senior man-
agers, often band seven and above, 
tried to cover portering.

But it was clear from early on this 
was not a viable strategy when faced 
with a prolonged all-out strike. 
Regular reports emerged from 
Ninewells - including photographs 
of refuse piling up, and non-emer-
gency procedures being cancelled - 

which exposed the major impact of 
the strike.

The strike took place in the run-up 
to Westminster elections, so pickets 
could test the mettle of compet-
ing parties. Political support came 
overwhelmingly from Socialist Party 
Scotland and other supporters of 
the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC). Most porters duly 
voted TUSC.

TUSC
Senior shop steward Ronnie Heeney 
said: “Not one Labour, SNP or any 
other candidate - apart from TUSC - 
have taken the time and effort to vis-
it our picket lines. Why would I sup-
port someone who can’t show any 
support for me? My X went proudly 
in the TUSC box.”

Stewards also described the sup-
port of Socialist Party Scotland 
members as an “inspiration” to 
them, which is humbling. We would 
say the porters have been an inspi-
ration to socialists and working class 
people in Dundee and beyond.

Graham Nelson, another senior 
steward, said: “If 117 men and wom-
en in Dundee can have the impact 
we have had, imagine what could 
be achieved if the entire trade union 
movement took action together, in a 
coordinated campaign of industrial 
action - a general strike - against 
austerity.”

 � This is an edited  
version of the full report at  
socialistpartyscotland.org.uk

Hospital porters mop up 
in NHS pay battle triumphtube union: why we’re striking

Unite rules conference

Britain’s biggest union could  
reconsider funding Labour  
after leadership elections

 J Bakery bully
Workers for Gunstones Bakery 
in North Lincolnshire, organised 
by bakers’ union BFAWU, plan 
to strike again on 16 and 17 
July. Bullying boss Ranjit Singh 
Boparan wants staff to accept a 
pay cut or attacks on terms and 
conditions.

 J Council sell-off
Council workers in Bromley, 
south London, staged their 
fourth wave of strikes against 
90% privatisation on 7 and 8 
July. General union Unite was 
joined by public service union 
Unison for the first time in the 
dispute.
As we go to press, members are 
due to join striking workers from 
north London’s Barnet council in 
Parliament Square. The demon-
stration will take place on Tory 
Chancellor George Osborne’s 
budget day.
Roger Shrives

 J Hospital cleaners
Cleaners at Epsom and St Helier 
hospitals in Surrey are balloting 
to strike over pay. The workers, 
outsourced to Mitie, demonstrat-
ed on 30 June.

Kieron Merrett, regional organ-
iser for general union GMB, 
spoke to the Socialist. “They are 
paid close to the minimum wage, 
whereas others in exactly the 
same jobs are earning the NHS 
nationally agreed rates. What we 
are asking for is equality.”
Paul Couchman

 J Probation problem
Probation workers organised by 
Unison will walk out for two hours 
on 14 July in an ongoing dispute 
over pay. The stoppage from 8 
to 10am comes after previous 
action planned for 11 June was 
suspended to allow talks.

 J National Gallery
Workers at London’s National 
Gallery have now taken 45 days 
of strike action. Members of pub-
lic service union PCS are fighting 
guest services being sold to a 
private company.

The strike 
has forged 
a ‘new 
normal’ for 
how unions 
should 
defend 
workers in 
the NHS

photo Socialist Party Scotland

photo P Couchman

photo Iain Dalton

photo CGPGrey.com/
Creative Commons

Firefighters and supporters demonstrated in Easingwold, Yorkshire on 24 June 
against £1.3 million cuts. The Fire Brigades Union is opposing proposed ‘mixed 

crewing’. Instead of running fire engines with a full-time crew, bosses want to reduce 
crew sizes further to three plus one part-timer.

In rural Yorkshire there are big distances between full-time stations and small-town, 
part-time stations. This, alongside other proposals, will lead to much longer response 
times.

One firefighter commented: “In smaller fire brigades like North Yorkshire there’s no 
fat to cut. Services are over-stretched now. Unfortunately, someone may have to die 
before those at the top see that.”
Iain Dalton

Workplace Workplace
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Dave Gorton
Unite LE/372 branch

As the standing ovation for 
sacked Greek Vodafone 
worker, Harris Sedaris, 
died away, the audience at 
the ninth annual National 

Shop Stewards Network (NSSN) con-
ference broke into an impromptu ren-
dition of traditional socialist song ‘the 
International’. It was a fitting end to a 
day full of hope and confidence - one 
that laid the foundations for the next 
few months of crucial struggle.

This was the first NSSN conference 
since the Tories’ shock election vic-
tory and no delegate was in any doubt 
as to the challenges we face. But they 
also recognised there is no time for 
mourning. 

Activists spoke of the necessity of 
moving swiftly into action and dis-
played a confidence that a govern-
ment supported by just 24% of the 
population could be defeated if the 
unions adopted a bold, radical and 
fighting agenda.

The morning session - Stop the 
Tory Union-Busters - was addressed 
by five union general secretaries or 
presidents, as well as leading activists 
from the floor. The common thread 
between almost all speakers was that 
the left trade unions - those affiliated 
to the NSSN - have to make the run-
ning in the coming months. 

Matt Wrack, general secretary of 
firefighters’ union FBU (the NSSN’s 
newest affiliate), said: “Imagine if 
the TUC leaders began to go out city 
by city and town by town making the 
case against austerity and the case for 
organising and then called for a gen-
eral strike – then I think that could re-
ceive a huge echo.”

Thanks
Civil servants union PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka paid trib-
ute to the NSSN for being first on the 
scene whenever there is a dispute. 
The NSSN’s ability to mobilise was 
echoed by other speakers involved in 
disputes. Candy Udwin, sacked PCS 
National Gallery activist thanked the 
NSSN for its consistant support.

Mick Joyce from the Kone dispute 
in the north east said they would have 
lost if they’d been left to stand alone, 
but thanks to the Socialist Party “we 
beat them”. Mick recently joined the 
Socialist Party.

Mark was adamant “we could stop 
austerity in its tracks” if the TUC unit-
ed against our class enemies. It was 
a message echoed by the bakers’ un-
ion’s Ronnie Draper, the RMT’s Peter 
Pinkney and the prison officers’ Steve 
Gillan. Ronnie went back to the tre-
mendous Hovis dispute in 2013 that 
achieved victory supported by the 

NSSN conference 2015

“We could Stop auSterity in itS trackS”

NSSN and others. 
Martin Powell-Davies, NUT na-

tional executive member, detailed 
the action taken this year by teach-
ers, school students and community 
activists which has seen the attempts 
to convert five Lewisham schools to 
academies all fail. 

Conference gave a rousing wel-
come to Marie and Christine from the 
Glasgow homelessness workers’ dis-
pute who reported on the Labour city 
council’s attempts to organise a scab 
workforce to break their 15 week dis-
pute. They brought news of the suc-
cess of the Dundee hospital porters’ 
strike, and the determination it had 
given them: “We’re not going back 
until we get what we came out for.”

The author of ‘Blacklisted - The Se-
cret War between Big Business and 
Union Activists’, Dave Smith, was well 
received by conference as he was able 
to give a very serious subject the at-
tention it deserved while making 
everyone laugh. 18 copies of the book 
were sold during the day.

Tube strike
The loudest response of the morn-
ing was reserved for the RMT’s Jared 
Wood, speaking from the floor on 
the London Underground strikes 
planned for 8 and 9 July - a historic 
dispute with all four tube unions in-
volved in closing down the complete 
network. 

There are also other strikes (for 
example in Bromley council and the 

National Gallery) being coordinated 
on 8 July – the day Osborne announces 
his latest austerity budget - showing 
what could be possible if the TUC 
grasped the historic role it should be 
playing.

Newly elected Unite national exec-
utive member, Suzanne Muna, asked 
what we would do if the TUC fails to 
act. She was in no doubt that the left 
unions needed to be bold and, if nec-
essary, go it alone. 

Next steps
This was reflected in the statement 
carried unanimously which called 
for the left unions, if the TUC refuses, 
to organise a mass demonstration in 
London on the day the Trade Union 
Bill is debated in parliament.

The afternoon session on fight-
ing austerity featured some excellent 
reports including from Isai Priya of 
Tamil Solidarity, Helen Pattison of 
Youth Fight for Jobs and Oktay Sahbaz 
from the Turkish and Kurdish com-
munity organisation Day-Mer.

The NSSN has demonstrated for a 
number of years that it is a key compo-
nent in the workers’ movement. It has 
supporters who hold key positions in 
many unions and who consistently 
call for support for all workers’ strug-
gles and for coordinated action. 

This conference saw the NSSN 
beginning to take the next steps - 
putting itself centre stage and taking 
the movement forward whether or 
not the official bodies fail to respond. 

Tessa Warrington

A highlight of the conference was 
hearing from sacked Greek worker 
Harris Sideris, a member of Xe-
kinima (sister party of the Socialist 
Party in Greece). 

He said he did not want to talk 
about the difficulties facing Greek 
workers, but rather their determi-
nation. Up until recently an em-
ployee of Vodafone, Harris was 
dismissed on 2 June along with fel-
low organiser Vicky, for their activ-
ities trying to gain union recogni-
tion for call centre staff in Athens.

The Vodafone bosses have been 
trying to divide workers, splitting 
them along the lines of perma-
nent, contracted and outsourced 
staff. They imposed unattainable 
personal targets and placed un-
der-25s on lower wages of a shock-
ing €490 a month (less than £350).

In February Harris and others 
began signing their colleagues up 
to the National Union of Voda-
fone Workers. Despite this being 
deemed illegal, their success led to 
the setting up of workplace com-
mittees. 

After being sacked on spuri-
ous grounds, public meetings of 

almost 200 workers voted to take 
strike action over the sackings, 
which they did twice. 

The union is now in legal discus-
sions with Vodafone, and Vicky 
and Harris expect to be taking their 
case to court in the near future.

International pressure
Harris welcomed the exposing of 
the Vodafone brand international-
ly, which has piled on the pressure 
back home in Greece. He made the 
point that the bosses are organised 
internationally so workers must 
be too, linking up struggles across 
Europe. 

On the looming referendum 
(speaking the day before it took 
place), Harris paraphrased the 
famous opening of the Commu-
nist Manifesto, saying “A spectre 
is haunting Europe, the spectre of 
‘No’! OXI!” 

He addressed the Troika, saying: 
“We are not just unwilling to pay 
back the debt, we want paying for 
the debt! They are not your banks, 
they are our banks, and we should 
take them back under workers’ 
control, that is to say, we should 
take our lives into our own hands.”

Rushing to catch his return flight 
to Greece in time to vote, I asked 

Harris what he would say to UK 
workers soon to be facing an EU 
referendum of their own. He said 
that the EU represents the inter-
nationalism of the bosses, of capi-
talism. It is no friend to European 
workers.

But the campaign for a ‘no’ vote 
must be drawn along clearly so-
cialist lines, of opposition to aus-
terity and control of the rich, for 
true internationalism of the Euro-
pean working class. 

Otherwise the debate is open to 
those on the right, like Ukip, whose 
only basis for leaving the EU is the 
financial gain of their own rich 
chums, while sowing division and 
racism between workers in Britain.
� Send solidarity messages to 
info@pasevodafone.gr

Sacked Greek worker brings 
solidarity

This [conference/meeting] notes: 
� The proposed new Tory anti-union laws would outlaw strikes if less than 
50% of members voted in a ballot with an even stricter threshold for work-
ers in ‘essential’ services
� The government’s strikebreaking plans, legalising the use of agency 
staff to do the jobs of striking workers

This [conference/meeting] believes:
� The unions leading the anti-cuts movement can defeat the Tory cuts and 
their anti-union laws
� If these laws come in unchallenged, it will be a green light for bosses to 
ride roughshod over workplace agreements and victimise union reps
� It is no accident these plans were announced six weeks before Os-
borne’s July budget. The Tories - elected by just 24% of the electorate - fully 
understand that the unions, with over six million members, can defeat 
another wave of vicious cuts, if they take decisive mass action

Therefore this [conference/meeting] resolves:
� To support the call of the National Shop Stewards Network (NSSN) for 
the TUC to organise a national demonstration in London when the Bill is 
debated in Parliament and prepare for mass strike action, including a 24-
hour general strike, especially if any union is threatened with legal action 
because of the laws 
� To support the call of the NSSN for an emergency TUC general council - 
a council of war - to organise a national campaign of public meetings and 
rallies on the theme of ‘strike together to fight the cuts and stop the union-
busters!’
� To support and initiate calls for public meetings and local demonstra-
tions to coordinate opposition to the Tory plans. We aim to bring together 
all those fighting austerity, especially young people who can be attracted to 
the fight for a £10 an hour minimum wage and against zero-hour contracts

Model motion to propose to your 
own organisation

The 
common 
thread was 
that the 
left trade 
unions have 
to make the 
running in 
the coming 
months

This 
conference 
saw the 
NSSN 
putting 
itself 
centre 
stage and 
taking the 
movement 
forward

A spectre 
is haunting 
Europe, the 
spectre of 
‘No’! OXI!

Conference expresses 
solidarity with Greek workers 
on the eve of the referendum

Harris Sideris

A section of the audience; 
Right: workers from Glasgow 
homelessness strike, Kone 
and Sotheby’s disputes
all photos Senan
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nhs feeswarningVote tUsCThe next government could bring in charges for NHS services. This was the warning made by Mark Porter, head of doc-tors’ organisation the BMA, because of the NHS’s £30 bil-lion deficit.
Despite party denials, a £10 charge for a GP appointment has been suggested. What next, charging for A&E visits? Working class people fought for and won the NHS. Getting health treatment when you need it, without worrying about paying huge medi-

cal bills, is seen as a mark of a civilised society. In a recent survey 85% agreed that the govern-ment should back a tax-funded NHS, free at the point of use, that provides comprehensive care to all citizens. 
Porter says governments should resist NHS charges. Even if they could balance the govern-ment’s books they would totally unbalance the books for workers and their families and de-ter many from getting treatment. High dental charges have already led to people attempting ‘DIY fillings’.

There is no economic case for any cuts or charges. The NHS ‘black hole’ is largely caused by the chaos of the Private Finance Initiative (PFI), which is a licence for big business to make money out of building hospitals at our expense.

All the mainstream parties in May’s general election say the NHS is safe in their hands but their top priority is to save the capitalist system and its profits. In 1979 prescription charges were only 20 pence, now they have reached £8.60 an item. Any charge will later be increased.
The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), standing in the elections, says a social-ist government would refuse to pay the £60 bil-lion bill for PFI. Hospitals are already allowed to use up to 49% of all beds for private patients. This only benefits the growing private health lobby. Kick these parasites out of the NHS!Austerity policies followed by the major par-ties make the NHS’s difficulties even worse. This includes cuts in local council services that help people coming out of hospital. TUSC is 

against all cuts in public services.
 � No to NHS charges - keep the NHS public and free at the point of use � Full funding for health care - no closures or cuts

 � Scrap PFI - don’t pay the debt � Ease the NHS crisis by reversing council cuts to social care � Private companies out of the NHS � Bring the profit-hungry drugs companies into public ownership

www.socialistparty.org.uk
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Mary Jackson
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 

parliamentary candidate, Doncaster North

The Tories plan to savagely 

cut £12 billion from welfare 

benefits. This brutal axe will 

fall on disabled people and 

carers, among many low-income 

and vulnerable households. 

How dare they! 

Carers save the country billions of pounds 

by giving often 24-hour care to severely disa-

bled people. And for this they get the princely 

sum of £63.35 a week! 

Taxing disability benefits will effectively re-

sult in means-testing claimants. 

They also plan to limit child benefit to two 

children. We’ve already got 3.5 million chil-

dren in the UK living in poverty - one million 

more than when the Tories and their Lib Dem 

allies came into office. How many more in 

poverty will satisfy them?

Further reducing the benefit cap will 

cause more severe hardship and family 

break-ups. In cities like London with rocket-

ing rents, the current cap is already forcing 

people out of their homes - effectively, class 

cleansing! 
The government’s bedroom tax has al-

ready driven people out of social housing. 

In Prime Minister Cameron’s ‘broken Brit-

ain’ a family loses their home every eleven 

minutes.
This has to stop! However, all the main-

stream political parties are set on continuing 

the failed policy of capitalist austerity. 

Rich get richer
But while low-income households are being 

hammered, the super-rich are laughing all the 

way to the bailed-out banks. 

Millionaire Tory Chancellor George Os-

borne says he’s ‘getting tough’ on mega-rich 

tax dodgers. But the rhetoric doesn’t match re-

ality. His ‘tough’ measures have hardly made a 

dent in the estimated £120 billion dodged in 

taxes each year, mainly by wealthy capitalists 

and giant corporations. 

Cameron claims the government’s cuts 

measures have got unemployment down and 

turned the economy around. But that is ignor-

ing the one million benefit claimants sanc-

tioned every year, the 900,000 on cheap labour 

‘workfare’ schemes and the huge rise in low-

paid ‘self-employment’.

But Miliband’s Labour is no alternative. He 

and shadow chancellor Ed Balls have made 

it clear that they’ll match the Tory cuts, but 

over a slightly longer timeframe. And let’s 

not forget, all Labour-run councils have ruth-

lessly implemented the Tories’ austerity pro-

gramme.
We need a strategy to rebuild Britain, to re-

cover the stolen taxes, to nationalise the banks 

under democratic workers’ control, to take 

back the privatised railways and utilities, for 

a massive house-building programme, and 

much more besides.
We need a democratic socialist society run 

in the interests of the vast majority people, 

not a super-rich elite protected by their politi-

cal establishment friends. A socialist planned 

economy would allow sustainable produc-

tion, full employment and fully funded public 

services to be planned to meet the needs of 

the 99%.

Brutal tory axe to fall on poor

No cuts to 
welfare!

The planned cuts will hit 
disabled people and their 
carers photo  Paul Mattsson

Save our schools! 
■ Teachers from around the 
country respond to attacks 
faced by schools, including 
the fight against academies 
and free schools > Pages 8&9

20 years since the ending of Labour’s Clause IV

> Page 7

How to fight the anti-union laws 
> Page 6
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Heather Rawling

The news that allegations 
of child sexual abuse 
committed by Lord Gre-
ville Janner are to be 
heard in court 

is to be welcomed. They 
should have been heard 
in a proper trial at least 25 
years ago when public ac-
cusations were first made. 
Now there is to be a ‘trial 
of the facts’, where victims 
of alleged abuse can give 
evidence. 

However, because the 
Director of Public Pros-
ecutions, Alison Saunders, 
decided that former La-
bour MP Lord Janner was 
not fit to stand trial due to 
dementia, he will not be 
required to attend to defend him-
self. There can be no guilty verdict 
made and no sentence.

Battle to be heard
Despite Janner’s dementia, he still 
visited the House of Lords on official 
business! Since his first diagnosis in 

Janner case: another example of 
establishment child abuse cover up 

2009, he voted 203 times, attended 
634 days and claimed £100,000 in 
expenses and allowances.

The victims and their supporters 
were determined to fight and have 
their voices heard. This undoubt-
edly had an effect on finally getting 

a trial of any kind.
Child sexual abuse 

takes place among all 
classes and cultures in the 
UK. The capitalist media 
and far right have em-
phasised the role of Asian 
men in the systematic 
rape and exploitation of 
girls in places like Rother-
ham and Luton. 

However they are less 
vitriolic about the sexual 
abuse carried out and 
systematically covered up 
in the most powerful sec-
tions of society – parlia-

ment, the judiciary, the police and 
other institutions. 

The death of Jimmy Savile and 
the glowing obituaries to the ‘char-
ity fund raiser’ prompted some of 
his victims to speak out, which un-
leashed a wave of revelations about 
him, other celebrities and people 
in positions of authority including 
MPs.

Savile was regarded as an ‘impor-

tant person’ close to Thatcher. He 
assisted the government with pri-
vatisation and attempts to break the 
unions (see the Socialist issue 819). 

A Tory Party activist, Anthony 
Gilberthorpe, also alleges that he 
helped procure young boys for sev-
eral cabinet ministers including 
former Tory Home Secretary Leon 
Brittan.

Thatcher and other members 
of her cabinet defended Brittan 
against rumours and accusations 
that he was a paedophile. During 
the miners’ strike he played a cru-
cial role in setting up the National 
Reporting Centre to collect intel-
ligence on miners and coordinate 
the national deployment of police to 
defeat them. 

Serious accusations of child abuse 
committed by the Home Secretary 
in Thatcher’s cabinet would have 
been toxic to the establishment.

Inquiry
Now, current Home Secretary The-
resa May is desperately trying to kick 
the revelations about cover-ups into 
long grass by launching an inde-
pendent inquiry. She wanted to put 
it in a safe pair of hands.

First Baroness Butler-Sloss, sister 
to Michael Havers Attorney General 
from 1979 until 1987, was appointed 
to lead it. 

Havers was alleged by Gil-
berthorpe to have attended parties 
where Savile had procured young 
boys. It was on his watch that a dos-
sier alleging a paedophile ring at 
Westminster including Leon Brit-
tan ‘disappeared’. Sloss was forced 
to go.

Her replacement, Dame Fiona 
Woolf, resigned following criticism 
over her establishment links, most 
notably in relation to Brittan.

A New Zealand high court judge, 
Justice Lowell Goddard, is the latest 
to be appointed, but does not have 
the confidence of the abuse victims 
who are not allowed to sit on the 
panel because of their ‘inability to 
be objective’.

On top of the establishment cover 
-ups, in recent years social services 
and the police have had their fund-
ing drastically cut due to austerity. 
Their ability to investigate and pro-
tect children from abuse has there-
fore been compromised.

Child sexual abuse has a mas-
sive impact on victims. It reveals in 
a horrific way, the extent to which 
the ruling capitalist class will go to 
protect and defend its privilege and 
power. 

The White Flowers Campaign, 
which includes survivors of 
abuse and campaigners, 
organised a meeting recently 
at the House of Commons with 
Michael Mansfield QC and 
others, to discuss various cover-
ups and their dissatisfaction 
with the independent inquiry into 
child sexual abuse.
Whistle blowers who have 
revealed attempts to cover 
up child sexual abuse also 
attended. Some have been 
blacklisted, making the 
campaign also a trade union 
issue. There were calls at the 
meeting for the lifting of the 
Official Secrets Act in relation to 
the state cover-up of abuse. 
Workers who suspect child 
abuse is taking place should be 
able to report their suspicions 
without fear of reprisals from 
their employers. 

Feature

Janner with Cameron

Savile with Thatcher

Home Secretary 
Theresa May 
would like 
to kick the 
revelations into 
the long grass

Serious 
accusations 
of child 
abuse by 
the Home 
Secretary in 
Thatcher’s 
cabinet 
would have 
been toxic 
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The Socialist Inbox
Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words 
to Socialist Postbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Mee politics
When ex-Labour Party leader Tony 
Blair’s wife, Cherie, joined former 
US Republican Party candidate 
Gail Lese in a for-profit private 
healthcare scheme, no one was 
surprised, given Labour’s cut-back 
and sell-off attitude to the NHS.

But despite the help of the 
world’s ‘best’ financial advisers, 
Cherie couldn’t even manage her 
own Cayman Island’s based tax-
dodging scam. Her business (Mee 
Healthcare!) with 11 clinics has 
gone bust, putting at least 38 peo-
ple on the dole.

If the so-called leaders of capi-
talism cannot run even their own 
business affairs, possibly the La-
bour Party’s Blairite leadership 
contenders should explain how this 
fits in with their ideas of the ‘superi-
ority’ of capitalist economics.
Michael Barker

Regulation Tory-style
Carl Harper’s article (Socialist 
861) informing readers that the 
communications regulator Ofcom 
wants to make Royal Mail a ‘for-
profit service’ is not surprising. 
The new £275,000 a year Ofcom 
Director General, appointed by 
the previous Con-Dem govern-
ment, is very much a political ap-
pointment. 

Sharon White was second Per-
manent Secretary at the Treasury, 
responsible for overseeing the 
public finances. Before that she 
held Board level positions at the 
Ministry of Justice and the Depart-
ment for International Develop-
ment and has worked as a civil ser-
vice adviser at the Prime Minister’s 
Policy Unit and in Washington DC 
as a senior economist at the World 
Bank. She is 100% wedded to the 
profit system.

Regulation won’t protect public 
services. Only public ownership 
under workers’ control and man-
agement will do that.
Clive Walder 

Careless UK?
Care UK, Britain’s largest private 
health and care provider, is losing 
£50 million a year out of a £600 mil-
lion income, says Private Eye maga-
zine. The private company is paying 
much higher interest rates (7.2%) to 
fund healthcare than the govern-
ment would have to pay (2.6%).

But government ideology being 
dead against public running of the 
NHS, they insist that private firms 
keep control. The Eye suggests 
that privatisers will probably be 
given more work even if prices rise 
steeply or if they start cutting ser-
vices or slashing wages and condi-
tions (as they have already done). 
Yet again the government is put-
ting profit first – end all privatisa-
tion in healthcare!
Kath White

Where do our fares go?
The huge private transport compa-
ny Stagecoach’s latest figures show 
that, on a £4 bus fare in our area 
(our local fares are £4-10 for a day 
ticket,) 20p goes in profit to share-
holders. This includes 2p to the 
richest two shareholders, a brother 
and sister each worth hundreds of 
millions. We should take this com-
pany (and the others leeching on 
our transport needs) into public 
ownership, improve services and 
reduce fares. 
Steve Cawley

Sponsors of terror
A dictionary definition of terror-
ism is ‘unofficial or unauthorised 
use of violence and intimidation in 
the pursuit of political aims.’ Clear-
ly the US government ignored a 
dictionary when devising its ‘state 
sponsors of terrorism’ list which 
used to include Cuba, a country 
that since its 1959 revolution has 
exported mainly doctors, teachers 
and solidarity. 

In contrast, the US state has 
sponsored the violent overthrow 
of left-wing and democratic gov-
ernments from Chile to Nicaragua 
and beyond. Cuba has now been 
removed from the list as ‘relations 
are opened up’ and US capitalism 
looks to get its claws into the is-
land’s economy. 

But the US government recently 
allocated $30 million to the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy 
(NED). This is a fund used by the 
US to undermine left-wing gov-
ernments. Cuba’s need to build 
resistance to the growing pace of 
capitalist restoration, to increase 
the struggle for genuine work-
ers’ democracy and to defend the 
planned economy is more urgent 
than ever. 
Scott Jones

Ian Pattison reviews Portillo 
on Picasso, an espisode from 
the ITV series Perspectives.

A recent repeat of an ITV show Per-
spectives brought a rare shock. I was 
appalled to see my favourite artist 
Pablo Picasso being adored by one 
of my least favourite politicians, 
Michael Portillo. Portillo’s father, 
Luis, and Picasso were both born in 
Spain, and were exiled during the 
years of fascist dictator Franco’s vi-
cious rule. Picasso would never re-
turn, he died before the dictatorship 
fell.

Luis Portillo was a stretcher bear-
er in the Republican forces in their 
battle with the fascist Franco dur-
ing the Spanish Revolution. But his 
son Michael chose to join the same 
Conservative Party in the 1970s 
that had refused to give support to 
his father’s struggle four decades 
earlier. 

Portillo senior made a brave 
stand like hundreds of thousands 
around the globe against the sweep 
of the fascist tide in Spain, but Mi-
chael Portillo became a member of 
Thatcher’s government, which at 
the time backed another far right 
dictator, Pinochet, in Chile. 

Picasso’s enormous collection of 
paintings and artwork are magnifi-
cent. He developed a revolutionary 
style, cubism, where scenes and 
objects are viewed simultaneously 
from multiple directions on a 2D 
canvas. 

Russian revolutionary socialist 

Leon Trotsky (who wrote ‘Art and 
Revolution’) said “art should be 
judged first and foremost by the 
rules of art”, but we can’t ignore the 
influences on Picasso. 

These included the revolution-
ary struggle in Spain, and his hor-
ror at witnessing the destruction 

extolled by fascism, capitalism, 
and war.

Picasso’s most famous paint-
ing, Guernica, was commissioned 
to win support for the Republican 
cause. 

Beautifully crafted to demon-
strate the brutality of war, Guer-
nica depicts the terrible blanket 
bombing of the Basque town of 
that name by the Nazis in 1937. 
Tory Portillo would like us to 
think Guernica is more about Pi-
casso’s love of bull-fighting than 
his sympathy for the Spanish rev-
olution! 

Exiled and living in France, Pi-
casso was caught in the radical 
surge after World War Two. He 
joined the French Communist Par-
ty and remained a member until 
his death.

TV REVIEW:

PICASSO - PORTILLO’S 
PECULIAR PERSPECTIVE
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Michael Portillo’s father, 
Luis, fought against 
fascism, a struggle that 
wasn’t supported by the 
Conservative party
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Campaigns/Party News

 J Scottish TUSC 
conference hears 
from the front line in 
the struggle against  
austerity

100 people attended the Scottish 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC) conference on 27 June. 

Shop stewards from Scotland’s 
two all-out strikes, the Dundee 
hospital porters and the Glasgow 

homeless caseworkers spoke from 
the platform. Graham Nelson, sen-
ior Unite shop steward from the 
striking porters explained that he 
and many others had voted TUSC 
in the election because we need a 
party for the working class. 

John McInally, PCS vice presi-
dent and Socialist Party member, 
said that those who dismiss TUSC’s 
relatively low votes should learn 
the lessons of how working people 
formed the Labour Party for po-
litical representation over 100 years 
ago. 

Gordon Martin, Scottish Organ-
iser of the transport union RMT 
reaffirmed the unions support for 
TUSC.

Philip Stott, a Socialist Party 
Scotland member, on the Scottish 
TUSC steering committee, said that 
despite winning an unprecedented 
election victory on an anti-auster-
ity platform, the Scottish National 
Party seem intent on continuing to 
implement cuts in Scotland.

TUSC calls on the Scottish gov-
ernment and councils to refuse to 
carry through Tory cuts by setting 
no cuts budgets.  We will continue 
to seek to work with all those who 
agree with the need for a wide-
spread, united 100% anti-austerity 
and socialist election challenge in 
the May 2016 elections.
Matt Dobson

 J TUSC North-West 
conference keeps up the 
momentum

“It’s like the Tories decided to usurp 
the tale of Robin Hood, except this 
time the Sheriff of Nottingham is 
the hero! And it seems Andy Burn-
ham agrees!” said Kevin Bennett, 
TUSC councillor for Warrington. 
He was speaking at TUSC’s North-
West conference on 27 June, at-
tended by 50 activists.

RMT regional organiser Daren 

Ireland outlined the essential 
organisational steps to take 
including building finance 
through standing orders for 
next year’s local elections 
and then the 2020 general 
election. TUSC aims to win the 
unions to support a new mass 
working-class party. 

We want to build local groups, 
welcoming individuals and 

organisations operating on an 
open and federal basis. We intend 
to stand candidates in the May 
2016 local elections and re-electing 
Kevin Bennett next year will be a 
priority task.

 Enthusiasm for building TUSC 
was shown by the collection, which 
over £260. 

Noreen Bailey, Salford & Eccles 
TUSC candidate and local anti-cuts 
campaigner, said: “TUSC members 
gave me a sense of worth and a 
glimpse of a better future.”
Hugh Caffrey

Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition conferences

Mayola Blagdon
Basingstoke Socialist Party

My story is different from most. 
My mother was born in the 

house my grandfather was squat-
ting. My uncle was involved in one 
of the biggest squatting campaigns 
in Europe in the 1980’s. During 
the housing crisis in Amsterdam, 
tens of thousands occupied whole 
blocks at once. This resulted in it 
becoming legal for the next two 
decades.

As a teenager in the nineties, I 
decided to follow in their footsteps. 
I started squatting myself. It was 
hard to find anywhere to live being 
only 17 with no education or work.  
At the time a lot of travellers came 
over from the UK, fleeing Thatcher’s 
oppressive anti-traveller laws. Hun-
dreds a year in the town where I 
lived needed a place to park up. Me 
and my comrades helped organise 
them, and spoke to the council and 
the police on their behalf.

I have now lived in the UK for a 
few years and decided to search 
for a party to vote for on the left. I 

soon found the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC), and the 
Socialist Party, two months before 
the election. I met other members 
nearby but discovered I was the only 
one in my town.

TUSC candidate
I decided to stand in the council 
elections for TUSC. I leafleted a 
quarter of my ward and held about 
four campaign stalls.

I organised a successful public 
meeting just before the election, and 

now we are building a new branch. 
Before I stuck my neck out there was 
no clear anti-austerity party to vote 
for in Basingstoke. Now barely six 
months later, there is!

I experienced how collective di-
rect action like squatting can force 
councils to listen and negotiate so-
lutions.

The Socialist Party has given me 
the political confidence to back up 
my activism from the past, and to 
now look forward to contributing to 
a democratic socialist revolution.

Why I joined
‘THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAS GIVEN 
ME POLITICAL CONFIDENCE’

Donate today!
If you agree with what you read in the Socialist, consider 
making a donation to the Socialist Party’s fighting fund:

■ cheques payable to 
‘Socialist Party’, PO Box 
24697, London E11 1YD

■ pay by card via 020 8988 8777 
or socialistparty.org.uk/donate

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 

Coalition (TUSC) is an electoral 

alliance involving the RMT transport 

union, the Socialist Party, other 

socialist groups and leading 

members of other trade 
unions. 

Michael Johnson
Socialist Party LGBT Group 
Convenor 

The new budget has ushered in 
sweeping attacks on the working 
class as a whole in Britain but also 
disproportionally affects the LGBT 
community. Against this backdrop, 
the Socialist Party LGBT group met 
on 5 July.

We discussed the reality for 
LGBT people living under aus-
terity in Britain, facing attacks 
on housing and healthcare, with 
Trans healthcare especially af-
fected. 

We heard about the loss of spe-
cialised homeless services for 
LGBT people in Southampton 
and specialist accommodation for 
LGBT youth and migrants in Man-
chester, removed so that they could 

be sold as luxury apartments!
The tasks for LGBT activists and 

the Socialist Party in fighting back 
against these attacks through our 
interventions in Pride events across 
the country were discussed. 

Also, the importance of building 
our work in the more vulnerable 
sections of the LGBT movement 
such as the Trans community and 
LGBT asylum seekers who face 
massive struggles in fleeing perse-
cution.

Fight austerity
While Pride organisers were too 
busy inviting UKIP and bankers to 
lead their parades, the Socialist Par-
ty will be ready to help build cam-
paigns to fight austerity that puts 
LGBT people at real risk. Socialist 
Party members interested in LGBT 
issues should get in touch and get 
involved!

Socialist Party LGBT group 
plans fightback against 
attacks and austerity

Declan Clune
Southampton Socialist Party

Before the general election the 
main parties in Southampton were 
involved in a proposal to close an 
NHS facility in the Bitterne area of 
the city. 

The local Clinical Commission-
ing Group (CCG) proposed to close 
the centre ‘temporarily’ and at-
tempted to hide it from the public. 
However a Socialist Party member 
in TUSC discovered and exposed 
the threat. 

The ‘Save Bitterne Walk-In Cen-
tre Campaign’ was led by TUSC 
who informed the public with stalls 
and letters to local media. This gal-
vanised an outraged public to mo-
bilise and attend the final Health 
Overview Scrutiny Panel meeting 
where the CCG submitted its pro-
posal. 

People packed the meeting with 
standing room only. This pressured 
those on the panel to give a reprieve 
and keep the centre open until after 
the election.

Reprieve
After much self-congratulating 
from the establishment parties with 
claims to have been the ‘winners’ 

of the reprieve, we in TUSC main-
tained it was the people who ‘won’. 
Although happy with the result, we 
told people of the need to be ready 
to act when the attack returned after 
the election. 

The CCG has now confirmed our 
warning and proposes complete 
closure of the centre, revealing their 
real intention all along.

A new public consultation pro-
cess has begun with a survey being 
sent out to residents. The survey is 
loaded in the way it’s presented, try-
ing to get people to accept the clo-
sure. 

Figures released from the CCG 
show a reduced number of peo-
ple using the centre, but fail to say 
that the centre has had its services 
reduced drastically and that in the 
last 9 months the CCG has erased 
the Walk-In Centre as an available 
resource from its website and docu-
mentation. 

Public meeting
TUSC went back to the streets with 
leaflets and petitions. The response 
has once again been overwhelming 
with outright condemnation and 
commitment to fight again. 

On Saturday 27 June TUSC held a 
public meeting where 40 people at-
tended a lively debate with passion-

ate input from the floor showing a 
renewed commitment to defend 
our service. 

We reached unanimous agree-
ment to engage in the consulta-
tion period by attending the public 
meetings to let the CCG know we 
demand to keep our Walk-In Centre.

One resident involved in the cam-
paign told me that she telephoned a 
local Labour Parliamentary Candi-
date and asked what they planned 
to do about the proposal. The reply 
was she did not plan to do anything 
as: “This is a done deal!” We beg to 
differ. 

No other parties have said a word 
in protest, except TUSC!

Bitter fight to save Bitterne Walk-In Centre continues

Read more 
online at 
socialistparty.org.uk

TUSC campaigning 
to save Bitterne 
Walk-In Centre
photo Nick Chaffey 

Mayola on the 
election campaign 
trail
photo Nick Chaffey 

Dan Smart
Stafford Socialist Party

100 staff members at Stafford Col-
lege recently staged an unprec-
edented walk-out in protest at mis-
management and cuts. Earlier, a 
meeting of around 300 had voted 
their no-confidence in the college 
management.

Teachers and other staff mem-
bers are demanding the resigna-
tion of principal Beverly Smith. 
As Univeristy and College Union 
rep Marina Bowler told the local 
Express & Star “Staff feel they are 
operating in a culture of fear and 
are being bullied. Workloads have 
gone up, stress levels have gone 
up. Staff are not being listened to 
and good staff have been made re-
dundant.”

The protest follows the announce-
ment of cuts and redundancies. The 
college will face a funding drop from 
September, with workers and stu-

dents taking the brunt. Ms. Smith is 
quoted as saying: “Our transforma-
tion will allow the college to be more 
efficient and gives the opportunity 
to continue to improve and meet the 
needs of our stakeholders”.

At the same time last year 69 
workers faced the axe. A ‘consulta-
tion period’ is currently underway 
with unions and staff. The main cuts 
and redundancies will likely fall on 
adult education. Beverly Smith and 
the management prove they are not 
capable of running Stafford College. 
By exercising their collective power, 
staff have shown that the manage-
ment have lost their confidence, 
and are no longer fit to lead. 

As a speaker at the protest put it, 
Beverly Smith must stand down. If 
she refuses, workers should argue 
for official strike action, as well as 
inviting students for their support. 
With united action we can build a 
quality college that serves the needs 
of workers and students and not the 
‘stakeholders’.

Education under attack! Reports from the frontline of the fightback:

Stafford college wildcat strike against 
unfit bosses

Andrew Sherratt
Salford Socialist Party

57 job losses have been announced 
at Salford City College following 
plans to ‘streamline’ their exist-
ing teacher centred programme 
with a £1million e-learning system. 
This system will effectively  replace 
teachers and support staff with IT 

software. 
Any cuts to staffing, or resources 
will result in a downward spiral in 
the excellent quality of education 
provided.

The Socialist Party found over-
whelming support for the staff who 
face losing their jobs with students, 
teachers and the wider public want-
ing to sign our petition to reverse 
these cuts. 

Salford college faces redundancies

Iain Dalton
Leeds Socialist Party

Around 150 staff and students 
joined a rally against cuts to Further 
Education colleges organised by 
UCU in Leeds on 1 July. At Bradford 
College, where 140 jobs are threat-
ened as part of £8million worth of 
cuts, picket lines were solid. One 

striker told us: “There’s real anger - 
we had 280 staff turn up to a union 
meeting recently to discuss this.”

Speakers at the rally noted that 
adult education is under threat. 
Predominantly more working class 
students access this education. FE 
workers planned a further strike at 
Bradford College and balloting is 
underway in unions at Leeds City 
College.

Rally against cuts to 
further education in Leeds

Phil Clarke
Secretary, Lewes Eastbourne and 
Wealden NUT

NUT members were on strike again 
on 2 and 7 July at the Eastbourne 
Campus of Sussex Downs College 
against cuts that would severely 
undermine post 16 education pro-
vision in Sussex. Thank you for so 
many messages of support already, 
continue this by: signing the petition 
http://tinyurl.com/sdccuts and pass 
the link on.

Sussex Downs strikes

Ronnie Job
Secretary, Swansea Trades Council 
and Swansea Socialist Party

I attended a great meeting of Save 
Education Other Than At School re-
cently, bringing support from Swan-
sea Trades Council. Time and again 
the meeting heard how pupils had 
been able to successfully complete 
their school-age education and pro-
gress to college only with the assis-
tance of dedicated staff.

It’s a scandal that Swansea coun-
cil officers and Labour councillors 
seem determined to press ahead 
with cuts which could see more than 
half the staff lose their jobs. Trade 
unionists have shown their determi-
nation to defend the service by more 
than once taking strike action, the 
last time for three days.

Community rallies 
behind striking 
Swansea tutors

UCU Protest in 
Leeds
photo Iain Dalton 

TUSC candidate 
Noreen Bailey 

At the Scottish 
TUSC conference 



Contrary to the tabloid propaganda, Britain is not the 
most popular destination for refugees. According to the 
UN Refugee Agency, far more aim to reach Germany or 
Sweden. Nonetheless, a minority of those who success-
fully cross the Mediterranean end up at Calais trying to 
get into Britain and risking their lives again, using in-
creasingly desperate methods to try and cross the Chan-
nel. 

It is not true – as the Tories claim – that it is our 
supposedly ‘generous’ benefits that attract workers to 
Britain. Our benefits are among the lowest in Western 
Europe. It is the possibility of working in Britain’s unregu-
lated, low-wage labour market which acts as a pull factor, 
along with language and, in some cases, wanting to be 
reunited with family members already living in Britain. 

What is the solution? We understand the fears of work-
ers in Britain that public services which are already being 
cut to the bone cannot cope with any more people. How-
ever, it is not migration but austerity that is responsible 
for the strain on our public services. 

Under the previous Con-Dem government £80 billion 
was cut from public spending, coincidentally the same 
amount as the bankers have received in bonuses since 
the economic crisis began. If we allow the government to 
falsely lay the blame for austerity with migrants instead 
of with the crisis-ridden capitalist system and the bank-
ers and billionaires who benefit from it, then the Tories 
will succeed in grinding our living conditions into the dirt.

Solidarity
The answer to Britain’s bosses using super-exploited low 
paid migrant labour is not to build walls so high that mi-
grants can’t get in – the crisis in the Mediterranean in 
any case shows this doesn’t work – but to fight for a £10 
an hour minimum wage for all workers in Britain regard-
less of their country of origin.

The best traditions of the workers’ movement include 
international solidarity with workers and the oppressed 
fighting to improve their living conditions in their own 
countries. We have more in common with workers fight-
ing low pay and exploitation in Asia and Africa than we do 
with the bosses of the multinational companies who are 
exploiting us all. 

One aspect of international solidarity is to fight for the 
right to asylum for those fleeing war, sectarian conflict 
and dictatorship. This should be combined with support-
ing the right for families to be reunited and calling for an 
end to asylum seekers being treated like criminals and 
locked up in detention centres which are no different to 
prisons.

It is a lie that there are no resources available. British 
governments have spent vast sums on going to war. The 
costs of replacing Trident are estimated at £100 billion 
over its lifetime. The cost of the wars and occupations of 
Iraq and Afghanistan has reached £30 billion, £1,000 
for every tax payer in Britain. 

But while vast sums can be found for war, there are 
barely pennies for asylum seekers fleeing the conse-
quences of those wars. Control of decisions whether 
to grant asylum cannot be left in the hands of this cal-
lous government. We demand that elected committees 
of ordinary working people, including representatives of 
migrants’ organisations, have the right to review asylum 
cases and grant asylum.

The only way to permanently end the refugee crisis 
is to fight for a democratic socialist world. On the basis 
of capitalism, there will always be people forced to flee 
their country, not by choice, but out of desperation as a 
result of war, environmental catastrophe and starvation. 
A socialist society would harness the wealth, science 
and technique created by capitalism in order to meet 
the needs of the majority worldwide. Only on that basis 
would it be possible to have a world where people are 
free to move if they wish to, but are not forced to do so by 
the nightmare they face at home.
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Public services 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘Free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on 
an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with 
low rents. 

Work and income
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

environment
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

rights
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, sex, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

neW mass Workers’ Party 
 �For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 

 �Trade unions to disaffiliate from the 
Labour Party now and aid the building 
of a new workers’ party! Support the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
as an important step towards this.

socialism and internationalism
 �No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:

EditorialEditorial

Got a spare £1 million you’d like to invest in a 
company in Britain? In that case the govern-
ment welcomes you to Britain as a ‘high-val-
ue migrant’. No need for you to risk your life 
crossing the Med in a leaky boat, or spend 

months camped at Calais on starvation rations before 
hiding in a lorry. No need even to meet the visa guide-
lines about speaking English. 

You can fly in without too many questions being asked 
– including about how you got your spare million. A histo-
ry of dictatorship, warmongering, corruption or plain old-
fashioned thieving are not necessarily obstacles. If you 
are a bit flusher again and can spare £10 million you will 
get automatic indefinite leave to remain after two years. 

So for the rich there are very few obstacles to migrat-
ing to Britain. It is altogether another story for the major-
ity of those currently fleeing war, dictatorship and conflict 
in the Middle East and Africa. Most are left dispossessed 
and hungry within their own countries or in neighbouring 
ones. A minority – able to scrape together a few more re-
sources – end up in the hands of the people smugglers, 
risking their lives to cross the Mediterranean.

Last year 219,000 people arrived in Europe by these 
means. This year the figure is set to be higher, with 
137,000 arriving by the end of June. Countless thou-
sands more have died in the attempt. The majority of 
those risking their lives are refugees fleeing conflict. Of 
those who arrive first in Greece (about half of the total) 
more than 85% have come from Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Somalia. All of these are countries where Western 
military intervention has helped to create the nightmare 
situations from which people are now being forced to 
run.

Fears
Working class people across Europe are shaken and 
moved by the human tragedy developing on their TV 
screens. There have been numerous incidents of work-
ers in Greece and Italy heroically trying to rescue – and 
then to care for – the refugees that have arrived on their 
shores. The Red Cross spokesperson for Southern Italy 
summed up the response of Italian workers who are giv-
ing food, clothing and shelter to the refugees when she 
said: “The poorer people are the more they give.” 

At the same time, with austerity biting and living stand-
ards falling, there is an understandable fear among 
many that it will not be possible to cope with the number 
of migrants arriving without it having a detrimental effect 
on wages and public services. This is fuelled by the ava-
lanche of anti-migrant propaganda from the right-wing 
capitalist media and politicians, who are falsely trying to 
offload responsibility for endless austerity onto refugees 
and migrants. 

The infamous ‘cold cruelty’ of Britain’s ruling elite is 
clearly revealed with the Tories’ preparedness to let ref-

What we think

Migrants flee horrors 
created by capitalisM

ugees drown in order to try and make political capital. 
Last year – competing to outdo Ukip by being ‘tough’ on 
immigration – Theresa May actually argued that there 
should be an end to rescuing migrants drowning in the 
Mediterranean in order to discourage them from coming! 

European Union
However, no-one should be under any illusion that the 
institutions of the European Union have a more humane 
approach. After the sinking of a Libyan ship in October 
2013 in which 366 people died, the Italian government 
launched a sea rescue operation called Mare Nostrum 
(Our Sea) which, despite its limits, saved thousands of 
lives in the fifteen months it was in operation.

But, largely because of claims it was encouraging 
people to cross the Mediterranean, it was cut and re-
placed with an EU-run operation which was a third of 
the size and focused primarily on border control rather 
than stopping people drowning. The result was the hor-

For the rich there are very few 
obstacles to migrating to Britain. It 
is altogether another story for the 
majority

We have more in common with workers 
fighting low pay and exploitation in Asia 
and Africa than we do with the bosses 
of the multinational companies who are 
exploiting us all

rific number of deaths in the first part of 2015. In April 
2015 1,308 migrants are believed to have drowned 
compared to 42 in April the previous year (while Mare 
Nostrum was still operating). Only the outcry this 
sparked led to an increase in the funding of the EU ‘res-
cue’ operation.

These tragic events show, yet again, that no matter 
how high the walls are built around ‘Fortress Europe’, it 
will not prevent refugees trying to reach it, even at huge 
risk to their lives. The reason so many people are cross-
ing by sea in the first place is because of the building of 
gigantic walls that block the land crossing that previously 
existed between Turkey and Greece. 

So the ending of the Mare Nostrum sea rescue opera-
tion did not stop people trying to cross the Med; on the 
contrary numbers increased, mainly as a consequence 
of the complete disintegration of Libya. Western inter-
vention into Libya was not motivated by bringing democ-
racy to the country but by defending the interests of im-

perialism in the region following the mass revolutionary 
movement that swept the Middle East and North Africa 
in 2011. 

The result is the nightmare that exists in Libya today. 
Capitalism – including military intervention by British 
governments – has created such horror for some that 
they will risk anything to escape.

Myths
Yet, while the Tories are considering stepping up Brit-
ain’s military intervention in the Middle East, Cameron 
has used Britain’s EU opt-out clause in order to refuse 
to take any of the 40,000 of the refugees currently in 
Greece and Italy which the EU was attempting to ‘share 
out’ across Europe. Once again, Cameron’s argument 
was that to give shelter to any of the people who have 
fled across the Mediterranean would be to encourage 
more to come. He would prefer them to be camped, hun-
gry and desperate, at Calais. 

219,000 arrived in Europe by 
crossing the Mediterranean last year
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Wednesday 8 July 
will be remem-
bered as a day of 
horror for millions 
of households 

across Britain. £12 billion welfare 
cuts will mean many families hav-
ing thousands of pounds cut from 
their income every year.  

Young people face being taken 
out of the benefit system altogether. 
Charities and voluntary sector or-
ganisations point to the catastroph-
ic consequences, estimating that 
two million more children will be 
dragged into poverty. 

It’s a budget for the billionaires 
and the millionaires, with inher-
itance tax being cut. Rather than 
taxing the wealth of property spec-

ulators who litter cities with unaf-
fordable empty luxury flats, council 
house and housing association ten-
ants who earn a reasonable wage 
will be hit with full market rents. 

For the greedy city financiers and 
their political lackeys, even this 
banquet budget for the rich at the 
expense of the poor, is not enough. 
Osborne is being urged to remove 
the measly levy on the biggest 

banks and Tory party leadership 
contender Boris Johnson is lobby-
ing for another reduction of the top 
rate of income tax, from 45p to 40p. 

Austerity for the working and 
middle classes helps to finance the 
profits, tax breaks, bonuses and 
opulent lifestyles of the super-rich 
and the bosses. It is also to foot the 
bailout bill for the economic crisis 
which they and their capitalist sys-
tem caused. Osborne’s devastating 
austerity is being repeated by the 
capitalist class internationally. 

Fightback
In Britain we have seen the recent 
large and inspiring marches against 
the Tories’ cuts agenda. But the 
most effective form of mobilisation 
of working people must be utilised 
- national coordinated strike action, 
including a 24-hour general strike. 

Over 300 shop stewards and 
workplace reps met at the National 
Shop Stewards Network Confer-
ence on 4 July and voted to build 
a campaign for the trade unions to 
take this necessary strike action. 

We also need a political challenge 
to the establishment parties that 
fight tooth and nail for the inter-
ests of big business and the super-
rich. We need a mass, independent 
working class based, fighting left-
wing party - a party to articulate the 
struggles of workers and youth, and 
put forward a socialist alternative to 
endless austerity. 

The Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition which stood hundreds 
of candidates in the recent council 
and general elections, in which the 
Socialist Party plays a key role, is a 
start in this process. 

More budget news - page 4
NSSN conference report -  
pages 8&9

Fight the Tories’ 
‘Them & Us’ budget

Cuts for us, handouts for rich

Austerity for the working 
and middle classes helps 
to finance the profits, tax 
breaks, bonuses and opulent 
lifestyles of the super-rich
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