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Motion to Support Campaign Kazakhstan

This branch notes:
· Kazakhstan is a police state, ruled by Nursultan Nazarbayev where opposition activists and workers’ leaders face harassment, imprisonment and violent attacks from the regime.
· Nazarbayev and his regime’s position, is bolstered by the active support of, amongst others, the UK, US and German governments, keen to maintain lucrative trade links.
· Since 2010, the trade union movement, in particular the new trade union federation Zhanartu (’Renaissance’ in English) has been at the forefront of opposition to the regime and the main defender and advocate for democracy and workers’ rights.
· Campaign Kazakhstan has been set up with the aim of coordinating world-wide condemnation of the regime and the international corporations who collaborate with it. It also seeks maximum support for those who are fighting back – most prominent among them, Zhanartu leaders Ainur Kurmanov and Esenbek Ukteshbayev, prime targets of the state, Natalya Sokolova, imprisoned lawyer of the striking oil workers of west Kazakhstan and human rights activist Vadim Kuramshin.
This branch believes:
· The Nazarbayev regime must immediately halt all attacks on opposition and workers’ activists.

· Full democratic rights - free assembly, freedom of speech, the right to protest, to strike, and to join independent trade unions – must be granted immediately.

· That it falls to the international workers’ movement, in its best traditions, to support the movements for democracy and workers’ rights in Kazakhstan.

· That assisting and building Campaign Kazakhstan is one crucial way that the workers movement internationally can support our brothers and sisters in Kazakhstan.
This branch resolves to:
a) Add its name to the public list of sponsors and supporters of Campaign Kazakhstan.

b) Send letters of protest, where indicated by the campaign, about the denial of democratic rights in Kazakhstan.

c) Send letters of solidarity, where indicated by the campaign, with workers engaged in strikes and demonstrations in Kazakhstan.
d) Respond to appeals for support against particular attacks on Kazakhstan opposition activists.

e) Make a donation to Campaign Kazakhstan of £_______________ 
f) Pay a weekly/monthly standing order of £_______________ to Campaign Kazakhstan.
