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he Tory plan

to privatise the

NHS via the back
door has given way to
smashing in via the main

entrance.

Their next attack is NHS England’s
shadowy ‘sustainability and trans-
formation plans’ (STPs). Under these
ruthless schemes, the government aims
to make a further £22 billion of NHS
cuts by 2020, with dire consequences for
patient care.

If you haven’t heard of these proposals
- don’t be too hard on yourself. Despite
their huge impact, a survey of 310 mem-
bers of doctors’ union BMA revealed a
third had never heard of STPs.

Meanwhile, the NHS is still suffering
from the hammer blows inflicted over
30 years by successive Tory and Labour
governments.

The Guardian recently reported that
seriously ill children were having to be
transported long distances in order to re-
ceive intensive care. This included Lon-
don where all the beds for paediatric in-
tensive care across seven hospitals were
full to capacity.

The number of patients waiting for
over an hour for an ambulance to arrive
has almost tripled over the last two years.
And the nightmare isn’t necessarily over
once the ambulance turns up, as many
patients have to wait for hours in the am-
bulance for beds to become available.

Undoubtedly this callous Tory govern-
ment hopes the severity of the cuts will
turn people against the NHS, making
handing it to their big business friends
seem the only option available. However,
even with all its current problems, the
NHS remains incredibly popular.

People understand that every local at-
tack needs to be fought. Campaigns to
save local services are springing up in
towns and cities across Britain.

In Leicester, tens of thousands have
signed a petition to save the Glenfield

heart unit. Huddersfield’s campaign to
save its A&E organised a huge demo
earlier this year. A campaign in North
Tyneside against proposals to close walk-
in centres is about to mushroom.

These local campaigns will be a spring-
board for the national ‘It's Our NHS’
demo on 4 March 2017 in London. Now
is the time to fight and fight again!
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What we think

n recent weeks the strategy of the pro-capitalist

Blairites - to surround Jeremy Corbyn and gradually

strangle him - has clearly been stepped up. Unfor-

tunately, the response of Jeremy Corbyn and John

McDonnell to this has been to retreat in the face of
the onslaught. There is now a real danger that the pos-
sibility of creating a democratic, socialist Labour Party
is squandered by conciliation with the right. It is vitally
urgent that no more concessions are made and that a
clear campaign is launched to consolidate the landslide
victory that Jeremy won back in September.

One of the terms that has been banned as ‘abusive’
by the Labour Party NEC is ‘Blairite’. Yet surely this is a
fair description of the overwhelming majority of the Par-
liamentary Labour Party who voted en masse against the
motion demanding Blair be held to account for ‘mislead-
ing’ parliament in the run up to the Iraq war.

It was a mistake for Jeremy Corbyn, a leading figure in
the mass movement that opposed the Iraq war, to bow to
the pressure of right-wing Labour MPs by not taking part
in the vote. Only five Labour MPs dared to vote for Blair
to be held to account. Jeremy Corbyn was elected by hun-
dreds of thousands of people who want to see Labour
transformed into an anti-austerity, anti-war party. Yet the
pro-austerity warmongers are still running the show!

This is also true at local level. Labour councils
are currently discussing implementing further huge
austerity. Most recently Newham Labour council has
announced plans to tear up its workers’ contracts,
sacking them and then re-employing them on worse
terms and conditions (see page 5). Doing so would take
£1.8 million out of the pockets of Newham’s workforce.
Yet the council has £161 million in its general reserves!
Correctly Unite is organising a campaign to stop these
savage cuts, but Jeremy and John need to make clear
that they support Unite’s campaign.

Savage cuts

If this isn’t done the right will claim that there is unani-
mous support for these kinds of savage cuts. For exam-
ple, one of the Labour National Executive Committee’s
(NEC) councillors’ representatives, Alice Perry, claimed
that at the November NEC Corbyn supporter Rebecca
Long-Bailey MP praised Labour councils and rejected
calls for councils to set ‘illegal budgets’. This is a red her-
ring - the issue is not ‘illegal’ budgets but the setting of
no-cuts budgets that refuse to implement any more mis-
ery on council workers or destroy any more vital services.
It is urgent that the left leadership of Labour make clear
that they do not support the further savaging of council
jobs and services by Labour councils.

An essential part of transforming Labour into an anti-
austerity party is the campaign for the party to be democ-
ratised; including fighting for mandatory re-selection of
MPs, restoration of trade union rights, and re-admitting
expelled socialists.

Printed here is the correspondence that has so far
taken place between lan McNicol, general secretary of
the Labour Party, and Hannah Sell, deputy general secre-
tary of the Socialist Party. Hannah is writing on behalf of
75 people demanding readmission to the Labour Party
having previously been expelled or excluded because of
their socialist ideas.

lain
McNicol
has
presided
over the
exclusions
of tens of
thousands
of Labour
Party
members
to stop
Corbyn’s
reelection
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Unsurprisingly, lain McNicol has not responded posi-
tively to the application. As Labour’s general secretary,
he has presided over the exclusions of many tens of
thousands of Labour Party members during the attempt-
ed coup against Corbyn, in a vain attempt to try and stop
his re-election. However, the decision is not McNicol’s to
take. We urge all socialists and trade unionists who want
to see Labour transformed into an anti-austerity party to
support the campaign for the next meeting of Labour’s
NEC to agree to readmit these and other expelled social-
ists (see socialistparty.org.uk/main/readmit_expelled_
socialists).

The 75’s application also asks the Labour Party NEC
to look favourably on requests for affiliation from social-
ist organisations. This could form a vital part of the trans-
formation of Labour into a democratic, socialist party
that brings together all those forces that want to fight
austerity. The affiliation of the Co-operative Party dem-
onstrates that, even under the current undemocratic La-

bour Party constitution, there is no impediment to social-
ist organisations affiliating; other than the desperation
of Labour’s right wing to prevent it taking place.

Tom Watson, deputy leader of the Labour Party, was
reported as making that absolutely clear at the recent
Labour First conference, by declaring: “Trotskyist entry-
ists tried to ruin Labour 30 years ago, | won't let 75 back
in to ruin Labour again.” If the ideas of Tom Watson - who
said at Labour’s conference that “capitalism is not the
problem!” - dominate Labour, it will be ruined.

Even Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of England,
has warned that ‘people are becoming disillusioned with
capitalism’ and will seek alternatives. No wonder! For the
majority it means falling living standards and increasing
insecurity. A democratic socialist Labour Party would be
able to win mass popular support for a clear anti-auster-
ity programme. However, achieving this means standing
up to the pro-capitalist wing of the Labour Party, who are
determined to crush the movement around Corbyn.
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B Conference to debate TUSC’s role
and the 2017 elections

The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) is
holding a conference in January to discuss how TUSC
should operate in the new political situation opened
up by Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership of the Labour Party,
including the issue of the 2017 local elections.

The current position of TUSC remains as it has been
since Jeremy’s first leadership election victory in Sep-
tember 2015 - not to field candidates in local elections
against Labour councillors who vote against cuts.
Politicians who support austerity, however, are an-
other matter, whatever party they are in. But should
that now be reviewed?

There will also be a conference session on TUSC’s
campaigning tasks in the battle against council cuts,
as local authorities prepare to set their 2017-2018
budgets by the end of March. And individual members
of TUSC who are not members of a TUSC constituent
organisation will be electing their representatives on
the TUSC national committee.

The conference is on Saturday 28th January from
11am to 4-30pm at Student Central, Malet Street,
London WC1E 7HY.

.\ Editorial
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Dear lain,

Enclosed you will find a joint application to the Labour Party NEC for membership of the Labour Party. It is from 75
people, all of whom have previously been expelled or excluded from the Labour Party because of our socialist ideas.
Among the 75 are members of the Militant Editorial Board, including Peter Taaffe, now general secretary of the Socialist
Party; Tony Mulhearn, one of the leaders of the struggle of Liverpool City Council in the 1980s; and Dave Nellist, previ-
ously Labour MP for Coventry South East. We are socialists, trade unionists, community activists and young people.
Between us we have over 1,000 years of Labour Party membership.

Because many of us who found ourselves outside the Labour Party rightly continued the struggle for socialism
though membership of other organisations, we know that our applications for re-admittance will be denounced by the
establishment media as ‘left wing infiltration’. However, we have no wish to hide our background, hence this collective
application for membership.

As our application explains, in our view the election of Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader represents an opportunity for
the Labour Party to be rebuilt as a clearly anti-austerity socialist party, with an open and democratic structure. We want
to play our part in that struggle and urge the NEC to aid this process by admitting us, and others who have been simi-

larly expelled or excluded, into membership and also by deciding favourably on requests for affiliation from any socialist
organisation that so applies.

Yours comradely,
Hannah Sell

Socialist Party deputy general secretary and Labour Party member 1985 -1991, Labour Party NEC 1988-89.

Dear Ms Sell,

Thank you for your letter.

If individuals wish to join the Labour Party they can do so by using the ‘join’ function on the Labour Party website. In
the case of individuals who have previously been expelled from the Labour Party, they must write individually to the NEC
requesting that their membership application be considered. They can do so by writing by post to me at the address
above and the NEC will consider those membership applications in due course and in the normal manner for all of
those who have previously been expelled.

| should add that the Labour Party’s rules do not allow members of other political parties to join the Labour Party. Spe-
cifically, “Political organisations not affiliated or associated under a national agreement with the Party, having their own
programme, principles and policy, or distinctive and separate propaganda, or possessing branches in the constituen-
cies, or engaged in the promotion of Parliamentary or local government candidates, or having allegiance to any political
organisation situated abroad, shall be ineligible for affiliation to the party.”

Yours sincerely,

lain McNicol

Dear Mr McNicol, . o '
Thank you for your reply. We understand that it is not appropriate for individuals who have previously been expelled
to apply via the ‘join’ function on the Labour Party website and that instead we should apply to the NEC. That is what we

have done. Can you please assure us that our application will be passed onto the NEC for their con3|d¢rat|on?

You also refer to the Labour Party rule which states that “political organisations not affiliated or associated under
a national agreement with the Party, having their own programme, principles and policy, or distinctive and separate
propaganda, or possessing branches in the constituencies, or engaged_ in the promotion of Parliamentary or Iog:_al gov-
ernment candidates, or having allegiance to any political organisation situated abroad, shall be ineligible for affiliation to
the Party.”

| assrLtJyme you are raising this because some of us are members of the Socialist Party, which we have not sought to
hide. Clearly, it is possible for members of other political parties to join the Labour Party. That is the case with the Co-
operative Party, for example. The Co-operative Party has an electoral agreement WI"th Labour but cllearly has its own
“programme, principles and policy” and possesses “branches in the constituencies”. On their website they state: The
Co-operative Party is an independent party. It maintains its own membership, staff, national executive committee (NEC)
and policy platform, all of which are independent of Labours.” However, members of the Co-operative Party can also
be members of the Labour Party. Again, on their website they state: “Our electoral agreement means that an exception
is made for those who wish to be a member of both the Co-operative Party and the Labour Party. This is by no means
required though, and many of our members choose solely to be C_o—operative Party members.” In ord_er to strengthen
the anti-austerity movement we would like to enter a discussion with the NEC about how other socialist organisations,
including the Socialist Party, could come to a similar arrangement. It is in this spirit that our joint application has been
submitted and we hope it will be considered accordingly.
| look forward to hearing from you.
Hannah Sell

Dear Hannah
Thank you for your letter.
As we explained before, we cannot accept joint applications for membership. Any application must be individual and
fulfil the requirements for membership set out in the rule book.
We will not entertain membership applications from members of another political party. If members of the Socialist
IIi’ak;ty apFE)I3r/Tto join the Labour Party these applications will be rejected in line with the normal procedures and rules of the
abour Party.
Our agreement with the Co-operative Party is a historic link with a sister party agreed and endorsed by our Annual
Conference.
Yours sincerely
lain McNicol
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Tory Zac Goldsmith is out -
but a Lib Dem in his place
is hardly an improvement
photo Policy Exchange/
Creative Commons
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Chris Newby
Socialist Party London

Zac Goldsmith’s humiliating defeat
in the Richmond Park byelection was
equally a defeat for Theresa May and
the Tories. Her already weak govern-
ment has seen its majority cut to 13.

Goldsmith stood down as a Tory
MP following the government’s
decision to back a third runway at
Heathrow. Although Goldsmith was
nominally standing as an independ-
ent, the Tories didn’t stand a candi-
date against him.

He was clearly still seen as a Tory,
and specifically an anti-EU Tory.
The Lib Dem Sarah Olney, seen as
the main Remain candidate, man-
aged to overturn a 23,015-vote ma-
jority to win the seat.

Much as Goldsmith tried to make
this a referendum on the third run-
way at Heathrow, it was clearly
largely a vote against Brexit.

Richmond upon Thames, the
borough which covers most of the
constituency, has the second-high-
est average income in London. Part
of Kingston upon Thames, in the
top third, makes up the rest. 69%
of Richmond Park voters backed
Remain.

Goldsmith will also have had a
certain amount of payback for his
extremely racist campaign in this
year’s London mayoral election.

The Green Party did not contest
the seat in favour of the Lib Dems.
The Greens claim to be anti-auster-
ity, yet are prepared to back a party
that spent five years in coalition with

Tories carrying through brutal cuts.

Worse still, some Labour MPs
called for the Labour Party not to
stand. This included Clive Lewis, a
leading figure in pro-Corbyn cam-
paign group Momentum.

Jeremy Corbyn’s critics will use
the fact Labour lost its deposit due
to low votes as another chance to
attack his anti-austerity leadership.
But this is home ground for the To-
ries and Liberals.

What was lacking was
a candidate who could
put forward a socialist
alternative to EU, Tory
and Liberal austerity

And for working class voters and
new Labour members in the area,
the Labour candidate, railway col-
umnist Christian Wolmar, was hard-
ly inspiring. Although previously a
Corbyn supporter, he backed Owen
Smith in 2016.

What was lacking in this byelec-
tion was a candidate who could use
the platform to put forward a social-
ist alternative to EU, Tory and Lib-
eral austerity.

Such a candidate still might not
have won in Richmond Park, but
could have helped galvanise anti-
austerity voters to join the fight
against the cuts.

SLUMP IN UNFAIR DIS

Ned Hancock
Young member of Unite the Union,
Birmingham

Workers took 73% less unfair dis-
missal cases to employment tribu-
nal last year than before the govern-
ment introduced fees.

The Tory-Lib Dem coalition gov-
ernment introduced fees of up to
£1,200 for workers to bring cases
to employment tribunal from 2013
- higher for appeals and multiple
claimants.

Trade unionists warned it would
lead to thousands of workers being
priced out of justice.

Unfortunately, new research by
the Trade Union Congress has shown
this prediction was correct. The 73%
drop is compared to the 12 months
before fees came in.

With fees that can be more than a
month’s take-home pay for workers
on the minimum wage, it’s no sur-
prise some bosses have felt embold-
ened to fire at will. In my previous
job in a call centre, sackings took
place regularly.

The criteria for unacceptable
performance and attendance were
never properly defined, creating a
culture of fear and cynicism. People
were hauled off the floor for disci-
plinaries, often at just a few hours’
notice, effectively taking away their
legal right to have a union repre-
sentative in the hearing.

And the coalition also doubled
the time it takes to qualify for un-
fair dismissal from one to two years.
Thanks to this, only two of the 30
workers in my section would have
been entitled to bring a case to tri-
bunal, fees or none.

The Socialist Party fights to scrap
tribunal fees, and ensure full em-
ployment rights from your first day
on the job. But it’s not just a case of
having protections in law - workers
need to be able to insist on them.

That’s why it’s vital trade unions
step up efforts to organise non-un-
ion workforces, particularly younger
and precarious workers, to fight to
improve their conditions.

SCRAP T

ooAL CASES
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In my previous job in a
call centre, sackings took
place regularly... People
were hauled off the floor
for disciplinaries, often at
just a few hours’ notice
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Helen Pattison
East London Socialist Party

The all-Labour council in Newham,
east London, is threatening to sack
its entire workforce.

Following years of pay freeze,
the council plans to have the entire
workforce sign a new contract with
reductions to maternity pay, over-
time rates and night pay.

This year the council passed a £50
millon cuts budget. Afterwards, the
mayor, Sir Robin Wales, said: “Lon-
doners would all say that’s an ab-
solutely excellent budget!” It seems
not all Londoners would.

General union Unite haslaunched
a campaign against the attack, plan-
ning protests and demonstrations.
The Socialist Party supports this and
will campaign to build the widest
possible movement against these
and all cuts in the borough.

Earlier in the year, Unite members
joined a lobby of Newham council’s
budget-setting meeting called by the
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC). TUSC includes the So-
cialist Party, transport union RMT
and leading trade unionists.

The lobby called on Newham
council to set a no-cuts budget, us-
ing its reserves and borrowing pow-
ers to stop austerity while building
a campaign for the much-needed
funding from central government.
In 2015-16, Newham had £161 mil-
lion in general reserves.

But instead, as Unite’s press re-
lease points out, the Labour coun-
cil would rather attack employees’
pay while maintaining Sir Robin’s
£81,000 salary.

Newham’s 60 Labour councillors
could vote against austerity, like
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has
pledged to - and propose a strategy
to fight back, like TUSC. Newham
residents and workers deserve
councillors willing to oppose auster-
ity. If those currently in are not will-
ing, they should step aside for others
who are.

If the council refuses to listen, a
serious campaign including strikes
from Unite and the other council
unions could defeat the onslaught.
Teaching assistants in Durham have
shown a fighting strategy can defeat
austerity - see page 6.

I Compensation disabled

An admin error robbed thousands of
families with disabled kids of up to
£4,400 a year.

The Tories revealed the tax credit
foul-up in their Autumn Statement.
They were worth £60 to £84 a
week. They have pledged funds to
guarantee payments for the next six
years.

But these are only backdated to
April. They could be cheating some
families of up to £20,000 in unpaid
tax credits.

The Socialist condemns this
miserly and contemptuous
approach to compensation. Pay
backdated credits to everyone who
was entitled.

Reverse the benefit cuts and
invest in a decent standard of living
for all disabled people, carers and
families.

Deliveroo workré successfully struck against
‘gig economy’ exploitation photo James lvens

Workers can fight Uber-style care

Siobhan Friel
Birmingham South East
Socialist Party

A new, Uber-style care service has
been launched in Britain.

‘Cera, the company behind the
idea, already has several hundred
carers registered. As it sounds, ser-
vice users will be able to request a
carer through an app. This enables
them to ‘cut the queue’ for home
care.

Cera boasts of using modern tech-
nology for the benefit of society. In
fact, it’s using the growing crisis in
health and social care to exploit vul-
nerable people and workers, while
advancing the backdoor privatisa-

tion of public services.

I have witnessed first-hand the
hugely disproportionate effect of
cuts on care patients, from the clo-
sure of care homes, to the complete
removal of day care and mobility
allowance from vulnerable adults.
This has frequently left care patients
housebound.

Care in the community is almost
entirely self-funded by patients al-
ready, with a massive 26% drop in
those receiving government funded
care from 2010-15. Cera is simply
the latest company to look to exploit

the crises which have arisen from
austerity measures in that time.

Companies like Uber and Deliv-
eroo have lead the pack on profiting
from precarious working conditions
and casualised labour. Workers in
the ‘gig economy’ usually get no sick
pay or holiday entitlement, due to
bogus ‘self-employed’ classification.
In 2015 a study by Tax Research UK
found that 80% of self-employed
workers are living in poverty.

But bosses may end up with a
fight on their hands yet. Uber and
Deliveroo workers have both won
recent gains through organising.

Community campaigns against
health and care cuts are growing
and linking up. Workers can, and
must, fight back.

.\ News

B Bank warns bosses

The head of the Bank of England
says “globalisation is associated
with low wages, insecure
employment” and “staggering
wealth inequalities.”

Mark Carney made the warning in
a speech at Liverpool John Moores
University. Carney is highly qualified
to comment, as the recipient of a
£879,000 annual pay package. He
also travels the world in luxury on
public money.

Meanwhile, six million workers
earn less than a living wage, and
seven million are in precarious
employment.

Carney went on to warn that
“turning our backs on open markets
would be a tragedy, butitis a
possibility.” His solution? Well, it
includes making multinational
corporations “pay tax somewhere.”

How about nationalising them
- S0 society, instead of the super-
rich, can control what their workers
produce? No?

Well, never mind. The Socialist
has no doubt corporations have
every intention of allowing the
politicians they fund to tax them.

£11.6k

School fees may allow
you to queue jump in
an Edinburgh Tesco

Have you got news
for ‘the fishes? Email
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists!

£879k

Annual pay package
of the governor of the
Bank of England

I Tesco toffs

A Tesco in Edinburgh allegedly
makes state school students queue
while private students can walk
straight in.

The father of a state school
student accused the Bruntsfield
branch of Tesco Metro of the weird
discriminatory practice.

Boroughmuir High School
students apparently have
to wait outside. Meanwhile,
the red-blazered students of
£11,577-a-year George Watson’s
College can jump the queue.

The Socialist wonders if local
managers are trying to turn their
store into some heavy-handed
allegory for capitalist society in
general. Either way, they should
just stop.

1 @socialist_party i text 07761818 206  /CWISocialistParty 4‘§ ?
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Durham TAs force Labour to

suspend pay cuts

Alan Docherty
Teesside Socialist Party

urham teaching assis-

tants (TAs) have won

a significant Dbattle

in their campaign to

prevent Labour-con-
trolled Durham council from cutting
their pay by up to 23%. The immedi-
ate threat to dismiss all TAs, mem-
bers of Unison and teaching union
ATL, and reemploy them on worse
conditions from 1 January 2017 has
been suspended.

Four days of strike action have
forced the council back to the nego-
tiating table.

Unison called off the next round
of planned strikes, due to com-
mence on 1 December.

Jubilant

The council will now re-enter nego-
tiations with the recognised trade
unions to try to find a settlement by
anew deadline of 1 September 2017.

Staff are jubilant about their vic-
tory, but very cautious too that the
threat of pay cuts has not been lifted.

The council has laid down its
conditions that it is undertaking “a
review of teaching assistants’ role,
function, job description, and ac-
tivities within the breadth of school

aptin T says
oot sorfed!

alllﬂus ph'oto Durham TAs

activities to establish whether cur-
rent job descriptions adequately de-
scribe the role being undertaken by
TAs in schools. This review will not
reopen the single status agreement
currently in place.”

Such a review is likely to lead to
winners and losers. Possibly some
new higher graded posts will be in-
troduced and staff will be divided as
they compete for these ‘promotions.

Wrong

There is something seriously wrong
with Durham council’s pay and
grading structure for TAs. They earn
thousands of pounds less than those
in neighbouring authorities, even
before the current attack on their
pay.

One of the reasons TAs remained
employed on full-time contracts
was to compensate them for such
a low grade delivered through job
evaluation for single status.

There must be recognition that
job evaluation (single status) must
be reopened. Both the unions and
management must admit that they
got it wrong. All the TAs should be
re-graded up to a level commensu-
rate with other authorities and no
one should lose any pay.

Durham TAs have to stay vigilant
and engage in the running of their
union to ensure no sell out.

Rob Williams
NSSN national chair

In response to a campaign by Unite
to demand a second tier productiv-
ity bonus for electricians on Cross-
rail in London, which included an
unofficial walkout on 25 Novem-
ber, notorious blacklisters Laing
O’Rourke/Crown House has issued
the Unite rep on the site a transfer to
another job off the project.

From 5 December, Terry Wilson
was set to be off Crossrail, in a bla-
tant attempt to intimidate workers,
just as Unite starts a consultative
ballot on the bonus payment and
other demands.

As aresult of this victimisation, on
30 November and 1 December elec-
tricians ‘cabined up’ and refused
to start work. Then on 2 December,
they picketed the site. Following
this, workers were issued with a let-
ter from Laing O'Rourke, ‘encourag-
ing’ them back to work by threaten-
ing disciplinary action!

Sent home
But the electricians were back out-
side the site straight away, fighting
to get Terry back. We overheard
workers who had been meant to in-
stall the lifts saying they were being
sent home because the electricians
weren't working!

It is crucial that this dispute is

I
Crossrail action in defence of victimised union rep

photo Rob Williams

won. And it can be - not just for the
Tottenham Court Road site but the
whole campaign across Crossrail.
A victory here would really build
confidence that they could force
Crossrail management to concede
the bonus.

B Hardship fund for Tottenham
Court Road electricians out

in support of victimised shop
steward Terry Wilson: Account
name - Unite London Construction
LE/0555 Branch, account number
- 20276649, sort code - 60830,
Unity trust bank

B Tweet support to London
Construction Branch LE/0555 @
unite0555

Unison members barely earning the
living wage in some universities

Unison member
Southampton

As terms and conditions through-
out the UK are being chipped
away, incomes are tightening and
security in the workplace is in
jeopardy, Unison members voted
in September to decide whether or
not to strike over the 1.1% pay offer
that was made to most members.
Workers on the lowest pay scale
were offered slightly more but this
didn’t even bring many to the liv-
ing wage!

Unison’s higher education ser-
vice group executive called on
members to reject the offer and
take strike action to get the em-
ployers to improve their offer. This
followed the results of a consulta-
tion in which over two thirds of
members who responded voted to
reject the offer.

54.9% voted in favour of indus-
trial action. But Unison decided
that the vote was too close and
there would be no industrial ac-
tion taken. At the university where
I work the 1.1% pay increase was
implemented before the ballot had
even ended.

I personally feel let down by

Unison on this decision. I work
with colleagues in their thirties
that have had to return to living
with parents when relationships
have broken down because the
cost of rent and living is too great
for their own salaries.

Struggling

These are people working full-
time but struggling against ever-
increasing rents and the cost of liv-
ing, watching vice chancellors get
a 6.1% pay rise while their union
accepts a measly 1.1%.

According to recent freedom
of information requests sent to
all UK universities by Unison, the
number of staff paid over £100,000
has increased to over 5,000 - so
there is clearly money available
for those at the very top in higher
education. In contrast, 12,000 staff
are currently paid below the living
wage of £8.25.

Come on Unison, do something
about it! Don’tjust roll over and take
it - we need to organise, fight back
and show them we are worth it.

Follow us
on Twitter

@Socialist_Party
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Socialist Party Scotland

Glasgow Labour council has de-
scended into the gutter by attempt-
ing to recruit a scab workforce in
order to defeat a strike of council
workers against privatisation. It is
part of an onslaught against the
trade unions in the city and in par-
ticular the socialist-led Glasgow
City Unison branch.

In November, the Labour-led
council executive voted through a
decision to privatise the council’s
ICT (Information Computer Tech-
nology) service. This is linked to the
huge cuts Labour has implemented
in the city, with tens of millions
more planned for early next year.

Strike-breaking
In response, Glasgow Unison bal-
loted their 230 members in ICT and a
resounding 96% voted in favour of in-
dustrial action. Following a success-
ful one-day strike in November, the
workers agreed to all-out action by 39
staff which started on 1 December.
In an unbelievable act of treach-
ery the Labour council is now at-
tempting to recruit a scab tem-
porary workforce to cover for the
striking Unison members during
their action.
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This declaration of all-out war
goes against every principle of
trade unionism and the traditions
of the labour movement. Princi-
ples that are now completely alien
to the Labour leadership of Glas-
gow City Council. Frank McAveety,
the council leader, has regularly
attacked Glasgow City Unison in
the press. The leaders of Glasgow
City Unison and their 10,000 strong
membership are being specifically
singled out for attack.

This is not a surprise as Glasgow
Unison has been intransigent and
uncompromising over a number of
years in defence of members’ terms
and conditions, pay and in opposi-
tion to Labour’s implementation of
Tory austerity in the city.

Trade unionists across the coun-
try and internationally will be rightly
outraged by the attempts of a Labour
council to recruit a scab workforce
to try and defeat the strike. If the
council put scab labour in the work-
places, the union would be quite
correct in bringing out all 230 work-
ers on indefinite strike action as a
first step in response.

Every single Labour councillor,
MP and MSP must be approached
to condemn these strike-breaking
methods. All trade union branches
across Scotland and the UK must re-
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spond urgently and send messages
of condemnation to the Glasgow La-
bour councillors.

Jeremy Corbyn

Jeremy Corbyn, John McDonnell
and all other ‘anti-austerity’ politi-
cians must speak out to condemn
this action. At stake is the right of
workers and militant trade unions
to defend jobs and livelihoods. It is
a fight for every trade unionist, so-
cialist and anti-cuts campaigner to
engage in now!

B Send urgent messages of protest
to the chief executive of Glasgow
City Council annemarie.odonnell@
glasgow.gov.uk and Labour leader
Frank McAveety frank.mcaveety@
glasgow.gov.uk

B | abour-affiliated trade unions
should send motions to Constitu-
ency Labour Parties condemning
the actions of Glasgow City Council
and demanding the withdrawal of
this attempts to break a trade union
strike

B Email Jeremy Corbyn at
leader@labour.org.uk to ask him to
intervene

B Send messages of support

for the Unison strikers to Glasgow
City Unison at enquiries@
glasgowcityunison.co.uk

B Paul Reilly
elected to RMT EC

Socialist Party member Paul
Reilly, a branch secretary of

the RMT transport workers’ union
in Nuneaton, has been elected

to the union’s national executive
committee to represent the Mid-
lands region.

Network Rail worker and former
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC) candidate Paul said:
“To have received the confidence
and support of our members over
these past few months and to be
elected by them on to the execu-
tive is a massive honour!

“I have no doubt whatsoever that
the challenges and Tory attacks on
our industry and on the trade un-
ion movement as a whole over the
next few years will be some of the
toughest we will have ever faced
“This won’t be easy at all, but I'm
ready and willing to take up the
challenge head on! | won't let you
down!”

B Tube strike off

The RMT called off 24 hours of
strike action set to take place from
6 December on the Piccadilly and
Hammersmith and City tube lines in
London in separate disputes involv-
ing drivers following successful talks
with London Underground at Acas.
RMT said that all objectives in the
Piccadilly Line dispute have now
been achieved and that the union
is committed to further talks aimed
at a long term agreement on the
Hammersmith and City Line.

M Workplace

General Secretary Mick Cash said:
“Talks with London Underground
have proved to be positive and fo-
cused and as a result we have been
able to make enough significant
progress to allow us to suspend the
strike action in both disputes.”

Il Trade Union Act to
come into force 1 March
- TUC call a special
conference

The Tories have confirmed that
their anti-union laws, incorporated
in the Trade Union Act, includ-

ing new undemocratic industrial
action ballot thresholds, will come
into force on 1 March.

The National Shop Stewards
Network (NSSN) calls on the TUC
to implement the policy passed at
this year’s TUC Congress moved
by the RMT, which includes:
“Congress believes the Gen-

eral Council needs to convene an
urgent conference of affiliates to
provide a practical forum, includ-
ing workshops, as to how to best
coordinate our legal and industrial
response to the act in line with
policy already set by congress.”
And an amendment from the FBU:
“Congress should discuss all op-
tions for challenging the new leg-
islation. This should include step-
ping up the campaign to scrap the
Act and other anti-union legislation
as well as the practical steps to be
taken to support any unions and
groups of workers threatened by
this anti-worker legislation.”

H More in a future issue

SACKED BAKERS' UNION REP KUMARAN BOSE
CALLS FOR LIVING WAGE ‘PROTECTION

lan Hodson
BFAWU president

On 6 December, Kumaran Bose will
be meeting a number of MPs (in-
cluding shadow ministers) to dis-
cuss his recent sacking by Samworth
Brothers, a company known for its
famous household brands, such as
Ginsters and Soreen. He worked
for Samworth Brothers for 12 years,
with an unblemished work record.

However, everything changed
for Kumaran after the Conservative
government introduced its much
heralded ‘living wage’ in April 2016.
Like many other employers, Sam-
worth Brothers decided to dodge
the minor pay increase for those
over the age of 25 by making the
workforce fund it themselves.

As the company set out its agen-
da of slashing certain contractual
terms that the workforce had, such
as paid break-times, overtime rates
and shift premiums, many workers
at the site felt that the changes being
proposed were unfair, especially as
it was widely known that the com-
pany’s profits for the year were set
to soar.

As a result, a number of employ-
ees approached Kumaran for guid-
ance, so in his role as a team leader
he raised the workers’ concerns and

asked searching questions to CEOs,
during company briefings. Unfortu-
nately, the company’s response was
that due to the introduction of the
‘living wage, it had no option.

The workforce turned to the Bak-
ers, Food and Allied Workers Union
(BFAWU) and met with representa-
tives, who offered support and as-
sistance. Consequently, hundreds
of them joined the union.

However, despite many requests
from employees and approach-
es from BFAWU itself, a collec-
tive agreement and recognition of
BFAWU has always been resisted by
Samworth Brothers. The manage-
ment decided that Kumaran was
responsible for the company being
‘named and shamed’ and he was
suspended from work.

At his first disciplinary hearing,
the initial reasons were dropped, as
they were based on false allegations.
However, the company then
changed tack by accusing him of a
breach of confidentiality, despite
there being no convincing evidence
to back-up this claim. He was
dismissed.

The meeting with MPs is to dis-
cuss how the lack of protection giv-
en to workers’ terms and conditions
has left them vulnerable to unscru-
pulous employers seeking to avoid
paying the living wage.
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Hundreds of thousands of people are surviving and feeding themselves by using
foodbanks in Britain today. The recent film ‘I, Daniel Blake’ graphically showed
the reality of life for those trying to get by after losing their job or their benefits, or
those who are paid so little they have to use food banks despite having a job. In
the articles below, Nancy Taaffe from Waltham Forest Socialist Party describes
what lies behind food bank misery and what the Socialist Party demands to end
it, followed by eyewitness accounts from food bank volunteers and users.

n 2012, I was sitting in the local

pub after a Socialist Party meet-

ing when our Blairite Labour MP

for Walthamstow came round

with a bucket and a smile: “do-
nate to the local food bank folks?” she
chirped.

This food bank collection was tak-
ing place at a time when huge spend-
ing cuts were being imposed on
workers. 2012-14 were the years of the
greatest carnage. Job losses and cuts
to welfare provision and local govern-
ment spending just seemed relent-
less. An onslaught of cuts and general
austerity reigned down upon us with
one million public sector jobs lost.

Later that evening my response to
this MP’s request was condemned as
“uncharitable” on social media.

More than

500,000

three day
emergency parcels
given out last year

The human misery this bucket
wielding MP claimed she wanted
to alleviate didn’t stop her from be-
ing absent for the vote on the hated
welfare reform package of 2014 - the
effects of which were portrayed so
heartbreakingly in the film, ‘T Daniel
Blake’ She was also absent for the vote
on welfare cuts in 2015.

Not content in creating
impoverishment and destitution
in this country, she later went on
to sanction the bombing of Syria -
creating more desperate and destitute
people elsewhere.

It is precisely this hypocrisy that all
socialists should call out. We should
have no shame in pushing the beg-
ging bowl of double standards firmly
away.

We demand:

Job losses
and cuts
to welfare
provision
are
relentless
in creating
human
misery

Food banks are no longer catching
those that fall through the gaps of wel-
fare provision. Food banks are now
woven into actual welfare provision
- they have become a factor in the
sanctioning and organisation of wel-
fare provision. At many food banks
you now have to be referred, you can’t
just turn up.

It is not the existence of food
banks that have created this situa-
tion, it is pro-austerity politicians
who have championed them as an
equal part of state provision. Quite
deliberately.

Food bank provider Trussell Trust
reported last year that they distrib-
uted more than 500,000 three-day
emergency food parcels. Of the
500,000 given out, over 188,500 were
for children. They say issues with ben-
efits account for 44% of all referrals.

Working poor

The working poor are also on the in-
crease at food banks, driven there by
problems such as low pay, insecure
work or rising transport and energy
bills.

Low pay is the second largest cause
of a crisis, accounting for nearly one
in four of all referrals.

Volunteers now run libraries,
young graduates work for nothing as
‘interns’ and unemployed workers
are expected to queue for food when
they fall foul of the government’s ben-
efitrules.

Part of the great rebellion that took
place across Europe and in this coun-
try after the end of World War Two
was an uprising against the humilia-
tion of poverty.

It was a deep seated feeling that
they were never going back to the
misery of the 1930s. We should simi-
larly reject the normalising of beg-
ging bowl provision by charities. This
normalisation only gives cover to tax-
avoiding billionaires.

m Trade union struggle to increase the minimum wage to £10 an hour without exemptions as an
immediate step towards a real living wage
m An immediate 50% increase in the state retirement pension, as a step towards a living pension
m No to all cuts in jobs, public services and benefits. Defend our pensions

m Affordable housing and rent caps

m Reversal of all welfare and benefit cuts

m Scrap the Tories’ welfare counter-reforms and abolish work capability assessments
m For a mass workers’ party to drawing together workers, young people, the unemployed and others

into a fighting alternative to the cuts
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FOOD BANKS AND THE REAL DANIEL BLAKES -
FIGHT FOR RIGHTS S0 WE DON'T NEED CHARITY

EYEWITNESS: THE VOLUNTEER

Karen Seymour
Mansfield Socialist Party

There is a scene in the excellent Ken
Loach film ‘I, Daniel Blake’ where a
young lone parent is forced to use a
food bank, due to problems accessing
her benefits.

At the unemployed workers’ centre
where I volunteer, we have a small
food bank for Monday mornings,
when the two local ones are closed,
and for emergencies such as when
a young couple couldn’t afford baby
milk to feed their son because their
Employment and Support Allowance
(ESA) hadn’t been paid.

Benefit delays and sanctions are by
far the main reasons people seek out

food banks. People do not, as some
politicians claim, use them when
they've spent all their money on
booze and fags.

They are used as a last resort, and
people are often embarrassed and
ashamed that they have become so
desperate. You can only use food
banks about three times a year any-
way, and then you have to be referred
by an agency such as social services
or the job centre.

Use of a food bank is never an indi-
vidual’s fault. It could happen to any
of us and the government is happy for
them to be seen as an extension of the
welfare state.

Tory and Labour governments
have also been keen to perpetuate the
myth that welfare claimants are feck-

less and are incapable of managing
their finances.

In my experience benefit recipi-
ents are some of the best budgeters
you will meet. They have to be - every
penny must count!

The vast majority of benefits staff
hate the system as much as the claim-
ants do. What is needed is a mass
campaign made up of these staff,
claimants, trade unions and others
that will restore some dignity to the
welfare system.

And a £10 an hour minimum wage,
without exemptions, would tackle
companies who boost their profits
through ‘corporate welfare’ - tax
credits for example - so that people
do not have to claim in the first place
#WeAreAllDanielBlake

Glenn Parker
Mansfield Socialist Party

I have experience of working in and
being a client of a food bank.

A couple of years ago, due to a
mental breakdown, I ended up out
of work, and, due to benefit delays,
using a food bank. Out of gratitude, I
now volunteer at the food bank that
helped me.

The horrors of zero-hour contracts
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JANK USER TURNED VOLL

mean quite a lot of our clients are in
work. At one stage, this affected 60%
of our clients!

The biggest cause of use now is
benefit delays. I can see food banks
getting busier since the benefit cap
has been lowered and living costs
have risen, especially housing.

On the subject of housing, the most
heartbreaking cases we see are home-
less people.

We had a client who was living in a
tent. This is bad enough in the sum-
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mer, but in winter time it’s even worse.

Our food bank is grateful to schools
and the general public for donations
of food and financial contributions.

There is a scene in the film ‘I, Dan-
iel Blake’ where someone who hasn’t
eaten for days opens a tin of beans at
afood bank and eats it there and then.

We in the Socialist Party demand an
end to benefit delays and sanctions.
We need a £10 an hour minimum
wage and benefits that people can live
on, not just exist on.
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Hundreds protest the decimation of Devon NHS

A L
| Exeter NHS protest
2 3 December photo

Sean Brogan
Exeter Socialist Party

undreds protested in

the centre of Exeter on

3 December against

the decimation and

degrading of Devon’s
NHS. Coming from all points of the
compass and forming ‘red lines’
of marchers from different parts of
the city, they cheered and clapped
speakers from the community
and the labour and trade union
movement.

Organised

Many came from communities that
have organised themselves in the
more rural areas and small towns.
Loss of community hospitals will
mean long journeys to city ‘hubs’
and the loss of the maternity servic-
es in north Devon district hospital

“Ga.mpa.ignsll’a.rty News

will mean long journeys for preg-
nant mothers.

So-called ‘social care’ has been
shown to be totally inadequate
and calls were made for a halt to
the plans by local commissioning
groups. The stalls set up by both Ex-
eter and Torbay & South Devon So-
cialist Party branches were almost
overwhelmed as protesters mixed
with Christmas shoppers rushing to
sign petitions.

Hundreds of Socialist Party leaf-
lets were handed out and there was
a great sale of the Socialist and gen-
erous contributions to our fighting
fund.

The protest was reminded of the
next step - building for a national
demonstration on 4 March.

B Exeter Socialist Party has a
meeting about what is needed to
defend the NHS at Exeter Commu-
nity Centre, St David’s Hill, Thursday
8 December
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B 10-10.30am Tea and coffee
B 10.30am-12.30pm Women and
Russian Revolution

B 12.30pm-1.30pm lunch

B 1.30pm-3pm Abortion Rights
under attack and the fightback
around the world

B 3pm-5pm Commissions on
women and the trade unions,
women on campus, women and
the Labour Party. These will help
with the preparation of a socialist
programme for women'’s rights

0

Andy Bentley
Stoke Socialist Party

We sold 100 copies of the Socialist
on our campaign stall in Hanley in
just three hours on 26 November.
We were building support for
the 4 March 2017 national
march to defend our NHS from
privatisation.

We also raised £52 fight-
ing fund to pay for more leaf-
lets to advertise the march.
An 86 year old woman told us: “The
Tories are killing our NHS, a big
march is long overdue.”

“A crime”

A nurse said: “It’s a crime that, de-
spite twenty odd years of gradual
NHS privatisation, none of the un-
ions representing us have organised
a national march. Well done to the
community campaigns for organis-
ing this march, have you booked a
bus yet?”

We sold another 88 copies of the
Socialist on two other campaign
stalls in the same week and have
already sold over 100 this week as
well.

What does all this mean? There
is a massive mood for real action to
defend our NHS from being disman-
tled and privatised.

Saturay January !
10am - 5pm
g London, venue the

Donate today!

If you agree with what you read in
the Socialist, consider making a
donation to the Socialist Party’s
fighting fund:

m pay by card via 020
8988 8777

or socialistparty.org.
uk/donate

m cheques payable
to

‘Socialist Party’, PO
Box 24697, London
E11 1YD

§ Socialist Party Fighting Fund
£received £ target October to December 2016 Deadline 4 January 2017
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Il Health campaigners in
Yorkshire protest “slash
and trash plans”

“Slash and trash plans” is how cam-
paigners from Health Campaigns
Together renamed the government’s
Sustainability and Transformation
Partnerships (STPs), the latest vehi-
cle for cuts to the NHS. STPs, spread
over 44 footprint areas, are expected
to deliver £22 billion worth of cuts
by 2020-21, including £1.07 billion
for the West Yorkshire and Harro-
gate footprint.

Leeds played host to a conference
of NHS organisations discussing
how to implement STPs on 1 De-
cember, with around 25 people from
local NHS campaigns able to make a
lunchtime protest.

Given these attacks, plus the clo-
sures of accident and emergency units
in nearby areas such as Huddersfield,
campaigners locally will be involved
in organising several demonstrations.
This will include building for the 4
March Health Campaigns Together
national demonstration which was
recently supported by Leeds TUC.
lain Dalton, Leeds Socialist Party

Bolton Unison shop steward

Bolton Socialist Party is backing
mounting calls for the leader of
the Labour council, Cliff Morris, to
resign over the use of emergency
powers to hand over £300,000 to an
ambulance chasing solicitor, Asons.

The decision was taken in secret,
using emergency powers, with only
the Tory opposition leader present,
who then leaked the decision to the
local press.

Morris and his Labour cronies
have argued that the company
needed the £300,000 to keep 400-
500 jobs in the town centre.

But Asons workforce is currently
at no more than 150 and they have
already spent £1.1 million on pur-
chasing and refurbishing new of-
fice space in the town centre. The
more likely reason for the moneyj, it
seems, is to cover Asons’ unpaid tax
bill!

Meanwhile, the council recently
announced further swingeing cuts
to jobs and services - £42.5 million

BOLTON COUNCIL GIVES 300K TO SOLICITORS
WHILE MAKING SWINGEING CUTS

backed Morris and the secret deal!

The Socialist Party in Bolton sup-
ported the call made by Bolton Uni-
son trade union branch to attend

the demo and demand
“money for jobs and
| services, not ambulance
chasers” It is vital that
) the trade union move-
Attacks Al uaff ment in the town link
These latest cuts include attacks [JL®88 the campaign to get rid
on school crossing patrols, public f of Morris and his dirty
health programmes for the most { dealing to the fight
vulnerable in the town, youth and = against the cuts to jobs
play services and school meals |l and services.
subsidies. ]

On 30 November, around 150 peo-
ple protested outside a full council
meeting to demand the resignation
of Cliff Morris.

At the meeting, the opposition
Tory, Lib Dem and Ukip council-
lors had attempted to force a split
in the Labour group by proposing a
motion condemning the money for
Asons.

However, in the same way that
they dutifully vote for cuts every
year, the Labour group unanimously

over the next two years. They have
agreed to use reserves to the tune
of £30 million, but why not use an
extra £12.5 million and avoid mak-
ing any cuts this year? Over the past
six years, more than £100 million of
cuts have been made and hundreds
of jobs have been axed.

A Campaigns/Party News

Reading TUSC writes
to Labour councillors to
demand cuts fight

The following letter was sent
to councillors by Neil Adams
from Reading Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC)
to raise questions related to
proposed budget cuts to local
services:

Whatever Theresa May’s pledge to
the working class to end austerity,
cuts and misery pour down on the
heads of us all as inequality contin-
ues to widen.

The rich get richer as their taxes
are cut, while workers suffer a con-
tinued pay freeze and cuts to public
services. These cuts hit the most vul-
nerable hardest.

Cuts to the Reading council budg-
et are hitting hard - over £41 million
by 2020. The council says: “Our fi-
nancial situation has worsened sig-
nificantly during 2016/17”” As a re-
sult further cuts are being proposed
of over £10 million.

These cuts aim to remove fund-
ing to children’s services, domestic
violence, sexual health, breast feed-

ing support, health visitors, mental
health services, grass cutting and
street cleaning with cuts to council
and agency jobs.

Reading Labour council proposes
to cut and privatise to tackle this
crisis. But what about fighting these
Tory cuts? What about mobilising
the anger at austerity to force the
Tories to retreat?

Jeremy Corbyn’s election and
re-election showed we have had
enough of endless austerity and
want to fight back.

Reading Labour councilllors must

use their powers to set a legal, bal-
anced, no-cuts budget and build
a mass campaign of the local trade
unions and community to demand
the restoration of central govern-
ment funding. This means using
reserves and prudential borrowing
powers to set a budget that meets
the needs of Reading.
Such a stand would receive huge
support and, if linked up with other
Labour councils across the country,
could result in the defeat of the Tory
cuts agenda.

Christmas book offers from Left Books

Great gift ideas for family, friends, trade union
colleagues and comrades. Add 20% or £2 minimum
to cover post. Place your orders by 15 December

BARGAIN BOOKS

BOOKS

B Karl Marx by Francis Wheen £14.99

B Engels by John Green £10

B My Life by Leon Trotksy £18.99

B Rebel Girls: The fight for the vote by Jill Liddington
£14.99

B Karl Marx by Franz Mehring £27.99

Socialist Party publications
B Rise of Militant by Peter
Taaffe £11.99
B Liverpool: A city that
dared to fight by Peter Taaffe
and Tony Mulhearn £11.99
B Socialism in the 21st
century by Hannah Sell £5
Marxism in today’s world by
Peter Taaffe £8
B Cuba: socialism and
democracy by Peter Taaffe
£8
B A civil war without guns
by Ken Smith £5
B The history of the CWI:
a socialist world is possible by Peter Taaffe £5
B Science, Marxism and the big bang by Peter
Mason £7.50
B Reclaim the game by
John Reid £3
B France 1968, month of
revolution by Clare Doyle
£7.50
B An account of trade
union struggles at British
Leyland in the turbulent
1970s by Bill Mullins £5
B Planning for the planet
by Pete Dickenson £9.95

at bookshop@socialistparty.org.uk, phone 0208 8988
8789 or mail to Socialist Books, PO Box 24697, London,
E11 1YD. Make cheques payable to Socialist Books.
All orders dispatched to you or gift wrapped direct to
friends and family. Book tokens also available at £5,
£10, £15 or more for use at Left Books.

BUNDLES

B Cuba: socialism and democracy by Peter Taaffe £8

B Che Guevara: symbol of struggle by Tony Saunois £5

M Fidel Castro: a biography by Volker Skierka £12.99

B Ernesto Che Guevara: reminiscences of the Cuban revolutionary war
£8.99

Workers’ struggle bundle £15

B 1926 general strike: workers taste power by
Peter Taaffe £7.50

M Civil war without guns: lessons of the 1984-85
miners strike by Ken Smith £5

B Organising the lost generation: Jarrow to London
2011 March for Jobs £9.99

B Unison bureacracy unmasked: witch hunt of the
four £5.00

Black history bundle £16

B Black Athena: the Afroasiatic roots of classic civilisation by Martin Bernal
£12.99

B Aspects of black British history by Peter Fryer £5.99

B The politics of Windrush by Peter Fryer £6.99

Classics bundle £4

M Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx £2

B The April Theses: tasks of the proletariat in the present revolution by
Lenin £2

B The Transitional Programme by Trotsky £4

Bolsheviks under lllegality by S Tchnermordik 75p
Collected writings on Britain vol 1 by Trotsky £4.95
Collected writings on Britain vol 2 by Trotsky £4.95
Collected writings on Britain vol 3 by Trotsky £4.95
Documents of the 1923 opposition £3.95
Evolution of Property by Paul Lafargue £4.95

First Five Years of Comintern vol 1 by Trotsky £6.95
First Five Years of Comintern vol 2 by Trotsky £6.95
From NEP to Socialism by -
EA Preobrazhensky £4.95 E Military Witings

B How the Revolution Armed and Spmeches of
vol 2 by Trotsky £15
B How the Revolution Armed
vol 3 by Trotsky £15
B How the Revolution Armed
vol 4 by Trotsky £15
B How the Revolution Armed
vol 5 by Trotsky £15
B Hungarian Tragedy by Peter
Fryer £11.99
B | eon Sedov by Trotsky £1.95
B | ucid, Vigorous and Brief by Peter Fryer £4.95
B 1903 Second Congress of the RSDLP £7.95
B On Historical Materialism by Franz Mehring £2.95
B Perspectives and Tasks in the East
by Trotsky 50p
B Platform of the Joint Opposition
1927 £3.95
B Political Profiles by Trotsky £4.95
B Politics of Windrush by Peter Fryer
£6.99
B Problems of the Chinese
Revolution by Trotsky £3.95
B Red Book by Leon Sedov £3.95
B Stalin’s Gangsters by Trotsky
£3.95
B Tasks Before the 12th Congress of the RSDLP by
Trotsky £1.95
B Young Trotsky by Max Eastman £3.95

REVOLUTION ARMED




theSlll:iaIisI 8-14 December 2016

12

Obituary *

JUHN SHARPE: 1953-2016

Alison Hill

John Sharpe has died of heart dis-
ease very suddenly, at a ridiculously
early age.

Showing his resolute commit-
ment to the fight for socialism, he
gave up his job at Rolls Royce in the
early 1990s and came to work on the
printing press of Militant, forerun-
ner of the Socialist.

After decades working on preci-
sion-built engines, he had to learn a
different sort of engineering. He was
heard to remark that he’d never seen
so much mild steel in his life! And
he never quite got used to making
modifications to the press without
any drawings.

He worked on the press through
the move out of Hepscott Road and,
with a skilled team of printers, car-
ried on coaxing miracles out of it in
Clapton - usually accompanied by
very loud rock music.

He was always interested in com-
puters, particularly coding, and rel-
ished the new challenge of looking
after the growing computer network
in our HQ, when the old newspaper
press came to the end of its life. He
taught himself several new languag-
es and laid the basis for most of the
databases used today.

He also did pioneering work on
the website of the Committee for a
Workers’ International, which he
was very proud to do, sometimes
posting material early in the morn-
ing to make sure it was always up to
date.

Again, he taught himself various
arcane computer languages to be
able to manage the servers in the
office properly and always had a
touching expectation that anyone
he talked to would be as fascinated
as him about whatever task he was
engaged in.

He was dedicated to making
sure the Socialist always came
out and enjoyed helping with the
proofreading.

Latterly, every Wednesday morn-
ing John was at the factory packing
the paper and making sure all the
branches got the leaflets and post-
ers they had ordered. He organised
that with precision and instigated
several important improvements to
the process. He also made sure most
people in the surrounding premises
found out what was on 6Music.

John was a kind and generous
man, a trade union militant and a
committed Marxist who read avidly
and always kept on top of current
developments.

He has died far too young.

m John’s funeral will be held on
Friday 16 December at 3.15pm.

It will be in the North Chapel of
the City of London Crematorium,
Manor Park, London E12 5DQ.
Please wear something red. No
flowers but donations to the
Socialist Party in his name will be
much appreciated

Memories of John's early years in Militant

In 1977 | addressed the Rolls Royce
Joint Shop Stewards Committee in Bris-
tol to ask if they would make a donation
to the Labour Party Young Socialists na-
tional conference fund.

Every year they did so, but that year they
said they had an apprentice who they
would like to sponsor to attend. This was
John Sharpe, who quickly embraced the
ideas of Militant at the conference, and
upon returning wholeheartedly threw
himself into the many tasks of helping
to build support for Marxist ideas.

For John politics was a serious commit-
ment and at work, in his AUEW (TASS)
union branch, and within the Bristol
North East Labour Party (then under the
iron control of the right wing) he fought

tigerishly to promote our programme.
Theory was his guide throughout his
political life, whether as a young com-
rade eagerly participating in discussion
groups, or as a mature Marxist seek-
ing to keep abreast of the latest twists
and turns in the international political
position. His enthusiasm when some-
one came over to our position knew no
bounds.

When John had an opportunity to work
in the Militant print shop in London, he
answered the call unhesitatingly. Just
prior to his move, he attended one of
Militant’s huge rallies at the Wembley
conference centre and donated a five
figure sum from his redundancy money.
This prompted journalist Mark Steel to

write of his amazement at the self-sacri-
ficing traditions of our supporters.
Many’s the time John has told me how
gratifying he found the work in the print
shop - the camaraderie and the crises!
Few have been more steadfast than
John - with an unbreakable and un-
shakeable belief in the socialist future
of humankind and a pride in his being a
part of its construction.

Robin Clapp

John had a major impact on me as a
young student supporter of Militant
in the late 1970s. He was always sup-
portive of any young activist, particularly
students. He was able to explain Marxist
theory clearly from a worker’s point of

Hannah Sell on behalf of the
Socialist Party executive committee

The sudden death of John Sharpe
has been a terrible shock to all who
knew him. He will be badly missed.

While always happy to discuss ide-
as, John was never a comrade who
sought the limelight. He was very
self-sacrificing and, like many others,
played a vital role behind the scenes
in building the Socialist Party.

He had worked at our national
headquarters since 1992, first in the
print shop and latterly on many var-
ied tasks including maintaining our
computer system and databases,
proofreading for the Socialist and
packing and sending it out to Social-
ist Party branches.

Every Socialist Party member
and reader of the Socialist, even if
they never met John, will have ben-
efited from his work, which ensured
among many other things, that their
membership card was posted to
them and their papers arrived on
the doormat ever week.

The best tribute we can pay him is
to redouble our efforts to build the
party he dedicated his life to.

view but always made sure that any stu-
dent kept their feet firmly on the ground.
Woe betide any who missed their Friday
morning paper sale!

John was at the centre of much of the
social life in Bristol at the time and was
renowned for his generosity. He was the
first person to put his hand in his pocket
to buy a drink and always made sure
that everyone was looked after. | hate to
think of how many curries John fully or
partially subsidised after a night in the
pub.

John was modest and shy, avoiding the
spotlight, but one of those activists that
you could always depend on. He will be
sorely missed.

Mick Whale
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US authorities agree to re-route oll pipeline

US authorities (subject to possible appeal) have agreed to abandon the planned oil pipeline
through Standing Rock, North Dakota, after a months-long standoff between protesters and
armed police. This represents a significant victory over corporate interests in favour of the
environment and native people’s land rights. In this article, written before the decision, Tony
Wilsdon of Socialist Alternative (US co-thinkers of the Socialist Party) explained the background
issues and why protecting the environment is linked to the struggle for socialism.

photo Creative Commons/Pax Ahimsa Gethen

ocialist Alternative has

built solidarity meet-

ings in a number of cit-

ies, raised money and

sent representatives to
Standing Rock.

This struggle highlights the need
to escalate our fight against cli-
mate change and link it to a strug-
gle against a system that not only
destroys our environment, but also
rests on the oppression of native
people, people of colour, and the ex-
ploitation of workers.

Central to this struggle is the deci-
sion to route the 1,134-mile pipeline
upstream of the Missouri River, the
major water supply for the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe. With over 2,000
pipeline ruptures and spills in the
last ten years, there is very real fear
of major pollution.

The issue of preserving land and
water is central to indigenous peo-
ples, having been brutally driven off
their original tribal lands by US au-
thorities in the past.

Republicans are funded to the hilt
by oil money. But so are the Demo-
crats, and it was the Obama admin-

istration which oversaw the largest
increase in oil extraction in a gen-
eration and whose state department
pushed fracking globally.

In contrast, Kshama Sawant, So-
cialist Alternative city councillor,
recently stated: “I brought forward a
resolution in the Seattle City Coun-
cil calling for solidarity with Stand-
ing Rock.

“The statement, which con-
demned past violence and called on
North Dakota authorities to drop all
charges against protesters and jour-
nalists, was passed unanimously.
But our demands and the voices of
so many others in the US and inter-
nationally have gone unheeded.”

Labour movement
Imagine how much more powerful
our movements would be if we had
more representatives like Kshama
Sawant who unapologetically stood
on the side of the 99% and used their
positions to build and strengthen
our movements.

Labour should also be spear-
heading this struggle. Some more
progressive unions have taken clear

positions against global climate
change, having come out strongly in
support of the struggle against the
pipeline.

However, the main national la-
bour federation, the AFL-CIO, is
scandalously supporting the pipe-
line project. Itis taking a narrow view
of support for pipeline jobs over the
broader issues of this struggle.

We need to link the legitimate
concern of workers about the need
for good jobs with urgent action on
climate change.

We also need policies that address
the power of the fossil fuel industry
and the major banks that fund them.
This would mean taking the energy
sector out the hands of the ruling
elite who control these resources
and exploit them for profit.

They should be run under the
democratic control and manage-
ment of the 99%. This should be part
of an emergency plan to tackle glob-
al warming, organise climate jus-
tice, and fight for a socialist society.

M Full article can be read on
socialistalternative.org
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Socialismo Revolucionario marching with other Left Bloc
members in support of the Lisbon dockers photo Minerva Martins

Portugal

No to witch-hunts -
fight the capitalists
not socialists

Socialismo Revoluciondrio (SR -
CWI in Portugal) is being targeted
by the leadership of the Left Bloc,
with threats of expulsions and ex-
clusions. An Inquiry Committee has
been opened against our members.

This is as a result of our political
positions and differences with the
current leadership, as well as our
role in building the party from be-
low. This includes our opposition
to the policy of uncritical support
to the ‘Socialist Party’ minority gov-
ernment, and our role building the
Left Bloc youth.

Democracy
We are completely committed to
the construction of the Left Bloc
as a mass party that defends and
represents the interests of workers
and youth, and we fully endorse the
words and spirit of its founding doc-
uments - that the Left Bloc should
be a “popular, plural, combative left
with influence’.

SR officially applied to be recog-
nised as a tendency inside the Left
Bloc, a formal organisational proce-
dure allowed and regulated in the
statutory documents.

As the name implies, the
Left Bloc is supposed to be a
coalition of left-wing peo-
ple and organisations to
which SR, as a Marxist
organisation, belongs.

Accusations of
“infiltration” by the
leadership against a
group which was al-
ways open about its
objectives are baseless
and pernicious. They
are akin to bureaucratic
methods to stifle debate
and restrict internal democ-
racy that Left Bloc members
value so highly.

Political differences with the
leadership are not a reason to pre-
vent the fighting left from joining an
organisation that aims to be a union
of militants and organisations that
genuinely look for an alternative for
capitalism.

SR comrades are among the most
committed to building the Left Bloc
from below, not just recruiting other
activists but encouraging political
discussion necessary to devise the
correct analysis and methods of
action.

With the potential to be a mass
party of and for the 99% in Portu-
gal, these undemocratic methods
adopted by a tiny layer will only hurt
the cause for which the Left Bloc
was created.

This is about defending democ-
racy and pluralism inside the Left
Bloc, not just our democratic rights.
It’s a fight for the construction of the
Left Bloc as a mass workers’ party in
Portugal.

B A model letter of solidarity can
be found on socialistworld.net
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Fo[ABLISHMENT
ROUTED - WORKERS
ALTERNATIVE NEEDED

From the editorial of Resistenze by
Contro Corrente, CWI Italy

n January 2014, on the day that
Matteo Renzi took office, we
wrote that this was the begin-
ning of the end for the leader
of the Democratic Party (PD),
who at that time seemed to be on an
unstoppable path to glory.

The result of the constitutional
referendum, in which Renzi was de-
feated by almost 60% to 40%, shows
not so much our foresight but the
lack of foresight of the Italian rul-
ing class, which relied on a leader
who turned out to be a car without
brakes.

No

In fact, on 4 December Italians sent
a clear and strong message not only
to the government and the prime
minister but also to the entire politi-
cal class, including those who were
on the ‘No’ side.

As the Sole24Ore (newspaper
of the industrialists and financi-
ers) wrote on the day after the vote,
those who voted ‘Yes’ were mainly
pensioners and in the upper and
middle layers of society. While
those low-paid workers and youth,

precisely those who the govern-
ment had addressed its rhetoric to
for three years, dealt them a solemn
blow.

81% of those aged 18 to 35 voted
‘No! The idea that it would be pos-
sible to ride the wave of social an-
ger by promising a few euros to the
poorer sections of society, proved to
be a complete illusion.

As was predicting an ‘apocalypse’
if ‘No’ won, while trying to chase
after Grillo (leader of the Five Star
Movement) and Salvini (leader
of the Lega Nord) on their anti-
‘political caste’ and anti-Europe ter-
rain. The same is true for those who
pose as defenders of the constitu-
tion, including Grillo.

Workers, youth and impoverished
middle-class people didn’t vote ‘No’
to defend ‘the best constitution in
the world; but to reject those who,
instead of ‘demolishing the old poli-
tics’ (as everyone says they want to
do), continued to demolish working
people.

Laughably the establishment
talked about a country that doesn’t
exist - where the economy is im-
proving, companies are taking on
hundreds of thousands of young
people on permanent contracts,
and taxes are decreasing.

Renzi’s massive defeat, his resig-
nation, and the deepening crisis of
the PD (the real pro-big business
wing of recent years) represent a
positive development and an op-
portunity for workers and youth
who want to fight for a better future.

But for an opportunity to become
a step forward it must be grasped
with a realistic analysis of the politi-
cal and social situation. There isn’t
a single political force in the ‘No’
camp which could be a reference
point for those who really want to
change Italian society.

Fill the streets

The enthusiasm for the ‘No’ vote
could be used to begin a serious dis-
cussion about a political alternative
capable of filling the streets rather
than the voting stations.

Alternatively, it could be used to
sow the illusion that now that Renzi
has been kicked out our problems
are solved, that a new ‘centre-left’
can be reborn or that a victory for
the Five Star Movement at the next
general election could produce
what hasn’t been so far produced in
any of the municipalities controlled
by Grillo’s movement.

Obviously we are for the first
option.

Spain

Government forced
back by Student
Union mobilisations

Statement by Sindicato de
Estudiantes (Students Union),
Spain

Just days after the last general strike
that was called by the Sindicato de
Estudiantes against the “Revalidas
Fanquistas” (introduction of ma-
triculation), we have been proved
correct in what we always said -
struggle works.

Following a meeting between the
Ministry of Education and the rep-
resentatives of the autonomous re-
gions, the revalidas - proposed by
Wert, the former education minister
- have been abandoned. These reac-
tionary matriculation exams were
weighted to exclude working class
students progressing to university.

The new agreement assures that
simple completion of the Bachil-
lerato (equivalent to ‘A’ Levels) will
be treated in the same way as the
PAU (university entrance exam).

Exams

The revalidas exams, which were to
be sat at the end of the final year of
secondary school as well as primary
school, will no longer be obligatory
and not have any academic bear-
ing. The tests will merely be indica-
tive. In other words they will only be
introduced in some schools and as
indicative tests.

This agreement means we have
succeeded in defeating the Revali-
das Franquistas and in so doing
have prevented hundreds of thou-
sands of youth from being thrown
out of the classroom.

This victory is the fruit of a strug-
gle conducted by millions of stu-
dents over the last few years and
is due in particular to the historic
mass strikes of 24 October and 25
November called by the Sindicato
de Estudiantes.

These strikes emptied the
classrooms and filled
the streets in

protest against these unjust and
reactionary exams. The victory was
also achieved by the battle fought
by parents and teachers along-

side us - although some might be
tempted to claim victory them-
selves - such as those from PSOE
(the social democratic party) who
supported the formation of the new
government of Mariano Rajoy.

In reality the only reason the
right-wing PP government gave in
on this issue of strategic importance
to them was due to the mobilisa-
tions and struggles on the streets.

This is the first victory. Now the
battle continues with the aim of fin-
ishing off the LOMCE (education
reform) and ensuring that not one
comma of this Francoist counter-
reform remains.

We told the government and their
cronies - Cuidadanos (right-wing
Citizens party) and leaders of PSOE
- that we are aware of the signifi-
cance of this victory. We will not al-
low them to continue down the road
of cuts and attacks on state educa-
tion with their latest manoeuvres in
the form of the ‘Education Pact!

We told them that they would not
cheat us and that there would be no
pact should they refuse to recog-
nise and implement the demands
of those millions who have tire-
lessly struggled as part of the ‘Green
Surge’ (Marea Verde, a campaign
involving education workers against
cuts).

Their demands are: the return
of 7,000 million euros stolen from
the state education budget; the
re-employment of 32,000 sacked
teachers; the repeal of the LOMCE
and the 3+2 exams; no more state
funds to support religious and
private education.

Furthermore if they decide to
follow the road that they have tak-
enin the last fewyears, they should

be aware: We will again take
to the streets.

All‘J—str-ia

CWI Austria on a protest in defence of refugees photo CWI Austria

FAR RIGRT TEMPORARILY HALTED

Austria’s far-right Freedom Party
presidential candidate Norbert
Hofer failed to win the re-run elec-
tion against former Green leader Al-
exander Van der Bellen. The election
result in May, which Van der Bellen
won by less than one percentage
point, had been cancelled due to
declared technical irregularities.

This time he comfortably won
(53% of the vote) in a polarised elec-
tion, but the size of Hofer’s vote
(46%) means that the Freedom Par-
ty (currently the third largest party
in parliament) looks likely to make
substantial gains in the next general
election.

This is because of the failure of the
establishment parties’ “grand coali-
tion” to resolve the major economic
and social fears and questions fac-
ing many Austrians.

International picture
Like Trump in the US, or Marine
Le Pen’s far-right National Front
in France, or Farage and Ukip
in Britain, right-wing populist
politicians and parties have been
able to exploit an increasingly
politically disenfranchised working
class electorate by playing on
economic uncertainties and by
scapegoating refugees along with
religious and ethnic minorities.
Moreover, traditional parties, in
particular former workers’ parties,
have been unable to target society’s
real parasites - the capitalist class
and the profit system.

Instead they have simply gone
along with the austerity cuts de-
manded by the ruling classes while
bending the knee to the anti-mi-
grant propaganda of the far right.
The situation means the building
of an independent working class-
based anti-capitalist party as an al-
ternative to right-wing populism is
urgent.

One factor widely quoted in
Hofer’s defeat was his association
with other European far-right par-
ties’” anti-EU stance. However, it ap-

pears that many in Austria, at this
stage, do not wish to leave the EU.

However, no sooner had the
liberal establishment in Europe
breathed a sigh of relief over Aus-
tria’s presidential result then it was
left proverbially holding its head in
its hands with the trouncing of pro-
EU prime minister Matteo Renzi in
Italy’s constitutional referendum
(see opposite).

B Austrian CWI report on
socialistworld.net

Sudan: General strike In
deflance of regime

A three-day strike between 27-29
November shook the regime in Su-
dan. According to reports from ac-
tivists and supporters of the CWI
in Sudan, universities, schools,
market places, public transport
and many private businesses, ca-
fes, shops and restaurants were
closed.

In the face of open threats is-
sued by the autocrat Omar al-Ba-
shir, and the intimidation tactics
of his notorious security forces,
this nationwide shutdown was a
remarkable success.

The proverbial straw that broke
the camel’s back was the new cuts

in state subsidies (a 30% hike in
fuel and electricity prices) an-
nounced by the government on 3
November, which for many poor
Sudanese represented a vital life-
line, and separated them from
starvation and disease.

A majority of the Sudanese peo-
ple are absolutely fed up with the
corrupt and brutal 27 year-long
rule of al-Bashir. The overthrow
of this regime should be the order
of the day, which could be greatly
assisted by a new, well-prepared
mass general strike.

H See article on
socialistworld.net
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[What we stand t‘orj

The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts
and transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must
be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.

Our demands include:

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions.

M No to privatisation and the Private
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise
all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and

run them under accountable,
democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers
and users.

M Free, publicly run, good quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘free schools’!

M A socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs - free at the
point of use and under democratic
control. Kick out private contractors!
B Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building
programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally
sustainable basis, to provide good
quality homes with low rents.

ENVIRONMENT

M Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy and into ending the problems
of early obsolescence and un-
recycled waste.

M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.

B A democratically planned, low-fare,
publicly owned transport system,

as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS

M Oppose discrimination on the
grounds of race, gender, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of
prejudice.

M Repeal all laws that trample over
civil liberties. For the right to protest!
End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman'’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

M For a mass workers’ party drawing
together workers, young people

and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate
step towards a real living wage. For
an annual increase in the minimum
wage linked to average earnings.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers
to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

M An immediate 50% increase in the
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union

laws! For fighting trade unions,
democratically controlled by their
members. Full-time union officials to
be regularly elected and receive no
more than a worker’s wage. Support
the National Shop Stewards Network.
B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay.

SOCIALISM AND
INTERNATIONALISM

B No to imperialist wars and
occupations.

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public
ownership the top 150 companies
and the banking system that
dominate the British economy, and
run them under democratic working
class control and management.
Compensation to be paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of
the overwhelming majority of people,
and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

M No to the bosses’ neoliberal
European Union! For a socialist
Europe and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! ‘

www.socialistparty.org.uk

Join the Socialists! . " \l-
02089888777 R "

@Socialist_party € Text 07761 818206 i /CWISocialistParty 4 y
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BREKIT

Steve Score
East Midlands Socialist Party
secretary

tsunami of opposi-
tion to the estab-
lishment has trav-
elled the world”
This description
was used by a BBC presenter after
the referendum result in Italy on 4
December (see page 14) that forced
out their prime minister, Renzi. It
was part of a process of revolt that

included Trump’s vote in the US
and the EU referendum in Britain.

The anger felt by millions of
working class people at the decima-
tion of their living standards, jobs
and services has searched for an
outlet, and over many years there
hasn’t been a mass socialist alter-
native to channel it.

The Socialist Party predicted that
the EU referendum would be used
by many as a weapon against the
Tory government. No wonder many
of those people are suspicious of
the motives of politicians who may

seek to undermine or delay the en-
actment of the referendum result.
This is not just restricted to the rab-
id right-wing press.

Supreme Court
The Supreme Court deliberations
(with a judgement expected in Janu-
ary) on whether the government
alone can trigger article 50 and nego-
tiate on national treaties, or whether
it has to go before parliament, are
viewed in that light by many people.
On the other hand, the decisions
shouldn'’t be left to the Tories! They
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fear splits in their own party and
defeat in parliament, creating a cri-
sis that could even force an early
general election.

Corbyn’s Labour has to go on the
attack and push for a working class
alternative in the move towards
Brexit. The EU represents the inter-
ests of big business. It has imposed
rules that undermine wages and
conditions of workers, block social-
ist measures of nationalisation and
enforce austerity, privatisation and
cuts in services.

Corbyn should put forward a

97%771366"362103

positive plan for a solution to the
problems working class people
face, replacing the EU’s rules with
an increase in public spending on
health, housing and education, an
end to privatisation and protection
of workers’ rights, pay and condi-
tions. This has to be backed up by
action from the trade unions.

On that basis the workers’ move-
ment in Britain can link up with
workers in Italy, Greece and across
Europe who want to fight back and
build a real opposition to capital-
ism internationally.
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