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onald Trump’s

outrageous travel

ban on people from
seven Muslim countries
and halting the US’s
refugee programme, has
unleashed a huge wave of
protest both in the US and
internationally.

Responding to live streaming on social me-
dia, thousands of people rushed to airports
across the US in defence of detained refugees.

In Seattle, city councillor Kshama Sawant
of Socialist Alternative (US cothinkers of the
Socialist Party) addressed a huge protest rally
under the platform banner: “Fight Trump
and the billionaire class.”

Al

Kshama called for 100 days of resistance
culminating in mass marches, civil disobedi-
ence and strike action on 1 May, internation-
al workers’ day.

In New York the taxi drivers’ union struck
for an hour and declared: “We say no to this
inhumane and unconstitutional ban.”

Tens of thousands, including Socialist
Party members, protested across Britain to
condemn Trump and also rail against his new
found ally, UK prime minister Theresa May.

Trump’s executive order has nothing to do
with making Americans safe from terrorism
but has everything to do with satisfying his
reactionary backers.

And by giving the green light to start build-
ing a ‘wall’ on the Mexican border, he is set-
ting the stage for deportations of undocu-
mented workers at a previously unseen pace.

He has begun to dismantle the minimal
Obamacare health insurance and also made

clear that environmental regulations are
going to be shredded in the name of profit for
US coal and oil producers and big business
manufacturers.

People fear a man who has glorified sexual
assault, incited racist violence and made

billions of dollars off the backs of working |

people.

However, fear is not the only reaction to the
new 'Predator in Chief'. Trump’s inaugura-
tion was met with the biggest day of protest
in US history, with the women’s marches on
21 January mobilising over three million peo-
ple into action.

Socialist Alternative says: “This movement
must be continued, deepened and esca-
lated to stop the right-wing agenda, includ-
ing building a new party of the 99% to be an
uncompromising force in fighting Trump’s
agenda.”

B More on page 4 and 14
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m Article 50 bill heading to parliament
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Corbyn’'s Labour must fight for a socialist, internationalist Brexit

Jssstgne ETABLISHMENT PAPERS OVER BREXIT CHAGMS

What we think

ix months on from the referendum and Brexit

remains a nightmare for the capitalist estab-

lishment in Britain, from which they can find

no escape. Exit from the EU is not in the in-

terests of British capitalists, and the majority
of them remain desperate to find a way to remain, or as
close to as they can get.

However, that is extremely difficult to achieve. Despite
the pro-capitalist and nationalist character of the official
Brexit campaigns - and the absence of a mass socialist,
internationalist one - the working class vote for Brexit on
23 June was still, at base, an elemental revolt against
the long years of wage restraint, job losses, public sec-
tor cuts and growing inequality. Any premature attempt
by the capitalist class to ‘step back’ Brexit could lead to
a new and bigger revolt against establishment betrayal.

So we have instead seen a drip, drip campaign of try-
ing to blame austerity and economic difficulties on those
who voted for Brexit. Not surprisingly, given that austerity
and economic crisis have been the norm for almost a
decade, so far this has cut no ice with the majority.

Single market

The latest YouGov poll puts support for leaving the EU
single market at 57% and for leaving the European Cus-
toms Union at 56%. While that could change in the future
it nonetheless indicates deep disillusionment with the
capitalist establishment and an enormous accumulation
of anger at endless austerity.

At the same time the super-rich 1% has no political
party that it can rely on to act in its interests. While the
capitalist media is inevitably focusing all its attention on
the divisions in the Labour Party, desperate to under-
mine Jeremy Corbyn, the Tories are just as split.

They may have papered over the cracks for long
enough for Theresa May to force her two paragraph bill
through parliament, thereby triggering Article 50, but in
the long negotiations ahead, the chasm between the two
wings of the Tory Party is bound to open wider than ever
before, with even a split being posed. As a result, the
pro-remain capitalists are forced to rely on an alliance of
politicians from all parties - including former Tory chan-
cellor George Osborne, and leading Labour right-wingers
such as Hilary Benn, and even a disinterred Tony Blair!

This is a factor lying behind the latest moves against
Jeremy Corbyn. The representatives of the capitalist
class, which dominate the parliamentary Labour Party
and the Labour Party machine, remain desperate to un-
dermine and defeat Jeremy Corbyn and the anti-austerity
surge that has twice seen him elected leader. Compro-
mise and retreat will never stop them, only a determined
campaign to transform Labour into an anti-austerity par-
ty, deselecting the Blairites in the process, will lead to a
successful outcome.

The latest attacks on Jeremy Corbyn have come over
his attempt to impose a three line whip on Labour MPs
to vote in favour of the government’s bill triggering Ar-
ticle 50. Corbyn is arguing for various amendments to
the bill - including guaranteeing the rights of EU citizens
resident in Britain, safeguarding existing workers’ rights,
and pledging that parliament will have the opportunity to
discuss and debate the results of the negotiations with
the EU. So far two anti-Corbyn MPs have resigned from
the shadow cabinet over the issue.

Jeremy Corbyn is correctly anxious that Labour is not
seen to block the triggering of Article 50 after a major-

Any
premature
attempt
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capitalist
class to
‘step back’
Brexit
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revolt
against
establish-
ment
betrayal

ity voted for Brexit. He is put at a serious disadvantage,
however, by his previous concessions to the Labour right.

Despite his historic opposition to the EU as a neoliberal
capitalist project, one of his first retreats was in agreeing
to campaign, albeit reluctantly, in favour of remain. This
meant that the left, internationalist case for exit was not
heard by the majority of the population, and Corbyn lost
an important opportunity to raise the confidence and
consciousness of the working class and to demonstrate
he represented a break with the pro-capitalist leaders of
New Labour. This has had consequences.

Many of those who have joined Labour to back Corbyn
have only heard the right-wing, nationalist arguments
against the EU put by Ukip, Boris Johnson and their ilk.
They therefore cannot easily understand why he is insist-
ing MPs vote for Article 50. And of course they rightly
question why he has been able to stand firmer on this
than on the bombing of Syria or the condemnation of
Tony Blair.

Without doubt, one factor in Corbyn’s stance on Article

50 is that a section of the Labour right are going along
with him. Anxious not to undermine their own careers
by losing votes in Brexit-majority constituencies, they are
prepared to vote for May’s bill.

Jeremy Corbyn is correctly anxious
that Labour is not seen to block the
triggering of Article 50

However, this does not preclude them - if they sense a
chance to finish Corbyn off over this issue - changing their
stance. This very temporary ‘common approach’ is paper-
ing over an even bigger chasm than the one that exists
in the Tory Party. The right-wing Labour MPs are acting
in the interests of a different class - the capitalist class!

.m Have yO'l'I. gOt news fOI‘ 'l'I.S? DEADLINE: Friday before publication date - urgent news: Monday
10208988 8777 < editors@socialistparty.org.uk

@socialistpaper
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The right are prepared to support curbs on migration,
not least - as many of them proved in office - refusing asy-
lum to refugees fleeing war and disaster. Let’'s remember
that they include the same MPs who were demanding
Cameron made more anti-migrant statements in order
to try and swing the referendum campaign for remain!

Big business

At the same time, however, they mainly support the EU
single market which is an agreement between the dif-
ferent capitalist classes of Europe to create the largest
possible market in order to maximise their ability to ex-
ploit the working classes of Europe. The single market is
based on the ‘four freedoms’ of the free movement of
goods, services, capital and labour.

It is about freedom for big business to exploit us rather
than real freedom however, as the refugees risking their
lives trying to enter Fortress Europe can testify. The tools
which the single market provides to allow big business
to use ‘free movement’ to increase exploitation include
measures like the Posted Workers’ Directive, which al-
lows employers to hire workers in one country, on that
country’s terms and conditions, and then send them to
work in another country where unions have negotiated
better pay and conditions.

It is vital that Corbyn does not give into the pressure
that will undoubtedly come from the Labour right to sup-
port a deal which is in the interests of big business rath-

v Lindsey oil refinery workers on strike in 2009 photo Socialist Party
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er than the working class majority. Instead he needs to
campaign clearly for a workers’ Brexit which is socialist
and internationalist around a programme to defend and
improve the lives of the majority. This must include a £10
an hour minimum wage, mass council house building,
and democratic nationalisation of key industries.

It should be combined with trenchantly campaigning
against racism and defending the rights of migrants
and refugees, including the rights of all EU citizens cur-
rently in Britain who wish to remain being able to do so
with full rights. It should also be combined, as Len Mc-
Cluskey, general secretary of general union Unite has
raised, with a demand that employers should have to be
covered by a proper trade union agreement or by secto-
ral collective bargaining before they can recruit labour
abroad.

This is arguing for an increase in democratic workers’
control over hiring, and a decrease in the control of big
business. Such a campaign would bring Jeremy Corbyn
into sharp conflict with the pro-capitalist wing of the
Labour Party, but would win widespread support among
working class people.

An opportunity exists to create a mass workers’ party -
with a left and internationalist programme - which would
transform the political situation. It will not be achieved,
however, on the basis of further compromise with the
Blairites, but only by adopting a clear stance for the
transformation of the Labour Party.

.m Editorial/Party news
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James lvens
May Day greetings campaign
organiser

Help the Socialist get May Day greet-
ings this year. Because to puncture
Trump, and end the billionaires’
world austerity barrage, workers
and young people need solidarity
and socialist ideas.

And May Day greetings help
fund the newspaper which exists to
spread them.

Which paper has been alone on
the left in arguing for an open, un-
compromising fight with the Labour
right? Who runs detailed reports
from socialists fighting Trumpism in
the US? Where can you read about
the practical programme needed to
win a socialist Brexit?

The Socialist. We support and
broadcast the strikes and commu-
nity campaigns the establishment
press smears or ignores. Paper
sales - and the annual cash boost
from May Day greetings - mean we
can.

Greetings are also a celebration
of the class solidarity the Socialist
helps to amplify. Groups of workers,

Support your newspaper
- help us get May Day greetings!

trade union bodies, campaigns and
student societies all express inter-
national solidarity through May Day
greetings.

How can you help with this?

Workers can talk to colleagues
about sending a group greeting to
the Socialist. We have a petition
sheet you can use.

Trade union activists should con-
sider proposing motions for their
branch, committee or sector meet-
ing agendas where possible. We
have a model motion.

University students can move
that their societies send greetings.
School and college students get a
special deal: we will place a greet-
ing for whatever you can raise from
a whip-round.

Socialist Party regions have tar-
gets for greetings for the first time
this year. Members can ask about
helping to organise their branch or
region’s drive.

For May Day resources - and if
you have any questions or sugges-
tions - you can get in touch with me.
Email jamesivens@socialistparty.
org.uk. You can see prices and send
greetings at socialistparty.org.uk/
mayday.

Socialism Today

The Socialist Party’s magazine

February issue includes:

mDemocrats No vehicle for US
workers, writes Calvin Priest
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mTrotsky’s revolution Peter
Taaffe contrasts Trotsky’'s
outlook with the failure of
right-wing forces

mFebruary 1917 Two articles
by Trotsky assess the
significance of the revolution
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REVOLUTION

Trotsky and the
February revolution

£3 including postage: Socialism Today PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD.
Subscribe for £25 a year at socialismtoday.org
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t a maximum of 48
hours’ notice, rivers
of people poured onto
streets around Britain
on 30 January to reject
Donald Trump’s racism.

This followed the ‘women’s
marches’ on 21 January, when
100,000 demonstrated in Lon-
don alone, and thousands more
elsewhere. With the momentum
building and increasing numbers
angered by Prime Minister The-
resa May cosying up to the big-
oted president, more big protests
are expected as we go to press.

The 30 January demos were
particularly against Trump’s ban
on people from seven Muslim
countries entering the US, and
his planned wall on the border
with Mexico. These attempts to
whip up division among work-
ing class people appear to be
backfiring.

Not only are they uniting mil-
lions internationally in opposi-
tion, but also - under pressure
from the spontaneous move-
ment - many establishment poli-
ticians have been forced to state
they disagree with Trump on the
policies.

Live-streaming from the Lon-
don protest, Socialist Students
national organiser Claire Laker-
Mansfield said: “There’s a paral-
lel being drawn with the policies
Trump is implementing.

Racist

“Of course he’s a more extreme,
maverick representative of the
1% - a racist, a sexist, etc. But
back home we have some of our
own ‘Trumps’ as well. And May
herself has been adopting nasty,
divisive rhetoric around immi-
gration, for example”

In the midst of the London
crowd, Socialist Party member
James Ivens reported: “Tens of
thousands, mostly young women,
demonstrating against Trump
and May.

“Hundreds more streaming
from Westminster station every
minute, showing no sign of let-
ting up. Clearly a deep-felt anger
and understanding of the need to
fight.

“Mood is soaring. It's like a
festival. Occasional spontane-
ous outbursts of mass cheering
in crowds so large they have no
hope of hearing the platform.”

Similar anecdotes could be
repeated from dozens of other
protests - of thousands in Liver-
pool; of 3,000 in Bristol, where
“Socialist Party members were
swamped by the sheer number
of people arriving and wanting
to find out more about how to
defeat Trump and everything he
stands for”

A thousand each in Birming-
ham, Cardiff and York, 400 in

Leicester, 100 in Coventry, 300 in
Cheltenham. Over a hundred in
Hull, where Socialist Party mem-
bers say a common comment
was: “We couldn'’t just sit there
and do nothing.”

Socialist Party Scotland re-
ports: “At least 15,000 in Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, Dundee and
Aberdeen fighting back against
racism and the billionaire bigot.
Socialist Party Scotland took
partin all these protests, distrib-
uting 3,000 of our leaflets and
selling 125 copies of the Social-
ist newspaper.”

Young

At least 3,000 took part in Leeds.
Socialist Party members there
report: “Predominantly young
people joined the march, many
with their own placards and at-
tending a demonstration for the
first time. Chants of ‘hey, ho -
Trump has got to go’ and ‘no ban,
no wall - Trump must fall’ ech-
oed through the demonstration.

“Socialist Party member Iain
Dalton was among the speakers.
He raised the need for taking the
wealth off the 1%, including na-
tionalising the banks and other
sectors, and instead investing in
jobs, homes and public services
for all”

There was enthusiasm on all
the protests for the idea of or-
ganising the important layers
who have been mobilised on
these protests into a sustained
movement against Trumpism
and austerity.

There was also interest in the
idea of a socialist alternative.
Across England and Wales on 30
January, Socialist Party members
sold 700 copies of the Socialist
and collected contact details from
100 people interested in coming
to our meetings.

> Analysis from the
United States on page 14

> At socialistparty.org.uk:

B More reports and photos

B ‘Millions take partin
women’s marches around the
world: Build a mass movement
against Trumpism, austerity and
capitalism’
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Revealed: super-rich
shareholders cause
of pension deficits

B Nationalise the banks and top corporations
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B Fight to stop the killer cuts

— Wy

Ross Saunders
Socialist Party Wales

Over half of Britain’s richest firms
could immediately wipe out the def-
icit in their pension schemes if they
were willing to prioritise former
workers over investors.

If firms in the FTSE 100, the larg-
est businesses on the London Stock
Exchange, chose not to pay divi-
dends to investors - a common prac-
tice - 53 of them could wipe out their
pensions deficit within two years,
according to accountancy firm JLT.

FTSE 100 companies paid out to
investors five times what they spent
on pension deficit reduction, report
accountants LCP.

In other words, the pensions defi-
cit crisis is not the fault of workers
who are ‘inconveniently’ (for the
bosses) living longer. It’s the fault of
profit-hungry capitalists who leech
funds out of companies that should
go to the workers.

Pensions robbery is just another

con trick in the repertoire of greedy
capitalists, as tax-avoiding BHS boss
Phillip Green’s shameful pension-
gouging shows.

Workers at BHS have been stiffed
to the tune of £350 million by the bil-
lionaire, who was knighted by David
Cameron’s government.

53

Top firms could clear
their pension deficits
by simply not paying
greedy shareholders

And steelmakers Tata, whose UK
operations were part of the FTSE
100 as ‘Corus, are currently trying to
pressure workers into accepting big
cuts to their pension scheme, with
plant closures threatened if they
don’t comply.

It's true that some of the stock

market is owned by pension funds.
But UK pension funds own only
3% of UK share value, and overseas
pension funds own under 6%.
Trusts, corporations and individual
capitalists, plus some small investors,
own about 82%, based on 2014 Office
for National Statistics data.

Financial services giant PwC esti-
mates that, in total, UK companies
have underfunded ‘defined benefit’
pension schemes by a staggering
£710 billion.

That figure has been pumped up by
low interest rates and other stimulus
measures that first Labour and then
Tory governments implemented,
vainly trying to repair the economic
chaos of crisis-ridden capitalism.

The money to reward workers
with a poverty-free retirement ex-
ists. We should nationalise the FTSE
100, with compensation only on the
basis of proven need, and put it into
the hands of working class people,
to democratically plan how wealth
is spread out. Then we can guaran-
tee the jobs and pensions we need.

M Millwall victory

Millwall FC's ground in south
London, the Den, along with
many local residents, no longer
faces eviction.

Growing public opposition
to Blairite Lewisham council's
relationship with property
developers Renewal has stymied
the attack. Labour mayor Sir

Steve Bullock has cancelled the
‘compulsory purchase order
Renewal needed.

Bullock is a director of
the Surrey Canal Sports
Foundation, a charity funded by
Renewal to push forward the
‘redevelopment.

Renewal itself is registered
in a tax haven, was founded
by a former Labour mayor of

Lewisham, and is run by a former
Lewisham council officer.

The pro-capitalist,
undemocratic politics of Labour's
right-wing machine are a perfect
breeding ground for dodgy
practices like these.

The Millwall campaign shows
again the need for the Corbyn
movement to break with the
Blairites.

Laurel Fogarty
New mum

Poor children in the UK are more
than twice as likely to die while ba-
bies compared to their richer coun-
terparts, particularly in their first
month of life.

The growing gap between rich and
poor is severely affecting the health
of young children. This is especially
severe for the one in five kids living
below the poverty line, according to
a new report from the Royal College
of Paediatrics and Child Health.

Many of the causes of these infant
deaths are preventable. Greed at the
top of society, and the political will
that supports it, are causing unnec-
essary deaths.

As Tory cuts continue to attack the
most vulnerable, the most deprived
children get sicker, suffering from

asthma, diabetes, and mental health
problems most severely.

An economic system that puts su-
per-wealth above child health, that
willingly allows babies to die of pre-
ventable illness, and looks the other
way as children suffer from swinge-
ing, politically motivated cuts, can-
not be allowed to continue.

We must fight to end the Tory
and Blairite austerity that directly
increases child deaths. Jeremy Cor-
byn must call on councils to refuse
to pass on these lethal cuts, and
stop retreating in the face of Blairite
opposition.

But as long as the super-rich 1%
remain in power, they will continue
to put their wealth above our chil-
dren’s lives.

We need a £10 an hour minimum
wage and the reversal of all cuts and
sell-offs. Take the wealth off the 1%
to achieve it.

Energy bill hikes con:
nationalise them now!

Nancy Taaffe
Waltham Forest Socialist Party

Howlers are magical red letters
which appear in the children’s sto-
ries of Harry Potter. When the char-
acters open these letters they get
screamed at by the letter in mid-air.

If any letter howls at you, “I need
to be nationalised!” as you open it,
it's the dreaded energy bill which ar-
rives on the doormat at the end of a
cold, cruel winter.

Energy giant EDF for example,
will raise electricity prices by 8.4%
this March. And regulator Ofgem
says dual fuel prices rose 15% last
year.

Any suppliers which hike their
prices are pulling a fast one. Ofgem
says they bought most of their gas
and electricity 18 months ago, but in
light of all the media stories of rising
prices and the falling pound, they
thought, ‘what the hell, we’ll cash in!

Some intend to charge based on

the price of energy sold today, not at
the cost they bought it for 18 months
ago. Of course, they bleat on about
‘internal costs” and ‘hostile climates,
but essentially they see an opportu-
nity to maximise profits. They take a
rap over the knuckles from the regu-
lator, at most pay a paltry fine, and
carry on.

When energy was first privatised
we were told that our ability to
switcheroo and shop around would
regulate the market. No such thing
has happened.

In truth it’s a cartel with rampant
price fixing, small companies go-
ing bust and being swallowed up by
the big six, with a regulator about as
useful as a chocolate teapot.

Energy is like water: it’s essential
for human life. It needs to be nation-
alised, democratically planned, with
all incentives for profit removed.
The Socialist Party fights for a social-
ist society, so the working class can
all truly own and plan resources for
everyone.
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The Tories have confirmed that their anti-union laws, including
new undemocratic industrial action ballot thresholds, will come
into force on 1 March. John Mclnally, Socialist Party member
and national vice-president of the civil servants’ union PCS
(personal capacity) looks at how the Trade Union Congress
(TUC) reacted to the trade union laws and what comes next.
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Certain areas of the NHS have been
declared a humanitarian disaster.
There is an attempt to smash the
RMT trade union on Southern Rail.
There are zero-hour contracts, at-
tacks on terms and conditions in the
civil service, the wholesale destruc-
tion of public services and contin-
ued pay freezes for NHS and public
sector workers. There are plenty of
issues to mobilise workers.

So it is little wonder that workers
are asking the question: what is the
TUC actually for? That is a question
for some union leaderships too -
those who accept the status quo,
who see no alternative to austerity
and are tied into the idea of conces-
sion bargaining.

The full-scale privatisation of the
NHS is on the cards and there has
not been one day of generalised
action to stop that. A national NHS
demonstration has been called by
the rank and file on 4 March while
the biggest health union, Unison,
has told its London activists not to
discuss it.

As for the Trade Union Act itself,
the TUC barely lifted a finger to stop
the bill becoming law. For example,
they organised a rally at Westminster
but didn’t book enough seats, mean-
ing hundreds of trade unionists nev-
er managed to get into the hall.

The campaign was centred on ‘I
heart unions’-type propaganda in-
stead of explaining to trade union
members the implications of the
new trade union laws, not just about
human rights but in relation to pay,
terms and conditions.

This is in contrast to what hap-

pened in the 1970s when Tory prime
minister Ted Heath tried to imple-
ment his own trade union bill which
was met with mass resistance, in-
cluding a TUC-organised special
conference, national days of unof-
ficial action and a national demon-
stration of 250,000 workers. The bill
was defeated.

Now we need to make the RMT
motion at TUC conference in 2016
a reality. It called on the TUC “to
convene an urgent conference of af-
filiates to provide a practical forum,
including workshops, as to how to
best coordinate our legal and indus-
trial response to the act”

Battle

As this says, we can’t just accept the
actand do nothing aboutit. We need
to continue the battle to get the anti-
trade union laws scrapped. We need
an industrial and political strategy
because where struggles are taking
place they are individual instead of
coordinated struggles.

It's a lack of action and lack of
strategy that gives the current, weak
Tory government the confidence to
press forward.

The TUC should be coordinat-
ing the anger and struggles taking
place across the country instead of
stepping back and giving the Tories
a free hand.

There is mass discontent at the
present time, industrially and also
seen in the protests taking place
against Donald Trump, and the
TUC and individual unions have a
responsibility to take a lead in or-
ganising this discontent.

Government
attack on DWP
job centres
and offices

Katrine Williams
PCS DWP group vice president

s part of the Tory offen-

sive against the public

sector, the chancellor

has announced a 20%

reduction in Department
for Work and Pensions (DWP) of-
fices, and more jobcentres to share
sites in local authority premises, to
deliver 30% savings on estates costs.
This fits in with the approaching end
of the contract with the company
which owns the DWP estate.

At the beginning of December
2016, there was an announcement
of the closure of half the jobcen-
tres in Glasgow. This was met by
immediate anger and opposition
from PCS members, politicians and
claimant-support organisations.

The campaign has continuously
been in the news from day one and
the ferocity of the opposition has
rocked the government.

This stopped DWP in its tracks un-
til 26 January when the announce-
ment was made about the future of
over 700 offices in DWP.

Headlines

Behind the headlines of the closure
of 78 jobcentres, which will damage
the ability of the public to access our
services, there is also a huge list of
office closures.

But there is a wider attack on jobs
in some of the most deprived com-
munities. For example, over 1,000
jobs are being proposed to move out

of the South Wales valleys into two
sites in Cardiff. We see proposals
like this up and down the country
in communities which desperately
need jobs.

PCS DWP president Fran Heath-
cote said: “PCS in the DWP has a
proud record of defending mem-
bers. Our successful campaign to
prevent compulsory redundan-
cies in 2012 has stopped any being
announced since, but these an-
nouncements pose a serious threat
to our members and to the services
we deliver. We will fight them with
every means at our disposal, in-
cluding the use of industrial action,
after full consultation with regions
and branches has taken place. Our
executive meets on 16 February to
consider all feedback.”

We have seven weeks to involve
everyone in our communities
in campaigning to defeat these
proposals.

We had a great start in Glasgow
and our members and reps are up
for the fight. We appeal to fellow
trade unionists and community
groups to get stuck in alongside us.
Politicians who have seen the cam-
paigning in Glasgow are also lining
up to support us.

Get the latest

;? union news...

)/ ...with the National
Shop Stewards Network
bulletin

Available every week at
shopstewards.net and
by email subscription

Vote for Left
Unity in the

PCS elections

Marion Lloyd
PCS Left Unity chair and PCS group
president for BIS (personal capacity)

In December 2016 I was elected
chair of PCS Left Unity, which is
a rank-and-file organisation that
brings together left activists in the
union. It is open and democratically

run. The Socialist Party has consist-
ently recognised the importance of
working with other left groups and
independents, which is why we have
always argued for the right to disa-
gree on policy issues while standing
for maximum unity in elections.

Left Unity is one of the biggest and
most successful groups of its kind in
the trade union movement, with a
record of 15 years of election victo-
ries and a paid-up membership of
up to 1,000 activists and growing all
the time.

PCS is a strong, democratic and
fighting union; its leadership is at
the forefront of political campaign-
ing against austerity and has backed
this with action.

We have defeated government at-

tempts to destroy our effectiveness
by destroying ‘check-off” - the meth-
od by which we collected our subs.
Also, we should not forget the gov-
ernment departments where Left
Unity group members are active in
defending members and challeng-
ing austerity.

Our immediate challenge is to
win the 2017 elections. Left Unity,
together with PCS Democrats, are
putting forward a ‘Democracy Al-
liance’ slate in April/May 2017. We
then have PCS annual conference
where we expect Left Unity policies
to set the scene for the union’s work
in the next period.

These include campaigns to
challenge the government’s freeze
on pay, opposition to job cuts and
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office closures, and how the union
should intervene politically to take
forward our anti-austerity policies.

Many of these challenges that we
face are the same as those faced by
the memberships of other unions. We
should develop stronger links with
other union left groups and explore
the possibility of joint initiatives such
as the TUC Broad Left.

PCS Left Unity called a big public
meeting in early 2012, addressed by
our general secretary Mark Serwot-
ka and president Janice Godrich,
in order to attempt to take forward
the public sector pensions dispute
in 2011. This is a good example of
what'’s possible.

B See the slate in full at
leftunity.org.uk

o

[News in brief]
| Ferry fight

Unite and GMB members working
on the Woolwich Ferry in east
London took strike action on 27
January - the first day of a rolling
strike that will take place every
Friday until the campaign is won.
The final straw for the workers was
when they heard that a woman
working in the office said she

was being sexually harassed by

a manager on a daily basis. This
worker made a formal complaint,
yet the employer, Briggs Marine,
has not taken action.

This is not the first time that the
Socialist Party-led Greenwich Unite
branch has taken action against
such allegations. The branch
previously organised a successful
strike campaign among social
workers which defended a worker
being bullied and harassed.

The ferry workers’ anger grew
when the employers ignored
serious health and safety concerns,
including poor maintenance of
firefighting equipment and storm
valves. The day after the strike

a worker collapsed after being
instructed to work in an area where
fumes were escaping.

The union is appealing for funds

- cheques can be made payable

to Greenwich Unite and posted to
Unite, 33-37 Moreland St, London
EC1V 8BB.

Greenwich Unite members

I Tube strike
The tube network is in torment.
London Underground cuts have
left the transport system woefully
understaffed. Instead of hiring
more, Central Line drivers based in
north east London are being sent
to the rest of the line. Some face
a tortuous four-hour commute.
Over 90% of those who voted,
voted to strike. Far more drivers

M Workplace

voted than when the Central Line
was last individually balloted.

Only one person had crossed the
picket line at Hainault depot. The
striking workers were confident
and upbeat. It's an all-out war by
Transport for London. The Socialist
Party was there to show support.
The pickets we met thought all the
different grades could go on strike,
“even the managers”.

Further strike dates by station
staff on the whole of London
Underground have been
announced for 6pm on 5 February
until 9.59am on 6 February and
after 10am on 7 February until
12.59am on 8 February.

lan Pattison

B KCL poverty pay
Members of Socialist Students
and the Socialist Party attended a
freezing cold picket line of King's
College London (KCL) cleaners on
27 January.

KCL sadly isn’t the first ‘elite’
institution to be pulled up for
paying poverty wages to its
cleaners. London School of
Economics (which is just round
the corner from KCL) has recently
been hit by cleaners protesting
against trade union victimisation
and University College London
Unison members have been
battling for a number of years
around issues of low wages and
the treatment of staff.

All of these strikes are significant.

Cleaners are traditionally some
of the worst treated, often hired
through agencies and on zero-hour
contracts. It can be difficult to
organise in these conditions. Also
many of the cleaners are migrant
workers, super-exploited by big
business.

Edward Barnes, vice chancellor of
KCL, was paid £458,000 in 2016.
The huge disparity between his
pay and the measly 1% pay rise
of lecturers and poverty pay of
cleaners, reeks of snobbery. Unison
cleaners at King's are striking to
demand the cleaning contractor
Servest be removed and cleaners
brought back in house.

Helen Pattison

Successful and solid one-day strike by
hospital workers in Wales

Alec Thraves
Swansea Socialist Party

“We have to clean, sterilise and
reassemble surgical equipment
that has been contaminated with
bits of bone, brain and gristle. This
is a skilled and difficult job but
we are just taken for granted by
management.”

This is what one striker at Mor-
riston hospital in Swansea ex-
plained as hospital sterilisation
and disinfection unit (HSDU)
workers at Abertawe Bro Morgan-
nwg University health board, cov-
ering Swansea, Neath/Port Talbot
and Bridgend.

The health workers were strik-
ing in an effort to bring their pay
banding up to the equivalent of
other HSDU workers across Wales.

As the lengthy name of their unit
suggests, we would all be in a lot of
trouble without the skill and dedi-
cated work of these vital NHS staff
who decontaminate operating
theatres, wards, clinics and A&E
departments, as well as preparing
surgical equipment to the highest
standard of cleanliness.

These workers are highly skilled
technicians but are still working to
job descriptions that were written
in 2004.

Recognising the specialist ex-
pertise and competence required

for this job, other health boards in
Wales have upgraded their HSDU
technicians from band two to
band three. Even this is still only
an increase of starting pay from
£8.25 an hour to £8.49.

Little wonder that after almost
two years of unsuccessful
negotiations with management
there was a 79% turnout and a
96% vote for strike action by these
Unison members.

The determined mood on the
picket lines should be a warning
to management that unless these
workers are brought in line with
the banding of their counterparts
across Wales then another 24-hour
strike will take place.

VICTORY: REMOVED ROYAL MAIL WORKERS RE\NSTATED

Carl Harper

Peterborough Socialist Party and
CWU delivery representative
(personal capacity)

Members of the Communication
Workers Union (CWU) Eastern 5
branch are celebrating a victory
over Royal Mail in a battle over trade
union solidarity.

Two members working in Peter-
borough mail centre were removed
from the workplace and were facing
disciplinary action after they had
submitted a statement of support
for another member who has been
controversially dismissed.

Members of all the postal grades
in Peterborough - including delivery,

processing, and distribution - cor-
rectly saw this spiteful, retrospective
action as an attack on the funda-
mentals of trade unionism - solidar-
ity between members.

A proposition calling for indus-
trial action up to and including a
strike was passed by the branch and
endorsed in principle by the CWU
postal executive committee.

Withdrawal

Following a series of well attended
meetings across all of the functions,
the company agreed to reinstate the
members and withdraw all discipli-
nary charges.

The company was clearly pushed
back by the preparedness of mem-
bers at Royal Mail to take solidarity

strike action.

The company is looking to im-
pose its cost-saving business model
following privatisation. In addi-
tion to attacking union solidarity,
this includes changes to members’
pensions - effectively stealing thou-
sands of pounds from our deferred
wages.

The solidarity shown by members
gives a clear indication to both the
company and CWU of a readiness
to fight for our jobs and terms and
conditions at both local and nation-
al level.

Read more
online at

soc:a,hstpa.rty.org.uk

photo Clive Darra/Creative Commons
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TUSC conference expressed solidarity with the Jobstown protesters
facing imprisonment. More on their trial in a future issue
=L S Lan TR

The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) met in
conference on 28 January to discuss how it should operate in
a political context shaped by Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership of the
Labour Party. The conference included a debate on whether or not
to stand candidates in the 2017 local elections, overwhelmingly
agreeing a motion (see box) for the national steering committee
to proceed with processing candidate applications.

Socialist Party executive committee member and TUSC national

election agent, Clive Heemskerk, reports.

USC warmly welcomed Jer-

emy Corbyn’s Labour lead-

ership election triumphs in

September 2015 and again

last year, with the constitu-
ent parts of the coalition contributing
to his victories.

Paul Reilly, RMT trasnport union
executive member, in the opening
address to the conference, pointed
out that the 80,000-strong transport
union was the second-biggest donor
to Jeremy's leadership campaigns,
behind only the 1.4 million-member
Unite union.

Significantly, as a politically inde-
pendent union, the RMT was able
to contribute more than the Labour-
affiliated rail unions, Aslef and TSSA,

Hannah Sell introduced the Socialist Party motion
(opposite) which was passed overwhelmingly

whose £100,000-plus annual affilia-
tion fees actually help to finance the
anti-Corbyn, right wing-controlled
Labour apparatus.

The RMT will back Jeremy Cor-
byn, said Paul, but will also keep to
its annual delegate general meeting
decision to continue supporting indi-
vidual candidates in elections, TUSC
or Labour, who “support the union’s
key policies. We back candidates that
back us.”

Two parties in one

All the conference speakers started
from a determination not to under-
mine Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership or
the anti-austerity struggle that lay
behind his victories. On the contrary
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TO STAND OR NOT TO STAND?

B The Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition debates election plans

Socialist Party and RMT executive member Paul Reilly
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there was agreement that building the
struggle is the only way that his lead-
ership can be sustained against the
Labour right wing.

But the right are particularly en-
trenched among Labour’s elected
representatives, in parliament and the
council chambers. So what should be
done when the ‘Labour’ candidate on
the ballot paper is a jobs and services-
cutting, anti-Corbyn, right-winger?

There are, for example, 210 Labour
councillors up for election in May
who were among the 1,000 council-
lors who signed the open letter in
support of Owen Smith in last sum-
mer’s leadership coup against Jeremy
Corbyn. Where itis possible to stand a
TUSC candidate against them in May,
should they really be given a free run?

Hannah Sell, moving the successful
resolution on behalf of the Socialist
Party, said that the key was to recog-
nise that Labour was “two parties in
one”

There are those inspired by Jeremy
Corbyn’s anti-austerity message, par-
ticularly the thousands of new join-
ers, who would respond to a clear call
to transform the Labour Party from
Blair’s ‘New Labour’ into a real social-
ist anti-austerity workers’ party.

On the other hand there remains
the right wing, representing the in-
terests of the capitalist establish-
ment who benefitted so much from
Blairism, who will fight to the end to
prevent this. Where the right stand as
councillors, implementing draconian
cuts to local public services, a ballot
box challenge would strengthen the
struggle against them not undermine
it.

This wasn’t accepted by Charlie
Kimber, speaking for the third TUSC
constituent organisation, the Socialist
Workers’ Party (SWP), who opposed
the resolution. Standing candidates
at this time in England and Wales -
“Scotland is different” - would only
“weld together” Corbyn supporters
with the right wing and it was neces-
sary instead to allow events to devel-
op to drive “the two trends apart”.

Passive?
Another SWP member, Simon Hes-
ter, speaking from the floor, appealed
to the conference to “have patience”
and not “jump the gun” by standing
candidates this year.

This wasn’t a call for “passivity’, ar-
gued the SWP speakers. “All of us here
spend more of our time campaigning,
supporting strikes, and organising
demonstrations than we do running
election campaigns,’

Kimber. -
But as the Swan- %

sea RMT "

branch :

secretary 4

Owen /
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said |

from

the

said Charlie

floor, “campaigning is vital but
working class people want to
have a say at the ballot box as
well” If they are not repre-
sented by Labour - and they
. won't be by the right wing
h who still dominate the
Welsh Labour Party -
| they will look elsewhere,
' including to Ukip. “Show
' me a socialist Labour
Party and I'll affiliate to it.
But TUSC must carry on
standing candidates until
we have a Labour Party that
can really represent us.”

UKIP

The danger is that leaving
a vacuum ‘welds togeth-
er’ working class voters,
angry at their local

photos Paul Mattsson

Labour council’s cuts, with other po-
litical forces - Ukip, the Greens, and
even reviving the Liberal Democrats.
This was a theme of several speakers
from the floor.

It was recognised that TUSC
couldn’t fill the vacuum, even par-
tially, in every electoral contest - in
a parliamentary by-election for ex-
ample, where national factors would
dominate. The motion was not saying,
‘stand everywhere’ But working class
voters can easily distinguish between
Jeremy Corbyn and a local right-wing
councillor cutting libraries, children’s
centres, bin collections and other vi-
tal local services. So why give up one
of our campaign tools - the threat of a
ballot box challenge?

PCS vice-president John MclInally,
who sits on the TUSC steering com-
mittee in a personal capacity, agreed
that the political context in Scotland
was different, with Labour still in
crisis. Working class support for the
Scottish National Party (SNP) is be-
ginning to erode. It is therefore right
to support the aim set by the autono-
mously organised Scottish TUSC to

-+, stand as widely as they can in this

', year’s Scottish council elections.
g “Scotland is a different coun-
| try’, he said, turning to Charlie
| Kimber, “but not a different
| planet. Council workers, like
*, the Durham teaching assis-
. tants facing pay cuts from a
Labour council, need po-
litical representation as
» much as council work-

—— e

ers facing cuts in Glasgow or Dundee
do”

Other points of contention came up
in the debate. RMT and Socialist Party
member Jared Wood asked the ques-
tion, “what worries Jeremy Corbyn
the most? Is it TUSC candidates get-
ting votes for socialist anti-austerity
policies against Labour right-wingers
in some council seats?

“Or is it Len McCluskey losing the
Unite general secretary election to the
right-wing candidate Gerard Coyne,
who will then move to unseat Cor-
byn? Isn’t that the election the SWP
should be more ‘tactical’ about, if
they want to defend Jeremy Corbyn,
and not back an alternative left can-
didate against Len McCluskey as they
are doing?”

Len McCluskey
While not hiding our differences with
Len McCluskey the Socialist Party is
supporting him in the Unite election.
As Rob Williams told the conference,
“the Unite election is not a ‘referen-
dum’ on Corbyn,” as the SWP claimed
the council elections were. “If Coyne
wins it will be a coup against Corbyn,
and we know whose side we are on.”
In his reply Charlie Kimber referred
back to a Socialist Party statement
that had been submitted to the TUSC
national steering committee last au-
tumn, calling on TUSC to “make no
further preparations for contesting
the May 2017 elections in England
and Wales pending discussions with
Jeremy Corbyn and his supporters on
the new possibilities opening up fol-
lowing his re-election victory.” What
has really changed since then to re-

Feature Y

TUSC and the 2017 elections

The following motion was
agreed by the conference,
with five votes against:

This conference re-affirms the
support that TUSC has given to
Jeremy Corbyn against Labour's
Blairite right-wing, from his ini-
tial leadership election victory in
September 2015 and during his
re-election campaign in 2016.

We recognise that his leader-
ship of the Labour Party has
opened up the political situation
compared to the first five years
of TUSC's existence and that his
defeat by the Labour right-wing
would be a serious blow for the
working class movement.

TUSC was set-up in 2010, co-
founded by the late Bob Crow, to
enable trade unionists, communi-
ty campaigners and socialists to
stand candidates under a com-
mon anti-austerity and socialist
banner, with an agreed minimum
platform of core policies. Estab-
lishing an electoral coalition of
this character, involving a mix of
constituent organisations and
individuals, was conceived as a
step towards solving the vacuum
of working class political repre-
sentation that had existed since
the triumph of ‘New Labour.

Jeremy Corbyn

Clearly Jeremy Corbyn's
leadership victory, potentially a
terminal defeat of New Labour,
required TUSC to re-calibrate
its electoral activity and confer-
ence supports the steps taken
by the steering committee to
do so. In the May 2016 lo-

cal elections, for example, no
TUSC candidates were even

considered to be run without
local TUSC groups seeking a
dialogue with the sitting Labour
councillor or prospective candi-
date on the critical issue of their
preparedness to resist cuts to
local council jobs and services.

Conference calls on the
steering committee to continue
with this approach for the 2017
elections.

We recognise that this will be
more challenging in the 33 Eng-
lish county councils and unitary
authorities with elections in May,
only six of which have Labour-led
administrations.

Wales & Scotland

That is not the case, however,
in Wales - where right-wing
Labour is the dominant force in
local government - or Scotland,
in a different political context
and with councillors elected
under a proportional represen-
tation system in multi-member
wards. The preference vote sys-
tem used in mayoral elections
also makes it easier for TUSC
candidacies to be supportive of
Jeremy Corbyn’s anti-austerity
message while making sure
that the Tories do not make
electoral headway.
Notwithstanding the differ-
ences between the various
contests taking place in May,
conference calls on the steer-
ing committee to ensure that, for
whichever elections candidate
applications are received, TUSC's
electoral interventions are part
of a serious campaign against
cuts to local public services and
will strengthen the battle against
the right wing in the Labour Party
and the unions.

verse that position, he asked?

But things have moved on, re-
sponded Hannah Sell, since the So-
cialist Party circulated its statement
to the steering committee, the day
after Jeremy Corbyn’s re-election (see
‘#CorbynWins: New tasks for TUSC’
at socialistparty.org.uk).

Socialism

The momentum generated by his sec-
ond victory, which could have been
built on to decisively defeat the right
and transform the Labour Party, has
been dissipated. While there could be

another Corbyn wave in the future, it
is clear that the ‘new possibilities’ the
statement referred to have not been
seized.

Jeremy Corbyn is attempting the
impossible, said the RMT national
president, Sean Hoyle, summing up.
“He can’t keep his socialist principles
intact and the Labour Party intact at
the same time. The vast majority of
the parliamentary Labour Party and
the councillors who back them are
not socialists and shouldn’t be left
unchallenged by socialists, including
at the ballot box.”
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Libraries fightback

Protest to save Rushey Mead ===
library photo Priti Raichura

Mike Barker
Leicester Socialist Party

Like other Labour-controlled local
authorities, Leicester City Council
is in the process of doing the To-
ries’ bidding by destroying our city’s
public services.

But people are fighting back
to save our libraries. In late 2016
a vibrant community campaign
stopped the threatened closure of
the city’s second busiest library, and
evidently the taste of victory has in-
spired others to fight back.

Following a recent 100-stong pro-
test, later in the week around 150
people packed a community centre
to stop the imminent closure of an-
other local library.

“This Labour council are not

strong enough to stand up and say
‘we are Labour and we won’t make
any cuts!” said one campaigner. An-
other person argued that the mayor,
as a former teacher, should be “em-
barrassed and ashamed for even
trying to close a single library.

With other libraries across the
city in the process of coming under
review for cuts, we now have the
belated support of a couple of pro-
Corbyn councillors.

But with so many other services
under attack (like welfare and youth
services), it is critical that as many
people as possible demand that no
cuts be made at all.

In Leicester one obvious way in
which our council can prevent fur-
ther cuts is by drawing upon the
£142 million they have in their gen-
eral reserves!

n
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Conference: Saturday and
Sunday, 11-12 February 2017

Socialist Students conference is now less than two weeks away. This prom-
ises to be a hugely exciting event. Socialist Students will be hosting Monica
Caballero - the deputy general secretary of the Sindicato de Estudiantes
(student union in Spain) and a leader of the mass movement against edu-
cation attacks in Spain. The Sunday morning session will include a debate
with Conservative Future. Throughout the weekend the discussions will
feature the following themes as well as many more:

B The fight against racism and ‘Trumpism’

B The HE Bill and defending education

B Can there be a ‘Brexit’ in the interests of the 99%7?
M 100 years since the Russian revolution
B The struggle against cuts in schools and colleges

B Building Socialist Students

For more information and to register visit socialiststudents.org.uk/events
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"THINGS HAVE TO CHANGE™

Katie Hopkins
Cornwall Socialist Party

look around at prices going up
for everything and can’t under-
stand how we can sustain this
way of life for even the next ten
years!

Ilive in Cornwall and I don’t own
my own home. I have to move all the
time and I've already had to move
out of my hometown to be able to
afford the ever growing rents. I have
been on benefits even when work-
ing and I have seen my rent go up
while housing benefit has stayed
flat.

Even working 46 hours a week for
above minimum wage, my benefits
were still half of my income. This

isn’t okay. My rent is more than a
mortgage. But I can’t get one be-
cause I can’t save. To me housing
should not be a privilege, but a right.

I’'m worried about
everything. Our rights at
work, everything. Things
have to change, that’s
why | joined the Socialist
Party

I'm worried about everything.
Our rights at work, everything. I re-

cently started a new job. I signed a
contract for a year’s work but was
asked to leave after nine months. I
had no problems at work and was
told I did my job well. One day I ex-
pressed to my manager that work
was quiet and maybe I could reduce
my hours a little. The next day I was
asked to leave.

I had no money coming in. I had
a contract. I never realised that until
you've been working for a company
for two years you have few rights.
Since then I've heard stories of com-
panies using this as part of their
day-to-day practice. Taking advan-
tage of the four weeks’ notice period
or getting rid of people just before
they reach the two year line.

Things have to change, that’s why
I have joined the Socialist Party.

| Wallasey Labour
‘dispute’ escalates

The situation in Wallasey Constitu-
ency Labour Party (CLP) has con-
tinued to escalate.

Labour Party members around
the country were contacted by par-
ty officials to take part in Labour’s
day of action for the NHS. This in-
cluded Wallasey CLP, which has
been suspended since July 2016.

They were informed that their
suspension was to be extended un-
til March at least, with no explana-
tion, but members were asked to

leaflet and campaign on the day!

It also emerged that the vice-
chair of Wallasey CLP is subject to
investigation by Labour’s Blairite-
dominated National Executive
Committee’s (NEC) shadowy
compliance unit for objecting to
the one-sidedness and several
proven lies in the report issued last
autumn.

In essence he is being investigat-
ed for investigating the investiga-
tion. Such is the world of the Blair-
ites - if you can’t control it, then
ban or suspend it.

We support mandatory reselec-
tion. If the Labour right think their

way is the only way then let their
constituents and party members
decide. The Labour NEC has rigged
the candidate selections for the
forthcoming elections in Copeland
and Stoke Central, picking anti-
Brexit, anti-Corbyn candidates.

Should they lose, they will use
this as ‘evidence’ that Corbyn is
unelectable.

We need to give voters an alter-
native to the Tories and Ukip. We
need an alternative to the Tory-lite
policies of the Labour right. We
need a workers’ party.

Leon Wheddon
Wirral Socialist Party

NEWHAM C
S MILL

Scott Jones
East London Socialist Party

One Newham council worker could
lose £6,000 and lose his home if the
£1.8 million cut to workers’ wages
goes ahead. The all-Labour coun-
cil, led by mayor Sir Robin Wales
who earns £81,000 a year, had a
whopping £161 million in general
reserves in 2015-16.

Bin workers, some of the 1,300
affected, lobbied a full council
meeting over the attack on 30
January. The lobby, initiated by
Unite and Socialist Party members
on Newham Trades Council,
was joined by NHS campaigners

lobbying the council over STPs,
RMT transport union members,
Momentum supporters and a
suspended councillor!

Angry

To build support for the lobby So-
cialist Party members, on behalf of
Newham Trades Council, leaflet-
ted workplaces and were invited
into the canteen of one depot to
leave leaflets. We spoke to workers
who are understandably very an-
gry about the cuts to their holiday,
overtime and maternity pay. Their
union Unite should be commended
for taking a stand on the issue after
GMB and Unison shamefully signed
up to the deal.

) WORKERS' P
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Lobby outside Newham
Town Hall, East Ham 30
January photo Scott Jones

Newham'’s 60 Labour councillors
could vote against austerity, like
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has
pledged to - and propose a strategy
to fight back, like the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC -
see centre pages).

Newham residents and workers
deserve councillors willing to
oppose austerity. If those currently
in are not willing, they should step
aside for others who are. One Unite
member told us he’d rather stand
as a councillor for TUSC than
Labour.

If the council refuses to listen, a
serious campaign including strikes
from Unite and the other council
unions could defeat the onslaught.

discusses tasering of
race relations man

Roger Thomas
Bristol North Socialist Party

Around 200 people crammed into
a meeting in St Pauls, Bristol, on 28
January to discuss the horrendous
tasering of a police race relations
group member Judah Adunbi.

There was a feeling of anger at
what had happened and a desire
to achieve justice for Judah but
it didn’t stop there. Speaker after
speaker from the floor talked of
personal experiences of injustice
and that enough was enough. Ac-
tion needs to be taken to ensure
this stops now.

A campaign has been formed by
the community, and Avon and Som-
erset police are in the spotlight. Fur-
ther meetings and events are set to

be arranged to highlight the case and
the racist policing. The elected police
commissioner, Sue Mountstevens, sat
silently throughout the meeting, de-
clining the opportunity to comment.

Bristol mayor Marvin Rees spoke
to highlight the racial nature of the
problem but declined to indicate
how £101 million of cuts to council
services are likely to make things
better.

This when a recent report from
the Roundtree Foundation indicates
that Bristol is one of the most une-
qual cities, with the BME population
trailing behind in job opportunities,
health, and social access.

B Socialist Party pamphlet: Fight
racism, fight for socialism. A collec-
tion of articles from the Socialist.
£2 or 10 for £10. Available from
leftbooks.co.uk
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I Cumbria care home beds under threat

Cumbria county council has again published long discredited assertions to
justify its attack on our care home system which will get rid of the majority
of beds.

They must have hired a PR firm to give Cumbrians the false, glossy impres-
sion that they have initiated a big step forward. In fact they have been
forced to build two new homes because it is now a statutory requirement.
Of course the Socialist Party welcomes these improvements, but we are
outraged that the council hides the fact that they are taking away most of
the beds needed by the elderly and disabled.

They promise us that existing staff and residents will transfer to the new
buildings. In fact staff have already been cut and many of the residents
won’t be with us in two years.

Their figures of current occupancy levels of 50% to 72% are part of a
breathtakingly dishonest piece of propaganda to make us think there is

a lack of demand. The truth is they are refusing new admissions, winding
staff levels down and turning people away.

This spin has been answered in Socialist Party leaflets, articles and the
covering letter of our 1,300 strong petition, and Labour members have
confronted the council with the truth that this is just putting a gloss on
implementing Tory spending cuts. If Labour truthfully alerted local people to
the horror facing old people and their families, and mobilised them to fight
off the Tory attacks, we would support them. But if they let the Tories off the
hook they will pay the price.

Brent Kennedy, Carlisle Socialist Party

.sﬂ(iulj,; .
pParty, Carlisle

STOP THE cUTS
TAX THE RICH

ELIZRDETH
WELSH

CRRE HOME
OPEN

Carlisle Socialist Party
campaigning against
care home cuts photo
Carlisle Socialist Party

m Bernard Roome Donate today!

memorial meeting

Saturday 25 March
3pm till 5pm
Station Suite, The Grand
Hotel (opposite railway sta-
tion), Swansea, SA1 1NX
B See socialistparty.org.uk/

articles/24262 for Bernard’s
obituary

MW pay by card on 020

8988 8777 J
or socialistparty.org.uk/ & :;

donate

H cheques payable to
‘Socialist Party’, PO Box E-

f" Socialist Party Fighting Fund

£received £ target January-March 2017 Deadline 31 March 2017

northern 321 750 | D SR
Northwest 697 2,100 [N I IS
southwest 562 1,800 [N IEE
West Midlands 808 2,600 [N S0
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EastMidlands 381 1,850 [ EEE
Southen 305 1,600 [JESH
Eastern 218 1,200 [JEEH
Yorkshire 568 3,300 [JEEE
London 997 6,100 [JEEH
South East 74 750 |JGA

Other 78 5,650 1%
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BLAIRITE STITCH-UP IN STOKE

Andy Bentley
Stoke Socialist Party

areth Snell, archi-

tect of council cuts

by Newcastle-under-

Lyme borough coun-

cil, former bag-carrier
for Tristram Hunt and backer of the
right wing’s Owen Smith in the sec-
ond Labour leadership election, has
effectively been bureaucratically
manoeuvred into becoming the La-
bour candidate in the Stoke Central
byelection.

At the back end of 2016, Stoke
Central Labour Party members
made their support clear for Jeremy
Corbyn’s anti-austerity policies
to lead a fightback against the
Tories’ endless cuts, closures and
privatisation.

In the second Labour leadership
election, 40 of them voted to nomi-
nate Jeremy Corbyn with just four
voting for Hunt-nominated Owen
Smith.

Despite this, the right wing, still
controlling the party apparatus,
rushed through their purging of all
known Corbyn supporters from the
byelection candidates’ list at the
first opportunity. This included at
least two local Labour councillors
who had openly backed Corbyn and

Support for Labour
nationwide has dropped
significantly since 1997.
In Stoke Central it has
been dramatic

who were both well-known across
the city.

The first priority for the Blair-
ite right in Stoke Central was to
make sure that no supporter of Jer-
emy Corbyn’s anti-austerity policies
would get the chance to be elected
as a Labour MP in the area. For
them, the threat posed by Ukip is
secondary.

Support for Labour has signifi-
cantly dropped nationwide from a
highpoint when Tony Blair’s gov-
ernment was first elected in 1997.
In Stoke Central, that fall has been
dramatic.

In the 1997 general election, La-
bour’s vote in Stoke Central was
26,662. But it decreased in all five
general elections, down to 12,220 in
2015. That'’s 66.3% in 1997 down to
39.3% in 2015.

This was primarily because Tony
Blair and Gordon Brown’s right-
wing dominated Labour govern-
ments carried out Tory-lite policies.
Locally, this included over 1,000
NHS job losses.

In the same period, Stoke-on-
Trent’s Labour-controlled city
council, even under Labour gov-
ernments, carried out millions of
pounds of cuts to council jobs and
services.

Over this period, a massive
accumulated anger has developed
against Labour locally. Ukip came
second in the 2015 general election
by tapping into this anger - and
now poses a threat to Labour in the
byelection.

Effectively imposing Gareth Snell
at the expense of local Corbyn sup-
porters has made the task of defeat-
ing Ukip far more difficult.

In 2014, as Labour leader of
Newcastle-under-Lyme  borough
council, Snell lost his seat to Ukip
after carrying out cuts to jobs and
services. After regaining his seatin a
byelection last year, he claimed that
“it had nothing to do with Corbyn”!

A Labour candidate supporting
Jeremy’s anti-austerity appeal could
have trounced Ukip by fighting the
byelection on the need for a pro-
worker, socialist Brexit (see pages
2-3), renationalisation of the rail-

ways and Post Office, a £10 an hour
minimum wage, free education, a
fight against council cuts, an end
to zero-hour contract exploitation,
repeal of the anti-trade union laws,
and saving our NHS by getting rid of

vy

Stoke Labour’s right wing purged known Corbyn supporters
from the candidates’ list photo Paul Mattsson

the privateers and cuts.

However, this type of campaign
won'’t be on offer in this byelection.
Instead, Labour’s right wing is stick-
ing with the failed policies and can-
didates of the past.

Andy Burnham photo Rwendland/creative commons

Becci Heagney and Matt Kilsby
Salford Socialist Party

Andy Burnham, Blairite MP for
Leigh, has been selected as the
Labour Party candidate for Greater
Manchester metropolitan mayor.
The new position is part of an
undemocratic devolution of powers
- and austerity.

‘Devo Manc’ will mean six of the
ten hospitals will be downgraded - a
potential step to their closure.

The promised £300 million pot of
money to build houses can only be
used to loan to private developers.
‘Education area reviews’ mean the
closure and merger of colleges.

This atrocious deal was cooked
up between George Osborne, Tory
chancellor at the time, and the ten
Greater Manchester council lead-
ers, nine who are Labour.

Programme

Burnham has promised to continue
to pay student nurse bursaries, do-
nate 15% of his salary to tackling
homelessness, oppose fracking, and
build council housing.

The Socialist Party supports these
pledges as a step in the right direc-
tion. But, we ask Burnham, how are
these to be implemented?

For example, much of the
money for housing has already
been allocated to the likes of Peel
Holdings for luxury flats. Health
and social care faces upwards of
a £1 billion shortfall after massive
cuts through the ‘sustainability and

transformation plans!
Struggle
Burnham’s pledges could be

implemented. However, they would
require the mobilisation of local
communities and trade unions
into a mass campaign to force the
government to provide the funds, as
well as changing parts of the ‘devo’
deal itself.

Burnham is not prepared to wage
such a struggle.

Workers and community activists
need to put the maximum amount
of pressure on Burnham and push
for genuine anti-austerity policies.

Blairite councillors will try to
block a metro mayor trying to re-
verse privatisation and fight for

more money for local services, high-
lighting the need to build a mass
campaign of ordinary people across
the region.

Greater Manchester supporters
of the Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition (TUSC) - an electoral
alliance including transport union
RMT and the Socialist Party - can’t
consider fielding a candidate in this
election, due to being priced out.
The deposit alone is £5,000, with
thousands extra needed for a page
in the official electoral booklet sent
to every house in the area.

However, we will not be silent
during the election or afterwards.
We will continue to campaign for
socialist measures to fight austerity
in Greater Manchester.

We call on workers and residents
locally to join with us in defending
public services, and for genuine
devolution and democracy in our
region.

B ‘Devo Manc’ con details, Andy
Burnham'’s right-wing record - read
the full article at socialistparty.
org.uk

End poverty pay now...
Get organised!
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Adam Viteos

Over Christmas I worked gruelling
hours in the retail sector, some-
times up to seven hours without any
breaks. I did not dare refuse or com-
plain as I was on a four-hour con-
tract and I knew that I'd be put at the
bottom of the list if a shift came up
at short notice.

Despite my constant availability
and inconsistency of hours - some
weeks working only eight hours,
others up to 36 - I was still paid lit-
tle enough to be eligible to continue
receiving a top up from Universal
Credit throughout the months lead-
ing up to Christmas.

I often have to work from morn-
ing to late afternoon with no break.
Lunch is completely out of the ques-
tion and so I constantly feel tired.
Yet I always seem to feel on edge
when I'm not working. I feel like my

| feel like my life revolves
around waiting for the
phone to ring for my next
shift

life revolves around waiting for the
phone to ring for my next shift or
worrying when I don’t get the call
about how I'm going to make my
rent or feed myself.

I'm angry and my co-workers,
while sharing my anger, are com-
pletely demoralised and have no
confidence in organising.

I've decided to do something with
my anger and am attending my first
Usdaw (retail union) branch meet-
ing next week. I hope to find other

Phone 020 8988 8777 or visit socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe to

pay by card or arrange a Direct Debit. Or post cheques (payable to
Socialist Publications) to PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD

photo Paul Mattsson

people who face the same situation
because I know that if I dare organ-
ise anything on my own I'll sudden-
ly find myself on my contracted four
hours and no more.

I hope that with others in my un-
ion facing similar disgraceful cir-
cumstances, we can start organising
in each other’s workplaces so that
we’re not victimised at work for dar-
ing to make a stand.

We desperately need an end to
zero-hour and low-hour contracts
unless specifically requested by the
workers; an end to poverty wages,
and the introduction of a £10 an
hour minimum wage now, as a step
towards a real living wage.

The Socialist Party fights for these
demands and I am sure other mem-
bers of my union will be as keen to
organise and fight on these issues
because these insecure jobs are
completely unsustainable and need
to be stopped.

Direct debit
just @ £4.50
amonthor B
£6.50 a month
including
Socialism Today
magazine H12
issues £20

H6 months £35
H1year £60
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super-exploit workers

Mary Jackson

The Guardian and BBC news have
exposed garment manufacturers in
Leicester employing thousands of
workers on £3 an hour, less than half
the minimum wage.

How is this possible? Paying the
minimum wage is a legal require-
ment. Why aren’t the employers fac-
ing prison?

The report says that some work-
ers are being paid ‘in the hand,; no
wage slips, no proof of income, no
employment protection, and I'm
guessing no health and safety.

The Guardian talks of bullying,
threats, arbitrary humiliation, de-
nial of toilet breaks, and theft of ma-

ternity pay. This is unacceptable. If
the newspapers and TV can find out
the truth and expose it then why has
there been no action?

Last year 37 firms were fined
a total of £51,000 for paying less
than the minimum wage. Not even
£1,500 each. Well it’s a bargain
for the employers. They'd stolen
£177,000 from their workforce and
got a tiny slap on the wrist.

And the final insult, the fine and
repaying the money they'd stolen
will be tax deductible!

The trade unions need to get
actively involved. Unionise the
workers, expose the shops that are
selling these clothes and call for a
boycott. This exploitation must be
ended.

Slave labour at Sports Direct

Karen Seymour

The news that two brothers were
jailed at Nottingham Crown Court
for trafficking vulnerable people to
work at Sports Direct in Shirebrook,
Derbyshire, will have shocked and
angered many.

The 18 victims were targeted pre-
cisely because they needed money
badly, one needing to fund treat-
ment for his desperately ill mother
back in Poland.

The men were told of jobs in the
UK which could pay £300 a week.
In reality, they were given a fraction
of this, for working long hours, with
the traffickers pocketing the rest.

They were also promised decent
accommodation. What they actually
got was a chronically overcrowded,
dirty flat in a shared house with
others.

It's probably true that Mike Ash-
ley, the boss of Sports Direct, didn’t
know about this trafficking. How-
ever, he’s made billions from the ex-
ploitation of his workforce through
practices such as the use of zero-
hour contracts and paying less than
the minimum wage.

The Socialist Party campaigns to
end exploitative, Dickensian work-
ing conditions and practices. We
demand an end to zero-hour con-
tracts. All workers must have trade
union rates of pay, full employment
protection, and sickness and holi-
day rights from day one of employ-
ment.
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The Socialist Party fights for socialism - a democratic society run for the
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class
people. The organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts
and transform society.

In December 2016 it was reported
that India had surpassed Britain to
become the sixth largest economy
in the world. However, India is one
of the most unequal countries with

the richest 1% holding 58% of over-

’ all wealth. For the poorest and those
suffering oppression, life in India is
brutal.
The current prime minister, Nar-
endra Modi, leader of the right-wing
[ | Hindu nationalist BJP, has imple-

mented many policies with the aim
of whipping up Hindu nationalist

CA

As capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must
be international.

The Socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ International
(CWI), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.

that’s resulted in only eight people

Bryan Koulouris
Socialist Alternative, US

ne of the most reac-

tionary, bigoted and

predatory  adminis-

trations in modern

history has taken of-
fice. The Trump presidency, from
the vicious tweets to the bizarre
press conferences to the reactionary
cabinet picks and executive orders,
has millions of people understand-
ably feeling they are in an unfolding
nightmare.

Trump’s policies can be defeated,
but it will take determined resist-
ance, mass civil disobedience and
disruption of ‘business as usual’ to
win.

‘Business as usual’ is the system

N A\ — - 1
‘| Socialist Alternative

city councillor Kshama
1 Sawant leads the protests
at Sea-Tac airport

now having more wealth than 3.7
billion people - half the world’s pop-
ulation. ‘Business as usual, under
Democrats as well as Republicans,
is perpetual climate destruction,
war, income inequality, racism and
sexism. Business as usual helped
open the door to Trump’s populist
demagoguery.

Trump formally scrapped the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal
that the Obama administration con-
structed to push back against Chi-
na’s growing economic power. We
certainly do not mourn the end of
this anti-worker, anti-environment
pact. But Trump’s alternative seems
to be to threaten a trade war with
China.

Contrary to  administration
claims, tariffs will not bring
manufacturing jobs back in large
numbers. A trade war is more likely
to push the world economy into
recession.

What choice?

Under capitalism we face the ter-
rible ‘choice’ between destructive
corporate globalisation and protec-
tionist trade wars.

To stop the right-wing onslaught,
we need to instead focus on mobi-
lising from below with 100 days of
resistance to Trump’s agenda.

We need to base our movement
on the needs of working people and
not limit our demands to what the
Democratic Party leadership will
accept.

We can build the biggest possible
protests by calling for popular meas-
ures like defending and extending
reproductive rights, ending depor-
tations of immigrants and establish-
ing improved Medicare for all. We
need to keep fighting for a $15 mini-
mum wage, tuition-free college and
an end to mass incarceration.

We need unity and solidarity of all
people actively opposing Trump to
stop his attacks. Women facing cuts
to Planned Parenthood, which pro-
vides reproductive health services,
should be backed up by everyone
who is standing against Trump;
the same goes for immigrants and
anyone else in this predator’s cross-
hairs. Unions, community groups,
women’s  organisations,  Black
Lives Matter activists and socialists
should all mobilise together with
clear demands and decisive action.

Socialist Alternative thinks that
we need a new party of the 99% to be
an uncompromising force in fight-
ing Trump’s agenda. The Democrat-
ic Party leadership helped pave the
way for Trump’s victory, and their
politicians are overwhelmingly con-
trolled by the corporate elites.

Mainstream Democrats didn’t
stop Bush’s agenda, and they
haven’t delivered on their promises
to combat racism and sexism or im-
prove the lives of working people.
This is why some working people
were seduced by Trump’s pro-work-
er demagogy, something which will
be undermined by experience.

Trump is the embodiment of
predatory capitalism, and while
successfully fighting his agenda,
working people can lay the basis for
a world without exploitation, pover-
ty and discrimination. Join us in the
fight for socialism! We have a world
to win!

B Read full article on
socialistworld.net

Kshama Sawant in the
Metro photo Isai Priya

sentiments in the hope of securing
its fast-diminishing vote base.

The government recently at-
tempted to introduce a ban on eat-
ing cow meat which led to attacks
on oppressed-caste people who get
labelled as ‘beef eaters. Cows are
considered sacred to Hinduism.

Fascistic forces such as the ‘RSS,
that is linked to the BJP, use issues
such as this in the hope of building
their support base. They have been
trying to use similar tactics in many
states. But in Tamil Nadu, where
the BJP has miniscule support with
only one narrowly elected MP, vari-
ous such attempts have failed in the
past.

Anger

In Tamil Nadu many issues have
caused anger, particularly among
young workers in the cities. These
include how the BJP-dominated
nearby Karnataka state blocked the
Kaveri river water supply to Tamil
Nadu, and the recent demonetisa-
tion mayhem throughout India.

The anger burst out when the Ta-
mil New Year holiday, Pongal Day,
was taken away and the Jallikattu
(bull taming) tradition, which is as-
sociated with the Tamil New Year,
was banned.

Tamil New Year -celebrations
include a four-day festival which
marks the winter harvest. The tradi-
tion of cooking harvested rice on the
first day has survived to this day.

However, celebrating COWS
and bulls on the second day had
become ceremonial. Only a few
villages maintain the tradition of
Jallikattu.

Though the Tamil New Year
is celebrated largely by Hindus,
recently its character has been
changing as something celebrated
by all Tamils and is seen as part of
the Tamil identity.

A ban took place following a suc-
cessful court case brought forward
by Peta, a well-known animal rights
organisation. This ban is seen as a
direct attack on the Tamil-speaking
people and gave rise to a mass erup-
tion of anger.

What made this eruption the larg-
est since the 1960s is its character in
defence of Tamil identity. Although
some of the most visible slogans
centred on Jallikattu, it is in general
linked to Tamil aspirations for na-
tional rights. The majority who took
part in the protests are city workers
who had never been to Jallikattu or
will ever take it up.

Placards such as “save our farm-
ers” and chants against the state and
central government politicians and
parties were a common feature. It

™

was clear that protesters wanted to
inflict a blow against the Modi-led
government.

The protest quickly spread across
the world in places where big Tamil
populations live. The spontaneous
uprising in Tamil Nadu of tens of
thousands of students and young
workers has gained the support of
and inspired many.

However the protest that was
largely mobilised by social media
lacked leadership and direction. No
attempt has been made to put for-
ward a coordinated set of demands

photos TamISoIidarity We
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against state repression

L.

and clear tactics.

Some argued for an organised ap-
proach and the need to prepare for
future challenges, including possi-
ble attacks by the state.

Attack

The movement forced the govern-
ment to give some concessions.
They have now temporarily re-
moved the ban.

But rather than calming things
down, the situation became more
explosive. This response is correctly
seen by many as political and

oo

directly aimed at Modi’s central
government.

The state and the media immedi-
ately began a propaganda campaign
against the youth and students la-
belling them “terrorists’;, “traitors’,
and “anti-Indian infiltrators” This
was followed by a brutal attack by
the Tamil Nadu police.

Although this attack caused ri-
ots on the streets, videos are now
emerging which clearly show the
police themselves setting fire to the
public properties to vilify students
and young workers. Many young
people have now been detained
and many more, including children,
were injured.

Tamil Solidarity supports the right
to assemble and protest. We also de-
mand that all those arrested be im-
mediately released and adequate
medical and other facilities are
made available to the victims of the
brutal police attack. There should
also be a public inquiry into the ac-
tions of the police.

There was a real sense of unity
which will not go away easily; rather
it can fuel the struggle to come.

M This article can be read
in full at tamilsolidarity.org

Bangladesh: ‘Hartal’ protest against destructive power plant

Pete Mason

A half-day hartal, or general stop-
page, took place in Bangladesh on
26 January. It was part of an ongo-
ing campaign of protests against
the Rampal coal-fired power
plant project which threatens
the livelihoods of 50 million
rural poor in this country.

The Rampal power station
project will potentially de-
stroy the world heritage Sund-
arbans mangrove forests with
devastating consequences for
the region.

In the capital, Dhaka, police at-
tacked demonstrators - including
reportedly ordering a bus driver to
plough into protesters. Campaign

organisers (National Committee to
Protect Oil-Gas-Mineral Resources,
Power and Ports) responded to this
assault by calling for demonstra-
tions on 28 January and a country-
wide sit-in on 25 February. It will
also hold a mass rally in Khulna
on 11 March.
Bangladesh is a country with
a militant tradition of struggle.
Last December, tens of thou-
sands of garment workers in
Dhaka came out in a week-
long strike. They were de-
manding a minimum monthly
wage of 15,000 taka (£158) - a
300% increase on the current
minimum wage.

M See full article on
socialistworld.net

PUBLIC SERVICES

M No to ALL cuts in jobs, public
services and benefits. Defend our
pensions. energy and into ending the problems
M No to privatisation and the Private of early obsolescence and un-
Finance Initiative (PFl). Renationalise recycled waste.

all privatised utilities and services,
with compensation paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M Fully fund all services and

run them under accountable,
democratic committees that include
representatives of service workers

Abolish university tuition fees now
and introduce a living grant. No to
academies and ‘free schools’! prejudice.
M A socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs - free at the civil liberties. For the right to protest!
point of use and under democratic
control. Kick out private contractors!
M Keep council housing publicly
owned. For a massive building
programme of publicly owned
housing, on an environmentally
sustainable basis, to provide good
quality homes with low rents.

WORK AND INCOME

M Trade union struggle to increase
the minimum wage to £10 an hour
without exemptions as an immediate war campaigns, to provide a fighting,
step towards a real living wage. For
an annual increase in the minimum
wage linked to average earnings.

M All workers, including part-timers,
temps, casual and migrant workers
to have trade union rates of pay,
employment protection, and sickness occupations.
and holiday rights from day one of
employment.

M An immediate 50% increase in the ownership the top 150 companies
state retirement pension, as a step
towards a living pension.

M Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to
decent benefits, education, training,
or a job, without compulsion.

M Scrap the anti-trade union

laws! For fighting trade unions,
democratically controlled by their
members. Full-time union officials to the overwhelming majority of people,
be regularly elected and receive no
more than a worker’s wage. Support
the National Shop Stewards Network. M No to the bosses’ neoliberal
B A maximum 35-hour week with no
loss of pay. Europe and a socialist world!

Our demands include:

ENVIRONMENT
M Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable

M Public ownership of the energy
generating industries. No to nuclear
power. No to Trident.

M A democratically planned, low-fare,
publicly owned transport system,

as part of an overall plan against
environmental pollution.

and users.
M Free, publicly run, good quality RIGHTS
education, available to all at any age. M Oppose discrimination on the

grounds of race, gender, disability,
sexuality, age, and all other forms of

M Repeal all laws that trample over

End police harassment.

M Defend abortion rights. For a
woman'’s right to choose when and
whether to have children.

M For the right to asylum. No to racist
immigration laws.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY

M For a mass workers’ party drawing
together workers, young people

and activists from workplace,
community, environmental and anti-

political alternative to the pro-big
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND
INTERNATIONALISM
B No to imperialist wars and

M Tax the super-rich! For a socialist
government to take into public

and the banking system that
dominate the British economy, and
run them under democratic working
class control and management.
Compensation to be paid only on the
basis of proven need.

M A democratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of

and in a way that safeguards the
environment.

European Union! For a socialist

Join the fightback!
Join the Socialists! ")
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NHS nurse: why I'm joining the 4 March demo

FIGHT FOR
OUR HEALTH
SERVICE!
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The junior doctors’ strlkes Iast year msplred other
NHs workers to flght too photo Paul Mattsson
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Matt Whale
Nurse

e're seeing al-

most daily head-

lines announc-

ing the NHS is

in crisis. From
overstretched A&Es, to patients
left on trolleys, to staff morale be-
ing at an all-time low - our NHS is
at breaking point.

The Tories’ empty promises in
2010 that the NHS was ‘safe in
their hands’ have been broken
time and time again. A real time
pay cut of 25% since 2010 has left
some NHS staff relying on food
banks. Our commitment to car-
ing for our patients is continu-
ously exploited. The jokes about
nurses going whole shifts with-
out time for a toilet break are be-
coming an increasing reality.

We're seeing mass privatisa-
tion of services - including those
on the frontline. Proposed clo-
sures of hospitals, specialist ser-
vices and A&Es are provoking
thousands to go onto the streets
in disgust.

The future is one of either fight
or be trampled. The mood is
gathering among health workers
to come down firmly on the side
of fighting back. The inspiration-
al struggle of the junior doctors
has given confidence to others in
the NHS.

The campaign against the pay
freeze is now to be debated in
parliament after an online peti-
tion hit over 100,000 signatures.
Despite the attacks from the
right-wing media aiming to un-
dermine faith in the NHS, work-
ing class people still see it as the
jewel in the crown. And despite
massive cuts, staff still deliver
an overwhelmingly good qual-
ity of care.

The national demonstration
on 4 March is vital. It’s a chance
to bring together the hundreds of
local campaigns across the coun-
try into the national spotlight.
It's a chance to show the govern-
ment that we will fight for our
health service.

I'll be marching to defend the
NHS for the working class today
and for future generations. I'll be
marching because NHS workers
deserve more than a continu-
ous pay freeze and because the
patients I and other NHS workers
care for deserve better.

m Join the national It’s Our
NHS demonstration, 12 noon,
4 March, Tavistock Square,
London




	p1
	p2-3
	p4-5
	p6-7
	p8-9
	p10-11
	p12-13
	p14-15
	p16

