£1/£2 e

Issue 930
5-11 January 2017

> Pages 5-8

Perspectives for 2017

B Upheaval and fightback will continue,
by Socialist Party general secretary Peter Taaffe

e,

%
\

. Paul Callanan
London Socialist Party

hristmas has
come late as
far as Britain’s
rail providers
are concerned. Rail fares
are set for yet another
increase, this time by an
average of 2.3%.
Protests have taken place at sta-
tions across Britain against rip-off

fare hikes.
And further strikes are due by

workers on Southern Rail, as well
as staff in London Underground
ticket offices.

The price rise, which comes at a
time when wages are stagnating,
will mean that on average 14% of
pay is going on rail fares. Com-
muters into London pay on aver-
age £387 a month. In Paris and
Rome, this figure is just £61.

Still, at least all that money is
going where it’s needed - isn’t
it? Year on year we are told the
money is spent on improving rail
infrastructure.

That’s why we can all enjoy jour-
neys on overcrowded trains. Cosy.
And vintage rolling stock too. Brit-

AN Tl W

ain’s trains are - on average - 20
years old.

If you travel on Northern Rail,
you can save yourself the bother of
showering before you go out. The
carriages are notorious for leaking
windows and vestibules.

Bosses’ pay
The executives are doing all right
though. Private train operators
have taken a staggering £3.5 bil-
lion for (mis)running Britain’s
railways over the past ten years.
This means we have been able
to reward people like National
Express chief exec Dean Finch,
and Sir Brian Souter, Stagecoach
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founder, who received £3.3 mil-
lion and £17 million respectively.

The most richly deserved re-
ward, of course, went to Go Ahead
chief exec David Brown, who re-
ceived £1.3 million. Go Ahead is
parent company of beleaguered
operator Southern.

Southern has decided to do
away with passenger safety, and
attack workers’ jobs, by getting
rid of guards on trains. All good,
unless you are unlucky enough
to have an accident boarding the
train, or are a disabled person
needing access.

While drivers and guards rightly
struck against these attacks over
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Christmas, Southern is still receiv-
ing £50 million of taxpayers’ mon-
ey! In truth, this is payment by the
government to break the power of
the transport unions - in particu-
lar the militant RMT, which repre-
sents guards.

The railways must be taken into
public hands, under the demo-
cratic control of workers and com-
muters, to end the chaos that cur-
rently blights the system.

The Socialist Party calls for
the joining up of workers’ and
commuters’ campaigns into a
mass struggle for a transit network
that works for the millions, not the
millionaires.
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Drug thugs

Another drugs company
could face punishment after
an apparent 12,000% price
hike.

Actavis raised the price of a
pack of hydrocortisone from
70p in April 2008 to £88 by
March 2016. The life-saving
chemical treats a wide range
of conditions. Only last month,
the Competition and Markets
Authority fined pharmaceuti-
cal giant Pfizer for similar NHS
profiteering.

The Socialist welcomes this
crackdown. But as any good
doctor will tell you, it's no good
treating the symptoms and not
the cause.

Nationalise big pharma
under democratic workers’
control and management.
Then the NHS can control
prices and save billions, as
well as planning research and
production for need, not profit.
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Cetascam

The government is pressing
ahead with hush-hush free-
trade deal ‘Ceta’, which will
further entrench privatisation
and anti-worker practices.

Ceta stands for ‘EU-Canada
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement. It is the
Canadian equivalent of the
EU-United States TTIP' deal.
Both could allow corporations
to sue states in secret courts in
disputes over losing opportu-
nities to make profits.

TTIP has largely fallen
through - not least due to
Britain’s vote to leave the EU.
But it seems International
Trade Secretary Liam Fox has
already signed us up to Ceta,
without discussion, Brexit or
no. Multinationals stymied by
TTIP's failure could now work
through Canada instead.

The Socialist says no to
these privatisers’ charters.
Scrap the bosses' free-market
treaties, and bring public ser-
vices and major corporations
into public ownership.
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Helen Pattison
Youth Fight for Jobs

arrods is the latest in a
long line of employers
that has been outed for
stealing staff’s tips.
Customers have
been paying tips expecting the
money to go to the department
store’s restaurant workers, but it has
instead been lining the pockets of
Harrods’ owners. Restaurants Pizza
Express, Strada and Zizzi are just
some of the others who have been
taking a cut of tips.

Customers

Unite the Union launched a cam-
paign against Pizza Express last
year. The firm was stealing part of
tips paid by card.

Trade unionists made appeals
to customers in the restaurants to
leave any tips in cash to ensure it
went to staff, and Pizza Express has
since changed its policy.

Now the United Voices of the

[IPS!

World trade union is taking on Har-
rods for retaining 75% of tips. This
amounts to as much as £5,000 for
each member of staff.

Every hospitality and catering
worker has their own stories from
the industry. When I worked for a
pub chain, our tips would be confis-
cated to make up any discretion in
the tills.

Last year when the Tories intro-
duced a new minimum wage - the
wrongly named ‘national living
wage’ - Eat and Café Nero attacked
their workers’ terms and conditions
to claw back the meagre increase in
pay.

The only way to stop these attacks
and unfair treatment is for restau-
rant staff to get organised and join a
union. 2016 saw a mini-wave of low-
paid workers fighting in this way,
from cleaners at the London School
of Economics and John Lewis, to the
Deliveroo couriers’ strike victory
against wage cuts.

These workers have shown that if
we fight, we can win against unscru-
pulous employers.

—— L
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Tories want donors
to ‘defeat rise of

soclalism’

James lvens

The Tories are advertising for regu-
lar donations to “defeat the rise of
socialism.”

Their ‘Club 2020’ seeks “busi-
ness professionals alarmed by
Labour’s left-wing rhetoric” and
“army of far left-wing support-
ers” Apparently Labour wants to
“abolish our armed forces” and has
“openly sympathised with terrorist
groups.”

Presumably Club 2020 also offers
to check under its members’ beds.

Trade unions

Tory donor clubs exist because “un-
like Labour, the Conservative Party
is not funded by the trade unions.”
Instead, it offers the super-rich and
their flunkies the chance to buy in-
fluence over policy.

At just £50 a month, Club 2020
donors are the undergrowth of Tory
patronage. But they can still find
themselves “meeting the party’s key
politicians at two Club 2020 events

Like Socialist

Party on
Facebook

.m Have you gOt news fOl“ uS? DEADLINE: Friday before publication date - urgent news: Monday
10208988 8777 editors@socialistparty.org.uk w» @socialistpaper

every year” On the club’s founding
in 2015, the Daily Mail suggested
this included Philip Hammond,
then foreign secretary.

Perhaps you would like influence
over top Tories? There’s a range of
options.

‘Fastrack’ for young profession-
als is £300 a year; the ‘Front Bench
Club’ is £5,000. Members of the
£50,000 ‘Leader’s Group’ get direct
access to the prime minister at pri-
vate dinners.

At least the Tories are honest
about this set-up. For all their mil-
lions in affiliation fees, Labour’s
structures give the unions almost no
influence on policy.

Meanwhile, Labour’s Blairite right
is always eager to hand peerages to
leading business donors, just like
the Tories. Labour has donors’ clubs
too.

Are you sick of the capitalists’ cro-
ny politics? The Socialist Party has
no big business backers. We fight for
the working class - and decide pol-
icy democratically, not by auction.

Donate today to help realise the
Tories’ nightmare of the rise of
socialism.

M Visit socialistparty.org.uk/
donate
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B0SSES PAY GOES UP
6Y 827 FUR NOTHING
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Mark Best
Hackney Socialist Party

Chief executives’ pay in Britain’s
top 250 companies increased by an
average of 82% between 2003 and
2014.

They're paid on average £1.9 mil-
lion, up from around £1 million
in 2003, according to research by
Lancaster University Management
School.

What has this rise achieved? The
study found “a material disconnect
between pay and fundamental val-
ue generation.” So nothing.

And top bosses at Sky are look-
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ing at starting their year off with a
nice bonus from Rupert Murdoch’s
planned take-over by 21st Century
Fox. Chief executive Jeremy Dar-
roch and finance chief Andrew Grif-
fith are looking at whopping payouts
of £24.5 million and £13.7 million
pounds respectively!

While we're squeezed by in-
creased travel and housing prices,
often stuck in precarious jobs on
poverty pay, those at the top aren’t
just sitting comfortably, they're get-
ting more comfortable every day.

Blue chip company bosses were
paid an average of 47 times more
than their employees in 1998. In
2014 that had risen to 130 times!

We need to fight this unfair, une-
qual system. Fight for a £10 an hour
minimum wage for all. Fight for an
end to zero-hour contracts, and the
profit-driven race to the bottom for
workers’ wages while executives
race to the top.

This means kicking out the fat cats
who are creaming money off the
backs of workers. We need to take
the wealth that’s there in society
into democratic public ownership,
starting with the banks and top 150
corporations.

From this we would be able to run
society based on planning what’s
good for the working class, not the
bosses’ profits.

B Northern Ireland

‘Cash for ash’ scam shows need
for non-sectarian, socialist politics

Dave Carr

A scandal surrounding the ‘renew-
able heat incentive’ or ‘cash for ash’
scheme has exposed the rottenness
of the political establishment in
Northern Ireland.

The scheme was put in place by
First Minister Arlene Foster of
the Democratic Unionist Party
in 2012 to encourage businesses
to move from using fossil fuels
to biomass-burning heating
systems.

In practice it amounted to an
enormous cash cow for any ‘en-
trepreneur, which in some cas-
es led to heating empty sheds,
barns or factories to obtain
grants.

The Department for the
Economy estimates that cash

incentives to businesses will
cost the public purse a stagger-
ing £490 million. The Northern
Ireland Audit Office says it could
eventually cost over £1 billion.

Cross-Community Labour
Alternative - an electoral ini-
tiative between trade union-

\ ists and the Socialist Party -

has pointed out that “42% of
people in Northern Ireland
live in fuel poverty and it is
much higher among elderly
households.

“13,000 are using food-
banks and politicians do
nothing, yet public money
will pay for the heating of
the Northern Ireland Fer-
rari showroom for the next 20

years.”
Before Christmas, Fos-
ter, who refuses to resign,

survived a no-confidence vote in
the assembly. It did not secure the
required level of cross-party sup-
port laid down in the Good Friday
power-sharing agreement.

Irish nationalist party Sinn Fein
- while warning the scandal threat-
ens to bring down the executive, of
which it is a part - softened its po-
sition on demanding a full public
inquiry.

Labour Alternative points out
that “politics in Stormont [home
to Northern Ireland’s assembly] is
dominated by right-wing and sec-
tarian parties and people know it - a
recent opinion poll shows only 28%
of people trust Stormont politicians.

“Labour Alternative stands for
building a new party that can genu-
inely challenge corruption and rep-
resent the interests of ordinary peo-
ple, not special business interests.”

.\ News

B MP’s property empire

A Tory MP has collected over £25
million of property in the past year
and a half.

Nadhim Zahawi’s purchases
included a six-floor townhouse in
swanky Belgravia. He also bought
the land occupied by two London
bank branches, a WH Smith’s, and
a former celebrity restaurant in
Brighton.

Zahawi will earn hundreds of
thousands a year in rent on top
of his generous MP’s wages. He
also gets £20,125 a month from
his directorship at Gulf Keystone,
a UK-based oil company drilling in
Kurdistan.

The millionaire YouGov founder
has applied for planning permission
on his Belgravia acquisition. He
wants the three flats knocked
through into one huge home. And
a basement extension. And a
swimming pool.

The Socialist can only imagine
the pool will go in the basement,
filled with all his cash, so he can
dive into it from a height like
Scrooge McDuck. That would
explain why he needs the full six
storeys.

1,258%

Representative APR
on a Smart-Pig.com
Christmas loan

Have you got news
for ‘the fishes? Email
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

£25m

One Tory MP’s spend
on new property in
the last 18 months

B Christmas loan sharks

Loan shark Smart-Pig.com made a
special bid to ensnare young people
with high-interest borrowing this
Christmas.

The lender for students emailed
round on 20 December. “We
understand how hard it can be to
juggle those expenses, especially
near to Christmas!

“Therefore, we're just writing to
say that you have up to £350 which
you can apply for should you need a
little help during this period.”

Well shucks, Smart-Pig.com, we
didn’t know you cared! It's a real
Christmas miracle, just like in ‘It's a
Wonderful Life’.

Except, of course, the whip-
round in It's a Wonderful Life came
without strings. Smart-Pig.com can’t
run a business on warm fuzzies. So
instead it charges a very reasonable
1,258% yearly interest and fees.
Thanks to Mary Finch
for the Smart-Pig scoop

-

Join the fightback!
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h Workplace

Christmas Post
Office strike
against cuts
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Carl Harper
Peterborough Socialist Party and
CWU member

Up to 3,500 Communication Workers
Union (CWU) members across 300
Post Offices took five days of strike
action in the run up to Christmas.

The CWU leadership had offered
to suspend the strike in exchange
for a suspension of the company’s
Post Office closure and franchising
scheme to allow negotiations to take
place.

The company’s refusal indicates
that it is prepared to carry on with
the scheme and it is right that this is
met with industrial action.

The scheme is an attack on job se-
curity and pensions in a programme
of cuts which includes a further
2,000 job losses, the loss of thou-
sands of pounds in retirement pay
and the ultimate privatisation of its

B

In Leeds strikers told Socialist Party member lain Dalton: “This started

CWU general secretary

\w/ Dave Ward (with :

megaphone) addresses |

the London strike rally,

= supported by the NSSN and

Socialist Party members
photo Paula Mitchell |
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‘flagship branches!

The Post Office is continuing to
attack the network and supply chain
and in closing down the pension
scheme is effectively stealing mon-
ey workers have built up over many
years of service. This is despite there
being a surplus of over £130 million
- making it one of the best funded
pension schemes in the country!

Robust

With similar cuts being made across
Royal Mail there is a desperate need
for the CWU to be robust in its ne-
gotiations, protecting all terms and
conditions.

Coordinated action in defence of
jobs, pay and terms and conditions
right across the industry is needed
and this should be linked up with
other unions and workers working
in the courier companies, many of
whom now face precarious and ex-
ploitative employment.
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almost 40 years ago when Thatcher got in, and it carried on under Blair.”
There was worry about what jobs would remain as more Post Offices

are closed and transferred into other shops. While some staff have
transferred, their jobs are only guaranteed for a year on two. Meanwhile
new starters fare much worse: “They’re on zero-hour contracts, and on

minimum wage.”

WHY PRIS
PAY AND PE

A prison officer

Now that the offer on pay and pen-
sions for prison officers has been
overwhelmingly rejected by the
POA union of prison officers and
allied workers, the government and
its media lackeys will no doubt do
all they can to paint POA members
as greedy money grabbers.

This is their tried and tested
method of breaking public support
for unions in dispute. Yet here is
the truth surrounding the deal - the
guaranteed three year pay deal of
0.5-1% a year is a fallacy as neither
the government nor the national
offender management service have
the power to implement this.

IN OFFICE

INS DEAL

Since prison officers’ right to
strike was removed in 1994, an ‘in-
dependent’ pay review body was
appointed to award prison staff any
increase in wages. Each year the
employer and union make submis-
sions to the pay review body to be
considered.

This aspect of the deal was simply
a promise from the employer that
its submissions would reflect this
agreement.

Fallacy

Also the claim of a guaranteed re-
tirement age of 65 is a fallacy. This
was simply a promise that prison
officers could retire at the state pen-
sion age minus three years. If the
state pension age goes up, then so
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does prison officer retirement.

Most prison officers had a con-
tracted retirement age of 60 prior to
the civil service pension reform and
rightly deserve to retire at 60 as our
colleagues in the police and fire ser-
vice do.

Most importantly this deal was
only offered in the hope that the
POA would fully accept the latest
prison reforms which in essence
would mean the ‘academisation’ of
the prison service.

Finally, the POA national execu-
tive committee did not “approve” or
“recommend” this offer.

It simply acknowledged that it
was the best that could be achieved
through negotiations. Read between
the lines!

JPPORT
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STUREROL

Brian Debus
Hackney Socialist Party

Dozens of Picturehouse cinema
workers in Hackney, north-east
London, took five days of strike for
a living wage in December, followed
by further action on New Year’s Day.
On the previous days of strike
action Picturehouse management
had been forced to close the cinema
down butin December they brought
in managers from as far as field as
Oxford to try to break the strike.
They had also served a threaten-
ing legal letter to Bectu, the workers’
trade union, to restrict the picket line
to six members and force the other
strikers onto the other side of the
road. Management normally only
employ one security person, but on
each strike day they had four and
were paying them up to £20 an hour.

- OIRIKERS

Money is no problem for parent
company Cineworld, who made a
£83.8 million profit in 2015, except
when it comes to increasing its
workers’ wages by 98p an hour to
match the London Living Wage of
£9.75 an hour.

This did not prevent the mainly
young workers from creating a lively
protest. With a percussion band,
music, megaphoned chanting,
dancing and mass leafletting of the
public, they definitely caused a stir.

With the launch of the new Star
Wars movie (see page 10) an ap-
propriate placard on the picket line
said: “Don’t cross over to the dark
side”

Many potential patrons turned
round at the picket line and went
elsewhere, and many more with
pre-booked tickets went inside and
claimed a refund and came back out
to congratulations from the pickets.
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017: UPHEAVAL X -
L WILL CONTINUE®

DEPORTATIONS!
\CK LIVES MATTER!
FEND WORKER'S AND
JMEN'S RIGHTS!

Peter Taaffe
Socialist Party general secretary

016 was the year when
the pent-up anger of
the masses worldwide
finally spilled over in
a series of political
earthquakes - a delayed reac-
tion to the devastating world
economic crisis of 2007-08. And
tremors are still being felt, with
serious aftershocks - if not new
earthquakes - expected in 2017.

The changed situation was
dramatically illustrated by Brex-
it, with repercussions not just in
Europe but worldwide. At bot-
tom, this reflected a working
class revolt against the austerity
programme both of the British
Tory government and the pred-
atory capitalist EU.

The Socialist Party has con-
sistently opposed the capitalist,
imperialist EU from its origins
and therefore called for a leave
vote in the referendum, along

AND FIGHTBACK %2
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with the transport workers’ un-
ion the RMT and many others.

Moreover, it was striking that
those who had suffered under
the iron heel of the EU - the
Greek, Spanish, Portuguese and
Italian workers - hailed Brexit,
which they saw as striking a de-
cisive blow against their mortal
enemies, the gang of EU robber
capitalists.

Fight the right

We also fought against the cor-
rosive nationalism of Ukip and
other reactionary forces who at-
tempted to seize hold of Brexit
as a means of dividing workers
against one another. We will
stay implacably opposed to the
neoliberal EU while at the same
time proposing a class and so-
cialist alternative: no to the EU,
yes to a socialist confederation
of Europe.

It is no exaggeration to say
that the leave vote resounded
throughout the world. How dare
the ignorant untutored masses

defy their rulers, reasoned an
army of capitalist commentators!

The leave vote upended the
Tory cabinet and Cameron
was soon consigned to history.
Absolute turmoil has ensued,
which continues into 2017,
plunging the Tory party under
Theresa May into an endemic
crisis. The capitalist media con-
stantly harps on the split within
Labour but from the medium
and long-term perspectives, the
divisions within the Tory party
are much more serious.

A schism within the Tory par-
ty, like that over the Corn Laws
in the first half of the nineteenth
century, is entirely possible.
This saw the Tory party out of
power for generations.

In Italy, Renzi has followed
Cameron, after a stunning 60%
to 40% rejection of his own un-
democratic referendum, which
sought to consolidate his aus-
terity regime.

But the far right in Europe is
still on the march, having been

given a lift by the victory of
Trump in the US presidential
elections. Although the Austrian
far right failed to win the re-run
presidential election.

It is not even excluded that at
a certain stage some countries
- Austria, France, the Nether-
lands and possibly also Italy
- could repeat the successes of
the far right in Eastern Europe,
participating in right-wing coa-
lition governments.

Failure
It is the transparent failure of
right-wing social democracy
in Spain, Greece, Portugal and
Britain - trapped within the
framework of diseased capital-
ism and consequently presiding
over savage cuts, eye watering
poverty, mass unemployment
etc - which has provided this op-
portunity for the right to emerge
and threaten past conquests of
the working class.

They believe that they have
been given a huge comfort

Feature *

Anti-Trump protesters
in Seattle photo SA

-

blanket by the victory of Don-
ald Trump in the US elections.
There are even some on the left
who believe that a ‘festival of re-
action’ will follow.

Nothing of the kind is likely
or possible. Without in any way
minimising the threat from the
right - which should be fought
- the relationship of class forces
is still decisively in favour of the
working class and its organisa-
tions, although weakened. The
fascists could not successfully
use today the methods of Hitler
or Mussolini, the mobilisation
of mass middle class forces to
terrorise and atomise the work-
ing class.

Coming to power - even par-
tially sharing power in a right-
wing, conservative govern-
ment - would act like a crack of
thunder to awaken the working
class and particularly the youth
into ferocious resistance to such
governments and the measures

m Continued on next page
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that they would undertake.

Witness the marvellous resist-
ance of Polish women to the at-
tempt to restrict abortion rights.
Other powerful mass women’s
movements have developed in
Ireland against strict abortion
laws, in Argentina against vile at-
tacks on women, and in Turkey
against attempts to legitimise
rape.

Look also at the mass re-
sistance that erupted against
Trump’s fraudulent victory in
cities in the US, in some cases
led by our co-thinkers in Social-
ist Alternative. It is expected that
mass demonstrations in the US
and worldwide will take place on
20 January at Trump’s inaugura-
tion. This is just a little payment
on account for the mass working
class resistance he is likely to en-
counter in the next years.

Moreover, such right-wing
governments with far-right par-
ticipation would pave the way for
a massive swing towards the left
among the working class, which
would be reflected in the la-
bour movement. This will act to
further discredit the right-wing
social democrats, who through
their failure have paved the way
for the right’s re-emergence.

The truth is class radicalisation
overwhelmingly predominates
worldwide. This was shown in
the 180 million Indian workers
who demonstrated their power
in a mighty general strike against
the right-wing Modi regime in
September 2016.

Unprecedented mass move-
ments have also a broken out in
South Korea, which are likely to
force the president out on cor-
ruption charges.

Middle East

Of course, this has to be balanced
against the horrific intractable
crisis in the Middle East with its
countless victims - a monument
to the endless horrors to which
humankind will suffer on the ba-
sis of outmoded capitalism.

The war in Syria has lasted
longer than World War One, and

moreover there is an element of
that situation in the present con-
flict with its mutual slaughter.
Leon Trotsky remarked in rela-
tion to the pre-1914 Balkan war:
“Our descendants... will spread
their hands in horror when they
learn from history books about
the methods by which capitalist
peoples settled their disputes.”

If nothing else, the Syrian war
has demonstrated beyond all
doubt that none of the capital-
ist powers - the US, Russia, the
European Union - can provide a
solution to the myriad national
conflicts within the region.

Indeed, imperialism in all its
guises - British, French, US - is
the author of the present divi-
sive patchwork divide-and-rule
tactics on a massive scale, un-
democratically stitched together
when these imperialist powers
were forced to retreat from direct
domination of the region in the
post-1945 situation.

A representative of the Brit-
ish spy agency MI6 recently ap-
peared on British television and
had the effrontery to quote from
the Roman historian Tacitus -
“You create a desolation and call
itpeace” - while attacking Putin’s
Russia! If so, then Putin learnt
well in the school of the Brit-
ish ruling class and MI6. They
were the first to pursue a bloody
divide-and-rule policy, to carve
out their empire upon which the
‘sun would never set’

Only the decisive intervention
of the working class and poor in
the Middle East region, through
a programme of class unity and
socialism on the basis of a demo-
cratic confederation, can put an
end to this horror once and for
all. The first step towards this
would be the development of an
independent political voice for
the masses.

But in the meantime the cata-
strophic situation which has be-
set all countries in the Middle
East will continue. The alleged
coup in Turkey has led to an
even bigger and more effective
right-wing counter-coup led by
Turkish President Erdogan him-
self. Over 100,000 public sector
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If nothmg else, the Syrian war has

_demonstrated beyond all doubt tha

none of the capitalist powers can _
prowde a solutlon to the myrlad -

workers have been dismissed;
there has been a clampdown on
the media and suppression of
democratic rights. Only by de-
termined struggle, and a vision
of a new humane, socialist soci-
ety, will the forces of the right be
pushed back.

Donald Trump

Nowhere is that more neces-
sary than in the US following the
victory of the right-wing dema-
gogic populist Donald Trump,
who lied and cheated his way to
power by pretending to cham-
pion the ‘working class. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

He lacks any real ‘legitimacy’
for his right-wing programme.
While he won the Electoral Col-
lege, he was decisively beaten in
the ‘popular vote’ by 2.6 million,
receiving fewer votes even than
the last defeated Republican
presidential candidates Rom-
ney and McCain, and George W
Bush when he won.

Within a matter of weeks -
and without being installed yet
as president - he has shredded
most of his promises. His pro-
posed government, true to form,
is stuffed with billionaires, rep-
resentative not of ‘Main Street’
but of Wall Street, which he de-
nounced during the election
campaign.

He is recruiting heavily from
Goldman Sachs, which after the

crash of 2007-08 was described
by Rolling Stone magazine as “a
great vampire squid wrapped
around the face of humanity”. Its
tentacles are poised to try and
further strangle working people
in the cause of Trump’s pro-big
business agenda.

The trade unions face a mas-
sive challenge as he seeks to em-
ulate Ronald Reagan in rolling
out so-called ‘right to work’ leg-
islation to weaken them. He will
seek to reward Wall Street sharks
who supported him by ruthless
measures like privatisation and
sackings, particularly of public
sector workers.

Infrastructure and jobs
He hopes to soften the blatant
pro-billionaire agenda by bor-
rowing from capitalist econo-
mist Keynes with a promise to
increase government spending
of at least $1 trillion on the US’s
collapsing infrastructure.

However, as welcome as any
new jobs would be in restoring
the confidence of the US work-
ing class to fight back against
the bosses and providing the
unemployed with work, never-
theless these would not replace
the high paid secure jobs which
have been lost in the massive de-
industrialisation of the US.

An estimated 70,000 factories
in the US disappeared during
this process, never to return on
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the basis of capitalism. Since
2010 something like 15 million
new jobs were generated in the
US but these have been over-
whelmingly low paid and in-
secure, many the equivalent of
the hated zero-hour contracts in
Britain.

Moreover, the US is already
saddled with colossal debt - gov-
ernment, corporate and person-
al - which is the main reason why
enfeebled US and world capital-
ism has been able to still stagger
on.

But will even a Republican
congress ratify big increases in
public spending, without any
overall economic growth and
ratcheting up even more debt?
Top US tax expert and Congress-
man Ken Brady has declared:
“The greatest threat to our pros-
perity long term is our growing
national debt.”

On the basis of capitalism,
particularly the parasitic kind
which Trump represents, a re-
turn to a ‘golden age’ when to-

e
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Thé-war in Syria has rage_d-

Sanders’ call for a political revo-
lution drew mass support from
discontented workers and young
people and in turn terrified the
pro-capitalist Democratic Party
establishment.

When he was denied victory in
the primaries by the manoeuvres
of the pro-Clinton Democratic
establishment, Bernie made a
big mistake in not taking to the
open road and establishing a
new party. He had successfully
appealed to the same impover-
ished and discontented layers
of workers and young people to
whom Trump was also pitching
his message.

If he had stood for the presi-
dency, then if not beating
Trump, he would have at least
attracted sufficient support to
have allowed for the possibil-
ity of Hillary Clinton coming to
power. This would have been the
ideal scenario for the prospects
of the further political awaken-
ing of the American
working class and p

for six yers
photo Zyzzzzzy/Creative Commons B
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ry - could have created the base
for the emergence of a new mass
workers’ party. Given the eco-
nomic catastrophe of US capital-
ism and the desperation of the
masses for an alternative, a new
mass movement for socialism
would have taken shape.

The election of Trump - the
whip of counter-revolution - will
not halt but ultimately spur on
this process. There are features
present in the current situation
reminiscent of the explosive
years in the 1960s and 70s. So-
cialism is an idea which has al-
ready captured the imagination
of the new generation of workers
and young people.

Socialism in the US
‘Trotsky in New York 1917’ - part
of the avalanche of new books
in preparation for the hun-
dredth anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution this year - while
inaccurate about Trotsky’s
real political views, neverthe-
less provides valuable insights
about the powerful attraction
for the American masses of so-
cialism and its leading interna-
tional figures then.

We are informed that “at least
six New York newspapers with
more than half a million readers
would announce Trotsky’s arriv-
al in the city. Three put the story
on the front page” There was a
vibrant socialist movement and
Eugene Debs had stood as a So-
cialist Party candidate in every
presidential election since 1900,
receiving over one million votes
in 1912, the equivalent of six mil-
lion today.

Those traditions will be re-
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American speed and elan. The
success of our US co-thinkers,
with the spectacular growth of
Socialist Alternative and the
election of the first socialist
councillor in 100 years in Seattle
- Kshama Sawant - is a measure
of the changes wrought in the
heartland of world capitalism.

As is the success of the school
student union in Spain, which
chalked up a big national victory
against the PP government - the
first in five years - when it suc-
cessfully mobilised two million
school students in a national
strike which compelled the gov-
ernment to withdraw its attacks
on education.

The political force behind
this victory, the Spanish Marx-
ist organisation Izquierda Rev-
olucionaria, is in the process
of linking up with the Commit-
tee for a Workers' International
(CWI), which represents a great
strengthening of the genuine
forces of Marxism internation-
ally. This will undoubtedly act as
amagnet for other Marxist forces
to come together with us to con-
front capitalism and its agents
within the workers’ movement.

Warnings

Never has this been more neces-
sary. Even the representatives of
the capitalist system, like Mark
Carney, governor of the Bank
of England, have warned the
class they represent of the in-
herent dangers arising from the
current crisis. Carney warned
of the worst crisis for over 100
years with the UK “suffering its
first lost decade since the 1860s’,
when Karl Marx was alive.

day appeared to be better than the youth. vived, alongside those of the He repeatedly referred to the
yesterday, and tomorrow would A Clinton monumental class battles of the sense of insecurity and frustra-
certainly be better, is over. The Democrat ad- 1930s. American capitalism’s tions with global trade and tech-
60% of the US population who ministration, colossal wealth and power al- nology, which has favoured “the
now consider themselves worse which would lowed it to soften class relations superstar and the lucky... But
off than before signifies this. have been in the post-1945 situation. Its what of the frustrated and fright-

Bernie Sanders

Hence the explosive develop-
ments in the US with the rise of
the Bernie Sanders movement.

tested to de-
struction - much

as the Liberal Party
in Britain was at the
turn of the 20th centu-

relative economic decline has
now sharpened these divisions,
which will be further deepened
by Trump.

And this will develop with

ened?” He denounced “inequal-
ity” as well as the banks who had
been, according to him, working

m Continued on next page

Spanish students strike against
—_— attacks on education and show
solidarity with protesters in

Ireland photo SE Commons
oY S

Bernie Sanders photo Gage
Skidmore/Creative Commons
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in a “heads I win, tails you lose
bubble”.

Its intent was to warn the
bosses who Carney represents
of the incendiary economic and
social situation in Britain which
threatens to blow the system
apart. And the examples which
he uses are damning indict-
ments of British capitalism, as
well as an indication of further
seismic events to come.

More than a fifth of the UK’s
population - almost 14 million
people - is below the official
yardstick for calculating pov-
erty, according to the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation. That in-
cludes 4.8 million adults and
2.6 million children in poverty
despite living in a working fam-
ily. The numbers in this category
grew by over a million in the last
decade, symbolising the inexo-
rable impoverishment of broad
swathes of the British people.

Stories now creep into the
press of how those who come
from the middle class can now
rapidly sink into a desperate
situation. From having a job,
to no job, therefore no income,
then being incapable of paying
the rent and ultimately ending
up on the streets.

The wheel of progress has
gone into rapid reverse towards
barbarism, with some homeless
people now found to be living in
caves in Wales!

Jeremy Corbyn

It was these conditions - aris-
ing from the complete failure of
traditional ‘social democracy’
trapped within the framework
of outmoded capitalism to pro-
vide an answer - which lit the
flame of populist revolt symbol-
ised in Britain through the mass
movement gathered around Jer-
emy Corbyn.

And yet 18 months after this
- and with the crushing defeat
of two right-wing Blairite coups
- his campaign has now stalled.
Jeremy himself seems to be
missing in action. Why?

Because a policy of ‘peaceful
coexistence’ during a civil war,
which has existed in the Labour
Party and the labour movement
from the very first day that Jere-
my was elected, has been adopt-
ed by his closest supporters in
the leadership of Momentum.

It is potentially fatal for his
leadership prospects and the
mass anti-austerity movement
around him. This has been suc-
cessfully urged on him by his
closest advisers in Momentum.

There is an element of dual
power in the Labour Party at
the moment. The right controls
the Parliamentary Labour Party
- mainly the unreconstructed
Labour right, who display their
opposition and contempt for
Corbyn and his allies on a daily
basis.

These ‘Labour’ MPs are un-
mistakably in the camp of the
bosses. This was illustrated by

Chris Evans, MP for Islwyn - one
of the poorest constituencies in
South Wales - seeing himself as
the ‘voice’ of the parasitic hedge
funds rather than the working
class, and proposing a parlia-
mentary liaison committee with
these City of London creatures.

This right-wing MP is pre-
pared to get into bed with the
financial spivs, who create noth-
ing and who treat factories and
workplaces as ‘assets’ that can
be gambled away on the stock
exchange.

They are the sworn enemy
of working people and yet this
alleged representative of the
workers of South Wales seeks
the participation of corrupt,
parasitic swindlers who are
shunned by even ‘respectable’
capitalists.

This shows just how politi-
cally corrupt large swathes of
the Parliamentary Labour Party
are - the sooner they are driven
out the better. The Labour right
have played for time, while the
left has dithered and refused to
conduct a real struggle, there-
fore playing into the hands of
the right.

This is particularly the role of
the leaders of Momentum. They
refused to consistently support
the one measure that would
have mobilised hundreds of
thousands of left-leaning work-
ers and youth who joined the
Labour Party in great enthusi-
asm to complete the Corbyn
revolution: namely, subjecting
right-wing MPs to reselection.

The Socialist Party has offered
to further this process, to join
the Labour Party on the basis
of a political and organisational

reconfiguration, leading
to a federal form of party.
Jon Lansman, the leader of
Momentum, unceremoniously
refused to support this, while
showing touching sensitivity to
the right. His tactics have blown
up in his face, with Momentum
torn apart over forms of
organisation.

There have been no system-
atic protests at the arbitrary and
bureaucratic denial of access to
its ranks or that of the Labour
Party.

Our request for readmission
of 75 supporters of the Social-
ist Party previously expelled has
met a brick wall. This while the
right have ruthlessly used their
position on the National Execu-
tive Committee (NEC) of the La-
bour Party to consolidate their

grip.

Unresolved civil war
The right have a clear plan to
expel and marginalise all those
on the left who pose a threat to
their continued rule. The left
under the baton of Momen-
tum’s leadership - organisation-
ally and politically inept - have
allowed the right to make a
comeback.

All of this could have been
avoided if clear direction
had been given from the
beginning to the hundreds |
of thousands who rallied ~
enthusiastically to Cor- L
byn’s anti-austerity pro- g
gramme and clearly demon-
strated the desire to drive
the Blairite right out
of the Labour
Party. The
responseof (.. |

Jeremy Corbyn
photo Paul Mattsson

One of the huge rallies in support of Jeremy Corbyn
during last year’s Labour leadership contest
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Momentum'’s leadership was to
rule out any such political ‘con-
frontation’ with the right.

The Labour Party is still com-
posed of two incompatible par-
ties in one. The right from the
beginning showed they were
absolutely unreconciled to
Corbyn’s leadership and would
overthrow him at the first op-
portunity. That still remains
their goal.

The civil war which has ex-
isted from the beginning of
Corbyn’s accession to the lead-
ership remains unresolved. The
right, having failed to remove
him in an open coup and afraid
of leaving the Labour Party in
the hands of the left, have fallen
back on a ‘creeping coup’

The tactics consist of a war of
attrition, constantly seeking to
discredit Jeremy and John Mc-
Donnell, and marginalising and
excluding their supporters.

Blind alley

There is nevertheless everything
to play for in 2017. Capitalism is
ablind alley, incapable of taking
society substantially forward.
All of those parties who accept
the system will ultimately fall
under the wheels of history.

The movement around Jere-
my represents a determined at-
tempt to throw off the outmod-
ed shell of Blairite pro-market,
pro-capitalist forces and take to
a more radical, socialist road.

The Socialist Party, together
with the CWI, will do everything
in its power to assist workers
and young people to attain the

goal of a mass, socialist party
fighting for a socialist society
in Britain and the world.
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Unite general secretary election

FIGRT THE BLAIRITES, VOTE LEN MCCLUSKEY

Fy

Socialist Party statement

he general secretary elec-

tion in the Unite union

has been brought for-

ward 12 months to run

alongside those for the
executive council which will start
this month - the actual ballot will be
from 27 March to 28 April.

The Socialist Party is supporting
Len McCluskey. Under his leader-
ship, the union has taken a more
militant stance with a whole num-
ber of disputes. It has been far more
responsive to rank-and-file pres-
sure, particularly in construction,
which was once dominated by right-
wing officials.

On his watch, no repudiation
letters have been issued for
unofficial action. Actually, some
have been sanctioned, such as on
Crossrail recently.

In the summer, Unite members
working on Fawley Oil Refinery took
strike action to ensure that migrant
workers were paid the agreed rate.
We believe Unite can play a far more
leading role in arguing for mass

Corbyn can win

The Fabian Society has
claimed that the Labour
Party could receive as little
as 20% of the vote at the next
general election. The Fabi-
ans, an affiliated group inside
the Labour Party, argue that
Corbyn must prepare to form
a coalition with the Lib Dems
or Scottish National Party in
order to get into government.

This is more than just pes-
simism - it is part of an ongo-
ing campaign to undermine
Corbyn’s anti-austerity leader-
ship using the idea that he and
his policies are unpopular and
unelectable.

On the contrary, the pro-
gramme on which Corbyn ran
his leadership campaigns - a
£10 an hour minimum wage,
investment in public services,
rent control and building coun-
cil housing etc - offers the only
chance to win support from
the mass of working class
people. A glimpse of this was
shown by the huge turnouts to
his leadership rallies and the
hundreds of thousands who
joined the party or signed up
to vote for him.

This must be consolidated
by turning his programme
into Labour's programme, and
kicking out the Blairites who
stand for exactly the opposite
policies. All those who have
backed Corbyn, including Len
McCluskey, must stand firm
behind this idea.

joint strike action to face down Tory
austerity.

It is supporting the NHS demo on
4 March, exerting pressure on the
likes of Unison, the biggest NHS un-
ion, which disgracefully is refusing
to endorse the march.

Gerard Coyne, the union’s West
Midlands regional secretary has an-
nounced that he will challenge Len
McCluskey. For the Socialist Party,
this election is a fundamental clash
about the political and industrial
strategy of the biggest union in the
country.

Coyne is the candidate of the
Blairites and behind them the capi-
talist establishment. They see the
election as an opportunity to strike
a blow, not just against Len Mc-
Cluskey but also Jeremy Corbyn in
Labour - “Show me your friends and
I'll show who you are.”

Two parties

From the opposite standpoint, they
share our view that Labour is now
two parties in one and are hell-bent
on defeating any attempt to consoli-
date Corbyn’s victory by transform-
ing it into a vehicle for workers.

When launching his candidature,
Coyne attacked McCluskey: “I be-
lieve they [Unite members] want a
general secretary who spends less
time trying to run the Labour Party
and more time looking after their
interests.”

But this ‘non-political’ line hides
his true agenda, which is to bolster
the Labour right. The Guardian re-
ports that Coyne wouldn’t answer
questions on whether Unite would
continue to support Corbyn if he be-
came general secretary.

We believe in this election that
the left in the union should support
Len McCluskey against this right-
wing attack. We have had criticisms
of Len and will continue to put for-
ward an independent position but
the seriousness of this challenge
shouldn’t be ignored.

We do not agree with those on
the left who we believe are too dis-
missive of the right-wing challenge
as justification for standing an alter-
native left candidate. It is a needless
risk to threaten to split the left vote
and allow Coyne a bigger opportu-
nity to win, which would throw the
union back.

To meet the challenge, Len should

photo Paul Mattsson
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launch an energetic public election
campaign with rallies in the main
cities to restate a left programme
industrially and politically. Prior to
the leadership challenge of Owen
Smith, Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership
had drifted but the whip of coun-
terrevolution ignited a campaign of
mass proportions as not just left La-
bour members, but also many out-
side the party, realised what was at
stake.

Demand

Similarly now, Len should fol-
low this example on a platform of
no return to partnership with the
bosses; coordinated action against
the Tories, their cuts and anti-union
laws; taking on the Blairites in La-
bour through the union’s policy of
supporting mandatory reselection,
moved at Unite’s policy conference
this summer by a Socialist Party
member and recommended by the

executive committee.

He should also champion the
motion that was passed at Unite’s
national sector industrial commit-
tee for workers in local government,
that calls on Labour councillors (the
vast majority who oppose Jeremy
Corbyn) to move no-cuts budgets.

The Socialist Party has four mem-
bers on the United Left slate for
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the EC elections (which also sup-
ports Len for general secretary).
This could develop the fighting in-
fluence we are building within the
union. Alongside a decisive defeat
of the right wing around Coyne, this
should be the basis to move Unite to
a more fighting position.

Donate today!

If you agree with what you read
in the Socialist, consider making
a donation to the

Socialist Party’s

fighting fund:

m pay by card via
020 8988 8777

or socialistparty.org.
uk/donate

m cheques payable to
‘Socialist Party’, PO
Box 24697, London
E11 1YD

m Final fighting fund chart next week
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Film review -
Awesome allegory for
imperialism catches
Star Wars spirit

Scott Jones
East London

t's clear from the off that Rogue
One: A Star Wars Story, a spin-
off from the main saga, is a lit-
tle bit different. Welsh director
Gareth Edwards, who said Star
Wars is the reason he became a film-
maker, has dispensed with that most
‘Star Wars’ of traits - the opening
text ‘crawl’ to kick off the film.
Along with brilliant cameos from
some of the bigger names in the Star
Wars universe, and nods to the orig-
inal trilogy, the film focuses on the
rank and file of the Rebel Alliance,
fighting to end the Galactic Empire’s
reign of terror and oppression.

Politics

Other aspects of the fight are looked
at in detail for the first time too. The
film tells us the story of the spies and
scientists behind the battles and
weapons seen in the original trilogy.
We catch glimpses of labour camps
used by the Empire, and the dynam-
ics and politics within the Rebel Al-
liance are laid bare.

London actor Riz Ahmed, star of
Four Lions who plays a defector to
the Rebels in Rogue One, has said
this is probably the most political
Star Wars film to date. Referring

Rogue One

to his character, Ahmed says: “His
planet has been invaded and he
knows what it is like to live under
occupation and collaborate with the
occupiers just to make a living”

Occupation

One of the key locations in the
film is the desert planet of Jedha,
clearly inspired by the Middle East
and Arabic culture. The planet
is occupied and exploited by the
Empire, which is harassed by a
group of local fighters.

One of the leaders of the Rebel
Alliance labels them “extremists”
because they use terrorist and guer-
rilla methods to fight back.

Their leader, by the way, is called
‘Saw Gerrera! I have a guess which
real-life rebel inspired that name!

The whole scenario is an allegory
for American imperialism and in-
tervention in the Middle East, and
the insurgency it has created.

With plenty of classic Star Wars
humour, awesome all-guns-blazing
battles, and classic character cam-
eos the film perfectly captures the
Star Wars spirit. It does the saga, es-
pecially the original trilogy, proud.

But the film can very much be
watched and enjoyed as a one-off,
as well as an accompaniment to the
main Star Wars story.

The force is with this one.

VWA

2017 marks the anniversary of the Russian Revolution photo Wikimedia Commons

The Socialist Inbox

Do you have something to say?

B Send your news, views and criticism in no more than 250 words
to editors@socialistparty.org.uk - or if you're not online,
Socialist Inbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters. Don’t forget to give your
name, address and phone number. Confidentiality will be respected if
requested.

Il No cuts - stand up to
the Tories

Six years and £650 million worth of cuts
later, and it seems that finally Birming-
ham’s MPs are starting to take notice.
During a debate in parliament before
Christmas, Steve McCabe, Jack Dromey,
Jess Phillips and Roger Godsiff took it in
turns to denounce the massacre of local
services that has taken place in Birming-
ham since 2010.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like they’ll
be using their position to call on Birming-
ham City Council to resist the cuts to lo-
cal services that the Tory government is
demanding.

Despite the years of cuts, the council
retains £389 million in reserves. These,
along with the council’s borrowing pow-
ers, could be used to set a legal no-cuts
budget that meets the needs of the city.
This would provide an opportunity to
build a campaign of residents and coun-
cil workers to force the Tories to reinstate
the funding stolen from Birmingham over
the last six years. Liverpool City Council
did just this successfully in the 1980s,
under the leadership of Militant, the So-
cialist Party’s predecessor.

Instead, Birmingham City Council’s La-
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bour group have demonstrated that they
have been only too willing to carry out
hundreds of millions of pounds of brutal
cuts without firing a single shot in de-
fence of the city’s poor and vulnerable.
Shame on them!

Nick Hart, Birmingham

I Poverty barons

Just days into the start of the New
Year and the right-wing Daily Mail has
launched another front page article at-
tacking ‘foreign aid’, replete with pictures
showing queues of poor people in Paki-
stan. The clear implication is that these
are ‘underserving people scamming the
taxpayer’, and that ‘charity should begin
at home’.

However, there’s no reference to the “fat
cat foreign aid contractors paid millions
by the taxpayer” carried in its Mail on
Sunday stablemate on 3 December.

That article followed up an earlier expo-
sure by Global Justice Now of the Thatch-
erite  Adam Smith International (ASI)
trousering £329 million of overseas aid
government contracts, doubling its prof-
its and paying its directors “six-figure divi-
dends”. Many projects were identified as
being of questionable benefit to the poor.

g )l

Facing parliamentary criticism over its
profiteering ASI boss Peter Young (former
head of the reactionary Federation of
Conservative Students) briefed his staff
to submit bogus testimonials from for-
eign agencies and government officials
praising ASl’s overseas work!

If the obscene levels of wealth hoarded
by tax-dodging corporations and super-
rich people were liberated for the major-
ity then living standards could be mas-
sively raised both here and abroad.
Simon Carter, east London

photo Teo Sze Lee/Creative Commons

B Narrow thinking

As a retired teacher, | thoroughly enjoyed
reading the excellent feature on educa-
tion in the centre pages (Issue 929, the
Socialist). Some of the proposals James
Kerr made about making the curricu-
lum less abstract and more meaningful
reminded me of how | used to teach hu-
manities before the introduction of the
national curriculum.

| was trained as an Integrated Humanities
teacher which meant we took a thematic
and inquiry based approach to learning.
One of my favourite topics was the Carib-
bean. The children were led to discover
the art, poetry, music, food, history and
geography of the region. | was free to de-
velop certain aspects according to the in-
terests and needs of any particular class.
Group activities worked best, encourag-
ing social skills and cooperation.

The national curriculum changed this way
of learning and humanities teaching be-
came more rigid and based on individual
learning from the teacher imparting their
knowledge. Children most definitely be-
came more disaffected and | even got the
impression that bullying increased.
Integrated Humanities encouraged young
people to think and question for them-
selves. Not something the Tories would
want to encourage - they might challenge
the capitalist system!

Heather Rawling Midlands Retired
Members’ Forum NUT (personal
capacity)

B Call centres - unionise
and fightback

| fully endorse the points Ned Hancock
makes in his article in the Socialist (issue
928).

Most call centre workers will have known
nothing other than the experiences that
Ned described and think that workers
have always been treated with such con-
tempt, and are constantly one mistake or
one careless comment way from the dole
queue.

Those workers who were at work when
unions exercised their power more need
to teach younger workers that it hasn’'t
always and doesn’t have to be like this.
Employers aren’t safeguarding their busi-
nesses or customers by intimidating
workers, they are getting away with what
they can because of the low level of un-
ionisation in the call centre industry and
the constant refusal of union leaders to
stand up to the bosses.

Unionisation is important but forging a
new, fighting union leadership is even
more important

Birmingham call centre worker

B Revolutionary lessons
With the 100th anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution this year, it is inevitable
that the capitalists will move might and
main to stop workers from drawing the
real lessons of 1917.

For the most part, this is likely to take
the form of slanders including drawing
a straight line from the revolutionary re-
gime of Lenin and Trotsky to the degener-
ated Stalinist bureaucratic regime.

But the January 2017 issue of the BBC
History magazine tries a different tack.
In a feature on five key anniversaries in
1917, it simply isn’t mentioned!

Instead the Arab revolt against the Otto-
man Empire the same year is mentioned,
completely ignoring the fact that it was
the Russian Revolution which had a
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Agenda
B 10-10.30am Tea and coffee

B 10.30am-12.30pm Women and

the Russian Revolution
B 12.30pm-1.30pm Lunch
B 1.30pm-3.30pm Commissions

on women and the fightback in the

workplaces and trade unions; on
campus, and in the community.
These will help with the prepara-
tion of a socialist programme for
women'’s rights

B 3.30pm-5pm Abortion rights
under attack and the fightback
around the world

massive impetus to national liberation
movements, a factor the Bolsheviks
recognised with their convening of a
Congress of the Peoples of the East.
The revolution had massive ramifica-
tions for the world, but it is only publi-
cations like the Socialist where a seri-
ous analysis of those effects and their
relevance today will be read.

lain Dalton, Leeds

B Care crisis - socialist
measures needed

Letter (extracts) to the Observer from
Tony Mulhearn, Liverpool

Yet another investigation in addition
to at least ten similar reports this year
(Observer 11/12/16) confirms what
everybody with a smidgeon of aware-
ness knows - that there is a crisis in
social care.

This crisis was inevitable since this fat
cats’ government seized on the banker-
induced economic crash of 2008 as an

Phone 020 8988 8777 or visit socialistparty.org.uk/
subscribe to pay by card or arrange a Direct Debit. Or
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excuse to slash expenditure on social
provision.

Local authorities like Liverpool have
butchered social care by complying with
Tory cuts, and a further cut of £90 mil-
lion is promised which in the words of
Mayor Anderson could see Liverpool
council unable to provide even statutory
provision for deprived children and the
elderly.

The solution proposed in your comment
page merely fiddles with the problem.
Reversing the cuts in inheritance tax is
a start, but what about collecting the
taxes being dodged on an industrial
scale and increasing the taxes of the
top 1%. The immediate cancellation of
all PFI payments would yield millions for
the NHS and social care.

These measures could be given teeth
by 6,500 Labour councillors refusing
to carry out any further Tory cuts, sup-
ported by a massive programme of in-
dustrial action to be initiated by the TUC
in defence of those in society who are
least able to defend themselves.
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RESIST
TRUMP

m Join international protests on
Inauguration day, 20 January

Our co-thinkers in the US, Socialist
Alternative, organised protests in the wake
of Trump’s election and are planning more
on 20 January photo Socialist Alternative

Claire Laker-Mansfield
Socialist Students national
organiser

n 20 January 2017, a racist,
O sexist billionaire is set to as-

sume the status of the most
powerful individual on the planet.

Donald Trump’s inauguration
will be a source of anxiety and un-
certainty for many working class
people, especially those at the sharp
end of his bigotry. But as well as fear,
there is anger - and determination
to fight.

As Trump marches into the White
House, millions of protesters in the
United States and around the world
will be marching on the streets. As
he outlines his plans, millions will
declare their determination to resist.

Socialist Alternative - the Socialist
Party’s co-thinkers in the US - along
with Socialist Students, is organis-
ing for students to walk out of class-
es and join protests all over the US
on this day.

And on 21 January, hundreds of
thousands more workers, young
people, socialists, trade unionists
and anti-racist activists plan to
take to the streets. This includes a
huge planned ‘women’s march on
Washington'

These protests will help lay the
foundation for the kind of mass op-
position needed to defeat Trump’s
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presidency and all his bigoted, anti-
worker policies.

And working class and young
people in the US must not stand
alone in this fight. That’s why social-
ists in the US have called for this to
be an international day of action
against Trump.

Here in Britain, the Socialist Party
and Socialist Students will be or-
ganising to help answer this call.
Evening protests, after-school ral-
lies, lunchtime marches and public
meetings are all being planned.

Organise

We will organise against all reac-
tionary and racist policies - whether
they come from Theresa May or
Donald Trump. And we will declare
our intention to fight austerity poli-
cies, which benefit billionaires like
Trump at the expense of the rest of
us.

Trump’s victory was a symptom of
the profound rottenness of the capi-
talist system. Only a positive alter-
native - one that guarantees decent
jobs, homes, services and a future
for all - can cut across the divisive
and poisonous politics of the hard
right.

Sowe need to link the fight against
Trump to the fight for a society that
works in the interests of the 99% - for
the socialist alternative to austerity,
war and racism. Join us and help or-
ganise the fightback!
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