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Those working in the 
‘gig economy’ will 
be over the moon at 

the recent victory of Uber 
drivers.

Two workers, backed by general 
union GMB, took the transport firm 
to employment tribunal to prove 
they were actually employed by 
it. Because shockingly, Uber has 

been claiming its drivers are ‘self-
employed’, meaning it has no legal 
responsibility to pay the minimum 
wage or grant decent holiday and 
sick leave.

This is bogus self-employment. It 
is one of employers’ favourite tricks 
to avoid even the limited workers’ 
rights the law provides.

A summer of strikes in the sec-
tor and a wave of unionisation of 
low-paid workers have put a lot of 
pressure on the bosses. Partly as a 
result, the judge made a scathing 
verbal attack on the rise in this form 
of exploitation, stating: “The notion 
that Uber in London is a mosaic of 

30,000 small businesses linked by a 
common ‘platform’ is to our minds 
faintly ridiculous.”

This ruling should give confidence 
to everyone working insecure jobs. 
But important as this ruling is, it was 
not a foregone conclusion. Collective 
workers’ action helped win it, and 
only collective workers’ action will 
ensure the bosses stick to it.

Strike
The Ritzy cinema workers in south 
London are back on their picket 
lines fighting for a living wage, af-
ter bosses refused to take seriously 
their pledge of negotiations after 

the last round of strikes. Deliveroo 
drivers recently won a big victory 
against changes to their contracts 
which would have slashed their pay, 
also by striking.

These workers are some of the 
most exploited. But they are also 
finding their voice to fight back.

These industrial battles must con-
tinue, backed by unionising more 
low-paid, precarious and unorgan-
ised workforces to join them. Trade 
unions have a double role: they can 
ensure existing workers’ rights are 
respected, and can fight for a better 
deal too.

But we also need a political voice. 

Jeremy Corbyn won huge support 
by calling for ending zero-hour con-
tracts, introducing a £10 an hour 
minimum wage, and scrapping re-
strictions on trade unions.

To make these demands a reality, 
Corbyn must lead the fight to get 
the Blairites out of Labour. We need 
a mass workers’ party opposed to 
austerity, to fight for an end to bogus 
self-employment and the exploita-
tive practices gig economy.

‘New technology, the gig 
economy and the working 
class’ - one of the sessions at 
Socialism 2016, see page 5

Gig economy exploitation 
can be beaten... Fight 

For 
decent 

jobs For all
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This year will be remembered as a turning point 
in British history. The vote to exit the EU threw 
everything into turmoil. Capitalist politics was 
shaken out of its normal channels and has yet 
to re-establish any stability. On the contrary, 

the attempts of the capitalist class to try and create 
some order from the chaos - by pressuring the Tory 
party to anoint Theresa May prime minister - achieved 
no more than a paper-thin veneer over the cracks in the 
establishment.

Within weeks, the Tories are once again openly at each 
other’s throats over the EU. May is trying to balance on a 
tightrope over the chasm between the ‘hard Brexit’ wing 
of the Tory party, which has wide support among its rank 
and file, and the desire of the majority of the capitalist 
class to limit the effects of Brexit. Meanwhile, Ukip’s 
leadership is in meltdown.

Given the disarray of right-wing, pro-capitalist forces, 
the Jeremy Corbyn-led leadership of the Labour Party 
has a golden opportunity to assert the voice of the work-
ing class majority in society. Of course, the Labour Party 
is not a unified force either. However, the huge wave of 
support for Jeremy Corbyn over the summer led to a 
crushing defeat for the pro-capitalist forces within the 
Labour Party - the Blairites. If the Labour leadership act-
ed to consolidate its victory, it would be possible to take 
decisive advantage of the turmoil in the capitalist class.

Imagine if Jeremy Corbyn was currently campaigning 
for a socialist Brexit. He could propose a different kind 
of Repeal Bill to that proposed by Theresa May - one 
that annulled all EU regulations which go against work-
ing class interests, like the rules restricting state aid and 
nationalisation, or the posted workers’ directive which 
drives down wages.

Such a bill could repeal anti-trade union legislation, 
including the Tories’ latest Trade Union Act, and enforce 
collective agreements. It would mean bringing about real 
working class control via democratic public ownership. 
A campaign for Brexit on this basis could transform the 
political situation in Britain - with the possibility of bring-
ing about the collapse of this very weak Tory government, 
and Labour winning the resulting general election.

Consolidating victory
Unfortunately, however, so far there has not been a cam-
paign to consolidate Jeremy’s overwhelming victory. There 
is a real danger that the possibility of creating a democrat-
ic, socialist Labour Party is squandered in a new attempt 
to conciliate the right. The pro-capitalist elements of the 
Labour Party have repeatedly demonstrated how deter-
mined they remain to isolate and defeat Corbyn. Left-wing 
constituency Labour Party organisations in Wallasey and 
Brighton remain suspended on spurious grounds.

Just last week, around 100 Labour MPs failed to turn 
up for (or abstained on) the Labour parliamentary motion 
to withdraw UK support for Saudi Arabia in protest at the 
war it is conducting against Yemen. As a result the motion 
narrowly fell, leaving British forces training the Saudi Ara-
bian military to enable it to step up devastating airstrikes, 
including against Yemeni civilians. Even one anti-Corbyn 
Labour MP expressed disgust that fellow MPs were just 
“using the issue as a way of trying to beat Jeremy.”

Shadow Foreign Secretary Emily Thornbury expressed 
her disappointment at the MPs’ behaviour, but as yet 

excluded socialists (see petition at socialistparty.org.uk/
issue/922/23846), and allowing socialist organisations 
to affiliate.

The battle against Labour’s right is not simply a bat-
tle between two wings of a party. Behind them are the 
class interests of the different participants. The right 
ultimately represents the capitalist elite, which was de-
lighted with the Blairite transformation of Labour into a 
party that could be relied on to act on their behalf, and 
is fighting to turn the wheel of history back to that situa-
tion. The surge into the Labour Party in support of Corbyn 
is made up of hundreds of thousands of working class 
and impoverished middle class people, who want to see 
a party that stands in their interests.

John McDonnell was right when he said that the at-
tempted coup against Corbyn represented “the 1% tell-
ing the 99% to get back in line.” The coup’s defeat gave 
a glimpse of the power of a mass working class mobili-
sation to defeat the capitalist elite. If it is built on, La-
bour can be transformed into a party that stands clearly 
against austerity - including refusing to implement cuts 
at local level - where, in many places, Labour is already 
in power.

Such a party, standing for policies like renationalisa-
tion of the NHS and railways, a £10 an hour minimum 
wage, free education, and mass council house building, 
would have the potential to win widespread support from 
working and middle class people. MPs who cannot sup-
port such a programme should go! Better to have a La-
bour Party united against austerity, even if initially with 
fewer MPs, than the current situation where the majority 
of Labour MPs support it.

Such a party would also face determined opposition 
from the capitalist class, whose attempts to stop it from 
being elected - and, if elected, from implementing its 
programme - would put the current capitalist campaign 
against Corbyn into the shade. A glimpse of the intransi-
gence and determination of the capitalist class to defend 
its own class interests is shown by the refusal to hold an 
inquiry into Orgreave (see page 12).

Syriza government
It would be very naive to imagine that the enormous 
pressure to capitulate and accept austerity which was 
exerted on the Syriza government in Greece would not 
be repeated in a different form if a left-led government 
came to power in Britain. To give in to that pressure, as 
the leadership of Syriza did, would be a major defeat for 
the working class in Britain.

It is therefore concerning that, even before facing pres-
sure on that scale, the leadership of Labour has retreat-
ed on some issues, probably in the vain hope of pacify-
ing Labour’s right. No statement has been made against 
Labour councils preparing a new round of budget cuts. 
Nationalisation of the energy companies, put forward in 
Jeremy’s first election campaign, has now been dropped. 
John McDonnell last week also suggested that the “inde-
pendence” of the Bank of England is “sacrosanct.” Yet 
it was a right-wing measure, taken under Blair, to effec-
tively privatise the Bank of England by taking it out of 
government control. A socialist policy would be to nation-
alise not only the Bank of England, but the whole bank-
ing system under democratic control.

There was nothing automatic in the defeat of the work-
ing class in Greece. If a left government in Britain was 
determined, and instead of bending under the pressure 
of the capitalist class, mobilised a mass working class 
movement in defence of its policies, the elite would be 
unable to prevent it implementing its programme, there-
by improving the lives of millions. Of course, to effectively 
defend the government against the inevitable sabotage 
of the capitalists, it would be necessary to go further - na-
tionalisation, under democratic workers’ control, of the 
banks and major corporations, in order to form the basis 
for a socialist plan of production, would be posed.

The root cause of the turmoil in politics is the profound 
unpopularity of all the capitalist parties - who have noth-
ing but growing hardship to offer the majority. An op-
portunity now exists to build a mass party that offers an 
alternative to endless austerity, on the basis of socialist 
policies. If that opportunity is seized, it will be a major 
step forward for the working class. The Socialist Party will 
do all we can to prevent this chance being lost as a result 
of prevarication and retreat. We appeal to all those who 
agree to join the Socialist Party.

they face no disciplinary action. Labour has overwhelm-
ingly elected an anti-austerity, anti-war leadership, yet 
right-wing Labour MPs remain free to vote for war - or 
austerity, or privatisation - without facing any conse-
quences. Instead, they should be clearly told that they 
will lose the Labour whip if they are not prepared to vote 
for Corbyn’s key policies in parliament.

However, far from calling for this, Momentum - set up 
to support Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership of the Labour Par-
ty - is not even calling for mandatory reselection of MPs, 
or campaigning to use the existing watered-down ‘trigger 
ballot’ system to hold them to account.

Mandatory reselection is a basic democratic pro-
cedure allowing local Labour Party organisations to 
choose who stands on their behalf. It was hard fought 
for by the left in the past, including by Jeremy Corbyn, 

play a useful supplementary role in some circumstances, 
if it is used to replace meetings and conferences it is 
always a means to consign the majority to the status of 
passive observers, whose participation is limited to the 
occasional click, while central decisions are taken by an 
unaccountable leadership.

Those who became active in Momentum in order to 
fight to transform the Labour Party need to draw the nec-
essary conclusions from this miserable experience. 

Matt Wrack, general secretary of the FBU, has now cor-
rectly come out in criticism of the leadership of Momen-
tum. This is a step forward. Unfortunately, up until now 
he and other key supporters of Momentum - like Mark 
Serwotka, general secretary of the PCS - have not been 
prepared to clearly oppose the mistaken strategy of the 
Momentum leadership. This was understood, however, 
by delegates to the 2016 PCS conference - who voted 
against affiliating to Momentum, largely due to its lack 
of democracy. Now Matt and others need to go further. 

As the Socialist Party has argued from the beginning, 
what is needed is an open, democratic, fighting organi-
sation that brings together all who want to fight to trans-
form Labour into an anti-austerity party; whether or not 
they are currently allowed into the Labour Party by the 
right-wing machine. Such a force should fight clearly for 
the transformation of the Labour Party; including the de-
mocratisation of its structures - mandatory reselection, 
restoring trade union rights, readmitting expelled and 

be opened to the creation of a mass party of the working 
class from the ashes of New Labour.

Few, however, will be inspired to get active by the Mo-
mentum leadership’s current strategy of endless concili-
ation with the right. This road, if continued down, will ulti-
mately lead to widespread demoralisation and therefore 
defeat.

Warnings
We warned of this when, soon after the foundation of Mo-
mentum, Peter Taaffe, general secretary of the Socialist 
Party, and Hannah Sell, deputy general secretary, met 
with Jon Lansman. Even then Lansman argued against 
fighting for mandatory reselection, believing that many 
of the MPs could be won over to Corbyn, enabling him 
to ‘cling on’ until 2020. Our warnings that the right was 
irreconcilably opposed to Corbyn and an attempted coup 
was inevitable were dismissed.

The consequences of Momentum’s continued strategy 
of ‘clinging on’ are currently being demonstrated in the 
attempts of its unelected leadership to prevent any kind 
of democratic Momentum conference taking place. They 
are terrified that a conference might embarrass them by 
voting to combat the Blairites.

That is why they are proposing the conference be or-
ganised on an online voting basis. While online voting can 

John McDonnell and Jon Lansman, the founder of Mo-
mentum. Its abolition by the Blairites undoubtedly made 
it easier for Labour MPs to vote for anti-working class 
policies without consequence, and, in some cases, to 
fiddle their expenses. Today the Labour right becomes 
apoplectic with rage at the idea that any MP should be 
made accountable to local Labour Party members; all 
the more reason to campaign for it to happen.

The hundreds of thousands of people who joined the 
Labour Party in order to defeat the coup will not auto-
matically become active in their local Labour Party or-
ganisations. If, however, they are shown that doing so 
is a route to defeating the right, and creating the kind of 
anti-austerity Labour Party they joined hoping for, many 
would be prepared to do so - understanding that, while 
victory would not be achieved in one act, the road would 

Corbyn movement must seize 
the initiative - or face defeat
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British-supplied Eurofighters have been central to Saudi air raids on Yemen, 
backed by the Blairites  photo Laurent ERRERA (Creative Commons)

The huge enthusiasm for Corbyn’s pro-worker platform could 
turn into demoralisation without a fightback  photo Mike Hirst

photo Paul Mattsson

The Labour right recently defied Corbyn, allowing a motion against UK support for 
Saudi Arabia’s war on Yemen to fall  photo Almigdad Mojalli/VOA (Creative Commons)

‘Capitalism versus Corbynomics’ - what economic 
barriers would a Corbyn government face? One of 
the discussions at Socialism 2016 - see page 5
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to those who know that, at any time, 
they may well become Daniel Blake. 
Millions of workers don’t know if or 
when we’ll become sick or jobless.

The film starts with the absurdity 
of a work capability assessment. It’s 
a one-size-fits-all, Catch-22 inter-
rogation. It shows a single mother 
sent from London to Newcastle be-
cause of the lack of council homes. 
It shows someone who hasn’t eaten 
in days opening a can of beans at the 
food bank and eating it there and 
then.

People in the cinema were crying. 
It’s a film that can make you very 
emotional. But getting angry is not 
enough. We also need to organise.

Enough is enough with the slan-
ders! Enough is enough with this in-
humane system! Enough is enough 
with deaths from benefit cuts!

We are not scroungers. We are 
people who are entitled to a digni-
fied life. 

Scrap the Tories’ welfare counter-
reforms; abolish work capability 
assessments; invest in jobs, homes 
and services for all.

Organise and fight back!

Amalia
Socialist Party disabilities group

Thousands of people have died 
since the implementation of ‘work 
capability assessments’. This is what 
the new Ken Loach film ‘I, Daniel 
Blake’ is all about.

Iain Duncan Smith, the politician 
responsible for this system, who 
lives rent-free in a £2 million man-
sion, considers the film extreme. 
Meanwhile, he disingenuously criti-
cises Theresa May’s latest round of 
benefit cuts.

In 2012, then-chancellor George 
Osborne was booed during the Lon-
don Paralympics, just a few months 
after his government’s Welfare ‘Re-
form’ Act passed.

This brought us - among other 
things - the ‘bedroom tax’, ‘personal 
independent payments’ to replace 
‘disability living allowance’, and 
benefit sanctions against sick and 
disabled ‘employment and support 
allowance’ claimants.

Last spring there was another 
massive outcry against the Tories, 
who wanted to further cut disability 
benefits, by £30 a week. Iain Dun-
can Smith resigned over this, totally 
hypocritically: £15 billion went from 
the welfare budget while he was 
work and pensions secretary.

Cuts have tragic consequences. 
People lose their homes, their fami-
lies, their communities, their health 
- mental and physical - and tragi-
cally, all too often, their lives.

But the stories of suffering that 
have surfaced since ‘I, Daniel Blake’ 
premiered are many. Right-wing 
hack Toby Young denies the wealth 
of real evidence, saying the story 
didn’t “ring true” - because the 
characters were not “scroungers”!

Everything in the film “rings true” 

Michael Johnson
Socialist Party LGBT group

David Cameron has won an award 
for being this year’s best “ally” of the 
LGBT rights movement from web-
site PinkNews.

Let that sink in. David Cameron. 
Ally.

Cameron spearheaded massive at-
tacks on huge sections of the popu-
lation, including disabled people, 
migrants, students and working class 
people. It may shock PinkNews to 
learn the LGBT community is part of 
all these groups.

Cameron, noted ‘ally’, presided 
over devastating cuts to jobs and 
benefits that leave people not know-
ing if they’ll be able to afford food. 
But none of those million-plus peo-
ple using food banks now could be 
LGBT; Cameron’s our ally!

Specialist services, including spe-
cialist housing and HIV/Aids ser-
vices are disappearing across the 
country. The biggest push on ‘acad-
emy’ schools so far gives free rein to 
heads to bring back Thatcher’s ‘Sec-
tion 28’ anti-LGBT education rules 
by the back door.

Cameron, with Theresa May, has 
deported countless LGBT asylum 
seekers - because they do not read 
LGBT media, have had children, 
or just are able to pretend to be 
straight.

And during our ‘ally’s’ time as 
prime minister, hate crimes against 
LGBT people increased year on year, 
more than doubling between 2015 
and 2016. Cameron’s such an ally 
that more than half of those victims 
don’t feel respected or satisfied by 
the police response.

Some, like PinkNews, argue Cam-
eron can’t be held responsible for 

this increase. But Cameron has 
done nothing to challenge oppres-
sion of LGBT people, even at the 
time of his lauded equal marriage 
vote, within his own party - let alone 
in society at large.

David Cameron might not be 
beating up LGBT people himself. But 
too often I’ve been worried to hold a 
boyfriend’s hand in public, be ‘out’ 
at work, or even wear clothes that 
might be ‘too gay’ for fear of verbal 
abuse at best. I’ve been beaten up at 
school for being pegged as gay, and 
have been at actual risk of physical 
assault for my sexuality today.

I know this isn’t because some 
people just decide to attack LGBT 
people out of nowhere. It’s because 
of the real divisions in society, 

which Cameron and his ilk maintain 
from the top.

Cameron has also expressed his 
‘ally’ credentials by voting against 
same-sex adoption, against repeal-
ing Section 28, and against lesbian 
couples accessing ‘IVF’ pregnancy 
assistance. He even appointed MPs 
who had voted against pro-LGBT 
legislation as equality ministers 
- Theresa May, Maria Miller and 
Nicky Morgan. Their awards are 
probably next year.

An ‘ally’. Because during his time 
as prime minister, marriage equality 
became a thing. Never mind the real 
impact of his party. David Cameron 
and the Tories gain false credibility 
from PinkNews’s award while LGBT 
people suffer their actual policies.

The LGBT community doesn’t 
need ‘ally’ awards, it needs to re-
build a militant LGBT movement, 
with trade unions and other cam-
paigning groups. We need a mass 
workers’ party, to build real politi-
cal representation, to fight against 
cuts and capitalism, for equality and 
genuine liberation for all.

Akila
Newly qualified teacher, Birmingham

Nearly a third of newly qualified 
teachers who started work in 2010 
have already left the profession.

This figure reveals the true cost 
of the government’s education 
‘reforms’. That many teachers are 
driven away from the profession is 
unsurprising.

Teachers are entering a job that is 
more pressured than ever. As a new-
ly qualified teacher, I work at least 
ten hours a day, and often take work 
home at weekends.

Target-setting means that new 
teachers and trainees are often ex-
pected to meet unrealistically high 
teaching standards right at the be-
ginning of their career.

Schools now face the threat of be-
ing closed down or made into ‘acad-
emies’ if they do not perform as 
demanded by education inspector 
Ofsted. This leads to management 
making teachers carry out unneces-
sary and time-consuming tasks to 
meet impossible expectations.

The majority of secondary schools 
in England - 59% - are now acad-
emies, allowing them to ignore 
national agreements on teachers’ 
pay and conditions, and increase 
workload. I trained at an academy 
where recently qualified teachers 
were asked to mentor several newly 
qualified teachers at once, because 
the staff turnover was so high.

Teachers are held to account for 
pupils’ results, meaning they need 
to spend valuable time justifying 
pupils’ marks. This will only be-
come more stressful, due to the 2014 
National Curriculum with much 
tougher exams. But the govern-
ment’s obsession with learning by 
rote means exams are more a test of 
memory than ability.

If we want teachers to stay and 
teach well, we must fight to end the 
ban on councils building new coun-
cil-run schools, and fight for invest-
ment in reduced class sizes, cuts to 
workload, and guaranteed decent 
pay and conditions.

We are all Daniel Blake

LGBT people need militancy, not 
false ‘allies’ like David Cameron

No more deaths from beNefit cuts

 J Pay per Tiger
Good news for readers of the 
Socialist! A new club has opened 
that organises monthly meetings 
and social events. Bad news - only 
those with a minimum of $10 
million, who pay membership fees 
“starting at” $30,000, need apply.

‘Tiger 21’ - The Investment Group 
for Enhanced Results in the 21st 
century - was launched in New York 
in 1999, and has now opened in 
the UK.

Previous activities include 
a “group meeting experience” 
on Richard Branson’s private 
Caribbean island. Common topics 
of conversation apparently include 
how not to ruin the children by 
giving them too much money, and 
wealth preservation.

This club has 450 members and 
an estimated collective wealth of 
$40 billion. That could provide 
decent education to children 
worldwide deprived by poverty.
Jon Dale
Mansfield Socialist Party

 J Peevish Plaid 
A Plaid Cymru council leader in 
Wales threw a tantrum when asked 
about management consultants 
profiting from her cuts.

Journalist Jacques Peretti 
accused Plaid’s Ellen ap Gwynn: 
“You think the public don’t have 
a right to know. You’re a public 
body.” The Ceredigion council chief 
ordered him to leave.

Perhaps if Plaid took the same 
robust approach with Tory and 
Blairite austerity-merchants, Peretti 
wouldn’t have had to ask.

 J Student non-awards
A panel of student representatives 
refused to award a prize for 
best student accommodation 
experience, in protest at appalling 
conditions.

Trade magazine Property Week 
asked reps from across the UK to 
judge the award. Their joint letter 
found all the entrants lacking. As 
well as outrageous rents, many 
extort hundreds in unavoidable 
extra fees.

The judges concluded by calling 
for investment in accommodation, 
and end to privatisation, cheaper 
rents and universal living grants.

Getting angry is not 
enough. We also need 
to organise. Enough is 
enough with the slanders! 
Enough is enough with 
this inhumane system! 
Enough is enough with 
deaths from benefit cuts!

Let that sink in.  
David Cameron. ‘Ally’

what  

we  saw

oNe third of 2010’s 
New teachers have 

already quit
Cut workload and class sizes, 

not pay and conditions

Trade union Pride marcher 
photo Paul Mattsson

A heart attack forces Daniel Blake onto welfare

Teachers on strike 
photo Paul Mattsson
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workshops on ‘capitalism v corbynomics’, ‘building new mass 
workkers’ parties’, ‘is tusc still necessary?’ and much, much more

peter taaffe & michael crick  
on the real history of militant sunday 10am

and

darletta scruggs,  
blm & socialist activist from chicago
workshops on ‘black lives matter - building a movement to end 
racism’, ‘trump v clinton - how did this happen?’, ‘defending 
refugees, fighting deportations’ and much, much more

darletta, Peter and Juan ignacio will speak at the main  
Saturday night rally, 6.30-8.30pm at the institute of education, 
20 bedford way wC1H 0aL

                            Juan ignacio Ramos
Izquierda Revolucionaria general secretary

AfteR #HuelgA26O Spanish student strike
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Workplace

HeatHrow expansion exposes 

Chis Newby
London Socialist Party

The recent decision 
by the cabinet to go 
ahead with build-
ing a third runway at 
Heathrow has enor-

mous implications for work-
ers at Heathrow and for the 
local communities. What view 
should socialists take?

The local community and 
trade unions have not been 
properly consulted on this at 
all. There should have been 
a proper trade union and 
community-led inquiry over 
the full implications.

Reports
The decision is based on a re-
port commissioned by David 
Cameron in 2012 and head-
ed up by economist Howard 
Davies to look at the possi-
bilities for airport expansion in 
Britain. 

The report argued that - as 
airport capacity is close to 
the limit - if airports in south 
east England do not expand, 
airlines will look to other 
European airports and the 
British economy will lose out 
in tourism and trade. However 
a Department for Transport 
(DoT) report says this greatly 
exaggerates the benefits. 

Davies’ report states that the 
third runway would generate 
£147 billion to the economy 
over 60 years – the DoT report 
says £61 billion. And of course, 
the vast majority of this would 

go to the pockets of 
big business. 

For an integrated, environmentally sound, socialist transport system

Heathrow airport 
owners made 

£839m 
in profit in 2014

9,500 
people in London 
die every year 
because of air 
pollution-related 
illnesses

At least 

750 
homes will be 
demolished

Feature

Davies suggests it would cre-
ate 78,000 new jobs - DoT says 
nearer 39,000.

The decision has big implica-
tions for the Tory party, further 
exposing the splits in its front-
benches. It has led to the resig-
nation of Zac Goldsmith as Tory 
MP.

There are clearly big business 
interests at the centre of this, 
with the private airport own-
ers and airlines eyeing up the 
potential extra profits. In 2014 
Heathrow Airport Holdings Ltd, 
which owns Heathrow Airport, 
made profits of £839 million. 
With up to 50% more flights pre-
dicted with a third runway, this 
could dramatically increase. 

But this is contrasted with 
concerns of Tory MP’s looking 
to keep their seats and seeing 
the level of local opposition to 
the plans. 

Socialists must stand back 
from the arguments of the dif-
ferent wings of the capitalist 
class and look at what is in the 
best interests of the working 
class as a whole and the local 
community around Heathrow.

The area around Heathrow 
airport already suffers from 
high lev-
els of air 
pollution 
- breaching 
EU rules. This 
comes from both 
air and road traffic 
around the airport. A 
50% increase in flights 
would have a dramatic effect, 
even with so-called cleaner 
flights. Already, 9,500 peo-

ple in London die every year 
because of air pollution-related 
illnesses.

Noise pollution, as well as 
having a bad effect on people’s 
hearing, can also increase stress 
and lead to sleep loss – with po-
tential serious health complica-
tions like heart disease. 

Expansion would also create 
big upheavals for the local com-
munity. There will be at least 
750 homes demolished - in-
cluding the whole of Longford 
village and parts of Harmonds-
worth and Sipson.

We understand that workers 
looking at the promise of new 
jobs may welcome expansion. 
But what sort of jobs will these 
be? Willie Walsh, CEO of IAG 
(the conglomerate made up 
of Aer Lingus, British Airways, 
Iberia and Vueling), is deter-
mined to drive down the wages 
and conditions of airport work-
ers - as are all other airlines. 

Just remember the long 
battle of the BA cabin crew and 
the current attempts to attack 
the jobs and conditions of the 
BA IT staff. We will continue 
to support airport workers 
struggling to maintain jobs and 
conditions. 

We support new jobs coming 
into the area but why do they 
have to be dependent on a 
new runway being built at 

Heathrow? It’s a bit rich for 
this government to be 

talking about new 

some airports around the coun-
try are only operating at 40%. 

There could be the opportuni-
ty to develop these airfields and 
link them up with big invest-
ment into the rail network. Rail, 
alongside the airports, airlines 
and buses should be brought 
back into public ownership. 
Measures to create cheap and 
efficient train services could en-
courage reduced use of cars and 
planes.

Socialism
We campaign for a fully inte-
grated, public-owned, demo-
cratically-run transport system 
that is genuinely affordable and 
where workers are on good wag-
es and conditions. If a Corbyn-
led Labour Party were brought 
to power, it would be an op-
portunity to fight to make these 
policies a reality now. 

We also support massive 
investment into research for 
more environmentally friend-
ly transport of all forms. This 
could only be fully achieved 
under a democratic socialist 
society but we will support all 
struggles along the way that 
will genuinely improve trans-
port for both passengers and 
workers.

jobs and apprenticeships when 
their policies have seen the 
loss of 600,000 jobs in local 
government since 2010.

Why can’t we have more 
building workers being em-
ployed to build the tens of thou-
sands of new council homes 
needed in the area? Why can’t 
we have more workers em-
ployed on the buses and tubes 
and in the tube station ticket 
offices? Why not employ more 
staff in overstretched schools 
and hospitals? 

To do all this we need a party 
in government and on local 
councils committed to defend-
ing and improving public ser-
vices. The movement around 
Jeremy Corbyn has shown the 
hunger for anti-austerity, job-
creating policies. But to enact 
them requires a decisive fight 
against the pro-capitalist, pro-
austerity Blairite wing of the La-
bour Party.   

Are we opposed to airport 
expansion? Not necessarily in 
every case, but each case has to 
be weighed up on its own mer-
its and disadvantages. A third 
runway at Heathrow doesn’t 
appear to be the best option, 
which is why we oppose this 
plan. 

There are other options of 
disused airfields or underused 
airfields. While Heathrow 
is working at 98% 
capacity, 
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Alastair Tice
Yorkshire Socialist Party

Despite Veolia bringing in scabs and 
agency workers from all around the 
country, thousands of Sheffield’s 
rubbish bins have not been emptied 
because of the city’s bin workers’ in-
dustrial action.

Around 150 GMB union members 
have now taken two full-day and 
two half-day strikes in pursuit of 
their pay claim.

Work to rule
But it is the “work to management 
instruction” that is really causing 
the backlog.

On the picket line on 27 October, 
Michael explained: “Yesterday, one 
crew only achieved 56% collection 
because if you work to management 
rules, then you can’t walk over grass 
verges, you can’t ‘ding’ (put a bag 
from one bin into another), you can 
only tip one bin at once (rather than 
two) and no running!”

Another striker added: “We 
‘dropped’ (didn’t collect) 800 bins 
yesterday, another wagon left 700.”

The mood on the picket line is no-
ticeably up, boosted by a two-to-one 

vote to reject Veolia’s latest pathetic 
offer and a few more workers join-
ing the strike

GMB officers Lee Parkinson and 
Pete Davies explained that the dis-
pute is part of a bigger picture as 
the Labour council, in implement-
ing Tory government cuts, wants to 
cut what it pays Veolia. They want to 
“sweat the assets” which means get 
less staff to do longer hours, start 
earlier and work later. 

If the bin workers win a victory 
over pay, they will be more con-
fident to resist future attacks on 
terms and conditions. In fact, the 
GMB and workers are increasingly 
demanding that the council strip 
Veolia of the whole waste manage-
ment contract and bring the service 
back in-house but with the union 
and workers having control over the 
process.

As Michael said: “I used to love 
this job when it was council because 
you could take that extra bag, give 
folk a hand, even stop for a cuppa 
with customers on the way round. 
That’s because it was a public 
service. Now I hate it because all 
Veolia are interested in is the litre-
age and we end up just running 
behind wagons.”

More workers 
join Sheffield 
bin dispute after 
workers reject 
rubbish offer

Portsmouth Socialist Party 
members

Workers have turned out in large 
numbers at the Southern Rail of-
fices in Barnham, West Sussex, de-
termined to win their dispute. “The 
result at ScotRail [where workers 
won a victory to keep conductors 
on every train] is a boost to our 
campaign and gives us confidence 
we can get a result,” was the view 
of an RMT member on the recent 
strike.

A train driver at Southern Rail 
also told us of their willingness to 
join the strike and their anger at the 
obstacles being put in their way by 

the courts and the anti-trade union 
legislation.

As the strike continues, fury 
among commuters is reaching boil-
ing point. They see the company as 
woefully inefficient and are increas-
ingly sympathetic to the arguments 
of the RMT over safety. Trains are 
so frequently cancelled, platforms 
get quickly over-crowded and fears 
grow that it will lead to accidents at 

stations.
With Southern Rail offering a 

bad service, threatening dangerous 
cuts while making huge profits, 
it’s no wonder support for the 
renationalisation of rail, a pledge 
made by Jeremy Corbyn during his 
successful re-election campaign, is 
so overwhelming.

If all these ingredients are 
brought together in support of the 
RMT, escalating the strike action 
by involving the train drivers, with 
commuters backed by the support 
of Jeremy Corbyn’s call to renation-
alise Southern Railway, pressure 
can be intensified on Southern Rail 
to retreat from their plans to remove 
the guard.

solid soutHern strike continues against Britain’s 
‘worst’ train company

Rob Williams
NSSN national chair

NUJ members working for 
Newsquest in South London were 
out on strike again on 25 October 
after voting to extend their strike 
by another five days. It is over a 
newsroom restructure that will result 

in 12 reporters covering news, sport 
and leisure across eleven newspapers 
and eight websites under a single 
content editor. Seven reporters have 
resigned over the plans.

The striking journalists outside 
the company’s Sutton HQ said: “We 
aren’t out here for more pay or better 
perks but because we have been cut 
to the extent that it’s impossible to 

do our jobs. Our office has basically 
halved since March. We aren’t able to 
do proper quality journalism and we 
were stretched before March! They 
don’t care that the quality will suffer.

“I heard somewhere that between 
2003 and 2014 their profits have in-
creased by 25% but by reducing staff 
by 50%. But once they do it here, 
they will roll it out throughout the 
country. They are refusing to talk to 
us - we just want them to negotiate 
properly with us.”

The initial action started on 13 
October until 19 October and which 
has been followed by an indefinite 
work to rule.

To send messages of support and 
donations to the hardship fund, 
email Bernard Roche at bernardr@
nuj.org.uk noting the amount and 
send the money to account number 
20143387, sort code 608301

Newsquest strike

“It’s impossible to do our jobs”
photo Alistair Tice

Update: Durham teaching assistants

‘Crisis in trade 
unionism - left or 
right?’ – one of the 
sessions at soCialism 
2016, see page 5

400 very noisy TAs (teaching assis-
tants) staged a protest outside Dur-
ham County Hall. Every car, bus and 
lorry that passed them blasted its 
horn in support. 

Across the north east there is 
growing anger against Durham’s 
Labour-controlled council which is 
planning to sack 2,700 TAs, then re-
hire them on 23% less pay. 

In a recent ballot 93% of the TAs 

voted in favour of strike action. 
Commenting on this vote Jan Clymo 
said: “I’ve worked for the county for 
27 years. I don’t want to strike, but I 
feel we’ve been pushed into a corner 
where we don’t have any choice.”

Megan Charlton, secretary of 
County Durham TAs activist com-
mittee, told us: “Durham TAs are 
among the lowest paid in the coun-
try - even before this pay cut.” The 

last TA meeting was organised by 
Unison but TAs commented that it 
“felt like a hostile takeover bid”. Un-
like previous meetings, which were 
organised by the TAs, Unison gave 
no time for questions from the floor. 
Also, Unison does not recognise the 
TAs’ organising committee.
Elaine Brunskill
 See longer version of this article 
at socialistparty.org.uk
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Paula Mitchell

Many people in Brit-
ain watched in 
horror as French 
authorities cleared 
the refugee camp 

in Calais, leaving hundreds, in-
cluding many children, sleeping 
rough and herded by riot police as 
the camp was destroyed around 
them. 

The refugee crisis in Europe 
is one of many examples of the 
brutal, cruel character of Theresa 
May’s Tory government and the 
profit-driven capitalist system 
they represent. 

Western governments wage 
wars, drop bombs and supply 
arms to merciless conflicts around 
the world, such as Syria, Iraq, 
Libya and Yemen. Yet when peo-
ple flee, these same governments 
turn their backs and leave people 
to rot. 

The hypocrisy won’t be lost on 
many people, that this comes at 
the same time as western inter-
vention in Mosul in Iraq could 
displace a million residents, and 
as the Tories - scandalously aided 
by over 100 Blairite Labour MPs 
- blocked a parlimentary vote to 
stop arms sales to Saudi Arabia 
that are used in Yemen. 

This couldn’t contrast more 
with the outpouring of human 
sympathy last year after the body 
of Syrian toddler Aylan Kurdi 
washed up on a beach, when an 
estimated third of the population 
did something in support of 
refugees - donating money and 
goods, signing petitions, and 
going on demonstrations. 

A million
In 2015 a million people tried to 
cross the Mediterranean, but only 
14,000 were granted asylum in 
the UK. This is dwarfed in relation 
to the number of refugees in the 
world - over 60 million, over 80% 
of which stay in extremely poor, 
war-torn countries in their home 
area. 

The right to asylum is a funda-
mental human right which must 
be defended. The use of repressive 
measures such as detention cen-
tres and brutal deportations must 
end. 

Years of austerity, forcing work-
ing class people to pay for the 
economic crisis while the super-
rich increased their wealth, have 
created the conditions for social 
revolt. Mass, united working class 
action can challenge this vicious 
government and take on the inter-
ests of the rich. Knowing this, the 
Tories set out to divide us, playing 
on the fears many working class 

tops of the economy so that the 
vast wealth that is currently held 
in the hands of the few can be 
owned, controlled and planned 
democratically. 

The fight for a socialist alterna-
tive is the fight for the future of 
humanity, so that we can bring an 
end to the wars, poverty and per-
secution that force people to flee, 
and can create a world in which 
people can move, live and work in 
decency and with dignity.

‘Socialists and the EU 
free movement debate’ 
– one of the sessions 
at Socialism 2016, see 
page 5

people have about the impact of 
immigration. 

A third of people who voted for 
Brexit in June say they did so be-
cause of immigration. But as the 
Socialist Party has explained, for 
the vast majority this vote was an 
expression of rage and rejection 
of the establishment politicians. 
Contained in the fears about im-
migration are the reality of lost 
jobs, pay and benefits, a housing 
crisis, an NHS crisis, library clo-
sures and so much more. 

So it is essential that support 
for refugees is linked to the fight 
against austerity - for homes, jobs 
and services for all. We campaign 
for a mass council house build-
ing programme, for rent controls, 
for empty speculative property to 
be taken over and used for social 
housing, for a £10 an hour mini-
mum wage, for an end to the cuts 
and privatisation in the NHS. 

Massive cuts
Councils have had massive cuts 
over the last five years, and now 
some say they have no money to 
look after refugees. The resources 
should be provided by the govern-
ment to support refugees properly 
- and we must fight to stop cuts 
and for all council services to be 
fully funded. 

The Socialist Party has cam-
paigned for Labour councils to 
refuse to make the Tories’ cuts and 
to fight to defend jobs and services 
for all instead. A bold stand, start-
ing by using reserves and borrow-
ing to buy time to build up a mass 
community and trade union cam-
paign, would defend jobs, homes 
and services. This could allow 
councils to engage their commu-
nities in democratically draw-
ing up budgets that would serve 
the needs of their boroughs and 
towns. 

Several trade union struggles 
have recently shown how the 
race to the bottom can be fought, 
bringing migrant workers into the 
unions and fighting for the rate for 
the job for all. For example, clean-
ers organised by Unite and the 
RMT, lively struggles of workers in 
small independent unions such as 
the IWGB; domestic and porter-
ing staff at Whipps Cross hospital; 
oil refinery workers at Fawley and 
many more. 

Vital to building a mass cam-
paign against Tory austerity and 
racism is the battle for a mass 
anti-austerity socialist party, a 
key part of which means organis-
ing to clear the Blairites out of the 
Labour Party. Such a party would 
cut across the risk of the far right 
capitalising on this crisis. 

A socialist government would 
nationalise the banks and the 

■My time in a detention centre
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Solidarity with refugeeS

Cecilia Fasciani
Eyewitness at Calais ‘Jungle’ camp

What is going on in Calais right 
now should be regarded as one of 
the darkest moments in the Euro-
pean Union’s history. 

10,000 people, including at least 
1,000 unaccompanied children, 
do not know what is going to hap-
pen to them. After miles and miles 
on the road, fleeing from wars and 
violence, they now see the gate of 
the European fortress closed.

Seeing that big wall made of 
barbed wire, which goes from 
the Jungle all the way through 
the port, and behind it hundreds 
of police in riot gear, was intense 
and unbelievable. Nobody knew 
where the French government 
would bring them, and when this 
would happen.

“People are going to fight here. 
We have not been walking through 
countries or crossing the Mediter-
ranean Sea on a boat just to be 
blocked here and then deported 
somewhere else, or even back to 
our countries. We are not going to 
give it up.” This was a young Kurd-
ish man.

“They say that my country is 
safe, that I can go back there. Be-
cause in their view, even if there is 
a war right now in Iraq, there are 
still zones untouched by violence.”

When I asked him about his 
family, he answered that they are 
still in their little village near Mo-
sul. “They couldn’t leave with me. 
Today they told me that there’s go-
ing to be a fight tomorrow, right in 
Mosul. I pray to Allah that they will 
all be safe.”

The European Union, with its 
510 million inhabitants, and GDP 
of £12.8 trillion, is apparently not 

able to take care of 10,000 refu-
gees. Lebanon, with six million 
inhabitants, and a GDP of £54.1 
billion, hosts approximately 1.1 
million refugees.

And here we have the Conserva-
tives MPs who called for dental 
age tests on children in the camp. 
David Davies, MP for Monmouth, 
said: “These don’t look like ‘chil-
dren’ to me. I hope British hospi-
tality is not being abused.” ‘British 
hospitality’ is an oxymoron under 
the heartless capitalists. 

Dream
A 16-year-old Afghan boy of-
fered me a cup of tea, speaking 
about his journey with very good 
English. He walked all the way 
through the Middle East and then 
Europe, but his dream was get-
ting to the UK.

“I tried to go to London, but 
they saw me. I think I will never 
try to do it again; I will stay here 
in France. The police are getting 
worse. If they catch you they beat 
you, they put their fingers into 
your eyes.

“And even if they don’t see you, 
during the night it’s hard to get to 
the port. A boy who I used to know 
died on the highway some time 
ago, knocked down by a car. He 
was just 14.”

When I arrived and started 
working, seeing all those people, 
their solidarity and their will to 
be there and help, it made me feel 
some kind of hope.

I could see another Europe over 
there. A Europe made of solidarity 
among peoples, of helping each 
other, of fighting together from the 
ground up for a better future, free 
from poverty and war. 

 � See a longer version of this 
article at socialistparty.org.uk 

Demolition of 
Calais ‘Jungle’ camp 
- eyewitness report

photo Paul Mattsson

“i waS encouraged to work - for £1 an hour”

Tamil Solidarity activist 
Nandan, who recently spent 
several weeks in a Home 
Office detention centre, 
spoke to the Socialist about 
his experience of organising 
against the exploitation of 
inmates and the campaign to 
fight for refugee rights.
I came to the UK to study in 2011. But 
in 2012 my previous political activity, 
campaigning for the rights of Tamils 
in Sri Lanka and organising students, 
caused me problems. The then Sri 
Lankan government of warmonger 
Mahinda Rajapaksa made accusa-
tions against me and the financial 
support I relied on stopped. I claimed 
asylum and changed to studying part 
time.  

Because of a lack of understanding 
and problems with translation, my 
case was refused. I appealed. Until 
then I had avoided politics in Britain, 
fearing it could cause me problems. 
But problems came anyway and so I 
started attending meetings. At a book 
launch in East Ham I met Tamil Soli-
darity. They stood out as a group be-
cause they said the only way to win 
our rights is to fight for them and be-
cause they were democratic.

I was arrested. I had committed no 

crime but I was held in custody for 
one day as there was no transport to 
take me to the detention centre. They 
said it wasn’t a prison but it felt like 
one. They said I could do whatever I 
wanted but we went through six or 
seven locked doors to get to the box I 
was locked in until 8am. 

I could have a phone - but not if it 
had a camera on it. There were books 
to read - but nothing interesting and 
definitely nothing political. I could 
have 50 minutes internet - but no ac-
cess to social media. I could watch 
news – BBC, but not Al Jazeera. 

Friends were not allowed to bring 
me food or toiletries. There was plen-
ty of food but portions were limited. I 
was so hungry. They said I could buy 
more but I had no money. They told 
me to work. Outside I was banned 
from working but inside I was en-
couraged to work - for £1 an hour. We 
could clean, garden, cook, launder, 
work in the library.

Hopeless
Initially when I was detained I felt 
hopeless - that this was the law and 
there was nothing I could do. 

But my experience helped me real-
ise that this system is not for us, that 
it’s true we have to fight for every-
thing, for our rights - not only in my 
country but here too.

While I was there I saw at least two 
people a day brought in and it made 
me think that there’s payment per de-
tainee for the private company run-
ning the place. Not only is this unjust, 
it is also profiteering.

So I started to discuss with some 
of the others about our right to earn 
the minimum wage. It was difficult 
to organise a campaign - there’s 
CCTV everywhere and if you gather 
in groups they ask what you’re talk-
ing about. So a few of us chatted with 
people during work about a strike. 

Me and the other four leading ac-
tivists in this struggle were released 
before the strike could be fully or-
ganised. But I continue to build the 
struggle for refugee rights - raising 
the demands for the right to work for 
refugees and the closure of the deten-
tion prisons.

 � The Refugees Rights Campaign 
is an umbrella organisation, involv-
ing Tamil Solidarity and others. It 
demands that refu-
gees be allowed to 
work and an end 
to deportations. 
Speakers from the 
campaign will lead 
a workshop forum 
at Socialism 2016 
(see page 5)

Tamil Solidarity march 
against detention 
centres in September 
2016 photo Senan



10 113-9 November 2016theSocialist 3-9 November 2016 theSocialist

■ Why I joined the Socialist Party

Campaigns/Party NewsCampaigns/Party News

Northern 1,077 750 144%

North West 1,094 2,100 52%

Wales 849 2,300 37%

South West 432 1,800 24%

Yorkshire 785 3,300 24%

West Midlands 598 2,600 23%

East Midlands 423 1,850 23%

Southern 285 1,600 18%

London 1,066 6,100 17%

South East 87 750 12%

Eastern 97 1,200 8%

Other 2,003 5,650 35%

TOTAL 8,802 30,000 29%

  £ received   £ target                October to December 2016               Deadline 4 January 2017

Socialist Party Fighting Fund

Donate today!
If you agree with what you read in the Socialist, consider 
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or socialistparty.org.uk/donate

“Our problems cannot be solved by capitalist politics”
Tom Costello
Lancashire Socialist Party

Capitalism is fundamentally flawed. 
The wellbeing of workers in Britain 
and across the world is being de-
stroyed through savage cuts and 
austerity. 

Imperialist states are waging war 
across the globe in the name of prof-
it, there is a severe housing crisis 
with no end in sight and all of this 
is happening on the back of a major 
financial crisis that we still haven’t 
yet ‘recovered’ from. 

These problems are capitalist 
problems. They are caused by capi-

talism and they cannot be solved by 
capitalist politics. This is because of 
the ruthless nature of this economic 
system that will always prioritise 
profit over human need. And no 
amount of reforms can solve this. 
What we need is a full transforma-
tion of society to socialism, run 
democratically by the workers and 
for the workers. 

We should not just oppose capi-
talism with words, but with action. 
We ought to be actively campaigning 
against the latest actions of the capi-
talist state, regardless of whether or 
not there are Tories or Blairites in gov-
ernment. That is why I have joined the 
Socialist Party.

Glenfield heart unit protest: “the unit didn’t save our 
hearts just so nhs enGland could break them”

Charles Wheeler
Leicester Socialist Party

“The Glenfield unit 
didn’t save our 
hearts just so NHS 
England could 
break them” said 

lifelong Glenfield patient Ria Pahwa 
speaking at the protest against the 
proposed ending of children’s heart 
surgery there.

Over 1,000 people marched 
through Leicester on 29 October. 
The people of Leicester and the 
East Midlands saved it from closure 
three years ago and are determined 
to do so again. Alongside others 
in the campaign, Socialist Party 
members played a key role in its 
organisation. 

The unit, which serves large parts 
of the east of England is under threat 
despite being on course to actually 
meet arbitrary targets set by NHS 
England. Its world-renowned Ecmo 
(Extra Corporeal Membrane Oxy-
genation) unit is also at risk. Despite 
NHS England’s protestation that it 
isn’t about money, the context is the 
Tories’ £22 billion of NHS cuts

For almost an hour before the 
march left Victoria Park, hundreds 
of protesters gathered, hearing 
speeches from Socialist Party mem-
ber Tom Barker, Leicester South 
MP and Labour’s Shadow Health 
Secretary Jon Ashworth and dedi-

cated Glenfield campaigner Shirley 
Barnes. 

By the time the march set off, the 
crowd was well into four figures, 
and filled the city’s main roads with 
noise and colour, backed by honks 
of support from traffic and applause 
from shoppers.

After a well-organised and pas-
sionate march the more than 
1,000-strong crowd gathered on Ju-
bilee Square, where more speakers 
were heard from a stage and PA pro-
vided by Unite Health.

Socialist Party member Steve 
Score, whose son is a former patient 
of the unit, led the speeches, de-
scribing Glenfield’s care as “excel-
lent”, and expressing solidarity with 
other NHS services under threat of 
cuts, particularly sending support 
to the simultaneous protest over the 
closure of Grantham A&E.

Other speakers included consult-
ant Aidan Bolger, who highlighted 
the scope and quality of care that 
would be lost should the unit close 
and lose its services to Birmingham 
or further afield.

The protesters were united be-
hind one message - Glenfield must 
be saved, and the brutal cuts to our 
NHS must be stopped.

Leicester Socialist Party sold 70 
copies of the Socialist at the protest 
and will host a public meeting on 3 
November at the Barley Mow, Gran-
by St, 7.30pm, to discuss next steps 
for the movement.

Massive demo against 
A&E closure in Grantham
Geraint Thomas
Nottingham Socialist Party

Around 6,000 people marched 
through the centre of Grantham, 
east Midlands, in defence of their 
A&E unit on 29 October. The “tem-
porary” night time closure has peo-
ple rightly up in arms as it has been 
extended already. 

The trust claims that the reasons 
for doing so are health and safety re-
lated, due to there not being enough 
doctors. 

Gary Freeman, Chair of Unison 
South Derbyshire Healthcare 
branch and health service group 
executive member, gave his support 
and solidarity to the campaign. 
He and others pointed out at the 
rally that it is hardly a coincidence 
that this decision was made with 
the so-called ‘Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans (STPs)’ 
looming in the background. STPs 
will mean more NHS cuts.

Gary called for opposition to 
all cuts and said he would be 

campaigning to support the national 
demo in March 2017 and would call 
for Unison’s health service group 
executive to support the demo.

Leaflets calling for a linking up 
of the campaigns across the coun-
try were well received and a public 

meeting is being held in Grantham 
by the Socialist Party on how to wid-
en the struggle.

‘The NHS, the trade unions 
and the fightback’ - one of 
the sessions at Socialism 
2016, see page 5

There was a lively picket line of ambulance workers outside St 
George’s hospital in Tooting, south London on 1 November. The 
GMB members are in dispute with their employer G4S (who run 
the outsourced service) because their pay and conditions are now 
inferior to other NHS workers. Scandalously, two of the union reps 
have been suspended by the company. It is apt that the first strike 
was on the very day that the trust was placed in ‘special measures’. 
Email messages of support to infoso@gmb.org.uk and post 
donations to GMB Southern Region - GMB Southern: Cooper House, 
205 Hook Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 1EA photo Rob Williams

harinGey care services face 
ruthless cuts and privatisation
Paul Kershaw
Haringey and Enfield Socialist Party

Campaigners are demanding that 
Haringey’s Labour council halts 
its programme of privatisation and 
cuts. After the cuts, the Ermine 
Road day centre will be the only 
council-run day centre for adults 
with learning disabilities left in the 
borough and the council plans to 
privatise it. 

The council leadership sing the 
praises of ‘alternative providers’ 
but are currently facing legal action 
by local government union Unison 
because a company contracted to 
provide care on behalf of the coun-
cil stands accused of paying care 
staff less than the national mini-
mum wage. This represents outra-
geous exploitation of the workforce 
and potentially undermines care to 
some of the most vulnerable people 
in the borough. 

The local Socialist Party has been 
campaigning and collecting signa-
tures calling for a halt to all privati-
sation plans. 

A Socialist Party member and 
Haringey care worker says: “Jeremy 
Corbyn has attracted enthusiastic 
support by opposing austerity and 
privatisation - people want an al-
ternative. Haringey council under-
mines this movement with ruthless 
cuts and further privatisations.”

Highest needs
Half of the current service users, 
mainly those in residential homes 
and ‘supported living’ accommo-
dation - who tend to have the high-
est needs - will lose their council 
day centre places. Staff from their 
homes will be expected to pro-
vide their day service and their ac-
cess into the community. Haringey 
council regard this as an expansion 
of day service provision!

Earlier in the year the coun-
cil leadership disciplined coun-
cillor Gideon Bull for speaking 
out (see socialistparty.org.uk/is-
sue/887/22160). It’s time for the lo-
cal Labour movement to speak out 
and stop the council leadership 
ramming through the most brutal 
austerity measures. 

Campaigners call on Greenwich 
council to oppose the Housing Act
Paul Callanan
Greenwich Socialist Party

We Won’t Move campaigners, along 
with Socialist Party and local Unite 
activists, lobbied Greenwich council 
on 27 October against the tenant tax 
‘pay to stay’ and the council’s lack of 
action in opposing the Housing Act. 
The lobby of the full council meet-
ing was also joined by local NHS 
campaigners protesting against the 
proposed privatisation of services in 
Greenwich.

Beforehand it emerged that council 
residents in the borough had received 
notices from Savills, the estate agent, 
informing them that their council 
properties were to be surveyed by 
this less than reputable firm.

‘Impact’
The campaign had applied before 
the meeting to ask questions in the 
chamber. These pushed the council 
on whether they would implement 
Labour Party policy and pause in 
carrying out the act to ‘consider the 
impact on council residents’. We 
also called on the council to follow 
the example of their counterparts in 
Islington. 

In the north London borough, 
rather than a letter threatening rent 
increases council residents received 
a letter from the council inviting 
them to a public meeting informing 
residents that they would do what 

they could to not implement aspects 
of the act.

In the chamber I asked the council 
about the letters from Savills and why 
these surveys were not being carried 
out by council staff as they were in 
the past. On this point Averil Lekau, 
the councillor responsible for hous-
ing, point blank refused to answer.

In light of the unsatisfactory writ-
ten answers we asked whether the 
council would call a meeting to ac-
tually organise opposition to the act. 
I said that a fight was needed with 
the council alongside its local resi-
dents to stop the Tories’ destruction 
of council housing. This got a big 
applause from others in the public 
gallery. 

The campaign has clearly had 
some effect. Councillors in the 

chamber were on the defensive. The 
leader of the council has written 
personally to a member of the cam-
paign asking what steps we think 
they should take. We will continue 
to fight to make the council stand 
up to the Tories and this act. 

Next year the Labour Party will 
be selecting its local election candi-
dates for 2018. We call on the move-
ment around Jeremy Corbyn to do 
everything it can to get candidates 
selected who will fight for his anti-
austerity policies. This includes op-
posing the housing act and building 
new council homes to end the hous-
ing crisis. 

‘We’re not moving - 
resisting the housing crisis’ 
- one of the sessions at 
Socialism 2016, see page 5

Glasgow School of Arts students 
“let us learn” revolt
Glasgow Socialist Students

Several hundred students boycotted 
classes and organised a mass picket 
right in the middle of an open day at 
the Glasgow School of Art (GSA) on 
27 October. They were motivated by 
anger against cuts and demanding 
more facilities to “let us learn”. 

A fire in 2014 destroyed a large 
part of the campus and manage-
ment have failed to invest and re-
spond to the reduced space for 
students effectively. Placards and 
chants highlighted that many stu-
dents are paying high fees of “£50 a 
day”. 

One student, Euan, spoke to the 
Socialist: “GSA are saying they will 
bring in 25% more students but we 
are already ‘hot-desking’, there is no 
space. We have tried every form of 
dialogue and this was the only op-
tion left, the turnout today shows 
them we are serious. We want 
change.” 

Other students explained that 
they couldn’t get access to material 
or technicians despite the college’s 
renowned reputation. 

GSA management, reflecting their 
panicked embarrassment at their 

open day being overshadowed by 
the creative protest powers of their 
own students, screamed at picket-
ers to stay off the roads in front of 
the media cameras and tried to stop 
students being interviewed. As the 
protest grew they put up steel bar-
riers around the picket, students 
responded by chanting “Glasgow 
School of Barriers!” 

Mass meetings should be called 
of the GSA student body to discuss 
and debate the next course of mass 
action. The class boycott was an im-
portant tactic that should be repeat-
ed to achieve the widest possible 
participation of students. Occupa-
tion should also be seriously con-
sidered. Building links with trade 
unions on campus is also vital. 

Socialist Students in Glasgow mo-
bilised support from the wider trade 
union movement. On the same day 
we were involved in a protest with 
Glasgow City Unison at the grand 
lavish opening of the new Glasgow 
City College campus. These strug-
gles should be brought together.

Socialist Students offers these 
ideas from our experience of par-
ticipation of student struggles and 
hopes to be part of a discussion with 
GSA students about the way for-

ward. We raised solidarity with the 
GSA protest through our links to the 
Sindicato de Estudiantes, the Span-
ish students union which organised 
a general student strike of 2 million 
the day before (see pages 14-15) and 
with the outsourcing/fees must fall 
movement in South Africa. 

GSA students should be com-
mended for organising the largest 
campus student demonstrations 
in Scotland since protests in 2011. 
What they have done should be an 
example - if a fighting lead is shown 
then students will fight to improve 
their conditions.

Yorkshire Socialist Students
Students from six universities and a 
sixth-form college attended the York-
shire regional conference of Socialist 
Students at Leeds Beckett University 
22 October. Claire Laker-Mansfield, 
Socialist Students national organiser, 
introduced the main discussion looking 
at struggles around the world, before 
workshops covering topics such as 
‘who was Leon Trotsky?’ Conference 
discussed plans for building for the 19 
November National Union of Students 
(NUS) demo and strengthening Social-
ist Students across Yorkshire.

Housing and NHS 
campaigners unite to 
lobby Greenwich council 
photo Paul Callanan

Demo to save Glenfield 
heart unit photo Steve Score

Thousands march 
in Grantham photo 
Jean Thorpe



12
Will Workers on company boards 
make bosses accountable?
Bill Mullins

In her Tory party conference 
speech on 5 October, Theresa 
May sought to reposition the 
‘nasty party’ more to the cen-
tre and away from the legacy of 

Thatcher. 
Claiming the Tories to be the 

“party of workers”, May said there 
will be consumers and workers rep-
resented on company boards, while 
employment rights will be protected 
and enhanced.

Given that the Tories have intro-
duced more anti-trade union laws 
since they won the 2015 general 
election these ‘promises’ look high-
ly unlikely to say the least.

The reference to workers’ repre-
sentatives on company boards also 
has many dangers.

The bosses have from time to time 
played with this idea - not to give 
more say to their workers but to try 
and ensnare the workforce. The idea 
is to make workers responsible for 
the state of the company, without 
giving them any real say.

The Tories recognise that the 
growing discontent of the mass of 
working people with the way the 
economy is developing - not for 
them but for the small super-rich 
minority - is leading to a ground-

swell of opposition to their rule. 
This has manifested itself around 

the Corbyn movement in the politi-
cal sphere, but in the future it will 
begin to also develop in opposition 
to the bosses in the workplace (see 
The Gig Economy, Socialism Today, 
October 2016).

The idea that workers’ represent-
atives on the boards of companies 
will make any difference is a com-
plete myth. The only real way that 
workers will have an effective say in 
what is going on is through strong 
trade union organisation.

Jeremy Corbyn recognised this 
in his Labour conference speech: 
“We will strengthen working peo-
ple’s representation at work and the 
ability of trade unions to organise 
so that working people have a real 
voice at work.” 

In the 1970s, when trade union 
membership was twice the size it is 
now (13 million peak in 1979 com-
pared to today’s 6.5 million), the 
capitalist class was desperate to 
curtail the strength of the unions at 
work. One idea they came up with 
was also having workers’ represent-
atives on the management boards of 
the big companies.

The 1977 Bullock report (named 
after Lord Bullock, the chairman 
of the committee charged by the 
Labour government to introduce 
so-called ‘workers’ democracy’) 
proposed a system of a single tier 
company board made up of share-
holders and union members with 
equal representation and another 
third chosen by the first two parts 
(the so called 2 X+Y group).

Militant, forerunner of the Social-
ist, explained that this was an at-
tempt to “marry the irreconcilable 
interests of the capitalist class and 
the working class”.

As long as the economy is in pri-

vate ownership and subject to the 
periodic crises of capitalism, then 
the system proposed by Bullock 
(backed up by the trade union lead-
ers on the committee) would mean 
the workers and their trade unions 
taking responsibility for carrying 
through mass sackings and plant 
closures to make the companies 
profitable against their competitors!

This was the system developed 
in Germany in the post-war period 
known as ‘co-determination’ - with 
workers on supervisory boards 
but with no right to strike, rubber 
stamping the business decisions of 
the directors.

One worker representative after 
experiencing this process said what 
they wanted instead was “a shop 

stewards system similar to the one 
in Britain”.

In the 1970s at British Leyland (the 
former UK car manufacturer) the 
commercial crisis in the company 
led to the independence of the shop 
stewards committees being under-
mined by what was called a “partici-
pation committees system” (see On 
The Track for details - ad right).

Only strong trade union organisa-
tion in the workplace, not the myth 
of workers on the boards of big 
companies, is effective in improving 
workers’ pay and conditions. Real 
workers’ management can only be 
achieved by implementing socialist 
policies - nationalising major indus-
try under democratic workers’ con-
trol and management.

Tory Home Secretary Amber Rudd has ruled 
out an inquiry into the violent police assault 
on striking miners picketing Orgreave coking 
plant, South Yorkshire, in June 1984. 

Rudd - clearly seeking to protect from ex-
posure the political establishment’s role 
in conspiring to break the miners’ strike 
(1984-85) - justified blocking an inquiry on 
the grounds that “ultimately there were no 
deaths or wrongful convictions”.

The fact that there were no deaths given the 
repeated baton charges by mounted police 
was purely fortuitous. Nonetheless, hundreds 
of miners were seriously injured on that day. 
That alone should merit an inquiry. 

Moreover, there were no “wrongful con-
victions” only because 95 miners facing 
charges of unlawful assembly had their cases 
dropped after six weeks on trial because po-

lice evidence was deemed ‘unreliable’. 
Last year - despite evidence of assaulting 

striking miners and subsequently perverting 
the course of justice and committing perjury - 
the so-called Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) said it would not pursue 
a criminal investigation into the actions of 
South Yorkshire police on that day “because 
of the passage of time”.

The Orgreave Truth and Justice Campaign 
has long campaigned for a full and independ-
ent public inquiry into the ‘Battle of Orgreave’, 
which would include looking into whether 
the “actions of the police at Orgreave were in-
fluenced by political pressure from within the 
highest ranks of the government of the day.”

The battle for truth and justice over the 
miners’ strike will continue.
Dave Carr

Battle of Orgreave: Establishment cover up continues

On The Track  
An account of trade union struggles at 
British Leyland in the turbulent 1970s, 
by Bill Mullins (shop steward for 12 
years) 
£6 including postage. Available from 
Left Books, www.leftbooks.co.uk

A Civil War Without 
Guns: 
The Lessons of the 1984-85 
Miners' Strike by Ken Smith
£8 including postage
Available from Left Books. 
www.leftbooks.co.uk

An attempt to “marry the 
irreconcilable interests of 
the capitalist class and 
the working class”.

Only strong trade union organisation is effective in 
improving workers’ pay and conditions photo Paul Mattsson

Clive Heemskerk
Socialist Party executive committee

The saga of the on-off-and-
on again trade agree-
ment between Canada 
and the European Union 
(EU) holds important les-

sons for how Jeremy Corbyn and 
his supporters could use the Brexit 
negotiations to build a European-
wide workers’ opposition to the EU 
bosses’ club.

The Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
between Canada and the EU has 
now been signed, at a hastily 
re-arranged ceremony for the 
Canadian premier, Justin Trudeau. 
But this was only possible after the 
federal government of Belgium, the 
only EU member state yet to approve 
CETA, was forced to agree a last-
minute four-page ‘interpretation’ 
of the treaty with the country’s 
regional parliaments.  

Opposition to CETA had come in 
particular from the self-governing 
parliament of Wallonia, with a gov-
ernment coalition led by the Social-
ist Party (PS), one of Labour’s sister 
parties in the European parliament.  

Belatedly reflecting workers’ 
concerns, the PS Wallonia premier 
Paul Magnette criticised the CETA 
‘Investor-State Dispute Settlement’ 
plan which will allow corporations 

to sue states for losses if their busi-
ness interests were ‘infringed’ by 
government action.  

Like the proposed EU Transat-
lantic Trade and Investment Part-
nership (TTIP) with the US, CETA 
threatens consumer safety, envi-
ronmental protections and workers’ 
rights, and generally enhances the 
power of big business over demo-
cratically-elected governments.

In the event the Walloon govern-
ment backed down for what are 
minor concessions, with Belgium 
now able to seek a European Court 
of Justice ruling on whether the new 
investor courts system is compatible 
with EU law. But the fact that nego-
tiations inaugurated in 2004 came 
so close to being derailed is very sig-
nificant for the Brexit debate.

No unity 
The first lesson is that the capitalist 
politicians of the different EU mem-
ber states are not united, reflecting 
the character of the EU as, at bot-
tom, a series of agreements between 
the competing national capitalist 
classes of Europe. 

The EU Commission is approach-
ing the coming Brexit negotiations 
with the intention of ‘punishing 
Britain’, as ‘an example to others’. 
In reality, however, there will be no 
such thing as ‘an EU position’ but 
the different positions of 27 capital-
ist nation states - and the working 

class in each of those states.  
In times of economic growth it 

has been possible to achieve uni-
ty among the ‘capitalist thieves’. 
But smoothing over the problems 
caused when one or another section 
of the capitalist class in a particular 
country have not had their interests 
met in treaty negotiations, is more 
difficult in an era of stagnation. 

The Wallonia government 
especially objected to the impact 
of CETA on Belgian farmers. 
Such disputes will be as nothing 
compared to the inter-capitalist 
divisions that will emerge in the 
Brexit negotiations.

More important, however, is how 
the saga shows that the capitalist 
politicians are also subject to the 
pressure of the working class, with 
their interests against austerity, pri-
vatisation and the neoliberal poli-
cies of the EU. 

The Wallonia PS had to at least 
appear to make a ‘left’ stand against 
CETA because, as the Guardian 
noted (29 October), it was “under 
pressure” from the left-wing 
Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB/
PvdA), “which is making inroads 
into Wallonia, a region of above-
average unemployment”. 

The PTB broke through into the 
Walloon parliament in May 2014, 
but it only has two seats out of 75. 
Imagine then the impact Labour 
under Jeremy Corbyn could have on 

EU debates!
It is the working class, with no 

permanent interest in capitalism, 
which has the greatest possibility of 
reaching a common position - on 
socialist terms for trade arrange-
ments with Canada or on Brexit - if 
a bold lead is given.

A Labour Party thoroughly trans-
formed into a socialist, anti-aus-
terity workers’ party, committed to 
democratic public ownership of the 
economy and defiance of the pro-
market, anti-worker and austerity-
driving EU institutions, could play 
a pivotal role in building such unity.

Socialist alliance?
After the recent EU summit Jeremy 
Corbyn was reported to be “invit-
ing left-wing leaders from across 
Europe to an alternative meeting on 
Brexit in London” (the Guardian, 21 
October).

A bold stand by Corbyn against 
the anti-working class treaties and 
policies of the EU would electrify 
the debate across Europe. 

CETA has only been signed into 
force on a temporary basis, subject 
to final approval by 38 national and 
regional assemblies. 

Why not propose its scrapping 
as a negotiation ‘red line’ for a new 
relationship with the EU? And the 
abandonment of TTIP talks with 
the US, the end of the austerity-
driving European Fiscal Compact, 

the write-off of the Eurozone debts, 
etc?  

But who could Jeremy appeal to in 
order to fight for such a programme? 
The Belgian PS, which ultimately 
went along with CETA, or the PTB? 
The Irish Anti Austerity Alliance-
Socialist Party TDs (members of the 
Irish parliament) being persecuted 
for opposing water charges, or their 
persecutors, the Irish Labour Party, 
who faithfully implemented the 
EU’s austerity dictates?

The battle over CETA shows how 
the Brexit negotiations could be 
used to build a fighting socialist al-
liance on a continental scale, a vi-
tal preparation for creating a new, 
socialist, Europe. The opportunity 
must be seized.

 � ‘Were socialists right to say no 
to the EU?’ - one of the sessions at 
Socialism 2016, see page 5

EU-Canada tradE dEal 
battlE points to Corbyn’s 
brExit opportUnity

The saga shows 
that the capitalist 
politicians are also 
subject to the pressure 
of the working class
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International International

social peace that had existed and 
paved the way for a new phase in 
the fight against austerity and the 
capitalist system which demands it. 

And this determination to fight 
will not stop at the borders of Spain. 
Around the world, on the basis of 
capitalism, the next generation fac-
es a bleak future.

Some of the biggest cheers at 
the rallies in Madrid came when 
speakers raised the need for social-
ist change. That is a foretaste of the 
huge movements that are to come, 
movements that will fight for an end 
to the rotten capitalist system and 
fight for a socialist society in the in-
terests of the 99%. 

The international solidarity that 
was organised by socialists and 
trade unionists around the world 
played a big part in boosting the 
confidence and determination of 
students and workers. 

On the demonstration, I was 
able to mention only a small num-
ber the solidarity actions that had 
been organised by the Committee 
for a Workers’ International (CWI). 
But every example I gave generated 
huge cheers. 

The action organised by the CWI 
in Hong Kong - in which Spain’s 
consul general physically assaulted 
and attacked a protester - served 
to demonstrate the establishment’s 
fear of movements like these, as well 
as the dangerous conditions which 
socialists work in in many parts of 
the world. 

This action made a par-
ticular impression and 
has since been report-
ed in two major na-
tional newspapers in 
Spain. But it was also 
the scale and scope of 
the solidarity effort 
which helped buoy 
people. There were pro-
tests in more than 20 
countries worldwide.

The strike that took 
place on 26 October has 
given workers and young 
people in Spain a fresh taste of 
struggle. It has broken any fragile 

repeatedly chanted was ‘traitors’. 
They were referring to the rotten 
capitulation of the so-called Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) 
leaders. A majority of PSOE MPs 
abstained in a parliamentary vote to 
elect the prime minister.

The result of this abstention was 
to hand power to the right-wing PP, 
despite their failure to win a major-
ity in the election. So on 26 October, 
the anger at this impending historic 
betrayal was enormous.

Anger
More mass protests have taken 
place opposing the formation of an 
unelected PP government. The ES 
has declared that, unless the gov-
ernment meets its demands, in par-
ticular by scrapping the ‘revalidas’, a 
further student strike will take place 
in November. Given the anger that is 
boiling over, there is every possibil-
ity that this could be as big, or even 
bigger, than the first one. 

Throughout the day, the leaders 
of the ES, including Ana Garcia the 
general secretary, were interviewed 
by the main television channels, 
newspapers and other media. Ana 
was able to express the intense anger 
and determination of her members.

This stood in contrast to the lead-
ers of the major trade unions. But 
Ana was also able to raise the need 
for a generalised fightback - helping 
to apply pressure to the tops of the 
trade unions to do their jobs. 

ers strike in Madrid was not due to 
a lack of anger or willingness to take 
action among education workers. 
Instead, it was the fear by the trade 
union leaders of what might be un-
leashed. So, like in Britain, the right-
wing trade union leaderships are at-
tempting to block the development 
of mass struggle.

Parents
But despite the inadequacies of the 
trade union leaders, tens of thou-
sands of workers joined the dem-
onstration that had been called in 
Madrid that evening. One of the fac-
tors in the huge success of the strike 
was the support of the national par-
ents association (CEAPA). As well 
as taking part and jointly calling the 
evening march, CEAPA also helped 
organise for thousands of parents to 
keep their young children off school 
during the strike day. 

This was the first action of its scale 
for a number of years. And it broke 
the dam, setting loose the enormous 
discontent and anger which exists 
within Spanish society. Just a few 
days later a mass protest took place 
in Madrid against the formation of 
the right-wing Partido Popular (PP) 
government.

One word that protesters 

unemployment currently stands 
at a staggeringly high 45%. So the 
student strike was also, in part, a 
protest against the dire prospects 
young people are faced with and 
the doors that are being slammed in 
their faces.

As well as demanding an end to 
the Francoist ‘revalidas’, the strike 
was also against the ‘LOMCE’ - a 
government decree which includes 
swingeing cuts to education.

One of the chants which rang out 
most often was ‘Si Se Puede’ - yes we 
can. This was the slogan used by the 
anti-eviction housing movement 
that has swept Spain. It showed the 
way the school students taking part 
in the strike saw themselves as par-
ticipants in an overall movement 
against austerity and its effects. 

One of the warmest receptions 
for speakers addressing the crowd 
was for a striking Coca-Cola worker. 
“Workers and students unite” was 
repeatedly chanted as the march 
went on.

In Madrid, teachers were also 
on strike that day. Their trade un-
ions had supported and called for a 
demonstration to take place in the 
evening. But this was not repeated 
elsewhere.

The isolated nature of the teach-

joy and optimism. There was re-
newed confidence that austerity was 
not just a fact of life, that it could be 
fought and defeated.

The strike’s most prominent de-
mand was to abolish the ‘revalidas’ 
that are being introduced by the 
government. These first existed un-
der the dictator General Franco and 
are a series of compulsory exams 
that students are forced to take at 
different stages of their schooling.

Lowering expectations
Under the plans, students who fail to 
pass the tests will be prevented from 
progressing to the next stage in their 
academic study. What’s more, quali-
fications they have already obtained 
will not be valid. 

If rolled out in the way the 
government intends, these exams 
will prevent thousands of students, 
especially those from working 
class backgrounds, from accessing 
university. Worse still, thousands 
more could be forced to leave 
education early, with almost no 
formal qualifications. In reality, the 
intention is to brand young people 
as ‘failures’ and to lower their sights 
and expectations. 

But it is capitalism that is 
the real failure. Spanish youth 

It was not just in Madrid where thousands of 
students joined protests. These are a few ex-
amples of the fantastic protests that took place 
all over the Spanish state. 

In the Basque country, more than 10,000 
marched in Bilbao, 5,000 in Donostia and thou-
sands more in Vitoria/Gasteiz and Iruña. 

In Catalonia, more than 50,000 filled the streets 
of Barcelona, with thousands more in Tarragona 
and Girona and dozens of other towns. Almost 
10,000 marched in Valencia, with thousands 
more in Alicante. In Galicia: 5,000 in A Coruña, 
3,000 in Ferrol and thousands more in other 
towns. 5,000 in Zaragoza. 

In Andalucia it was spectacular: 15,000 in 
Granada, 10,000 in Sevilla, 7,000 in Malaga, 2,000 
in Cadiz and over 1,000 in Almeria and Huelva… 
Thousands also marched in Extremadura, the 
Canary Islands, and the Balearic Islands, in 
Murcia, Castilla y León, Castilla La Mancha, and 
Cantabria.

Mass student strike rocks spanish state

Further mass action planned to pressure PP government

A tidal wave of protest swept through the streets and squares 
of Spain on 26 October. Two million, mainly school students, 
took part in a strike organised by Sindicato de Estudiantes (ES 
- students union). Claire Laker-Mansfield, national organiser 
of Socialist Students (England and Wales), was invited to 
participate by Izquierda Revolucionaria which plays a leading 
role in ES. Here is her report.

The strike was solid - with 
over 90% participation. 
But students did not sim-
ply stay at home. More 
than 200,000 young peo-

ple joined the demonstrations that 
had been organised in over 60 towns 
and cities. This was a mighty day of 
resistance. 

In Madrid alone, 60,000 students 
swept through the streets. The mood 
on the protest was an infectious mix 
of anger, determination and em-
powerment. For thousands of those 
taking part, this was their first major 
demonstration - a first experience of 
taking collective action.

So, as well as anger, there was also 

Crisis in Spain, Podemos, socialist struggle, with Barbara Areal from Izquierda Revolucionaria (IR), Spain, 
one of the sessions at Socialism 2016 AND Juan Ignacio Ramos, IR general secretary and activist against 
austerity and capitalism, will speak on the platform of the Saturday rally > see page 5

ES general secretary Ana Garcia (left) and Socialist Students national 
organiser Claire Laker-Mansfield (centre) speak to the media photo ES

Spanish students showed solidarity with water 
charges protesters on trial in Ireland photo ES

photo ES

International solidarity protests

Public services 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and 
run them under accountable, 
democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers 
and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs – free at the 
point of use and under democratic 
control. Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building 
programme of publicly owned 
housing, on an environmentally 
sustainable basis, to provide good 
quality homes with low rents. 

Work and income
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For 
an annual increase in the minimum 
wage linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union 
laws! For fighting trade unions, 
democratically controlled by their 
members.  Full-time union officials to 
be regularly elected and receive no 
more than a worker’s wage. Support 
the National Shop Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

environment
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-
recycled waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low-fare, 
publicly owned transport system, 
as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

rights
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, gender, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

mass Workers’ Party 
 �For a mass workers’ party drawing 

together workers, young people 
and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties.

socialism and 
internationalism

 �No to imperialist wars and 
occupations. 

 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 
government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that 
dominate the British economy, and 
run them under democratic working 
class control and management. 
Compensation to be paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal 
European Union! For a socialist 
Europe and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. the organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

Our demands include:
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A Unite organiser

It’s the national demo that li-
brary and museum campaign-
ers have been demanding for 
years - and on 5 November 
trade unions and community 

campaigns from across the country 
will finally march together, united 
in our demand to save our libraries 
and museums. 

Hundreds of libraries and many 
museums have closed nationwide 
since the 2010 Tory-Lib Dem 
coalition government. But there are 
magnificent community campaigns 
taking place in towns and cities 
fighting the cuts and closures. 
What’s been missing is a trade 
union-led movement that brings 
campaigners together as part of a 
national mobilisation. 

Museum and gallery workers 
play a vital role, yet they face low 
pay, cuts to funding, attacks on job 
contracts and pensions, as well as 
privatisation. 

Local authorities have closed and 
privatised libraries - in some cases 
keeping them open using volun-
teers instead of paid, professional 
staff. 

But there has been a fightback, 
with significant victories along the 
way. Strike action and campaign-
ing at the National Gallery, Tate, 
National Museums Scotland and 
National Museums Wales show the 
potential to win. 

The long running campaign in 
Bromley, south east London, shows 
what can be done against a Tory 
majority council, where the inten-
tion is to privatise the whole library 
service. 

First, the campaign won the PR 
battle when over 80% of respondents 
to the council’s own consultation 
exercise rejected privatisation. 

Then the campaign won a victory 
when a proposal to replace staff 
with volunteers was scrapped 
after the volunteer organisation 
dropped out due to pressure from 
the campaign. 

The hat-trick of humiliation for 
the council came when the Tories 
running neighbouring Bexley coun-
cil decided that Bromley was toxic 
and dropped out of the joint priva-
tisation tendering project for the li-
brary service. 

In Greenwich, victorious cam-
paigns led by Socialist Party mem-
bers in key union positions have 
protected staff pay, conditions, 
stopped library closures and halted 
casualisation, while winning per-
manent jobs. 

The campaign is now fighting to 
preserve a library service for schools 
after the Labour council scrapped 
the mobile library service, which is-
sued 30,000 books to children each 
year. 

There is no time to lose - our cul-
tural services are under the gravest 
threat ever. 

This march will be a big step 
toward uniting those fantastic 
local campaigns into a national 
movement to save our museums 
and libraries.

Fight the ‘burning’ oF our 
museums and libraries!

Remember, remember the 5th of November… 

Since 2010:
• 8,000 paid and trained library 

jobs axed 
• 343 libraries (600-plus including 

ones handed to volunteers) 
closed

• One in five regional museums at 
least partially closed

• Libraries’ and museums’ 
opening hours cut 

• Budgets, education programmes 
and mobile/housebound/
specialist services slashed 

• An escalation in 
commercialisation and 
privatisation 

• A 93% increase in the use of 
volunteers in libraries 

• Income generation become 
the priority for almost 80% of 
museums

National libraries 
museums & galleries 
demonstration
Called by Unite, PCS and 
Barnet Unison

Saturday 5 November

Assemble: 12noon at British 
Library, 96 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2DB - 

March to rally outside 
National Gallery, Trafalgar 
Square, WC2N 5DN

photo Paul Mattsson
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