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Determined, inspired and ready 
to fight. Trade unionists, young peo-
ple, swelling the streets, looking for 
ideas, for strategies that can win.

The Tories call themselves the 
“workers’ party” while desecrating 
jobs. Let’s put them out of work.

They talk about freezing our 
grandparents by scuttling winter 
fuel allowance. They plan to knacker 

our doctors and nurses. They want 
to steal tax credits and benefits from 
young families.

Blitz
But we can end the Tory blitz. We 
can win back jobs and services. We 
can save our communities and fight 
for a future free from austerity’s 
misery.

We only need to make this mood 
into fighting action.

The Socialist says: build for 
coordinated, escalating strikes 
against cuts, sell-offs and anti-
union laws. Join the Socialist Party. 
Fight for socialism.

 � Demo report: see page 2
 � Unions fight back: pages 6 and 7

100,000 
marched 
in Man-

chester against 
Conservative 
conference on 
4 October.

After 100,000 march against Tory conference...

Formerly

LABOUR CONFERENCE
Right wing steps up attacks on  
Corbyn - organise to fight back!

> Editorial: page 4
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Amalia

Smug Tories discussed letting pen-
sioners die of cold to save cash at 
their Manchester conference.

The Taxypayers’ Alliance, a mali-
cious pro-Conservative think tank, 
wants to see older people freeze. Re-
search director Alex Wild says Tories 
should immediately cut winter fuel 
allowance.

“Some of the people... won’t be 
around to vote against you in the 
next election. So that’s just a practi-
cal point, and the other point is they 
might have forgotten by then.”

Former defence secretary Liam 
Fox enthusiastically echoed these 
points at the group’s Tory confer-
ence meeting.

Liam Fox? Whose wealth is esti-
mated around a million pounds? 
Who, we learned during the expens-
es scandal, claimed for his mortgage 
interest - as well as sums under a 
pound?

He once claimed 3p for a 100-yard 

Jackie Grunsell
NHS doctor

General practitioners (GPs) are be-
ing paid to reduce referrals to hospi-
tal in some areas.

This will cause shock and con-
cern. Patients trust their doctor to 
always act in their best interests - 
without gaining financially by deny-
ing access to specialist services.

‘Clinical commissioning groups’ 
(CCGs) led by clinical professionals 
took over planning local healthcare 
under the last government. This 
work was previously done by ad-
ministrators, leaving clinicians free 
to focus on patients. The change was 
central to Tory and Lib Dem NHS 
cuts.

Incentives
We were told CCGs would better ad-
vocate for patient care, putting GPs 
at the heart of decision making. Yet 
at least nine groups run schemes 
incentivising GPs to reduce referral 
rates!

In some cases this includes the 
aim of reducing two-week-wait fast-
track referrals for those with sus-
pected cancer.

GP leaders have called such 
schemes into question. They are 
damaging to the doctor-patient 

car journey he could have walked in 
under a minute! He also wants to cut 
free travel for older people, by the 
way.

Yes, this same Liam Fox is say-
ing pensioners should not be given 
winter fuel allowance. Because they 
might die anyway and not be around 
to vote next election.

Cold
Let’s keep them in the cold and give 
them a hand in that direction, eh 
Liam? 

I’m pretty sure your older family 
members can afford heating with-
out the allowance.

Outside the millionaires’ tiny, 
luxuriant world there’s many that 
can’t. It’s a matter of life and death, 
especially for those with more vul-
nerable health.

The Socialist Party campaigns to 
reverse all cuts to pensions and fuel 
allowances. Bring the energy com-
panies into public ownership under 
democratic control to stop price 
gouging!

relationship of trust.
Our budgets have been cut from 

every direction. Many GPs may be 
desperate for any additional fund-
ing - simply in order to maintain 
their service.

However, if patients feel blocked 
from seeing specialists for financial 
reasons, they will lose faith in their 
doctors. It’s one of the reasons the 
General Medical Council, the doc-
tors’ regulator, insists we must not 
receive any “inducement, gift or 
hospitality”.

If NHS resources were adequate 
to meet patients’ needs, these in-
centives would never have been 
considered.

Waste
Billions are wasted on privatisation 
schemes. Drug companies aren’t 
challenged for hugely inflated med-
ication prices. GPs spend valuable 
time re-analysing their referrals to 
decide whether they were ‘appropri-
ate’ or not.

The system needs turning on its 
head. The Socialist Party fights to re-
verse all NHS cuts and expand both 
clinical and support staff.

Have you got news  
for the ‘fishes’? Email  

editors@socialistparty.org.uk

tories: let pensioners freeze to 
death, they can’t vote us out then

nhs cutters pay doctors not to 
refer sick patients to hospitals100,000 march against tory cuts

 J Democracy hypocrisy
Conservatives refuse to let unions 
ballot members for strikes online, 
while also demanding higher turn-
outs. Prime Minister David Cameron 
says electronic voting is not “safe 
from fraud”.

But apparently it’s good enough 
for the Tories themselves. Their Lon-
don mayoral candidate, tax dodger 
Zac Goldsmith, was selected by an 
online ballot!

 J Jamaican jail insult
Workers in Jamaica are fuming 
after an outrageous offer made to 
the former British colony by David 
Cameron. He plans to boost the 
country’s infrastructure - by building 
it a jail to house Jamaicans con-
victed in Britain.

One caller interviewed on BBC 
Coventry and Warwickshire rightly 
declared this an “insult”. He said 
the pitiful £25 million offered 
should at least be used for schools 
and hospitals.

British capitalists have spent cen-
turies exploiting Jamaica for slaves 
and cheap labour.

 J #PrivetDrive
Renters were appalled - but not 
shocked - by a supposed London 
room listing on 30 September.

Twitter user Alex Lomax shared 
pics of a duvet and pillow spread 
in an under-stairs cupboard. The 
stated cost? A mere £500 a month.

It now seems this could have 
been a shrewd PR stunt rather 
than a real rental. But either way, it 
struck a chord with private tenants, 
especially in London.

Sheds, closets and hammocks 
in communal rooms are all real 
manifestations of the housing crisis. 
Meanwhile, ultra-capitalist tabloid 
City AM reports super-rich finance 
workers think nothing of £50,000-
plus deposits for luxury London 
rentals.

 � Read more about fighting the 
housing crisis on pages 8 and 9

Amount of net 
income tenants 
spend on rent - 
rising to 72% in 
London

Age the average 
person can 
afford to buy 
their first home 
in London

(TUC) called the demonstration 
under the banner “No to austerity 
- yes to workers’ rights”. Marchers 
showed yet again that an army is 
willing to fight, if only the generals 
will give a serious lead.

Manchester’s Labour council-
lors attacked Tory aus-
terity policies, despite 
consistently implement-
ing them. Only a year ago 
they stampeded towards 
the government’s bogus 
devolution deal: limited 
powers in return for mas-
sive extra cuts.

Meanwhile, massive 
enthusiasm was on show 
for any mention of fight-
ing back, striking or so-
cialism.

Len McCluskey, head 
of general union Unite, 
and Matt Wrack, gen-
eral secretary of the Fire Brigades 
Union, brought this out. Both 
promised to stand by workers in 
struggle despite the Tories’ anti-

democratic trade union bill. Len 
McCluskey said: “If that means 
taking us outside the law, then so 
be it”.

Fine words, which rightly were 
strongly applauded. But now we 
need a strategy for action.

Decisive industrial ac-
tion - co-ordinated and 
general strikes - can ‘kill 
the bill’ and bring down 
the Tories.

Strikes
Mick Cash, general sec-
retary of transport un-
ion RMT, said the trade 
union bill will “make us 
outlaws, and we will all 
be Robin Hoods.” 

Robin Hood hit the 
sheriff’s profits with bow 
and arrow. We can hit 
back at Tory poverty de-

niers with strikes.
On 2 November, the TUC lob-

bies parliament. The unions must 
build to make that a mass dem-

onstration, piling pressure on 
leaders to step up the fight.

If TUC officials won’t lead, 
then the left-wing union lead-
ers must seize the time.

Working class people can’t 
just wait five years for a possi-
ble Labour victory. The attacks 
on our jobs, homes and servic-
es are happening now.

Mark Serwotka, head of pub-
lic sector union PCS, saluted 
the success of National Gallery 
strikers to massive applause.

That’s the spirit we must 
translate into strikes. Backed 
by further mass mobilisations, 
we can pitch the Tories back 
into the pig pen where they 
belong.

 � Socialist Party activists 
from up and down the country 
had a visible and energetic 
presence. We sold hundreds 
of copies of the Socialist, and 
raised over £700 in donations 
to our fighting fund.
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Thousands took 
Socialist Party 
leaflets
photo Sarah 
Sachs-Eldridge

Massive 
enthusiasm 
was on 
show 
for any 
mention 
of fighting 
back, 
striking or 
socialism
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“I’m 
minted” - 
Tory Zac 
Goldsmith

 � See 
page 7 for 
more on 
Sean Hoyle
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What’s your 
view? email:

editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Hugh Caffrey
Secretary, North West  
Socialist Party

100,000 people and thou-
sands of pig-themed objects 
marched through Manchester 
on Sunday 4 October to dem-
onstrate against Tory 
party conference.

Inspired by left wing-
er Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour 
leadership victory, big num-
bers arrived for their first ever 
protest. Energetic young peo-
ple and trade unionists eagerly 
took up Socialist Party plac-
ards, newspapers and leaflets.

Bold
Our bold and serious approach 
to organising in defence of trade 
unions and Corbyn’s anti-cuts 
stand was well received. Many 
marchers discussed with us 
and were keen to get involved.

The Trade Union Congress 
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RMT presidential candidate Sean Hoyle on the Socialist Party stage photo Nick Chaffey

photo Sarah Sachs-Eldridge

photo Sarah Sachs-Eldridgephoto Martin Powell-Davies

photo Sarah Wrack

photo Lenny Shail

Anti-cuts TUSC 
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What we think

‘no time to lose’ to organise 
movement against austerity

Editorial

“I can’t remember any other party conference 
where the leader has been so publicly repri-
manded by so many of his senior frontbench-
ers.” (Andrew Rawnsley, Observer)

There is a concerted attempt - not hidden or 
kept secret - by Labour’s right, cheered on by the poi-
sonous capitalist media, to completely undermine the 
effects of Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership victory and what 
it represents. Mass rejection of austerity was widely ech-
oed at the massive TUC demonstration in Manchester at 
the weekend (see page 2).

This was preceded by an angry march of junior doc-
tors on Westminster days before, indicating that the 
circle of discontent with the government’s unremitting 
austerity agenda has spread from the working class to 
growing sections of the middle class. They also made up 
a lively contingent on the Manchester demonstration.

Anti-austerity
Corbyn was elected by a landslide which represented a 
stunning rejection of the policies of the undemocratic 
parliamentary cabal and their discredited Blairite poli-
cies. Even the Labour Party conference was not a true 
reflection of the new mood, particularly of the recent 
joiners.

Delegates to the conference were elected before the 
leadership contest. Just 7% of delegates voted to discuss 
the crucial issue of the renewal of Trident.

Yet even some of these became enthused as the con-
ference cheered every call to reject austerity. During the 
conference however, in what became a retreat a day, the 
radical anti-austerity policies of Corbyn were savaged 
and attacked by the Labour right in concert with the 
capitalist media.

Opposition to Nato, rejection of the brutal neo-liberal 
capitalist EU, nationalisation of the energy companies 
and railways, etc, must all be cast aside by Corbyn in the 
cause allegedly of ‘credibility’ and ‘electability’.

Tuition fees
Now, it seems, his pledge to abolish tuition 
fees has been transformed into just an ‘option’ 
by his shadow minister for higher education, 
Gordon Marsden. Yet this was a crucial fac-
tor in Corbyn’s leadership victory because of 
the enthusiasm among young people which it 
generated.

The parliamentary right hope to achieve 
this, through a ‘review’, not conducted by 
young people and new members. Instead, a 
Labour parliamentary clique will probably 
examine the proposal and no doubt conclude 
that this and many of Corbyn’s other pledges 
are ‘unaffordable’.

One issue upon which Corbyn intends to 
stand firm, it seems, is on opposition to the 
renewal of Trident, Britain’s bogus ‘independ-
ent nuclear deterrent’. This led to shrieks from the media 
that Corbyn ‘refuses to defend us, he won’t press the nu-
clear button’.

The Labour right weighed in, led by shadow ‘defence 
secretary’ Maria Eagle, her sister Angela, and Hilary 
Benn (whose late father Tony consistently opposed the 
acquisition and threatened use of nuclear weapons like 
Trident). Socialists and Marxists are not pacifists; they 
have always been prepared to defend the democratic 
rights of working people, if needs be with arms, against 

As we go to press nearly 
90,000 people have signed 
an online petition supporting 
industrial action by the British 
Medical Association, which is 
balloting junior doctors over 
changes to their contracts. 
Lively local protests have 
taken place and the junior 
doctors formed an impressive 
block on the 4 October anti-
austerity demonstration in 
Manchester. 
Below is an edited version 
of a Facebook post from one 
doctor which ‘went viral’.

I am a 35 year old surgeon in train-
ing. It is ten years since I graduated 
with two degrees after spending six 
years at university.

I have never taken a day off sick. 
I worked every day as normal 
throughout two pregnancies with-
out ever reducing hours (a mini-
mum of 60 hours a week).

Unfair
I returned to work full time between 
my two children to be allocated a 
hospital two hours’ drive from my 
house. I left my baby at 6am every 
day and got home at 8pm, except 
once a week when I did 24 hours on 
call. 

I attended training courses on 
maternity leave as it was easier 
than taking study leave from 
work when rotas are so difficult to 
cover. I am currently spending my 
second maternity leave studying 

Junior doctors campaign

Anger at sacrifices 
thrown back in our faces

the threat of fascism, whether in this country or from 
abroad.

Trident is not an ‘independent deterrent’. Its use is 
contingent on the US, in particular, giving permission 
and support. Moreover, it is a peashooter compared to 
the massive nuclear arsenals possessed by Russia and 

the US.
Also, with the diminished power of British 

imperialism many of the top military brass 
had concluded that the ‘country’ could no 
longer afford it. The £100 billion saved from 
scrapping Trident could make a significant 
dent in the savage austerity being meted out 
by the Tories.

Finger on the button?
Answer the fear that Trident workers will lose 
their jobs by proposing an alternative plan, 
along the lines of Lucas Aerospace workers in 
1976, guaranteeing all jobs while making so-
cially useful products.

The same approach should be adopted in 
relation to the economic and social disaster 

revealed in the collapse of what remains of the British 
steel industry on Teesside. This complex, with all the 
skills and experience of an educated workforce, should 
not be allowed to collapse.

It should be kept open through nationalisation, as the 
Tories were compelled to do by mass pressure in 1972 
with Rolls-Royce. The cruel indifference to the fate of 
thousands of workers on Teesside gives the lie to the 
claim of the Tories that they are now the real “workers’ 
party”.

Jeremy Corbyn’s pledge to abolish 
tuition fees was a crucial factor in his 
victory

Join the fightback!   Join the Socialists!
              www.socialistparty.org.uk                  020 8988 8777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

for compulsory self-funded £2,000 
exams.

This week I am teaching on a 
course in Surrey training junior doc-
tors (unpaid) while staying with my 
parents to save on childcare costs. 
I won’t see my husband all week 
because he is teaching on a similar 
course in Harrogate (also unpaid).

Protest
Other maternity leave activities have 
so far included interviewing pro-
spective medical students (unpaid) 
and being an examiner for medical 
student finals (unpaid). 

This is what the job involves and 
we accept that. We are not com-
plaining about the efforts we have 
made.

We are not asking for a pay rise. 
I understand we are well paid (al-
beit much less than doctors in many 

other countries). We care about the 
NHS and understand it is under-
resourced and we regularly provide 
unpaid service on the basis of good-
will alone.

Tories
But for the government to tell us that 
what we are worth is a compulsory 
increase in hours alongside a 30-
40% pay cut?

To know that next year many of us 
will be working more hours in the 
same jobs, unable to see our fami-
lies, yet unable to pay the mortgages 
on the family homes that we have 
carefully budgeted for?

To know that the new contract will 
undo progress for women in medi-
cine by penalising me financially if I 
choose to have another child? 

Now, for the first time, I am very, 
very angry. #ImInWorkJeremy 

Jeremy Corbyn at the Durham Miners’ Gala photo Paul Mattsson

Socialist Party member Zoe Brunswick leads the 
chants as junior doctors protest in Manchester
photo Bridget Pullen

Unite leader 
Len McCluskey 
has criticised 
Jeremy Corbyn’s 
opposition to 
Trident

However, they are only able to do this because the 
concept of a distinct workers’ party was undermined 
by right-wing Blairism. Osborne hopes to win over the 
‘strivers’ with his false proposals for a ‘living wage’ of £9 
an hour from next year onwards.

However, the Institute of Fiscal Studies has already 
torpedoed his schema by showing that what is given 
with the left hand will be taken back and more by the 
right - through the implementation of eye-watering tax 
credit cuts next year. The cuts proposed will reduce the 
income of families by up to £1,300 a year.

The fear of mass redundancies resulting from the im-
mediate scrapping of Trident undoubtedly prompted 
Paul Kenny of the GMB union and Len McCluskey of 
Unite to publicly oppose Corbyn on this issue. Kenny 
even opened the door to the right by suggesting that 
Corbyn could be removed as Labour leader.

There is a precedent for this in Labour history. 
Former Labour Party leader George Lansbury was 
removed in 1935 on the similar issue of peace and 
rearmament.

Attacked from the right
Len McCluskey hailed Jeremy Corbyn’s speech at the 
conference as ‘inspirational’. However, he lined up with 
Kenny on Newsnight, in opposition to the removal of 
Trident.

Trade union leaders have to defend their members’ 
jobs, he said. But ‘pragmatism’ is a catch-all phrase 
which has been used by right-wing trade union leaders 
to retreat and let their members down.

It can signal a reluctance to fight against a vicious 
class-based government by seeking a rapprochement 

with it. This while it is clearly still putting the boot into 
the working class.

There can be no compromise on crucial class issues 
like the anti-union bill. Therefore it is unfortunate that 
Len McCluskey indicated on the Andrew Marr TV pro-
gramme his preparedness to discuss with the govern-
ment on this issue, even accepting, it seems, a priori the 
50% limit on industrial ballots, so long as it is accompa-
nied with the introduction of online voting, votes in the 
workplace, etc.

It should be a cardinal principle of the labour move-
ment that the state - the capitalist state in this instance 
but all states - have no right to interfere and infringe on 
the democratic rights of trade unions.

Even if we had a socialist government tomorrow, 
the trade unions would both support this government 
but also maintain their independence from it. Prepare 
a programme of action, including a 24-hour general 
strike against the anti-union bill!

Trade unions
Len McCluskey was elected on a left platform and has 
backed workers who have gone on strike. However, along 
with other trade union leaders, he and Unite have dragged 
their feet on the issue of a new mass workers’ party.

The Corbyn surge reflected what has existed for a 
long time: a pronounced mood for change, indicated 
by the spontaneous 5,000-strong demonstration in 
Bristol just after the election and the huge turnout on 
the 20 June anti-austerity demo. This is as yet more of 
a mood, rather than an organised movement. It can 
dissipate if a huge potential force - outside and inside 
the Labour Party - is not forged to defend the radical 
agenda of Corbyn’s campaign.

There are some reports of a doubling of attendance 
at some Labour Party meetings. There are others which 
show that the right wing at local level is stubbornly ex-
cluding new members on the left who are looking to de-
velop the fight against austerity.

The Corbyn surge is a potential new mass party in for-
mation. It is not at all guaranteed it will succeed if the 
resistance from the right is not fought and defeated.

The massive cuts that are coming is the defining issue. 
Labour councillors should heed the words of John Mc-
Donnell at the Labour Party conference: “Austerity was a 
political choice not an economic necessity.”

Don’t implement cuts, draw up a needs budget. If a 
significant number of councils defy the government on 
this issue, they will receive mass backing.

This involves a movement embracing all left forces 
- including the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
and particularly the trade unions - seeking to give an 
organised expression to this movement. This should in-
clude, at local level, urgently convening conferences of 
all those who want to fight the cuts to discuss the way 
forward.

Events are moving rapidly, there is no time to lose.

Right wing step up campaign against Corbyn

News

The 
landslide 
Labour 
leadership 
election 
was a 
stunning 
rejection 
of  the 
discredited 
Blairites 
and pro-
austerity 
policies

8-14 October 2015theSocialist



6 78-14 October 2015theSocialist 8-14 October 2015 theSocialist

Workplace Workplace

 J Sick pay dispute
Unite members at Hackney 
APCOA took two days of strike 
action in August in protest at the 
refusal of the company to agree 
a sick pay scheme. A subsequent 
offer has been rejected by work-
ers as the deal would mean no 
company sick pay would be avail-
able for the first three days of ab-
scence. On the same afternoon 
as the offer was made, workers 
rejected it and voted to take five 
days of strike action commencing 
on 12 October. The anger at the 
offer intensified when it became 
clear that the employer is also 
cheating workers out of the Lon-
don living wage too. The workers 
and Unite are determined to win 
what would be a well deserved 
and vitally important victory.

 J Support for John Vasey
Leeds TUC unanimously passed 
the following: “Leeds TUC calls 
on Royal Mail to reinstate John 
Vasey, CWU workplace rep at 
Wakefield Delivery Office. We 
pledge to support the CWU Leeds 
No.1 Branch in its campaign on 
John’s behalf.”  John, a CWU 
postal rep in Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire has been sacked on 
what his work colleagues recog-
nise as stitched-up charges.

 J Kill the Bill lobby
Join the TUC and union members 
from all over the country com-
ing together to lobby and rally 
against the trade union bill on 
Monday 2 November 2015, Cen-
tral Hall, Westminster (rally) and 
the House of Commons (lobby of 
parliament). The rally will kick off 
at 1pm and the lobby at 2.30pm.

 J Junior doctors protest
Following the government’s 
announcment of a brutal new 
contract for junior doctors, 
protests have taken place up and 
down the country. On Saturday 
17 October, thousands are plan-
ning to attend a protest outside 
the Houses of Parliament from 
2pm to 6pm. The march, likely 
to be the most high-profile street 
action by doctors yet, follows a 
previous rally outside Downing 
Street on 28 September. For 
more on the the contract and 
protests see pages 5 and 16 and 
also issue 872 of the Socialist.

[News in brief]

Read more 
online at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Emotional and inspiring National 
Gallery strikers secure victory

At a packed, emotional 
union meeting, National 
Gallery strikers unani-
mously voted to back a 
deal that will see a pro-

tection of terms and conditions for 
PCS members at the National Gal-
lery and agency staff brought in by 
Securitas. The agreement, reached 
on 2 October, includes the reinstate-
ment of victimised union rep Candy 
Udwin and also retains recognition 
for the right of the union to negoti-
ate on all terms and conditions.

Attacks
This is a great victory for PCS as 
National Gallery bosses conceded 
almost all terms and conditions 
and it will be a great confidence 
boost to a union under attack by 
the government over the deduction 
of union subs and cuts in jobs and 
services.

The members, who first walked 
out in February over plans to pri-
vatise visitor and security services, 
took 109 days of strike action alto-
gether including walking out in-
definitely from 11 August. The cam-
paign included a demonstration in 
Trafalgar Square in May, which was 

mobilised for nationally by PCS, 
despite being under siege by the 
government. PCS also coordinated 
action with other unions and or-
ganised a march down Whitehall 
on budget day. 

Solidarity
Pickets throughout had good sup-

port from other trade unionists, 
members of the Socialist Party and 
the National Shop Stewards Net-
work who invited Candy Udwin 
to speak at its conference in July 
where a collection took place. Strik-
ers were welcomed back to work on 
5 October by a demonstration cel-
ebrating the victory and bringing 

further solidarity.
Though the strike did not stop 

the privatisation, it has secured a 
number of vital concessions that 
protect workers’ conditions and 
their union rights. 

The inspiring victory demon-
strates that strike action is effective 
and that strikes can win.

RMT PRESIDENT ELECTION: BACK SEAN HOYLE
Nick Chaffey
Socialist Party Southern region

The election for president of the 
RMT comes at a time of huge im-
portance for union members fac-
ing widespread attacks on pay, jobs 
and working conditions across the 
transport industry. It also comes at 
a time when growing anger and op-
position to these attacks is increas-
ing and members are looking for 
effective ways to fight back indus-
trially and politically.

Under the leadership of the late 
Bob Crow, the RMT gave a lead to 
its own members and the wider 
trade union and labour movement 
through militant trade unionism 
industrially and politically. The un-
ion championed the power of coor-
dinated action and backed the call 
for a 24-hour general strike against 
austerity in 2011. 

TUSC
It has also supported the need 
for working class political 
representation through the launch 
of the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) in 2010. These 
traditions were represented in 
the successful recent London 
Underground strikes blocking 
attempts to implement 24-hour 
working through cutting jobs, pay, 
terms and conditions.

In this year’s election, Ports-
mouth RMT member and TUSC 
supporter Sean Hoyle has emerged 
as the strongest left candidate, re-
ceiving 37 branch nominations, 
making him best placed to contin-

ue building a fighting, democratic, 
socialist trade union.

Sean has made clear his inten-
tion to continue the militant tra-
ditions of the RMT, “My goal is to 
represent the views of members 

and not to shrink from the fight to 
defend them.”  

“The McNulty report, commis-
sioned under Labour and being im-
plemented by the Tories, is a threat 
to 20,000 rail jobs and, in attacking 

the role of the train guard, public 
safety. Our union is the first and the 
last line of defence at sea fighting 
the scourge of poverty pay, in the 
offshore oil industry countering the 
cuts demanded by oil bosses in the 

wake of the oil price crash, on the 
roads where members face low pay, 
long hours and dangerous working 
conditions. Trade unions are under 
attack from the government and I 
want to ensure the RMT leads the 
fightback against the undemocratic 
anti-trade union laws.”

Sean backed the support given 
to Jeremy Corbyn from the RMT in 
his election as Labour leader but 
remains committed to ensuring the 
union only backs politicians who 
act in the interest of RMT mem-
bers. Speaking at the TUSC confer-
ence in September, Sean empha-
sised the central role the RMT and 
TUSC have played in making the 
case against all cuts.

Anti-union laws
In the months and years ahead the 
RMT must campaign for the ideas 
of generalised strike action against 
the proposed new anti-union laws 
and in defense of jobs and servic-
es. The Tory government is mak-
ing massive new cuts to transport 
spending and this threatens the 
jobs and working conditions of all 
RMT members. 

Sean Hoyle is committed to a 
militant industrial response to this 
threat. As RMT president he can 
play a vital role as we seek support 
for a coordinated fight against aus-
terity throughout the trade union 
movement.

We also advise that members 
backing Sean give their second 
preference to Glenroy Watson from 
London Underground, who was a 
TUSC candidate in last year’s Lon-
don council elections.

Steely anger in Redcar as plant is mothballed
North East Socialist Party

The last steel plant on Teesside, the 
second largest in Europe, is to be 
mothballed resulting in the loss of 
up 2,200 jobs.

The steelworks in Redcar is to stop 
production after nearly 100 years 
and steelworkers union Community 
are in talks with bosses of SSI, the 

company that 
operates the site. 

Protests took place on 24 Septem-
ber. At Middlesbrough football club’s 
home game on 27 September play-
ers warmed up in “Save Our Steel” 
t-shirts and sections of the crowd 
spelled out “SOS”.

Appeal
Despite this however, the govern-
ment has refused to step in and re-
jected a last-ditch appeal for finan-
cial help from the company itself.

The plant was publically owned 

and controlled before being priva-
tised by Thatcher in 1988 and has 
been threatened with jobs losses and 
closure ever since. The site stopped 
production in 2009, resulting in job 
losses. However, campaigning led to 
the plant being saved after previous 
owner Tata Steel felt the pressure.

Nationalisation
The Socialist Party calls on the gov-
ernment  to fully nationalise the 
plant, safeguarding the up to 9,000 
jobs that rely on the production of 
steel in the area. 

We also call on the trade unions 
that represent workers’ at the site to 
get behind the call for nationalisa-
tion and hold pickets and protests in 
support of this, to channel the anger 
that has swept the region since the 
announcement.

The whole of the trade union 
movement should support these 
workers and any action they take. 
If the government can bail out the 
banks then they can nationalise Red-
car steelworks, which is clearly in the 
public interest.

RMT at a TUC demo 
in 2012 and inset 
Sean Hoyle photo 
Suzanne Beishon

National Gallery 
strikers in February 
photo Paul Mattsson

No wage cuts! Fund equal pay in Derby
Charlie Taylor
Derby Socialist Party

After years of failing to pay  wom-
en  equally, Derby City Labour 
council’s pay review will see many 
women and some male council 
workers lose thousands of pounds 
from their annual pay. The council 
claims to be implementing ‘single 
status’ - equal pay - but instead 
they are stealing from some groups 
of workers (usually women!) to pay 
other groups.

As reported in the Derby Evening 
Telegraph one woman faces a cut 
of £16,000 and a couple who both 
work for the council will see their 
salaries collectively cut by £17,000. 
Changes to terms and conditions 
will mean 52 week contracts will 
be cut to term time only, with up to 
seven weeks loss in pay.

Workers pay
This is robbing Peter to pay Paul and 
as always it is the workers who are 
forced to pay. The council says it is 
a government-ordered review and 
they had no choice in the matter.

Where have we heard this be-
fore? The council says it has to im-
plement massive cuts to its services 
and there is nothing it can do. The 
council has given employees until 
2 January next year to sign up to 
the new contracts or face dismiss-
al. Some may be offered their jobs 
back but this would be on the infe-

rior terms and conditions.
This issue could potentially split 

workers unless the unions are pre-
pared to launch a determined cam-
paign around the call for ‘No wage 
cuts! Fund equal pay’. Up to this 
point Unison has advised its mem-
bers not to sign the new contracts 
in order to preserve their legal 
rights and are just advising workers 
to appeal against their individual 
contract decisions.

Negotiations
Unison should oppose pay cuts in 
the name of equality and link this 
to fighting the slaughter of our local 
jobs and services. Unison has been 
in negotiations with the council and 
now is the time to build on the anger 
and prepare for industrial action on 
this issue.

Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has called on Labour 
councils to fight austerity and 
to stand together. The Socialist 
Party, as part of Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), 
opposes all cuts to jobs and 
services and calls on councils to set 
needs budgets and to build a mass 
campaign demanding the shortfall 
be made up by central government. 
This call would receive as much 
tremendous support as the election 
of Corbyn on an anti-austerity 
programme.

Derby school support staff pro-
tested against pay cuts outside the 
council offices on 7 October.
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Fancy a mattress in a cupboard under 
the stairs in Clapham for £500 per 
month? Media reports like this one 
regularly grab the headlines. And 
if you did want that cupboard you 

would also need to find £60 a month for bills.  
Whatever the veracity of this story, behind 

these headlines tenants are being forced to 

live in worse conditions than they would have 
accepted in the past and to pay more for their 
housing. 

Three in ten privately rented homes are con-
sidered ‘non-decent’ and one in six are actually 
physically unsafe - even though councils have a 
legal obligation to correct hazards in the home. 

New legislation does give some formal 
protection against ‘revenge evictions’ when 
tenants complain. But landlords will use 
insecure tenancies to disguise revenge 

evictions. And the lack of alternatives on the 
market for tenants will make it hard for them 
to insist on better conditions. Of course council 
cuts reduce resources to help. 

As renters are forced to pay more of their in-
come on rent a new study has shown that up to 
half of people in London who rent their homes 
are living in poverty.

Rising house prices and insecure work have 
put the hope of owning a home out of reach - 
half of those renting in the UK despair of ever 
being able to afford a home of their own, ac-
cording to a recent survey. This is not surprising 
when the proportion of 25 to 34 year olds who 
own their homes has plummeted from 59% to 
36% in less than a decade.  

The gap between income and house prices 
has increased so much in the last 20 years that 

even in the most affordable regions of England 
and Wales buyers are forced to spend six times 
their income, according to analysis of Land Reg-
istry figures. 

The situation is most dire in the capital, where 
the median house now costs 12 times the medi-
an London income. The government’s so called 
‘help to buy’ policy has simply pushed up prices 
by helping banks to make loans; according to 
research it has added £8,250 to the price of an 
average house. 

Over the past year one in five working adults 
aged 20 to 34 has moved back in with their 
parents. A further 15% of this group has never 
moved out according to Shelter. 

The crisis has hit young people hardest but 
increasingly it is not just young people who are 
locked in to the private rented sector living in 
insecure flat shares. Between 2009 and 2014, the 
number of flat sharers aged between 35 and 44 
rose by 186%, according to Spareroom, the flat 
share website, while the number of sharers aged 
45 to 54 went up by 300%.

Housing minister Greg Clarke 
has made housing associations, 

(HAs) an offer they can’t refuse: they 
had to ‘voluntarily’ agree to ‘right 
to buy’ in exchange for which they 
escape the fate of nationalisation 
followed by privatisation. 

HAs house one in ten British 
households. They have built up huge 
assets with the help of years of pub-
lic investment but are controlled by 
unelected boards whose minutes are 
normally secret. 

The deadline for this acquies-
cence was just six working days from 
Clarke’s announcement. No time for 
consulting tenants and communities, 
and actually not enough time for their 
boards to consider the full implica-
tions. But the deal was brokered by 
their trade body, the National Hous-
ing Federation.  

The full implications are still 
emerging but it seems they will get 
greater ‘freedom’ from regulation, 
greater ability to choose their own 
tenants rather than taking tenants 
from needs-based local authority 
waiting lists, and more freedom to be-
have as fully commercial operations. 

Nationalisation?
But how did a Conservative 
government come to be threatening 
nationalisation?

The immediate cause was the pol-
icy of extending ‘right to buy’ to of-
ficially independent organisations. 
This triggered a review of the status of 
housing associations and their debts 
by the Office for National Statistics. 

At the first Prime Minister’s Ques-
tions with Jeremy Corbyn, Cameron 
was referring to associations as part 
of the public sector. That would mean 

that their outstanding debt of £60 bil-
lion would be added to the Public 
Sector Borrowing Requirement (the 
size of the government’s deficit). 

The ‘most obvious’ solution ac-
cording to the Policy Exchange think 
tank was to nationalise the housing 
association sector and then sell it off. 

In countries such as the Nether-
lands, Germany and Spain private 
equity funds such as ‘Terra Firma’ 
have created a whole new ‘asset class’ 

of former social rented housing. No 
doubt they would love to expand 
their UK investments. 

The National Housing Federation 
claims this deal as a triumph because 
it preserves the independence of as-
sociations. But it is at the price of 
collaborating in dismantling social 
housing. 

Associations are fighting for their 
right to manage the run down of so-
cial housing rather than let the pri-
vate equity vultures do it directly. 

What right do HA boards have to 
agree to sell off assets accumulated 
over the years by public investment? 
The ‘right to buy’ is to be funded by 
the forced sale of high value council 
homes on the open market. They are 
likely to be sold to existing landlords 
in high value areas. 

According to Shelter, in the top 
20 council areas that are going to be 
forced to sell most homes, almost 
160,000 households are currently 
waiting for a council home and over 
22,000 children are homeless in 
temporary accommodation. 

‘Affordable’
You might think there is a case for 
more social housing for them but the 
plan is for there to be less. There is a 
pledge for one-to-one replacement - 
although so far, despite earlier pledg-
es, ‘right to buy’ has only had 10% re-
placement at most.  

But there is no pledge to replace 
social housing in the same high val-
ue areas and the replacement does 
not have to be like for like. Rather 
than social rented housing it can be 
the much more expensive and miss 
named ‘affordable’ housing, which 
can include housing for sale.

Housing developments given per-
mission by local authorities on the 
basis that they were socially balanced 
with an agreed percentage of social 
rent will be transformed by the right 
to buy extension - and if associations 
are granted freedom to pick their 
own tenants that process can be 
exacerbated. 

Last year, Genesis Housing (a big 
London-based HA) sponsored a re-
port calling for the creation of ‘free’ 
associations; effectively fully priva-

tising and deregulating associations. 
The report was compiled with the as-
sistance of CEOs of other unnamed 
associations under ‘Chatham House 
rules’ (ie the source of that informa-
tion may not be explicitly or implicitly 
identified). 

This year Genesis announced they 
were pulling out of the development 
of social housing and reviewing the 
tenure of their existing stock. Other 
associations have announced that 
they are considering similar steps. 
When the Genesis boss was asked 
what would happen to the vulnerable 
he replied that it wasn’t his problem. 

The Labour front bench and local 
authority groups have opposed these 
steps and are looking at legal action. 
All legal routes should be explored 
but this should be firmly linked to a 
mass public campaign for more social 
housing and against profit driven 
landlordism. 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has promised 
a break with the housing polices of the es-

tablishment parties in recent years. He calls for 
more house building; rightly stating that there 
is no solution to the housing crisis that doesn’t 
start with a big programme of building council 
homes. 

He has promised rent control and an end to 
regeneration schemes that contribute to ‘social 
cleansing’ ie reducing social housing and push-
ing out working class people.

The policy document he produced on 
housing during the leadership campaign is 
strikingly different from Labour’s previous 
polices. It is similar to the policies of Unite, 
which were endorsed by Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) in the general election 
campaign earlier this year.  

Change
The hope for a change in housing conditions was 
an important factor mobilising people previously 
alienated from politics behind Corbyn’s leader-
ship campaign. 

What a contrast with what went before. The 
previous Labour leader Ed Miliband shrank 
from a commitment to reverse cuts in the social 
housing grant (cut from an inadequate £2.3 
billion to £1.1 billion by the last government), 
let alone advocate a massive council house 
building programme. 

Instead, Miliband offered only the weak-
est measures to address sky-rocketing private 
rents. Yet, after the election, Labour MPs drew 
the conclusion that Miliband had actually been 
too radical!

Chris Leslie, briefly shadow chancellor, rushed 
to say Labour would not support any form of rent 

control. He said it would make Labour look ‘anti-
business’. 

MPs like him still sit on Labour’s back bench-
es and even in the shadow cabinet. They are 
stunned by Corbyn’s victory and seek to under-
mine his polices.

Therefore we need a mass movement of trade 
unions, tenants’ groups and young people to 
fight for socialist housing polices.  

Labour’s current commitment to build 

100,000 social homes is an improvement on the 
recent past, though still not high in historic terms. 
Labour is right to say that investing in new homes 
would pay for itself over the long term. In fact it’s 
the lack of investment in house building behind 
the rise in house prices and rents. 

Shadow housing minister, John Healey, is re-
ported as refusing to be drawn on commitments 
to build social rented housing. But he is right to 
describe the “affordable rent product” - at up to 
80% of market rents - as a “linguistic con trick”.

He points out that government spending on 
housing benefit will be £120 billion over the 
next five years, almost £50 billion of which goes 
to private landlords. Meanwhile, investment 
funding in grants for building new affordable 
homes over the next five years will be little more 
than £5 billion.

We need real rent control that keeps rents at 
affordable levels, not just a control on the rate of 
increase as is sometimes suggested. 

Private tenants should get proper security and 
councils should start now by using the powers 
they have to stop dangerous conditions and 
profiteering. 

Investment
Corbyn has suggested measures such as ‘Peo-
ple’s Quantitative Easing’ (QE) to fund invest-
ment in housing and other pressing infrastruc-
ture projects. However, other Labour leadership 
candidates joined with the Tories in scaremon-
gering, denouncing this idea as ‘mad and dan-
gerous money printing’. 

In fact, successive Labour, Coalition and Tory 
governments have carried out massive QE to 
rescue the banks and capitalism. But instead of 
investing in socially useful projects the money 
remains locked up in the financial system. 

This lack in investment in infrastructure meant 
that in 2012-13 there was the lowest number of 
new housing starts since the 1920s!

Meanwhile the banks, et al, continue to play 
casino-like games and pay huge bonuses to their 
top executives. 

In contrast, millions of working class people 
are paying the price of this generosity to the cap-
italists through austerity, struggling to pay for a 
roof over their heads. 

Therefore any future pro-working class govern-
ment would be obliged to nationalise the banks 
to channel investment into housing and socially 
useful projects. 

Indeed, planning to meet the needs of the 
overwhelming majority in the country, and not 
the money making interests of the super-rich, 
requires major public ownership - including the 
giant construction companies - and democratic 
control of the main economic levers in society. 

Having a safe, secure and comfortable roof over your head should be a fundamental 
human right. But this is not the case for the majority under capitalism. The Socialist 
Party is campaigning now for the following policies:

 � Rent controls to stop excessive rents being charged 
and reduce the housing benefit bill

 � Increase the minimum wage to £10 an hour as a  
step toward a real living wage

 � An end to benefit caps and punitive benefit 
sanctions

 � Axing the ‘bedroom tax’ on social housing tenants 
 � A massive programme of council house building
 � Nationalisation of the major banks and giant 
construction companies to resource this housing 
programme

‘Right to buy’ and Housing Association privatisation

11,000 families in England and Wales were thrown out of their homes in the first 
three months of this year - a 51% increase compared to six years ago. 
The ever-dwindling numbers of affordable homes to buy or rent is behind the 
deepening housing crisis in the UK. Homeless charity Shelter found that 80% of 
homes nationally are unaffordable to the average income family, with only 43 
properties deemed genuinely affordable in London. But Tory government policies 
mean that one group of people - private landlords - are profiting from this misery. 
The 2015 Housing Bill, by extending social housing privatisation, will make 
matters worse. Unite the union housing branch chair and Socialist Party member 
Paul Kershaw, explains what policies are necessary to solve this crisis.

Private landlords enjoy a 
massive public subsidy; 
amounting to £27 billion 
a year, pocketing housing 
benefit and getting gener-
ous tax concessions - the 
equivalent of over £1,000 for 
every household

Pay to stay 
Households with earnings of over 
£30,000, or £40,000 in London will 
be forced to pay market rents for their 
social housing - or take up the ‘right to 
buy’. This policy will further reduce the 
stock of social housing and present 
families with impossible choices.
340,000 council tenants could be 
forced out of their homes under 
Chancellor Osborne’s plan.
Savills estimate 60.1% of the 27,108 
affected households in London will 
neither be able to afford market rent 
or be able to buy their house under 
the right to buy. In the East, South East 
and South West regions of England 
the figure is 49.1%, 43.4% and 26.6% 
respectively.

Rogue landlords in England 
are raking in £5.6 billion a 
year for 740,000 unsafe rented 
homes that fail to meet legal 
standards

126 MPs are landlords. 
17 London MPs own 
various properties 
worth over £100,000 
from which they earn 
in excess of £10,000 a 
year. 
Tory MP for Harrow 
East, Bob Blackman, 
has a buy-to-let 
portfolio of six 
properties in Welwyn 
Garden City jointly 
owned with his wife

The housing crisis  
- a crisis of the profit system

A roof over your head - or  
a mattress under the stairs?

As part of its extra £12 billion 
welfare budget cuts, the 
Tories have further capped 
support payments and ended 
the limited housing benefit 
currently available to under-
21s.

The govern-
ment’s so 
called ‘help 
to buy’ policy 
has simply 
pushed 
up prices 
by helping 
banks to 
make loans; 
according 
to research 
it has added 
£8,250 to 
the price of 
an average 
house

Lack of 
investment 
in infra-
structure 
meant that 
in 2012-13 
there was 
the lowest 
number of 
new housing 
starts since 
the 1920s!

A programme to build 
the homes we need

New Era estate tenants, with Russell 
Brand, successfully fought against 
‘social cleansing’  photo Paul Mattsson

photo Paul Mattsson
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It’s our NHS!
A recent public meeting about Hinching-
brooke Hospital, Cambridgeshire, (aban-
doned earlier this year by private man-
agement) was told that £15 million had 
been spent on agency staff, and at least 
one very seriously ill patient had been 
discharged late at night with inadequate 
arrangements for immediate care.
A large proportion of staff did not really 
want to work there and would not want 
to be in-patients there.There were also 
continuing problems with discharge to 
suitable care.
There is undoubtedly still a problem 
with highly-paid top-down management. 
The financial books need to be publicly 
opened in the NHS nationally and locally. 
It’s our NHS! NHS unions, especially 
Unison, need to campaign for demo-
cratic control and decision making in 
the NHS, and against the drugs compa-
nies and all the other rip-off merchants. 
Bob Cossey-Mowle

Agencies of poverty pay 
A friend of mine recently left a company 
he’d worked at as an agency worker for 
three years, earning less money and on 
an inferior contract than the ‘full time’ 
employees he was working alongside. 
During a workplace dispute last year 
the agency sent him a letter saying he 
must cross the picket line and work nor-
mally or never work for either the com-
pany or agency again.
As an agency worker he was also ex-
cluded from things such as timekeep-
ing bonuses. When he told the compa-
ny he’d found permanent employment 
elsewhere they said they might offer 
him a contract if he stayed.
But the lure of secure work with a new 
employer was too much and he left. 
At the end of his last 12-hour night 
shift, he went to shake the operation 
manager’s hand.
The manager refused, saying he’d 
dropped him in it! It seems three years 
exploitation isn’t enough.

These agencies use legal loopholes to 
get around the law. If there’s a job va-
cant then a person should be employed 
directly by that company, not through a 
third party that can undercut trade un-
ion agreed pay and conditions.
Mark Robertson
Unite Rep

Funny sort of anti-austerity
The ‘Green surge’ in members earlier 
this year ensured that the Green Party 
recently held what it said was its largest 
ever conference. Yet despite the events 
of the summer, the Green Party leader-
ship clearly hasn’t learnt the lessons of 
its leadership of Brighton council which 
saw them implementing austerity meas-
ures including attacks on workers’ pay.
In her speech to conference, Green 
leader Natalie Bennett called Syriza’s 
re-election “the future of politics in Eu-
rope”. Yet this new Syriza government 
will now be implementing the latest 
round of the Troika’s austerity demands 
in Greece.
It’s a funny sort of anti-austerity party 
that approves of the implementation of 
austerity!
Iain Dalton
Leeds

Award
In what we’re pretty sure is the first 
of its kind for the Socialist Party, 
Chesterfield branch member, Trevor 
Maris, who runs a micropub with 
colleagues Karen, Alun and Andrea, has 
scooped the prestigious Chesterfield 
Town Centre Pub of the Year award! Our 
congratulations to Trev.
If you’re in the area, look out for the 
Chesterfield Alehouse. A warm wel-
come, good beer and - on a Monday 
night - the Chesterfield Socialist Party 
branch meeting.
Dave Gorton
Chesterfield

Robin Clapp
South West Socialist Party

“We’ve got to stop talking about 
austerity. It doesn’t get us anywhere 
and it doesn’t mean anything.” La-
bour needs to boost its standing 
with business and reinforce trust 
in its economic competence. This 
must include a commitment to “ban 
the word austerity”.

The comments of a jaded jour-
nalist offering perjured counsel to 
Corbyn perhaps? Malicious advice 
from George Osborne, trying to talk 
up Britain’s supposed economic re-
covery at the new leader’s expense?

Tories in disguise
No. Here’s another clue: “I got it at 
all these hustings… often people 
coming up to me saying ‘oh you 
know, if only people had been anti-
austerity we would have won the 
election’. That’s bollocks. That’s not 
supported by the evidence. And the 
SNP didn’t win because of austerity 
– that again is a total myth.”

These are actually the words of 
diehard New Labour Exeter MP Ben 
Bradshaw reported in the Western 

Eric Segal
Folkestone Socialist Party

In the late 1980s the moves to bring 
in the Poll Tax, that provided a 
wealth transfusion to the rich from 
the poor, started. There were two ba-
sic strategies to beat this draconian 
legislation. The battle to defeat the 
anti-trade union bill should learn 
the lessons of this campaign.

...than break the poor
The first strategy called ‘Stop It’ was 
promoted by the then right wing 
leadership of the Labour Party and 
a motley group of supporters. It was 
designed to delay the legislation 
until the Labour government came 
over the hill to the rescue. It didn’t 
happen. 

The second strategy was summed 
up in the slogan “better to break 
the law than break the poor”. Many 
people, including 35 Militant 

KicK out the tory entryists 

Morning News on 30 September. 
Never mind Trojan horses in the 

Parliamentary Labour Party looking 
to overthrow Corbyn through devi-
ous displays of disloyalty.

Even Caesar’s assassins Cassius 
and Brutus showed more subtlety 
than Bradshaw’s guide to the art of 
political murder.

Jeremy Corbyn has been a spec-
tacular lightning rod for exposing all 
the pent-up fury at what the Tories 

have done to us since 2010. Brad-
shaw and his ilk have long aided and 
abetted Cameron’s war on the poor. 
Now he even seeks to deny that aus-
terity exists.

Jeremy Corbyn
What better argument for manda-
tory reselection of Labour MPs? 
Bradshaw and the local clique of 
councillors around him spent the 
last few weeks in their constituency 
bunker ruling out dozens of enthu-
siastic leadership voters.

These exclusions allegedly in-
clude people whose only crime was 
not to answer their door to a party 
canvasser last May and so could not 
be considered ‘one of us’.

Jeremy must give genuine social-
ists in the Labour Party the mecha-
nisms to kick the Tory entryists out 
once and for all!

Better to break the law…
(forerunner of the Socialist) 
supporters, went to prison for 
refusing to pay the Poll Tax. 

A mass democratic movement 
of 18 million people, led by 
Militant supporters, organised 
in the communities, trade union 
branches, street by street, workplace 
by workplace, defeated the 
Thatcher government and led to her 
resignation in 1990.

Tories attack workers
Under the cover of bringing the par-
ty into disrepute, Labour used our 
actions against the poll tax to expel 
many good socialists and activists 
from the Labour Party, opening it 
up for the right wing Blairites to take 
control. 

This anti-trade union bill, if en-
acted. aims to break organised op-
position to welfare and benefit cuts. 
It will let wages and pensions be cut 
to the bone. Better to break the law 
than break the poor!

Blairite Ben Bradshaw

Jeremy Corbyn speaks to striking workers at the National Gallery 

Mass movement needed to 
beat the Tories, then and now

 photo Steve Gardiner

Letters/Readers’ Comments

Bradshaw and the clique 
around him spent weeks 
in their constituency 
bunker ruling out dozens 
of enthusiastic Jeremy 
Corbyn voters

Follow us 
on Twitter 

@Socialist_Party
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Feature

Martin Powell-Davies
Lewisham National Union of 
Teachers secretary 

Hundreds of angry resi-
dents packed into the 
Honor Oak Communi-
ty Centre on 1 October 
to discuss the recent 

violent deaths of two teenagers on 
the Turnham estate in Lewisham, 
south London.

There was plenty of emotion on 
display, as well as anger - anger at 
the loss of life, at the lack of sup-
port for the family of local victim 
Shaquan, and at the pressures fac-
ing the local community as a whole.

Many different contributions 
were made from both invited speak-
ers and from people in the audi-
ence. Concerns about racism and 
about knife-crime among black 
youth in particular featured signifi-
cantly throughout the evening.

Poverty
Lee Jasper, opening the meeting, 
pointed to the racism still ingrained 
in our society evidenced by the 
disproportionately high levels of 
poverty and unemployment facing 
black communities. 

The mother of a black teenager 
shot at Streatham Ice Rink back 
in 2007 talked tearfully of the 
wasted lives of both the victims 
and the youth behind bars facing 

indeterminate sentences for ‘joint 
enterprise’.

A common theme raised was the 
decline in ‘social solidarity’, in op-
portunities for communities to work 
together, of the need for fathers to 
engage with their sons. However, 
some of the most powerful contri-
butions focused on the collective 
pressures on families struggling to 
make a living and to support their 
children while services were cut and 
real incomes were falling.

A young man, Marlon, delivered 
an angry diatribe to the local poli-
ticians on the panel, pointing to 
the cuts to Sure Start, Connexions 
and youth services. He complained 
about ‘gentrification’ and plans to 
build more housing on the estate, 
supposedly social housing but, as a 
young woman behind me shouted 
out, “it’s not affordable!” 

A young woman speaking on be-
half of Shaquan’s mother Sharon, 
pointed to the reality facing so many 
working parents, not least Sharon 
herself. 

Sharon hadn’t been able to stop to 
grieve; she had no choice but to car-
ry on working at her local hairdress-
ers to pay her rent. This is an estate 
where most people are in work, but 
where too many have to rely on food 
banks because of low pay. 

Turning to Lewisham cabinet 
member Janet Daby, who had 
offered little more than the need 
to ‘give youth wisdom’ and the 

importance of ‘Operation Black 
Vote’, the young woman said 
pointedly: “Why should we vote, 
when we don’t trust you?” adding, 
“why should youth talk to the police 
when they don’t trust them either?”

Change needed
Alienated and angry communities 
like this urgently need a party that 
can earn their trust by showing that 
it is genuinely prepared to fight pov-
erty and racism. Such a party would 
refuse to carry out Tory cuts, fight 
for a £10 an hour minimum wage 
and end the housing policies that 
are leading to the ‘social cleans-
ing’ of working class communities 
across London.

Will a Corbyn-led Labour provide 
that party? As things stand locally, 
it appears not. Councillors offered 
condolences and fine words but lit-
tle more. 

Newly-elected local Labour MP 
Vicky Foxcroft offered even less, 
replying to the young residents 
with the excuse that “the political 
reality is that it’s the Conservative 
government’s cuts”. That was met 
with shouts of derision and the MP 
sat down silently for the rest of the 
meeting.

A Lewisham council officer had 
earlier spoken to the meeting about 
what the council was doing to help 
with ‘crime reduction’. Yet, as part of 
the £40 million of cuts made last year, 
Lewisham council chopped £1 mil-

lion from its crime reduction budget! 
Worse, its report on one of those 

cuts spelt out bluntly what such 
a cut would mean to black youth 
in particular: “As young men from 
black and minority ethnic commu-
nities are over represented in the 
criminal justice system the impact 
there is likely to be increased.”

Not surprisingly, the officer also 
didn’t reveal the further ‘savings 
proposal’ to her service discussed 
at the previous night’s Mayor and 
cabinet meeting. It suggested a fur-
ther £2.5 million cut in the ‘Crime 
Reduction and Supporting People’ 
budget that will mean “reduced 
support for mental health, learning 
disability and single homeless cli-
ents” which might lead to “a rise in 
anti-social behaviour on the streets”. 
Their words, not mine! 

That’s just one cut among a further 
£45 million planned over the next 
two years - from a council budget 
that has already been slashed by 

£120 million (one-third) since 2010. 
That could include £300,000 further 
cuts to youth services.

However, it’s clear that trade un-
ionists and communities are getting 
prepared to fight those cuts. A lobby 
of the next Mayor and cabinet meet-
ing discussing the budget, on 9 De-
cember, is being planned. 

Fight the cuts
I hope the anger shown at the meet-
ing sent the politicians who attend-
ed home to think again about their 
role in passing on Tory cuts. 

Labour councillors can’t claim 
to stand against racism and pov-
erty while they preside over cuts to 
communities that already have their 
backs to the wall.

As the Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition (TUSC) and the Socialist 
Party have explained, Labour coun-
cillors could choose to lead a fight, 
instead of just meekly passing on 
cuts. If they did, they would get mas-
sive support - including from embit-
tered and embattled communities 
like those on the Turnham estate. 

Until 2010 the area was repre-
sented by Socialist Party councillors 
who voted against cuts and would 
have helped local people organise a 
campaign to fight for the resources 
necessary. TUSC reps have now 
written to the local councillors to 
open up a discussion about a needs 
budget for Lewisham.

Anger after violent youth deaths
Communities under pressure need 
public services - not council cuts 

Labour councillors can’t 
claim to stand against 
racism and poverty while 
they preside over cuts to 
communities

photo M Powell-Davies

Former Honor Oak (Telegraph Hill 
ward) Socialist Party councillor 
Chris Flood said: 
“Ian Page (fellow Socialist Party 
councillor) and I got to know 
Sharon (the victim’s mother) 
as we did some case work 
for her after the council had 
overcharged her for leasing her 
shop. Cheryl McLeod (TUSC 
candidate) and I went to see her 
after her son had been killed.
The Labour administration has 
axed many important local ser-
vices that have helped to reduce 
crime, especially youth crime, in 
our inner cities. 
Our councillors should be fighting 
and resisting these cuts to key 
services that hold communities 
together, instead of passing 
the government cuts on to poor 
communities and saying there is 
nothing they can do.
Jeremy (Corbyn) - you will have 
to go over the heads of some of 
these politicians who, unlike you, 
don’t see a need to resist auster-
ity. Work, I say, directly with the 
communities, like the residents 
of the Honor Oak estate, that are 
desperate to fight for their com-
munities and oppose austerity.”
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Labour-controlled Derbyshire County Council has failed its first post-
Corbyn test. Despite the council leader publicly declaring her support 
for Corbyn, the council voted to back its decision to decimate its school 
crossing patrol service, part of a £157 million cuts onslaught. Anti-cuts 
campaigners, including Lisa Blakemore, the recently elected Chester-
field TUSC secretary, have collected thousands of signatures from irate 
parents. Campaigners, including TUSC, will continue to build a mass 
campaign against the cuts.
Elaine Evans

North West 1,200 3,386 282%

West Midlands 2,100 3,792 181%

East Midlands 1,600 2,447 153%
Northern 600 778 130%

London 6,100 7,014 115%

Southern 1,200 1,331 111%

Eastern 1,200 1,287 107%

South West 1,400 1,424 102%

Wales 2,300 2,331 101%

Yorkshire 2,900 2,512 87%

South East 750 399 53%

England and Wales 3,650 722 20%

TOTAL 25,000 27,429 110%

£ target   £ received                          July to September 2015                  End of quarter totals

Socialist Party Fighting Fund

Cuts to school crossing supervision in Derbyshire

photo Elaine Evans

Donate today!
If you agree with what you read in the 
Socialist, consider making a donation to 
the Socialist Party’s fighting fund:

■ cheques payable to 
‘Socialist Party’, PO 
Box 24697, London 
E11 1YD

■ pay by card via 020 
8988 8777 
or socialistparty.org.uk/
donate

Leeds
At Leeds University, we signed up 81 con-
tacts, gave out 500 leaflets and sold ten 
copies of Socialist Students’ magazine 
Megaphone on just our first day! Social-
ist Students in Leeds had one of our best 
ever freshers interventions this year. 68 
people attended our first event of the 
year, a film showing of Pride. Ray Good-
speed, one of the founding members 
of Lesbians and Gays Support the Min-
ers (LGSM) spoke at the very successful 
event. There’s new enthusiasm for so-
cialist ideas among students and young 
people following the Labour leadership 
election victory of Jeremy Corbyn. Many 
students who joined our society said they 

were doing so because Socialist Stu-
dents stood head and shoulders above 
the other groups on campus. We’ve cam-
paigned against the student loan priva-
tisation, run campaigns against sexism 
and won the women’s rep position in 
Leeds Beckett Student Union. Now we’re 
leading the Leeds For Free Education 
campaign, which is organising a demon-
stration on 24 October. 
Mary Finch

Cardiff
Socialist Students made an appeal to 
Cardiff freshers to join the campaign to 
end the refugee crisis. Even the dazzling 
opportunities of freshers week couldn’t 
distract students from demonstrating 
their solidarity. The society set up cam-
paign stalls both inside and outside so-
cieties’ fairs and called on every student 
who walked past to sign the petition to 
defend the right to asylum. The generosity 
and solidarity that we tapped into shames 
the capitalist governments of Europe 
who have done everything in their power 
to block refugees from getting the help 
they need. £100 was contributed over the 
course of two days, helping to pay for ma-
terial to get the word out and other cam-
paign expenses. The outpouring of sympa-
thy has very clear, concrete aims - to fight 
to get the needs of desperate people what 
they need. But it also has another mean-
ing: it is a protest against a system that 
puts profits before the satisfaction of the 
basic needs of ordinary people. 
Ross Saunders

Swansea
Swansea Socialist Students kicked off 

the year with a successful stall at the 
student union’s freshers fair, the best for 
years. We spent two full days distribut-
ing over 750 leaflets, selling 46 copies 
of the Socialist, and signing up almost 
90 students. This was followed by a well-
attended meeting where we planned our 
first protest.
Gareth Bromhall

Sunderland
Four members of the Socialist Party at-
tended Sunderland University freshers 
fair. There was an enthusiastic interest 
in discussing the ideas of socialism as 

shown by the 62 who signed up to So-
cialist Students. Also, 26 copies of the 
Socialist were sold and many expressed 
an interest in joining the Socialist Party. 
We spoke to a Colombian student who 
signed our petition against tuition fees 
and couldn’t believe that a “rich coun-
try like Britain” charges its citizens for 
education, whereas in her “poor” home 
country she had completed two univer-
sity degrees free of charge.
Peter Rippon

Enthusiasm for socialism at freshers fairs
Leeds Pride showing

Cardiff

Swansea

Reading

Leeds to get ‘ethicaL’ Letting agency

Iain Dalton
Leeds Socialist Party and West 
Yorks TUSC convenor

In April campaigners put the argu-
ment to Leeds City Council that 
the answer to the housing crisis 
in Leeds would be a mass council 
house building programme and, 
as a more immediate measure, the 
setting up of a not-for-profit letting 
agency to deal with issues in the pri-
vate rented housing sector.

The council’s executive board 
considered this at its 23 September 
meeting.

Damning
The council’s response contains 
damning comments on the qual-
ity of some private rented proper-
ties. Government data shows that 

16% of private rented properties fail 
to meet basic legal standards and 
present “a severe threat to health or 
safety”. This is around 9,000 homes 
in Leeds.

But despite this low quality, rents 
are soaring. The average is £144 a 
week - more than the average mort-
gage repayment. 

The council talks about a range 
of actions to tackle the problems in 
private rented housing. Unfortu-
nately, its concept of an ‘ethical let-
tings agency’ differs somewhat from 
what Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) supporters have 
in mind.

The council intends to create a 
service for “property owners who 
have only one property”. While this 
would be a step forward, it is quite a 
limited letting service.

And the council has a wilful igno-

rance of the points we made about 
council house building. With a wait-
ing list of around 20,000, the coun-
cil’s current plans to build around 
1,000 new homes is a drop in the 
ocean, especially when some hous-
ing stock is being demolished to 
make way for them. 

PFI
Scandalously, the council is using 
rip-off Private Finance Initiatives to 
build these homes.

We will be continuing our cam-
paign and Leeds TUSC will be or-
ganising a lobby of the council ex-
ecutive which meets to consider this 
on 10 February 2016.

Read more 
online at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Bedroom tax 
protest in Leeds 
photo Leeds SP

Socialist 
Party 

Fighting Fund 
target smashed 

- report next 
week!
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Calling all anti-austerians, trade unionists, Corbynistas, soCialists 
and members of the 99%!   Calling all anti-austerians, trade 
unionists, Corbynistas, soCialists and members of the 99%!  Calling 
all anti-austerians, trade unionists, Corbynistas, soCialists and 
members of the 99%!  Calling all anti-austerians, trade unionists, 

socialism back on the agenda

a weekend of discussion and debate, 7 & 8 November, central London
■ 10% off tickets until 6 November ■ see www.socialism2015.net

now let’s fight for it!

*Draft agenda - subject to changes saturday afternoon sunday morning sunday afternoon

after the corbyn victory Counter-revolution against Corbyn - how 
do we resist?

labour's history - its role in workers’ 
struggle

What is the alternative to austerity? 
Corbynomics and marxism

socialism and revolution Could britain go socialist in our lifetime? socialism v anarchism greece: can left governments fight 
austerity?

trotskyism in the 21st 
century

new technology - capitalism's saviour or 
gravedigger?

the tasks for socialists
in greece

Who was leon trotsky?

marxism in our time historical materialism: how marxists 
understand society's changes

marxist economics: a user's guide is dialectical materialism relevant to the 
struggle for socialism today?

organising to resist fighting the tory 
warfare on welfare

When workers built new unions organising the unorganised

austerity britain our health versus their wealth
 - workers on the front line

how can we solve the housing crisis? education for the masses

lessons from when the 
working class beat the tories

Kill the bill - fighting the anti-union laws liverpool - a city that dared to fight 
thatcher

the great anti-poll tax movement: margaret 
thatcher and our part in her downfall

Fighting for liberation against 
oppression

are socialists feminists? Pride: class struggle and lgbt liberation #blacklivesmatter - ideas to arm the 
movement against racism

Ways of seeing bbC bias: mass media and the movement 
against austerity 

art and revolution

Worldwide fightback ireland: class war erupts scotland: one year on from the referendum sri lanka: is struggle on 
the horizon?

capitalism in crisis do you have to be red to be green? What programme should socialists put 
forward to defeat isis?

refugee crisis, 
immigration and solidarity

big brother is watching - why surveillance 
is mounting

eu - in or out? is another economic crisis on the cards?

Revolution and counter 
revolution

Cuba at a crossroads iyWm - building a youth resistance 
movement in Pakistan and britain

israel and Palestine - is there a solution?

13

Come to

Socialism2015
photo Paul Mattsson

Keynote speakers include:

Peter Taaffe

Hannah Sell

Jawad Ahmad
Mike Jackson

Former editor of Militant, the 
Marxist paper, expelled from 
Labour, now Socialist Party 
general secretary

Last Labour Party Young 
Socialists rep on the Labour 
National Executive, now Socialist 
Party deputy general secretary

Pakistani singer and activist in the 
International Youth and Workers 
Movement

Andros 
Payiatsos

Greek socialist at the forefront of rebuilding the 
resistance after Syriza backed down in the fight 
against the austerity of the 1% and the EU. 
Leading member of Xekinima, CWI in Greece

Paul 
Murphy

Prominent fighter in the mass 
campaign of non-payment of water 
charges in Ireland, now 
facing prosecution 
for peaceful 
protest. 
Socialist Party 
member and 
Anti-Austerity 
Alliance TD 
(Irish MP)

Lesbian and Gays Support 
the Miners secretary
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Austria: Socialists organise refugees’ solidarity…
On 3 October around 150,000 people filled the city centre of Vienna 
to fight for the rights of refugees. It was an unprecedented sign of 
solidarity and strength. SLP (CWI, Austria) had an awesome contingent, 
and brought dozens of students and parents from schools to the demo. 
A SLP member led a huge part of the demo from a truck, tirelessly 
agitating and spreading our ideas for hours, and receiving enthusiastic 
responses. 
See article - ‘Refugee crisis, solidarity and resistance’ by Sebastian Kugler, 
SLP on www.socialistworld.net

… and in Greece too
Xekinima (CWI, Greece) comrades are campaigning in solidarity with the 
refugees that arrive daily in Greece, organising help and local networks to 
deal with the situation. The response from the poorer neighbourhoods is 
very positive.

Brazil: ‘Yes to water! No to profits!’
Demonstration (above) in São Paulo against the sacking of more than 
600 workers from Sabesp (the water and sewage company), including 
LSR (CWI, Brazil) member Marzeni Pereira. 
The struggle is also for water rights for the people in the context of the 
worst water crisis in the history of the city. The demo was organised by 
the movement “Yes to Water! No to Profits!” (launched by LSR members) 
and the Roofless Workers Movement (MTST), with the support of other 
movements and trade union organisations.

Danny Byrne 
Committee for a Workers’  
International (CWI)

Catalan elections on 27 
September revealed a 
society virtually split 
down the middle on the 
question of independ-

ence from the Spanish state. 
These elections were billed as 

a “referendum” on Catalan inde-
pendence by Catalan President, 
Artur Mas. This call was made in 
the context of the Spanish state gov-
ernment’s repeated refusal to allow 
for an official independence refer-
endum, despite the growing mass 
movement over the last few years. 

The two biggest parties formally in 
favour of independence - CDC, the 
right-wing nationalist party of Mas 
himself, and the ERC (Republican 
Left, a ‘centre-left’ nationalist party) 
- formed a joint list called Junts pel 
Si (together for yes), fronted by both 
politicians and prominent members 
of civil society. 

Votes for this list - as well as votes 
for the radical left pro-independ-
ence party, CUP - were to be taken as 
yes votes. On the other hand, votes 
for the array of anti-independence 
parties were to be taken as no votes, 
with another broad left list, Catalu-
nya si que es pot (CSQP - Catalonia 
yes we can, involving Podemos and 
the Catalan branches of United Left) 
caught somewhere in between. 

Yes/No polarisation 
This laid the basis for a polarised 
campaign. Voter turnout was 77%, 
10% higher than the last Catalan 
elections, reflecting this polarisa-
tion and a sense of urgency among 
people to pronounce themselves on 
the question of independence. 

Rural Catalonia delivered a mas-
sive pro-independence majority 
in almost every area. On the other 
hand, Catalonia’s urban centres, in-
cluding the capital Barcelona, all fell 
short of 50% for the pro-independ-
ence parties. 

For the first time since the 
beginning of the current movement 
for independence, an element of 
polarisation linked to people’s 
origins - established Catalan comm-
unities or communities of families 
from other parts of the Spanish state 
- was visible, and to an extent played 
on, mostly by the ‘no’ parties. There 
was also an element of generational 
polarisation, with a large majority 
of young people in favour of 
independence. 

Junts pel Si won 39.5% of the votes 
and 62 seats - just short of the 64 
seats needed for an overall majority 

- while CUP won 8.2% and ten seats. 
The yes side thus won enough seats 
for an overall majority in parlia-
ment, although slightly under 50% 
of total votes cast. 

In reality, the main parties within 
the Junts pel Si list, while winning 
the elections, won fewer seats than 
they had done standing separately 
in the 2012 elections. The growth of 
the CUP - which tripled its number 
of seats - represents an important 
change in the situation, a radicali-
sation and shift to the left within an 
important section of pro-independ-
ence voters.

On the no side, the ruling Spanish 
People’s Party (PP) suffered a terri-
ble defeat, winning only 8.9% of the 
votes. It had stood arch-racist reac-
tionary, Xavier Albiol, as its candi-
date for President of Catalonia, in an 
attempt to shore up its support base 
among traditional right-wing voters, 
but even this had no effect. 

The party which ‘won’ the elec-
tions on the no side was Ciutadans, 
the new right-wing populist party, 

which tripled its seats becoming the 
second biggest party in the Catalan 
parliament.

Artur Mas and Junts pel Si have 
announced a plan to form a govern-
ment dedicated to executing a “pro-
cess” through which Catalonia will 
obtain independence from Spain, 
allegedly in 18 months’ time. 

However, whether this majority 
will be reflected in a new Catalan 
government following these elec-
tions is much less clear and straight-
forward. 

A joint ‘yes’ government would 
mean the anti-capitalist CUP doing 
a deal with the austerity-mongers 
of CDC and Mas, who implemented 
brutal measures in the first years of 
the crisis, even beyond those imple-
mented by the Madrid government. 

Another option would be the CUP, 
in opposition, voting to allow Mas to 
form a minority government and 
supporting the so-called process to-
wards independence from outside. 

Disappointment
The results for CSQP were more 
disappointing. They won eleven 
MPs, less than the results of the 
various component parts in the 
2012 elections. 

In the polarised atmosphere, 
their position was interpreted by the 
majority as a no position. This was 
added to by the fact that Podemos’ 
leaders such as Iglesias and Errejon 
personally argued clearly for a no 
position. 

This adds to the general troubles 
of Podemos on an all-Spain basis, 
seen to be generally in decline and 

Catalonia 
Pro-indePendence Parties 
win ‘referendum’ elections

falling in the polls, having moved 
further to the right.

Within the yes camp, vastly dif-
ferent political and class forces are 
represented. This has deep implica-
tions, not only for the class struggle 
on social and economic issues, but 
for democratic rights and for self-
determination. 

A cross-class yes camp based on 
the current balance of forces is nei-
ther desirable nor viable, and can 
only result in the betrayal of both 
the workers’ cause and the struggle 
for self-determination. 

Within a cross-class yes or indeed 
no campaign, the unemployed, ex-
ploited workers, oppressed women 
and minorities and the devastated 
middle classes, are expected to 
share political interests and ambi-
tions with those responsible for 
their suffering and the crisis ravag-
ing Catalan and Spanish society. 

Workers and youth - overwhelm-
ingly against austerity and for 
democratic rights - on either side 
have far more in common with each 
other than with the pro-capitalist 
politicians on either side. The way 
forward lies in independent work-
ing class unity and struggle, for an 
alternative to capitalism, national 
oppression and state repression. 

Class struggle
However, it is not only social and 
economic issues which make a 
cross-class movement for self-deter-
mination unviable. Class contradic-
tions and conflicts are fundamental 
to the question of how democratic 
rights, including national rights, can 
be won in the first place. 

The Catalan capitalist class has 
always been opposed to independ-
ence from Spain, and remains so. 
Throughout the election campaign, 
Catalan big businesses and banks 
joined their Spanish counterparts in 
coming out with threats and black-
mail against independence, remi-
niscent of ‘project fear’ during the 
Scottish independence referendum 
of 2014. 

The working class, youth and 
poor in Catalonia must therefore 

draw the conclusion that only their 
own forces can be relied upon in the 
fight for democratic rights and self-
determination. This means taking 
control of the movement out of the 
hands of political representatives of 
capitalism, such as Artur Mas. 

This requires the working class to 
be organised, united, and play an 
independent role, rather than trail-
ing the bourgeois leadership of one 
side or the other. 

Socialismo Revolucionario (SR, 
CWI in the Spanish state) called 
for a united left list in the elections, 
standing on the basis of a pro-
gramme to break with capitalism as 

the only way to achieve the demo-
cratic right of self-determination for 
Catalonia.

However, a united working class 
movement - also necessary on an 
all-Spain basis to struggle for the fall 
of the Rajoy government - cannot 
unite simply on the basis of ignoring 
or abstaining from the national de-
bate. The disappointing results 
for CSQP in these elections 
highlight the consequences 
of such an approach. 

As a starting point, SR 
argues that, as with all of 
the burning issues fac-
ing the working class 
movement, the national 
question is currently un-
solvable on the basis of 
the crisis-ridden capitalist 
system. 

Real democracy and a dig-
nified life for the people can 
only be achieved by tearing out 
the roots of the system - the capi-

talist ownership and control of the 
wealth of the peninsula’s nations. 
This means fighting for a socialist 
alternative of democratic public 
ownership of the wealth. 

Programme
On the basis of a socialist pro-
gramme to break with capitalism in 
Spain, a socialist Catalonia could be 
established, with full control over its 
own affairs, based on real workers’ 
democracy in the economy and in 
politics. This would guarantee full 
rights, including language rights, the 
right of dual citizenship and free-
dom of movement to all minorities. 

The common ownership and 
democratic control of the banks and 
key sectors of the economy would 
allow for the territorial boundaries 
of the Spanish state - until now held 
together by force and profits - to be 
determined on an equal and volun-
tary basis. 

A revolutionary congress of Ibe-
rian peoples could be formed to 
discuss and determine the future of 
each nation and the peninsula as a 
whole. 

Such a revolutionary change 
would also, of course, go far beyond 
the borders of the Spanish state. 
Within a socialist Europe and world, 
Catalonia and the other national 
peoples of the peninsula could take 
their place in a truly united nations. 

PuBLIC SeRVICeS 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘Free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, 
on an environmentally sustainable 
basis, to provide good quality homes 
with low rents. 

WORk AND INCOMe
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For 
an annual increase in the minimum 
wage linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘Workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union laws! 
For fighting trade unions, democrati-
cally controlled by their members.  
Full-time union officials to be regularly 
elected and receive no more than a 
worker’s wage. Support the National 
Shop Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

eNVIRONMeNT
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

RIGhTS
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, sex, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

NeW MASS WORkeRS’ PARTY 
 �For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. 

 �Trade unions to disaffiliate from the 
Labour Party now and aid the building 
of a new workers’ party! Support the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
as an important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTeRNATIONALISM
 �No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:

Right wing Catalan president Artur Mas rallies his pro-independence supporters  
photo creative commons

Pro-Catalan independence candidates of the Junts pel Si 
coalition (together for yes)  photo Creative Commons

A joint ‘yes’ government 
would mean the anti-
capitalist CUP doing a 
deal with the austerity-
mongers of CDC and Mas

The national question is 
currently unsolvable on 
the basis of the crisis-
ridden capitalist system

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 

to unite the working class and oppressed 

peoples against global capitalism and to 

fight for a socialist world.

www.socialistworld.net
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Matt Whale
Student nurse

Jeremy Hunt, the hated Tory 
health secretary, is under 
attack from the medical 
profession. He plans to ex-
haust and demoralise jun-

ior doctors with “unsafe and unfair” 
contract changes.

Meanwhile, a survey says around 
half of nurses are considering quit-
ting. And the government plans to 
make trainee nurses pay to work!

Tory plans for junior doctors - 
everyone below consultant level - 
are to redefine unsocial hours. Doc-
tors’ union BMA estimates that for 
some this could mean a 40% pay cut!

Doctors have come onto the 
streets. Thousands marched in Lon-
don and Manchester. The BMA is 
balloting members for strike action.

This isn’t just about money, 
though. The contract could see an 
end to safe working patterns, mean-
ing potential 90-hour weeks for doc-
tors. Under such a workload, there 
will be mistakes due to fatigue.

59% of nurses already feel they are 
too busy to give the level of care re-
quired. Bullying from management 
is commonplace.

Now the Tories are considering 
introducing tuition fees for nursing 
students - effectively charging them 
to work. Students graft on wards 
during training.

Student nurses are supposedly 
‘supernumerary’, meaning enough 
qualified practitioners are on duty 
without them. But cuts mean they 
are increasingly used to make up 
minimum numbers and carry out 
essential care.

There is an increase in the number 
of patients using the NHS. Yet there 
are recruitment freezes in most ar-
eas! The lessons of the Mid Staffs ca-
tastrophe have been ignored.

Hunt’s insulting claims that the 
NHS isn’t a 24-hour service have 
provoked huge anger. But it’s clear 
what the intent is. Stretch the NHS 
to breaking point, and then sell it off 
to private companies.

The Socialist Party backs pro-
posed industrial action by doctors. 
We say nurses and all NHS workers 
should fight alongside them.

All the health unions should bal-
lot and strike together against un-
bearable conditions in the NHS. Co-
ordinated and with a programme of 
escalating action, we can stop Tory 
attacks.

 � Back NHS workers - support 
     the doctors’ call for strikes

 � Defend unsocial hours 
     payments

 � End the hiring freeze

 � Reverse all cuts

 � Kick the private vultures out  
    of the NHS

 � Free education for all

Support calls for strikes over juniors’ contracts 

Back our 
doctors 
and nurses

The junior doctors’ block on the 4 October TUC 
demonstration against austerity photo Sarah Wrack

Read 

a doctor's 

first-hand 

account of the 

job on page 
5
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