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he establishment

media, the fat-

cat bosses, both
wings of the Tories, and
the Labour right have
formed an axis. An axis
against Corbyn’s anti-
austerity call.

It is plain that a mass party with a
programme to make working class lives
better could command ferocious sup-
port. It would also threaten the power
and privilege of the super-rich 1%. The
Corbyn movement’s obvious electabil-
ity has forced all competing establish-
ment forces together against it.

The super-rich and their Tory reps
fear how far a Corbyn-led Labour
might go. Free education, a £10 an
hour minimum wage and nationalised
rail and energy could whet workers’
appetites.

The Labour right tries intrigue after
intrigue to oust Corbyn, stymie the
new members, or throw Labour’s gen-
eral election chances.

Their man Owen Smith is a former
big pharma lobbyist. He and his ilk
share interests with the capitalists.
They want to retire to boardrooms
and consultancies like their Tory col-
leagues. There’s no place for them in
an anti-austerity Labour Party - let’s
get them out!

And the establishment’s friends and
hirelings in the press, from Express to
Guardian, print smears and label him
‘unelectable’! Phoney charges of ‘rac-
ism’ and ‘intimidation’ - made by cuts-
happy warmongers trying to bully new
members out of activity.

Still, thousands turn out for Corbyn
in towns and cities previously un-
touched by mass rallies.

The establishment will never let up.
Its media is there to defend the profit
system. To get your regular antidote,
the Socialist, visit socialistparty.org.
uk/subscribe.

But the only way to defend Corbyn
- and defeat austerity once and for all -
is to organise. A strong workers’ party
with a bold socialist programme can
scatter establishment lies.

Corbyn’s swelling support hints at
this. Let’s use it to force the right - in-
side and outside Labour - out of power.

B Answer right’s attacks with firm
socialist programme: editorial, p2-3
M Rally reports: pages 3 and 10

B Union endorsements: page 6
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What we think

t is no accident that as ballot papers were sent out
in the crucial Labour leadership contest, London
mayor Sadiq Khan chose this moment to openly
join the long list of those to attack and vilify Jeremy
Corbyn.

The Socialist Party warned from before Khan was
elected that he would use his position not as a political
victory for Labour but as a personal victory in opposition
to the anti-austerity message of Jeremy Corbyn. Our ob-
jections were pushed aside by many on the left, including
the leadership of pro-Corbyn group Momentum.

Only a day before this attack, Khan was allegedly
committed to not ‘interfere’ in the contest. Such is the
desperation of the Labour right and supporters of Owen
Smith that they have exerted pressure on him to come
out against Corbyn on allegedly electoral grounds.

Khan wrote in the Observer that he would support
Owen Smith because “Jeremy has already proved that
he is unable to organise an effective team, and has
failed to win the trust and respect of the British people.”
This from somebody who nominated Corbyn last time but
didn’t vote for him.

Tom Watson launched an attack on
alleged ‘Trotskyist entryists’. The
real problem for Labour has not been
entryism but exitism of members and
voters during the years of Blairism

Nevertheless Jeremy Corbyn gave Khan full support
in his own election campaign. Moreover he was elected
on the coattails of the massive anti-austerity wave which
was both reflected in the Jeremy Corbyn leadership cam-
paign and given a big boost by its success. Khan came
to power in London pledging, for example, far-reaching
measures in favour of tenants. Yet when tenants threat-
ened with eviction on the Butterfields estate in east Lon-
don (see page 10) wrote to him asking for support, his
office replied simply saying there is nothing he can do.

We warned the leadership of Momentum that its un-
critical support for Khan in the London election would
come back and bite it later. Khan had already demon-
strated his support for the super-rich 1%, calling for more
billionaires in London - a city that already has more bil-
lionaires than any other major city in the world.

Attacks

Khan's is just the latest in a long line of attacks on Jer-
emy Corbyn. Heidi Alexander, who resigned as shadow
health secretary in June, wrote in the Guardian: “I hated
being a member of Jeremy’s shadow cabinet - because
it was entirely dysfunctional.” Alexander’s priorities were
exposed when, while still in the shadow cabinet, she
complained about Jeremy Corbyn and shadow chancel-
lor John McDonnell appearing on picket lines to support
striking junior doctors!

Deputy leader Tom Watson has launched an attack on
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WITH FIRM SOCIALIST PROGRAMME

Big crowds come to cheer Jeremy Corbyn in Derby photo Steve Score
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alleged ‘Trotskyist entryists’, which Corbyn has correctly
dismissed as nonsense. The real problem for Labour has
not been entryism but exitism of hundreds of thousands
of members and of five million former Labour voters who
deserted the party during the catastrophic pro-capitalist
years of Blairism.

But this attempt to repeat the methods of the right
wing of the early 1980s has not worked because now
they are identified with austerity and neoliberalism. This
is in contrast to the Socialist Party and others, often
leading the struggles against the consequences of these
policies, including zero-hour contracts, poverty pay, and
SO on.

Moreover, we have been to the fore in gaining support
for Jeremy Corbyn, especially through the trade unions.
In Unite, it was a Socialist Party member who moved
the successful motion at conference calling for manda-
tory reselection. In the Communication Workers’ Union
Socialist Party members successfully moved a motion
calling for everything possible to be done to defend Cor-

byn and defeat the Blairites. In the PCS Socialist Party
members have been to the fore, along with others, in
maximising the support.

Record

We’ve answered these attacks on Trotskyism by pointing
out that Leon Trotsky, one of the leaders of the 1917
Russian Revolution, played a heroic role opposing Stalin-
ist totalitarianism and fighting for workers’ democracy.
Also, adherents to his ideas - in particular in the Socialist
Party and its predecessor Militant - led the heroic battle
in Liverpool City Council in the 1980s, which defeated
Thatcher, as well as the movement against the unfair
Poll Tax which brought her down.

We have suggested that we be able to participate as
an affiliated part of the movement, which has found
more and more support. We call for the Socialist Party
and others to be able to participate in an anti-austerity
Labour Party on the same basis as the Cooperative Par-
ty does currently. It has been affiliated to Labour since

.m I‘Ia.ve YO'I'I. gOt news fOl‘ 'l'I.S = DEADLINE: Friday before publication date - urgent news: Monday

10208988 8777 < editors@socialistparty.org.uk

+@socialistpaper

mil

1927 as a separate entity supporting Labour from within
the party. This proposal has been dismissed by the right
wing as support for a ‘party within a party.’

But lo and behold, the right themselves have now em-
braced this idea, although in a distorted form - not to
push Labour to the left but to shore up the right. The
Sunday Times reported: “Labour MPs will set up a new
rebel group in parliament to co-ordinate mass defiance
of Jeremy Corbyn’s hard-left policies if he wins the lead-
ership election.” This group would supposedly have
its own whip and aim to change the rules to elect the
shadow cabinet themselves. Evidently they don’'t mind a
party within a party as long as it's one that can be used
against Jeremy Corbyn and the anti-austerity movement.

Counter to what the right claim, Corbyn can win sup-
port not just from the wider labour movement but also
in the broad electorate. They peddle the myth that he is
unelectable. But in reality they and the capitalists bitterly
oppose him precisely because he could win on an anti-
austerity programme.

Right-wing social democracy is discredited everywhere
- in France, Greece, Spain and in Germany where it now
seems that the social democrats are agreeing to the rais-
ing of the retirement age to 69!

Despite all the mud slung at his campaign, Corbyn won
the nominations of Constituency Labour Parties five to
one. However, the right are determined to further under-
mine him and his supporters and to remove him if neces-

sary. The leadership of the GMB trade union have justified
their decision to support Owen Smith on the basis of a
consultation in which several GMB members have com-
plained they received no notification and so were unable
to participate. The same was the case in the Usdaw shop
workers union, where the only vote was a phone ballot of
the 16 members of the union’s executive committee!

Even some of those union leaders who are officially
supporting Corbyn can’t resist striking a low blow at the
same time. For instance, Dave Prentis, general secretary
of Unison, referred to the Labour Party becoming “the
nasty party” - an outrageous comparison between Cor-
byn’s Labour and the Tory party. But it is Prentis and his
witch-hunts of the left - particularly of four Socialist Party
members who were accused and cleared of racism - not
Corbyn supporters, who presents the ‘nasty’ face of anti-
democratic bureaucracy.

The right want to limit the scale of the Corbyn victory,
hoping that this will make it easier for them to continue
undermining him afterwards. If they fail in this and Cor-
byn maintains a big majority, they hope against hope
that the Tories will come to their rescue, like Thatcher
in the 1980s.

Tory MP Andrew Bridgen, who was quoted during the
EU referendum campaign saying that he had no interest
in stabbing Cameron in the back and would much rather
stab him in the front, has revealed that the Labour right
are desperate for an election and are pursuing a policy of
‘electoral defeatism’. He has claimed that senior Labour
politicians have approached him begging for the Tories
to call a general election, which they then hope their own
party would lose.

The idea that Jeremy Corbyn and the left
can’t win is bogus

But again, the problem for them is that the idea Jer-
emy Corbyn and the left can’t win is bogus. Corbyn has
correctly said that Labour must appeal to former Tory vot-
ers. What’s the best way to do that? With policies like
democratic nationalisation of rail - which a big majority
of the population, including many Tory voters, support.

The constant harassment and vilification in the media
will cut no ice with the great majority voting in this elec-
tion. The argument that Corbyn is not popular and that
the Tories will exploit the ‘lack of support’ for him and his
programme is wrong. So is the idea that splits in Labour
will be a major factor in Corbyn’s defeat. There are even
bigger splits on the Tory side - over Brexit and its terms,
for example. Ken Clarke has talked of 100 MPs wander-
ing around in a daze.

Reselection

The right, if they have a majority, always go for the jugular
and seek to force the left out, including through expul-
sions. Unfortunately, even when it is clear they have the
upper hand, the left don’t act as firmly in standing up
for our side and replacing these people with class fight-
ers. The Labour Party needs mandatory reselection to
transform the basis of its elected representatives. This
is not just the case for MPs but also for local council-
lors - 1,000 who have signed a letter in support of Owen
Smith. These are the people passing on Tory cuts at local
level, as well as thousands of others who haven’t signed.
Corbyn must be consistently anti-cuts, including being
prepared to replace these councillors.

The way to cement the Jeremy Corbyn campaign and
guarantee victory is to come out clearly for a fighting so-
cialist programme. His recent stand in relation to Nato,
of arguing in opposition to the right that it was incorrect
to say they would automatically support Nato in any con-
flict, won wide support, particularly from young people.

He and his supporters must stand firm on this and
on other key issues such as demands for free educa-
tion and student grants, reintroducing EMA student pay-
ments, a mass programme of council house-building,
rent controls and the democratic nationalisation of rail
and the utilities. They must fight for mandatory reselec-
tion to ensure we have politicians who stand for and fight
for these policies too. And they must link these immedi-
ate struggles to the need for socialist change.

m The Rise of Militant by Peter Taaffe available from
Left Books - www.leftbooks.co.uk

Socialist Party members show their support for Jeremy
cOrbyn at his election rally in Derby photo Steve Score
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Cheers tor Corbyn, boos
for Khan at London rally

Paula Mitchell
London Socialist Party

Journalists on Twitter said the turn-
out at the Jeremy Corbyn rally in
Kilburn, north-west London, on 21
August was “moderate”. That wasn’t
true in either size or outlook.

Over 3,500 people of all ages took
part in an enthusiastic rally demon-
strating once again the tremendous
hunger there is for an alternative to
the endless austerity and inequal-
ity served up by all the big business
parties.

The popularity of the policies the
Socialist Party has campaigned on
for years - such as council house-
building, rent controls, and free
education - meant the hall was
filled with cheers time and again.
In an echo of our slogans, Jeremy
declared we want a society “for the
millions not the millionaires.”

The only exception to the ap-
plause was when the audience
erupted in boos at the mention of

London mayor Sadiq Khan.

Unfortunately, while Corbyn de-
clared that austerity is a political
choice not a necessity and slammed
the fact that austerity has fallen
hardest on the poorest areas, there
was no pledge for Labour councils
to stop passing on the cuts.

The elephant in the room was the
Blairite MPs. While the speakers
called for unity behind the leader,
the long queue outside was full of
discussion about what needs to be
done.

Socialist Party members talked
with people about reselection, and
a federal structure in a re-formed
Labour Party. Lots of people agreed
that the Labour Party should open
up to include all anti-austerity forc-
es, including the Socialist Party.

People were curious about the
Socialist Party, having seen us in the
press recently. We sold 80 copies of
the Socialist.

m See page 10 for more Corbyn
reports from around the country

Socialism Today

The Socialist Party’s magazine

September issue includes:

mCorbyn Insurgency 2.0
On course to win but faces
bitter right-wing struggle,
writes Hannah Sell

£3including postage:
Socialism Today PO Box 24697,

London E11 1YD.
Subscribe for £25 a year at
www.socialismtoday.org
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Becci Heagney

There has been a lost decade for
wage growth. Workers will have re-
alised this, many getting pay freezes
while the cost of living keeps on
climbing up.

Figures released by the Office for
National Statistics show the income
of working households is down £400
a year on pre-2008 levels. The aver-
age hourly wage for both graduates
and non-graduates fell by 20% be-
tween 2008 and 2013.

The forecast doesn’t show much
improvement, either. While infla-
tion is still at historically low levels,
it has increased and will continue to
increase over the coming months.
This will eat into wages, meaning we
will feel the squeeze even more.

The pound is weak so imports are
costing more. This hike in costs for
the companies is being passed on
to consumers. Food prices will rise.
Railway companies are chomping at
the bit to increase fares - see page 5.

Rise

We desperately need a pay rise! In
response to the rise in inflation, the
Trade Union Congress has called for
an increase in government spend-
ing on infrastructure to help the
economy. However, they have said
nothing about their policy of a £10
an hour minimum wage.

Bosses are using the excuse of the
Brexit vote and uncertainty in the
market to keep wages down while
prices rise. But we can’t wait any
longer!

We can'’t afford another lost dec-
ade. The rich have doubled their
wealth while workers continue to
suffer. We need to organise to fight
for our share.

Capitalism and its representatives
offer no way out - it’s cuts and crisis
forever. Recent successful strikes by
low-paid workers show what is pos-
sible (see back page). We need this
type of fightback across the board.

Pay still below
TRFEEHSIS
—levels
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AGAINST RACISM &
CAPITALISM

Black footballer's taser death

S10P POLICE

o

Black Lives Matters marchers protesting

against police racism in south London
on 6 August photo James lvens

Hugo Pierre
Socialist Party
black and Asian group

Ex-footballer Dalian Atkinson was
repeatedly tasered by police at his
home in Telford, Shropshire on 15
August. He died from the incident
an hour and a half later. The police
claim that they were called to an
incident following a “report of con-
cern for the safety of an individual”

Atkinson is the 16th person to
have died after being tasered by
police since the weapon was first
introduced in 2003. Taser use has
increased as more police are is-
sued with them. They do not have
the same restrictions on their use as
firearms, and the amount of training
is usually three days.

Atkinson’s death follows those
of many other black people at the
hands of police. Only in July, Mzee
Mohammed was killed in police
custody in Liverpool; last year Sheku
Bayoh died of asphyxiation in Kir-
caldy, Scotland, following a brutal
arrest. These are just some of the
campaigns trying to get justice for
victims of police brutality.

But many more black youth and
workers face harassment. On the
streets, black youths are several
times more likely to be stopped and
searched than white youths.

And in the same week as Atkinson’s
killing, a report from the Equality and
Human Rights Commission showed
racism and discrimination are still
entrenched in the power structures
of British society. Black children are
three times more likely to be excluded
in schools; black graduates earn 23%
less than their white counterparts.

As well as fighting for democrat-
ic community control over police
policy and hiring, we need to fight
to end the capitalist system which
profits from racist oppression. So-
cialism can guarantee jobs, homes
and services for all, laying the basis
for campaigning to eliminate racism
once and for all.

B Fresh US protests as police kill
another black man - read the full
article at socialistparty.org.uk

(DD FEERs

Socialist Party general secretary
Peter Taaffe appeared on TV, as did
former Liverpool Militant-supporting
Labour councillor Tony Mulhearn
(pic right), to explain rising interest
in socialist ideas. RT broadcast the
interviews on 18 August.

B See the interviews at
tinyurl.com/TonyPeterRT

Peter Taaffe (pic below, left) also
debated with right-wing Labour
leadership candidate Owen Smith’s
chief advisor on Channel 4 on 11
August. Despite the interviewer’s
attempts to cause controversy

by accusing the Socialist Party of
calling for “violent revolution”, Smith
aide Neale Coleman (right) could
not answer socialist arguments.

B Watch the debate at
tinyurl.com/ColemanTaaffe

£500m on civil service redundancies in two years

" desperately required to
carry out the basic func-
tions of the state?
Just three people, a
bunch of Whitehall appa-
o] S a ratchiks Cameron called
dancy payments in hd his ‘advisors, received £1.3
two years, according million - before transferring

to its own major de- straight to another depart-
partments’ figures, ment after his resignation.
recently published by Meanwhile, around 90,000

the Telegraph.

The Tory paper is very
specific in its outrage over
who gets large government
payouts. Its owners have
been parasites on public
funds for generations.

They raise a good point
though. How many nurses,
doctors, teachers or fire-
fighters could be funded
with the money spent
on firing civil servants

A civil service worker

Whitehall spent more
than half a billion =
pounds on redun-

workers have been laid off

since 2010, with proposals for an-

other 100,000 despite increasing
workloads.

We demand an end to the
contempt of the 1% for our
public servants. Reverse
all public service cuts and

sell-offs.

\ When the ruling class
agitates for an end to
government profligacy,

it means sacking workers

without proper redundancy pay-
ments. In fact, bosses are already
developing policy proposals to cut
redundancy payments, despite hav-
ing stated the budget is balanced
following the pensions dispute of
2011.

When the government cuts funds
from our public services, it’s be-
cause we need to “pay down the
deficit” or because “the last Labour
government overspent” They dream
of creating an emptied-out ‘night-
watchman state’ that can only really
exist in the fantasies of free market-
eers like George Osborne and Sajid
Javid.

In reality, public sector cuts are
made to fund the next payout or tax
cut for the super-rich. When the es-
tablishment righteously declares we
need to be ‘doing more for less; what
it really means is that bosses should
be getting more for less.

TRAIN FARES TO RISE AGAIN - NATIONALISE RAILWAYS NOW!

Alex Gounelas

Sick of getting into work feeling like
a two-day-old used face wipe? Well
soon you will have to pay an extra
1.9% for the privilege. Regulated
rail fares will rise again next year in
line with this year’s ‘RPI’ inflation
figures.

On the Birmingham to London
line a season ticket will cost an extra
£190 on all available routes.

While Southern Rail boss David
Brown swans around with notes
from his £2.16 million wage packet
spilling out of his pocket, the rest of
us have to jangle our coins and learn
to live in a stranger’s armpit on a
daily basis.

The UK has the highest transport
prices in Europe. Fares have in-
creased at twice the rate of average

wages since 2010 - 25% versus 12%,
according to the TUC. At the same
time, shareholders have had a 21%
increase in their dividends. Mean-
while there are less ticket offices,
major station understaffing, and
driver-only trains.

The problem of fares, of course,
goes hand in hand with the hous-
ing crisis, as workers have to travel
ever longer commutes. For part-
time workers, mainly women, it’s
even worse: season tickets are only
cheaper if you commute - and earn -

five or more days a week.

Jeremy Corbyn calls for nation-
alisation, which he estimates would
take 10% off fares. This is welcome.
But Jeremy needs to go further.

His plan is to take over firms as
their franchises run out. We say
nationalise immediately - and pay
compensation to shareholders only
on the basis of proven need. Nation-
alise the buses at the same time, and
invest in a fully staffed and integrat-
ed, cheap, green public transport
network.

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

1 @socialist_party § text 07761818 206 { /CWISocialistParty
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B Duke of Westminster

How do you get to be the fifth
richest person in Britain? Hard
work? Big ideas? Low cunning?

No. The answer is: inherit.

The recent death of Gerald
Cavendish Grosvenor, 6th Duke
of Westminster, left his son Hugh
with an estimated net worth of
£9.35 billion (Sunday Times Rich
List 2016).

That’s more than the gross
domestic product of Albania
(£9.34 billion, IMF 2016 estimate).
His grace’s considerable estate
dates back to 1677, and includes
300 acres of millionaires’
stomping grounds in west London.

Still, at least austerity Britain’s
coffers can expect a hefty
inheritance tax windfall. About
£4 billion if estimates of the 7th
duke’s wealth are accurate.

But no! The Grosvenor family
owns its extensive lands through
a trust rather than individually.
Trustees may die, but trusts
cannot - so no pesky inheritance
tax.

£9.3bn

Amount private
landlords received
from tenants’ housing
benefitin 2015

£9.35bn

Net worth of the new
Duke of Westminster

£9.34bn

GDP of Albania

B Landlord benefit

Britain’s private landlords
collectively received £9.3 billion in
tenants’ housing benefit last year.

This figure has nearly doubled in
a decade, says a report by social
landlord umbrella the National
Housing Federation. If all those
private renters on housing benefit
were in affordable homes, the bill
would fall by £1.5 billion.

Nearly half of those claiming
housing benefit are in work. This
is nothing more than free money
for big landlords and mortgage
lenders, and a subsidy to poverty-
pay employers.

The Socialist says: nationalise
the land and take over empty
properties, paying compensation
only on the basis of proven need.
No more free rides for super-
rich landowners and property
speculators. For rent caps and

a mass programme of
quality council house
building.

Have you got news
for the “fishes’? Email
editors@socialistparty.org.uk
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Union nominations round-up
and view from the workplace

In the last fortnight, more trade unions have announced who they are backing in the Labour
leadership contest. General union Unite and public sector union Unison have maintained
their support for Jeremy Corbyn joining the bakers’ union BFAWU, builders’ union UCATT, the
Communication Workers’ Union and three others. While Community union has been joined by
the general union the GMB, shop workers’ union Usdaw and the Musician’s Union in endorsing
Owen Smith in a joint letter to the Daily Mirror. Below are comments from members of some of

the unions in response:

Unison

Many Unison members will be
pleased that our union has officially
backed Jeremy Corbyn for Labour
leader. Jeremy is the only candidate,
as was the case with the leadership
election in 2015, who is fully sup-
portive of the trade union move-
ment and who is in line with the un-
ion’s anti-austerity policies.

The immense support and en-
thusiasm that he receives from ac-
tivists was witnessed at our annual
conference in Brighton in June.
When Jeremy spoke he got a huge
standing ovation and was mobbed
by supporters when he finished
speaking - the fact that we have a
Labour leader who is unasham-
edly pro-trade union is a big step
forward!

However make no bones about
it, there are plenty in our union
who would have liked to have
‘done a GMB’ and supported
Owen Smith. General secretary
Dave Prentis made a statement on
12 August which talks of Labour
becoming the ‘nasty party’ with
many veiled attacks on the Corbyn
campaign.

Prentis fears a Corbyn-type move-
ment in Unison that could trans-
form our union from top to bottom.
Unison members would do well to
remember that Prentis and his bu-
reaucracy spent hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds witch-hunting So-
cialist Party members in Unison in
an unsuccessful attempt to ‘get the
Trots’” - sound familiar to the Labour
Party today?

The key issues for Unison mem-
bers are first of all ensuring a Cor-
byn victory but then making sure
we properly finish the job - no more
compromise with right-wing La-
bour councillors cutting our jobs or
Labour MPs who are happy to take
our union donations but don'’t sup-
port union policies.

Importantly we need to discuss
how exactly we can get the fairer
society that Corbyn supports and
many Unison members want to
see - Socialist Party supporters in
Unison believe that means breaking
with the failed system of capitalism
and introducing widespread public
ownership of the banks and major
industry.

Then we can truly put people be-
fore profit!

Unison member in the West
Midlands

GMB

I was a delegate to the recent
GMB conference in June. At the
conference Jeremy Corbyn spoke
and was given a rousing response
by delegates.

In his speech at the same confer-
ence General Secretary Tim Roache
gave his full support for Jeremy.
He said that Jeremy was the demo-
cratically elected leader of the party
and that the right wing in the party
should support him and not attack
him.

A recent poll of GMB members
was conducted by email asking
who was best to lead the party, this
saw just 40,000 in a union of over
600,000 respond - with a majority
in favour of Owen Smith. I didn’t
even get to vote despite receiving an
email saying I would be able to.

This vote was conducted with no
debate whatsoever, allowing the an-
ti-Corbyn media to have free reign.

The letter signed by Tim to the
Mirror now supporting Owen Smith
says we need to be radical but we
also need to be credible. Are Jer-
emy’s policies of building 500,000
houses, calling for an end to zero-
hour contracts, for public owner-
ship of the railways and an end to
privatisation in the health service
not credible then?

Support for Owen Smith will not
serve the interests of GMB or any
other union members.

GMB rep at JCB

Usdaw
The fact that the leadership of the
shop workers’ union Usdaw, whose
members are among the most low-
paid in Britain, are supporting a
candidate who calls for a minimum
wage less than the union is commit-
ted to is bad enough.

The TUC and Usdaw are com-
mitted to campaigning for a £10 an
hour minimum wage, the same
as Jeremy Corbyn but Owen i
Smith only calls for a mini-
mum wage of £8.25!

But that it was done with
no consultation at all with
the membership is even
worse. A meeting of the
leadership didn’t even
take place; the deci-
sion was reached by
a phone ballot of the
Usdaw executive coun-
cil. Even so there are still
a number of Corbyn support-

ers on the executive council, not to
mention the majority of Usdaw’s
440,000 membership. Corbyn re-
ceived a thunderous reception at
Usdaw’s conference in April and
has the overwhelming support of
reps.

Over the past few years, Usdaw’s
conference has passed policies that
are currently being put forward by
Corbyn - a £10 an hour minimum
wage, repeal of the anti-union laws,
renationalisation of the railways
and a mass council house building
programme to name but a few.

Usdaw members have initiated
an Usdaw4Corbyn campaign and
will be campaigning for his victory,
as well as campaigning for a fight-
ing, democratic leadership of the
union that reflects the views of its
membership.

Scott Jones, Chair, Usdaw East
London retail branch C026
(personal capacity)

Musicians Union

I do not agree that the decision to
back Owen Smith is necessarily
for the good of musicians. Jeremy
Corbyn’s stance on the arts to me is
very clear with instrumental lessons
for all children, outreach art pro-
grammes etc. He seems to me more
and more the only person that isn’t
constantly conflicted by balancing
business interests with those of the
people.

Ross Power, composer and
Musician’s Union member
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Jon Dale

ost junior doctors
have moved to new
posts this month
but their contract
dispute continues.

58% voted to reject the latest De-
partment of Health ‘offer’ In July.
No talks or revised offer have been
forthcoming since.

A new survey reveals the impact
of dangerous staff shortages. Rota
gaps leave junior doctors covering
too many patients, often in areas
beyond their experience - and 21%
of rota gaps were not covered by any
doctor, even a temporary locum.

“We don’t have time to review
patients properly. [I am] constantly
fighting fires covering three people’s
jobs, so never have time to think
about a patient properly,” one doc-
tor told the survey.

The government’s ‘seven-day
working, if implemented, would
mean more admissions at week-
ends for routine treatments when
there aren’t enough staff covering
emergencies.

_ . 5

e

Applications to medical school
have fallen - from 17,140 in 2014 to
14,820 for courses starting this au-
tumn. In five years the shortage of
doctors will be even worse.

A programme of escalating 24-
hour and 48-hour junior doctor
strikes is needed, co-ordinated with
teachers, university lecturers, rail
workers and other disputes.

Call on the TUC

The junior doctors’ union the
BMA should organise a national
demonstration to defend the NHS,
calling on the TUC and other unions
to help build this into a massive
rejection of unending cuts and
privatisation.

Unite the Union’s policy is to “call
on other health unions and the TUC
to co-ordinate widespread joint in-
dustrial action of health and other
workers alongside any group of
health workers under attack, as the
junior doctors have been. Groups
of health workers must not be left
to fight alone, bearing in mind the
needs of patients’ care.”

This policy must be turned into
action.

Junior doctors march in London

- during the last round of action
photo Paul Mattsson

@na[inmlsnuuslnwarnsnn[wnrk

7th NSSN rally @ TUC
11 September 2016
‘Cameron Gone - get
the rest of the Tories
Out!’

We need to bring
together all the
struggles against the
Tories

#KeepCorbyn

d1pm

Ashdown Suite in the Holiday

Inn, 137 King's Rd (seafront),
Brighton, BN1 2JF

Speakers include:

Labour shadow chancellor
John McDonnell, PCS
President Janice Godrich,
BFAWU general secretary
Ronnie Draper, POA general
secretary Steve Gillan and a
speaker from the RMT

shopstewards.net

“I am on a zero-hour contract with
the promise of 16 hours if I am good’
a day In the life of a call centre worker

Steve Jones
Nuneaton

“Save the... save the... save the nhs!”
I chanted on the last march in Lon-
don. Now here I am working in a call
centre for a profit-making company
that delivers care to people in their
homes. I am on a zero-hour contract
but with the promise of 16 hours if I
am good.

I manage carers who have to drive
between their clients without pay
for travel time. I also have to per-
suade such carers over the phone in
the early hours to take on more work
to cover others who are off sick. T am
wondering - apart from needing to
pay my rent and bills - what I am do-
ing here.

Within a short time of me working
at the call centre, there was a clear
example of this exploitation. A cli-
ent, Tom, asked for the carer of the
day to call his phone and then Tom
would open his door to let the carer
in.

When the carer, Winnie, arrived
and phoned Tom, there was no
answer. I was still learning the job
so called over a manager who in-
structed me to tell her to move on
to the next appointment so that she
wouldn’t be late.

I was asked to call another carer,
James, to see if he could try to visit
Tom. I know James, we were both on
the same induction training (train-
ing that I was paid for attending
while James was not).

! photo greyweed/
Creative Commons

We have to fight to ensure
carers are paid travel
time, fuel rates and for
training. They shouldn’t
have to pay for their own
criminal record checks.
They shouldn’t lose out

on pay if they are sent to
see a client who isn’t in or
refuses to see them

Like Socialist

Party on
Facebook

It was only 7.30am and James’
first appointment wasn’t for an
hour. But he agreed to get up early
and make the extra call. When he
arrived, he reported again that Tom
was not answering the phone. So
just as with Winnie I thanked James
and told him to move on to his next
client.

It is then that James asked me,
“will I get paid for this?” The man-
ager sitting next to me heard and
told me that the company won't pay
for any care not delivered - don’t tell
him that though, she said.

I pointed out how unfair this was
but was just again told that it was
company policy. I even considered
sending James some of my own lim-
ited cash and checking up on him
to see if he pursued the matter and
managed to get what was owed to
him.

Instead I emailed my notice to
leave the job.

We have to fight to ensure carers
- in the main very low paid women
- are paid travel time, fuel rates and
for training. They shouldn’t have to
pay for their own criminal record
checks. They shouldn'’t lose out on
pay if they are sent to see a client
who isn’t in or refuses to see them.

And we have to fight for a fully
integrated, publically owned and
democratically run system of health
and social care to meet the needs of
all patients and workers.

B All names and identifying details
have been changed to protect the
privacy of individuals.

M Workplace

(A

[News in brief]

B Lights, camera, action!

Bectu, the entertainment union,
members who work at the Ritzy
cinema in Brixton are balloting
for strike action over pay. Work-
ers at the cinema have been
engaged in a long campaign to
win the London Living Wage of
£9.40 an hour. But Picturehouse
Cinemas have rejected the claim
and refused to negotiate with the
union and rejected the chance
for talks at Acas.

The current minimum rate at
the Ritzy is £8.80. Bectu’s as-
sistant general secretary, Luke
Crawley, said: “Bectu has tried
to talk to Picturehouse Ltd but
the company are being very
hard faced in ignoring our pay
claim. Union members at The
Ritzy have shown how strong
they can be when working
together.”

In 2014 Bectu members fought
a long and successful campaign
(including 13 strikes) in pursuit
of the London Living Wage as
defined by the Living Wage Foun-
dation. The current ballot closes
on 30 August.

B Blairite crush

John McTernan, the political
strategist who masterminded
massive defeats for the Labour
Party in the 2016 Australian
general election and in Scotland
at the 2015 general election,
has claimed to know what voters
want with regards to the rail
unions.

Writing in the Telegraph McTer-
nan, allegedly a Labour Party
man, urges the Tories to crush
the rail unions once and for all.
He says: “Where are the core
Tory values? Where is the sup-
port for management’s right to
manage?”

Before wiping out Labour in
two different elections McTer-
nan worked for Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown. So a Blairite
through and through calling for
crushing working class people
and implementing Tory values
and of course opposing Jeremy
Corbyn.

Voters in the Labour leader-
ship election will decide be-
tween Blairite Owen Smith and
supporter of rail workers and
nationalisation Corbyn. Will it be
another crushing defeat for the
Blairites?

Get the latest

# union news...

)/ ...with the National
Shop Stewards Network
bulletin

Available every week at
shopstewards.net and
by email subscription
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Organise against secretive
NHS cuts plans

Hugh Caffrey
Manchester

“The biggest attack on the NHS you've
never heard of” - that’s how the deep-
ly secretive plans being drawn up by
NHS bosses were described by one
report. Thanks to funding cuts, rip-off
PFI schemes, and privatisation, the
NHS is groaning under a £2.5 billion
deficit (possibly much more). The
shortfall is predicted to rise to £22 bil-
lion by 2020.

The solution by NHS England na-
tional and local bosses is to slash ser-
vices. This will mean devastating cuts
under ‘sustainability and transforma-
tion plans!

NHS chiefs were already planning
for 40 to 70 A&E units to become ‘su-
per centres, undoubtedly at the ex-
pense of the rest of the 225 A&Es.

One head honcho made clear that
these cuts are “a central part of the
NHS five-year forward view and the
pace is about to accelerate... The
heavy lifting starts in 2015-16...”

Sustainability and transformation
plans are the new means by which
this “five year forward view” is to be
delivered. Detailed plans for cuts are

to be drawn up by mid-Autumn.

The plans have no legal basis, as
the government has been forced to
admit, but the resulting cuts will be
presented as accomplished facts for
‘consultation’ with the full backing of
the political and NHS establishment.

The process is being directed by
NHS England chief Simon Stevens,
formerly of US healthcare company
United Health and before that a ‘spe-
cial advisor’ to Tony Blair when New
Labour was driving privatisation of
the NHS including into the hands of
United Health.

These plans will be a disaster for
patients and staff. Meanwhile the
staggering waste of money that is the
‘internal market’ and privatisation
will continue, consuming up to 20%
of the NHS’s £100 billion-plus budget
through trusts, clinical commission-
ing groups and PFIL.

So great is the waste of money that
the companies trousering profits
from PFI are nervous that their leech-
ing may bleed dry the golden goose.
Not to worry, reported the Financial
Times: “Fears over rising National
Health Service deficits have forced
Moody’s to reassure investors that the
government will pick up the tab for Pri-

vate Finance Initiative debt if a hospital
trust collapses or defaults.

“In anote to clients, the rating agency
said returns from PFI schemes would
be protected if the trusts were to be-
come insolvent. ‘UK legislation ensures
that the government would in most
cases cover a trust’s liabilities, including
its payments to project companies, if
they were to become insolvent, its note
to clients said.”

Mass resistance to closures, includ-
ing from health workers and their
trade unions, will be necessary. This
will need to be unified nationally in
demands for the funding cuts to be
reversed, for all the privatisation-re-
lated measures to be scrapped, and
the NHS to be returned to full public
ownership.

More and more campaigns are de-
manding such policies. Socialists also
argue for nationalising the private
healthcare, pharmaceutical and life
science companies, together with the
banks and other sharks behind the
PFI schemes. We call for democratic
management of public services and
nationalised industries by workers
and service-users, and a joined-up
socialist healthcare and social care
system fit for the 21st century.

The threat of private
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Workers and p

Zoé Brunswick
Medical student, Manchester

he founding of the NHS

almost 70 years ago is one

of the greatest achieve-

ments of the British work-

ing class. Determined that
they would not go back to the pre-war
years of poverty, illness and hunger,
ordinary people voted in a Labour
government on its most radical, so-
cialist programme yet.

Driven by the anger and determi-
nation of the working class, this La-
bour government oversaw the birth
of one the world’s first national health
services.

But today the NHS is in crisis. Be-
ginning under the Margaret Thatcher
governments of the 1980s, the NHS
has been hit by decades of worsening
privatisation and attacks. Now, even
the mainstream media can no longer
hide the continuous, vicious cuts that
this government is making to our
health service.

Ward and hospital closures - in par-
ticular of A&E departments - are be-
coming a more common occurrence.

The past few months in Greater

Itis clear
that we
must take
action now
to defend
our NHS,
but what
can be
done?

Manchester alone have seen the deci-
sion to downgrade six out of ten large
hospitals, close Chorley A&E and shut
down two wards at Stepping Hill.

Not only has this put hundreds of
jobs at stake, but patients in critical
conditions will now have to travel
further to receive the urgent care they
need.

NHS staff have also been under
brutal attack, with NHS-wide pay
freezes and the battle over the new
junior doctor contract, which threat-
ens more hours for lower pay and im-
pacts particularly on women.

Bursaries

Perhaps most shockingly, the govern-
ment has now decided to scrap the
NHS bursary for nursing and allied
health professional students. Student
nurses are seen as nursing staff. They
are even included in the staffing num-
bers in order to ensure there is a ‘safe’
level of staff per patient.

With the scrapping of the bursary,
student nurses will now be paying to
work. The media has already reported
that some student nurses rely on food
banks to survive while training and
now this issue is set to become much
worse.

We will see a decrease in the num-
ber of student nurses, further exac-
erbating the already severe staffing
shortage throughout the NHS.

This can also be seen among doc-
tors - in some areas there are reported
rota gaps of five or six doctors in each
department. These gaps are either left,
putting patients in danger, or filled by
expensive locum doctors, exacerbat-
ing chronic financial problems.

Out of all 27 EU countries,
only Slovenia, Romania
and Poland have fewer
doctors per head than the
UK

Labelled by the Tory government
as “over budget,” the NHS is actually
chronically underfunded and under-
staffed. Out of all 27 EU countries,
only Slovenia, Romania and Poland
have fewer doctors per head than the
UK. With medical school applications

atients must fi

ack together

falling this is unlikely to change.

These vicious cuts to the NHS are
part of this government’s plan to sell
off the NHS to private companies.
Already, four community hospitals
in North Kent have been sold off to
Virgin Care, part of Richard Branson’s
multi-billion pound network of pri-
vate companies.

This is particularly worrying as not
only do private companies pay their
workers a pittance, but they also cut
corners to make profit, putting pa-
tients in danger. Hospitals with pri-
vate cleaning firms are linked with
higher rates of infection, including
MRSA.

It is clear that we must take action
now to defend our NHS, but what can
be done?

Workers’ action
The junior doctors have proven the
effectiveness of a clear programme of
industrial action. The series of strikes
earlier this year shook the govern-
ment and forced them to make some
concessions on the new contract.
Consciousness among doctors
about their potential strength when
organised rose hugely during the dis-
pute, with many coming to recognise

that they were striking not only to de-
fend their own jobs, but for the sake of
the entire NHS.

Some doctors are now adamant
that they will not accept a new con-
tract until the NHS is properly funded.
Doctors decisively rejected the latest
contract offer with a majority of 58%
and the fight must continue. The BMA
doctors’ union has now announced
plans for a new round of action (see
page 6).

Unite the Union’s July confer-
ence voted to: “Call on other health
unions and the TUC to coordinate
widespread joint industrial action of
health and other workers under at-
tack, as the junior doctors have been,
recognising an injury to one is an in-
jury to all”

Unite also agreed to call on the TUC
to organise a national demonstration
in defence of the NHS, to be followed
by a 24-hour general strike. Members
of health unions now need to put
pressure on their leadership to follow
through with this strategy.

A mass demonstration co-ordinat-
ed by the TUC, linked with a series of
national NHS strikes is the best way
forward to end privatisation and save
our NHS.

health insurance

Jon Dale

As waiting times for NHS treatment
lengthen, more people can be tempt-
ed by private medical insurance. This
is a dangerous trend - for the NHS and
for all but the wealthiest few.

In February, more patients than
ever waited over 18 weeks for planned
hospital care - over 260,000. 83,000
people had to wait over 26 weeks and
almost 9,400 waited more than 39
weeks.

Record numbers of cancer patients
also had to wait. Hospitals breached
two of the eight cancer waiting time
targets. Only 81% of people referred
by their GP to have a first treatment
for cancer got it within 62 days.

editors@
socialistparty.org.uk

Tell us
your
view _

Over 5 million people have private
medical insurance. Four fifths are
paid by employers, the average cost
being £700 a year. Prices for older
people can be much higher. The cost
isincreasing four times faster than the
rate of inflation.

Medical insurance companies are
keen to cut the cost of insurance -
for themselves. Like all insurance
companies, they want more low risk
customers paying premiums but
fewer claims, especially for expensive
treatment.

Now they are offering more than
10% discounts to people who share
their fitness data. Trackers such as Fit-
bits measure how active the wearer is
and can collect information about gym
sessions and supermarket visits. They
could also track heart rate and blood
pressure. This information could be
used to stop those in greater need of
medical care being insured, unless at a
prohibitively high premium.

Lengthening waiting lists and daily
attacks on the NHS by the govern-
ment and in the media can drive
more people who can afford it to in-
sure for private treatment. Those most
in need of healthcare are usually least
able to pay.

A massive trade union-led cam-
paign is needed to save our NHS pro-
viding treatment for all and prevent
US-style treatment by credit card.

SOCIALISM 2016

A weekend of discussion & debate
on ideas to change the world

12 & 13 November
Central London

* junior doctors’ strike
« the case for nationalising Big Pharma
« what would a socialist health system look like?

Tickets &info:
socialism2016.net

or call
0208988 8777

Hosted by the Socialist Party
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§ Socialist Party Fighting Fund

Deadline 28 September 2016

Immingham

Angry Greenwich council residents’ housing

£received £ target July to September 2016
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Waltham Forest Trades Council

Estate agents are not generally
known to turn down business.
And with the property market
in Walthamstow, east London
booming, tenants and supporters of
Butterfields did wonder what kind
of response they might get on their
“estate agent crawl” This was to ask
estate agents not to get involved
in selling any flats in Butterfields
if offered by their asset-stripping
landlords.

Immoral and unjust

14 estate agents were visited, hand-
ed letters and tenants explained the
issues. “It's immoral and unjust”

“-h
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they told the estate agents “for a
company to buy 63 flats with the
sole intention of turning the tenants
out onto the streets.”

One admitted to us they had been
approached but refused business
because they had heard of our
campaign.

Others knew of the company as
disreputable and would not touch
them or had got involved and then
withdrawn because it would dam-
age their community standing.

One offered to help if we encoun-
tered trouble! Not one was hostile.

Foxtons, who had previously
advertised one flat and received a
strong protest letter from the ten-
ants association, have now with-
drawn the advert. What a result!

L i

photo Danny Byrne

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE PRIDE MAKES HISTORY

Nottingham Socialist Party

This year’s Pride march in Notting-
ham on 30 July was a far cry from
the corporate-sponsored ‘respecta-
bility politics’ of integration into the
capitalist establishment. The march,
some 5,000 strong, was led by Black
Lives Matter and Notts QTIPOC
(Queer, Trans and Intersex People
of Colour), with the foremost ban-
ner dedicated to Marsha P Johnson,
an African-American drag queen
activist who was at the forefront of
the Stonewall uprising against anti-
LGBT police brutality in 1969.

Other banners celebrated
transgender women as pioneers
of Pride, and denounced the in-
humane treatment of transgender
prisoners and queer refugees. As the
march arrived in Hockley, a minute’s
silence was observed for the victims
of the Orlando LGBT massacre.

The atmosphere was electric as
political slogans gave voice to an-
ger that in previous years had been
drowned out by the whistle-sellers’
wares.

Socialist Party members marched
and petitioned against NHS cuts
that disproportionately affect mar-
ginalised groups, selling 15 copies
of the Socialist.

Burston Strike
School Rally

Sunday 4 September,
10:45pm-4pm, Crown Green,
Burston, near Diss, Norflok,
IP22 5TP

Celebrate the longest ever strike
1914-1939

Derby photo Steve Score

B Harrogate

“I’'m not sure there’s been anything like
this in Harrogate before,” were the intro-
ductory words used by Paul Whitmore,
a Labour Party member involved in or-
ganising the Harrogate4Corbyn rally on
20 August.

Around 35 people turned out, predomi-
nantly Labour Party members who had
been enthused by his policies.
Speakers included local anti-war activ-
ist Lindis Percy and Campaign for Nu-
clear Disarmament (CND) chair Dave
Webb. Dave commented on Corbyn’s
role in CND, particularly in opposing the
renewal of Trident.

Labour Party member Rev David Wheel-
er talked about the hope that many
people felt Jeremy Corbyn offered. He
called for a progressive alliance, with
Labour needing to unite with those
working class forces who agreed with
its anti-austerity policies such as the So-
cialist Party and the Communist Party.
Socialist Party member lain Dalton was
also one of the speakers, explaining
why the right-wing MPs and media had
decided to try to vilify ‘revolutionaries’
and ‘Trotskyists’ - he explained how
Trotsky spoke of revolutions being mass
movements of people, as we are seeing
in support of Jeremy Corbyn.
Unfortunately, the organisers of the rally
were put under extreme pressure to not
allow lain to speak, which we commend
them for resisting. Two Owen Smith sup-
porters did attend the rally, and loudly
criticised lain after he had finished
speaking.

Socialist Party members provided prac-
tical help to the rally, including use of
our PA system. We were welcomed by
Labour Party members there, who in-
stinctively saw the need to unite togeth-
er in order to bring social change.
Socialist Party reporters

B Derby

To loud clapping and cheers in his intro-
duction of Jeremy Corbyn, former Der-
by North Labour MP Chris Williamson
said Corbyn was likely to be the first
ever prime minister to have stood on a
picket line.

Jeremy Corbyn addressed over 800
people at the lunchtime rally in Derby
on 16 August. He spoke on many issues,
from the NHS to Trident and zero-hour
contracts. “Let’s get rid of zero-hour
contracts,” he said. “It's very difficult
to plan anything in your life if you don’t
know when you are going to work and
how much you are going to get paid for
it. We also need a decent £10 an hour

living wage in this country.”

He was cheered loudly on his every word
by the crowd of all ages.

At the rally was a large contingent of
teaching assistants, members of public
sector union Unison. They highlighted
their dispute with Derby’s Labour-con-
trolled city council. Many have lost hun-
dreds of pounds a month after changes
to their contracts imposed on them at
the beginning of June.

They have already had a one-
day strike and several lunchtime walk-
outs. They plan further strikes in Sep-
tember and October. Jeremy expressed
his support for these workers in his
speech.

Socialist Party members sold 90 copies
of the Socialist.

Charlie Taylor

Derby Socialist Party

I Leyton and Wanstead

On 12 August, Leyton and Wanstead
CLP voted to back Corbyn by 94 to 33.
The meeting was so big we had to have
an overspill meeting down the road.
There weren’t even enough Owen Smith
supporters to fill their allotted time
in the overspill venue. Socialist Party
members showed support for Corbyn
outside the meeting.

Addressing the room, one Owen Smith
supporter asked: “Why were the Social-
ist Party allowed to leaflet our meeting?”
Another Labour member answered: “It's
a democratic right to give out leaflets on
the pavement!”

A Leyton and Wanstead Labour
Party member

B Greenwich

“It's great to see packed meetings
discussing left-wing ideas” said Chris
Clarke of rail union the TSSA, reflecting
the excitement as around 80 people
crammed in Progress Hall in Eltham
for a Greenwich Momentum rally on 18
August.

Other speakers were Claudia Webbe, a
councillor in Islington and newly elected
to Labour’'s NEC and Danny Hoggan,
branch secretary of Unite local govern-
ment in Greenwich and a prominent
member of the Socialist Party locally.
The meeting was sponsored by Green-
wich Unite.

Danny spoke about his union calling at
its conference for mandatory reselec-
tion of MPs saying to loud applause:
“It’s not a god given right to have a job
as an MP”. He also spoke of the need
for “a socialist party fighting for the

people we represent and the class we
come from”. He also said that Labour
councillors “need to use reserves, set
needs budgets because the Tories are
beatable.”

Unfortunately this is not what Labour
councillors have done, even those who
support Corbyn. Webbe rightly pointed
out that this “is not a political wake up
call, this is a political revolution”. This is
not reflected in her approach in Isling-
ton where as a council cabinet member
she has voted for a number of cuts.
She also spoke of the need for unity in
the party and extending “the hand of
friendship” to the right-wing after the
leadership election. Unity with the same
people who have been plotting against
Corbyn for the last year is a fantasy.

In contrast to other Momentum meet-
ings, in Greenwich people with differing
political views, including the Socialist
Party, have been welcomed.

Paul Callanan

Greenwich

B Walthamstow

Jeremy Corbyn has won resounding
backing from rank-and-file members
in the Blairite-led Walthamstow Labour
Party in east London.

309 people attended the recent nomi-
nating meeting to discuss which leader-
ship candidate would win the endorse-
ment of the Constituency Labour Party
(CLP). Walthamstow had one of the big-
gest turnouts across the country, and
unsurprisingly, Corbyn was what attract-
ed these numbers. 205 votes were cast
in his favour, and the remaining 104
went to Owen Smith.

The Blairite leadership of Walthamstow
CLP made every attempt to prevent this
result. They were very clear at the start
of the meeting that they would be fol-
lowing the ruling National Executive
Committee’s undemocratic rules for
nomination meetings.

Only 30 minutes were allowed for dis-
cussion - five speakers for each candi-
date, speaking for three minutes each.
Despite being the most important part
of the meeting, the debate was the
shortest section, and the only one kept
to time!

But the right are completely unable to
compete with the popularity of Corbyn’s
anti-austerity ideas, as was reflected
throughout the meeting. Overwhelm-
ingly, the speakers in favour of Corbyn
were young, women, black or Asian, and
all received sound applause from the
rest of the meeting.

A Walthamstow Labour Party
member

tenants meet to say: We won't
pay! We won't move!

Around 20 people met in Eltham
on 20 August in response to a letter
from Greenwich council threaten-
ing 22,000 Greenwich council resi-
dents with a rent increase in April
2017. The council has indicated that
it will implement the housing act,
including ‘pay to stay. This means
that those in council housing in
London earning over £40,000 a year
will have to pay market rents.

Nancy Taaffe, a housing cam-
paigner and Socialist Party member,
spoke about the need for a mass
campaign like the poll tax. When 18
million refused to pay the tax, which
was eventually beaten. She pointed
to the campaigns in London at Fred
Wigg and John Walsh Towers and
Butterfields as models we can use to
fight this attack on council and so-
cial housing.

It was agreed at the meeting that
we would hold a demonstration on
10 September marching from Ar-
chery Road in Eltham at 11.30am
to Woolwich to kick start the cam-
paign.

Greenwich Socialist Party

Donate today!

If you agree with what you read in the
Socialist, consider making a donation
to the Socialist Party’s

fighting fund:

m pay by card via 020

8988 8777

or socialistparty.org.
uk/donate

m cheques payable to
‘Socialist Party’, PO
Box 24697, London
E11 1YD

Socialist Party meetings

B Bradford

‘South Africa - ANC in Crisis’

Speaker: Peter Robson
Thursday 1 September,
6.30pm

The New Beehive Inn, 169-171

Westgate, BD1 3AA

M Bristol
The way forward for the anti-
austerity struggle

Tuesday 6 September, 7.30pm

Meeting Room, Halo Bar &
Restaurant, 141 Gloucester
Road, BS7 8BA

B Cardiff
What We Stand For

Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm

The Andrew Buchan, Albany
Road, Roath

B Chesterfield
Save our hospitals!
Friday 2 September, 7.30pm

Social Centre, Clay Cross, S45

9JE

B Derby
An introduction to Marxist
economics

Tuesday 6 September, 7.30pm
The Brunswick Inn, 1 Railway

Terrace, DE1 2RU

B Grimsby & Scunthorpe
Monday (except bank
holidays), 6.30pm
Upstairs at Walters Bar, Old
Market Place

B Liverpool
Tuesdays, 7.30pm
Casa pub (downstairs) 29
Hope Street, L1 9BQ

B London - Hackney

Keep Corbyn. Organise

the resistance against the

Blairites and the Tories!
Wednesday 7
September, 7.30pm
Cafe Z Bar, 58 Stoke
Newington High Street, N16
7PB (opposite the police
station)

M London - Stratford

#Black Lives Matter - fighting

racism and capitalism

Speaker: Hugo Pierre, Black Lives

Matter activist and Unison NEC

member (personal capacity)
Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm
Bryant Street Methodist Church,
Bryant Street, E15 4RU

B London - Waltham Forest
#Black Lives Matter
Thursday 8 September,
7.30pm, William Morris
Community Centre, Greenleaf
Road, E17 6QQ

B London - Waltham Forest
Jeremy Corbyn
Thursday 15 September,
7.30pm, William Morris
Community Centre, Greenleaf
Road, E17 6QQ

B Manchester & Trafford
China - Economic crisis, and
resistance
Tuesday 30 August, 7pm,
Briton’s Protection pub, 50
Great Bridgewater Street, M1
5LE

B Portsmouth

New Unionism lessons for today
Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm
School Lodge Turner road

battle

In June, hundreds of residents living
in the Washdyke estate flats in Im-
mingham were shocked to find out
that Shoreline, the housing asso-
ciation that North-East Lincolnshire
Labour council has outsourced so-
cial housing to, had drawn up plans
to empty and later demolish their
town centre homes in a two-phase
project.

Two Trade Unionist and Socialist
Coalition (TUSC) public meetings
were each attended by over 30
Washdyke residents.

Chairing the first meeting, Dave
Mitchell stressed that TUSC wanted
to ensure that residents, no matter
what their personal preference for or
against demolition, should receive
personal assurances from Shoreline
that the financial package would be
without strings and residents would
not be re-housed outside of their
preferred area.

B Wirral
Every Monday (except bank
holidays), 7.15pm
Stork Hotel, 41 Price Street,
Birkenhead, CH41 6JN

B Wallasey

What the Socialist Party really

stands for
Wednesday 31 August,
7.30pm, Perch Rock Hotel,
7 Grosvenor Road, New
Brighton, CH45 2LW

B Warrington

Introducing Marxism
Wednesday 7 September, 7pm
Bulls Head (back room), 33
Church Street, WA1 25X

B West Cheshire
Monday 5 September, 7.30pm
Old Custom House Inn, 65-67
Watergate, Chester, CH1 2LB

B York

Fracking
Thursday 25 August, 7.15pm
New York Club, Blossom Street

Don’t worry if you can’t see

a meeting near you, go to
socialistparty.org.uk/whatson
or call 020 8988 8777 for
meetings in your area

North West 2,509
Northern 614 750
Wales 1,570
Yorkshire 2,092
SouthWest 1,012 1,800
West Midlands 1,067

2,200 [N ) [ [ sy sen

[

southen 628 1,600 [N I IES%
EastMidlands 587 1,850 [N IEER
London 1,894 6,200 [N EE

Eastern 314 1,200
South East 169
Other 625

TotaL 13,082 30,000 [ O O 5

TUSC speaker Val O’Flynn re-
layed her own personal experience
of Shoreline Housing and explained
that their demolition and dispersal
policy was driven by Tory govern-
ment policies and the Labour coun-
cil’s outsourcing and cuts.

At the second meeting, residents
were furious that apart from lo-
cal Labour town councillor Dave
Barton, no other Labour town or

district councillors attended. People
were also calling for the council to
take social housing back in-house,
to build more council houses, and
the mood was very much up for a
fight. Towards this end, Washdyke
residents are setting up a steering
committee with at least one repre-
sentative from each block.

Matt Harrison

Grimsby Socialist Party

What is Trotskyism?

Cardiff
Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm
Andrew Buchan, Albany Road

Carlisle
Monday 22 August, 7pm
Club Britannia, 35 Lowther
Street

Derby
Tuesday 30 August, 7.30pm
The Brunswick Inn, 1 Railway
Terrace, DE1 2RU

Gloucestershire/Stroud
Thursday 25 August, 7.30 pm
Lansdown Gallery, Lansdown

Harrogate
Tuesday 13 September,
7.30pm, St Roberts Club,
Robert Street, HG1 1HP

Huddersfield
Thursday 1 September,
7.15pm, Huddersfield Irish Cen-
tre, Fitzwilliam Street, HD1 5BE

London - Greenwich
Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm

Glyndon Community Centre
75 Raglan Rd, Plumstead
SE18 7LB

London - Waltham Forest

Thursday 1 September,
7:30pm, William Morris Com-
munity Centre, Greenleaf
Road, E17 60QQ

Lincoln

Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm
Kennel room, Dog and Bone
pub, John Street

St Helens

Thursday 1 September, 7pm
Rendezvous bar, 125 Church
Street, town centre, WA10

Wakefield

Thursday 25 August, 7.30pm
Black Rock, 19 Cross Street,
WF1 1PQ

Wirral

Monday 3 October, 7.15pm
Stork Hotel, 41 Price Street,
Birkenhead, CH41 6JN

picture by Creative Commons/
Luis Fernando Reis
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Would you call G4S for
help over discrimination?

The Tories have handed

the contract for the
government’s Equality
Advisory and Support Service
discrimination helpline to
notorious privatisers G4S.
Sue Powell takes a look at
the outsourcers’ record...

READERS RESPOND T0
[ROTSKYIST RED SCARE
oMEARS BY CAPHTALIST MEDIA

The Socialist Inbox

Do you have something to say?

Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words
to Socialist Postbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,

or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

l"
-——

The renewed interest in socialist ideas has shaken cosy
Westminster politicians, leading to fresh attacks on Militant,
now the Socialist Party, and Trotskyism. Below, members of
the Socialist Party defend our achievements against the lies
and distortions of the capitalist media.

B Witch-hunter Watson
Right-wing Labour deputy leader
Tom Watson has led the charge
against Militant’s principled social-
ist ideas and methods. Bob Labi
exposed Watson’s role in clos-

ing down the Militant-led Labour
Party Young Socialists (LPYS) in the
Guardian on 15 August.

While it is true that in the mid-1960s
Labour’s youth movement massively de-
clined (Guardian Letters, 12 August), the
Labour Party Young Socialists grew dra-
matically in the 1970s and 1980s when
it was led by supporters of Militant, who
had become its leadership in 1970.

This revival came from a combination
of increasing class struggle, radicalisa-
tion in society and serious campaigning.
Soon nearly 2,000 young people were
attending the LPYS’s annual conferenc-
es. This growth continued and the LPYS
reached a high point of 581 branches
in 1985, the time of the miners’ strike,
youth protests against Thatcher etc.

However, the growing offensive against
the left by the pro-capitalist wing of the
Labour party inevitably had a damaging
impact on the LPYS.

As it became clear that expulsions of in-
dividuals would not tame the LPYS, the
Labour party right wing resorted to rule
changes. In 1987 the LPYS’s age limit
was cut from 26 to 23 and most of its
democratic structures were removed,
with the result that by 1990 it only had
52 branches left, a reduction of 90% in
five years.

Tom Watson, then the Labour Party’s
youth officer, presided over the LPYS'’s
final liquidation and its replacement by
‘Young Labour’, an organisation without
fully democratic structures and con-
trolled by the party leadership. Watson’s
support now for limiting the franchise
for Labour’s leadership election shows
his preference for top-down methods
when he and his supporters cannot
build grassroots support.

Bob Labi

Editor of ‘Left’, the LPYS
newspaper, 1971-77

B Liverpool’s legacy
Another favourite myth of the
Labour right is that the Militant-led
Liverpool Council was a disaster
for the impoverished city. Tony Mul-
hearn, one of the councillors who
took part in that struggle, replied in
the Guardian on 16 August.

John Hoggart (Guardian Letters, 15 Au-
gust) believes Liverpool’'s Militant-led
socialist council left a disastrous legacy
and Thatcher had us on a string.

Is that why the Iron Lady conceded £60
million to the city - the only one to gain
anything from that government? Is that
why Liverpool became the object of
a hysterical hate campaign against a
single city by the forces of the estab-
lishment, similar to the current anti-
Corbyn campaign, with Murdoch’s Sun,
Maxwell’s Mirror and right-wing Labour
leader Neil Kinnock spearheading the
poisonous attack?

We built 5,000 new houses, six sports
centres, cancelled thousands of re-
dundancies, opened six new nursery
schools, and created thousands of real
jobs from which the youth benefited.
That's why demonstrations of up to
50,000 marched through the city in our
support, and we received the largest
council votes ever recorded. Some dis-
aster! Some legacy!

As to Liverpool Labour’s loss of control:
that can be directly linked to Labour’s
policy of embracing Blairism with its
appalling consequences for jobs and
services. Take off your jaundiced spec-
tacles, Mr Hoggart, and admit what a
fighting Labour Party can achieve.

Tony Mulhearn

Liverpool councillor and president
of Liverpool Labour Party,
1980-85

I Housing hypocrisy
Under the headline ‘If Trotskyists
are on the march there’s chaos
ahead’, John Harris wrote in the
Guardian on 12 August attacking
Militant and the Socialist Party. Be-
low, in a letter that editors declined
to print, Linda Taaffe responds.

In the run up to the London Assembly
elections | took a call from a journalist
about a piece on a local housing
campaign.

Yes of course, do come along. Can we
interview tenants? Sure, we can set up
a street meeting and you can film. Your
campaign is typical of what’s going on
around London. Yes it is, except these
tenants are refusing to budge. That's
not typical.

& Leon Trotsky in the 1930s

= —

John Harris and crew duly came and did
the business. At the time | spoke to him
and there was a friendly exchange. At
no time did he express any hostility. He
even bought a copy of the Socialist.

Yet today, a few months later, we are
treated to vitriolic denunciations of So-
cialist Party members! When he came
face to face with activists doing the busi-
ness of defending workers from being
evicted he had nothing useful to add.
We Socialists will continue fighting
alongside workers to defend homes,
jobs and pay, and fight for a future for
our young people. We are certainly
on the march, as Harris's article is
headlined.

But the chaos is here and now, and we
are key fighters in getting through the
chaos of capitalism to a more sensible
place where we can plan for everyone’s
needs.

John Harris will forever be a mere com-
mentator. Even his housing film turned
out to be a rather bland piece and ut-
terly forgettable.

Linda Taaffe

Waltham Forest Socialist Party

(The  ‘Butterfields Won't Budge’
campaign has been running now since
January. 50 families are still in their
homes - see page 10)

I SDP splitters

| am old enough and grey enough to
remember the formation of the Social
Democratic Party (SDP) in the early
1980s. That too was to stop a left-wing
Labour government from coming to
power.

The quote | most remember from that
period was from one of the SDP’s
founders. Shirley Williams (now a Lib
Dem baroness) described socialists
who favoured mandatory reselection
of MPs, including supporters of Militant
(forerunner of the Socialist Party), as
“career assassins”.

That’s what behind today’s foaming at
the mouth of the right wing in Labour.
They see a Corbyn-led Labour Party as
an end to the perks, privileges, and
comfy existence of their Westminster
careers.

It has nothing to do with infiltration
or splitting. It's all about self-interest.
Same dirt, new wrappings.

Clive Walder

Birmingham

B No nukes - no wars

The parliamentary vote in favour of the
warmongers dream to renew the Tri-
dent nuclear weapons system was not
just pointless, but represents a colos-
sal waste of tens of billions of pounds.
This money would be better spent on
the diversification of the jobs of the
thousands of highly skilled engineers
whose work currently relies upon
Trident.

Perhaps surprisingly, Leicester East
Labour MP Keith Vaz voted alongside
Corbyn in opposing Trident. But Vaz is
no peace activist. Earlier in the year he
justified his support for the bombing of
Syria, by relating it to his support for the
ongoing Saudi air-strikes in Yemen.
Mike Barker

Leicester

I Brexit’s bully bosses

British capitalists are already saying
because of Brexit they may not be
able to commit to former chancellor

Osborne’s  future  ‘living  wage’
increases, or sustain an already weak
set of employment laws - while taking
away every possible right for workers
to try and defend their terms and
conditions. Apparently, this is due to
us now having to compete with low
wage economies such as Bangladesh,
Vietnam and China to name a few.

All this and more while a bunch of ca-
reerist parliamentary Labour Party
politicians, silently supported by some
careerist trade union officials, are hell
bent on saving their unearned extreme-
ly generous terms and conditions.
Workers created the trade unions and
supported the formation of Labour -
what they thought at the time a political
party of their own. We will not continue
to standby while these careerists greed-
ily feed at the table of British capitalism
at our expense.

Rebel with a cause

Rotherham

B Mammoth pay

| read in the news that woolly
mammoths only died out 5-6,000 years
ago. In the same paper it says some
bloke has signed to play football for
Man United for about £100 million.
Now, | hustle around seven days a week
as a taxi driver to make maybe £500.
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Gang of four - the SDP was engineered to split a leftward moving Labour Party in the early 1980s
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So at this rate it will take me 4,000
years to make that much.

Add on his wages and “woolly mam-
moths may walk the earth again” be-
fore | get there!

Chris Parry

Bristol

B PLP panic

First the Blairites changed the whole
voting system to take what little was
left out of the hands of activists in the
Labour Party and the trade unions.
Then, to their horror, hundreds of thou-
sands of the electorate paid up to vote
for someone advocating left-wing poli-
cies - like reversing the privatisation of
the NHS, and nationalising the energy
companies, railways and steel; protect-
ing workers’ rights, building affordable
homes, stopping wasting money on nu-
clear weapons and war.

After Jeremy got elected, hundreds of
thousands more joined and continued
to join. Panic at Westminster.

There was no point in forcing a leader-
ship election; Corbyn was simply too
popular. With unbelievable arrogance
and total disregard for their own mem-
bers, nine months after a massive
mandate, 172 MPs went for a vote of
no confidence.

Jeremy had too much respect for the
membership to take notice of them
and he refused to resign. Panic, panic,
panic!

Change the rules again, and take the
vote from anyone who’d joined in the
previous six months - unless they pay
an extra £25. Then set a narrow 48-
hour window for the £25 to be paid.
183,000 actually paid in 48 hours -
incredible! Then some cheeky disen-
franchised supporters, raising the cost
through crowd funding, challenged los-
ing their vote through the courts, and
won. Then, using members’ money,
the Blairites appealed this at a cost
of £80,000 - now passed onto those
members who dared to insist on their
democratic rights through the courts.
Enough is enough!

Mary Jackson

Doncaster

We reserve the right to shorten letters. Don’t forget to give your name,address and phone number.
Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

magine the job description.
The Equality Advisory and
Support Service helps people
facing human rights issues or
dis-crimination on the grounds

of disability, race, gender and other
forms of discrimination.

For example, supporting people

denied housing or made redundant
due to race, sexual orientation, age
or disability. We seek a trustwor-
thy, supportive and understanding

And now, the successful
applicant’s CV...
G4S

M1901 - Predecessor private secu-

fity firm founded in Denmark.
M1991 - Started running the UK’s
first privatised prison.

HM1998 - Began operating the UK’s
privatised children’s prisons or ‘se-
cure training centres’.

H2004 - A ‘restrained’ 15-year-old
died in one of our prisons.
M2007-10 - Claimed parking fines
as business expenses to avoid
£580,000 in corporation tax.
W2010 - Unlawfully killed a father of
five during deportation from UK. Our
military wing was criticised by the
US Senate’s Armed Services Com-
mittee and the UN watchdog Global
Policy Forum.

M2012 - Senate and UN criticise us
again.

Meanwhile, in Israel-Palestine,
helped the Israeli state run several
detention centres for Palestinians,
and provided police HQ with security
equipment. The Guardian reported
that Cell 36 at al-Jalameh prison
holds children.

Cashed in on Canada’s asylum
crackdown.

Part of the UK Olympics security
fiasco.

M2014 - Saw out a mass hunger

Phone 020 8988 8777 or visit

socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe to pay
by card or arrange a Direct Debit. Or post
cheques (payable to Socialist Publications) a4a7ine W12 issues £20

to PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD
Guba:

G4S guard
photo Johan Paulin/

Wikimedia Commons

manager to run our helpline at a
time when hate crime is increasing.

strike of jailed Palestinians.
Investigated by the UK’s Serious
Fraud Office and criticised in parlia-
ment for charging for electronic tags
on released and deceased offend-
ers.

M2014 - Sold our subsidiary which
had been providing ‘cleaning and
facilities’ services at Guantanamo
Bay.

Found to use disciplinary techniques
in our prisons including tipping a
pregnant woman’s wheelchair while
holding her feet.

M2015 - Had to sack at least six
members of staff at a young offend-
ers’ facility after they attracted too
much heat. Ofsted reported drug
use while on duty, racism and hu-
miliation of children.

Accused of torturing South African
prisoners.

Our police control room made bogus
9909 calls to hit targets.

Our patient transport service in Kent
left a dialysis patient stranded for
hours.

M2016 - Lost our appeal over tax
avoidance.

Skills - Corner-cutting, over-charg-
ing, under-training, worker exploita-
tion, negligence, racism, brutality.
Referees - UK government (estimat-
ed £4 billion of contracts by 2012),
other governments looking to priva-
tise anything all over the planet

Socialis_t

Direct debit just B £4.50 a
month or M £6.50 a month
including Socialism Today

M6 months £35 M1 year £60
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USA: Socialist Studer_lts.launched

Student members of Socialist Alternative (US co-thinkers of the
Socialist Party) have been to the forefront of key campaigns for

fossil fuel divestment, against sexual assault on campus, the
#MillionStudentMarch for free college last year, and Black Lives Matter
on campuses.

As a result of these struggles Socialist Alternative is launching Socialist
Students, a nationwide initiative to help build the socialist movement in
schools and on campuses across the country.

st

Hong Kong: Multinational takes socialist to court
CWI member Sally Tang Mei-ching will appear in court on 1 September in
a case brought by Hong Kong’s scandal-prone transport and property cor-
poration, MTR. She is charged with two offences that carry the maximum
penalty of six month’s imprisonment and a HK$7,000 (£685) fine. This is
a clearly a case of political persecution against a spokesperson for a well-
known anti-big business and anti-establishment political organisation.
More on chinaworker.info

World Social Forum 2016

Tens of thousands of people gathered in Montreal, Quebec, for the 2016
World Social Forum (WSF), held between 9 and 14 August.

CWI members from Quebec, Canada, the US and several other countries
were present throughout the event, holding a campaign stall and several
meetings and workshops. Over 70 people participated in our first and
very successful meeting, dedicated to the need for a political alternative
to capitalism.

socialistworld.net

US presidential election:

TRUNIP I 8
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[Wha.t we stand for]

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the

needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts

[RUUBL

Tom Crean
Socialist Alternative, USA

he presidential election

campaign is heading into

its final phase now that

the Democratic and Re-

publican conventions are
over. The result was the anointing of
the two most unpopular major party
nominees in living memory, al-
though Donald Trump is right now
definitely winning the unpopularity
competition.

Many workers, women, black
people, Muslims and immigrants
are legitimately afraid about what
an unhinged Trump presidency
would mean. But millions of people
are also sickened by the choice at
the top which is contributing to
significant support for both left-
leaning Jill Stein of the Greens and
Gary Johnson of the right-wing
Libertarians.

This presidential contest has wit-
nessed an upheaval against the po-
litical establishment of both parties
not seen in decades.

In particular there was the mass
support for Bernie Sanders’ call for a
“political revolution against the bil-
lionaire class” - fuelled by pent-up
anger at unprecedented inequality
and the neoliberal attacks against
working people over the past 30
years.
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Such support showed the poten-
tial for a new political force repre-
senting the 99%, independent of
corporate control.

Donald Trump’s campaign, in a
distorted way, has also channelled
anti-establishment and working
class anger but is using that to fur-
ther a nationalist and racist, right-
populist agenda, which is deeply
hostile to the interests of working
people and the oppressed.

Reactionary

At the Republican National Conven-
tion, Trump focused on a “law and
order” message playing on fears of
racial strife and terrorism. But he
also demagogically talked of stand-
ing up for the “forgotten men and
women” in working class communi-
ties devastated by the loss of better-
paid industrial jobs.

Since then he has come out in
favour of changes to the tax code
that would represent a further shift
of wealth to the 0.01% showing how
hollow the “I feel your pain” rheto-
ric really is.

The liberal media’s frequently
crude attempts to dismiss the white
working class as one reactionary
mass are fundamentally wrong.

For one thing a large section
of the white working class rejects
Trump, for various reasons or sim-
ply because they don’t believe a bil-
lionaire blowhard actually has their

photo Gage Skidmore/

Creative Commons
— L ar§ == - &

interests at heart.

Many of the poorest white Ameri-
cans are completely alienated from
the political process and will not
vote. And of those inclined to sup-
port Trump there is more than one
motivation. Many are looking to
punish the establishment, of which
Hillary Clinton is such a consum-
mate representative.

There is a reason why Bernie
Sanders crushed Donald Trump
in every poll for months and that is
because a section of the people pre-
pared to consider Trump, given a
choice, would have opted for a clear
pro-working class and anti-racist
candidate. This shows the danger
of trying to oppose right populism
with a candidate of the status quo
like Clinton.

There should be no illusion on
this score: whether Trump wins or
loses, a right-wing force is emerging
in the US which can only be defeat-
ed by a mass movement of working
people and the oppressed.

Establishment
Significant sections of the ruling
elite have their own reasons for
going after Trump. First of all they
are not happy with his ‘isolationist’
position in foreign affairs, including
his opposition to trade deals or
talk of pulling back from Nato
commitments.

Secondly, they have concluded

that Trump is incapable of ‘pivot-
ing’ after the primaries to be more
‘presidential. They see his attacks
on one group after another and his
completely unscripted and undis-
ciplined approach as potentially
seriously damaging the presidency,
further undermining the credibility
of the political system. Their worry
- not without reason - is that a Presi-
dent Trump could unleash civil
unrest on a scale not seen since the
1960s and 70s.

As long as Clinton, clearly now
the favoured candidate of Wall
Street and the corporate elite, can
keep the focus on him, her position
strengthens. The danger for Hillary
is if the focus returns to her. After
the FBIreport on her use of a private
email server during her time as Sec-
retary of State the polls showed her
neck and neck with Trump.

Besides Clinton’s “stop Trump”
message she has also talked about
inequality and reigning in Wall
Street to appeal to Sanders sup-
porters. But none of that is binding
on the Democrats if they win. The
ruling class would like a President
Clinton who has made as few prom-
ises as possible but this is also a
dangerous approach in dealing with
Trump who is clearly prepared to
make a lot of promises.

DNC walkout

From the start of Bernie Sanders’
historic campaign, Socialist Alter-
native argued that he should have
run as an independent candidate.
By accepting the framework of
the rigged Democratic primary
system, he set the stage for the
betrayal of the ‘political revolu-
tion! In the end he tragically
gave his fulsome endorse-
ment to Hillary Clinton, who
represents Walmart and Wall
Street. But if Sanders was
standing all the way to Novem-
ber’s election there would be
the potential for a left vote on a his-
torical scale.

But despite the serious limita-
tions of Sanders’ campaign, mil-

Major social struggles are going to be unleashed
in the coming years photo Alex Garland
| )

lions got an education in how far
the political system and particularly
the Democratic establishment were
prepared to go to prevent Sanders
winning. Why? Because as a party
which serves the interests of corpo-
rate America it is opposed to a pro-
working class programme.

If the ruling elite seem distressed
about the prospect of a President
Trump, that is nothing compared to
how they would have reacted to the
prospect of a President Bernie.

Despite the efforts of the corpo-
rate media to keep the story under
wraps, the Democratic convention
in Philadelphia was the most con-
tentious in 50 years.

The walkout of half or more of
Sanders’ delegates on the Tuesday
night of the convention reflected
the anger at the way the primary
had been stacked against them
which was all brought back by the
Wikileaks data dump.

But it also reflected the disbelief
at Hillary’s choice of Tim Kaine, a
supporter of bank deregulation,
as a running mate all while talking
about ‘party unity’

Socialist Alternative was proud to
have played a role in helping to or-
ganise this walkout which was an af-
firmation of the political revolution.
But even among those who walked
out there was a clear differen-
tiation between those who still be-

lieve the Democratic Party could
be reformed into a party which
represents the interest of the 99%
and those who, like us, believe this
is impossible and have decided to
support Jill Stein as the best way to
continue the political revolution in
the November election.

Johnson and Stein

Steinisnow gettingup to 5% in some
polls while Johnson is polling near
10%. Both campaigns are feeding
off the desire for more political
choice than the dysfunctional two
party system offers but they also
point in fundamentally different
directions.
We utterly reject the argument
that a ‘vote for Stein is a vote for
Trump! We fully recognise that mil-
lions who reject what Clinton repre-
sents will in the end hold their nos-
es and vote for her to stop Trump.
But we see the question of laying
the ground for a new political force
as primary.
40 years of neoliberal Democratic
policies helped drive a big section
of the working class into the arms of
utter reactionaries. The solution to
this is not to keep supporting those
same Democrats but to build our
own political party.
We must begin to prepare for the
major social struggles that are go-
ing to be unleashed in the coming
years.
In Seattle, Socialist Alternative
member Kshama Sawant proved
the effectiveness of independent
politics by winning election and

reelection as a council member,
as well as winning the first lo-
cal $15 minimum wage in the
country.

We also aim, alongside oth-
ers, to continue to demon-
strate in practice what a new

independent politics based on

determined struggle and di-

rectly challenging the corpo-
rate political establishment can

achieve.

For more election articles see

socialistalternative.org

and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must

be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions.

M No to privatisation and the Private
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise
all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and run them
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives
of service workers and users.

M Free, publicly run, good quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘free schools’!

M A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out private contractors!

M Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on
an environmentally sustainable basis,
to provide good quality homes with
low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate
step towards a real living wage. For an
annual increase in the minimum wage
linked to average earnings.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers

to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

M An immediate 50% increase in the
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For
fighting trade unions, democratically
controlled by their members. Full-time
union officials to be regularly elected
and receive no more than a worker’s
wage. Support the National Shop
Stewards Network.

B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay.

ENVIRONMENT

M Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy and into ending the problems
of early obsolescence and un-recycled
waste.

M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.

M A democratically planned, low-fare,
publicly owned transport system, as
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

RIGHTS

M Oppose discrimination on the
grounds of race, gender, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

M Repeal all laws that trample over
civil liberties. For the right to protest!
End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman'’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

NEW MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

B For a new mass workers’ party
drawing together workers, young
people and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big
business parties. Support the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition as an
important step towards this.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
M No to imperialist wars and
occupations.

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and
the banking system that dominate
the British economy, and run them
under democratic working class
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of
proven need.

M A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of
the overwhelming majority of people,
and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

B No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

www.socialistparty.org.uk

02089888777

@Socialist_party 1 Text 07761 818206 f{ /CWISocialistParty
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£1 /£2 solidarity

price

Deliveroo driver talks to the Socialist

STRIKE AGTION

he six-day strike by Deliv-

eroo drivers in London,

organised by the TWGB

union, has forced the

bosses to back down and
won concessions.

Following negotiations with a del-
egation of drivers, Deliveroo man-
agement scrapped the new contract
they were trying to impose.

Other concessions include: a
promise of no victimisation of strik-
ers, a trial of a new pay structure in
the area affected, negotiations after-

wards, and any driver who doesn’t
want to take part can move to a new
area of their choice and keep the
same hours.

The trial pay model will see work-
ers get £3.75 per delivery, in contrast
to the current £7 per hour, with an
additional £1 per delivery.

The decision by Deliveroo not
to force workers to take part in the
trial is a victory for collective action
and trade union organisation and is
particularly significant coming as it
does in the so called ‘gig economy’

A Deliveroo striker spoke to the Socialist:

When | started working for Deliveroo | didn’t think this would be pos-
sible, but by fighting together and standing firm we have stopped the
worst of the new contract and made our voices heard.

We work in all weathers and risk our lives dashing around the
streets of London and by scrapping the hourly rate as the company

wants to, we would all earn less.

Being paid for each delivery doesn’t take into account all the wait-
ing around and the inconsistency in deliveries.

It would be like being on a zero-hour contract but my rent is the
same each month, some drivers have kids, food is the same price,
we can’t afford our pay to vary every week.

Technically we are self-employed, even though this only works for
the company, but this shows even we can take action and act as one.

The protest we held outside the offices on the first day of the strike
was brilliant, it forced the top managers to come out and speak to
us. And we’d like to thank everyone who came down to offer us sup-
port. I'm still amazed by how much publicity this strike has got!

TO BACK DOWN

A Deliveroo workers’ delegation enters the company
HQ for talks with management photo James Ivens
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