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Build a new mass workers’ party

The worst criminals 
from the last 13 years 
of brutal cuts and 

austerity got together in 
Manchester from 1 October.

Shouting for tax cuts for the rich, cheering 
for more privatisation of our public services, 
and hollering support for attacks on disabled 
people claiming benefits.

The headline act, that had people queueing 
around the block to get in, was Liz Truss, who 

less than a year ago resigned as prime minis-
ter in disgrace after just 49 days in office.

While delegates inside Tory Party confer-
ence argued about how to possibly avoid 
electoral disaster in the next general elec-
tion, and jostled for position for who will re-
place Rishi Sunak as Tory leader, thousands 
of striking doctors and radiographers pro-
tested outside.

Never before have doctors taken strike ac-
tion on this scale. And never have our NHS 
and other public services been in such a mess 
- devastated by cuts and privatisation.

We’ve got to get the Tories out!

Just a short trip down the M62, Labour will 
meet for its conference in Liverpool a week later.

An indication that a Keir Starmer-led gov-
ernment is by far the most likely after the gen-
eral election is that the money has followed 
him. Labour conference corporate sponsors 
outnumber the Tories 43-28. And he fully in-
tends to govern in their interests, looking after 
their profits.

For that reason, a government led by 
him won't provide the fully funded pay rise 
the doctors are demanding. Labour front-
benchers have also ruled out giving enough 
money to fix crumbling public buildings, or 

promising to save thousands of rail ticket of-
fices facing closure.

We need a new party that is a real alterna-
tive to pro-rich Tories, one that is prepared 
to take on the bosses and their profit system. 
That means a mass workers’ party armed with 
a socialist programme. Join the Socialist Party 
to help us fight for it.

JOIN THE  
SOCIALISTS
socialistparty.org.uk/join
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Mila Hughes
Coventry Socialist Party

On a recent trip to the US, addressing 
the right-wing thinktank the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute, Tory home 
secretary Suella Braverman argued 
for a ‘full reform’ to the current UN 
refugee convention. 

She belittled the real dangers that 
people face by saying that “simply 
being gay, or a woman, and fearful of 
discrimination in your country of ori-
gin” should not enough to be granted 
asylum. Braverman has previously 
said it was her “dream” to see a flight 
full of asylum seekers taking off to 
Rwanda. 

This is yet another instance of lead-
ing Tories turning to divisive rhetoric 
to try to appeal to a small section of 
Conservative Party members and 
supporters. Braverman and her peers 
argue that these changes will “fit the 
modern age” - when they’re clearly 
pushing us backwards! The splits and 
fractures in the Tory party were on 
display again with senior Tory politi-
cians and donors criticising Braver-
man for ‘dog whistle’ politics.

Tobias Ellwood, another Tory MP, 
responded: “I distance myself from 
some of those comments that I’ve 
just heard now, which are clearly de-
signed for a particular audience and 
it doesn’t do the prime minister any 
good, indeed as we lead into our own 
conference”

In the year 2022, 108.4 million 
people worldwide were forcibly dis-
placed from their homes, of which 
35.3 million became refugees in an-
other country. This is due to persecu-
tion, conflict, violence, human rights 
violations and climate disasters hap-
pening across the world. The migrant 
crisis is a consequence of profit-
driven capitalism, a system lurching 
from crisis to crisis. 

Even when some asylum seekers 
are given ‘safe routes’ and able to stay 
in Britain, they face the same poverty, 
housing and job crises that the whole 
working class faces. Labour does not 
offer policies to solve these crisis - a 
£15-an-hour minimum wage, coun-
cil house building, and real pay rises 
for public sector workers, for exam-
ple. And Keir Starmer’s Labour is not 
willing to take a stand against racist 
immigration policies either, saying it 
has ‘no choice’ but to carry on forc-
ing migrants onto unsafe barges if 
they were in power.

As socialists, we must stand in 
opposition to all racist immigration 
laws and campaign for a genuine 
right to asylum. This has to be linked 
to fighting for a system that meets the 
needs of the majority and not just 
the rich – a socialist society that can 
provide decent jobs and homes for 
all who need it. And to start to build 
a world free of war, persecution and 
environmental destruction that forc-
es people from their homes.

Braverman anti-refugee rhetoric
Fight against Tory divide and rule

Noah Eden
Sheffield Socialist Party

What was once seen as the great-
est capitalist party in the world, the 
Conservative Party is today growing 
weaker and splitting at the seams. 
John Cauldwell, who gave the Tories 
half a million pounds before the 2019 
election is now considering backing 
Keir Starmer’s Labour after Sunak’s 
net-zero U-turns (see ‘Tory net-zero 
ruin: Only socialist change can stop 
climate catastrophe’ on socialistpar-
ty.org.uk).

Prime minister Rishi Sunak is, as 
reported in the Sunday Times, con-
sidering cutting and abolishing in-
heritance tax in another desperate 
move to try and win back the support 
of rich backers.

According to a report by the Insti-
tute for Fiscal Studies, it would cost 

roughly £7 billion to abolish, with 
the richest 1% in Britain receiving an 
average tax cut of approximately £1.1 
million each!

HM Revenue and Customs statis-
tics show that, in 2020-21, less than 
4% of estates paid inheritance tax. It 
is evident that Sunak wouldn’t be do-
ing this to benefit the working class 
facing the cost-of-living crisis, but 
once again to act to benefit those at 
the top of society.

If Sunak continues with his deci-
sion to lower it and eventually abol-
ish it, the cost will be passed on to 
the working class. This means more 
austerity and cuts to public services. 
We fight for fully funded public ser-
vices, including the tax collectors, 
paid for by taking the wealth off the 
one percent, to run society demo-
cratically for the millions not the 
millionaires.

Sunak mulls inheritance tax giveaway for the rich Suella Braverman  photo: Simon Dawson / No 10 Downing Street/CC

T
he circus came to Manchester 
at the start of October. Tories 
competed for who could say 
the most outrageous com-
ment, and Boris Johnson 

wasn’t even at the Conservative Party 
conference!

Michael Gove, levelling up secre-
tary, truly is in cloud cuckoo land. 
His speech included:

Michael Gove: We have delivered 
better state schools than ever before.

Real world: Over 100 schools 
couldn’t open for the start of term 
due to unsafe concrete, levels of 
which were kept under wraps by the 
Tory government. Last year, 40,000 
teachers left the classroom.

Gove: Our universities the best in 
Europe and they are growing.

Real world: Chief executive of 
Universities UK, which represents 
140 institutions, says of the state of 
university funding: “The path we are 
on is unsustainable”.

Gove: Welfare is simpler, fairer and 
better targeted.

Real world: 421,967 people had 
Universal Credit sanctions, removing 
the limited money benefits provides 
to scrape by, imposed in the year 
2022.

Gove: Families have many more 
hours of free childcare.

Real world: With childcare costs 
soaring, for the first time in decades 
the number of women not returning 
to work after having a baby is going 
up.

Gove: We have delivered the fast-
est decarbonisation of any major 
economy.

Real world: The UK “will not fulfil 
the [net-zero emissions] commit-
ments”, according to outgoing chair 
of the government’s own Climate 
Change Committee. And that was 
before the recent huge U-turns.

Gove: We are world leaders in off-
shore wind.

Real world: Not one company put 
in a bid to develop offshore float-
ing wind farms earlier this year (see 
‘Where are all the offshore wind 
farms? Nationalise the energy indus-
try!’ at socialistparty.org.uk)

Housing
Do you rent? Don’t worry, the Tory 
housing minister Rachel Maclean 
has your back…

“There are plenty of young people 
who are in the PRS [private rented 
sector] who are not weed-smoking 
bad people in gangs and everything 
else, in crack dens… smashing up the 
neighbourhood…”

…no-one said there weren’t 
Rachel…

Tory circus comes to 
town – kick them all out!

Tory doctor plan must 
be a joke
The Tories have loudly announced 
an extra 205 medical school places 
for next year.

This actually means the number 
of new people training as doctors is 
slowing down!

There are over 130,000 vacancies in 
the NHS. So the Tory announcement 
will be a drop in the ocean when 
dealing with the NHS waiting list, 
which now includes a quarter of the 
population.

NHS money won’t 
touch sides
And the Tories are also promising 
£30 million to help the NHS roll out 
new technology. What about the £80 
billion that the NHS is going to hand 
to profiteering private companies in 
PFI deals?

The government says this will help 
them delivering their 10,000 ‘virtual’ 
beds. But, in the last 30 years of Tory 
and Labour cuts and privatisation, 
half of the NHS’s actual beds have 
been chopped.

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
●● editors@socialistparty.org.uk

or, if you’re not online, write to the Socialist Inbox, PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

Michael Gove Photo: Rory 
Arnold / No 10 Downing Street/cc
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We all know what that means. That means job cuts 
and privatisation. It means increased stress levels. 
It means increased workloads, and worse quality 
services.

They’ve also announced a ‘value for money’ sur-
vey on equality and diversity. This ‘anti-woke’ agen-
da across the civil service is a further crude attempt 
to divide workers, ironically during Black History 
Month. 

They are using civil service workers, hardworking 
people delivering crucial services, day-in day-out, as 
political footballs.

They are more intent on attacking us than ensuring 
properly trained, properly paid civil service workers 
who can deliver crucial, quality public services.

It is absolutely vital that PCS responds immediately. 
We must relaunch the national campaign. The na-

tional leadership has had its ‘pause’. That pause has 
invited aggression from the employer.

It is urgent that the PCS leadership sets out what 
is required to win. We need to rebuild the national 
campaign, including action, to ensure that we pro-
tect our jobs, protect our conditions, and protect the 
crucial services that we provide.

That task is urgent and immediate.

In the PCS elections, nominate Marion Lloyd 
for General Secretary and John Moloney for 
Assistant General Secretary - see page 7 

Tories threaten civil 
service job cuts
Marion Lloyd, 
Broad Left Network 
candidate for PCS 
general secretary, 
responds
At Tory conference, Chancellor Jeremy Hunt 
announced that the size of the civil service will be 
cut by one fifth. He said he will ban government 
departments from increasing their workforce and 
order them to ‘shrink’ to pre-pandemic levels within 
five years.

Marion Lloyd, Broad Left Network candidate for PCS 
general secretary, responded: 

JOIN THE 
SOCIALISTS

Join the fightback

●● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
●● or call 020 8988 8777
●● or text your name and  

postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

Theo Sharieff
Socialist Party executive committee member

A
s junior and consultant doc-
tors took historic coordi-
nated strike action, 3,000 
members of health unions, 
including the doctors’ un-

ions BMA and HCSA, Unison, and 
the Society of Radiographers, gath-
ered in St Peter’s Square in Manches-
ter to protest at the Tory conference. 

As the Tories continued to fight 
amongst themselves and splinter at 
their conference, an angry rally out-
side heard leaders of the BMA as well 
as rank-and-file doctors, determined 
to defeat the Tories. 

The rally came after BMA leaders 
announced that they were going to 
pause strike action for four weeks 
to allow an opportunity to negotiate 
with the government. However, the 
union said it was prepared to strike 
throughout the autumn and the win-
ter if a settlement isn’t reached. 

The rally was a fighting display of 
the determination of junior doctors 
and consultants to score a victory 
against the Tory government, and to 
kick them out of office altogether, to 
save the NHS. 

Socialist Party members spoke 
to doctors about the need for more 
unions to coordinate their strikes to 
bring maximum pressure to defeat 
the Tories. We also discussed the 
need for a new political voice for 
workers and trade unionists, to take 
on a likely Starmer-led government 
in defence of the NHS and for infla-
tion-proof pay rises for all workers.

Thousands of doctors, 
radiographers and other health 
workers march against the Tories

Rob Williams, Socialist Party national 
industrial and workplace organiser, 
said: 

We’re here in Manchester support-
ing this magnificent rally. These are 
NHS workers who are fighting to de-
fend the health service. 

They’re here today because the 
Tory party conference is in Manches-
ter. These are the people who are 
wrecking the health service. 

This is a strike by tens of thousands 

of NHS staff; like we’ve seen in the 
strike wave over the last year, work-
ers fighting for public services, and of 
course key to that is the NHS.

Join the picket lines of the BMA. 
Support the strike by health workers 
in Unite in London. 

Support the Aslef train drivers as 
well. 

Support the strikes, coordinate 
the action, defeat the Tory anti-
union laws, and defeat the Tory 
government!

photo: THeO shaRieff

From the picket line: ‘Things can’t carry on as they are’
A radiographer spoke to Ryan Aldred: 

“We’re striking for better working 
conditions and for the ability to pro-
vide a better service to patients.

“Right now, we’re not being invest-
ed in. There’s a national shortage of 
staff; the level of service needed far 
outstrips what we can provide with 
the staff we have. There is a skills gap 
developing, as experienced radiog-
raphers aren’t being replaced. We’re 
using old, outdated equipment, 
which the government has promised 
to replace but so far hasn’t followed 
through on. 

“A lot of people are just leaving; I 
could get better pay in an equivalent 
position in Lidl and I’d not have pa-
tients’ lives in my hands.

“More are joining the Society of 
Radiographers to get involved in the 
strike. We haven’t got the outcome 
we are hoping for yet and we’re pre-
pared to come out again if neces-
sary.  I’m proud of my hospital and 
proud of my department but things 
can’t carry on the way they are.”

At Southampton General Hospital, a BMA 
junior doctor told Nick Chaffey: 

“It’s a big step forward to be out 
with consultants and radiographers. 
We’ve got a strong mandate to con-
tinue with our reballot and public 
support is still strong. We will keep 
striking, please keep supporting. 
We’re a very determined bunch and 
we’re not going away.”

nick chaffey
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Come to a Socialist Party meeting near you
The Socialist Party has regular meetings in towns and cities 
across the country, in which we discuss socialist ideas, past 
events in working-class history and how we can apply those 
lessons to the fight for socialism today. If you would like to 
participate:

●● Go to socialistparty.org.uk/join
●● To see meetings in your area 

socialistparty.org.uk/events
●● Text 07761 818206 with your name and postcode.
●● Or scan the QR code:

Duncan Moore
Plymouth Socialist Party

The Tory government has granted 
a licence for big oil companies to 
extract oil and gas from Rosebank, 
the largest untapped oil field in the 
North Sea. 

Prime minister Rishi Sunak claims 
that another domestic source of fos-
sil fuels will help to protect Britain 
from soaring prices, in case of a fu-
ture energy supply shock; like the 
one that followed Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

This is nonsense. Britain’s oil and 
gas sector is privatised; which means 
that the UK has no control over who 
buys the oil or at what price, set by 
international markets. Opening up 
Rosebank will not reduce the price 
of energy one jot, at your electricity 
meter or at the petrol station, unless 
the government enforces price con-
trols making oil companies sell to UK 
consumers at less than the market 
value. Unsurprisingly, neither the 
Tories or Starmer’s Labour are going 
to impose these price controls. 

Who will benefit?
In 2022, Chevron, ExxonMobil, Shell, 
BP and TotalEnergies made $134 bil-
lion profits on top of what they would 
normally expect. Meanwhile, over a 
thousand extra deaths were recorded 
in the UK last winter, mostly elderly 
and sick people living in cold homes.

The grasping fingers of the energy 
companies digging into the Rose-
bank oil field will not solve the cost-
of-living crisis we are all facing. It will 
make the Tories’ rich pals even richer 
while we continue to struggle.

The energy companies’ thirst for 
profits is making the rest of us poor-
er, and at the same time bringing 
us closer to a climate disaster. This 
summer saw new record-breaking 
temperatures, thousands dead from 
floods and wild fires, and a terrifying 
outbreak of extreme weather events.

The wealth and resources are 
clearly there to produce the energy 
we need from renewable sources, 
without digging out more dirty fossil 
fuels, to reverse climate change. It’s a 
question of who owns and controls it.

The Socialist Party calls for the 

nationalisation of the banks and big 
businesses that dominate the econ-
omy, including the energy and fossil 
fuel companies, under democratic 
workers’ control and management. 
This would mean workers themselves 
would be able to use their skills and 
knowledge to help transition to re-
newable energy generation without 
losing out on jobs and livelihoods.

In this, trade unions have a cru-
cial role to play in fighting for well-
paid jobs in renewable energy. The 
strikes of Unite members on North 
Sea oil rigs over pay show the power 
these workers hold when they act 
collectively.

The Socialist Party stands for 
guaranteed jobs and pay for work-
ers in polluting industries, as part of 
a socialist plan of production drawn 
up democratically by workers here 
and across the world. The wealth 
and resources exist to produce what 
is needed to provide a good stand-
ard of living for all people, without 
polluting the planet. If you want to 
fight for such a world, get in touch 
and join us.

Adam Harmsworth
Coventry Socialist Party

The new lower energy price cap will 
do nothing to alleviate rising fuel 
poverty and the cost-of-living crisis. 
The price cap is falling by £577 com-
pared to last winter, but several fac-
tors mean many bill-payers will see 
little difference, or even be worse 
off. 

The £400 energy bills subsidy 
provided by the government last 
year won’t be there this time. Other 
household bills have also risen in 
that time, less energy efficient homes 
- more likely to be owned or rented 
by those on lower incomes - will cost 
even more to heat.

Even if you reduce your energy 
use, your bills could still go up. Many 
suppliers are putting standing charg-
es up.

The Tories are leaving millions to 
struggle with obscenely high bills, all 
so the energy companies can keep 
making gigantic profits. A recent 
YouGov survey found 34% of adults 
expect to struggle to afford their en-
ergy bills. Meanwhile, the big en-
ergy suppliers are making hundreds 
of millions of pounds. British Gas 

profits soared nearly 900% in January 
to June this year.

The limited extra support is only 
available to those who receive 
means-tested benefits, something 
not all those struggling with bills 
receive.

The money the government does 
provide is coming from the Treasury 
rather than from the profit-hoarding 
energy giants. It means we’re paying 
through the nose for energy as well as 
our taxes funding energy companies’ 
profits!

Socialist alternative
The Socialist Party will keep fighting 
for an end to this money-grabbing 
merry-go-round at the expense of 
hundreds of thousands of workers, 
pensioners, and students going cold 
in their homes.

The energy industry should be na-
tionalised with no compensation to 
the bosses who have been siphon-
ing money for years. And it should be 
run democratically on a socialist ba-
sis. We would be able to invest in the 
improvements to infrastructure and 
provide the improvements needed to 
heat our homes efficiently. Only this 
will ensure energy security for all. 

Who should pay to fix the decrepit 
water system polluting our water-
ways with sewage? The water bosses’  
answer is: you!

Water companies want to raise 
bills by an average of £84 a year by 
2025, and £156 by 2030 – on top of in-
flation. Government watchdog Ofwat 
will have the final say.

A total of £66 billion has been paid 
out in dividends by water compa-
nies since privatisation. The Socialist 
Party says the way to lower water bills 
and invest in infrastructure is to take 
the water companies back into pub-
lic ownership, this time under the 
democratic control of the working 
class and with no compensation for 
the existing fat cat bosses. 

Renationalise water

£156
water companies want to 
raise bills by 2030, on top 
of inflation!

£66 billion
dividends paid by water 
companies since privatisation

Energy bills are still 
too high!

photo: George Shuklin/CC

Scraping the oil barrel; Sunak gives 
go-ahead to Rosebank oil field

Fossil fuel platform in the North 
Sea. Platforms like these could be 
dotted across the Rosebank field 
in the coming years  photo: NAC/CC

Chris Sermanni, member of Socialist Party Scotland (sister 
party of the Socialist Party in England and Wales), is standing 
in the Rutherglen and Hamilton West by-election as part of the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition. Polling day is on the 5 
October. In a 30-second broadcast on STV, Chris said:

As a trade unionist and worker living in the constituency, I 
know all too well the impact of the cost-of-living crisis. Big 
business is getting richer while the working class are getting 
poorer. I’m standing on policies such as nationalisation of 
the big energy companies, full funding for council and NHS 
services, and a £15-an-hour minimum wage. If elected, I’ll 
also live on a worker’s wage. None of the political parties in 
power are prepared to fight for these policies so we need to 
build one that will, based on the trade unions.

25 & 26 November
Institute of Education (IOE)
 

20 Bedford Way,London WC1H 0AL

SOCIALISM 
a weekend of discussing marxism!

Discuss with hundreds of socialists, workers, and
trade union activists how to organise and fight back!

For more info
and tickets:

socialism.org.uk
Hosted by the

socialistparty.org.uk

2023

jUST SOME OF THE TOPICS...

Preparing for a
Starmer government

Can our NHS survive
the Tories? ... and

Starmer’s Labour?

Why are the
Tories obsessed

with trans rights?

Combating Tory divide
and rule: defend the

right to asylum

How can the anti-union
Minimum Services

legislation be defeated?
Where is

Britain going?

photo: STV
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PCS member

Socialist Party member and Broad 
Left Network (BLN) supporter Mari-
on Lloyd has cleared the 15-nomina-
tion threshold to get on to the ballot 
paper in the election for general sec-
retary of the Public and Commercial 
Services (PCS) union.

Marion, an activist of more than 
40 years’ experience as a rep in PCS, 
is fighting for the re-mobilisation of 
the union’s national campaign on 
pay, pensions, jobs and redundancy 
rights. Fran Heathcote, the current 
President of the union, has deliber-
ately abandoned the union’s nation-
al campaign.

Under the leadership of Heathcote 
and the so-called ‘Democracy Alli-
ance’ (involving the groupings ‘Left 
Unity’ and ‘PCS Democrats’), which 
makes up a clear majority of the un-
ion’s National Executive Committee 
(NEC), our strikes have been shelved, 
our reballots for further action have 
been cancelled and further efforts to 
raise strike funds have ceased.

Yet Heathcote and her supporters 
protest that they haven’t ended the 
national campaign at all!

Socialist Party members in PCS, 
alongside all activists in the BLN, are 
hard at work organising nominat-
ing meetings across the length and 
breadth of PCS. We want maximum 
input from union members into the 
nominations process, as every nomi-
nation will count.

Marion is running alongside the 

current Assistant General Secretary 
(AGS), John Moloney of the Inde-
pendent Left group, who is stand-
ing for re-election. Heathcote and 
her allies brought forward the date 
of the next AGS election from May 
2024, in a bid to undermine John’s 
position.

Both Marion and John are running 
on the basis that they will not ac-
cept the inflated senior official pay. 
Marion will stay on her current civil 
service wage. John already does this. 
They will both donate back to the un-
ion the remainder of their salary so 
that neither will benefit financially if 
elected.

In addition to the fight to re-ener-
gise the campaigns on pay, pensions, 
jobs and redundancy rights, after the 
below-inflation offers received by 
the vast majority of civil servants and 
workers in the privatised areas rep-
resented by PCS, both Marion and 
John aim to increase democracy in 
the union.

Out of touch
Increasingly, the leadership is per-
ceived as out of touch and arrogant. 
An incident at the recent PCS Annual 
Delegate Conference in May 2023 has 
caused widespread concern when, as 
chair of the conference, Heathcote 
deliberately arranged for a filibuster 
to keep a motion on LGBT+ rights 
from being debated.

This has been compounded by the 
misuse by the NEC of a recent civil 
service-wide ballot. In the vote about 

Socialist candidates are on the ballot paper in PCS elections!
Nominate Marion Lloyd for general 
secretary and John Moloney for AGS

the union’s national strategy, Heath-
cote and Co worded the ballot so that 
if you voted ‘yes’, the campaign end-
ed; if you voted ‘no’, the campaign 
ended.

Evidently many activists are now 
drawing the same conclusions. At 
the end of September, dozens of 
union activists – mostly, but not 
solely, in the second-largest sec-
tion of PCS, the Revenue and Cus-
toms (R&C) group – resigned their 

membership of Heathcote’s Left 
Unity faction.

Reps from R&C group cited Heath-
cote’s behaviour at PCS conference, 
the recent ballot, and a myriad other 
ways in which they feel that the group 
that runs the union is interested in 
holding power but not in winning for 
members or supporting reps on the 
ground.

We agree. The time has come for 
change in PCS, and we encourage all 

activists to support, nominate and 
vote for Marion Lloyd for General 
Secretary and John Moloney for As-
sistant General Secretary.

We look forward to working with 
all those in the union who want to 
come together to campaign for a 
democratic and fighting PCS. 

●● Nominations close on 16 
October

Domestics, porters, caterers and 
other ‘soft services’ staff at Barts NHS 
Trust, who won an historic victory in 
2022 when they were brought back 
in-house from private employers, are 
continuing their fight for fair pay in 
the NHS, joined by other staff and 
coordinating with workers in other 
trusts. 

Speaking on the Unite picket line at 
Whipps Cross hospital, Unite branch 
secretary Len Hockey welcomed 
Unite members working for pri-
vate company Synergy, and nurses 

in A&E at the Royal London, out on 
strike as well. 

“These are truly historic times in 
the fight to defend our NHS from the 
destruction of this government of the 
rich.”

Len explained that on Wednesday 
4 October, a joint demonstration 
would be taking place with the RMT 
and Aslef rail unions, and doctors in 
the BMA – “unity in action against 
this government and the destructive 
effect they’re having on all public 
services.” 

He then said: “We’ve heard 

reports from inside this hospital. 
They talk about not having enough 
staff when we go off sick, when we’re 
on holiday. Look at how many peo-
ple they begin to find when we go on 
strike. 

“Isn’t this a sign of the hypocrisy of 
the employers and the government, 
when they won’t resource patient 
care properly and give us our lump-
sum payment which our colleagues 
have already received. 

“We need justice, we need fairness, 
and we will stand for nothing less 
than that.”

Unite strike at Barts NHS Trust
‘We need fairness!’ Jim McFarlane

Dundee City Unison secretary, personal 
capacity

The historic three-day strike by over 
22,000 Unison members in Scotland 
working in schools and early years 
was an expression of the pent-up 
class anger felt by council workers 
across the country.

The participation was enormous. 
Thousands took part in picket lines 
and local rallies. Up to 1,000 strikers 
engulfed the Scottish parliament on 
27 September in one of the biggest 
protests Holyrood has seen in years. 

Thousands have joined Unison 

and hundreds have stepped forward 
to become union reps. This strike 
was a lightning conductor, and not 
just on pay. Years of frustration at 
ever-increasing workload, the im-
pact of cuts, and being undervalued 
in the workplace produced a militant 
class mobilisation. A dam has been 
breached by this group of workers, 
many of whom were striking for the 
first time.

●● This is an extract from ‘After 
Unison schools strike – reject below 
inflation pay deal and return to 
action’ at socialistpartyscotland.
org.uk 

‘Enormous’ Scottish schools strike 

Marion supporting ISS 
strikers at BEIS  rob williams

hugo pierre

philip stott

Veolia waste management workers in 
Nottinghamshire are entering their 
second week on strike. GMB mem-
bers fighting for a cost-of-living pay 
rise spoke to Jon Dale on the Work-
sop and Mansfield picket lines.

Workers on the Mansfield picking 
belt are only paid the minimum wage 
– less than Veolia workers on the 
same job in neighbouring counties. 
Drivers on a two-year pay deal got 3% 
last year and just 3% this April. Only 
managers, office and weighbridge 
staff received one-off £500 cost-of-
living payments.

As well as low pay, workers have 
had enough of bullying management, 
micro-managing everything from toi-
let breaks to PPE. ‘99p gloves’ don’t 
give protection from needles hidden 
in rubbish and are expected to last a 
week, even if soiled with faeces.

The dead animals bin costs Veolia 
money to dispose of, so is only emp-
tied every few months. In summer 
heat, gas builds up inside, risking 
exploding disgusting contents over 
anyone opening it.

Labour-run district councils 
should stop their bin lorries and 
street cleaning trucks using these 
sites during the strike. Bassetlaw 
council officers have told their driv-
ers they can cross the picket, which 
Labour councillors should stop. 
Some drivers have refused to cross 
picket lines. 

Non-union and agency drivers 
need convincing that unions will 
fight for their jobs and pay too. Veo-
lia has hired extra agency workers to 
work on the picking belt in place of 
strikers.

Nottinghamshire County Council 
gave French giant corporation Veolia 
a 26-year Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) contract in 2006, when La-
bour ran the council. It’s now Tory 
controlled.

Veolia can well afford to pay the 
workers’ full demands. Its half-year 
profits are up 18.7% to €662 million.  
PFI should be abolished and all out-
sourced contracts taken back under 
council control, with good wages and 
working conditions.

Notts Veolia workers strike against 
low pay and disgusting conditions

Low-paid Newham and Tower Ham-
lets council workers in Unite the Un-
ion have secured an extra £750 on top 
of the national pay offer of a flat rate 
£1,925. 

Over 200 refuse workers and street 
cleaners in Tower Hamlets took 
nearly two weeks of strike action to 
win this extra money. Around 50 
agency workers will also be brought 
in-house by the end of December. 
105 refuse workers in Newham were 
due to walk out between 25 Septem-
ber and 22 October.

East London bin workers: 
Striking works!

Get all the latest  
union news

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork
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jon dale

Dave Reid
Cardiff Socialist Party

Unite members working for Cardiff 
and Wrexham councils are in the 
fourth week of their strike for a pay 
rise that does not cut their living 
standards further. 

They struck for two weeks in Sep-
tember, followed by three weeks in 
October. Unite has announced the 
addition of another six weeks, ex-
tending the strike to 24 November 
in Wrexham and 26 November in 
Cardiff.

Picket lines have been strongly 
supported, especially in waste and 
recycling, where other Unite mem-
bers have stood in front of lorries 
persuading non-Unite drivers not to 
leave, delaying collections by hours.

In a pathetic attempt to make 

picketing more difficult, the coun-
cil spent thousands of pounds put-
ting up railings and flower pots on 
the traffic island outside the Lamby 
Way site. But this has only amused 
the pickets: “Nice of them to provide 
flowers for our picket line”. But why 
does this Labour council want to 
spend thousands against picketing 
instead of resolving the dispute?

Cardiff Labour council has, at 
the time of writing, still refused to 
even negotiate on the insufficient 
pay rise offered by Welsh councils. 
Unite members have overwhelm-
ingly rejected the pay offer of local 
authority employers which is just 
£1,925, worse than last year and a re-
al-terms pay cut. Many Unite mem-
bers within Welsh local authorities 
work for a wage that is barely above 
the national minimum wage. Local 

authority workers in Wales have seen 
real-terms pay cuts of around 20% 
over the past decade. And for council 
workers in Cardiff the offer is worth 
even less, because of the high living 
costs.

Rubbish has remained uncol-
lected in parts of the city, but public 
support is high for workers taking a 
stand against the cost-of-living crisis. 
Cardiff Trades Council has organised 
solidarity, with delegations of other 
union members visiting the picket 
line, and the Unison council branch 
supporting the strike. Already thou-
sands have been paid into the union 
hardship fund.

Resolve is high, with a second 
march through the city planned, 
and a fifth week of strike action to go 
ahead unless the council comes up 
with a better offer.

Cardiff Council workers up the action 
in the fight for a decent pay rise

socialist party wales 

On the picket line at the Freebridge 
Community Housing headquarters 
on Austin Street, Kings Lynn, Unite 
rep Adrian Ramage spoke to the 
Socialist.

“We are campaigning for a 2% in-
crease on our wages. The company 
have refused to negotiate with us. We 
originally put in a request for 7% and 
the company told us they wouldn’t 
give us 7%. They gave us 5% and a 
£500 non-consolidated payment, 
and basically shut the door in our 
face. And that’s why we’re here to-
day. We’re campaigning for the extra 
2% on our wages as we feel our em-
ployees need it, and due to the high 
earnings for the chief executives of 
our company.

“We’ve got support from Fenland 
organisations, lots of organisations 
across Norfolk and also from Lon-
don. Unite came down to the picket 
the other week from London. We get 
support from other unions that are 
involved in industrial action at the 
moment. We all support each other, 
which is brilliant. 

“After this week, we will be hav-
ing the mass meeting in a couple of 
weeks’ time to talk to the members 

Kings Lynn housing maintenance workers on strike

about what other action we can take. 
We are looking towards another 
week, or maybe a two-week strike. 
Or a Christmas strike.”

On 29 September, strikers marched 
through the town.

socialist party

Peter Robson
Newcastle Socialist Party

There was a strong turnout on the 
University and College Union picket 
line on 3 October at North Tyneside 
College in Wallsend. The strike is 
over a disgraceful offer of a 3% pay 
rise made by management which, as 
we all know, in the current climate 
is not a pay rise at all. The campus is 
part of a cluster called Tyneside Met. 
Management recently shut down 
the Queen Alexander site in North 
Shields to save money, without any 
discussion in the community and 
minimal with the staff. Strikers told 
us the principal is paid well over 
£100,000 a year. Strike action will 
continue on 23 October.

Tyneside college strike

peter robson
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A
fter years of tumultuous 
events, 1983 was an important 
moment in the history of the 
Labour Party. This workers’ 
party, established initially by 

the trade unions in struggle, had en-
compassed a ‘broad church’ of views, 
from extreme right-wing bureaucrats 
and middle-class intellectuals to the 
left-wing and Marxists. In this arena 
Militant, the Socialist Party’s prede-
cessor, was growing ever more influ-
ential, especially through the Labour 
Party Young Socialists (LPYS) and on 
Merseyside, as well as other places. It 
was then that the ruling class decided 
that, if this developed any further, La-
bour could no longer be trusted by 
big business if it came to power again. 
Their shadows in the right-wing of the 
labour movement, gleefully support-
ed by their friends in the mass media, 
started procedures for removing Mili-
tant’s Marxist ideas from the party.

We spoke to Peter Taaffe, Political 
Secretary of the Socialist Party,  about 
the witch-hunt against Militant, how 
the Militant Tendency was able to de-
velop its influence and help lead mass 
movements of the working class.

In November 1982, Labour’s Na-
tional Executive Committee began 
proceedings for the expulsions. The 
right wing thought that by expel-
ling a Militant’s leaders on its edito-
rial board - Peter Taaffe, Clare Doyle, 
Keith Dickenson, Lynn Walsh, and 
Ted Grant - it could kill the whole 
movement. All five were longstanding 
members of the Labour Party – with a 
collective membership of 121 years!

Peter said: At first, we were tolerated 
because we were a breath of fresh air to 
the Labour Party, and the Labour Par-
ty took the attitude: let the young peo-
ple kick over the traces, live and let live. 
And they thought, “we were all like this 
when we were young, but then as you 
grow older you turn into ‘more sensi-
ble’ members of the Labour Party”!

You were tolerated so long as you 
were the hewers of wood and carriers 
of coal. You were there as dogsbodies 
of the Labour Party. But once you got a 
voice, and began to have an effect, and 
what we were putting forward chimed 
with workers, that was another mat-
ter.  As far as the right wing were con-
cerned, and sometimes the soft left, 
they cannot tolerate for the Marxist 
analysis to be right.

Once we moved from general sup-
port to actual support, like when we 
got councillors, or were vying to be-
come parliamentary candidates like 
Terry Fields in Liverpool Broadgreen, 
the alarm bells began to ring. As other 
Militant supporters fought to be coun-
cil and parliamentary candidates in 
various parts of the country, we be-
came a serious challenge to the right 
wing.

As active members we had a policy 
of winning over the more advanced 
workers already involved in trade un-
ions and campaigns to Marxist ideas 
and the class struggle. Regular Labour 
Party and trade union meetings were a 
forum for vibrant debates and discus-
sion; arguments from all sides; votes 
for all kinds of policies fought over. 

We were a well-known part of the 
political life of the city of Liverpool. 
In many areas our socialist ideas held 
sway. In other places we were a lead-
ing force.  We did this by campaigning 
and explaining and answering coun-
terarguments, alongside canvassing 
and leafleting in elections. It was hard 
work.  

Ultimately, the only way that the 
right-wing could deal with our ideas 

was through expulsions. They could 
not answer our arguments. And that 
came from what we did in the LPYS, 
through that the Labour Party, not 
just in Liverpool but then nationally 
and internationally. That was how we 
went about developing our influence. 
Several years later trade union leader 
Tom Sawyer, speaking on the NEC 
of the Labour Party, was to admit: “I 
defy anyone to tell me how you can 
go to Liverpool and defeat Militant by 
argument”.

The LPYS developed in size and in-
fluence throughout the 1970s, against 
the background of industrial unrest 
and revolutionary movements devel-
oping internationally. Militant built 
its influence in this growing and radi-
calising youth movement. In 1974, 
Militant candidate Nick Bradley was 
elected as the LPYS representative on 
Labour’s NEC by 143 votes to 18 for 
his nearest rival. 

Peter: The approach towards us was 
always many sided. Some Labour 
comrades were very friendly and pre-
pared to collaborate with us because 
we were young people − believe it or 
not, I was young at one stage! And we 
appeared to be very sincere, which we 
were. And we were friendly.

The witch-hunt started to get into 
full swing in 1982. Labour’s best per-
formance in the council elections was 
in Liverpool. In the civil service trade 
union CPSA (predecessor of PCS), our 
influence was growing too. The CPSA 
Broad Left swept the board in the NEC 
elections, with seven Militant sup-
porters elected, and a Militant sup-
porter elected President too.

As the witch-hunt gathered pace, 
“there was ferocious resistance 
amongst the socialist rank and file 
of the Party. Two hundred Constitu-
ency Labour Parties protested to the 
NEC against the witch-hunt. The re-
gional conferences of the Scottish, 
West Midlands, London, Southern 
and South West Labour Parties op-
posed any witch-hunt. In the North 
West a motion supporting expulsions 
was contemptuously dealt with; a del-
egate moved ‘next business’” (Rise of 
Militant).

Militant was able to draw on the 
support of rank-and-file activists. In 
September 1982, Militant organised 
a 3,000-strong rally at the Wembley 
Conference Centre in opposition to 
threats of expulsions. The conference 
included 1,622 delegates from Con-
stituency Labour Parties, 412 trade 
union delegates and almost 1,000 
visitors. The right-wing News of the 
World reported: “By any yardstick 
yesterday’s rally by supporters of the 
Militant Tendency was menacingly 
impressive… Almost as big as the La-
bour Party itself could muster.”

The ratification of the expulsions of 
Militant’s editorial board at the 1983 
Labour Conference was not a tame 
affair. Appeals against the expulsions 
of the five was on the agenda. There 
was massive media interest, but this 
session had been designated a closed 
session. 200 Labour parties had al-
ready protested to the NEC against 
this witch-hunt. 

Amusingly, at one NEC meeting, 
Denis Healey, a leading right-winger, 
declared that “It was not a witch-hunt 
- it was a Militant hunt!” Big meetings 
took place in many areas like South 
Wales where militant workers were in 
conflict with parliamentary careerists 
like Neil Kinnock, once known as a 

left but who had now moved over de-
cisively to the right. 

The five were allowed to speak for 
only 5 minutes each to appeal against 
their expulsion. In the end it was rati-
fied with the big block votes of the 
right-wing trade union bureaucrats. 
However, 80% of the delegates from 
constituency Labour parties and 
a number of other delegates voted 
against. Leading left MPs like Tony 
Benn and Eric Heffer expressed their 
opposition. Militant warned that if the 
right got away with expelling the five, 
the ‘soft lefts’ would follow at some 
point. The expulsions were headline 
news. Thousands of ordinary workers 
were aware of what was happening 
through the television in their front 
room. Also, at this time Neil Kinnock 
was elected as the new leader.

But, no way was this the end of 
the story!  Massive protest meetings 
were held all over the country. A few 
months later, at the 1983 general elec-
tion, two Militant-supporting Labour 

MPs were elected: Terry Fields in Liv-
erpool Broadgreen, and Dave Nellist 
in Coventry Southeast. And build-
ing on success in the 1982 Liverpool 
council elections, Labour gained 
another 12 seats in 1983, winning 
control of the council, with the city’s 
Labour Party overwhelmingly under 
the political influence of Militant.

Peter: We always tried to educate our 
ranks that there was no shortcut to 
success. You reap what you sow. You 
cannot automatically expect workers 
to support you. You have to convince 
them by argument and especially by 
deed.

It was the propaganda of the deed. 
And that’s what Liverpool represented 
on a colossal scale. If you could achieve 
this in one city, that could be mul-
tiplied elsewhere. And it would find 
an enormous echo amongst working 
people.

That’s one of the reasons why, when 
we appeared on the scene and became 

a growing influence, they were more 
worried about us than about some of 
the other groups, because from us it 
was not just propaganda. For us it was 
not just what you said, it’s what you 
did. No cuts to jobs or services and no 
rent or rate rises!

After Labour won control of Liv-
erpool City Council, in its first year 
in office it reversed plans for 1,000 
redundancies made by the previous 
Liberal administration and instead 
created 1,000 new jobs. A minority of 
Labour councillors were supporters 
of Militant, but it had a decisive influ-
ence in the Labour Party in the city. 
The hundreds-strong Liverpool Dis-
trict Labour Party (DLP) played a cru-
cial role both in decisions about what 
policies the councillors should carry 
out, and in defence of those singled 
out for expulsion later.

Peter: The Liverpool District Labour 
Party had such authority because 

things were openly debated, there was 
open discussion. If you disagreed, you 
said so. And through arguments and 
counterarguments, there was a clari-
fication and then the movement was 
united on the basis of that position.

That’s why setting the rates in Liv-
erpool was discussed, not in any little 
committee, but in the District Labour 
Party. And therefore, in the course of 
the discussion, it was seen to be demo-
cratic, and it was acted on. And that’s 
what terrified the right wing and the 
ruling class.

Here’s people who take seriously 
what they do. That means when they 
pass motions and then those motions 
become policy, that policy is adopted 
by tens of thousands of workers, not 
in some little committee. This then led 
to the massive demonstrations on the 
streets in Liverpool.

However, we were ultimately de-
feated, not because we were wrong, 
but because of the capitulation of oth-
ers, including former lefts who played 

a regrettable role. At first many Labour 
councils declared we would all fight 
the cuts together. Then people like Ken 
Livingstone [the left-Labour councillor 
who was then the leader of the Greater 
London Council, and was later the first 
Mayor of London], and others started 
capitulating to the right. When they 
were faced with the real fight, remain 
or retreat, they took the road of retreat. 
Only Lambeth council held on.

The expulsion of the MEB did not 
stop Militant building mass support 
for its ideas in Liverpool. The book 
‘Liverpool: a City that Dared to Fight’ 
details the heroic struggle which took 
on Thatcher to win £60 million. Dur-
ing its time in office, the council cre-
ated more than 2,000 jobs, built 5,000 
council homes with front and back 
gardens, seven sports centres, and 
new parks, as well as better condi-
tions for council workers and other 
workers locally.

At the peak of the movement, 29 
March 1984 saw a city-wide general 
strike in support of the city council’s 
stand against Tory cuts. 50,000 work-
ers and youth demonstrated outside 
the budget-setting meeting. Later, the 
city’s trade union movement seriously 
discussed taking all-out strike action 
in defence of the council against the 
government attacks – 7,200 workers 
voted in favour of such action, in-
cluding the majority of the manual 
workers.

In 1985, Militant’s 5,000-strong 
national rally took place at the Royal 
Albert Hall. But with the Liverpool 
council isolated, the  Labour Party 
right wing, backed up by the capital-
ist press and the courts, attacked the 
Liverpool councillors – the next batch 
to be expelled from Labour after the 
Militant Editorial Board.

By 1988, despite the attacks, the 
Militant rally was 8,000-strong and 
took place at Alexandra Palace. Mili-
tant would go on to lead the mass 
struggle against the Poll Tax, when 
18 million defied the law and re-
fused to pay. Further expulsions took 
place, including Militant supporting 
Labour MPs Dave Nellist and Terry 
Fields. The latter went to prison for 
defying the law refusing to pay the 
poll tax along with millions of other 
workers.

The character of the Labour Party 
has now fundamentally changed, 
and it no longer has the mass active 
participation of the working class 
in its ranks. The witch-hunt against 
the Militant Editorial Board was only 
the first step. Since then, along with 

expulsions that continue today, Tony 
Blair got rid of Clause IV part 4 from 
the Labour constitution which called 
for public ownership and was once 
printed on every Labour Party mem-
bership card.

Peter: Well, of course all this didn’t 
take place in a vacuum. These events 
took place against the background of 
the general economic and social situ-
ation, and there was a gradual move 
towards the right. I think the central 
point that we’ve got to make, is that 
it wasn’t easy for the witch-hunters. It 
wasn’t a walk in the park. 

It was really civil war in the Labour 
Party waged by the right, backed up 
by the capitalists in a thousand dif-
ferent ways. They urged the right in 
the Labour Party, if they were going to 
be acceptable and become the second 
eleven of capitalism, if you like to use 
that term, then it had to do its duty 
by making the Labour Party safe. We 
can see this process taking place on a 
huge scale with Starmer closing down 
local parties and foisting his own can-
didates on them for elections. And look 
how he got rid of Corbyn!

This was shown also by the refusal 
to tolerate even Ken Livingstone in the 
leadership of the London Labour Par-
ty for a time because he might reflect 
some of the pressures of the rank-and-
file activists.

So, this is an ongoing battle. It’s the 
class struggle that will never stop. We 
need to continue to build the support 
of working-class people to challenge 
the whole capitalist system.

And the thing is with Keir Starmer, 
it’s quite incredible, his evolution. He’s 
trying to reinvent himself, together 
with all the other creatures in the Par-
liamentary Labour Party. If they’re 
pushed into power, it’s going to be an 
incredible situation.

Every traditional party is under the 
hammer now and will be tested by 
events. Capitalism’s powerful forces 
could be reduced to dust in the process. 
And we, the Socialist Party on the one 
side, must be prepared for the growth 
in our support – much bigger growth 
than most of our members anticipate. 
In particular the working class and 
youth will be looking for more and 
more radical alternatives. 

We are ready and will prepare 
for that. Our experiences in going 
through the expulsions, the battles we 
organised in Liverpool and the vic-
tory against the poll tax will stand us 
in good stead to deal with whatever is 
coming down the line from the bosses 
in the not-too-distant future.

40 years since expulsion of Militant Editorial Board

Labour’s
Witch-hunt

Militant Editorial 
Board: Clare Doyle, 
Peter Taaffe, Keith 
Dickinson, Ted 
Grant and Lynn 
Walsh (left to 
right), outside 
Walworth Road, 
Labour HQ  
Dave Sinclair
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Capitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the 
exploitation of the majority of the 

world’s population by a small, super-rich 
elite who own most of the wealth and 
the means of producing it. This way of 
organising society, in which the pursuit 
of profit comes before everything else, 
causes poverty, inequality, environmental 
destruction, wars and oppression across 
the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks 
from this rotten system on our lives 
and livelihoods, and for a socialist 
alternative: a society which takes the 

wealth out of the hands of the super-rich 
and is democratically run by working-
class people to meet the needs of all not 
the profits of a few. 

Building fighting democratic trade 
unions in the workplaces and a new 
mass workers’ party is a vital part of  the 
struggle to change society along socialist 
lines.

Because capitalism is a world 
system, the struggle 
for socialism must also 
be international. The 
Socialist Party is part 
of the Committee for a 
Workers’ International which organises 

across the world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
●● A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all, 

without exemptions. For the minimum 
wage to automatically increase linked to 
average earnings or inflation, whichever 
is higher.

●● Share out the work. A maximum 
32-hour working week with no loss of 
pay or worsening of conditions. The right 
to flexible working, under the control 
of workers not employers. An end to 
insecure working, for the right to full-time 
work for all who want it; ban zero-hour 
contracts.

●● All workers to have trade union rates 
of pay, employment protection, and 
sickness, parental and holiday rights from 
day one of employment. End bosses using 
bogus ‘self-employment’ as a means to 
avoid giving workers rights.

●● No to austerity through inflation. 
For all wage rates to be automatically 
increased at least in line with price rises.

●● Open the books of all companies 
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t afford 
to pay a real living wage. State subsidies, 

where genuinely needed, for socially-
useful small businesses. 

●● For trade unions independent of the 
capitalist state, with members having 
democratic control over their own 
policies, constitutions and democratic 
procedures. For all trade union officials to 
be regularly elected, subject to recall by 
their members and paid a worker’s wage.

●● Reduce the state retirement and 
pension age to 55. For decent living 
pensions. 

●● Replace universal credit and the 
punitive benefit system with living 
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES
●● A massive expansion of public 

services including the NHS and council 
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick out the 
privateers. Bring private social care and 
childcare facilities into public ownership 
under democratic control, in order to 
provide free, high-quality services for all 
who need them. Expand services for all 
women suffering violence.

●● For local councillors who are 
committed to opposing austerity and 

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and 
conditions.

●● For a socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs, including 
dental and eye care – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out the private companies! 
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry 
under democratic workers’ control and 
management.

●● Renationalise privatised utilities – 
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and 
power – under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

●● Free, publicly funded and 
democratically run, good-quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees and write 
off student debt, end marketisation, 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academisation. For all schools to be 
under the genuine democratic control of 
local education authorities, school staff, 
parents and student organisations. 

●● The right to a safe secure home for 
all. For the mass building of genuinely 
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral 
council housing. For rent controls that cap 

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS
● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
● or call 020 8988 8777
● or text your name and  
postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should 
be made by elected bodies of tenants, 
housing workers and representatives 
of trade unions. For cheap low-interest 
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise the 
privately owned large building companies, 
land banks and estates. 

ENVIRONMENT
●● Prioritising major research and 

investment into replacing fossil fuels 
and nuclear power with renewable 
energy, and ending the problems of early 
obsolescence – where products are 
designed to ‘wear out’ and be replaced - 
and unrecycled waste.

●● Nationalisation of the energy 
companies, under democratic workers’ 
control and management, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need, in order to carry out a major 
switch to clean, green energy, without any 
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

●● A democratically planned, massively 
expanded, free to use, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall 
plan against environmental pollution.

●● For a major, publicly funded, 

insulation and energy transition plan for 
existing housing stock.

●● Agribusiness to be taken into 
democratic public ownership. For a food 
processing and retail industry under 
workers’ control to ensure that standards 
are set by consumers, small farmers, and 
all workers involved in the production, 
processing, distribution and retail of food. 

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
●● For united working-class struggle to 

end discrimination on the grounds of race, 
gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all 
other forms of prejudice and oppression.

●● Repeal the anti-trade union laws 
and all others that trample over civil 
liberties. For the right to protest and 
to strike! End police harassment. For 
the police to be accountable to local 
committees, made up of democratically 
elected representatives of trade unions, 
local community organisations and local 
authorities.

●● For the right to choose when and 
whether to have children – for the right 
to access abortion, contraception and 
fertility treatment for all who need it.

●● For the right to asylum – with 
democratic community control and 
oversight of emergency funding 
resources. No to racist immigration laws.

●● Expand democracy. For the abolition 
of the monarchy and the House of Lords. 
For all MPs to be subject to the right of 
recall by their constituents at any time, 
and to only receive a worker’s wage. For 
proportional representation and the right 
to vote at 16.

●● For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent 
socialist Scotland and for a socialist 
Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist 
confederation of Wales, England, 
Scotland and Ireland.

●● Oppose the dictatorship of the 
billionaire owners of the media. For the 
nationalisation of newspaper printing 
facilities, radio, TV and social media 
platforms. Access to these facilities should 
be under democratic control, with political 
parties’ coverage being allocated in 
proportion to the popular vote at elections.

●● For a new mass workers’ party, 
based on the trade unions, and 
drawing together workers, young people 

and activists from workplaces, and 
community, environmental, anti-racist 
and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a 
fighting, socialist political alternative to 
the pro-big business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
●● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations!
●● Take the wealth off the super-rich! 

For a socialist government to take into 
public ownership the top 150 companies 
and the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and 

management. Compensation to be paid 
only on the basis of proven need, not to 
the fat cats.

●● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in a 
way that safeguards the environment.

●● No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise 
a campaign with European socialists 
and workers’ organisations to use the 
talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up 
the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real 
collaboration of the peoples of Europe 
on a socialist basis as a step towards a 
socialist world.

Period products 
tested with blood 
for the first time

Fight for free safe 
period products for all
Quinn Gray
Essex Socialist Party

The first study measuring the ab-
sorbency of period products using 
blood has been published in the Brit-
ish Medical Journal’s August 2023 
Journal of Sexual and Reproductive 
Health. Prior to this, period products 
have been tested with either water 
or saline, which is considerably less 
viscous than menstrual blood. The 
majority of commercially available 
menstrual products were found to 
be less absorbent than advertised. It 
is shocking, to say the least, that re-
search into menstrual products using 
blood had not been conducted ear-
lier. It shows that menstrual health 
has been overlooked over time. Em-
barrassment over menstruation con-
tributed to the commercial failure of 
Lister Towels, the first disposal pad 
on sale from 1896, according to an 
article published by Clue, a menstru-
al tracking app. The first and second 
world wars saw a push for men-
strual products, as women entered 
the workplace en masse. Tampons 
also rose in popularity during World 
War II, as they were considered to be 
more hygienic than pads.

Eventually, modern innovations in 
pads became available in the 1970s. 
Now, people who menstruate have 
a wide range of options to choose 
from, but the shame that comes with 
menstrual bleeding still exists.

Profit
Bosses produce period products be-
cause there is a market, to make a 
profit, not for the comfort or safety of 
those that use them.

Taking those industries under 
democratic workers’ control would 
take competition out of the equa-
tion. Products could be effectively 
tested and suited to users’ needs, 

fully taking into account any health 
risks and research done into how to 
eliminate them.

Period poverty
The period poverty campaign organi-
sation, Bloody Good Period, found 
that:

1 in 5 people struggle to afford 
period products, 89% of people are 
stressed or anxious about having 
their period at work – with 14% of 
people avoiding or missing work 
during their period, and 13% of 
young people have missed school or 
university or college because of their 
period.

The research suggests that we 
need to increase the accessibility of 
a wider range of free period prod-
ucts to defeat period poverty, as well 
as further studies into the usage of 
these products in everyday settings 
with women, trans men, and nonbi-
nary people.  They should be freely 
provided in workplaces, schools and 
relevant public places.

Talking about periods should not 
be awkward - they are a natural part 
of life that can indicate a great deal 
about a person’s health. Sexist ideas, 
an inherent part of the capitalist sys-
tem, minimises difficulties that come 
with menstruation and diminishes 
research into gynaecological health.

A socialist society could provide 
comprehensive relationships, sex 
and health education for both young 
people and adults, democratically 
controlled by the workers them-
selves, teachers’ unions and student 
organisations. Relevant research 
into how reasonable adjustments 
can be made for those experienc-
ing discomfort, and in some cases 
pre-menstrual dysphoric disorder, 
during menstruation would be pos-
sible, free from the bosses’ drive to 
extract the maximum profit from 
every worker. And a socialist plan of 
production would make safe period 
products free to all.

●Hertfordshire – 
suffering with cost of 
living and soaring rent

S
tudents approached us to 
discuss the issues facing 
them, responding to our slo-
gans of ‘join the socialists’, 
‘Tories out’, and ‘fight the 

cost-of-living crisis’.
Hertfordshire University has a lot 

of working-class students. We met 
students struggling with the cost of 
living, especially soaring rents.

One student spoke to us about the 
unreliable bus service between cam-
pus and the nearest town, Hatfield. 
More and more students are forced 
to rely on this service to commute 
into university, as student accom-
modation on campus is increasingly 
scarce and expensive. 

Another student said he had no 
choice but to travel into campus by 
car from his parents’ house in Lon-
don. Adding salt to the wound, he 
also now has to pay a £12.50 Ulez 
charge to make the journey every 
day.

This student explained that he is in 
favour of tackling air pollution, but 
opposes measures that punish work-
ing-class drivers, who are less able to 
afford newer, regulations-compliant 
vehicles. 

Many students connected the is-
sues they face day to day to the sys-
tem of capitalism, and the need for 
a socialist alternative. One student 
said that she had “found her people” 
when she saw that we were socialists. 

20 students left their details to get 
involved. 

At our first informal meeting later 
that day, we agreed to hold regular 
political discussions on campus, 
combined with weekly campaign 
stalls on issues like public transport 
and housing. 

The new Hertfordshire Socialist 
Students group will attend a protest 
on the housing crisis organised by 
London Socialist Party on 28 October 
(see back page), joining other So-
cialist Students groups from across 
London. We also made plans to get a 
group along to Socialism 2023 in No-
vember (see page 5).
Adam Powell-Davies

●USW Trefforest – 
most international 
students joining ever
123 have signed up for Socialist Stu-
dents. 37 from Nigeria, and large 
numbers from south Asia too.

The big increase reflects the sever-
ity of the capitalist global economic 
crisis, particularly in the neocolonial 
world. Many from Nigeria have spent 
their life savings – and their families’ 
– to be here, and now are searching 
for scarce well-paid, part-time jobs.

Our first campaigning activity af-
ter freshers was attending a picket 
line in support of striking lecturers 
– who are fighting casualisation and 
increased unpaid workloads. They 
welcomed our support.

The new USW Trefforest Socialist 
Students group has already held four 

meet-ups, and taken a carload down 
to a Socialist Students meeting in 
Cardiff too.

Next we’re considering campaigns 
to nationalise public transport in 
Wales to win fairer fairs, and also in 
solidarity with Nigerian workers and 
youth fighting back against extreme 
poverty.
Mariam Kamish

●Leeds – ‘what is 
socialism?’
The question “what is socialism?” 
was asked a lot. When we explained, 
most agreed that a mass workers’ 
movement is needed and that they 
would like to see a socialist society in 
the future. 

One international student from 
the US explained to me how the 
costs work for international students. 
£22,000 was the cost of tuition, with 
an additional £3,000 for the visa.

They still have to pay for rent and 
living costs on top! All this is paid for 
with a personal loan back in the US, 
as they do not even have access to 
the British student finance system.

This student is now stuck working 
two jobs. One in the UK as a server, 
and one in the US, providing IT sup-
port to a healthcare company.

Many students strongly feel 
that Labour no longer represents 
them. They feel lost for political 
representation.

Some are considering voting 
Green as they see them as the only 
viable alternative to Labour. We 
made the case for a party based on 

the working class, where the trade 
unions could stand their own candi-
dates, for example.

One student said about freshers 
week: “This is way too commercial”. 
Another student, who said that they 
felt “advertised to”, bought a Social-
ist paper and a Socialist Student 
magazine

Their idea of freshers week was 
socialising, meeting friends and get-
ting drunk. But they had corporate 
sponsors trying to sell them stuff 
constantly. 

We collected almost 100 names 
of people interested in Socialist 
Students.
Louie Fulton

●Queen Mary – debt 
we can’t afford on 
wages too low
The main concerns on campus are 
the housing crisis, and the repay-
ment of student loan debt after 
graduation. 

Many of the students that we spoke 
with have to work while studying full 
time, in order to survive. Student 
loans just aren’t enough anymore. 
On top of this, there’s the fear of pay-
ing back these loans with interest on 
a salary too low to live on in London.

We got 70 names and phone num-
bers of people interested in Socialist 
Students. One of our new members 
has already joined the Socialist Party.

Socialist Students is planning to 
campaign against the housing crisis 
on campus, including supporting 

Tory cost-of-living crisis, so 
students flock to socialists

London Socialist Party’s public 
meeting and protest (see back page). 
We hope to grow our numbers even 
more with our work in the university. 
Nandi Shalita

●Sussex – can’t 
afford bills less than a 
week into uni
There was also a lot of concern with 
the rents and cost of living. Less than 
a week at the university, and they al-
ready were feeling like they couldn’t 
pay the bills. The main issue that all 
the students were concerned about 
was their university debt, and how 
they were going to have to pay it off.

Lots of students were demoral-
ised with what Labour is offering, 
and talked about how there needs 
to be a new party. We linked this to 
the idea of the trade unions standing 

their own candidates at the next gen-
eral election, as a step towards a new 
party.

We gained 30 people interested in 
Socialist Students.
Adam Gillman

●King’s College 
London – every sign-
up sheet filled out
We handed out 300 leaflets, and filled 
out every Socialist Students sign-up 
sheet we had. Some of the best con-
versations I had were with interna-
tional students, curious about what 
was happening in this country, and 
linking it to their own experience.

Students were responsive to calls 
for free education, and inflation-
proof maintenance grants for all. 
Many brought up their distrust of La-
bour leader Keir Starmer, recognising 

the need for real opposition on the 
left.
Nick Davies

●Liverpool – place 
for socialists and 
Marxists
Freshers resulted in 60 people sign-
ing up to Socialist Students at the 
University of Liverpool alone. Our 
campaigning activity saw 20 come to 
our first meeting, and 15 return for a 
pub crawl.

Our task is to keep our presence 
around the campus with regular 
campaigning stalls, fly-posting, and 
leafleting. We’re a place for students 
interested in socialist and Marxist 
ideas.

The year has only just begun. There 
is plenty more work to be done.
Dean Young

●● Get involved, visit 
socialiststudents.org.uk
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Lawanya Chandra
Tamil Solidarity and Socialist Party

Solidarity Day, an annual event or-
ganised by the Tamil Solidarity cam-
paign, took place on 30 September. 
The first session was about struggles 
and the trade unions in Sri Lanka, 
and was held in Tamil. 

Senan - International Coordina-
tor of Tamil Solidarity, and from 
the Committee for a Workers’ Inter-
national (CWI) - spoke about how 
our small campaign is involved in 
various struggles in Sri Lanka and 
against the Buddhist chauvinist Sin-
halese government. People coming 
together in a mass movement in 2022 
got rid of the Rajapaksa family (see 
‘Sri Lanka: One year since the upris-
ing’ at socialistworld.net).

Saarangan, from Young Revolu-
tionaries in Solidarity, spoke about 
how youth and the unions can unite 
oppressed people and win our rights. 
Refugee Rights Campaign activist 
Dhanu explained how we will con-
tinue to fight for the right to work and 
right to asylum. 

The second session, ‘Tamil rights 
and trade union action’, held in 

English, was about what’s hap-
pening in Britain. April Ashley, the 
black members’ (female) rep on the 
national executive of public sec-
tor union Unison, and a Socialist 
Party member, spoke in a personal 
capacity.

She spoke about the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, the strikes that are taking 
place, adding that we also need a 
political voice, and to build our own 
mass workers’ party.

Hugo Pierre, another Unison activ-
ist and Socialist Party member, also 
spoke.

When he saw the 2022 Sri Lanka 
protests (Aragalaya – The Struggle) 
throwing out their government, he 
said he wished to see those events 
come here. When Hugo was on Uni-
son’s ‘international committee’, he 
put forward a motion for the union 
to support last year’s protests, which 
was passed (see ‘Trade union soli-
darity with Sri Lankan workers’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk).

Socialist Party member Len Hockey 
has worked in the health service for 35 
years, and is Unite the union secretary 
for Barts NHS trust (see ‘Unite strike 
at Barts NHS’ on page 7).

Len said all the crises at the mo-
ment are a product of a crazy blind 
capitalist system, and the breakup 
and privatisation of public services.

Len wants union leaders to talk 
more about how we won the health 
service and welfare state. It came 
out of successive struggles of past 
generations.

After seeing Aragalaya and the 
people’s power, the Sri Lankan estab-
lishment is shaken. It is using the old 
technique to divide people and cre-
ate communal violence. 

Tamil Solidarity supports trade un-
ions in Sri Lanka organising interna-
tional solidarity. The unions need to 
be independent of the government, 
and should coordinate and mobilise 
all the workers and supporters. We 
are proposing a conference of trade 
union activists in Sri Lanka.

We need to build our strength. 
Mass struggle can dismantle oppres-
sive regimes, and win our rights.

The Socialist Party’s sister party, 
United Socialist Party, is fighting for 
socialism in Sri Lanka - socialist-
world.net

●● tamilsolidarity.org

Tamil Solidarity Day discusses workers’ struggle in Sri Lanka and Britain

Nancy Taaffe is chair of the ‘Save Our Square’ campaign, and a 
member of the Socialist Party in Waltham Forest.

Our local campaign group  ‘Save Our 
Square’  met under the shadow of the 
two newly constructed lift shafts for 
the two monster blocks being built 
in Walthamstow, east London. Our 
campaign has held these buildings at 
bay for eight years.

As these lift shafts have risen from 
the earth, residents are looking up 
and pointing at them, like some 
monstrous spaceship that has land-
ed from another planet.  They can 
be seen from almost anywhere in 
Waltham Forest.

On 30 September, 40 people 
protested.

It should be criminal – in the true 
sense of the word – that the Labour 
council has not paused construction 
until the Grenfell Inquiry has report-
ed. Criminal, because it is expected 
that new regulations will ensure that 
no more tall buildings are built with 
only one stairwell and one lift – like 
these in Walthamstow. But the La-
bour council has rushed to establish 
‘facts on the ground’.

Some people ask us: “Why do you 
bother to continue campaigning 
when these towers are being built?” 
We answer “We have to be bothered; 
for all those that will live in them, 
for our environment that is being 
destroyed, and for those in housing 
need, who these towers offer noth-
ing to. 

A number of people approached 
us to say that they had been passive 

onlookers in this campaign. But since 
the towers have gone up, they now 
want to be more actively involved.

Save Our Square has challenged 
any ruling Labour politician to come 
to a public debate on 4 November to 
defend this private model for hous-
ing. If councils are going to passively 
accept it, then they should have the 
gumption to come and defend it.

Labour already has 45 councillors in 
Waltham Forest. Instead of voting for 
one more to put their hand up to cut 
our services and jobs, why not vote 
for a socialist fighter?

Nancy has campaigned to save 
libraries and youth services, cam-
paigns for council homes instead of 
blocks of expensive flats, and isn’t 
afraid to stand alongside workers 
striking for a pay rise.

Nancy says: 
“Many Labour councillors just 

trundle along to the council cham-
ber, collect their expenses, and lead 
no resistance or make any stand 
against the devastating cuts, for fear 
of losing their positions and their po-
tential future careers. We don’t need 
any more councillors like that. 

There are many campaigns outside 
of election times, where our elected 
Labour councillors are nowhere to 
be seen. Like campaigns against the 

super-incinerator, cutting Higham 
Hill library service, the decimation 
of youth services, the fight for good 
community schools instead of busi-
ness-run academies, or the rent and 
council tax rises.  

People who are elected to stand 
up for us should be leading the fight 
against deteriorating services, and 
the impoverishment of more and 
more families. The profits of the rich 
are protected, and cuts cascaded into 
poor wards like Higham Hill. 

But the Socialist Party and TUSC 
are not like that.  

On every important issue that ef-
fects Higham Hill, Socialist Party 
members have been part of the cam-
paign or have led the campaign. We 
are not only seen at election times, 
we can be seen every Saturday down 
the market, campaigning against 
low pay, supporting strikers, or cam-
paigning against the monster blocks 

in the town square.” 
You don’t have to vote Labour to 

keep out the Tories in Higham Hill. 
There’s no risk of the Tories winning. 
TUSC got more votes than the Tories 
in the 2022 Higham Hill election.

In the Socialist Party, we think it is 
clearer than ever that working-class 
people need a party of our own.

“Nancy was solid and unwavering 
in support of 63 tenants who fought 
a year-long battle from being evicted. 
We could not have won the battle 
without Nancy.”
Butterfields residents

“Nancy is a brilliant campaigner, 
who puts local people and services at 
the heart of all she does.”
Sue Wills, chair of Save Higham Hill 
library

●● tusc.org.uk 

Nancy is the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) candidate in the Higham Hill  
by-election on 26 October. This is an edited extract from her leaflet.

Protesting under 
shadow of dangerous 
Walthamstow tower blocks

The tower block so far...  
PHOTO: SAVE OUR SQUARE

Protesting on 30 September, including 
Nancy (second from left)  PHOTO: SAVE OUR SQUARE

PHOTO: TAMIL SOLIDARITY

AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q3: JUNE-SEPTEMBER 2023 FINAL CHART
South West 2,749 2,100 131%

Eastern 1,634 1,300 126%
Southern & SE 2,938 2,400 122%
East Midlands 2,419 2,050 118%

London 5,384 5,000 108%
Wales 2,554 2,400 106%

Yorkshire 1,913 2,650 72%
Northern 503 800 63%

North West 722 1,200 60%
West Midlands 1,512 2,700 56%

Other 2,674 2,400 111%
TOTAL 25,002 25,000 100%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Fund the fightback
DONATE TODAY

●● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/donate or call 020 8988 8777
●● or make cheques payable to Socialist Party, 

PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

Isai Priya
Socialist Party treasurer

As October begins, the Socialist Par-
ty’s third quarter comes to an end. 
Typically the third quarter has always 
been the hardest to reach our target 
because of the summer period, and 
we are pleased to announce that we 
have reached our target by collecting 
£25,002.   

Our members and supporters had 
a very busy quarter indeed. We were 
out on our Saturday campaign stalls 
across the country and attended 
picket lines of workers on strike, as 
well as protests and demonstrations.  

With four weeks to go, we still had 
£10,000 left to reach our target. Our 
branches organised even more street 
activities and fundraising events.  

Southampton West raised £15 on 
a stall campaigning on free school 
meals, Leicester raised £28.50, 

Sheffield South East £19.50 and Car-
diff West £150.20 out campaigning, 
on top of selling dozens of copies of 
the Socialist. Coventry branch col-
lected £26.60 in donations for their 
homemade badges and rock cakes, 
and a member in Enfield donated 
£50 by selling clothes on Vinted.

Thank you to everyone that worked 
hard to help us reach out target and 
helping to spread the socialist ideas 
that are needed to win better living 
standards for all. 

The first week of October begins 
the new, and final, quarter of 2023. 
Every quarter, we have a target to 
raise £25,000 to ensure we have the 
funds to maintain our campaigning 
and to have the materials to use in 
our fight for socialism. This is so we 
can continue producing our weekly 
newspaper, a monthly magazine and 
the vast array of leaflets and post-
ers on various campaigns. Please 

continue to support us and the cam-
paigns in your areas. Go to our web-
site to find the nearest branch to you 
and join us in our activities.

Quiz quids in!
You may know the last home secre-
tary of the 20th century but do you 
know the current host of Countdown?

In a quiz, the individual has a role 
to play but the joint endeavour is 
more important. And, if all goes well, 
the sense of community extends be-
yond just the team and you may then 
realise that, as a group of people in a 
room, you can answer all the ques-
tions. Everybody has made a contri-
bution. And, let’s not forget, it’s good 
fun!

The quiz as a model of collective 
action? We tried it the other night 
in Walthamstow and raised £210. I 
would recommend it.
Roy Wills, WALTHAM FOREST SOCIALIST PARTY

£25,002 raised to fund socialist fightback - target reached!

Nick Hawkesford
Devon Socialist Party

There was a Socialist Party campaign 
stall happening on my local high 
street, and I was intrigued.

I had always considered myself on 
the left politically. Though, for years, 
I had felt politically homeless.

I did not belong in any of the main-
stream parties. Labour was in thrall 
to its capitalist wing.

The Green Party lacks any serious 
class analysis. Through my experi-
ences online, I was beginning to lose 
hope in left politics. 

When I spoke to the people run-
ning the Socialist Party stall, I was 
rather shocked to hear there was a 
party which seemed to align very 
closely with my own ideals. A party 
that was unabashedly Marxist in its 
analysis, democratic in its processes, 
and willing to put forth a left-wing 
economic argument.

So I stuck around for the stall and 

chatted, and agreed to come down to 
the next stall that was in my town.

A week later, and there I was again.
The more I heard, the more I re-

alised that this was a party of peo-
ple who were not in this for some 
aesthetic reason, as was often the 
case in online circles. But, instead, 
these were people who were ready 
and willing to give up their time and 
money for a cause that they, and evi-
dently I, believed in.

When I was asked to join the So-
cialist Party at the end of that stall, it 
was a no-brainer. Torquay high street 
may not have been the place I would 
have bet on to have found a party 
of revolutionary socialists. But I am 
very glad it was, because I have not 
regretted a moment since.

I was losing hope, until I 
joined the Socialist Party

Meeting discusses fightback 
against Kirklees cuts
Iain Dalton
Socialist Party Yorkshire secretary

Over 100 people crammed into the 
Al-Hikmah Centre in Batley, West 
Yorkshire, on 29 September to dis-
cuss how the cuts to local services 
planned by Kirklees Council could 
be opposed. In August, the council 
announced it had overspent by £27 
million on last year’s budget and 
there was a black hole in this and 
next year’s budgets, amounting to 
£47 million.

Some of the details of the planned 
cuts to fill in these funding gaps have 
leaked. Two council-run specialist 
dementia care homes, Claremont 
House and Castle Grange, are due 
to be closed; 250 jobs are to be lost 
this year, Heckmondwike Town Hall 
is also to close. A further 750 jobs are 
estimated to go to cover next year’s 
financial gap.

And Kirklees Active Leisure - the 
arm’s length company running for-
merly council leisure services in 
Kirklees - is due to close further 
leisure centres on top of last year’s 
closure of Batley Baths, including 
Colne Valley Leisure Centre which 
won a reprieve last year, as well as 
Batley Sports and Tennis Centre, 
and Dewsbury Leisure Centre. If 
this goes ahead it will mean that 
three out of four leisure centres in 
the North Kirklees area have been 
closed in the last year!

The meeting heard from many 
people directly affected by these 
cutbacks, including family members 
of care home residents, a swimming 
club left homeless by the closure of 
the Dewsbury Leisure Centre, and 
others. Some in the meeting already 
felt that the cuts were a done deal 
and were already talking about seek-
ing Community Asset Transfers, but 

others wanted to fight. As one speak-
er from the floor suggested: “It’s up to 
us to demand what services we want 
from our councillors, not for them to 
impose upon us.” 

I spoke from the floor on behalf of 
the Socialist Party, pointing out that 
demanding back the over £100 mil-
lion stolen by the Tories from Kirklees 
residents in funding cuts since 2010 
should be a key demand, including 
on Starmer’s Labour if elected at the 
general election. The council is able 
to utilise the £100 million in reserves 
as of March, and its prudential bor-
rowing powers to balance a no-cuts 
budget and fund services in the 
meantime.

As was pointed out in the meet-
ing, grassroots campaigns can win, 
campaigning earlier this year pushed 
back some leisure centre closures, 
and campaigning around the Hud-
dersfield Royal Infirmary stopped 
the closure of the A&E. The next 
step agreed from the meeting was 
for a mass lobby of the next Kirklees 
Council meeting in Huddersfield on 
18 October.

Nick (left) at Plymouth 
Pride  PHOTO: DUNCAN MOORE
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SOCIALISTS
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Do you agree?

What’s the point of another Labour councillor?

Campaigning to save 
Batley Baths  PHOTO: IAIN DALTON
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Black History Month: Black 
workers and the strike wave
April Ashley
Unison national executive council, black 
members rep (female) (personal capacity)

Camden traffic wardens - mainly 
low-paid Black workers - have won 
a fantastic victory of a £15-an-hour 
wage after eight weeks of strike ac-
tion. More than 100 workers took 
part in the long-running dispute with 
NSL, Camden Council’s private con-
tractor. Pay will be increased from 
£12.70 an hour to £15 an hour. And 
by 2025 staff will be on a minimum 
hourly rate of £16.50.

This is an example of Black, Asian 
and alternative ethnicity workers be-
ing at the forefront of the strike wave 
that has swept across Britain for 
more than a year. 

We have seen St Mungo’s 

homelessness workers achieving a 
higher pay offer after weeks of strike 
action with Black shop stewards to 
the fore, and Abellio bus workers 
won a magnificent £18-an-hour pay 
victory after a determined struggle 
with nearly all Black and Asian work-
ers on very lively pickets lines - set-
ting new traditions. 

Amazon workers are still in the 
middle of their pay dispute with 
leading Black stewards. More recent-
ly, health workers in Unite in a num-
ber of hospitals have taken strike 
action including Bart’s NHS Trust in 
East London with mainly Black and 
migrant workers who last year won 
a historic victory for higher pay and 
a return to direct NHS employment. 
Now, this year, the same workers are 
taking strike action over safe staffing 

levels, bank rates and lump-sum 
payments.

RMT train workers are continuing 
their dispute. And earlier this year 
health workers in the Royal Col-
lege of Nursing and Unison were on 
strike for higher pay, as well as Royal 
Mail workers in the Communication 
Workers Union. All of the strikes had 
a significant number of Black work-
ers participating and on the picket 
lines. 

Black workers have been part of 
the strike wave in huge numbers be-
cause they have been hit hardest by 
the cost-of-living crisis. 

As the head of the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) equalities unit said: 
“The cost-of-living crisis is going to 
hit Black workers disproportionately 
because of the kinds of jobs they are 

doing, the impact of Covid, and the 
challenges of an institutionally racist 
labour market.”

The TUC report, ‘Still rigged - 
racism in the UK Labour Market’, 
showed stark figures of unemploy-
ment, precarious working and low-
pay for black workers. 

It states: “One in six (14.6%) of 
Black and minority ethnic workers 
are likely to be in insecure work, com-
pared to 11.15% of white workers in 
this position. Ministers have ignored 
the growth in casualisation suffered 
by Black workers who are dispropor-
tionately trapped in temporary jobs, 
agency jobs and zero-hour contracts. 
This trend has resulted in high levels 
of in-work poverty, resulting in Black 
workers being trapped in low-waged 
occupations and in situations where 
they are expected to do the most de-
manding and dangerous work.”

It is these worsening economic 
conditions that have forced Black 
workers to be at the forefront of the 
enormous strike wave of workers 
fighting back against the worst drop 
in living standards since records 
began. 

Economic crisis
The economic crisis has impacted 
Black workers disproportionately 
because capitalism is an exploitative 
system deliberately using divide-
and-rule tactics of racism, sexism, 
anti-migrant rhetoric, and so on to 
oppress the working class and the 
poorest in society in order to main-
tain and increase the wealth of the 
richest 1%.

The Tories and bosses use divide 
and rule, blaming everyone else ex-
cept the capitalist system for the col-
lapse of living standards, is increasing 
as the economic crisis deepens.

This has meant ‘culture wars’ and 
emboldens far-right activists trying 
to blame migrant workers for pov-
erty, unemployment, lack of housing 
and the collapse of local services in-
stead of the root cause, the capitalist 
system. 

As Malcolm X said: “You can’t have 
capitalism without racism”. Capital-
ism means continued oppression 
and exploitation of the working class. 

The mass strike wave has been able 
to raise wages and better conditions 
for some workers, and have forced 
some employers back. 

But only by building a mass move-
ment uniting workers of all back-
grounds on a common programme 
will we have the power to take the 
wealth off the 1% and run society for 
the 99%, rid society of the capitalist 
system, and build a socialist society 
free from exploitation, discrimina-
tion and oppression. 

Read online at 
socialistworld.
net

Azerbaijani military forces overrun Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave causing mass exodus of refugees
Niall Mulholland
Committee for a Workers’ International

In just under 24 hours on 19 Septem-
ber, Azerbaijani military forces over-
ran the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave 
in the south Caucasus mountains, 
at the cost of around 200 lives. Since 
then, at the time of writing, nearly 
70,000 ethnic Armenians have fled 
the territory, out of a total population 
of around 120,000. 

It is likely that they will be joined 
by thousands more from Karabakh, 
who are not convinced by the claims 
of the Azerbaijan regime that minor-
ity rights will be respected. There 
are already unconfirmed reports of 

Azeri troops indiscriminately bom-
barding villages. Adding to chaos, 
more than 100 people were killed in 
Stepanakert, the capital of Nagorno-
Karabakh, when a massive explosion 
ripped apart a fuel depot as car own-
ers struggled to buy petrol.

The Azerbaijani government has 
called for the “dissolution” of all 
political structures in Nagorno-
Karabakh. In a deal agreed with 
Russia, the local defence forces in 
the enclave will be disarmed and 
reintegrated into Azerbaijan. Politi-
cal figures from the fallen Karabakh 
regime are being detained, includ-
ing a Russian-Armenian billionaire, 
Ruben Vardanyan, who briefly held 

a cabinet job in Nagorno-Karabakh.
Samvel Shahramanya, president 

of Nagorno-Karabakh, reflecting the 
dire situation facing his administra-
tion, ordered all state institutions 
to disband by 1 January 2024, when 
“the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh 
(Artsakh) shall cease to exist”.

The terrified refugees desper-
ately fleeing Nagorno-Karabakh are 
quite justified in feeling that they 
have been abandoned by the so-
called ‘international community’. For 
months they have faced an economic 
blockade conducted by Azerbaijan 
forces which the Western powers 
have ineffectually criticised. During 
the military operation ordered by 

Azerbaijani president Ilham Aliyev, 
2,000 or so Russian ‘peacekeeping 
forces’ stood by, even when several of 
the peacekeeping troops were killed 
by Azeri fire (which the Azerbaijan 
government claimed was a mistake 
and has formally apologised for).

Armenia’s prime minister, Nikol 
Pashinyan, declared that the “allies 
we relied on for many years” were 
“ineffective” and the “instruments of 
the Armenian-Russian strategic part-
nership were not enough to ensure 
Armenia’s external security”.

The US and the EU have been 
largely low key in their criticism of 
Azerbaijan’s aggressive military ac-
tions, partly as they do not want 

to anger their Nato - an alliance of 
the Western capitalist powers - ally 
Turkey, which has significant influ-
ence in Azerbaijan. The interests of 
the ruling elites and governments of 
these various powers come well be-
fore the interests of the people of Na-
gorno-Karabakh, who are now facing 
de facto ethnic cleansing. This will no 
doubt evoke painful historical mem-
ories among Armenians, following 
the genocide that was conducted 
against Armenians by the Ottoman 
Empire during World War One.

Since the outbreak of the war in 
Ukraine, EU states have been at-
tempting to increase oil and gas trade 
with Azerbaijan, as they massively 
cut down on supplies from Russia. 
The appalling human rights abuse 
record of the Azerbaijan regime 
have been ignored or downplayed 
by Western powers in furtherance of 
their essential interests.

●● Continue reading at 
socialistworld.net

Edmund Schluessel
CWI in Finland

A wave of student activism has swept 
Finland as the Conservative-led gov-
ernment prepares to impose its first, 
austerity-led budget. Student groups 
have launched sit-in demonstrations 
at most universities, several techni-
cal colleges and upper secondary 
schools. 

They have a common list of de-
mands against cuts to student hous-
ing benefits, opposing the proposed 
introduction of tuition fees for in-
ternational students, and for better 
mental health support. The students 
have also stated opposition to the 
broader problem of the govern-
ment’s racist and anti-immigrant 
policies and connections to the ex-
treme right.

Students could lose effectively €70 
a month if the government’s auster-
ity plans advance. The government 
plans to stop cost-of-living adjust-
ments to student grants, even though 
the past two years have seen inflation 
higher than four times the normal 
rate.

The first occupation began on 18 
September at Helsinki University, the 
largest and oldest university in the 
country. Students have set up tents 
and banners in a ‘speaking area’ of 
the university’s main building, with 
dozens taking part at any moment. 
Support from the community has 
been broad and sustained, and the 
university has stated it intends to let 
the protest go on undisturbed.

One theology student and occupi-
er who spoke to us said: “I’m relieved 
my generation, millennials and Gen 
Z, has the fight in us and we aren’t as 
apathetic as we’re depicted. One of 
the themes that constantly comes up 
in our daily meetings is the struggle 
against apathy, so at this point I per-
sonally see it as an anti-apathy move-
ment as well.”

While numbers are smaller at oth-
er university occupations, CWI sup-
porters report the activists organising 
the protests universally show deter-
mination and are in good spirits. Sev-
eral high schools have been drawn 
into the occupation movement, as 
well, with students at Finland’s arts 
schools particularly mobilised.

An important feature of the dem-
onstrations is the willingness to 
connect with other movements in 
solidarity. Students from Helsinki 

University’s occupation joined in 
the nurses’ union’s demonstration 
against cuts to healthcare, and ar-
ranged for the Elokapina (Extinction 
Rebellion in Finland) demonstration 
taking place on the same day to visit. 
They have also been very welcoming 
to guests and speakers.

A spark?
The student occupations could be an 
important spark for sustained, broad 
action against the government and 
its neoliberal, racist agenda. While 
the summer following the election 
was highlighted by sev-
eral very large demonstra-
tions against government 
racism, they have so far 
failed to coalesce into a 
sustained movement, in 
part due to sectarianism 
by the demonstrations’ or-
ganisers. But these student 
demonstrations are com-
ing as the largest Finnish 
trade union confedera-
tion, SAK, has already an-
nounced coordinated 
strike action by its mem-
ber unions against govern-
ment proposals to push 
back union and workplace 
rights. 

SAK’s leadership has denied it is 
currently planning a general strike. 
But students and young workers 
could, by advocating for such a de-
mand to unite the diverse sectional 
struggles against the Petteri Orpo 
government, provide a counter-
weight to the backpedalling, ulti-
mately management-friendly union 
bureaucracy.

Spontaneous walkouts, most re-
cently by support workers at Hel-
sinki Airport over the sudden and 
non-negotiated withdrawal of ac-
cess to cheap airfare tickets as a staff 
benefit, show that many workers are 
more ready to take action than their 
leaders. The government’s popularity 
is already tumbling as it faces scan-
dal after scandal over hate speech 
from its ministers. A general strike, 
Finland’s first since 1956, could eas-
ily bring it down.

The question then posed is, what 
should follow it? A return to rule by 
the Social Democrats, or more likely 
a National Conservative-Social Dem-
ocratic coalition, would be less overt-
ly racist but would continue the same 
programme of spending cuts and 

attacks on unions, albeit at a slower 
pace. Parliamentary parties to the left 
of the Social Democrats, meanwhile, 
have already shown themselves too 
willing to cover up their own politics 
and follow along with a programme 
of cuts to try to make themselves ac-
ceptable to the rich.

Finland needs a new, openly so-
cialist mass party, bringing together 
students, workers, the unemployed 
and all oppressed in struggle. Such 
an organisation could coordinate 
and sustain the fight against all as-
pects of capitalism and build the 

working class into a force 
to not just reform, but 
transform society.

Support and build on 
the student occupiers’ 
demands! 
• Increase, don’t cut, 
housing subsidies 
• No to tuition fees, now 
and forever
• Guarantee mental 
health services for all who 
need them 
• Build solidarity in the 
university and across so-
ciety with the movement 
against cuts

• Oppose all racist government im-
migration policies
• Living grants for all students, let 
every student focus on their studies

●● Edmund, then a Socialist Party 
and Socialist Students member, 
was elected to the National Union 
of Students executive in 2013. That 
body has since been disbanded

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the international 

socialist organisation which the Socialist Party 

is affiliated to. The CWI is organised in many 

countries. We work to unite the working class 

and oppressed peoples against capitalism, 

and to fight for a socialist world.

socialistworld.net

Finland: 
University 

occupations 
against 

right-wing 
government
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Basil Holst
Socialist Students

I
f you don’t have mould, then 
you probably know someone 
who does.

Homes in disrepair have be-
come the norm rather than the 

exception, it seems, and  landlords 
are letting properties fall apart 
around us, and simply giving it a 
lick of paint for the next tenant. I’ve 
personally watched our contractor 

try to push past my partner in our 
kitchen to try and wipe mould off 
our cupboard before a council in-
spection. I’ve uprooted myself and 
moved three times in a month.

Monopolising the housing market 
allows landlords to demand extor-
tionate rents, and extortionate rent 
prices keep would-be homeowners 
from ever saving enough money to 
be approved for a mortgage. And so 
the cycle continues. 

The average property price in 

the UK is now 8.5 times the aver-
age annual income, meaning it is 
effectively impossible for first-time 
buyers to get mortgage approval, 
and even then the interest rates re-
flect the price of the market. This 
won’t change on it’s own. When a 
minority of the population holds a 
greedy surplus of a crucial resource 
why would they willingly give it up?

We need council houses, rent 
controls and a party that actually 
fights for these things.

The Socialist Party has changed 
my perspective on my own situation. 
I’m not the one at fault, and I’m not 
the only one. As individuals we may 
be getting swept aside, ignored and 
sent through hours of phone queues, 
but the sum is greater than its con-
stituent parts, and together we can 
build a movement. In London on 18 
October, the Socialist Party is holding 
a public meeting where we will be 
sharing our experiences and discuss-
ing the change that’s needed. And we 

will be marching against the housing 
crisis on 28 October. We need social-
ist planning to provide homes for all!

●● London Socialist Party meeting 
at 7pm, 18 October, at The Abbey 
Conference and Community Centre, 
34 Great Smith Street, SW1P 3BU

●● March against the housing 
crisis at 12noon 28 October, 
starting at the Department for 
Levelling Up and marching to 
Trafalgar Square

Fight for council 
houses and rent 
control

Mouldy homes and rip-off rents
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