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Simon Gomery

T   housands are 
dead. They were 
killed after forced 

labour or income theft 
while severely sick or 
disabled.

At least 2,380 disabled people 
died between December 2011 and 
February 2014 after being found 
‘fit for work’ by bullying, Catch-22 
‘work capability assessments’.

Tory work and pensions secretary 
Iain Duncan Smith tried to evade 
floods of Freedom of Information 
requests. But the full horror of his 
benefit system was finally revealed 
on 27 August.

This only days after his depart-
ment was exposed for cynically fab-
ricating quotes from people ‘helped’ 
by benefits sanctions (see page 2).

‘Workhouse’
Duncan Smith says disabled people 
are to be directed to the ‘workhouse’, 
fit or not. We are sent looking for 
often non-existent jobs, disability 
benefits withdrawn.

In a speech ahead of the figures 
coming out, he spoke about “life 
choices”. As a disabled person, I 
can tell you I have not made a “life 
choice” to become disabled.

There is no one-size-fits-all solu-
tion. Disabled people often have 
several complex issues that prevent 
them from working. I do.

I also believe that disabled people 
who can, should be able to work. 
But this must be fully supported, in 
employment catered to our needs. 
Those who can’t work need to be 
provided for properly by the state.
> Continued on page 2
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■ Reverse all cuts to welfare and fully fund care services
■ Scrap ‘work capability assessments’
■ For well-paid, fully supported jobs without compulsion
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Karen Seymour

Tory work and pensions secretary 
Iain Duncan Smith has been caught 
out totally making up quotes. Imagi-
nary people subject to welfare sanc-
tions - punishment by cutting ben-
efits - say it actually helped them!

It’s no surprise to those of us who 
deal with benefit problems that his 
Department for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) has to lie about the effects of 

Responses to a Daily Mirror article saying 
Labour right wingers would “give” Jeremy 
Corbyn 18 months as head of the party.

TUSC chair @davenellist
Labour’s most senior MPs to put an 
extraordinary deal to Jeremy Corbyn  
http://ow.ly/3y9Sbb 
>>Gawd bless ’em, looking after the 
commoners

@steveaappleton
They’ll give Corbyn 18 months. HE 
SHOULD GIVE THEM 18 MONTHS! Who 
ARE these people?!! 

@AubreyFellows
What is it with the @DailyMirror labelling 
not starving the poor as “loony left 
policies”? Shameful stuff

Laurel Fogarty

Rail fares have risen three times fast-
er than wages over the last five years. 
Meanwhile, profiteering rail compa-
nies continue to neglect public safe-
ty, threatening to axe more essential 
guards and station staff.

The cost of season tickets shot up 
by as much as 25% - compared to a 
paltry wage increase of just under 
9%, according to union research.

Private rail companies are hold-
ing workers hostage with higher 
and higher fares. They preside over 
a crumbling, understaffed service, 
wringing huge profits from ordinary 
people and government subsidies.

Assaults on passengers and staff 
have risen steeply. Violent attacks 
on commuters and rail workers 

Matt Whale

In the past year, councils in England 
and Wales have sent bailiffs in to col-
lect debts over two million times.

Ordinary working class people 
are struggling to get by. Zero-hour 
contracts, poverty pay and sky-high 
rents are the norm. Now we face the 
increasing threat of our own coun-
cils - including Labour - calling in the 
bailiffs!

The most vulnerable in society are 
being further penalised, and for what 
crime? Being poor!

Research by the Money Advice 
Trust shows using bailiffs not only 
worsens a person’s wellbeing, but 

Here’s the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice’s definition of corporate man-
slaughter:
“An organisation to which this section 
applies is guilty of an offence if the 
way in which its activities are man-
aged or organised causes a person’s 
death; and amounts to a gross breach 
of a relevant duty of care owed by the 
organisation to the deceased.”
That’s an almost perfect description 
of the effects of Duncan Smith’s wel-
fare regime, and his responsibility for 
the deaths caused by it. Never mind 
resignation, the man should be on 
trial.
Alex Davidson, Manchester

 � More letters and comments 
on page 10

> Continued from page 1

Duncan Smith closed the Remploy 
factories, first established to provide 
useful work to war wounded.  He 
scrapped the Independent Living 
Fund, which gave those who need 
24-hour care some kind of autono-
my.

He cut back our ‘access to work’ 
scheme, slashed Employment and 
Support Allowance, and put disa-
bled people at risk of homelessness 
with benefit sanctions.

Rigged
He sent very sick people back to 
work with his rigged work capabil-
ity assessments. And of course, he 
brought in the dreaded bedroom 
tax, which hits disabled people who 
need ‘spare’ rooms for equipment 
and carers.

He says he could live on the £7 
a day expected of jobseekers. Yet 
he’s claimed £39 for a breakfast, 
and claimed money back for his y-
fronts and wet wipes - paid for by 
us. And we, the poor, the disabled, 
the sick and suffering workers and 
taxpayers, are made to feel like the 
scroungers.

Jon Dale

Six Glasgow shoppers tragically died 
after a bin lorry ploughed into them 
last December. The recent fatal ac-
cident inquiry revealed the lorry 
driver had had previous black outs. 
He had not informed his employer 
or occupational health doctor.

Understandably, families of the 
victims are angry and want justice. 
If the driver had discussed his medi-
cal history, he would not have been 
passed fit to drive a large goods ve-
hicle. He would not have been at the 
wheel that day.

However, the attacks on the driver 
in the media ignore the enormous 
pressures on disabled and ill people 
to remain at work. Those who don’t 
work face benefit cuts.

Wrong
Many disabled people suffered at 
the hands of Atos, the private com-
pany that the last Labour govern-
ment gave a contract to carry out 
medical examinations on behalf of 
the Department of Work and Pen-
sions. They were wrongly found ‘fit 
for work’ and lost their benefits. The 
jobs they are forced into, when they 
can even find jobs, are mostly low 
paid and insecure.

these attacks.
Sanctions, apparently, motivate 

and inspire people 
to update their CVs and use every 
spare minute to seek non-existent 
work. They are grateful to be forced 
into poverty and reliance on food 
banks.

The young girl who came in to 
the centre where I volunteer might 
disagree. She was struggling to feed 
herself, reliant on her impoverished 
parents for money.

Punishment
Her crime? In one Jobcentre ad-
viser’s opinion, not doing enough 
to find work. Her punishment? A 
three-year sanction.

Or the autistic man with no con-
cept of time, who obviously strug-
gled to get to Jobcentre interviews 
punctually. He was sanctioned for 
three months. We quickly got that 
one overturned.

If you work and make a minor er-
ror, you might be reprimanded. You 

reached a high of over 2,880 last 
year.

And a further 14,000 train guards 
and station workers are expected to 
be cut by 2019. This will put com-
muters who rely on rail, as well as 
those who work on it, in increasing 
danger.

Public ownership
Bringing the railways back into pub-
lic ownership - a move supported 
overwhelmingly by ordinary people 
- could save as much as £1.5 billion 
by 2020. A third of this would come 
from recouping enormous share-
holder dividends.

Running the railways for public 
good rather than private profit could 
reduce fares by 10% over the next 
two years, and reverse dangerous 
staffing cuts.

Graphics by Laurel Fogarty
Sources: OBR, Guardian, Action for Rail, ONS

Atos has now been replaced by 
another firm, ‘Maximus’. But bully-
ing people off benefits, started by 
Labour and continued by the Tories, 
remains the same.

Tory minister Iain Duncan Smith 
says “we need to be relentless in 
our efforts to get more people into 
work and off welfare.” So why did his 
government close Remploy’s facto-
ries that provided suitable work for 
many disabled workers? Why did 
they privatise the remaining advi-
sory service?

The poverty facing disabled peo-
ple unable to work - and stigma 
from constant attacks, echoed by 
Labour’s leaders - encourages many 
to conceal their problems. There will 
be more fatal accidents as a result.

wouldn’t be made penniless.
If you’ve been sanctioned, you 

can and should appeal. Talk to 
Citizens’ Advice or an unemployed 
workers’ centre. A significant num-
ber of cases are overturned on ap-
peal.

You could also be eligible for DWP 
hardship payments, and local coun-
cil discretionary funds. Pressurised 
Jobcentre workers don’t always tell 
you about these.

A strong campaign including 
claimants, Jobcentre workers and 
trade unions is needed to fight sanc-
tions and cuts. Public service union 
PCS, which represents Jobcentre 
staff, has a proud record of cam-
paigning on welfare.

If we are to ultimately defeat cuts, 
we need to take on the system which 
demands them. Capitalism in crisis 
tries to boost its profits by slash-
ing jobs and wages, and cutting big 
business tax bills.

The alternative is to fight for so-
cialism. Join the Socialist Party!

actually deepens debts. Elsewhere 
in this issue of the Socialist, ordinary 
people respond to lethal benefit cuts. 
Increased use of bailiffs - up around 
16% over the past two years - can 
only make things worse.

Cuts to council tax benefit are a 
major contributing factor. Taking 
property to cover such debts is the 
reason for most bailiff calls, although 
in repossession cases they can also 
evict tenants.

Councils are blaming central gov-
ernment cuts for the increase. This, 
however, is no excuse.

Instead of doing the Tory govern-
ment’s dirty work, local authorities 
should refuse to pass on cuts. The So-
cialist Party says they must use their 

platform to lead residents and work-
ers in a fightback.

Local campaigns have already 
taken it up. Attempted evictions, as a 
result of the bedroom tax, have been 
stopped by community campaigners 
coming together and refusing to let 
bailiffs in.

Forced out
For instance, in Coventry, campaign-
ers including Socialist Party mem-
bers successfully stopped an evic-
tion. The man was being forced out of 
his family home by the bedroom tax. 
We have had successes like this else-
where. Communities need to organ-
ise similar networks to defend them-
selves from bailiffs.

The chair of the Local Govern-
ment Association’s resources board, 
Labour councillor Claire Kober, 
reckons councils have tried to take 
a “sympathetic and constructive ap-
proach” to debtors. Sending bailiffs 
in is hardly sympathetic to the poor.

We don’t want crocodile tears from 
councillors sending in bailiffs. We 
demand action to defend our com-
munities.

 � For councils which fight the cuts
 � Stop attacking the poor with 

bailiffs
 � Axe the bedroom tax
 � For a mass programme of  

quality council home building

 J Sky pools

Super-rich bosses can now literally 
swim in the sky.
The ultra-luxury Nine Elms develop-
ment in Battersea, south London, 
will boast a glass-bottomed pool 
suspended ten storeys up. With 
apartments costing up to £5.5 
million, investors need not worry 
about sharing it with us plebs.
No more than an eighth of the 
thousands of new homes in ‘Dubai-
on-Thames’ will be ‘affordable’.
The Socialist hopes Battersea’s 
aquatic capitalists at least remem-
ber their trunks.

 J Shut pools
Meanwhile, councils up and down 
the country are closing or downsiz-
ing public swimming pools. The 
Socialist Party is active in cam-
paigns to save them.
Since 2008, grassroots participa-
tion in swimming has fallen by 
300,000 people. The Amateur 
Swimming Association says over 
half of 7 to 11-year-olds can’t even 
doggy paddle 25 metres. One in 
five British adults can’t swim, and 
in 2012 there was a 35% rise in 
kids drowning.

 J Peer pressure
“Arise, Lord Moat!” Disgraced 
ex-MP Douglas Hogg, the Tory 
expenses fiddler who charged us 
£2,000 to clean his moat, has 
won a peerage.
Top Tory donors and filthy-rich fat-
cats fill the list of new members 
of the House of Lords. Appointed 
for life, members of parliament’s 
upper house are eligible for £300 
a day - £1,500 week - just for turn-

ing up. Part-time housekeepers in 
the Lords can expect £163.87 a 
week - for 17.5 hours of scrubbing 
and polishing.
Two-chamber parliament is a relic 
of a time when feudal landlords 
wanted to keep both uppity 
capitalists and ordinary people in 
check. The Socialist Party says: 
abolish the House of Lords.
Bring in proportional representa-
tion and the right to recall MPs 
- and fight for socialism.

£163.87
A House of 
Lords cleaner’s 
pay - for 17.5 
hours of graft

£1,500
A peer’s pay - 
just for turning 
up - no work 
required
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£500m
Amount Tories 
have found to up-
grade UK’s Trident 
weapons of mass 
destruction,  
31 August 2015.

£117m
Amount Tories 
couldn’t find to 
save Remploy 
factories, which 
employed disabled 
workers making 
medical equip-
ment, cars, books 
and more, 2013.
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If you’ve 
been 
sanctioned, 
you can 
and should 
appeal

Iain 
Duncan 
Smith 
should be 
on trial
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The call from Jeremy Corbyn for 
an end to austerity was met with a 
standing ovation and cheers from 
a near 1000 strong audience. They 
were enthused by an unapologetic 
attack on austerity. Unite national 
political officer Jenny Formby wel-
comed everyone, “to a meeting of 
socialists”.

Once again the huge turnout 
nailed the lie that there is no sup-
port for an alternative to austerity or 
a willingness to fight back. Corbyn’s 
calls for a £10 an hour minimum 
wage, affordable council housing 
and an end to cuts to local govern-
ment were met with cheers.

In a limited discussion he gave 
backing to calls from the floor for 
opposition to fracking and support 
for council care homes and free na-
tional childcare. 

Local government
The demand to defend local govern-
ment and provide funding and bor-
rowing powers for councils to tackle 
the housing crisis raises questions of 
what Labour councils and especially 
Corbyn councillors, who are back-
ing his campaign, should do to stop 
the cuts.

Southampton Labour Council-
lor Cathy McEwing speaking from 
the platform said the fight back had 
to start now. This is in the face of 
further cuts to council services in 

The Socialist has previously reported on some of the many 
exuberant meetings held in support of Jeremy Corbyn’s 
campaign. Nick Chaffey describes the rally in Southampton 
on 26 August.

Southampton Corbyn 
rally and the fight 
against council cutsSarah Sachs-Eldridge

‘Corbynmania’ saw 
no let up through-
out August. Rain or 
shine, thousands of 
people, both young 

and experienced, thronged to hear 
the left-wing candidate for the La-
bour leadership at meetings across 
the length and breadth of Britain. 
An estimated 30,000 people have 
now attended meetings, or tried to, 
queuing outside and cramming into 
overspill meetings. 

Labour’s membership, which had 
only increased by around 500 dur-
ing the years of its me-tooism to the 
Con-Dem government’s austerity, 
has risen to 299,755, by almost 50%. 
In addition, there are 189,703 po-
litical levy payers in affiliated trade 
unions who have signed up (for free) 
for the leadership contest vote as 
‘individual affiliated members’, and 
121,295 others who have paid £3 to 
be a ‘registered supporter’. It seems 
that most have signed up to vote 
for Jeremy Corbyn. This represents 
a breaking into politics of some of 
those who have been denied a po-
litical voice since Blair’s right-wing 
takeover of Labour.

Candidates
Meanwhile the other candidates, 
amid bickering among themselves, 
have been struggling to compete 
with Jeremy Corbyn’s campaign. 
One report claimed that shadow 
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper ‘al-
most’ filled a room above a cinema. 
Another described former Blairite 
Health Minister Andy Burnham tak-
ing to the stage, pint in hand – a hat-

Failed candidates and ultra Blair-
ites Chuka Umunna and Tristram 
Hunt have launched Labour Group 
for Common Good – potentially in 
preparation for a right-wing split.

To counter these pressures Jer-
emy Corbyn would need to mobilise 
organised back-up from 
the working class in the 
trade union movement, 
anti-cuts campaigns and 
left organisations, and 
from among the youth. 
He would need to call an 
open conference of this 
support base - including 
of those who voted for 
him - to discuss how his 
left programme can be 
delivered and developed 
further.

Developing this pro-
gramme will be essential if 
he is to effectively answer 
the attacks and smears that will in-
evitably be stepped up by the capi-
talist class.

TUSC
Whatever the course of events, Jer-
emy Corbyn and his supporters 
shouldn’t return to being prisoners 
of ‘Labour constitutionalism’. They 
should rely instead on the support of 
the many thousands who have been 
enthused by the Jeremy for Leader 
campaign and come together with 
the thousands of socialist and trade 
union activists outside Labour, in-
cluding those in the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC).

Since its creation around 300,000 
votes have been cast for TUSC, 
many of those at council elections 
as working class people seek a way 
to defend themselves against the vi-
cious austerity onslaught passed on 
by councils led by Labour as well 
as the Tories and Liberals – and 
Greens.

Jeremy Corbyn has rightly made 

Southampton of £40 million in next 
year’s budget.

But what should councillors do 
to build this fight back? Will Coun-
cillor McEwing and others sup-
porting Corbyn now refuse to vote 
for further cuts? Opposition to cuts 
must include mobilising support in 
the trade unions and community 
to set ‘needs’ budgets. If they do, 
the Socialist Party will give our full 
support, to build on the successful 
stand and re-election of Southamp-
ton Councillors Against Cuts, Keith 
Morrell and Don Thomas.

Labour cuts
However last week, Councillor McE-
wing and the Southampton Labour 
cabinet voted through £9 million 
cuts, including cutting funding to 
five libraries. If this continues, La-
bour will continue to lose support 
and open the possibility of a return 
of the Tory council, defeated by the 
strike action of council workers in 
2011.

This support for Corbyn must 
be translated into a call for Labour 
councils to refuse to implement fur-
ther cuts. However those councillors 
who continue to say there is nothing 
they can do, who continue to vote 
for cuts, will need to be challenged 
again by anti-cuts candidates stand-
ing as part of the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition.

tip to Nigel Farage as well maybe?
But both now are being forced to 

tilt left and seem to be attempting to 
slip on Jeremy’s beige-jacket man-
tel. It does not fit however. Burnham 
has claimed he would fight the wel-
fare bill, which promises wide scale 
impoverishment and misery, “line 
by line to prevent it becoming law”. 
But he is optimistic of our short at-
tention span – it was only a month 
ago that he abstained on 
the bill’s first reading. In 
office Burnham fulfilled 
Thatcher’s dreams and 
privatised a hospital. The 
‘anyone but Corbyn’ can-
didates cannot escape 
their role in maintaining 
Labour as an austerity-lite 
version of the Tories.

Purges
August has been a month 
of purges as well as surges. 
In a desperate attempt to 
prevent Jeremy Corbyn 
winning an estimated 
56,000 voters have been disqualified 
from voting in the selection. Outra-
geously the biggest section of them, 
around 15,000, has been excluded 
because they are not on the electoral 
register. In July, Labour attacked the 
Tories for removing people from the 
register in what Lord Falconer, the 
shadow justice secretary, described 
as “another example of how David 
Cameron’s government is intent on 
rigging the game in its favour”. Now 
they are hypocritically using the 
same methods to disenfranchise 
probable Corbyn supporters.

Labour spokespeople said the 
party had booted out 3,000 “cheats” 
who did not agree with the aims and 

the call for councils to stand to-
gether and refuse to implement gov-
ernment cuts. In the mass meetings 
around his campaign there has been 
enthusiasm for the idea of elected 
representatives who will simply not 
vote for austerity, starting with the 

council budget-making 
meetings that will take 
place in February and 
March 2016.

Over 450 councillors 
have signed up to support 
Jeremy Corbyn. This is 
significant, but it is barely 
6% of the total number of 
Labour councillors. One 
of the battles that will take 
place after the Labour 
leadership contest will 
be over whether Labour 
councils continue imple-
menting Tory cuts or de-
cide to stand and fight.

Councillors
Local government budgets have 
been slashed by 40% since 2010 and 
now they potentially face another 
£30 billion of cuts.  In eight months 
council elections will take place in 
many areas. 

At the TUSC conference on 26 
September the call will be made to 
stand no-cuts candidates against 
any councillor who does not com-
mit to vote against cuts regardless of 
what party they belong to.

As we go to press there are ten 
days remaining in this contest. 
Whatever happens next, the situa-
tion that existed before the general 
election has been overturned and 
the angry millions who stayed away 
can start to glimpse how they could 
win a political voice. 

That will take a battle and the So-
cialist Party is ready to fight along-
side them for an independent work-
ing class political voice to take on 
the austerity mongers.

values of the party. Acting leader 
Harriet Harman said: “Those peo-
ple who don’t support the aims and 
values of the Labour party are not 
entitled to vote. We will continue 
the process of verification right up 
until the last minute.” Among those 
denied a vote are PCS civil service 
union general secretary Mark Ser-
wotka and comedian Mark Steel on 
the basis that they have opposed La-

bour’s right-wing agenda.
However such is the 

enthusiasm for Corbyn 
that even this giant purge 
seems unlikely to succeed. 
As the Labour right-wing 
faces the prospect of a 
Corbyn victory a fight has 
broken out among its chief 
protagonists over who is to 
blame. Miliband’s Collins 
review which removed the 
trade unions – the organ-
ised working class voice 
– from the selection pro-
cess was supported by all 
the Labour ‘modernisers’. 

New Labour had become a reliable 
party for the capitalist class - but 
that is now under threat.

Blair
In February 2014 Blair said: “It is 
a long overdue reform that… was 
something I should have done my-
self.” Now he is ranting in the Ob-
server as he tries to come to grips 
with the processes in play. He ad-
mits: “people like me have a lot of 
thinking to do,” and “we don’t yet 
properly understand this. It is about 
to transform a political institution 
we spent our whole lives defending.” 
Those the gods wish to destroy, they 
first make mad.

In a very revealing article for the 
capitalists’ mouthpiece the Finan-
cial Times (FT) about Labour’s utter 
disdain for those who seek an anti-
austerity voice and the fear of that 
process taking place inside Labour, 
former business secretary Peter 
Mandelson wrote that: “Recovering 
control of our party will mean tight-
ening those rules again.” Too late the 
representatives of capitalism in La-
bour have realised that their chang-
es to the party leadership election 
process have allowed an opening 
for the very voices they wished to 
exclude.

‘Wilderness’
An FT editorial prefaced this with 
a warning to the capitalists. It ex-
plained that, while there is jubila-
tion among Tory MPs who believe, 
as most Labour MPs do, that a Cor-
byn victory will condemn Labour 
to decades in the wilderness, it also 
threatens to do “damage to the body 
politic”. Labour had been made safe 
as an opposition party that can be 
relied on to carry out the interests 
of capitalism for when the Tories’ 
attacks once again make them un-
electable.

It is absolutely clear that if Jeremy 
Corbyn wins, the right of the party 
with the full backing of the capital-
ist class will struggle to remove him. 
There have been some hints of how 
the right-wing will do it – they vary 
from voting through his removal by 
Christmas, to forcing him to sign up 
to a re-election process mid-way 
through the parliament, to isolating 
him. One method of ‘imprisoning’ 
him would be to reintroduce the 
method of shadow cabinet elec-
tion by the majority of Blairite MPs. 

Tony Blair: Tory 
infiltrator into 
Labour
photo Chatham 
House/Creative 
Commons

Young people 
enthused 
by Corbyn’s 
message 
literally hang 
out of the 
windows at 
rallies
photo Mark Best

56,000 
have been 
disqualified 
from voting. 
However 
such is the 
enthusiasm 
for Corbyn 
that even 
this giant 
purge 
seems 
unlikely to 
succeed

Corbyn Campaign
surges, purges and preparation
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Jeremy Corbyn addresses an earlier rally
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Workplace Workplace

 J Hungry for justice?
On 16 September the Bakers’ 
union are holding a Fast Food 
Rights National Organising Day 
hosted by the Trade Union Con-
gress. The organising day is an 
opportunity for fast food workers, 
union activists and community 
campaigners to find out more 
about the Fast Food Rights cam-
paign. See www.fastfoodrights.
wordpress.com for more.

 J Probation action
Unison members working for the 
National Probation Service in 
England and Wales will strike for 
a second time on 14 September. 
The three-hour strike will be 
followed by two and a half weeks 
of action short of strike, with 
members working strictly to their 
contracted hours.

 J Pay aspiration
On 1 September Aspire Hous-
ing maintenance workers in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, 
took strike action for the fifth 
time against plans to dismiss 
workers and re-engage them 
on worse terms and conditions. 
Please send messages of sup-
port to sbaker@ucatt.org.uk or by 
text to 07845893607

 J National Gallery
As the National Gallery strike 
goes past 70 days, Union rep 
Candy Udwin’s sacking is upheld 
but anti-privitisation petition tops 
120,000! Keep supporting the 
indefinite #NationalGallery strike.

[News in brief]

Aspire photo Andy Bentley

Read more 
online at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Rail and PCS strikers 
rally together in Swansea

Ronnie Job
Secretary, Swansea Trades Council 
and Socialist Party member

Swansea Socialist Party mem-
bers brought solidarity to 
picket lines at three Swansea 

workplaces on 29 August before 
joining an excellent rally of the RMT 
(transport workers union) and PCS 
(civil servants union) members on 
strike, co-ordinated by Swansea 
Trades Council.

RMT members who work for First 
Great Western (FGW) followed up 
their action on 22 August with a 
three-day strike over the August bank 
holiday weekend. FGW want to cut 
guards and buffet cars from trains. 

There were pickets out at the engi-
neering depot and at Swansea train 

station, which we joined. 
Addressing the rally, RMT branch 

secretary Owen Herbert pointed out 
that these proposed changes threat-
en the safety of passengers and the 
quality of service. 

Socialist Party member Ruth Wil-
liams offered her support to the 
strikers. She stressed the impor-
tance of keeping guards and other 
staff on trains for disabled people, 
as for many train travel would oth-
erwise become inaccessible. As the 
strikers’ banner puts it, “defend 
jobs, services and safety”.

Picket lines
Supporters of the PCS pickets at the 
DVLA (driver and vehicle licence 
agency) call centre far outnumbered 
those going into work. This was the 
second of three days of action for 

PCS members in DVLA over plans 
to reduce unsocial hours’ payments. 
Call Centre worker Steph Bennett, 
told the rally that managers drafted 
in to cover the strike will be strug-
gling during the action.

Swansea’s National Water-
front Museum was shut because 
of the continued strike action by 
PCS members at seven sites of 
Amgueddfa Cymru /National Muse-
ums of Wales. 

Museums strike
Here, management plan to get rid 
of unsocial hours’ payments al-
together. PCS Amgueddfa Cymru 
Branch Secretary, Peter Hill, ex-
plained that this would mean an 
effective 25% pay cut for some 
workers. Like all the strikers in 
each dispute, Peter stressed their 

determination of the strikers to see 
it through to the end.

The Tories and bosses may have 
thought that they would be in for 
an easy ride after winning the 
election but the determination 
of these and other strikers shows 
that they are mistaken. The votes 
for action in all three of these dis-
putes would have met the thresh-
olds proposed in the Tories’ new 
anti-strike bill. 

Strikers drew strength from each 
other and from the pledges of sup-
port from trade unionists and others 
who had come to offer solidarity. 
Everybody felt that the best chances 
of winning each dispute is if we all 
strike together.

Visteon tribute
After the strike rally Mike Gard, 
treasurer of the Swansea Visteon 
Pensioners Action Group, who 
successfully fought Fords to re-
cover stolen pensions for Visteon 
workers, presented a cheque for 
£1405.27 to the officers of the 
Trades Council.

Mike said: “We have wound up 
our campaign fund and our officers 
agreed to donate the final amount 
to Swansea Trades Council in rec-
ognition of the support they gave 
us during our long campaign. Alec 
Thraves, representing Swansea 
Trades Council, attended almost 
every meeting over five years as well 
as joining us in solidarity on our nu-
merous protests, lobbies and dem-
os. We felt this donation would help 
the Trades Council to assist other 
workers in struggle in the same way 
as they helped us”.

Swansea Trades Council strike rally 
photo Swansea Socialist Party

London tube workers 
force bosses to move
Tube unions RMT, TSSA and 

Unite suspended the 24-
hour strike action which was 

planned to start on the evenings 
of 25 and 27 August but they have 
made it clear to London Under-
ground (LU) the dispute remains 
ongoing. And, as we go to press, 
further strike action is planned for 8 
and 10 September.

Talks continue in the dispute over 
night-time tube working, which are 
making significant progress. The un-
ions and their members will decide 
if any new offer from LU is sufficient 
to settle but it’s clear that the action, 
that has already twice brought Lon-
don to a halt, has forced manage-
ment to move. Night Tube, which 
was due to start on 12 September, 
has now been delayed.

Unsocial hours
The dispute is over devastating in-
creases in unsocial working hours, 
hundreds of job cuts and attacks on 
pay and conditions. Unions have ac-
cepted night trains from the off, but 
warn management’s proposals will 
harm workers and safety. 

There has been overwhelming 
public support for previous strike 

action which now needs to be mo-
bilised with public meetings of tube 
workers, the wider union movement 
and the general public.

“Rock solid” strike
RMT General Secretary Mick Cash 
said: “I want to pay tribute to the 
union members who have remained 
united and rock solid throughout 
this dispute. It is their determina-

tion which forced LU to begin talk-
ing seriously and which has enabled 
us to make the progress that we 
have so far. Our dispute is not with 
the working class of London and the 
RMT is not opposed to Night Tube 
- providing it is introduced prop-
erly with safe and robust staffing 
arrangements which recognise the 
substantial extra pressures that this 
expansion will inevitably create.”

STRIKES GET RESULTS
Adrian O’Malley
Unison branch secretary, Mid 
Yorkshire Health (personal capacity)

The threat of 24-hour strike action 
by 50 biomedical scientists has 
forced a climbdown by Mid York-
shire Hospitals NHS Trust.

Unite members had already been 
out on four and 12-hour strikes and 
were going to be joined by eight 
Unison members for a further strike 
in a dispute over staff shortages and 
protection payments.

The Trust had reneged on a deal 
to pay two years’ protection for 
losses in pay during the introduc-
tion of a new rota to replace the ex-
isting on-call system. 

After failing to negotiate a new 
rota they attempted to impose one 
by dismissing and re-engaging the 
staff. This new rota had inadequate 
staffing levels and relied on exces-
sive amounts of overtime.

Last minute talks
During last minute talks the Trust 
agreed to back-pay the protection 
payments by 15 months and meet 
with staff to discuss and agree a new 
rota. If it cannot be agreed locally 
they have accepted that outside ex-
perts will be brought in and if extra 
staff are needed they will be bound 
by their findings.

This is a massive change in the 
Trust’s position which would not 
have been achieved without the 
threat of strike action by the staff.

Anti-union laws
It is also worth noting that both bal-
lots by Unite and Unison achieved 
the 50% yes votes needed for strike 
action to be taken under the Tories’ 
new anti-union laws. It shows that 
whatever obstacles they put in our 
way, a determined workforce that 
is prepared to take action can get 
results.

The workers have suspended their 
action while discussions over the 
staffing take place. A separate bal-
lot of around 20 medical laboratory 
assistants belonging to Unison over 
the same issues starts today. 

It has been made clear to the 
Trust that if progress is not made in 
introducing safe staffing levels then 
the rolling programme of strikes will 
continue.

INDESIT STRIKERS 
DETERMINED TO PRESS ON 
FOR ACCEPTABLE DEAL
Hugh Caffrey
Socialist Party, North West region

“Fat cats 22%, workers 1.5%!” A 
striker’s placard on the picket line 
at Indesit’s Old Trafford depot in 
Greater Manchester sums up why 
they are on strike. Indeed, it sums 
up the chasm in society between 
the handful at the top, enriching 
themselves, and the overwhelm-
ing majority below, who are told 
to be content with pennies or a few 
pounds at best. 

Unite members working for 
white-goods company Indesit have 
held a national strike four days in 
the last two weeks. An overwhelm-
ingly solid strike by drivers and 
warehouse workers has made it 
clear that management’s 1.5% pay 
offer is nowhere near enough, es-
pecially after years of 0% or 1% 
‘rises’. 

Company directors
Money is not a problem for Indesit, 
bought for £557 million by multi-
national giant Whirlpool last year. 
Company directors already on six-
figure salaries have had a 22% pay 

rise, while senior directors got a re-
ported 29% rise! But none of these 
riches are on offer to those who ac-
tually do the work.

Sites across Britain have been 
brought to a standstill by the action, 
while a huge backlog of work has 
built up.

Strikers made it clear to me that 
they are willing to continue their 
dispute until they receive an accept-
able pay offer. Solidarity from local 
trade union branches and trades 
councils has been warmly received 
and Socialist Party branches will 
continue to back the workers in eve-
ry way we can. 

Money is not a problem 
for Indesit whose 
directors, already on six-
figure salaries, have had 
a 22% pay rise

ROyAL MAIL wORKPLACE REP SACKED, REINSTATE JOhN NOw!

A CWU member

John Vasey, a CWU (postal work-
ers union) workplace rep at Royal 
Mail Delivery Office in Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire, was sacked on 
21 August on a charge connected 
with non-delivery of election ma-
terial.  

He had been removed from duty 

on 1 May during the general elec-
tion, and then suspended for three 
months.

All this occurred during the 
Royal Mail Revision, ongoing 
since the latter part of 2014, 
which has just resulted in Royal 
Mail decimating delivery jobs and 
conditions.

It is no coincidence that with John 
out of the way, the Wakefield office 
is increasingly run by a threatening 
management, placing unmanagea-
ble workloads on a reduced number 
of postal workers.

Stitch-up
Having 25 years’ service at Royal 
Mail, he has good support from 
the workforce in his battle for re-
instatement.  They understand that 
his dismissal is a stitch-up and his 
absence during suspension was 
used as a pretext to drive through 
cutbacks.  

The CWU is right behind him and 
the local National Shop Stewards 

Network has added their help.  Cur-
rently awaiting an appeal, his rein-
statement campaign is gathering 
pace.

 J Messages of protest
Messages of protest to Jon Millidge, 
Royal Mail Group HR Director, c/o 

Tallents House, South Gyle Cres-
cent, Edinburgh, EH12 9PB.
(Copies to Paul Clays, CWU Region-
al Secretary, 6 Concept Court, Ket-
tlestring Lane, Clifton Moor, YORK, 
YO30 4XF – e-mail: northeastre-
gion@cwu.org)
Also search for and like “Reinstate-
johnvasey” on Facebook.

Pay the rate construction 
protests continue on Teesside

Protests have continued at the 
Wilton complex in Teesside 

over pay. SITA Sembcorp have laid 
off workers and replaced them with 
contractors who employ workers 
paid less than trade union agreed 
rates.

Unite, GMB and UCATT have 
supported the construction work-
ers who have been campaigning for 
all workers at the site to be paid the 
same rate with the same terms and 
conditions. 

Promise
Teesside workers who managed to 
gain employment on the promise of 
two months work have been told, af-

ter three weeks working on the site, 
that there is not enough work and 
the first of these workers was made 
redundant on 14 August.

At the same time a further 15 to 
20 Eastern European workers have 
come onto the project and are being 
paid £5 per hour below the agreed 
rates for engineering construction 
workers.

This latest episode only galvanises 
the claims from the Teesside Con-
struction Committee that migrants 
are being exploited in the name of 
profit while local workers are being 
overlooked in one of the highest un-
employment areas in the UK.

Tony Seaman, a Unite activist, 

who has been involved in organis-
ing the protests has said: “We are 
protesting about the amount being 
paid to foreign workers on the job. 
There has been a perception that 
we are against foreign workers - we 
are not - we’re simply against the 
fact that we are told they are being 
paid less than nationally agreed 
rates.”

‘Race to the bottom’
The North East region of the Social-
ist Party are supporting the protests 
and demand an end to the ‘race to 
the bottom’ and trade union agreed 
jobs, pay and conditions for all 
workers.

Pay the rate protesters in Wilton, Teesside

CWU rep 
John Vasey

photo SP
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Fight
Youth

Young and angry? 

StudentS AttACKed from All SideS
Socialist Students marching for free education 

Join Youth Fight 
Austerity / Youth 
Fight for Jobs
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socialistudents.org.uk

AuSteritY

Like Socialist Students  on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter @socialistudents

Like Youth 
Fight for Jobs  

on Facebook 

Follow us 
on Twitter 

@youthfight4jobs

see 
youthfightforjobs.com

photo Socialist Party

photo Socialist Party

Helen Pattison
London Youth Fight Austerity 
organiser

Whether you are stud-
ying, working or un-
employed in Britain 
today, you come up 
against the Tories’ 

agenda. Austerity bites.
That’s why Youth Fight Austerity is 

getting organised against the weak 
Tory government who want to heap 
further misery on our generation. 
We were part of the crowd who ‘wel-
comed’ in the new Tory government 
with angry protests in central London 

and around the country.
Since the economic crisis, young 

people have faced a battering. When 
the crisis first hit, young people found 
themselves pushed out of work. 
Youth Fight for Jobs organised a re-
peat of the Jarrow march on its 75 an-
niversary. Unemployed campaigners 
marched hundreds of miles from Jar-
row to London, demanding the gov-
ernment stop the attacks on benefits 
and on services, and create jobs.

Zero-hour contracts
For those growing up in austerity Brit-
ain, stints of unemployment are the 
norm.   But casualisation, temporary, 
zero-hour contracts in low paid jobs 

with very few rights are also common. 
Rather than investing in public ser-
vices and creating jobs, governments 
and big business opted to reduce 
people’s rights at work. Using con-
tracts which offered employers ulti-
mate flexibility, millions of people get 
up every day and wait on the end of 
the phone for the possibility of work. 
Wages stay down while rents and the 
cost of living seem to be constantly on 
the rise. 

Now the task turns to tackling the 
Tory government and the new at-
tacks they want to heap on us. From 
the scrapping of housing benefit for 
18-21 years olds to the exclusion of 
under-25s from the new so called 
‘living wage,’ the budget represents 
a declaration of war by the Tories on 
youth. It’s time for a national fight 
back against the government.

Protest
The protests that have happened 
since the election show the enthusi-
asm we can bring to the movement. 
And protests are important, they pull 
us together against a common enemy 
and show the Tories that there will be 
resistance. As part of a wider strategy 
protest can help bring down govern-
ments. 

Ordinary people have a lot of 
strength when they fight together. 
There aren’t enough bankers or poli-
ticians to fill the roads in central Lon-
don but on the 20 June, hundreds of 
thousands of us did on the ‘end aus-
terity now’ demo. 

Strike
But people in their workplaces, or-
ganised together in a union are also 
extremely strong. The RMT (the un-
ion for London Underground and 
transport workers) can bring the city 
of London to a standstill and cost 
big business and capitalism huge 
amounts of money. For this reason 
the Tories are trying to limit trade un-
ion rights and stop them taking strike 
action.

Victory
Young people have used similar 
methods to the trade union move-
ment when organising in schools, 
colleges and universities. Students at 
Prendergast School in South London 
organised huge protests against pri-
vatisation. They linked with parents 
and staff, who took strike action, to 
succesfully block plans to turn the 
school into an academy. Students 
stood on picket lines with the teach-
ers on strike days and protested on 
the days when school was open. It 
drew media attention and showed the 
school head that teachers, students 
and parents were united in opposi-
tion to academy status. 

Students even held democratic bal-
lots on academy status when the head 
blocked a parent ballot. The student 
ballot saw nearly half of all students 
vote and 98% were against privatisa-
tion.

We need to fight on the political 
field too; it’s a lie that young people 

are apathetic. During the Scottish 
referendum on independence 16 and 
17 year olds were allowed to vote. 
There were record turnouts in that 
election which showed that 
when young people see the 
real impact they can have on a 
situation then we grasp it. The 
main parties though are pain-
fully similar, its understandable 
young people don’t bother to go 
out and vote for them. What is 
the point in going out to vote for 
the Labour Party if it isn’t even 
going to oppose the welfare bill? 
It abstained, gaining its MPs the 
nickname of ‘Lab-stainers’. 

Enthusiasm
Yet many of the people who 
didn’t vote Labour in the last elec-
tion have now signed up to vote for 
Jeremy Corbyn in the Labour lead-
ership election. When there are po-
litical parties or leaders who show a 
lead in the fight against austerity or 
campaigns such as at Prendergast 
School, young people have demon-
strated they can play a vital role.

 Through Youth Fight Austerity we 
can make our own links with those 
who are also fighting the Tory attacks 
such as the National Shop Stewards 

Network, who will be lobbying the 
Trade Union Congress in Brighton 
on 13 September, calling on it to take 
action against the Tories anti-trade 
union bill.

Colleges and universities are filled 
with people who can only remember 
austerity and crisis ridden capital-
ism, as do a huge chunk of low paid 
and exploited workers. This system 
has only ever failed our generation. If 

we want education, jobs and homes 
it means fighting for a different kind 
of system. Not one based on bigger 
profits for the 1% but one that meets 
the needs of the 99%. Socialism is the 
only alternative. We need campaigns 
and parties that are prepared to chal-
lenge a system that has demonstrated 
its unwillingness to afford us jobs, ed-
ucation and housing. We can’t afford 
that system.

Millions of 
people get 
up every 
day and 
wait on 
the end of 
the phone 
for the 
possibility 
of work

This 
system has 
only ever 
failed our 
generation

Dáire Mag Shamhráin
Socialist Party West London and 
sixth form student

The UK’s £75 billion deficit 
and £1.6 trillion debt were 
not caused by the disad-

vantaged, the poor, students or 
the working class, so why should 
we pay for a crisis we didn’t cre-
ate?

The Education Maintenance Al-
lowance (EMA) has been abolished 
in England. EMA was the grant 
paid to poorer students in further 
education. Former Liberal Demo-
crat MP Phil Willis, said: “There 
are significantly more important 
things to do with £20m than give 
young people a Christmas bonus.” 
But it was of great benefit to work-
ing and middle class families such 
as mine, who struggle despite both 
parents working. A BBC report 
suggested that even with the EMA, 
parents earning less than £30,000 a 
year still struggled to support teen-
agers enough to enable them to 
stay in education past 16.

Cuts
But this seems not to be enough 
for the Tory government, with 
the announcement of a 24% cut 
to the adult education budget in 
England. These cuts risk decimat-
ing further education provision, 
leaving new generations without. I 
myself am forced to look to Ireland 
for cheaper university fees, but this 
does not provide for accommoda-
tion or living costs.

Tutition fees
Because of tuition fees students 

can be left with debts of up to 
£40,000. This may be seen as man-
ageable by the Tories, but for stu-
dents starting work it will remain 
a worry for years, especially when 
it is difficult to find jobs that pay 
much.

Grants not loans
Students like myself with learn-
ing disabilities such as dyslexia 
are entitled to Disabled Students’ 
Allowance. But the Tories are also 
cutting this, placing the funding 
burden on individual students. 
These cuts will reduce access to 
higher education for students 
with disabilities thereby reducing 
the employment prospects for the 
disabled, and eventually leading to 
further inequality in society. These 
planned cuts face High Court scru-

tiny. But even without these cuts 
the inadequate loans would mean 
that disabled students would be 
left with even larger debts than 
other graduates at the start of their 
careers, making them more vul-
nerable.

Transport is a worry for young 
people as well. Where I live, Trans-
port for London is set to make 
£220m in cuts, so public transport 
becomes less reliable. Car insur-
ance can soar to levels of around 
£8,000 for young, new drivers.

Students and young people are 
threatened from all sides by this 
austerity assault. We need the 
trade unions, students and the 
working class to rally in support of 
student grants, not loans, and a so-
ciety that is run for the benefit of all 
and not the interests of a few.

After uni, student debt 
and tuition fees remain a 
worry for years, especially 
when it’s difficult to find 
jobs that pay much
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Crazy duplication
Isn’t the internet wonderful! You can 
get anything you want the next day. But 
the internet spawned a whole industry 
of logistics or delivery companies, who 
get the stuff to you. There are dozens of 
them – Yodel, DPD, Fed Ex, UPS, etc. All 
these companies tear up the tarmac, 
guzzling the gas, for each van to get 
100 or more parcels a day out.  
A friend living near a gated community 
saw two vans struggling to get access 

at the same time the other day – how 
crazy is that? A former City Link driver 
told me he had to lease the van and 
the hand-held gizmo from the company. 
He jacked it in last summer, before the 
company went bust at Christmas.
Insane, wasteful competition, and the 
living standards and lives of the driv-
ers and pickers crushed. New innova-
tive capitalism? Sounds like same old, 
same old.
I remember the nationalised British 
Rail and its nationalised subsidiary 
British Road Services, which delivered 
every parcel to your door. One delivery 
company, publicly owned. What’s wrong 
with that?
Paul Gerrard, Salford

Tories scared of unions
This government getting tough by bring-
ing in tighter strike rules is a paradoxi-

cal act. A bellicose front is often a de-
piction of covert weakness. Don’t be 
fooled, they are frightened to death of 
the full force of the trade unions. With 
such a small majority the Tories are well 
and truly there for the taking. 
Eric Thorpe, Salford

Boothroyd’s ‘bombshell’
Former right-wing Labour MP Baroness 
Boothroyd wrote in the Sunday Times 
that Labour is ‘galloping towards the 
precipice’ if Jeremy Corbyn clinches the 
leadership contest. The Baroness was a 
rabid supporter of the Kinnock-inspired 
witch-hunt of Liverpool councillors in 
the 1980s, including myself. 
She described me, without a shred of 
evidence, as a ‘bully boy’ and accused 
Corbyn supporters of ‘deluding a new 
generation’ with the same extremist 
‘claptrap’ that gripped the party 30 
years ago.
She has impeccable credentials as 
an establishment apparatchik, be-
ing elected as Speaker of the House 
of Commons by both Tory and Labour 
MPs in 1992, and currently enjoys the 
privileges and income of being a cross-
bencher in the House of Lords.
This latest addition to the anti-Corbyn 
clamour provides further evidence that 
he is genuinely reflecting the interests 
of the working class. 
Tony Mulhearn, Liverpool

Geoff Jones reviews the 
BBC4 TV programme Britain’s 
Nuclear Secrets - Inside 
Sellafield (on iPlayer until 10 
September)

In what was obviously intended 
as a positive story on the nuclear 
industry, respected physicist Jim 

Al-Khalili took a camera crew into 
the nuclear complex at Sellafield in 
Cumbria. Even though he supports 
nuclear power, what he showed was 
scary to say the least, while what he 
omitted was even worse.

Sellafield, originally called Wind-
scale, was set up in 1947 to produce 
plutonium to build the UK’s very 
own nuclear deterrent. Nuclear re-
actors for ‘peaceful’ electricity gen-
eration only arrived in 1956. How-
ever, by 1957 a massive fire in one 
Windscale reactor spewed radio-
active material over the surround-
ing countryside. The fire was men-
tioned, but not that this reactor still 
contains 15 tons of highly radioac-
tive material.

We were shown ‘storage ponds’, 
open ponds of water containing nu-
clear waste and radioactive sludge. 
In 50 years at least 21 serious inci-
dents have involved leakage of ra-

dioactive material. But even with 
perfect containment, radioactive 
waste remains highly dangerous for 
tens of thousands of years. 

One issue hardly got a mention 
– in the 1980s the government had 
the bright idea of reprocessing spent 
fuel from nuclear reactors around 
the world into usable reactor fuel. 
The Thermal Oxide Reprocessing 
Plant (THORP) facility finally came 
into operation in 1997 at a cost of 
£1.8 billion.  Other countries were 
happy to send us their old fuel rods, 
but not to take back the processed 
fuel – Sellafield became the world’s 
nuclear dustbin.

Reprocessed material is rendered 
into thousands of ‘stable’ glass disks, 
but these continue to generate heat  
and must be cooled. A safe long-
term solution is yet to be found.

What emerged from Al-Khalili’s 
account is that Sellafield is a long-
running disaster, costing over £12.6 
billion a year (not mentioned). In 
addition, the various schemes to 
‘clean up’ the site are projected to 
cost around £80 billion. Conclusion? 
Nuclear power as a source of energy 
is an expensive, dangerous dead end.

When Mansfield resident Roy 
Bainton sent £3 and applied 
to register as a Labour 
supporter, a Labour Party 
official turned him down. 
The official explained why 
prospective party members 
could be rejected.

“Not being on the electoral register, 
or having stood for another political 
party at the last general election, lo-
cal elections or European elections. 
People who nominated candidates 
for other parties at previous elec-
tions, and those who are known 
campaigners for, or members of, 
other parties.”

Roy says: “I belong in none of 

these categories. Having been a La-
bour voter and union member since 
1961, I voted Labour in every local 
and national election for 54 years. 

“I was briefly a Labour Party 
member in the 1980s. I left after 
Kinnock refused to attend a miners’ 
picket line, and would have in any 
case when they ditched Clause 4. 
In last May’s local council and may-
oral elections in Mansfield, I worked 
hard for Labour’s unsuccessful may-

oral candidate, Martin Lee. I wrote 
speeches, designed leaflets and ac-
tively campaigned for Labour on the 
street. 

“I’m an unrepentant, left-wing 
Socialist, but I always saw Labour, 
even under Blair, as a valid buffer 
against the increasing draconian 
nastiness of the ‘New’ Tories. I’m 72 
and still working. Will I ever vote La-
bour again? I doubt it. 

“Will this election end up as a fi-
asco? I suspect so. The current La-
bour Party is a very dark, sinister 
and corporate right-wing shambles. 
Hardie, Bevan and Attlee must be 
turning in their graves. Now, can I 
have my £3 back? Oh, sorry - I forgot 
- that doesn’t happen under capital-
ism, does it.”

TV review:
A dangerous dead end

Rejected by LabouR buReaucRats
BRAND NEW 
EDITION OF 
Cuba: Socialism 
& democracy
by Peter Taaffe

Available from Left Books, 
PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789 
www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk

Can I have my £3 back?

SPECIAL OFFER: just £7 including p&p if 
you buy before the end of September

Physicist Jim Al-Khalili 

Aftermath of 1957 fire at Sellafied (then Windscale)

What he showed was 
scary - what he omitted 
was even worse.
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The contraction of the Chi-
nese stock exchange has 
sparked justified fears that 
the world economy could 
be in for a repetition at a 

certain stage of a crisis with similar 
effects to the 2007/2008 catas-
trophe. The Chinese government 
spent $200 billion trying to prop up 
the market after the worst fall since 
2007. The Shanghai Composite In-
dex dropped 8.5% in one day.

The repercussions of China’s 
“black Monday” reverberated 
around the world with huge swings 
in the world’s stock exchanges. £74 
billion was wiped off the stock mar-
ket in Britain. Lawrence Summers, 
former US Treasury secretary, tweet-
ed “we could be in early stage of a 
very serious situation.” 

The devaluation of the yuan, while 
not by a huge amount, raised fears 
of the possibility at some stage of 
currency wars with China’s competi-
tors. 

The Chinese economy is 15% of 
world production, but has contribut-
ed up to half of the world’s economic 
growth in the last few years. Even be-
fore this latest crisis, the slowdown 
in Chinese growth rates compared 
to recent years has had a severe 
impact - especially on the world’s 
‘emerging markets’.

They have seen their commod-
ity export markets savagely cut and 
face protracted crises, with big po-
litical repercussions shaking govern-
ments in Africa, Asia and in particu-
lar Latin America. 

Repercussions
For example Dilma Rousseff, re-
elected president of Brazil less 
than a year ago, now has only 
8% support in the polls and 
faces mass protests as a 
result of the economic cri-
sis there. There are calls for 
her impeachment, especially 
from the right.

The Chi-
nese stock 
exchange 
is unlike any 

other in the world. It is an attempt 
by the state to tap into the savings 
of the Chinese people, mostly the 
‘middle class’, to try to continue fi-
nancing growth in order to stave off 
political upheaval, even revolution. 
This has now blown up in its face. 

The effort to bolster the stock mar-
ket with huge government buyouts 
has failed and the worry now is, as 
the Guardian said, “China sneezes 
and the West faces up to an empty 
medicine cabinet”. 

In other words the weapons that 
world governments had to amelio-
rate the crisis of 2007 have now 
been mostly used up. 

For example, vast amounts of 
money - quantitative easing - were 
pumped into the world’s economy 
by governments following the 2008 
crisis. But while this led to booming 
stock exchanges it did not lead to a 
strong recovery in the real economy. 

Interest rates have flatlined and 
there is generally little scope for cut-
ting them around the world to boost 
investment. They are scratching 
their heads to work out what to do 
if the bottom falls out of the world 
economy again.

Repeat crisis?
China partially overcame the crisis 
of 2007/2008 by building up debt. 
This more than quadrupled over the 
last seven years. There were 28 mil-
lion unemployed in China in 2007. If 
this had continued to rise it would 
have had revolutionary implications. 

Action by the state meant that 
huge investment was ploughed into 
the economy. Investment reached 
44% of the national income in 2014, 

resulting in massive overcapac-
ity. World demand levels were 

too low to absorb China’s 
capacity. So its latest strat-
egy has been to stimulate 
domestic consumption. 

Will the latest 
developments re-

sult in a new 
2 0 0 7 / 2 0 0 8 ?  
Probably not in 
the short term. 

Capitalism is a blind system, and 
elements of a new crisis are already 
there - debt is still being piled up. 
We are already in a “psychological 
downturn” according to one analyst, 
with a real fear for the future among 
the world’s capitalists.

But the Chinese regime will not 
want to allow the bottom to fall out 
of the economy. It will probably again 
resort to the piling up of debt, kick-
ing the can further down the road. 
Therefore there is unlikely to be an 
immediate crisis like 2007. 

Although the real Chinese growth 
rate (still officially 7%) is likely to be 
currently below 5% or even lower. 
This is well below the huge growth 
rates of the past.

These economic developments 
are not taking place in a vacuum. 
There is a background of protests, 
and more willingness by Chinese 
people to openly criticise the regime. 

In an expression of that, the head 
of a Shanghai exchange that trades 
in metals was captured by protesters 
and handed over to the police! 

The Tianjin explosion which killed 
114 people because of the unsafe 
storage of dangerous chemicals near 
residential areas provoked massive 
public anger. Any incident could trig-
ger mass protests.

What can be done to tackle the 
problems? In China the government 
can cut interest rates further. This is 
not an option elsewhere in the world 
as they are effectively zero. 

The US Treasury has in fact talked 
about raising interest rates. Larry 
Summers has argued against this. It 

could be a mistake along the lines of 
1937, when recovery from the great 
depression was choked off, threat-
ening a new downturn. 

This was avoided by the turn to 
military production with World War 
Two looming. 

The world economy is now like the 
Titanic without lifeboats. We are in 
a period of economic instability and 
low growth, which can for example 
throw Osborne’s spending plans 
awry.

Contagion
The Chinese regime has been able 
to survive the crises so far because 
of its peculiar character, with huge 
state involvement in the economy. 
However the slowdown in China has 
already produced a collapse in the 
emerging markets. 

It is only a matter of time before 
this is repeated in the advanced 
economies.

Symptomatic of the crisis are the 
huge cash piles sitting in the bank 
accounts of big companies. In the 
US between $1 trillion and $2 trillion 
of corporate profit is unused. Profits 
have not been invested in ‘growing’ 
the world’s economy. 

This alone shows the need for an 
alternative to capitalism. A demo-
cratic socialist planned economy 
can eliminate the chaos of capital-
ism with its ruinous cycle of boom 
and bust.

Turmoil in the world’s economy 
will mean political upheavals and a 
questioning of capitalism even be-
fore the next major economic crisis.

china crisis: What will this mean 
for the world economy?

The Chinese government spent $200 billion trying to prop up the market after the worst fall since 2007
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Health trusts told: ‘don’t fill posts’

The Tory government claims 

that NHS spending is protected 

from its multi-billion pound cuts 

in public services. However, so-

called ‘efficiency savings’ (ie cuts) of 

around £30 billion are being pushed 

through health trusts.
Monitor - the NHS regulator - has 

now told 46 health trusts in ‘deficit’ 

that their spending plans are “unaf-

fordable” and that only ‘essential’ 

posts should be staffed. In other 

words, make more cuts!

David Cameron’s insistence on 

the NHS providing a full service 

24/7, without investing extra re-

sources, will only compound the 

pressures on underpaid and over-

worked health staff.
Acute nursing shortages are al-

ready having a devastating effect on 

NHS patient care by forcing the clo-

sure of wards and beds in hospitals. 

Barts health trust (the largest in 

the country), for example, has been 

forced to close two theatres and two 

catheter labs at its new Heart Centre 

and axe 15% of hospital beds at the 

Smithfield site after admitting to a 

shortfall of 120 nurses. 

Overall, Barts, which runs five 

east London hospitals, has nearly 

1,200 vacancies - one in five of its 

nurses and midwives. 

This situation is a result of a £93 

million deficit caused by a rip-off 

Private Finance Initiative (PFI) con-

tract to redevelop the Royal London 

Hospital.
This privatisation measure is 

costing Barts £2 million a week to 

service, draining it of vitally needed 

resources. 
At the same time the PFI contract 

has, so far, made the private 

companies involved £150 million in 

profit.
PFI was introduced by the Tories 

but then rapidly expanded by 

Labour.
The establishment parties can’t 

be trusted to defend our vital health 

services. All of them have under-

mined the NHS while private com-

panies benefit.
It’s time to kick out these vultures 

and rebuild the NHS as a fully fund-

ed and democratically run health 

service.

Yet more evidence 
has revealed 
that the National 
Health Service 
(NHS) is 

buckling under the weight 

of spending cuts and 
privatisation costs.

stop
nhs
cuts

Hiroshima - 70 years on

Can a future nuclear conflict 
be avoided?
> Pages 14&15

Thousands attend Corbyn rallies
> Pages 8&9

Tories have no solution to migrant crisis

> Page 7
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Symptomatic of the 
crisis are the huge 
cash piles sitting in the 
bank accounts of big 
companies. In the US 
between $1 trillion and 
$2 trillion of corporate 
profit is unused

Larry Summers

Editorial
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Trotsky’s assassination
75 years ago 
(21 August 
1940) the 
greatest living 
revolutionary 
of the time, 
Leon Trotsky - 
an implacable 
opponent of 
both capitalism 
and totalitarian 
Stalinism - was 
murdered 
by Josef 
Stalin’s hit 
man, Ramon 
Mercader. 

The Committee for a Workers’ International (CWI), re-publishes an 
article on the subject from 2010 by Peter Taaffe (general secretary of 
the Socialist Party, England and Wales). See www.socialistworld.net 

Zimmerwald Conference 1915
Lessons for the socialist movement - 
then and now

Advances and retreats, 
victories and defeats, 
have characterised the 
history of the socialist 
and workers’ movement. 

This year’s U-turn by the Syriza 
leadership in Greece - from 
opposing to implementing austerity 
- is not the first and, unfortunately, 
will not be the last example of 
‘socialist’ leaders who refuse to 
break with capitalism and instead 
end up implementing anti-working 
class policies.

Activists must learn politically 
and organisationally from these ex-
periences and use this understand-
ing to help the workers’ movement 
recover and move once again onto 
the offensive against capitalism.

By coincidence this is the 100th 
anniversary of a very significant step 
in the rebuilding of the socialist and 
workers’ movement after a much 
more serious defeat, the plunging of 
most of Europe into the murderous 
World War One. 

In early September 1915, 42 dele-
gates from eleven countries attend-
ed the first international conference 
of socialist parties and political cur-
rents opposed to that war. The con-
ference’s ‘Zimmerwald Manifesto’, 
drafted by Leon Trotsky, played an 
important part in helping to build 
the struggle against the pro-war 
leaders of most workers’ organisa-
tions, the war and the capitalist sys-
tem itself.

In August 1914, at the outbreak of 
war, the vast majority of socialist ac-

tivists were stunned when the lead-
ers of most of the socialist parties in 
the combatant countries supported 
‘their own’ ruling classes. They were 
shocked because up until then these 
parties, and the Second Internation-
al they belonged to, had repeatedly 
declared that they would not sup-
port such an inter-imperialist war. 

But instead, as war broke out a 
majority of leaders of the workers’ 
organisations on both sides rapidly 
moved to cooperate with their own 
capitalists. 

This capitulation mainly reflected 
the fact that these leaders had 
become absorbed within the 
capitalist system and had no 
desire to challenge it. (See ‘1914 
- The capitulation of the Second 
International’ www.socialistworld.
net/doc/6850)

Opposition
Despite the shock of official lead-
ers suddenly dumping the previous 
anti-war position, struggles broke 
out almost immediately as opposi-
tions, often initially small, strove to 
reverse the pro-war policy. 

The war had revealed how organi-
sations painfully built up to help 
emancipate the working class had, 
in the hands of pro-capitalist lead-
ers, become instruments to help 
the ruling class maintain their rule. 
The question was not just to change 
policy, but to remove pro-war lead-
ers and forge workers’ organisations 
seriously committed to ending capi-
talism and the repeated wars.

A sharp battle of ideas opened up. 
The workers’ movement in many 
countries had an internationalist 
tradition which made many anti-
war activists see their struggle as not 
just being against war, but as part 
of rebuilding an International that 
would fight capitalism. 

In this political battle Lenin and 
the Bolshevik party in Russia clearly 
argued for drawing both political 
and organisational conclusions 
from the August 1914 collapse. 

Politically this catastrophe flowed 
from an adaption to capitalism that 
led to the growth of pro-capitalist 
strata within the workers’ movement 
leadership. 

Principles
The ideological lines had to be very 
clearly drawn to establish a firm 
basis for rebuilding the workers’ 
movement. The Bolsheviks argued 
that a new International was needed, 
one that had learnt the lessons of the 
Second International’s collapse.

It was with these ideas that the 
Bolsheviks participated in moves 
to draw together the socialist oppo-
sition to the war and take concrete 
steps towards rebuilding the inter-
national movement. This included 
cooperating with other forces which 
did not really have a revolutionary 
opposition to war. 

In 1915 the Italian and Swiss so-

cialist parties called for an interna-
tional conference of socialist parties 
to reaffirm the principle of opposi-
tion to war. The resulting Zimmer-
wald conference was preceded by 
international anti-war meetings of 
socialist women and youth in March 
and April 1915 respectively.

Left resolution
The conference, made up of 
different political forces, saw sharp 
political debates. 

There was a right wing not want-
ing to condemn those socialist 
parties that had supported financ-
ing the war. And a Left, led by the 
Bolsheviks, that argued for a clear 
denunciation of those ‘socialist’ 
leaders supporting the war and for 
a “revolutionary struggle against 
capitalist governments”. 

This meant a complete break from 
both the pro-capitalist and hesitant 
‘centre’ currents in the workers’ 
movement and a determination to 
try to utilise the crisis caused by the 
war to end capitalism.

Although the Zimmerwald Left’s 
resolution was defeated, the Bolshe-
viks and the Left voted for the Con-
ference’s Manifesto because it was a 
“call to action”. 

The Manifesto had a big effect, 
despite the attempts to crush it. Its 
publication was banned in Austria-
Hungary, France, Germany and 
Russia. But this did not stop it be-
coming an important beacon of not 
just opposition to the war but of re-
building the international workers’ 
movement as a fighting, socialist 
force.

Within months it became a ral-
lying cry in the struggle against the 
pro-war and pro-capitalist forces.

The Zimmerwald conference was 
a stepping stone in the building 
of the worldwide revolutionary 
movement that followed World 
War One and the 1917 Russian 
revolution. A movement whose 
experiences provide important 
lessons for today’s activists 
struggling to end, once and for all, 
bloody capitalist rule. 

100 years ago, during the carnage of World War One, a small 
number of socialist delegates assembled at an anti-war 
conference in Zimmerwald, Switzerland. As Robert Bechert 
explains, it marked an important step in rebuilding the 
international workers’ movement that had been shattered 
by the earlier failure of the Second International of socialist 
parties to prevent world war.

The question was not just 
to change policy, but to 
remove pro-war leaders 
and forge workers’ 
organisations seriously 
committed to ending 
capitalism...

Co-leaders of the Russian Revolution - Lenin and Trotsky

The carnage of WW1 
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Anne Ullah Khan, a very dear 
friend and comrade, has died. 
Her health had been steadily 
declining for a number of years, 
and Anne spent long periods in 
hospital and, finally, a nursing 
home.

I first met Anne years ago. After 
the discussion she agreed to join 
the party with much laughter 
saying: “At last, now watch out!” 
From then on there was no hold-
ing her back. 

Unable to attend regular pub-
lic activities because of her dis-
ability she made up for that by 
always having copies of the So-
cialist with her and buttonholing 
anyone she thought might bene-
fit from reading it. That included 
anyone that might come to her 
home. 

Until quite recently she regu-

Chris Jackson

100 people came to the second pub-
lic consultation on the threatened 
closure of Broomhill Mental Health 
rehabilitation unit in Nottingham-
shire. Carers, service users and local 
people made knowledgeable, mov-
ing contributions.

Carers explained that Broomhill 
was a vital bridge between acute 
wards and community living.  One 
person said she had just been with 
her son who had written a suicide 
note because of his distress about 
the threatened closure. 

The Trust panel repeated their 
mantra that people want to be at 
home and could get care in the 

Fleetwood town council in Lanca-
shire unanimously voted on 25 Au-
gust to oppose the Halite company’s 
plans for gas storage at Preesall. The 
Tory government had approved 
Hailite’s plans despite massive local 
opposition.

Simon Roberts is a Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
councillor in Fleetwood and a So-
cialist Party member. Before the 
meeting where Hailite representa-
tives put their case, Simon called a 
public protest lobby, saying: “Resi-
dents objecting to this plan have my 
full support. The Tory government’s 
anti-democratic actions in impos-
ing this, will still be resisted.” 

Simon added: “I have opposed 

Lincolnshire
Save our SchoolS!

Fleetwood
council voteS againSt 
fracking planS

Nottinghamshire
Don’t close our 
mental health unit

larly attended the Socialist Party 
branch, making valuable contri-
butions every week. 

In hospital, a couple of years 
ago, Anne was visited by two con-
sultants. She asked them what 
they thought about the govern-
ment’s attitude to the NHS. They 
said they didn’t like it but what 
could they do? Anne produced 
a copy of the Socialist and said: 
“Read that. It’s contains all you 
need to know”, and sold them a 
copy!

Stories like this are very inspir-
ing and this was Anne’s great-
est contribution - her ability to 
set a fine example in all she did. 
She will be missed by her many 
friends inside and outside the 
party. Go well Anne.
David Rawlinson
Southampton Socialist Party

community as effective as Broom-
hill services. They even claimed that 
closing two out of six acute wards in 
Nottingham had had no detrimental 
effect on mental health provision! 

Gary Freeman, a member of 
the Unison union’s Health Service 
Group Executive, pointed out this 
cut would not be the last. When 
Cathy Meadows, a TUSC parliamen-
tary candidate in May’s election, 
called on the Trust to back the anti-
closure campaign and demand ad-
equate central government funding 
she got widespread support. 

The Friends of Broomhill cam-
paign now plan to approach the 
Scrutiny Committee, report to the 
consultation, and call for a protest 
against the closure.

fracking from the start with my col-
leagues in the local anti-fracking 
campaigns and was proud to be on 
the massive demonstration in Pres-
ton when the county council turned 
down Cuadrilla. The government 
are advocating the pursuit of profit 
with no regard to either democracy 
or the health risk to our community.

Public ownership
“Instead of fracking and unwanted 
gas storage schemes, as a socialist, 
I believe in investment into safe, 
clean renewable energy and 
public ownership of the energy 
companies, to bring down bills and 
enable a sustainable plan of energy 
generation.”

Elaine Smith
Former TUSC parliamentary 
candidate for Lincoln

Around 300 angry people attended 
a meeting in Mablethorpe, Lin-
colnshire recently, opposing propos-
als to close the town’s main school. 

Five years ago, when Tory con-
trolled Lincolnshire county coun-
cil pushed for wholesale academy 
conversion,  a successful campaign 
kept many schools within the local 
authority. Now, however, three of the 
four local secondary schools are con-
verting to academy status.

Mablethorpe has a high propor-
tion of social deprivation and Tenny-
son School was not seen to meet the 

‘standards’ required for an academy. 
Pupil numbers fell to a level where 
Tennyson school is now said to be 
no longer financially viable. Parents 
rightly feel this was the intention all 
along. 

Communities
Fortunately, these parents won’t sit 
back and let this happen. They be-
lieve schools belong to communities 
and closure would have a catastroph-
ic effect on the town and its future. 

The prospect of school closure 
has brought together a whole town 
to fight to keep its school. Parents 
are showing how, when organised, 
they are stronger. I am sure that Lin-
colnshire county council is not pre-
pared for this collective strength.

Anne’s 
greatest 
contribution 
was her 
ability to 
set a fine 
example in 
all she did

Donate today!
If you agree with what you read in the Socialist, consider 
making a donation to the Socialist Party’s fighting fund:

■ pay by card via 020 8988 8777 
or socialistparty.org.uk/donate

■ cheques payable to 
‘Socialist Party’,  
PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

North West 1,200 1,593 133%

West Midlands 2,100 2,197 105%

Southern 1,200 839 70%
Northern 600 394 66%

South West 1,400 732 52%

Wales 2,300 1,125 49%

Yorkshire 2,900 1,275 44%

East Midlands 1,600 680 42%

South East 750 256 34%

London 6,100 1,961 32%

Eastern 1,200 294 25%

England and Wales 3,650 218 6%

TOTAL 25,000 11,564 46%

     £ target   £ received            July to September 2015              Deadline 30 September 2015

Socialist Party Fighting Fund

Wakefield 
byelection

Dan Dearden has 
been nominated 
to stand again as 
the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) 
candidate in 
Pontefract North 
ward of Wakefield 
district council in 
a 24 September 
by-election.
The council 
recently approved 
some local frack-
ing explorations, 
and we aim for 
a high profile 
campaign and 
increasing the 
support for TUSC 
in Pontefract.

Mick Griffiths,
Wakefield  and  
Pontefract 
Socialist Party

On 4-5 August, protests were 
held in Whitechapel, east 
London, where a Jack the 
Ripper ‘museum’ is being 
opened. Dozens of activists 
and local residents protested 
with placards commemorat-
ing Jack the Ripper’s victims 
and also the women that 
made history in the area. 

Socialist Party members 
participated in these protests, 
distributing leaflets calling 
for Tower Hamlets council 
to close the museum imme-
diately. We said they should 
instead fight for the funding 
of the original intention, a real 
museum of women’s history.
Tower Hamlets Socialist Party

obituary
Anne Ullah Khan

photos Socialist Party



14 153-9 September 2015theSocialist 3-9 September 2015 theSocialist

International International

Ireland: Massive anti-water charges demo
On Saturday 29 August a massive protest against the imposition of 
water charges by the Fine Gail/Labour party governing coalition took 
place in Dublin, Ireland. Organisers say over 80,000 people participated.
Paul Murphy, Socialist Party member and Anti-Austerity Alliance TD 
(MP), said the turnout showed that the government is on the run over 
water charges and the boycott payment campaign.
A political vendetta by the establishment has meant that Paul along 
with other anti-water charge protesters, are facing criminal proceedings 
- including a ludicrous false imprisonment charge of the deputy prime 
minister - arising from a sit-down protest in Tallaght, south Dublin, last 
year. 
Now there are revelations about a spying operation led by the Garda 
Commissioner’s husband against anti-water charges protesters 
(‘Operation Mizen’).
And in a further attack on democratic rights, the AAA has been refused a 
permit for door to door collecting in Tallaght because: “The proceeds of 
the collection… would be used in such a manner as to encourage... the 
commission of an unlawful act”!

Lebanon: ‘Garbage demos’ shake ruling class
Interview with Tamer Mahdi, CWI member in Lebanon
“This issue has exposed the collusion between establishment parties 
and big business interests, and the rampant corruption underlying it. 
Those who suffer from this crisis are ordinary residents in the capital, 
Beirut, and other cities, since the rubbish has not been collected for 
weeks.”
Full interview and more reports on www.socialistworld.net

Hong Kong elections
Socialist Action (CWI in Hong Kong) members (above) campaigning for 
Sally Tang in upcoming District Council elections.

Per-Ake Westerlund,
Rattvisepartiet Socialisterna  
(CWI in Sweden)

The horrific bombing in 
Thailand’s capital Bang-
kok on 17 August killed 
20 people and seriously 
injured 125. Most of those 

killed and injured were tourists from 
other Asian countries. 

While no one has taken respon-
sibility for the bomb, the explosion 
could have big repercussions for 
both the ruling military junta and 
the country’s struggling economy. 

Despite the failure of the police 
to solve the investigation it hasn’t 
stopped the national police chief, 
General Somyot Poompanmoung, 
giving a £55,000 reward to his fellow 
police officers for the only arrest, 
so far, of an unnamed suspect. The 
general can afford it as he declared 
his assets at £7.5 million when ap-
pointed police chief after last year’s 
coup.

Central Bangkok has not experi-
enced any similar bomb attack be-
fore. It does not have the trademark 
of the Muslim/Malay separatists of 
southern Thailand, who have never 
attacked Bangkok. The bomb has 
caused widespread fear and specu-
lation. A second bomb on Tuesday, 
at another skytrain station close to 
the river, however, was smaller and 
did not injure anyone. 

The bomb explosion came a week 
after the military stated its goal of 
keeping power for as long as pos-
sible. And, at the same time, the 

country’s economy has been hit 
by the devaluations of the Chinese 
yuan currency. However, terrorism 

is no solution but will be used as an 
excuse by the state for tightening 
measures that can be used against 
genuine oppositionists. 

Military junta 
Prime Minister and General, Prayut 
Chan-o-cha, has been the de-facto 
dictator of Thailand since May 2014. 
Anyone doubting that can just read 
the Bangkok Post or follow any me-
dia in the country to see his picture 
everywhere. He will now use the 
attack to strengthen the grip of the 
military, calling it “the worst in-
cident that has ever happened in 
Thailand”. 

Since the military coup last year, 
the junta - the National Council for 
Peace and Order (NCPO) - has ar-
rested more than 1,000 politicians 
and activists. Most of them are from 

the formerly ruling Pheu Thai Party. 
All protests and political meetings 
are illegal. 

In late June, 14 students were ar-
rested for holding a rally at their uni-
versity, against military rule. They 
were charged with breaking the ban 
on political gatherings and held in 
prison, waiting for a military court 
trial. However, the Prayut regime, 
offered “talks” with the students in 
order to stem further protests.

Prayut told the Bangkok Post that 
he wanted the protest to stop “be-
cause he feels uncomfortable seeing 
them face legal action”! This threat, 
combined with a “check to see if 
political groups are behind it”, was 
used to put pressure on the families 
of the students. 

Originally, the junta stated there 
would be new elections this year, 
2015. They were then moved to 
2016, and now they are supposed to 
take place in 2017. 

It also clear that Prayut has a ‘road 
map’ that will ‘guide’ any incoming 
civilian government. The draft char-
ter for a new constitution includes 
making “populism” illegal and hav-
ing a Senate dominated by non-
elected senators. 

In addition, the Constitution 
Drafting Committee recently pro-
posed a “special crisis committee” 
to oversee the constitution and its 
so-called reforms. “The panel, com-
prised of the PM, House and Senate 
Speaker, leaders of the armed forces 
and police chief among others, will 
remain in place for five years after 
the charter is promulgated.” (Bang-
kok Post, 17 August). 

Thailand: Bomb explosion 
kills twenty in Bangkok 
Country plagued by military 
junta and economic downturn

Political parties 
Over the last decade, Thai politics 
have been dominated by the strug-
gle between two parties - Pheu Thai 
and the Democrats. 

Pheu Thai was founded by the 
telecoms billionaire, Thaksin Shi-
nawatra, who won elections on pop-
ulist policies such as cheap loans, 
subsidies and an increased mini-
mum wage. Through this, he won 
a stronghold in the populous rural 
parts in the north of the country. 

Thaksin was overthrown by the 
military in 2006. The military, the 
monarchy and the Democrats, sup-
ported by a big share of the national 
capitalists, thought he had ‘gone too 
far’. 

In 2010, violent street clashes 
took place between supporters of 
Pheu Thai - the ‘red shirts’ - and 
Democrats - the ‘yellow shirts’. The 
military intervened heavily against 
the red shirts, and more the 100 
demonstrators were killed. The slo-
gans of the red shirts were for equal-
ity and democracy. 

The Pheu Thai Party continued 
to win elections after the junta had 
resigned in 2011. With Thaksin in 
exile, his sister Yingluck Shinawatra 
became Prime Minister until the 
new junta’s coup last year. The Dem-
ocrat Party supported the coup, and 
as in 2006, the US administration 
seemed supportive or at least was 
consulted. 

Since the coup, the Pheu Thai 
Party, has adjusted itself to the mili-
tary. The ‘road map’ of Prayut wants 

a “reconciliation government”, with 
both parties. The two parties have 

also supported delaying elec-
tions for at least two years and 

a referendum to legitimise 
the new constitution. 

Economy 
The military junta has acted 
to reverse “populism” and 
step up capitalist neoliber-
alism. In June, Prayut stat-

ed that the free health care 
which Thaksin implemented 

in 2001 was “too costly”. 
The scheme covers 47 million 

Thais, two-thirds of the population, 
who pay only 30 baht (less than 
one euro) when visiting a doctor. 
Already, the junta has abolished 
subsidies on rice and gas. The mini-
mum wage has been frozen. 

These measures, however, have 
not led to increased growth. Instead, 
one result has been a cut in domes-
tic demand. The pattern is similar to 
many other emerging markets. 

The baht currency has lost value 
as capital has left the country, main-

ly because of the expected increase 
in US interest rates. The central bank 
responded with two cuts to interest 
rates in April, but the economy is 
still in technical deflation (falling 
prices). 

The official prognosis for growth 
has been cut several times this year, 
from 3.8% to 2.7%. The central bank 
estimates exports will drop by 3.5% 
in 2015. The recent devaluation of 
the Chinese yuan will increase the 
pressure on the economy further. 

The bombing in Bangkok threat-
ens to have a big economic impact. 
Tourism accounts for 10% of the 

country’s economy, and has been 
even more important, in the context 
of a falling currency. There are defi-
nitely fears in Thailand of another 
Asian crisis as in 1997, when the 
country’s economy was severely hit. 

It remains to be seen who was 
behind the bomb attack in Bang-
kok. Some suspicion is said to have 
fallen on expatriate Uighurs or their 
sympathisers. More than 100 were 
recently accused of being terrorists 
and deported to China. 

However, the situation in Thai-
land shows the urgent need for a 
political party that fights for workers 
and poor people. Global capitalism 
and the present military rulers have 
only new crises in store. 

Politically active workers and stu-
dents in Thailand should study the 
history of previous struggles, and 
aim to form their own political voice 
with a socialist programme. 

The CWI has raised these de-
mands for Thailand: 

 � No to terrorism; yes to mass 
struggle 

 � For a united struggle of work-
ers, poor farmers, students and 
other oppressed people 

 � No to the rule of generals; end 
the monarchy 

 � Organise the election of a genu-
ine, representative revolutionary 
constituent assembly 

 � For the building of a mass work-
ers’ and poor farmers’ party fight-
ing for a majority government 

 � Trade union rights for the 
armed forces rank and file - win 
poor soldiers to the struggles of 
working people 

 �  Full rights for the oppressed 
Muslim population in the South of 
Thailand and all other minorities 

 � No to neoliberal policies. For 
democratic public ownership of 
major industries, large private 
landholdings and banks 

 � For an economy planned to 
meet the needs of the working 
people and poor farmers, under 
the democratic control and man-
agement of elected committees 
from the working class and small 
farmers 

 � For a socialist Thailand, as part 
of a socialist federation through-
out South East Asia 

PuBLIC SErvICES 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘Free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on 
an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with 
low rents. 

WOrK AND INCOME
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

ENvIrONMENT
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

rIGHTS
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, sex, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

NEW MASS WOrKErS’ PArTy 
 �For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 

 �Trade unions to disaffiliate from the 
Labour Party now and aid the building 
of a new workers’ party! Support the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
as an important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTErNATIONALISM
 �No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:

Investigators comb the scene of the bomb blast

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 

to unite the working class and oppressed 

peoples against global capitalism and to 

fight for a socialist world.

www.socialistworld.net

Anti-coup protesters clash 
with military in May 2014

PM general Prayut

The situation in Thailand 
shows the urgent need 
for a political party that 
fights for workers and 
poor people
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KILL THE BILL!

NSSN public rally and lobby of  
TUC Congress in Brighton
Speakers to include: 
 Mark Serwotka, PCS general secretary  
 MICk CaSh, rMt general secretary
 Matt wraCk, FBU general secretary  
 roNNIe DraPer, BFawU general secretary
 SteVe GILLaN, Poa general secretary  
 DaVe warD, CwU general secretary
 SUZaNNe MUNa, Unite executive
1pm Sunday 13 September 
Charlotte Room in the Grand Hotel,  
97-99 King’s Rd BN1 2FW 
(next to the Brighton Conference Centre)

National Shop Stewards Network (NSSN) 
national chair Rob Williams explains 
why all trade unionists should come 
to the NSSN lobby of TUC Congress on 
13 September to build the pressure for 
mass action to defeat the Tories planned 
new anti-union laws. This in an edited 
version of the introduction to the new 
Socialist Party pamphlet ‘Kill the Bill’.

Cameron’s Trade Union Bill is an exten-
sion and deepening of Thatcher’s laws of 
the 1980s that were shamefully retained 

by the New Labour governments of Blair and 
Brown. 

They would also enshrine many of the attacks 
that the ConDem coalition carried out on the PCS 
civil service union, like cuts to facility time and 
the removal of check-off - the deduction of mem-
bers’ union subscriptions from salaries.

This bill’s main measures range from new 
tougher voting thresholds to effectively opening 
the way to criminalise union reps. The Tories are 
even weighing up forcing striking unions to give 
two weeks’ notice if they plan to campaign via so-
cial media! 

But attacks on the ability of workers to organise 
aren’t new. The basic right of workers to organise 
in a union had to be won against brutal assaults by 
the employers and their political representatives. 

There were massive battles and victories 
against the anti-union plans of firstly the 
Wilson Labour government and then Heath’s 
Tory administration. ‘Saltley Gate’ in 1972 saw 
tens of thousands of Birmingham engineering 
and car workers walk out to support striking 
miners. 

Militant (now Socialist Party) supporters 
in Birmingham played a key role in tipping 
off the National Union of Miners pickets in 
Birmingham that the Saltley works was being 
used as a collecting depot for “scab coal”. The 
mass mobilisation forced the police to close 
the depot.

24-hour general strike
After their defeat, the Tories planned revenge, es-
pecially on the miners. But Thatcher and her laws 
could have been defeated if the unions had called 
a 24-hour general strike.

The Socialist Party warns of the stiff challenge 
that faces the unions and the working-class 
now. But we are implacable in our optimism 
that with the correct strategy, the determina-
tion of millions of workers, mobilised and co-
ordinated in action the Trade Union Bill can be 
defeated and a new period of intense struggle 
will open up.

Come to the NSSN lobby – tell the TUC it’s time 
to demonstrate and strike together!
Email us at info@shopstewards.net if you want 
to attend

www.shopstewards.net

Kill the Bill: defeat the 
Tories’ anti-union plans
a new Socialist Party pamphlet
£2.00
Available from Left Books
PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789 
www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk
Make cheques payable to ‘Socialist Books’

Join the National Shop 
Stewards Network lobby of 
TUC Congress
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