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Nationalise BHS to save 11,000 jobs

Rich List betrays lies of austerity

Hillsborough inquest victory:  96 
victims unlawfully killed by cops

QUEEN AT 90: ABOLISH THE MONARCHY

Iain Dalton
Shop workers’ union Usdaw 
conference delegate  
(personal capacity)

Department store BHS is going into 
administration. The news on 24 
April will have shocked many, not 
least the 11,000 staff.

Speaking to the Socialist Party’s 
Isai Priya, one worker was “scared 
and uncertain on the future,” saying 
“I feel like I am not in control.”

Retail mogul Philip Green, who 
owned BHS as part of his Arcadia 
group, sold it last year - for £1.

Bosses blame the company’s large 
debts - £1.3 billion, including a £571 
million pension fund deficit. But 

The inquest into the 1989 
Hillsborough disaster has found 
that police unlawfully killed 96 fans. 
This decision vindicates the families 
and supporters of victims who have 
campaigned for years against an 
establishment cover-up.

�� More on this important victory  
in a later issue of the Socialist

JJ Diesel dirt
97% of modern diesel cars break 
European Union rules on poisonous 
nitrogen oxide emissions. Testing 
firm Emissions Analytics found a 
quarter producing six times the limit 
or more.

This comes after last year’s 
emissions test cheating scandal, 

centring on car maker Volkswagen. 
It now seems pretty much every 
diesel out there is killing us.

The Socialist says: the car bosses 
can’t be trusted. Nationalise their 
factories and assets as part of 
a democratic, socialist plan of 
production. For mass investment 
in green technology and cheap, 
publicly owned mass transport.

Sam Gleaden

The annual publication of the Sun-
day Times Rich List is a chance to 
bask in the magnificent work of our 
‘wealth creators’. And the past year 
has seen many increase their well-
earned domination of British and 
global society. 

Epitomising this spectacular 
enterprising growth of the capital-
ist elite is one of this year’s biggest 
climbers: Major-General His Grace 
the Duke of Westminster, Gerald 
Cavendish Grosvenor.

His company, Grosvenor Group, 
makes him worth an eye-watering 
£9.4 billion. This ‘creates’ wealth 
by heroically speculating on 
large swathes of property, and 
inflating London’s monstrous 
housing bubble.

The massive increase in the 
wealth of property investors in 

Paul Callanan

Many people will have watched with 
extreme indifference Queen Eliza-
beth’s 90th birthday celebrations.

Some may even have felt slightly 
nauseous as they watched left-wing 
politicians, such as Jeremy Corbyn 
and ‘Red Ken’ Livingstone, send 
their most insincere best wishes.

The reason for the apathy is be-
cause many see the monarchy as, at 
best, a huge waste of money. We are 
told she has no real power and is just 
a figurehead. And on the face of it, 

when Green bought the company in 
2000, it had a £5 million surplus, ris-
ing to £12 million the following year.

Green has taken what the Finan-
cial Times calls “substantial divi-
dends” over a number of years. He 
avoided tax on these by paying them 
to his wife, who lives in Monaco. 

Superyacht
Additionally, he used BHS assets 
to back loans for other businesses 
within his group. Green recently 
bought a third superyacht.

And BHS paid over £25 million 
to its subsequent owners, Retail 
Acquisitions, ahead of going into 
administration.

Even under previous recovery 
plans, management was discussing 

this year’s Rich List - including the 
number-one spot, newly taken by 
David and Simon Reuben - shows 
the massive hypocrisy at the heart of 
the capitalist economic system.

The housing crisis is reaching pre-
posterous levels. 53% of private ten-
ants struggle to pay rent, according 
to Shelter.

The money is there to build 
genuinely affordable housing for 

this is right.
But in truth, the continuation 

of the monarchy is a danger to the 
workers’ movement in the future. The 
queen still holds powers such as the 
right to dissolve governments, call 
elections - and declare martial law.

The capitalist class - the real pow-
er behind the throne - has resorted 
to some of these powers within liv-
ing memory. 

In 1975, the bosses used them to 
dismiss Gough Whitlam’s democrati-
cally elected ‘radical’ Labour govern-
ment in Australia. This was in spite of 
its relatively modest programme.

closing up to 50 stores and attacking 
staff pensions. 

Now retail workers are once again 
expected to pay the costs of the 
bosses’ mistakes. 

If administrators, or a new buyer, 
attempt to shut stores down, work-
ers should take a leaf from the book 
of workers in Ireland. Staff at Game 
and La Senza occupied their stores.

Multiple owners have proved in-
capable of running BHS as a going 
concern, using it to feather their 
nests instead. 

The company should be nation-
alised, and run democratically by 
workers and consumers. That would 
save 11,000 jobs, and allow stores 
to respond to communities’ house-
hold product needs.

all the real wealth creators - the 
workers, who make the goods and 
run the services that create the 
bosses’ profits. But establishment 
politicians encourage a super-
wealthy clique to exploit the basic 
human needs of ordinary people.

Housing is just one example of 
the parasitism of the 6th Duke of 
Westminster and pals. Cuts and pri-
vatisation are affecting every area of 
our lives.

That’s why we should take the 
wealth off the 1%. Nationalise land, 
banking and the big corporations 
under the democratic control of 
workers and the community. Then a 

socialist plan of production could 
not only return the services we 
have lost, but guarantee security 
and prosperity for all - not just 
the super-rich.
> More on the Rich List: page 3
Rolls-Royce photo by  
Romain DC/Creative Commons 

The anti-democratic reserve 
powers of the monarchy, alongside 
the police and the army, are among 
the last lines of defence against 
movements that threaten capitalist 
rule. 

That is why socialists say the 
monarchy, along with the House of 
Lords, must be abolished.

We congratulate Mrs Windsor 
on reaching 90 - after travelling the 
world, and being waited on hand 
and foot, at the expense of Britain’s 
workers. There will be no place for 
the feudal institution of the monar-
chy in a socialist society.

�� We all know public services run 
by our local councils are facing crisis 
after years of austerity - vote for 
councillors who will resist! #TUSC

�� Tories wriggling on academies 
but ‘local authorities could form 
their own academy chains’? 
What?! How about just running the 
schools!! #TUSC

�� #BHS 11,000 jobs could 
go - following steel, who can 
believe Tory lies about economy? 
#CapitalismFail #TUSC

The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) is 
fielding candidates against 

cutters and privatisers of every stripe. Tory and Blairite council 
cuts, academies and the jobs economy are some key issues.

Top tweets
@TUSCoalition
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what  

we  saw

what  

we  saw

Peter Taaffe, general secretary 
of the Socialist Party, debating 
revolutionary politics on the BBC. 
Peter defends Marxism against 
journalist Paul Mason’s claim 
that “with a cellphone you can do 
more than you can with a party.”
> socialistparty.org.uk/videos

Socialist Party 
member Dave Nellist, 
chair of the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition, calls for 
EU exit on Sky News. 
Dave responds to 
Jeremy Corbyn’s 
u-turn on the issue. 
Brexit would weaken 
the capitalists.
> tusc.org.uk

photo Peter Barr/Creative Commons
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The Sunday Times published its annual Rich List on 24 April.

Steel magnate Lakshi Mittal 
has suffered, now only worth 
£7.12 billion after his stake 
in steel crashed due to 
overcapacity in China. 
Oil barons and retail 

bosses have also lost out. The 
Socialist will be dropping round 

the UK’s 1.68 million 
unemployed workers 

to see if they can 
spare a quid.

Spare a thought

£137.8 billion
Total net worth of 
Britain’s wealthiest 
1,000 residents -  
the top 0.002%.

2
Property billionaire brothers David 
and Simon Reuben, top of the 
2016 Rich List. They also have 
investments in tech, metal and 
banking. The pair owns Millbank 
Tower, Oxford Airport, shops on 
London’s ultra-posh Sloane Street, 
and more. Net worth: £13.1 billion.

£9.78 billion
Ernesto Bertarello’s net worth,  
with wife Kirsty. Ernesto mainly 
races yachts these days. But 
he earned his money the 
hard way: by cleverly and 
industriously inheriting 
a pharmaceutical firm. 
When that sold,  
he took home a  
well-deserved  
$8.6 billion.

£103 million
Minimum you need to be  
admitted to the 2016 Rich List.

Lifetimes’ average earnings

£56.9 billion
Total net wealth of Britain’s poorest 
12.6 million residents - the bottom 

20%. (2010 to 2012, Office for 
National Statistics)

5 million 
Homelessness charity Shelter’s 

estimate of the numbers caught in 
the UK’s ‘rent trap’ in 2014. These 

renters - 66% - permanently 
subsidise private 

landlords, never able 
to afford a deposit on 

their own homes.

£8.9 billion
Total net cost of ingredients in NHS 

prescriptions in 2014 (Health and 
Social Care Information Centre). 

Private drugs companies, like 
Ernesto’s former plaything  

Serono, demand obscene mark-
ups. ‘Dasatinib’, for example, 
is a leukaemia treatment. Its 
manufacturer, Bristol-Myers 

Squibb, sells it to the NHS at 100 
times what it costs to make.

JJ Rich List

Historic all-out junior 
doctors’ strike action
Zoë Brunswick
Medical student

Junior doctors staged their first full 
walkout in NHS history from 8am to 
5pm on 26 and 27 April.

Emergency care was provided 
instead by consultants and other 
health professionals. This momen-
tous escalation was in response to 
Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt’s con-
tinued refusal to negotiate.

The strike went ahead despite on-
going pressure on Hunt to back down 
- including a continuous grassroots 
protest outside the Department of 
Health, begun in early April.

Labour’s right wing has again un-
dermined Jeremy Corbyn’s support 
for the strike. Scandalously, Shadow 

Health Secretary Heidi Alexander 
suggested a trial of the new contract. 
In effect, no different to the Tory plan 
of staged imposition from September.

It is not the timeframe for contract 
change that doctors are protesting, 
but its actual terms. These discrimi-
nate against women doctors, will 
force staff to work more unsociable 
hours for less pay, and will worsen 
patient care.

Concern
Some had expressed concern about 
a full withdrawal of labour. But the 
belligerent government has forced 
this action through its refusal to 
back down. Public support for the 
strike remains high, despite media 
attempts to unnerve doctors.

Teachers’ union NUT has already 

discussed the idea of coordinating 
strikes with doctors’ union BMA. 
This would massively boost morale, 
and put further pressure on the 
government.

On the evening of 26 April, the 
BMA and NUT in London held a 
joint protest. Socialist Party mem-
bers in the unions and National 
Shop Stewards Network have 
worked to help this happen. Teach-
ers and doctors marched in solidar-
ity against vicious attacks on the 
NHS and schools.

Following this, we must push for 
unions to mount more decisive, 
coordinated action - at local and 
national levels - against this gov-
ernment’s heavy-handed barrage of 
cuts and privatisation.
> BMA picket line reports: page 6

£1.325 million
Gross lifetime earnings of a 

worker on the average UK salary 
of £26,500 over a 50-year career. 

It would take 77 lifetimes for a 
worker on average pay to earn the 

equivalent needed for Rich List 
entry. Of course, you’d have lost 

most of it in rent and necessities  
to people already on the  

Rich List anyway.
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Striking doctors marching together 
with teachers in London on 26 April 
photo Senan
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What we think

Defeats and u-turns show Tories are weak 
Together we can defeat them!

We are in a war against this Tory austerity 
government. Ranged behind it are the 
bosses, Rich Listers, privateers, bank-
sters, exploiters and hedge funds. On our 
side are the majority of people, the work-

ing class, young people, junior doctors, teachers, steel 
workers, disabled people and all suffering under this pro-
1% government.

The first task in a war is to assess the strength on both 
sides. On any account the Tories are weak. Elected with 
the support of less than one in four eligible voters with a 
small majority of 12, since last June they have suffered a 
whole number of defeats.

The government has had to backtrack on its refusal to 
act on the steel industry, under pressure committing to a 
public stake. We demand 100% nationalisation.

On its budget announcement to make all schools into 
academies, it is considering offering councils some con-
trol. We say no education privatisation.

Trade unions
The Tories retreated on changes to union dues payments 
amid the attacks in the vicious anti-Trade Union Bill - let’s 
now fight to defend trade unions. The Tories were forced 
to retreat on tax credits - we want an end to austerity. 
And 16 defeats have been inflicted on the Housing Bill 
- but we need investment in council housing and rent 
control.

As well as being weak the Tories are also divided. Their 
divisions do not arise from any deep-running differences 
on austerity - on that they agree whole-heartedly.

The immediate reason is the European Union refer-
endum which Cameron was initially forced to call in an 
attempt to cut across the magnetic pull exerted on his 
backbenches by Ukip. The party is split down the middle. 

As Ken Clarke pointed out, Cameron would not last 30 
seconds if the government is defeated. A defeat for Cam-
eron and Remain would see him forced to resign and a 
general election could be called.

Ultimately the Tory party is being torn apart because 
the system it defends, capitalism, is in crisis and capital-
ist parties cannot rule in the old way. Across the world, 
the capitalist parties’ inability to provide any solutions 

to the problems facing the majority of people - including 
unaffordable housing, low pay, environmental destruc-
tion and war - makes them enormously unpopular and 
therefore unstable.

While the government has not yet faced a mass 
movement on these issues it has glimpsed the 
opposition. In the Times, a Tory “rebel” described the 
forced academisation of schools “as a ‘f****** poison’ 
that could see parents camped outside popular council-
run schools in protest while Tory councils have described 
the policy as wrong and bonkers.” It’s estimated that the 
rebellion could rise to 40 as MPs feel the heat in their 
constituencies.

Organised
A weak and divided enemy is an advantage but not a 
guarantee of victory. To drive home that advantage re-
quires organisation and leadership on our side.

Without doubt there is support for the idea of getting 
the Tories out. It stems from the mostly subterranean 
mass opposition to austerity, the disgust at the Panama 
revelations, anger at inequality and no trust in the Tories 
to solve any of our problems.

The 18-million strong anti-Poll Tax movement toppled 
Thatcher. Without doubt an organised movement today 
could not only push Cameron out but also force a general 
election.

There are many indications of the mood for action - 
from the strikes of the junior doctors to the support of the 
steel workers for the demand for nationalisation, from 
the Kent school students striking against the closure of 
their school to library campaigners, to the unanimous 
vote at NUS conference for a national campaign and 
demonstration against fees, and so on with campaigns 
and protests on local, regional and national scales.

The first step should be coordinating strike action of all 

those workers with ongoing disputes. Among them there 
is support for the idea of a 24-hour general strike which 
would reveal clearly how isolated the Tories are and the 
mass nature of the opposition to austerity.

Anti-austerity party
The election of Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader also re-
flected the rejection of the representatives of the 1%. But 
Labour still contains a majority of MPs and councillors 
who do not oppose Tory austerity. While Jeremy Corbyn 
and John McDonnell have been upfront in their support 
for the junior doctors’ strike, Shadow Foreign Secretary 
Hillary Benn has been one of the voices from the Labour 
front bench saying Labour would not and should not be 
on the picket lines.

We need a party that stands on the side of working 
class people. If Labour is to play that role it means Cor-
byn leading a fight to remove Benn and all those who 
take the side of the Tories and the bosses against work-
ing class people. An unapologetically no-cuts and pro-
working class party would win the support of millions 
and strengthen the movement to get the Tories out.

 The Socialist Party is standing candidates as part 
of the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition against 
cuts-making councillors in May’s local elections
 See pages 8-12 and tusc.org.uk

The Tories are weak, divided, and can be beaten 
photo Wikimedia/Creative Commons

The first 
step should 
be co-
ordinating 
strike 
action.
There is 
support for 
the idea of 
a 24-hour 
general 
strike

Editorial

/CWISocialistParty@socialist_party text 07761 818 206

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
socialistparty.org.uk/join    020 8988 8777

A nurse leads chants on the April 2016 ‘Tories Out’ demo photo Paul Mattsson
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■ Viking case: The Viking shipping 
line wanted to reflag its Finland 
to Estonia route to Estonia to 
take advantage of cheaper wage 
rates. The European Court of 
Justice (ECJ) ruling accepted 
the right to strike against this 
but limited its scope and said 
it was possible that ‘collective 
action’ taken by workers to 
protect their interests could be 
unlawful because it infringed the 
‘employer’s interests’. Employers 
have the right to extend their 
business and pay the wages 
and implement conditions of a 
cheaper jurisdiction, ie they can 
avoid collective agreements and 
conditions.

■ The Laval case was similar; 
this Latvian company won a 
contract to renovate Swedish 
schools and refused to sign a 
collective agreement with the 
building workers’ union in Sweden, 
because it wanted to employ 
workers at Latvian wage rates. 
The union organised a blockade of 
Laval sites and the company could 
not do business in Sweden. Laval 
claimed the blockade infringed 
its corporate rights. The ECJ said 
industrial action must be limited if 
it obstructed the right to carry out 
business in services. It forced the 
union to pay Laval damages! 

■ Posted Workers’ Directive: 
The Directive has come under 
criticism for reducing rights of 
posted workers (workers sent 
to employment abroad by their 
employers) and undermining the 
rights of workers in the nation 
where the work is carried out. 
Employers need only adhere to a 
minimum number of basic rights 
in that country.

■ The Lindsey Oil Refinery strike 
in 2009 overcame the use of 
lower-paid agency labour from 
Italy and Portugal, and thereby 
the Posted Workers Directive, by 
determined industrial action to 
defend the National Agreement 
for the Engineering Construction 
Industry, a collectively negotiated 
agreement. Appeals were made 
to the agency workers in their own 
languages and the strike defeated 
the EU’s regulations.

■ The ECJ ruled in the Rϋffert 
case that collectively negotiated 
agreements in Germany did not 
apply to certain contracts. The 
Posted Workers Directive limits 
the employment protection which 
can be provided in public building 
and works contracts, and rides 

roughshod over workers’ rights. 

■ The Temporary Agency Work 
Directive (TAWD) established a 
minimum common standard of 
employment rights for agency 
workers but they may be below 
standards already in force in 
many countries! The directive was 
criticised for facilitating the ‘race 
to the bottom’.

■ Work Agencies have been 
criticised for using the ‘Swedish 
derogation’ of the TAWD, where 
they offer an agency worker 
a permanent contract of 
employment and pay the worker 
between assignments. A worker 
entering into such a contract 
gives up the entitlement to equal 
pay (with permanently employed 
workers) in any post taken. 
Workers on zero-hour contracts 
are not considered to be on a 
‘derogation’ contract and are not 
entitled to a regular wage.

■ In the Parkwood Leisure 
case, EU courts ruled that trade 
union collective agreements 
incorporated into the contracts 
of employees should not be 
protected during a Transfer of 
Undertakings and Protection 
of Employment (TUPE). These 
workers had originally been 
employed by Lewisham council but 
their work had been outsourced. 
Their nationally negotiated local 
government contracts stated that 
their wages should rise ‘from time 
to time’ according to collective 
bargaining agreements, but both 
British courts and the ECJ ruled 
that such ‘dynamic’ agreements 
do not need to be adhered to after 
a transfer has taken place! 

■ The Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
is a proposal for ‘harmonisation’ 
of EU and US trade and business 
laws at the lowest level, usually 
US legislation. It will allow US 
companies, particularly the ‘Big 
Pharma’ drugs corporations, to 
buy up en bloc NHS services, for 
example. 

■ The EU single market 
mechanism forces ‘open public 
procurement’, competitive 
tendering, within the EU. This 
was also enshrined in the EU’s 
Lisbon Treaty, which promoted 
privatisation in public services. 
The First Railway Directive 
puts forward ‘liberalisation’ and 
competition for railway and freight 
services in the EU, code for 
privatisation. 

Dave Semple

When Jeremy Corbyn, flanked by 
Blairite minders like Alan Johnson, 
made his first serious intervention 
in the EU referendum debate, he de-
clared that if we voted Leave, the To-
ries would dump equal pay, annual 
leave and maternity rights.

This follows months of the Trades 
Union Congress cranking up the left 
wing of Project Fear. General Secre-
tary Frances O’Grady famously and 
disgracefully declared in February: 
“Most of the rights we depend on 
derive from Europe”.

Socialists must be absolutely clear 
that, in or out of Europe, our rights 
are under threat. We can choose, 
like O’Grady, to hide behind the 
skirts of the European Union or we 
can choose to organise and cam-
paign for our rights.

The European Union has not 
prevented Tesco attacking the 
pensions of staff, or the premiums 
they enjoyed for working anti-
social hours. It has not prevented 
the government’s quest to break up 
national pay bargaining for council 
workers and teachers, or their attack 
on public sector pensions, or the 

strike ban they imposed against 
Prison Officers.

All of these have been imposed 
without a peep from the EU, the in-
stitutions of which are fully behind 
the Tory plan to make City spivs ever 
richer and workers ever poorer.

Maternity rights were not a gift 
from the European Commission; 
they were first wrested out of the 
hands of employers by strong 
unions. 

This is why strongly unionised 
jobs often come with more than the 
statutory minimum entitlement to 
maternity leave. Managers routinely 
ignore these rights – and un-
unionised workers have no redress, 
for fear of angering the boss.

Union leaders associated with 

the establishment-led Remain cam-
paign are allergic to the kind of in-
dustrial struggles that can secure 
rights like these.

A huge section of the working 
class will not be convinced by this 
scaremongering. 

They will be repulsed by Labour 
activists standing beside Tories on 
high streets, handing out leaflets 
promising that the EU will secure 
jobs – the same Tories who have 
slashed more than a million public 
sector jobs.

Working class response
Workers will be instinctively repelled 
by a blood-spattered establishment 
promising jam tomorrow while 
hospitals go bankrupt, libraries 
close and school places evaporate. 
They are right to be repelled – and 
someone has to speak for them. 
This is why the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition is organising 
a working class, socialist Leave 
campaign. 

We must fight on two fronts – 
to push these union leaders into 
fighting austerity and to build 
a socialist Leave campaign that 
rejects EU-mandated austerity, 
privatisation and deregulation. 

Trade unions: Myths of EU ‘Remain’ campaign
How the bosses’ EU acts against 
workers and trade unions

Read more 
online at 
socialistparty.org.uk/eu

Feature

Socialists must be 
absolutely clear that, 
in or out of Europe, our 
rights are under threat

photo Paul Mattsson
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Workplace Workplace

[News in brief]

JJ Justice for jannies
Labour-run Glasgow council, 
through its arm’s length external 
organisation (Aleo) Cordia, is 
refusing to talk with school 
janitors in an increasingly bitter 
industrial dispute. 
Janitors took three days strike 
action in March and again last 
week. There have also been 
protests at the council and 
Cordia headquarters. 
Industrial action began on 19 
January by boycotting a number 
of duties. Cordia is refusing 
to pay a Working Context and 
Demands payment (WCD) - 
ranging from just over £500 to 
over £1,000 - to school janitors, 
and is using spurious arguments.
Socialist Party Scotland and 
TUSC fully support the janitors’ 
action and the #justiceforjannies 
campaign. We call on the Labour 
council to meet the janitors’ 
demands immediately.
Matt Dobson 
Socialist Party Scotland

JJ Glasgow pay cuts
1,500 GMB union members 
in Glasgow City council will be 
balloting for industrial action 
over changes to working time 
contracts that will leave many 
low paid workers up to £500 a 
year worse off. 
The council wants to convert six 
public holidays into annual leave, 
removing the ability of staff to 
work hours on overtime rates 
of pay which workers depend 
upon to boost their modest pay 
packets. 
The background to this effective 
pay cut is the Labour-run council 
implementing £130 million 
of cuts as part of the SNP’s 
austerity agenda.

JJ Keep the guards
As we go to press, 400 Southern 
railway on-board conductors 
(guards) - members of the RMT 
union - are taking 24-hour strike 
action over passenger safety 
concerns.
Southern wants to remove the 
conductors and have them 
replaced by inadequately trained 
On-board supervisors - who 
won’t always be present. This 
regressive step is part of a plan 
for driver only operated trains - 
putting company profits ahead of 
passenger safety.

[News in brief]
JJ Museums all out

PCS members at all six sites of 
the National Museum of Wales 
will be taking indefinite all-out 
strike action from Thursday 28 
April.
This is in response to manage-
ment’s threat to sack the work-
force and impose new contracts 
that cut weekend payments.
Management is looking for cuts 
in response to the Welsh govern-
ment cuts to museum funding. 
The Welsh government must step 
in to prevent the cuts in pay and 
settle this dispute.
For background to the dispute 
see http://bit.ly/1MViiOL

JJ North Sea strike
Workers employed by the Wood 
Group contractor, which operates 
Shell oil platforms in the North 
Sea, staged unofficial strike 
action last week over plans to 
savage pay and conditions. The 
company is accused of cutting 
pay and conditions to protect 
profits. Unite and RMT union 
officials have hinted at possible 
official action ahead of talks with 
the company.

Kill the Bill: defeat the Tories’ 
anti-union plans
a Socialist Party pamphlet
£2.00
Available from Left Books
PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
020 8988 8789 
www.leftbooks.co.uk
bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk
Make cheques payable to ‘Socialist Books’

A change has been made to the 
government’s Trade Union Bill. 
The government is not now going 
to include in the bill the removal 
of check-off in the public sector. 
Check-off is the collection of union 
dues by the employer through de-
ducting the dues from workers’ sala-
ries and then passing the money to 
the union. 

This is a big concession but we 
need an honest assessment of how 
the concession came about and how 
the Trade Union Congress (TUC) is 
fighting the bill.

Firstly, it’s another indication of 
the divisions and weakness of the 
government over the EU and on 

many other issues (see page 4).
But it seems likely that in effect a 

deal was done between the Tories 
and some of the trade union leaders 
regarding the EU referendum. 

The Financial Times reported that 
the u-turn was a concession made 
by the Tories after some of the trade 
union leaders argued they couldn’t 
help to boost the EU Remain cam-
paign because they had to priori-
tise fighting the worst aspects of the 
Trade Union Bill.

Overall, the TUC campaign 
against the bill has been an utter 
disgrace. Rather than campaign by 
exposing the real purpose of the 
attack - to prevent the unions from 
organising effective action to chal-
lenge austerity - it was rejected that 
there was even a link with austerity. 

But the reality is that for the TUC 
leaders this check-off ‘victory’ will 
mark the end of a campaign that 

never got off the ground in the first 
place. 

Instead the campaign should be 
stepped up to get rid of the rest of 
the bill, including the increased vot-
ing thresholds for industrial action. 

The law is not the decisive factor 
when it comes to thresholds and 
taking action. Struggle will continue 
whatever laws are implemented to 

stop it. But many union leaders are 
not exercised about thresholds and 
will readily argue that such meas-
ures make industrial action “im-
possible” - and they will be used as 
another excuse to avoid calling in-
dustrial action.

John’s comment can be read in full 
at socialistparty.org.uk 

Trade Union Bill concessions made - now fight to scrap the lot!
John McInally, PCS national 
vice-president (personal 
capacity) spoke to the 
Socialist.

For a full round-up and images from hospital 
picket lines go to the Socialist Party’s website - 
socialistparty.org.uk 

Gateshead Queen Elizabeth
On television, viewers were told that the pre-
senter was going to confront junior doctors with 
members of the public who were “vehemently 
opposed” to their strike. However, outside Gates-
head’s Queen Elizabeth hospital they would have 
struggled to find anyone opposed to the strike.

People passing by the picket line were stopping 
to give words of encouragement. Cars, vans, taxis 
and buses were all tooting. Consultants were out 
on their break, and members of the public sec-
tor union Unison arrived with hot drinks, all in a 
show of solidarity. 

The junior doctors are determined they will not 
be browbeaten by Jeremy Hunt. 
Elaine Brunskill 

Bristol
Junior doctors were out in force in Bristol today, 
forming easily the largest picket lines of the dis-
pute so far. Public support seemed unwavering as 
did the desire of the doctors to fight the imposi-
tion of a dangerous new contract. 

Discussing the contract one doctor said they 

may have been targeted because the BMA hadn’t 
been very active in the recent past but that the 
strike had changed this. Others agreed that an 
unintended consequence for the government 
was that more health workers and young peo-
ple are getting politically active and challenging 
them. This politicisation and activism can only be 
a good thing. The more people that join the doc-
tors on strike the stronger they will all be. 
Tom Baldwin

Royal London
Around 50 people joined the picket line this 
morning. What a response to Hunt’s bullying! 

“They [the government] want a health system 
like the US or Australia. It would still be called the 
NHS but it would be a two-tier system where only 
those who can pay get proper treatment,” said 
one picket. 
Naomi Byron 

Warrington
Warrington hospital picket line was supported by 
Socialist Party members, TUSC supporters and 
members of the trades council. 

One doctor said he was striking because the 
contracts were being imposed. “We are being 
blamed for the lack of a seven-day NHS.” Hunt 

isn’t going to put forward extra resources or staff. 
He emphasised: “This is not about Saturday pay”. 

Debbie from the local TUSC group was sup-
porting the strike. She said it was about protect-
ing the NHS for the future. “Doctors work hard 
and should be treated with more respect” by the 
government.
Helen Pattison

Newham
The picket line at Newham hospital was more 
than double the size of previous strikes. The 
mood of the strikers was determined.

Junior doctors who had provided emergency 
cover in previous strikes now joined the picket 
line, as did bleary eyed doctors coming off a long 
night shift.

A stream of staff and patients going into the 
hospital stopped to support the strike, includ-
ing consultants who were providing cover for the 
strike. The Socialist Party’s call for solidarity ac-
tion was enthusiastically received. 

More than in previous strikes there was a wide-
spread feeling that the public support needs to be 
turned into concrete solidarity action because a 
victory for junior doctors would be a victory for 
all workers, especially in the public sector. 
Hannah Sell

Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt says junior doctors must 
be defeated. He’s trying to 
reprise Thatcher’s attack on 
the miners in the 1984-85 
strike.
But junior doctors have 
parried government threats 
and black propaganda by 
staging a fifth round of strike 
action - this time all out - 
against imposed unfair and 
unsafe work contracts (see 
reports right).

�� Historic all-out junior doctors 
strike action - see page 3
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Alec Thraves 
Socialist Party Wales

(Continued from back page)

Welsh billionaire Sir 
Terry Matthews, 
the self-pro-
claimed ‘knight in 
shining armour’, is 

in the process of pulling together a 
consortium of interested business 
partners, steel managers and even 
the chief executive of Neath Port 
Talbot council - who has had a great 
deal of experience in implementing 
massive cuts over the past few years.

Little wonder then that as well as 
a desperate hope of success, there is 
also a big dose of cynicism towards 
this proposed consortium buyout.

Many older steelworkers re-
member the Phoenix Consortium 
which bought out the Longbridge 
car plant in Birmingham in 2000 for 
£10 and was effectively given £500 
million by the then owner, BMW, 
plus £16 million from the New 
Labour government. 

Five years later, the five executives 
put the company into admin-
istration, sacking 6,000 workers on 
statutory redundancy terms and 
walked away with £42 million in pay 
and pensions!

It’s reported that this proposed 
management buyout would also 
involve steelworkers putting up to 
£10,000 each into the pot. This has 
been met with amazement by steel-
workers. 

They blame the present manage-
ment for part of the problems in the 
plant and say they have absolutely 
no chance of finding £10,000 to in-
vest in a project that was rejected as 

too risky by Tata itself. 
As one steelworker commented: 

“It would be like withdrawing 
£10,000 from my bank account, 
driving down to the plant and 
throwing it into the blast furnace! 
Why should we risk money we 
haven’t got when bankers took no 
risks and were 100% bailed out by 
the government?”

There is even a suggestion that 
the 130,000 workers in the pension 
scheme should also ‘invest’ their 
money into the project. 

Even the jovial, uncle-type figure 
of Sir Terry Matthews, head of the 
consortium, is reluctant to invest 
any of his own money into the man-

agement buyout and neither will the 
trade union leaders and politicians 
advocating such a position do so.

Plan of production
Full nationalisation under demo-
cratic workers’ control and manage-
ment, financed by the Westminster 
and Welsh governments, would 
avoid any financial risk to work-
ers and would ensure the funds are 
available to reinvest in and then de-
velop a plan of production to save 
jobs and communities.

Steel is a multibillion pound in-
dustry that can only be financially 
secured by government funds and 
full nationalisation. It bears no 

comparison to those who misguid-
edly point to the management and 
workers’ buyout of Tower colliery, 
a few miles up the valleys, as a way 
forward. 

Tower colliery was a tiny project 
in comparison to Tata and had a 
short-term profitable future. But 
inevitably as a small island coopera-
tive working in a sea of capitalism, it 
has now closed.

The fight for the future of Port 
Talbot and the other Tata plants lies 
not in the hands of the investment 
bankers or vulture capitalists, but in 
a united struggle of the steel unions 
to demand 100% nationalisation 
now!

Tata steel crisis: 

Paul Kershaw
Chair Unite LE1111 Housing 
Workers branch

Neighbourhood managers at Cata-
lyst Housing have started a work-
to-rule in response to restructuring 
proposals that include halving the 
number of people doing their job. 

Staff say workloads are already 
unmanageable and the changes 
could result in a drastic decline 
in service as well as doubling the 
workload.

Publicly, Catalyst bosses claim 
they are willing to discuss staff con-
cerns but they have so far been un-
willing to engage with Unite officers, 
or even with the state conciliation 
service Acas. The housing associa-
tion refuses to recognise Unite. 

At corporate events Catalyst likes 
to boast that last year’s surplus of 

£53 million was larger than big high 
street names such as Greggs the 
bakers and Foxtons estate agents. 

Presumably the size of the sur-
plus is thought to justify last year’s 
8% pay rise for Rod Cahill, chief ex-
ecutive of Catalyst, who is now on 
£201,920 a year. 

Belt-tightening in the social 
housing sector has not extended to 
its bosses who have taken inflation-
busting increases year after year. 
These figures are forgotten when 
justifying cuts to staff, tenants and 
leaseholders. 

Management claims its re-
structure will result in an 
organisation that is “palpably 
different”. 

Unite members believe that the 
intention is to take further steps 
towards being a palpably different 
neoliberal landlord.

Events at Catalyst are a particu-

larly crude example of a process that 
has been happening more widely in 
the social housing sector. 

Landlords blame government 
policies for cuts but the sector’s 
surplus of £3 billion last year 
represented a 25% increase on the 
previous year, which was also a 
record. 

The operating margin also in-
creased from 26% to 28% last year 
as costs increased by less than rev-
enues (figures from the Homes 
and Community Agency global ac-
counts). Some housing associations 
are experiencing problems but that 
clearly is not the picture for the sec-
tor as a whole.

If the Tory Housing Bill is passed 
housing associations will be fur-
ther deregulated, reducing their ac-
countability and making it easier for 
them to dispose of stock or change 
tenure.  

Catalyst needs converting

100% nationalisation now!

“Housing association 
staff, tenants 
and working class 
communities have a 
common interest in 
fighting these cuts and 
defending social housing. 
Unite will seek to bring 
them together to fight 
back”
Suzanne Muna, Unite LE1111 
secretary and Unite executive 
member

photo Paul Mattsson

Workplace 
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editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Junior doctors in defiant mood

Standing up for the NHS
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An anti-austerity 
alternative on the 

ballot paper

Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition

The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
is standing candidates 
for elections to the 

Scottish Parliament, the Welsh 
Assembly, and sixty English local 
councils on 5 May.

TUSC has been fielding can-
didates on a 100% anti-austerity 
platform since its formation in 
2010, co-founded by the late gen-
eral secretary of the RMT trans-
port workers’ union, Bob Crow.

Obviously the political situation 
has changed since then, with 
Jeremy Corbyn’s election last au-
tumn as Labour leader. TUSC has 
been clear that it would not stand 
candidates against Labour politi-
cians who have resisted austerity.

But the big majority of Labour 
members of the Scottish Par-
liament, Welsh Assembly and 
local councillors did not support 
Jeremy Corbyn for leader and still 
continue to implement cuts to 

jobs and services. They cannot be 
surprised if they now face a chal-
lenge from a trade unionist and 
socialist anti-austerity candidate 
at the ballot box.

Candidates
There are six Scottish TUSC can-
didates standing for constituency 
seats in the Scottish parliament. 
One is the branch secretary of 
Glasgow Unison, Brian Smith, 
who is standing in Glasgow 

Cathcart. For the Welsh Assem-
bly elections TUSC is standing in 
three of the five regional list seats. 
In South West Wales the list is 
headed by former RMT national 
executive member Owen Herbert.

In the English council elec-
tions there will be 302 TUSC 
candidates contesting seats in 52 
of the 124 local authorities with 
scheduled elections in May. In 
addition there are five TUSC can-
didates standing in by-elections in 

councils without full elections this 
year and three TUSC candidates 
contesting parish council seats.

Lastly, TUSC is standing in two 
of the three Mayoral contests 
outside London taking place on 
5 May, with Unison national ex-
ecutive member Roger Bannister 
standing in Liverpool and Socialist 
Party member Tom Baldwin in 
Bristol.

See www.tusc.org.uk for more

Warrington: Socialist 
councillor fighting cuts 
and hitting doorsteps
A Warrington TUSC supporter

Councillor Kevin Bennett and 
the TUSC team have been out 
every day in Warrington discuss-
ing with Fairfield and Howley 
residents about the upcoming 
elections. We having been get-
ting a tremendous response on 
the doors for Kevin and our oth-
er five candidates in the town. 

Local people have been able 
to see the impact of a TUSC 
councillor over the last few days 
as fly tipping, a rising problem 
in the area, has been dealt with. 

A growing town, Warrington 
residents are concerned that big 
developers are happy to build 
houses but pay no attention to 
the infrastructure people will 
need. Kevin calls for council 
house building and private de-
velopers to be held to account.

In reality, the Labour and Tory 
councillors have been com-
plicit in letting developers run 
riot though the town while vot-
ing for huge cuts in the council 
chamber. Every ‘lollipop’ school 
crossing patrol has been cut. 

Fracking is also a big local is-
sue with ten fracking permits al-
ready a worry. Most of the other 
candidates said fracking was ok 
if it “could be proved safe”. Kevin 
thinks Warrington should be a 
frack-free town. Labour has re-
fused to sign up to this demand. 

Rather than fracking, Kevin is 
a supporter of investing in green 
energy.

Gravy train
The local elections hustings 
saw the Labour Party outed for 
increasing expenses to senior 
councillors by £34,000 while 
also cutting the YMCA funding 
by £38,000. Our campaign has 
been clear - no to the gravy train 
and for action not words. 

Three times in the hustings 
the Labour representative said 
there was “nothing they could 
do” because of the vicious Tory 
cuts to local government fund-
ing. How different our cam-
paign has been! 

In his closing remarks Kevin 
said it was time to take the fight 
to the Tories, not do their bid-
ding in the council chambers.

Southampton Labour council 
faces crisis as cuts hit city

Maddy Steeds
Leeds Socialist Party

On 20 April, Leeds University stu-
dent union held a hustings for Hyde 
Park and Woodhouse candidates in 
the local council elections. The idea 
was to get more students interested 
in local politics. TUSC candidate 
Ben Mayor made a strong case for 
why students should vote for anti-
cuts councillors.

On a panel with the Green Party, 
Liberal Democrats, Ukip and the Con-

servatives, TUSC was the only anti-cuts 
party. While the Green Party often try 
to put themselves forward as being an-
ti-austerity, their candidate stated that 
councillors’ “hands are tied” over cuts.

Solidarity
Ben made it clear that TUSC fights for 
ordinary working class people and 
stand shoulder to shoulder with them 
during struggles. TUSC’s programme 
of capping rents and setting up an eth-
ical letting agency was popular.  

Another topic discussed was sexual 
assault and safety. Ben was clear that 

sexual assault survivors need support 
and concrete measures to improve 
safety around the ward.

 The Lib-Dem candidate instead 
gave the impression that sexual assault 
is a result of victims being irresponsible 
- showing how out of touch politicians 
are with the consent campaigns mak-
ing up an important part of today’s stu-
dent politics. 

Students in the audience were nod-
ding along to Ben’s points. The posi-
tive reception shows that students are 
ready for political change and are very 
open to socialist ideas.

Why I’m standing:
We can make a real difference
Jac Green
TUSC candidate, Abbey ward, Lincoln

I decided to stand as one of four 
TUSC candidates in this year’s City of 
Lincoln council elections for a num-
ber of reasons. I had the fantastic ex-
perience of campaigning in Dublin 
alongside the Anti-Austerity Alliance 
during the Irish general election at 
the end of February. 

Labour councillors in Lincoln have 
been very reluctant to state that they 
will stand up to Tory cuts. We are 
seeing a significant number of pub-
lic services in the city viciously cut, 
including one of our fire stations in 

the south of the city. If these cuts go 
ahead, lives will be put in immediate 
danger. Lincoln TUSC and our sup-
porters find this completely unac-
ceptable. We are putting forward a 
no-cuts alternative. 

We have been tirelessly campaign-
ing alongside the firefighters union 
FBU in order to halt these plans. We 
have received a huge number of sig-
natures for our petitions. 

So far, the response to the cam-
paign has been really positive, which 
has motivated me even more. Teams 
of supporters have been more than 
willing to help with leafleting, can-
vassing and spreading our message. 

Our presence in the city centre has 

piqued inter-
est and it’s 
been fan-
tastic to 
o p e n l y 
discuss 
l o c a l 
i s s u e s 
with a 
b r o a d 
range of 
p e o p l e . 
It is abun-
dantly clear 
that the public 
are seeking real change and they no 
longer have faith in the mainstream 
parties. 

Lincoln TUSC will fight on be-
half of working class people who 

feel deflated and defeated, disillu-
sioned by the continuation of cuts to 
vital public services. 

I am so proud to have the opportu-
nity to stand under the TUSC banner 

and present myself as a candidate to 
the people of Abbey ward. I feel that 
we can make a real difference in Lin-
coln and continue to struggle for a 
fairer city, where people can access 
the services they need without fear of 
them being cut. 

Nick Chaffey

Despite growing anger at further cuts 
and continued austerity, Southamp-
ton Labour council’s failure to mount 
any resistance to the cuts has put its 
majority in jeopardy. 

No wonder - over £60 million cuts 
have been carried out by Labour since 
its election in 2012. Youth services 
have been closed entirely and a youth 
centre handed to charity for nothing. 

Funding has been stopped to five 
libraries and the library bus service 
axed. Sure Start and adult social care 
have been cut, care homes Woodside 
Lodge and Brownhill House closed, 
hundreds of council workers sacked. 
When thousands opposed the clo-
sure of a local NHS walk-in service in 
Bitterne, Labour councillors voted in 
support of the closure.

Against this capitulation, the battle 
in the Coxford ward by anti-cuts coun-
cillors Keith Morrell and Don Thomas 
has been a beacon of hope to those 
looking for an alternative. On the back 

of the victory in saving Oaklands Pool 
from the bulldozers Keith and Don 
were re-elected by huge majorities.

In 2013 they moved a legal, bal-
anced, no-cuts budget outlining how 
jobs and services could be protected 
and on that basis a campaign waged 
to mobilise the community and trade 
unions in a fight to restore government 
funding to meet the needs of the city.

Corbyn
Unfortunately this fell on deaf ears. 
Even after the election of Jeremy Cor-
byn and the influx of hundreds of new 
members to the Labour Party, the 
council remains on a course of fur-
ther massive cuts to jobs and services.

Incredibly the latest ruse of the 
council has been to borrow £65 million 
to carry out a programme of property 
speculation as a way of securing ex-
tra revenue. With a new super-casino 
coming to Southampton it seems our 
future will be a speculative gamble.

The only way to maintain a La-
bour council is to ensure the council 
changes course and fights to oppose 

further cuts. That will not be possible 
with the current local Labour coun-
cil leadership. Nationally, members 
of the trade unions Unite and Uni-
son have decisively called for Labour 
councils to refuse to vote for further 
cuts. Such a stand would receive 
enormous support. 

Those in the Labour Party who sup-
port such an anti-cuts position need 
to mobilise that support and demand 
a change of course by the council. 
Sadly the local Momentum group has 
provided no resistance to the right 
wing. Rather they have uncritically 
campaigned for Labour cuts council-
lors, including in the Coxford ward for 
Labour councillor Sally Spicer. Spicer 
has appeared in the local paper out-
side Oaklands Pool claiming to have 
saved the pool she voted to close.

TUSC is standing candidates across 
Southampton with a long record of 
actively opposing cuts. We have giv-
en our full support to anti-cuts can-
didate Tammy Thomas standing in 
Coxford and other independent anti-
cuts candidates. 

Anti-cuts stand wins support 
from students in Leeds
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Lincoln TUSC campaigning against fire 
cuts; left - Jac Green photos Jac Green
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Philip Stott 
Socialist Party Scotland (CWI 
Scotland)

The result of the elections to the 
Scottish Parliament on 5 May is 
not in doubt. According to all 
opinion polls the Scottish Na-
tional Party (SNP) looks certain 
to win another overall majority 
at Holyrood. 

Labour is set to suffer another 
body blow in Scotland, follow-
ing the loss of all but one of their 
seats in the 2015 Westminster 
election. Only the partial pro-
portional representation system 
in Scotland will allow Labour to 
avoid a catastrophe. 

No doubt the SNP leadership 
will claim the result as a confir-
mation of their policies. But that 
would not paint even half a pic-
ture of the real situation. 

The mood in working-class 
communities has changed sig-
nificantly in the past year. The 
hope that was engendered 
through the independence ref-
erendum of September 2014, of 
an escape route from austerity, 
has not been delivered. 

Indeed, for increasing num-
bers of people there is growing 
mood of disappointment at the 
actions of the SNP leadership - 
in some cases anger and a sense 
of betrayal. Despite 100,000 new 
members in the ‘surge’ that fol-
lowed the ‘indyref’ and the elec-
tion of 56 SNP MPs to Westmin-
ster, the SNP has continued to 
implement Tory cuts.

In the first instance this mood 
in many working-class areas is 
going to lead to a dramatic fall 
in turnout for the election. The 
independence referendum saw 
an unprecedented mobilisation 
and an 85% turnout. 70% voted 
in the Westminster elections in 
a tidal wave that swept the “red 
Tories” to near extinction. 

But this election is likely to see 
a turnout of less than 60%, reflect-
ing this mood of disappointment 
and the lack of a national fighting 
anti-austerity alternative. 

SNP first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon described as “reck-
less” calls for the new powers 
coming to Holyrood to be used 
to increase the top rate of tax. 
Protecting the elite 1% from tax 
rises while inflicting Tory aus-
terity on the 99% is not what the 
1.6 million who voted for inde-
pendence expected.

The latest round of auster-
ity cuts are devastating council 
services. SNP and Labour coun-
cils are playing pass-the-parcel 
and blame-shifting. Not a sin-
gle SNP or Labour councillor or 
MSP has been prepared to call 

for no-cuts budgets. 
As a result there are growing 

demands for elected politi-
cians to fight austerity rather 
than meekly implementing it. 
This has been reflected in the 
stand taken by the Glasgow 
and Dundee council trade un-
ions, representing more than 
20,000 workers, who demand-
ed no-cuts budgets from their 
respective Labour and SNP 
councils. 

The Scottish Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
is standing to offer that fighting 
100% anti-austerity and social-

ist alternative. 
We are contesting six constit-

uency seats in all, in Dundee, 
Glasgow and Renfrewshire. Our 
candidates include leaders of 
local government trade unions 
at the forefront of leading strug-
gles against Labour and SNP 
cuts. All are members of Social-
ist Party Scotland. 

No cuts
Scottish TUSC’s campaign has 
centred on demanding that 
MSPs should refuse to imple-
ment cuts at Holyrood. By using 
the powers that the parliament 
has it would be possible to defy 
austerity and build a mass cam-
paign to win back the billions 
stolen since 2010. 

There is an overwhelming 
mandate for the SNP to fight fol-
lowing their sweeping election 
victory last year on an anti-aus-
terity platform. But it’s clear that 
the pro-capitalist leadership 
of the party has no intention of 
launching a real struggle. 

TUSC candidates are also 
standing for a £10 an hour mini-
mum wage with no exemptions 
and an end to zero-hour and 
insecure contracts. We call for 
a doubling of the top rate of tax 
on those earning more than 
£150,000 a year. 

TUSC campaigns for an inde-
pendent socialist Scotland with 
democratic public ownership 
of the banks and big business 
in order to plan the economy 
for the millions, not to line the 
pockets of the billionaires. 

We’ve had a very positive re-
sponse to these policies in the 
areas where we have been cam-
paigning. The mood of disap-
pointment at the role in power 
of the SNP will soon turn to out-
right anger, and to searching for 
a genuine 100% austerity and 
socialist alternative. 

While our votes will be mod-
est in this election, Scottish 
TUSC is helping to prepare the 
ground for the upheavals and 
mass struggles that are around 
the corner. 

■ For updates and reports see 
www.socialistpartyscotland.
org.uk

■ Scottish TUSC candidates 
are: 
Brian Smith (Glasgow Cathcart); 
Ian Leech (Glasgow Pollok); 
Jamie Cocozza (Glasgow 
Shettleston); Jim Halfpenny 
(Renfrewshire North & West); 
Leah Ganley (Dundee East) and 
Jim McFarlane (Dundee West)

Scottish elections: strong mood for 
anti-cuts strategy continues
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Dave Reid
Socialist Party Wales

The Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition’s 
(TUSC) challenge in the 
Welsh Assembly elections 
on 5 May has centred on 

the campaign to save Welsh steel 
(see page 7). Standing in the three 
south Wales lists out of the five re-
gional lists, TUSC has campaigned 
for the immediate nationalisation of 
the industry, which is supported by 
a large majority. 

The Port Talbot steel plant is lo-
cated at the very centre of the South 
Wales West regional seat. Tata’s an-
nouncement that it will sell off its 
UK operations raised the prospect 
of losing 4,500 direct jobs at Port 
Talbot and around another 15,000 
jobs that rely on the steelworks.

TUSC is demanding that if the UK 
government refuses to step in and 
nationalise then the Welsh govern-
ment should use its borrowing pow-
ers to do the same.

Our campaigns have concentrat-
ed on being out on the streets and 
putting our case in hustings. Over-
whelmingly working people sup-
port our campaign. Understandably 
some people want to support Cor-
byn’s changes in the Labour Party 
but, as we explain, Corbyn’s Labour 
is not on offer in these elections. 
For First Minister Carwyn Jones’s 
Welsh Labour it is business as usual 
- which means more cuts.

The TUSC launch in nearby 
Swansea saw a dozen or more sup-
porters take over the main shopping 
centre with a lively ‘TUSC Team’ en-
gaging with the passing public on is-
sues such as council cuts, zero-hour 

contracts, £10 an hour minimum 
wage, as well as the nationalisation 
of steel.  

Even with Ukip and the Greens 
also campaigning in the city centre 
our ‘TUSC Team’ totally took over 
the pedestrianised area both politi-
cally - by leafleting and petitioning 
- and physically, with twice as many 
members participating as our com-
petitors!

Despite the expected minimal 
media coverage, the TUSC banner 
and supporters have managed to be 
photographed in the local press on 
the steel protests in Port Talbot and 
on council cuts protests in Swansea.

Candidates
Our lead candidate is Owen 
Herbert, branch secretary of the 
Swansea RMT transport workers 
union. All our candidates are 
well-known local trade union and 
socialist activists. 

Ukip has tried to pose as a quasi-
left party in the elections with 
expensive leaflets demanding Save 
Our Steel, Save Our NHS - 
even taking up the demand 
for a 24-hour A&E at Ysbyty 
Ystrad Fawr, a campaign 
led by Socialist Party 
members. 

Combined with the dis-
enchantment with estab-
lishment politicians and 
the high profile for Ukip af-
forded them by the media, 
the proportional represen-
tation element of the elec-
tions will give Ukip some 
seats in the Assembly. So 
part of TUSC’s campaign 
has been to minimise 
Ukip’s seats by exposing their Tory 
links (see other article). 

Welsh Assembly 
elections:
a working class 
voice to say 
‘save our steel!’

Jaime Davies
TUSC candidate, South Wales East

TUSC is standing widely across Wales 
in these elections to present working 
class people with a real alternative to 

austerity politics and in an 
attempt to stop Ukip from 
gaining in Wales with their 
false anti-establishment 
rhetoric. 

We have been taking to 
the streets campaigning 
against NHS cuts, for the 
democratic nationalisa-
tion and public owner-
ship of steel and rail, for a 
real living wage of £10 an 
hour for all workers and 
against the huge cuts to 
public services imposed 
by Westminster.  

On the doors, cam-
paign stalls in town and city centres 
and at hustings events, we have re-
ceived a great response to our strat-
egy and programme. 

It has been quite easy to expose 
Ukip. They are not in favour of na-
tionalising steel. They are also para-
chuting in failed ex-Tory MPs like 
Mark Reckless who leads their list in 
South Wales East. 

The majority of people we have 
spoken to agree with us and some of 
those taken in by Ukip have decided 
to switch their support over to us. 
We were so successful at one hus-
tings that a lot of the Labour Party 
members there said they would vote 
for TUSC in the regional list! 

I exposed the record of Mark 
Reckless as a Thatcherite Tory MP 
who voted to privatise the English 
NHS and abolish EMA in England. 
We have been able to explain how 
Ukip’s failure to clearly call for 
the democratic pubic ownership 
of steel is typical of their true 
ideology.

We produced a leaflet about Ukip 
with Margaret Thatcher’s face on it, 
asking if people really want people 
who share her politics representing 
them in the assembly. Let’s not for-
get how Nigel Farage once proudly 
proclaimed that had Thatcher been 
getting into politics now, she would 
join Ukip. 

Whatever our vote in this elec-
tion, we hope to accomplish our 
objective - to use the campaign as 
a platform for our ideas and tactics, 
to present a real anti-establishment 
working-class alternative and to 
stop the advancement of Ukip as 
much as possible.

Countering the 
growth of Ukip in 
south Wales

Jaime Davies, 
TUSC candidate 
in South Wales 
East

We 
produced 
a leaflet 
about 
Ukip with 
Margaret 
Thatcher’s 
face on it
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Feature Campaigns/Party News

Louise Harrison
Member of Women’s Lives Matter 
(personal capacity) 

Doncaster Women’s Aid is facing 
imminent closure. 

Since 2010, 54% of domestic vio-
lence services have disappeared 
from our towns. The Con-Dem 
government viciously starved local 
authorities of financial support and 
local authorities then decided to cut 
domestic violence services. 

Austerity-inflicting politicians 
at all levels should be ashamed, as 
they are turning the clock back to 
the 1950s on women’s lives, safety, 
and rights. 

Doncaster campaigners have said 
enough is enough and have organ-
ised to say women’s lives matter in 
our town. Many organisations have 
supported us, including the Social-
ist Party, Disabled People Against 
the Cuts (Dpac), bakers’ union 
BFAWU and local branches of the 
NUT teachers’ union.

Labour
However, we have faced criticism 
locally, and have been told we are 
demonising Labour councillors who 
‘can’t do anything other than make 
cuts’. They hint that the only thing 
we can do is vote in elections and 
sometime in the future get a nicer 
government. 

We say to that: dead women can’t 
vote. And while they’re making cuts, 
we bleed. 

How we effectively campaign 
to save Doncaster Women’s Aid is 
a question not just for those who 
support us but also for those who 
choose not to support us. Because if 
Women’s Aid closes, women’s lives 
will be at risk. 

Nationally, two women a week are 
murdered and three commit suicide 

as a result of being in an abusive 
relationship. 

I was told it’s better to have La-
bour councils making cuts than 
have them vote against cuts and 
then eventually have the Tories 
bring in auditors to make them. 

Tell that to the three women and 
two children who were murdered 
within 25 miles of Doncaster this 
February by a male member of their 
family. 

Tell that to the women of Don-
caster who will have no specialised 
support worker once Women’s Aid 
closes. Tell that to the 12 women a 
day who call the police in Doncaster 
because of domestic abuse. Tell that 
to the children living with domestic 
abuse who will carry the scars for 
the rest of their lives.

I take my hat off to the Dpac cam-
paigners who fight for their rights, I 
take my hat off to the Carnegie Lam-
beth library occupiers who have 
been fighting for their rights and I 
thank Sisters Uncut for their action 
to demand ring-fenced funding for 
domestic violence services. 

I thank those who support the 
Women’s Lives Matter campaign lo-
cally and nationally and urge others 
to set up a similar campaign in their 
town to defend women’s lives.

�� Read full article at
socialistparty.org.uk, where you 
can also see a video of Louise 
appearing in the audience of 
BBC’s Question Time

Waltham Forest  
Socialist Party members

A happy ending may be in sight for 
tenants of the Butterfields estate in 
Walthamstow who have been cam-
paigning since February to keep 
their homes. A housing association, 
Dolphin Living, has expressed an 
interest in buying all the homes and 
keeping tenants in them on their 
current rents. 

Nicole, one of the leading organ-
isers of the campaign, said: “It’s very 
exciting. It’s the very beginning of 
this process but we’re hopeful. And 
we’re so grateful for the work every-
one has put into the campaign.”

As the Socialist has previously re-
ported, 63 homes on the estate were 
sold by their previous charity owner, 
the Glasspool Trust, to private de-
velopers Butterfields E17 Ltd. That 

company then began proceedings 
to evict all the tenants so they could 
sell the properties for a quick profit. 

The Socialist Party has been cam-
paigning with the tenants exploring 
all avenues that may keep them in 
their homes. 

We have written to as many hous-
ing associations as possible and had 
interest from several, lobbied the 
council and issued draft motions 
calling on the council to act. We 
encouraged the tenants to set up a 
tenants’ association which has or-
ganised many of the meetings and 
protests. 

The bottom line of the Butter-
fields Won’t Budge campaign from 
the start was just that - the ten-
ants would not budge. Socialist 
Party members strongly encour-
aged the idea that a strategy must 
be built around no compromise on 
this point - no one was going to be 

forced out of their home. 
The offer from Dolphin is a vin-

dication of this approach. Only by 
staying well beyond when asked to 
leave by the landlords (despite in-
timidation and threats) and getting 
prepared for potential legal action 
and physical eviction resistance if 
that became necessary, have the 
tenants got this far. 

Stay organised
Tenants are determined to keep 
the tenants’ association going and 
prepare for any future attacks. They 
stress that they have learnt a lot 
from the campaign. 

Margaret, another tenant, said 
that they have all done things they 
wouldn’t have thought they were 
capable of - being interviewed on 
television, for example. This group 
of working class people has been 
knitted together through this strug-
gle and the tenants have found their 
political voices. 

Any victory for the Butterfields 
Won’t Budge campaign must be the 
start, not the end, of a major fight-
back against the housing crisis in 
Walthamstow.

�� Read the full version of this  
article at socialistparty.org.uk 

The Socialist Party calls for:
�� End gentrification and social 

cleansing - We Won’t Move! 
�� Rent control to cap rents in 

the private sector at genuinely 
affordable levels

�� A mass council  
house-building programme

Butterfields: campaign 
to stay getting results

Women’s Lives Matter 
Fighting to save 
aid for women

If Women’s Aid closes, 
women’s lives will 
be at risk

Louise appearing 
on Question Time

Paula Mitchell
London Socialist Party

Two weeks before the 
London mayoral elec-
tion, David Cameron 
launched a desperate, 
racist, anti-Muslim attack 

on Labour candidate Sadiq Khan in 
Parliament. Why the desperation? 
Because so shortly before election 
day, Khan was 20 points ahead of 
Tory Zac Goldsmith. 

While there are no council elec-
tions in London this year, on 5 May 
Londoners will vote for the Greater 
London Authority (GLA): a direct-
ly-elected mayor, and 25 assembly 
members. There is the possibility 
that Labour could win an outright 
majority on the assembly for the 
first time. 

The Tories are in a massive cri-
sis. Riven by the EU referendum, 
they could split and fall from power 
within weeks. Failure in the London 
elections would be another blow. 

But were the Corbynistas in Lon-
don to fight for a bold anti-austerity 
approach, they could be much more 

than this. They could be a lightning 
rod to harness all the anger at aus-
terity and at the Tories, to drive 
them out. 

Unfortunately, Jeremy Corbyn, 
in another retreat in the face of the 
right-wing Blairites that infest the 
Labour Party, has not insisted on 
the London elections being fought 
on the policies that swept him to the 
leadership. 

Khan
And rather than fight for those poli-
cies, Momentum in London has 
descended into cheerleading the 
#JezWeKhan election “Khanpaign”. 
The Socialist Party understands that 
big numbers of Londoners want to 
drive the Tories out of City Hall and 
will vote for Sadiq Khan to do that.

But unfortunately, Sadiq Khan 
has made it clear, with such state-
ments as: “I like the fact that Lon-
don is home to 140 billionaires. I 
like the fact that there are 400,000 
millionaires,” that he is not intend-
ing to be an anti-austerity mayor 
who challenges the interests of the 
super-rich.   

Khan was elected Labour candi-

date for London mayor at the same 
time as Jeremy Corbyn was elected 
leader. His win against Blairite Tes-
sa Jowell was part of the ‘Corbyn-
surge’. Labour’s membership in 
London grew faster than elsewhere 
after Corbyn’s leadership victory, 
doubling to over 80,000. 

Polls in December showed more 
people in London opposed the 
bombing of Syria than nationally. 
Sadiq Khan voted against the bomb-
ing. In the 2015 general election 
London bucked the national trend of 
Labour’s defeat, with a swing of 3.4%. 

One of the factors in Labour’s 
support in London is the ethnic di-
versity of London’s population, with 
black and Asian communities still 
tending to vote Labour as less racist 
than the Tories. 

Another factor is that there is a 
layer of better-off workers and a ‘lib-
eral’ middle class in London, includ-
ing young working and middle class 
people moving to London for work, 
who despite being reasonably well-
paid struggle to get by. 

Housing
Tory support in London has been 
hit by increasingly low pay, inse-
cure employment and crippling 
living and housing costs. The price 
of homes on the route of the recent 
London marathon has more than 
tripled since 2000. 

The average rent for a two-bed 
home is now over £2,200 a month. 
Half of the evictions of private rent-
ers in the country happen in Lon-
don - and they have doubled in the 
last five years. 

In this context, the Tories’ at-
tempts to smear Khan by link-
ing him with Corbyn appear to be 
backfiring. Very many Corbyn sup-
porters, anti-austerity and anti-war 
campaigners will vote for Khan in 
order to support Corbyn. 

But Sadiq Khan is no Corbynista, 

explicitly repeating, “I’m not Jeremy 
Corbyn’s representative in London.”  
The reality is that win or lose, the re-
sult will be used by the right wing 
to attack Corbyn: if Khan wins it is 
despite Corbyn, if he loses it is be-
cause of Corbyn.  

Khan says: “I’m running for may-
or because I want all Londoners to 
get the opportunities that our city 
gave to me and my family when I 
was growing up. 

“A secure home you can afford, 
good jobs with decent pay, a mod-
ern and affordable transport sys-
tem, an NHS that puts patients first, 
fantastic state schools and real ac-
tion to reduce crime. I’ll be a mayor 
for all Londoners.”

Whose interests?
But really it depends what kind of 
Londoner you are. Because in a let-
ter to voters he also says: “I’ll be the 
most pro-business mayor London 
has ever had… Business will always 
have a seat at the table when I’m 
mayor”. 

It is not possible to actually repre-
sent all those interests at the same 
time. Unless a clear programme 
is put forward that challenges big 
business and the super-rich, and a 
campaign mobilised in its defence, 
theirs will be the interests that win 
out. 

For example, Khan’s proposals to 
increase house-building to 80,000 
a year (from the current 23,000), to 
give ‘first dibs’ to Londoners, and 
to prioritise key workers, will be 
popular. But in reality he aims 
to do this by attracting big 
business investment, and 
has a target of only 50% 
being ‘affordable’. 

Corbyn-supporters in-
side and outside the La-
bour Party could still fight 
for an anti-austerity, social-
ist programme for London. 

An anti-austerity GLA would be a 
powerful counter-force to the Tory 
government. 

The mayor controls a budget of 
£17 billion, plus an additional re-
gional housing fund, and can use 
the same prudential borrowing sys-
tem as councils. 

The GLA could play a critical role in 
coordinating resistance to council cuts 
by the London boroughs, and could 
mount mass campaigns of trade un-
ions and communities against schools 
cuts and forced academies, in defence 
of the NHS, and against the cuts to 
Transport for London. 
■ For a longer version of this 
article, including measures that 
could be taken by an 
anti-austerity London 
mayor, as well as 
progress 
of other 
candidates in 
the election, 
see www.
socialistparty.
org.uk

London elections: 
fight for an 
anti-austerity GLA

Like Socialist 
Party  on 
Facebook 
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Northern 600 473 79%

Eastern 1,200 793 66%

Wales 2,300 950 41%
South West 1,400 547 39%

London 6,100 2,046 34%

West Midlands 2,100 654 31%

East Midlands 1,600 479 30%

North West 1,800 432 24%

Yorkshire 2,900 504 17%

Southern 1,200 174 15%

South East 750 116 15%

Other 3,050 25 1%

TOTAL 25,000 7,192 29%

 	   £ target    £ received                         April to June 2016                          Deadline 30 June 2016

Socialist Party Fighting Fund
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Public services 
��No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

��No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

��Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

��Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

��A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

��Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on 
an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with 
low rents. 

Work and income
��Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings.

��All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

��An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

��Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

��Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

��A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

Environment
��Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

��Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

��A democratically planned, low-fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

Rights
��Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, gender, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

��Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

��Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

��For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

New mass workers’ party 
��For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. Support the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition as an 
important step towards this.

Socialism and internationalism
��No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
��Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

��A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

��No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:

90,000 protest against TTIP in Germany
Opernplatz in Hannover was too small for the 90,000 people crammed 
in to march against TTIP. Sozialistische Alternative (SAV - sister section 
of the Socialist Party in Germany) members from ten cities joined the 
protest raising almost €2,000. USA President Barack Obama was in 
Germany to secure support for the free market and privatisation trade 
deal. When Obama arrived in the UK he said TTIP would be strengthened 
by a Remain vote in the EU referendum.

Video: Watch Paul Murphy on the socialist 
case for EU exit
“The whole debate about Europe in [Ireland] and in Britain is founded 
on a big lie.” Socialist Party Ireland TD (MP) Paul Murphy spoke in 
the debate in the Dail (parliament). Paul went on to say “We’ve had 
at least three silent coups driven by the unelected European Central 
Bank over the past 6 years [which] replaced [elected governments] with 
governments by bankers for bankers...Socialists in Britain and the North 
are campaigning against this right-wing Europe [of war and austerity]...
they have zero in common with the right-wing Tories and Ukipers who’ve 
unfortunately been allowed to dominate the leave campaign. Watch the 
whole video at www.socialistworld.net/doc/7557

Why we need 
A new party 
of the 99%
Kshama Sawant,
Socialist Alternative (CWI, USA), 
Seattle

Despite a decisive vic-
tory, providing further 
confirmation of her 
likely nomination, in 
many respects Hillary 

Clinton emerges from the New York 
primary more damaged, her party 
more divided, than she entered it. 

The ‘Battle of New York’ has 
served only to further expose what 
millions of people in the US are 
becoming painfully aware of - the 
Democratic Party primary is rigged 
in favour of the establishment. 

The discussion started with the 
top-down, super-delegate system 
and enormous influence of corpo-
rate money in politics. It has gone 
on to raise awareness about the 
generally undemocratic nature of 
the Democratic primary and party 
itself.

This includes its myriad of anti-
democratic voting rules, frontload-
ing of conservative states, heavy tilt-
ing of the playing field by the media 
establishment, and antagonistic 
role of Democratic Party leaders 
towards grassroots challengers like 
Sanders.

Rigged
Working people have seen the 
pro-corporate character of the 
Democratic Party leadership itself 
on full display. To this establish-
ment, Sanders’ call for a ‘political 
revolution’ against billionaires and 
wealthy campaign donors is utterly 
unacceptable. 

This Democratic leadership bases 
itself on the exchange of favours and 
on a revolving door of influence be-
tween elected positions and lucra-
tive corporate and lobbyist careers. 
Meanwhile they use their weight 
and influence to whip labour and 
church leaders into line. 

Add to this the combined power 
of Wall Street Super PACs (fundrais-
ing Political Action Committees) 
and you have a primary and politi-
cal party which is hostile terrain for 
a candidate of the 99%. 

One simple fact reveals the rigged 
character of the system: National 
polls consistently show Bernie 
Sanders enjoys, by far, the highest 
favourability rating of all presiden-
tial candidates, and beats all Repub-
licans in head-to-head match-ups. 
Yet he will very likely be eliminated 

USA: The un-Democratic primary

before the general election if he 
plays by the rules of the two-party 
system. 

We are entering what is possibly 
the most favourable moment in US 
history to launch a new left 
party. Public trust is 
collapsing in both 
major parties, 
the establish-
ment media, 
and all the 
key institu-
tions prop-
ping up 
A m e r i c a n 
capitalism. 

Eight years 
since the 
Great Reces-
sion, with most 
workers still suf-
fering despite the re-
covery on Wall Street, all 
the built-up anger and discontent 
is expressing itself in a bitter revolt 
against establishment Democratic 
and Republican leaders. 

This is the context for the dramatic 
rise of Bernie Sanders - with a genu-
inely left-wing platform, refusing 
corporate donations, embracing the 
socialist label, and making the call 
for “a political revolution against the 
billionaire class” his central slogan. 

The stronger Bernie’s “political 
revolution” has become, the 
more it has threatened to break 
out of the straightjacket 
imposed by the 
Democratic Party which 
is completely dominated 
by big business. 

That’s why Socialist 
Alternative, and 
# M o v e m e n t 4 B e r n i e 
are petitioning Bernie 
to continue running 
through to November as 
an independent or on the 
Green Party ticket with Jill 
Stein, if he is blocked in the 
rigged primary process, and to call 

a conference 
to discuss 
launching a 
new party of 
the 99%. 

If there 
are con-

cerns about 
helping elect 

a Republican, 
there is no reason 

Bernie could not at 
least run in the 40-plus 

states where it’s absolutely clear 
the Democratic or Republican can-
didate will win, while not putting his 
name on the five to ten closely con-
tested “swing states”.

On the other hand, if despite all 
their dirty tricks against him, Sand-
ers remains loyal to the Democratic 
Party and backs Clinton in the gen-
eral election, it would mean the de-
moralisation and disorganisation of 
much of our movement. 

We need a strategy to push back 
right-wing Republicans. But col-
lapsing the anti-establishment 
movement behind Bernie into the 
Clinton campaign - a false unity 
with the candidate of Wall Street 
and the political establishment - 
would leave the field wide open for 
right-populists like Trump or Cruz 
to expand their base. 

If Sanders chooses that path, 

Paul Newberry
Alternatywa Socjalistyczna (CWI 
in Poland)

A plan by the ruling right-wing 
Law and Justice party to intro-
duce a total ban on abortion in 
Poland has angered a signifi-
cant section of the population. 
It has sparked a series of large 
demonstrations in Warsaw and 
other cities as well as a sponta-
neous movement fighting for 
abortion rights involving tens of 
thousands of women. 

Solidarity protests have also 
taken place outside Polish em-
bassies around Europe, with 
CWI members participating 
and often organising the pro-
tests.

Not only are protesters oppos-
ing the introduction of a total 
ban, but they are also demand-
ing the liberalisation of Poland’s 
already restrictive law under the 
slogan “Reclaim Choice”. One of 
the key demands of the move-
ment is for abortion on demand.

The day after the first demon-
strations on 3 April the prime 
minister, Beata Szydło, started to 

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 
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Poland
Anger at abortion ban plan

 The anti-abortion law was 
introduced in 1993 - the early 
years of the restoration of 
capitalism - under intense 
pressure from the Catholic 
Church, which was seen as 
a key pillar of support for the 
establishment of capitalism 
and the resulting rampant 
neoliberalism. 

At that time about 70% 
of society was against the 
introduction of the abortion 
ban and supported the existing 
law, which allowed access to 
abortion “for social reasons”. 
Nevertheless, the ban was 
forced through, along with 
the introduction of religion in 
schools and the signing of 
the Concordat, which gave 
huge material privileges to the 
Church.

continuing the political revolution 
will mean ‘Sandernistas’ boldly 
moving beyond Bernie. 

An aggressive independent cam-
paign for president by Bernie Sand-
ers, linked to building a new mass 
party for the 99%, could dramati-
cally transform American politics. 

Bernie would not need to win the 
election to force a decisive leftward 
shift in US society. Even registering 
a vote of ten or 15 million for a new 
party (and the potential exists to 

win a far larger vote) could strike 
a crippling blow to the political 
monopoly of the two parties of 
American capitalism. 

Stakes
The stakes are simply too high to let 
this moment slip through our fin-
gers. Capitalism is plunging human-
ity into a social and ecological catas-
trophe. Bernie’s campaign shows a 
viable fightback is possible. 

What’s missing is a strategy to sus-

tain and grow our movement. Now 
is the time for bold action to build a 
fighting, working class political al-
ternative - a party for the millions, 
not the millionaires. 
This is a shortened version of an 
article originally published on 
counterpunch.org

We are entering what 
is possibly the most 
favourable moment in US 
history to launch a new 
left party

Thousands listen to Bernie Sanders 
in Portland, Maine last year photo 
BernieSanders2016/Creative Commons

Kshama Sawant 
photo Seattle City 
Council/Creative 
Commons

Solidarity with Sudanese students
Students at the University of Khartoum in Sudan opposing 
privatisation face arrest and state violence. CWI members around 
the world send support to the students’ struggle. Pictured here 
are solidarity messages from Sudan, Nigeria and Germany.

Follow us 
on Twitter 

@Socialist_Party

retreat, stating that she had only 
“expressed a personal opinion”. 
Rather than driving demon-
strators home, this raised their 
confidence in their power to 
bend the government. A new 
committee, Reclaim Choice Al-
liance, organised a demo on 9 
April outside parliament.

Movement
But while the Reclaim Choice 
Alliance is firm about the need 
to fight for full liberalisation of 
the law, in the much broader 
grassroots facebook movement, 
Dziewuchy Dziewuchom, there 
are many conflicting views 
about the way forward.

Alternatywa Socjalistyczna 
argues that to limit ourselves to 
only defending the status quo 
is a strategy that will lead to de-
feat. It means giving in to the 
pro-life arguments of the right 
wing and the Catholic Church 
without even putting up a fight. 

We must explain the desper-
ate situation of thousands and 
tens of thousands of women 
whose health and lives are put 
at risk by the ban. We demand 
full access to abortions - free 

abortion on demand. We also 
demand free and good quality 
healthcare for women without 
the possibility of doctors block-
ing treatment due to their so-
called “religious conscience”.
Full article at
socialistworld.net
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Tata steel crisis
100% 
nationalisation 
now! Alec Thraves,

Socialist Party Wales

With the gov-
e r n m e n t ’ s 
a n n o u n c e -
ment that it 
is prepared to 

take a 25% stake in a Tata Steel 
buyout there has inevitably 
been a flurry of reaction - with 
hopes understandably raised 
that such a deal could offer a 
lifeline to steel workers and 
their communities.

Even the partial nationalisa-
tion offered by this Tory gov-
ernment - a complete u-turn 
- shows the enormous political 
pressure Cameron is facing in 
trying to retain UK capitalism’s 
power and prestige in this crit-
ical area of manufacturing. It 
also reflects the political weak-
ness of this hated and divided 
government (see editorial, 
page 4).

When Tata announced plans 
to cut 1,050 UK jobs in January 
(750 at its Port Talbot plant), 
Socialist Party members, 
alongside the National Shop 
Stewards Network (NSSN), 
launched a campaign for the 
democratic nationalisation of 
Tata Steel as the only guaran-
tee of keeping the plants open.

Unlike some of the Welsh 
steel trade union leaders 
and Aberavon Labour MP 
Stephen Kinnock, we had no 

‘Tories out!’ march, April 2016 photo Paul Mattsson

confidence that the Tata board 
of directors would protect jobs. 
Unfortunately we were proven 
correct.

At the start of our campaign 
for full nationalisation the 
Welsh government’s First Min-
ister, Carwyn Jones, dismissed 
outright the call for nationali-
sation, calling it a ‘red herring’ 
and a ‘non-starter’. So did the 
so-called leaders of the steel 
workers’ union Community, 
when one of their Welsh rep-
resentatives told BBC Wales 
news that they were actually 
opposing nationalisation!

These very same people 
are now ecstatic at the gov-
ernment’s announcement of 
25% nationalisation, which of 
course is a big step forward. 
But because it still comes with 
reliance on private sector in-
tervention from investment 
companies and vulture capi-
talists, there remains great un-
certainty over the future of the 
plants.

A united struggle involving 
Tata Steel workers from across 
the company to demand full 
nationalisation remains the 
best way to save jobs and de-
fend steel communities. This 
is what the steel unions should 
be urgently organising instead 
of going cap in hand, begging 
the ruthless private sector to 
invest!

 Continued on page 7
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