THREE YEAR BAN FROM OFFICE FOR FOUR UNISON MEMBERS

 PROTEST LETTERS NEEDED NOW!

Four Unison members (Brian Debus, Glenn Kelly, Onay Kasab and Suzanne Muna) have been banned from holding any union position for three years having been found guilty by their trade union Unison (the biggest public sector union in Britain) on two charges of breaching union rules. The first charge asserts: “That your role in the production of the leaflet ‘Whose Conference’ that gave racist offence to members, showed disregard for the union’s aims and objectives and was in breach of rules.” The second charge states “That your attack on the integrity of the members of the Standing Orders Committee was in breach of rules.” Despite the investigation accepting there was no racist intent in producing the leaflet, the four have still been charged and found guilty of producing material that “gave racist offence to members.”

DISGRACEFUL CHARGE OF RACISM

To find four members who have always opposed, fought and campaigned against racism of effectively being racist themselves is not only outrageous but a terrible accusation for these four unison members to have to bear. Such a racist slur is bound to cause difficulties in the future, especially when working and applying for jobs in the public sector. 

This has provoked anger and outrage both within Unison and in the wider trade union movement. The priority of every union should be to defend its members from job losses, reduced hours and worse conditions which are being foisted on workers during this recession. The bosses protect their profits and are in turn backed by New Labour by bailing out the banks and expecting ordinary workers to pay the price for this capitalist crisis.

However the Unison bureaucracy are instead narrowly focused on silencing any opposition to the Unison leadership, especially socialists with a track record of fighting for their members. 

TWO YEARS OF “TRIAL” OF FOUR

Five unison members were put under investigation at the 2007 Unison conference for giving out a leaflet which asked branches to return key motions to the conference agenda that the Standing Orders Committee had rejected.  The leaflet drew delegates’ attention to the fact that one third of the motions submitted were rejected and that many crucial issues that could not be debated included the election of union officials, New Labours attacks on public services and organising industrial action.

For two whole years the four have been through an investigation and hearings.  Since these attacks began charges have been withdrawn from one of the original five, who is not a member of the Socialist Party, clearly revealing that this is an attack on Socialist Party members.

SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE EXECUTIVE

The Unison bureaucracy is only interested in maintaining their hold on the union and propping up New Labour –opposition to which is growing in the union.

The fact that Glenn Kelly was elected with a bigger majority than before to the NEC this year and was joined on the NEC by an extra three Socialist Party members demonstrates the support for Socialist ideas – especially the call to break the link with Labour. 

The four are now waiting to hear what punishment they will receive – they could be suspended from office for a number of years or even expelled from the union!

This is a desperate attempt by the Unison leadership to maintain their positions as they become more isolated from the mood of their membership. The need and struggle for an accountable, democratic fighting union will intensify is a period where public sector workers fear for their jobs, conditions and pensions.

PROTESTS NEEDED

The fight to exonerate Brian, Glenn, Kas and Suzanne must now be stepped up; already protest letters are flooding in showing the support for the four and meetings and protests are being planned.  This is not just about defending four good trade unionists and socialists but also to step up the fight to turn Unison into a fighting democratic union which puts its members and not bureaucrats first.

We are calling for protest letters to be sent to the General Secretary of Unison and copies to the campaign. (See addresses below.)

· Remove the charges

· Unison should be supporting such respected activists not attacking them

SEND YOUR PROTESTS TO:
 

UNISON HQ
1 Mabledon Place 
London WC1H 9AJ 
Telephone: 0845 355 0845  
 

e-mail: d.prentis@unison.co.uk 

Please Send copies of protest statements to: Defend the Four Campaign,  PO Box 858 London E11 1YG or email info@stopthewitchhunt.org.uk  
 for  further updates check out :- 

www.stopthewitchhunt.org.uk
 
 

