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WHAT WE THINK

CApITAlIsm mEANs WAr - 
buIld mAss uNITEd WorKErs’ 
sTrugglE for soCIAlIsT CHANgE

A 
month into this devastating 
war on Gaza and the world’s 
capitalist leaders are demon-
strating again that our lives 
are not safe in their hands 

and their system. Capitalism means 
war, just as it means a cost-of-living 
crisis, poverty, environmental catas-
trophe, and inequality. 

The average Gazan is living on two 
pieces of bread a day. The death toll 
has topped 10,000. Horrific, unprece-
dented levels of shelling by the Israeli 
army combine with the escalating 
land invasion and encirclement in 
the month since the terrible Hamas 
attacks on Israeli civilians. 

Over 150 health workers have 
been killed in Gaza so far. Hospitals 
are crammed with not only injured 
humans but also, in the absence of 
essential medicines and supplies, in-
sects and the threat of disease. A sur-
geon at the Al Shifa hospital reported 
that they only had enough energy to 
power the neonatal unit - and only 
for the rest of that day.

At the hands of the Israeli regime 
and far-right settler thugs they en-
able, many Palestinians in the West 
Bank have been forced from their vil-
lages, have lost their jobs, have been 
arrested, including more than 700 
being held without charges, and are 
beaten and even killed.

Demands for an end to the war 
and a just solution for the Palestin-
ians grow louder. Last weekend saw 
large marches including in London, 
Paris, Berlin, Milan, Dhaka, at the US 
embassy in Turkey, and across the 
Arab world. In cities across the US, 
the protests against the onslaught on 
Gaza are the biggest since the inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003. Youth predomi-
nates, a young generation who only 
knows capitalism in terms of crisis 
and war - and has had enough.

Many demonstrations have gone 
ahead in the face of undemocratic 
government bans. Here the Tories 
are threatening similar measures, but 
the police have so far stopped short. 
In this situation a ban, as in other 
countries, would only teach a new 
generation the inability of repressive 
laws to prevent a mass movement.

The war highlights the main divide 
in society - ‘them’ and ‘us’. On one 
side, is the solidarity and opposition 
to war of the working class and poor 
peoples of the world, and the middle 
classes too; and, on the other, the rep-
resentatives of capitalism, seeking to 
serve the interests of big business in 
terms of power, prestige and profit. 

The protests are an expression of 
how millions of people not only re-
ject war and its devastation, but the 
belief that they must act themselves 
because capitalist establishment 
leaders and their parties of the rich 
cannot be trusted to rule. 

There is, undoubtedly, growing 
fear among these capitalist leaders 
that a spill-over into a regional war 
is possible. But it is increasingly clear 
that it isn’t in their gift to prevent it - 
events can take a logic of their own. 
Last week the leaders of Hezbollah 
delivered speeches threatening to es-
calate attacks on Israel, under pres-
sure to be seen to act. The capitalists’ 
primary concern is the major impli-
cations for the system they defend, 
including for the economy.

In an interview with the Sunday 
Times, Larry Fink, the chief execu-
tive of mega corporation BlackRock, 
said: “Rising fear creates a withdraw-
al from consumption or spending 
more. So fear creates recessions in 
the long run, and if we continue to 
have rising fear, the probability of a 
European recession grows and the 
probability of a US recession grows.”

Recognising the dangers to their 
system is not the same as the capital-
ists having a solution. The US govern-
ment is expending significant military 
efforts now - on top of its enormous 
regular military ‘aid’ to Israel – at-
tempting to both be seen as on Israel’s 

side while also trying to prevent esca-
lation into a regional war.

The US government is also in-
vesting diplomatic efforts, in part 
in response to the pressure of the 
anti-war mood and protests. But an-
other US visit to Israel and the Arab 
leaders by US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken has delivered no steps 
towards an agreed plans let alone a 
viable one.

‘Greater Israel’
Meanwhile the Israeli government 
continues to pursue ramping up its 
‘Greater Israel’ expansionism. Its 
spokespeople make it clear it sees 
no situation where Palestinians have 
meaningful self-determination. Ne-
tanyahu is desperate to be seen as 
acting decisively following the 7 Oc-
tober attacks. But, despite majority 
support for action, his government 
faces unprecedented wartime un-
popularity including due to its lack of 
a plan for the return of the hostages 
taken by Hamas, with demonstra-
tions growing on this issue.

Netanyahu is not the only capital-
ist politician who will be found want-
ing by this war. In the next year US 
president Biden, Egyptian president 
Al-Sisi and many other world lead-
ers, like the Tories in Britain, face 
elections. They have reason to fear 
that the war will bring consequenc-
es for their electoral prospects. This 

threat does not yet come from an 
organised political expression of the 
anti-war movement or broader work-
ers’ struggles. Instead, from opposi-
tion to the capitalist politicians’ war 
stance and their lack of solutions, 
tipping the balance in a situation 
where their support base is already 
extremely limited.

A new poll shows Biden losing in 
2024, not because of votes switch-
ing to Trump but because of voters 
rejecting Biden’s record which has 
delivered falling living standards for 
ordinary Americans and no end to 
the worldwide crises. The building of 
a mass working-class party that op-
poses all attacks on the working class 
- from war to wage cuts - is needed to 
fill this vacuum.

Arab Spring
This is also the case in the Middle 
East. There, the 2011 Arab Spring 
mass uprisings that removed dicta-
tors are in the living memories of 
both the masses and the capitalist 
elites. Socialist intifadas mean mass 
struggles of the working class and 
poor, including building their own 
independent political organisations. 
Necessary will be a programme of 
how to unite the working class to 
end capitalism and replace it with a 
socialist alternative based on demo-
cratic planning of the economy in the 
interests of all, not just a tiny elite.

In Israel, where divisions appear 
to be ever more entrenched, building 
workers’ organisations that can unite 
Jewish, Palestinian and workers of 
other backgrounds can be seen as off 
the agenda. But the Israeli capital-
ists will expect the working class to 
pay for the economic woes facing the 
Israeli economy down the line. The 
fight to defend living standards will 
demand a response in the workplac-
es and trade unions, where strike ac-
tion has brought solidarity and unity 
between workers in the past - and 
can again.

The context is a capitalist system 
in deep crisis. ‘They’ have failed. But 
‘we’ are not yet organised enough to 
take the initiative and not only throw 
them out but replace them. That is 
the task of the organised working 
class and the anti-war movement, 
including building new anti-war 
workers’ parties with socialist, inter-
nationalist programmes.

 ● Stop the war on Gaza! For the immediate 
withdrawal of the Israeli military from the 
occupied territories

 ● For a mass struggle of the Palestinians, 
under their own democratic control, to fight 
for liberation

 ● For the building of independent workers’ 
parties in Palestine and Israel and links 
between them

 ● For an independent, socialist Palestinian 
state, alongside a socialist Israel, with 
two capitals in Jerusalem and guaranteed 
democratic rights for all minorities, as part 
of the struggle for a socialist Middle East

 ● No trust in the capitalist politicians, 
internationally or in Britain. Fight to build 
a workers’ party in Britain that stands for 
socialism and internationalism
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A socialist world is possible 
- come to socialism 2023 
fund the fight for socialist 
change worldwide!
A world without war, poverty, and oppression; a world where the elite 1% 
doesn’t own and control the world’s vast resources; where the talent 
and skills of individuals is used for the benefit of all; where policies are 
in the interest of the working-class majority.

Such a world is possible. But for it to become a reality, we need to 
get rid of the existing profit system and replace it with socialism.

The Socialist Party has the ideas and programme to make that 
happen. We say that the working class, young people, and the 
masses have the power to get rid of capitalism and build a new 
system, to have a planned economy, publicly owned under the 
democratic control and management of the working class.

If you want to change the 
world, join us at socialism 
2023, on the 25-26 
November, at the Institute 
of Education in london. 
Socialism 2023 is the annual event organised by the Socialist Party. It 
is a weekend full of discussion on socialist ideas - learning the lessons 
of mass struggle and organising the fightback for socialist change 
worldwide.

Historic mass movements have toppled repressive governments, 
brought social change, and challenged backward ideas. Inspiring 
movements have shown us the masses have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain by getting organised and fighting back. Capitalism 
is a global system in multiple crises; getting rid of it requires 
international working-class struggle. 

An international socialist organisation is needed to share the 
lessons of those movements, current and historic, and to assist in the 
building of fighting, socialist forces all over the world. The Socialist 
Party is part of the Committee for Workers’ International (CWI) - a 
starting point towards developing that mass, revolutionary party 
internationally.

A big part of the Saturday rally at every Socialism event is the 
financial appeal. The Socialist Party does not have any rich backers. 
To make sure we are able to get our socialist message out as 
widely as possible by producing leaflets, posters and the Socialist 
newspaper, we rely on donations from our members and the working  
class as a whole. 

We urge all our readers to think about what they can donate and 
make sure we have the most successful appeal possible. Everything 
that is raised goes to fund the fight for socialism. This year, a third of 
all donations received will go to the building of our international, the 
CWI.

How much can you pledge to 
help build the force that can 
lead the fight for socialist 
change worldwide?
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Rob Williams
SocialiSt Party trade union and workPlace 
organiSer

T
he horrific images of the Is-
raeli state’s brutal assault on 
Gaza have sparked an intense 
debate across the trade union 
movement and in individual 

unions about the attitude the work-
ers’ movement must take to the con-
flict, both industrially and politically. 

Most, if not all, unions have is-
sued statements, many of which have 
condemned the Israeli government’s 
vicious offensive, while at the same 
time criticising the 7 October attack 
by Hamas and others, particularly 
the targeting of civilians. Most have 
also opposed any rise of racist divi-
sion, including both Islamophobia 
and anti-Semitism.

The trade union movement should 
use its authority and power, as well 
as its ability to reach across all work-
ing-class communities, to put itself 
centre stage in the anti-war move-
ment. There have been union blocs 
on some of the demonstrations and 
protests, although relatively small at 
this stage. This can grow if the unions 
have a bold approach and go far fur-
ther in setting out the programme 
that is necessary to give a lead to mil-
lions of workers here, and can point a 
way forward to having an impact on 
the war itself.

authority
The union movement has begun to 
re-build its authority through the 
strike wave that has grown over the 
last two years, especially in the last 18 
months, with hundreds of thousands 
of workers on picket lines. With Keir 
Starmer moving Labour to the right, 
clearly setting itself up as a trusted 
representative of the capitalist estab-
lishment, the unions have come to 
the fore as the leadership of not just 
their own members but wider layers 
of the working class, and even the 
middle class, desperate for a fight-
ing lead during the cost-of-living 
squeeze. 

Even at that level, to avoid a new 
inflation spike and recession that a 
continuation of the conflict could 
accelerate, the trade union move-
ment must intervene against the war. 
While sometimes even the best in-
dustrial militants want to avoid ‘poli-
tics’, politics and its consequences 
cannot be sidestepped.

The massive economic power that 
workers have, especially when they 
have taken action together, has been 
shown over the strike wave. Earlier 
this year, we saw at least two days, 
one on the Tory budget day in March, 
when over half a million workers 
took strike action together. If that had 
been developed further, it could have 
defeated Sunak’s weak and divided 
government, but it has shown the 
strength that workers’ collective ac-
tion has. 

The trade union movement, both 
here and internationally, has a proud 
record of solidarity against war and 

Build the workers’ movement against war
trade unions must organise and lead

repression. London dockers in 1920 
boycotted the loading of arms on to 
the Jolly George for use against the 
Russian revolution, and Scottish 
Rolls Royce workers in the 1970s re-
fused to work on parts for the Chil-
ean Air Force which had been a key 
force in the 1973 coup against the so-
cialist Allende government - just two 
examples.

Example of spain
But there is a more recent example of 
mass action. In 2003, the right-wing 
Peoples Party Spanish government 
of José Aznar, despite declaring sup-
port for Bush and Blair’s war on Iraq 
just days before at the Azores sum-
mit in March 2003, was prevented 
from joining the invasion by a gen-
eral strike. Socialist Party members 

on the national steering committee 
of the Stop the War Coalition, which 
was formed in opposition to the 2001 
war on Afghanistan, argued that such 
a lead should have been given by the 
unions in this country at that time. 

The unions have even more au-
thority today, and such mass action 
now would undoubtedly put huge 
pressure on Sunak and other West-
ern governments to withdraw their 
cover for the Israeli government, 
with the knock-on effects this would 
have, for example, on the Israeli cur-
rency and its economy more widely. 
The question of a protest general 
strike might not be posed yet, but it 
is essential that the idea that workers 
can act industrially, on both a local 
and national scale, is raised in the 
workers’ movement now. 

Workers in industries that 
impact israel state
A vital step in this direction is how 
best to relate to those workers who 
work in industries, logistics, docks 
or services that directly impact the 
Israeli state and particularly its war 
effort. It is no surprise that anti-war 
campaigners have protested outside 
workplaces in this sector. But more 
impactful results could be achieved 
by approaching the workers and 
their unions directly for discussion. 

The unions in these sectors should 
take the lead in this, bringing togeth-
er reps nationally to discuss what 
they can do, making it clear that the 
unions will defend any worker who 
withdraws their labour from being 
victimised by their employer. This 
discussion should then be replicated 
in each workplace, through mass 
meetings. 

The very fact of such a process 
unfolding, led by unions who have 
been leading action on pay and jobs, 
would itself raise workers’ sights, 
bringing home the class character of 
the war and heap huge pressure on 
the Tory government. 

shameless starmer
Therefore, it’s essential that the un-
ions clearly pose the class interests 
at play at home and abroad. The 
same bosses’ Tory government that 
is slashing our incomes and bringing 
in more repressive anti-union laws 
is lining up with the far-right Israeli 
government. 

But they must also oppose Labour 
leader Keir Starmer’s shameful tail-
ending of the Tories. It is no accident 
that he disciplines Labour MPs for 
standing on picket lines and support-
ing striking workers as well as those 
speaking out against the Israeli as-
sault on Gaza.

Taking on Starmer on this issue is 
not an ‘add-on’ option for the un-
ions but vital in preserving their 
independent authority. The estab-
lishment media narrative, however 
false it may be, is that Labour politi-
cally represents ‘the unions’. In that 
context, what would equivocation 
about Starmer’s acquiescence to the 
slaughter in Gaza say about ‘the un-
ions’ to the millions of Muslim work-
ers in Britain, and millions of others, 
young people especially, who are ris-
ing up in horror? 

But this would then pose the politi-
cal steps that need to be taken by the 
unions – establishing an independ-
ent pro-worker political strategy that 
fights for workers’ interests, both 
here and internationally. A bloc of 
left MPs and councillors supported 
by militant unions - that supports 
striking workers, demands the re-
nationalisation of rail, mail, steel and 
the energy and utility companies, but 
also opposes Netanyahu’s murder-
ous war - would have far more im-
pact than those imprisoned within 
New Labour and would be a massive 
step forward towards a real workers’ 
political vehicle that is so needed 
right now.

a bloc of 
left mPs and 
councillors 
supported 
by militant 
unions 
would have 
more impact 
than those 
imprisoned 
in labour

The trade 
union 
movement 
should use 
its authority 
and power 
to put itself 
centre 
stage in the 
anti-war 
movement

photo: mark best
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We need an anti-war, working-class, 
socialist alternative to Tories and Labour

Join the fightback

 ● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join or call 020 8988 8777 or text your name and 
postcode to 07761 818 206 to find out more about joining us today!

JOIN THE 
SOCIALISTS

IsaI MarIjerla
SocialiSt Party ExEcutivE committEE

“I 
know that you are taking 
every precaution to avoid 
harming civilians”, prime 
minister Rishi Sunak told 
his Israeli counterpart 

during his visit to Israel on in mid-
October. Thousands of Palestinian 
civilians have died since.

Home Secretary Suella Braver-
man has gone as far as calling the 
hundred thousands-strong protests 
“hate marches”. Sunak has called the 
planned demo on the 11 November 
as “provocative and disrespectful” 
because it coincides with Armistice 
Day, commemorating the end of the 
First World War.

No surprise
Even as more and more is coming out 
about the horrors unfolding in Gaza, 
including the fact that more children 
have been killed in Gaza than in any 
global conflict during the whole of 
2022, the Tories are refusing to call 
for a ceasefire at the very least, let 
alone to stop the war or to fight for 
the rights of the Palestinians. The To-
ries’ lack of action and inhumane na-
ture comes as no surprise to anyone.

But the protesters’ anger is also 
directed at Labour leader Sir Keir 
Starmer. Having said at the start of 
the conflict that Israel has the right 
to cut off power and water to Gaza, 
as long as it acts “within the law”, he 
refuses to back calls for a ceasefire.

The growing mass anti-war move-
ment is piling pressure on Labour 
politicians. Four in ten Labour 
councillors are ‘dissatisfied’ with 
Starmer’s Israel-Palestine stance, ac-
cording to one poll. 65 MPs, includ-
ing 15 frontbenchers, have defied 
Starmer and called for a ceasefire. 
330 Labour councillors have signed a 
letter to Starmer to back one. Dozens 
of councillors have resigned from the 
party and the Labour leader of Burn-
ley has called for Starmer himself to 
go.

But Starmer’s reaction is consist-
ent with his policies and attitude to 
protesters. He has refused to back 
workers on strike, condemned MPs 
for attending picket lines and didn’t 
support nurses fighting for a pay rise. 
He has been determined to prove to 
the capitalists that he is a safe pair of 
hands for them and their profits. It 

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC), the electoral coa-
lition in which the Socialist Party 
stands as part of in elections, has 
sent an invite to over twenty cam-
paigning organisations inviting them 
to co-host a ‘convention to organise 

a working class challenge at the gen-
eral election’.

“The aim is not for another debate 
on whether an election challenge is a 
good idea or not, but to get down to 
practical organisation.  The time for 
decisions is coming.”

The invitation from the TUSC all-
Britain steering committee includes 
proposals for an agenda. The letter 
can be found on the TUSC website: 
tusc.org.uk or directly: tinyurl.com/
p29sys49

 ● tusc.org.uk

TUSC calls for convention to organise general election challenge

is clear that Labour in power under 
Starmer will be another version of 
Tony Blair’s ‘New Labour’. 

Another nail in the coffin for the 
lack of credibility for Starmer is that 
Blair, well known as a ‘war criminal’, 
has given him his blessing.

jeremy Corbyn
He has also been targeting the left 
within the Labour Party. In April this 
year, Starmer moved a motion, which 
passed at Labour’s National Execu-
tive Committee to prevent Jeremy 
Corbyn from being a Labour candi-
date at the general election, with no 
right of appeal. He suspended Diane 
Abbott and blocked several left-wing 
candidates from standing for the 
party. 

Starmer has ruthlessly attempted 
to root out anyone who could be sus-
ceptible to mass pressure in prepara-
tion for being in government. 

Further mass protests against the 
war are needed, and the trade un-
ions representing 7 million workers 
should give a lead in them. The anti-
war movement also needs to develop 
an organised political expression.

The Socialist Party is campaigning 

for a workers’ list of anti-war, anti-
cuts candidates for the next general 
election, backed by the trade unions. 
It could include Corbyn, others 
barred from standing for Labour, and 
those who have resigned in protest; 
trade unionists from the strike wave 
and anti-war campaigners too.

Even just the first steps towards 
developing such a stand will turn up 
the pressure gauge now, more if even 
just a few trade union leaders throw 
their weight behind it too. 

Mass protests
Mass popular opinion, expressed by 
the mass anti-war protests, acts as a 
weight on British capitalism and its 
institutions – including on its foreign 
policy. The workers’ movement tak-
ing steps to build a mass political 
alternative to war and capitalist cri-
sis would multiply that weight, and 
most importantly would be starting 
to build a force that can challenge 
and remove capitalism.

A crucial task for socialists in the 
anti-war movement is to fight for 
those steps to be taken, towards the 
development of a new mass workers’ 
party with a socialist programme.

SOCIALISM TODAY
Monthly magazine of the Socialist Party 
November issue includes...

 ● Is a Palestinian state possible?
 ● Chinese diplomacy - beyond the Belt and Road
 ● War in Ukraine - nationalism and conflict

socialismtoday.org/subscribe  /  020 8988 8777
 ● Paper subscription £3 a month, e-subscription £2.50

 ● Listen and subscribe on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify, Soundcloud and 
all major podcast platforms

 ● socialistparty.org.uk/Podcasts 
 ● pod.link/1438845215/

Behind the 
headlines, how can 
the Israel-Palestine 
conflict be solved?

World Economic Forum/PiPPa FoWlEs/numbEr 10 doWning strEEt/cc
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●London – people 
want alternative to 
horror

O
nce again, huge numbers 
demonstrated. This time, 
many arrived after taking 
part in local protests.

The hypocrisy of the To-
ries and Keir Starmer’s Labour is 
fuelling the anger already existing. 
People chanting: “Rishi Sunak and 
Keir Starmer shame on you”. The re-
cent protests have seen more people 
looking for ideas to stop the war. 

Socialist Party members have been 
boldly taking part in these demon-
strations. We are the only organisa-
tion raising the need to build a mass 
political voice for the working class 
here in Britain, and raising workers’ 
unity and socialist intifada to end na-
tional conflict and oppression. 

Our gazebos were once again 
swamped with people looking for a 
socialist alternative. Several young 
people, who we met on a previous 
demo, helped us give out leaflets, sell 
our placards, and raise socialist ide-
as. One young woman approached 
our stall, said she was a socialist and 
offered to help there and then, asking 
how she could join too.

Even though the demo on Saturday 
4 November wasn’t as big as previous 
ones, as people attended local pro-
tests, loads of new people have shown 
interest in joining. Another 100 people 
filled in ‘join the Socialist Party’ cards.

As the war drags on, there will be 
more searching for a socialist alter-
native to this horror. We’ll be out 
again on Saturday 11 November to 
raise such an alternative.
Berkay kartav

●Keighley – crowd 
chants over speech by 
Labour politician
Ahead of the demonstration of 1,000 
people, local Tory MP Robbie Moore 
had attacked the organisers for hold-
ing the rally, much like the Tory 
government has done with demon-
strations nationally.

There was huge anger at both the 
Tory government and the Labour 
Party leadership under Keir Starmer. 
Sections of the crowd chanted over 
the speech of the former Keighley La-
bour MP John Grogan. A number of 
people told us that they couldn’t vote 
for Labour anymore, given Starmer’s 
position.

I spoke at the rally on behalf of the 
Socialist Party. I pointed out how talk 
of ‘humanitarian pauses’ and ‘aid 
for Gaza’ from the likes of Sunak and 
Starmer only took place because of 
the hundreds of thousands who have 
protested across the UK.

I pointed out that war and crisis 
are synonymous with capitalism, 
and spoke of the desperate need for a 
political alternative that stands with 
the interests of working-class peo-
ple in relation to ending the siege of 
Gaza, as well as supporting the fight 
for decent pay, housing and jobs.

At various stages our Socialist 
Party campaign stall was surround-
ed by those signing our petitions, 
taking leaflets and buying copies 
of the Socialist. When one person 
asked: “So what do we need to do 
to solve this crisis?” Another person 
chipped in: “Get rid of capitalism, 
that’s what”.
IaIn DaltOn

●Bristol – school 
student strike
On Friday 3 November, in central 
Bristol, there was a protest billed as a 
school student strike against the war 
on Gaza. 200 students and parents 
gathered outside city hall to protest.

Students made speeches, students 
of many ages got up to voice anger 
and horror, and chant. Then an im-
promptu protest march wound its 
way up the incline to the doors of 
city hall to deliver a petition to local 
politicians.

On Saturday 4 November, over 
7,000 people once again marched. 
Bristol Trades Union Council led the 
union bloc, with banners from the 
National Education Union (NEU), 
public sector union Unison, and civil 
service union PCS.
rOger thOmas

●London – Liverpool 
Street station 
occupied
Hundreds of mainly young people 
had a sit-down protest at London’s 
busy Liverpool Street station on 31 
October. Among the protesters were 
groups of Jews who opposed the Is-
raeli state’s brutal offensive.

It had been called and mobilised 
for through social media. Home-
bound commuters stopped to listen, 
and some showed support.

I was able to sell our Socialist pa-
per, due to its front page – ‘Stop the 
war on Gaza: No trust in capitalist 
leaders’. I always carry copies of the 
Socialist paper with me, because 
spontaneous events like this could 
happen at any time. Sit-down pro-
tests at stations have taken place 
across London and beyond.
kevIn ParslOw

●Swindon – 
enormous energy 
brought home
The crowd was larger than the last 
time. Many attendees had been to 
the huge demonstration in London 
the previous Saturday, and planned 
to march in London again on 11 No-
vember. They had carried that enor-
mous energy home with them to 
Swindon. 

I got the chance to speak at the 
Swindon protest. I talked about how 
capitalism has completely failed to 
provide a solution to the conflict, or 
a decent life for the Palestinian or Is-
raeli working classes.

End the war and siege – the movement is growing

I raised the need to fight for a work-
ers’ party in Britain, with a social-
ist and internationalist programme. 
And I called on the demonstrators 
to consider whether they might be 
workers’ candidates themselves at 
the next general and local elections, 
with the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC).

Our message got a good response. 
We completely sold out of the latest 
issue of the Socialist. 

When we ran out of papers, peo-
ple were still willing to buy the few 
unsold copies we had from previous 
weeks. Demonstrators also gave ex-
tremely generously to the Socialist 
Party’s fighting fund. At times, peo-
ple were putting money into our col-
lecting tins faster than we could keep 
track, raising £160.
scOtt hunter

●Birmingham – even 
more protest meeting 
ban
Birmingham City Council disgrace-
fully cancelled a room in the Coun-
cil House booked by the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign to discuss the 
situation in Gaza. Although no offi-
cial reason was given, it is obviously 
due to the Labour council’s slavish 
support for the murderous actions of 
Israeli forces.

The meeting was changed to a pro-
test outside. The protest was likely 
bigger than the original meeting 
would have been.

I spoke at the protest and made 
the case for a workers’ list of candi-
dates at the next general election, 
because neither the Palestinians 
nor workers here in Britain have 
anyone to stand up for them in 
parliament.
clIve walDer

●Leicester – 
spontaneous
The anger over Gaza, especially 
among the Muslim population in 
Leicester, has been reflected in nu-
merous protests. Often they are 
called with no apparent organiser, 
and a semi-spontaneous character.

The two called via social media 
posts on 28 October had differ-
ent starting points, and began cha-
otically. But eventually one group 
marched to the other into a mass of 
1,000 people.

The chanting kept up constantly. 
And the Socialist Party campaign 
stall was mobbed for leaflets, plac-
ards and Socialist papers.

It was very common for us to get 
into discussions about the failure of 
Labour leader Keir Starmer to sup-
port the people of Gaza, and that 
a new workers’ party is needed. In 
Loughborough, we were greeted 
with the question: “Do you intend to 
stand in the next elections?”

Police arrested a young lad for set-
ting off a flare at the bonfire night 5 
November protest. Five police cars 
and one van arrived.

The crowd was supportive of the 
lad, but not aggressive. So the police 
had to let him go.
steve scOre anD heather rawlIng

●Waltham Forest, 
east London – right to 
protest
400 in Walthamstow Town Square. 
Socialist Party member Linda Taaffe 
managed to get in to speak.

She called for united working-class 
struggle, and a socialist intifada. She 
got cheers and applause for calling 

for a new mass workers’ party in 
Britain.

She was also interviewed briefly 
on Sky News talking about the moves 
against the right to protest by Tory 
home secretary Suella Braverman.
James Ivens

●Trade unions 
– Another branch 
passes Gaza solidarity 
motion
kIm henDry
GMB@PCS ShoP reP, writinG in PerSonal 
CaPaCity

GMB branch council (reps com-
mittee) passed a motion based on 
a model motion from the Social-
ist Party (see ‘Mass united workers’ 
struggle to stop the war on Gaza’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk).

The motion called on GMB union’s 
central executive committee to mo-
bilise for future mass protests in the 
UK opposing the war on Gaza. The 
trade unions have an essential role to 
play in building solidarity with Gaza.

 ● Read about how other union 
branches have passed the motion 
– ‘Winning opposition to Gaza 
siege in workers’ movement’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk

One of the london protests  isai marijerla
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Daniel Forrest
Teesside socialisT ParTy

A cold and wet Thursday morning 
didn’t stop Unite the Union coming 
out in Middlesborough town centre 
to campaign to save what’s left of the 
steel industry in this country. Middles-
borough and Teesside in general were 
built on iron and steel works as well as 
other heavy industries, which gives the 
campaign a special significance in the 
area. Scores of local people signed the 
petition and hundreds took leaflets, all 
within the space of an hour. 

This campaign is ongoing with 
Unite across Teesside, also hitting 
Redcar and Stockton. Unite’s call for 
public investment and no job losses 
in our steel industry is a good start, 
but as socialists we must expand 
upon this and convince people of the 
need for a fully publicly owned steel 
industry under workers’ control, as 
part of a democratic national plan to 
rebuild our industries and provide 
full employment.

alec thraves
swansea socialisT ParTy and Trades council 
Vice-PresidenT.

Tata Steel in Port Talbot continues 
to act like a sadistic animal, playing 
with its prey before striking a killer 
blow!

After meeting with steel unions to 
lay out their future plans for the Port 
Talbot plant on Wednesday 1 No-
vember, Tata cancelled its planned 
press conference and said it would 
not be releasing a statement on its 
plans after all.

Steel workers and residents re-
main on the edge of an economic 
and social precipice yet again!

Undoubtedly, this delay was a 
response to the furious reaction of 
union leaders. Tata representatives 
had previously announced the clo-
sure of the two blast furnaces, end-
ing ‘primary steel making’ with up 
to 3,000 job losses in the ‘heavy end.’ 
Its replacement with an electric arc 
furnace, becoming essentially a big 
scrap metal operation, would em-
ploy a few hundred workers, if there’s 
enough scrap metal in the UK to melt 
down!

Tata executives have unbeliev-
ably already acknowledged that steel 
would need to be imported when 
their plans are implemented, to con-
tinue to supply their customers.

Unions believe Tata wants the clo-
sure of the furnaces by March 2024!

There should be no illusions now 
that Tata Steel, or any other pri-
vate corporation, would be willing 
to finance the billions of pounds of 
investment necessary to retain the 
blast furnaces, decarbonised with 
new technology to save the envi-
ronment, and to save all the jobs 

in the steelworks and surrounding 
communities.

Sharon Graham, the fighting Gen-
eral Secretary of Unite, is correct 
when she says:  “Tata’s sole purpose 
is serving its shareholders, not UK 
steel communities”.

She adds that “Only by the govern-
ment taking a stake in the company 
will the right choices be made for the 
UK’s economy”.

But why take just a ‘stake’ in Tata 
steel?

If steel production is of such na-
tional and strategic importance to 
the UK economy, along with the 
thousands of jobs reliant on it, then 
the steel unions should be demand-
ing that a future Labour government 
guarantees the full nationalisation of 
steel, under democratic workers’ con-
trol and management, with compen-
sation paid only on the basis of need!

That essential demand had the 
support of many steelworkers on the 
Unite day of action in Port Talbot, 
fully supported by Swansea Trades 
Council and local Socialist Party 
members.

Alan Davies, a senior official of 
the Community Union, reflected the 
mood of the steel workers and the 
wider community when he warned 
Tata that if heavy job cuts are de-
manded: “We will just go to war with 
them!”

The Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
has called a special Congress for 9 
December to respond to the undem-
ocratic, anti-union, Strikes (Mini-
mum Service Levels) Act. Supposedly 
to prevent Christmas disruption, the 
Tory government has announced fur-
ther details of planned attacks, which 
would mean employers can issue a 
‘work notice’ instructing trade un-
ions and their members to organise 
and carry out strike-breaking work.

Rob Williams, NSSN Chair, said: 
“We believe that the TUC must now 
enact its motion agreed at its Con-
gress in September, that stated ‘Con-
gress pledges 100% solidarity with any 
trade unions attacked under these 
MSL laws’ and included to ‘support 
demonstrations and hold a national 
march opposing the legislation and 
calling for repeal of the anti-union 
laws’. The Special Congress must ex-
plore options for non-compliance 
and resistance. This must be imple-
mented now.”

 ● Read more ‘TUC agrees to call a 
national demo and special congress 
against anti-trade union laws’  at 
socialistparty.org.uk

West MiDlanDs rMt MeMber

The government's decision to ditch 
its plans to close nearly a thousand 
railway ticket offices was a fantastic 
victory for the rail unions RMT and 
Aslef, and all those who campaigned 
to keep these vital public facilities 
open.

The government didn't want the 
consultation to happen and tried to 
hurry it along over an initial period 
of just three weeks. After an outcry, 
the consultation was extended and 
eventually 750,000 responses were 
received by the transport watchdogs. 
99% of respondents opposed the 
closures.

It is regrettable that our sister un-
ion TSSA accepted the initial propos-
als to change ticket office provision 
when they settled with the Train Op-
erating Company (TOC) bosses back 
in February, which obviously em-
boldened the government to press 
ahead with its plans. 

Fight to win
This U-turn is a significant victory 
and should give rail union mem-
bers confidence that the Tories can 
be defeated. We cannot take our eye 
off our main objectives, which are 
to win a pay rise which counterbal-
ances the sharp cost-of-living in-
crease we have been subjected to, 
and to protect hard-won pay and 
conditions. RMT members at every 

Ticket offices victory: 
It's rail workers 1, rail bosses nil!

Tories 
threaten 
anti-strike 
attacks

Come and discuss at

tickets and info at socialism.org.uk
London, 25-26 November 

how can the 
anti-union 
minimum 
services 
legislation 
be defeated?

NSSN bulletin: shopstewards.net

Get all the latest union news
nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork

TOC have recently returned another 
solid ‘yes’ vote to continue the fight, 
and this new mandate must now be 
used to launch a renewed campaign 
in every region and workplace.

The looming general election 
means we must boldly put our de-
mands for renationalisation. 

Tata steel: 
Nationalisation not devastation

Middlesborough 
supports our steel

As the Socialist goes to press, the 
importance of this campaign has 
been driven home. British Steel, 
owned by the Chinese Jingye 
Group company, has announced 
plans to close down its blast fur-
naces in Scunthorpe, putting up 
to 2,000 jobs at risk.Port Talbot steelworks  

Photo: Chris shaw/CC

RMT members on strike at 
Birmingham New Street station  
Photo: Birmingham soCialist Party
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Sheila Caffrey for NEU president
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A PCS member

b
allot papers in the election for 
general secretary and assis-
tant general secretary (AGS) 
in the Public and Commercial 
Services union (PCS) went 

out on 9 November. Socialist Party 
member and chair of the PCS Broad 
Left Network (BLN) Marion Lloyd is 
standing for general secretary and 
has the backing of 80 branch nomina-
tions. Her running mate is John Molo-
ney of the Independent Left group in 
PCS and the incumbent AGS, who has 
87 branch nominations. 

Union activists and socialists have 
been campaigning among PCS’s 
190,000 members, promoting a fight-
ing programme and encouraging a 
vote for Marion and John. Leafleting 
has taken place at workplaces across 
the country, with BLN supporters ei-
ther desk-dropping election material 
or otherwise leafleting from outside 
workplaces. The reports received so 
far have been of friendly and positive 
responses from union members.

Their opponents, Fran Heathcote, 
who is the current national president, 
and Paul O’Connor, who is currently 

PCS members are campaigning for change
an unelected full-time officer, are part 
of the Left Unity group in PCS. In a 
sign of their uneasiness, both can-
didates have refused to take part in 
some hustings organised by branch-
es, regional committees or town/city 
committees. Instead, they have been 
using the union machine to promote 
themselves. Personal attacks on Mar-
ion and John have also started in a 
coordinated fashion on social media. 

However, union members will care 
little for this style of campaigning, 
and will be demanding to know what 
each candidate will do for their falling 
rates of pay, threats to their jobs and 
redundancy rights, and poor working 
conditions. 

A key theme in these elections is the 
state of the union’s national campaign 
on pay, jobs and pensions. Marion is 
standing on a platform of rebuilding 
the union’s national campaign and 
to develop an industrial plan to win, 
including national strike action, sup-
ported by targeted, selective action, 
and action short of strike. 

Maximising turnout in the elections 
will be crucial and anyone who wants 
to support Marion and John’s cam-
paign should visit bln.org.uk.

SeAn mCCAuley
Worcestershire NeU district secretary, 
persoNal capacity 

Nominations for the two National Ed-
ucation Union (NEU) vice-president 
positions opened on 1 November, 
with voting to begin in January. 

These vice-presidents will go on to 
become the national NEU presidents 
in 2025 and 2026 and are part of the 
national leadership of the union for 
three-four years in all. Their role is 
crucial in influencing the outlook of 
the leadership. A vice-president is 
seen as one of the principal spokes-
persons of the union.

Therefore we need a proven fighter, 
with a track record of taking a bold 
stance on issues such as pay, funding 
and workload, elected into the role. 
Socialist Party member Sheila Caf-
frey, Bristol NEU and sitting National 
Executive (NEC) member, is seeking 
nominations from local districts. 

Even with the nomination window 
having been open only a few days, as 
we go to press, Sheila already has the 
nomination of Vale of Glamorgan and 
Leicester districts. 

From the very start of her time on 
the NEC in 2021, Sheila has taken a 
consistent position on the need for 
national action on pay and workload. 
At that stage, the prevailing mood 
within the leadership of the union, in-
cluding the ‘NEU Left’ grouping, was 
that it was not possible to win a bal-
lot for national action, but to instead 
fight school by school. The magnifi-
cent national action taken this year 
has shown what’s possible.

A fight in individual workplaces 
where, for example, workload is ex-
cessive is a vital part of the union’s 

campaigning, and some gains will be 
made, but it risks only touching the 
surface. Sheila champions the need 
for the union to lead a national fight 
for a new National Contract that sets 
an overall limit on the hours teach-
ers work. That must include fair pay 
for support staff, and ensure em-
ployers don’t force support staff to 
exceed their hours and responsibili-
ties. It should include supply staff, 
reintroducing local authority sup-
ply pools that pay the going rate and 
contribute to pension schemes. And 
it would need to be a real National 
Contract that all employers, including 
academies and multi-academy trusts 
(MATs), must abide by. All of this can 
only be won through a national fight, 
which will mean national action at 
some point.

Fight cuts
On funding, Sheila was to the fore-
front of exposing that the Tories’ 
“technical error”, which has resulted 
in a cut of £370 million to school 
budgets in April 2024, will mean cuts 
will be made. Even without this cut, 
3.5% of the 6.5% teacher pay award 
was already unfunded. That’s why So-
cialist Party members recommended 
rejection of the 6.5% offer in June and 
July this year, urging that we could 
have secured a higher figure and bet-
ter funding. 

At the September NEC, Sheila and 
other Socialist Party members ar-
gued that the union should use our 
live ballot mandate, re-won in July, 
in order to fight the cuts, and if there 
was a legal challenge to that from the 
Department for Education, to reballot 
on funding. Sadly, the executive and 
general secretary, Daniel Kebede, 

said no, and kicked the can down the 
road to the December NEC.

Sheila is the kind of fighter we will 
need at the top of the union under a 
Starmer-led government. Remember 
that Labour shadow chancellor Ra-
chel Reeves went on record in June 
saying that she would not accede to 
the ‘independent’ review body’s 6.5% 
recommendation. Starmer has made 
it clear he will be a safe pair of hands 
for big business, which means he will 
keep a tight hold on the government 
purse strings. 

Unlike Tony Blair in 1997, he will 
not inherit a growing economy but 
one in crisis. Let’s not forget too that 
it was Blair who ratcheted up pri-
vate finance in schools, which has 
burdened many with unsustainable 
debts; it was Blair’s New Labour that 
pushed widespread academisation. 

Starmer
Already there have been indications 
that some at the top of the union are 
unlikely to support national action 
this academic year, even if the To-
ries submit an insulting offer for next 
year’s pay. What’s more, there have 
also been some indications that in the 
build up to the general election and 
for some time after a likely Starmer 
victory, the main leadership bloc in 
the union will not want to ‘rock the 
boat’. That could leave us without any 
attempts being made in 2024 and even 
2025 to secure a deal which seeks to 
redress the 16% shortfall in teacher 
pay since 2010, or a bold national lead 
on workload. Our view, and the view 
of the majority of union activists and 
members, is that we will need to con-
tinue to fight under a Starmer govern-
ment on pay, workload and funding.

Education funding cuts should 
be resisted. What’s more, all cuts to 
councils can be resisted, if only the 
political will were there from our 
elected representatives. Setting budg-
ets that make no cuts but meet needs 
instead, using reserves and borrowing 
– and using council powers to license 
school deficits - can offset cuts in the 
short term and allow time for cam-
paigns to be built. We should demand 
that a Starmer-led government restore 
funding levels across the board. 

Arguing for this as a union is cru-
cial, but how different would it be if 
there were actually candidates and 
elected representatives in Parliament 
and local councils that back trade 

union policies. That’s why we need a 
new political party for trade union-
ists and young people, a new workers’ 
party.

Vote Marion Lloyd for PCS general secretary and John Moloney for AGS

Come and discuss at

tickets and info at socialism.org.uk
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marion is speaking at 
the saturday rally of

PCS members in the union’s 
BEIS group, working for private 
company ISS, are on a 36-day 
strike. Marion is President of 
PCS BEIS group   Rob williams

Sheila (right) on the picket 
line as part of the NEU 
national pay and funding 
strike  bRistol socialist paRty

Public sector union Unison’s October 
National Executive Council (NEC) 
meeting took place as the Israeli 
state’s bombardment of Gaza was 
escalating. The NEC has a small left 
majority, including the ‘Time for Real 
Change’ group, which is the biggest 
grouping on the NEC. But the Unison 
general secretary, Christina McAnea, 
comes from the previous right-wing 
dominated leadership. 

Unison was urged to strongly con-
demn the Israeli state’s bombing of 
Gaza by Israel and fully support a 
ceasefire, and to make it clear that 
Unison’s position was in direct con-
trast to the Tories’ and Keir Starmer’s 
position of supporting Israel’s attacks. 
Starmer was sharply criticised for 
banning Labour MPs and councillors 
from attending Gaza demonstrations, 
much like he banned Labour cabinet 
members from attending picket lines. 

Left NEC members argued that 
Unison must encourage members 
to attend the Gaza protests with vis-
ible branch banners. The discussion 
reflected the pressure of the mem-
bers on the general secretary, who is 
a supporter of Keir Starmer’s Labour 
leadership, and means that Unison 
has now adopted the position of call-
ing for a ceasefire.

The pay strike wave continues, 
with ongoing strikes in schools and 
early years in Scotland, Higher Edu-
cation and the Environment Agency. 
In Scotland, there had been an im-
proved offer on pay, but in a consulta-
tion, this was met with a 97% rejection 
on a 57% turnout because of the very 
vague offer. 

There has been a myriad of strike ac-
tion in schools and other workplaces. 

A message of support was agreed for 
Ashfield Academy, a special educa-
tional needs school in Leicester. The 
Camden parking wardens strike was 
highlighted for successfully achieving 
a significant pay rise following all-out 
strike action. They achieved £15.90 
per hour, leading to some members 
receiving up to £5,000 with back pay. 

There was some discussion of this 
year’s national pay campaign in lo-
cal government, but as at that stage 
the GMB ballot result was still to be 
announced, the NEC will review the 
2023 pay campaign and begin pre-
paring for 2024 at its December NEC. 
The 2023 pay campaign has now 
ended, after GMB had “not secured 
enough mandates to pursue effective 
industrial action”. 

Unison agreed to launch a cam-
paign on equal pay following the cri-
sis in Birmingham, with the Labour 
council issuing a Section 114 notice 
and Tory commissioners coming in to 
run the council.   

The national Unison leadership was 
criticised by NEC members for not 
leading the equal pay campaign and 
consequently losing school members 
to GMB, which was seen to fight on 
the issue. It was reported that mem-
bers in Birmingham were fearful of 
mass job cuts and privatisation, and 
are discussing an industrial action 
strategy. Under the general secre-
tary’s report, Socialist Party member 
April Ashley proposed a message of 
support, but that was declined by 
the general secretary, on the basis 
that there were many other branches 
also fighting back against cuts and 
redundancies!

Socialist Party members argue that 

Birmingham council should have set 
a no-cuts needs budget and mounted 
a campaign to win the funding neces-
sary from the government, instead of 
caving in to Tory demands for cuts. 
This is the position agreed by the 
National Education Union branch in 
Birmingham, but unfortunately is not 
demanded by Birmingham Unison. 

Funding cuts to local government 
amount to £3.5 billion and the union 
has rightly called on the Tories to fully 
fund local government. But, in reply 
to a question by April, the general sec-
retary said that Unison will not write 
to Labour to demand it funds local 
government, on the basis that Labour 
is not detailing its funding commit-
ments now to avoid attack by the Tory 
press. She did say, however, that Uni-
son will “hold Labour to its commit-
ments,” including on workers’ rights. 

But in his insistence on ‘fiscal re-
sponsibility’, Keir Starmer has made 
it quite clear that he will not deliver 
on workers’ demands for full fund-
ing, inflation-proof pay rises, an end 
to privatisation in the NHS etc. That is 
something the right-wing general sec-
retary wants to cover over, in order to 
not rock the boat. The left NEC should 
stand up to that approach. It is essen-
tial we have a leadership of Unison 
that is prepared to put demands on 
Starmer in the interests of its mem-
bers and that is prepared to fight no 
matter who is in power. 

The NEC called for the minimum 
service level legislation to be a high 
priority campaign for Unison. Uni-
son should call on the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) to act urgently on the 
decisions made at Congress in Sep-
tember (see page 7). 

Unison: the left-led NEC must stand up to the general secretary 

Domestics, catering staff, porters and 
other ‘soft services’ workers, members 
of Unite, have begun 12 days of strike 
action in Barts NHS Trust, across five 
east London hospitals. This follows 
over a week of action in September 
and three days in October. 

Over 1,000 workers are fighting over 
the national NHS pay award, but also 
over specific issues. These workers 
won a historic victory in 2022 when 
they were brought back in to the NHS 
from private company Serco, as a re-
sult of bold strike action. However, 
due to the staggered way in which 
Barts Trust decided to bring the work-
ers over, some of them received a 
£1,655 lump sum paid to NHS staff, 
and others didn’t. So, among other 
demands, the strike is to call for the 
lump sum to be paid to all.  

The Tory government has just been 
forced through legal action to pay the 
one-off lump sum to health workers 
who missed out because they worked 
for non-NHS organisations. Workers 
such as community nurses and physi-
otherapists will now get the bonus. 

This still doesn’t apply to Barts 
workers, as until they were brought 
back in-house their wages were not 
pegged to NHS rates. But this legal 
victory should nonetheless be a boost 
to Barts workers, as it shows the Tories 
can be pushed back. 

Barts health workers’ strike escalates: ‘We’ll keep on until they pay’

unite reP At WhiPPS CroSS hoSPitAl in 
leytonStone, mAriA tAlAiA, SPoke to the 
SoCiAliSt on the PiCket line
 
We decided to take 12 days of strike 
action, because when we came 
out in September, they promised 
us they would talk but they didn’t 
come to us till now. We are striking 
for the lump sum, we are striking for 
dignity and respect. 

When we transferred over, they 
put catering and domestics through 
in May. They put porters through 
first. So they paid porters the lump 
sum, but they didn’t pay us. And 
that’s totally unfair. They’ve also 
capped overtime to no more than 
ten hours.

But we are standing together. We 
are the ones who do the job. We are 
the ones on the front line. But the 
bosses don’t appreciate us. That’s 
why we decided to strike again. 

More people are involved in the 
strike, more people have joined 
Unite. And if they don’t pay we’ll 
come again, and we’ll come again, 
until they pay. 

Unison members in universities on strike in 2022  ian pattison

Rallying at the Royal London hospital in Whitechapel   james ivens
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BUILDING MARXISM IN 
THE TRADE UNIONS 
AND WORKPLACES

Gareth Bromhall  
SwanSea and weSt waleS SocialiSt Party, 
SwanSea tradeS council, and GMB reP 

Workers at Flogas, a bottled gas sup-
plier, in Llandarcy near Swansea 
embarked on five days of strike ac-
tion from 30 October. Anger over 
pay, redundancies and management 
refusing to negotiate has resulted in 
around 20 GMB union members at 
the site walking out. 

Members of the Socialist Party 
involved in Swansea Trades Coun-
cil attended the picket line to bring 
solidarity and support, where we re-
ceived a warm reception, despite the 
extreme weather from Storm Ciarán. 

Workers are demanding a pay rise 

after two years of unprecedented in-
flation, and for equal pay with their 
colleagues in England who, despite 
doing the same work, are paid £4 to 
£5 per hour more. 

They described the flagrant union-
busting techniques that the company 
has employed, including recently an-
nounced redundancies and a refusal 
to budge on their initial pay offer. 

The workers, some of whom have 
been employed for decades, spoke 
fondly of working for British Gas in 
the past, in a nationalised industry, 
and laid out the drive to the bottom 
of pay and conditions since the pri-
vatisation of utilities like domestic 
gas. 

It’s clear that utilities and the 

associated infrastructure need to be 
renationalised, under democratic 
workers’ control and management, 
as part of a wider planned economy, 
to meet the needs of society, and to 
provide decent, secure and safe work 
for those employed in the industry. 

Get all the latest  
union news

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork

Cardiff bin workers’ strike 
enters ninth week

Llandarcy gas workers strike for pay rise

John Williams
cardiff eaSt SocialiSt Party

Cardiff Council workers are in their 
ninth week on strike, after council 
bosses still refuse to offer an adequate 
pay rise that responds to the sharp 
rise in the cost of living. Many work-
ers in Welsh local authorities get a 
wage that is barely above the national 
minimum. It’s appalling that, on av-
erage, Cardiff Council workers have 
lost more than 20% of their pay in real 
terms in the past 13 years. 

As well as that, Unite the Union 
and its general secretary Sharon 
Graham have called for an immedi-
ate “investigation into potential ille-
gal use of agency workers designed 
to break Cardiff strike”. The use of 

agency labour to cover work that 
would normally be undertaken by 
workers currently on strike can result 
in huge fines and punishments for 
the employer. Cardiff council strikers 
are livid, and organised a demon-
stration outside the offices of Acorn 
Recruitment, calling on it to immedi-
ately address their concerns.

A rep, who we now know very well, 
took a selfie and snatched the pa-
per off me to make sure he was seen 
holding the paper in the photo! He al-
ways pays solidarity price and always 
asks if the dispute is in the paper. We 
were talking about the possibilities of 
the next general election, and when 
I told him we’re thinking of stand-
ing candidates in the general elec-
tion and the next council elections, 

he said: “I think we might have to”. 
The desire for a political alternative is 
clear to see on the pickets. One work-
er said to me that a few years ago, he 
was told that if they went on strike, 
they wouldn’t be able to attend pre-
planned hospital appointments. 

They’re thrilled that my Unite un-
ion branch pledged £1,000 to the 
dispute too. We’ve also organised a 
public Cardiff Socialist Party meeting 
on the 9 November to build support 
for the workers here. I went down 
with a bunch of leaflets to adver-
tise it, and one rep took them from 
my hand and said: “Come with me, 
I’ll give them out for you”. Everyone 
was pleased that we’ve organised the 
meeting and many of them are plan-
ning on coming to it.

Go North East bus drivers 
continue pay dispute

Rail Gourmet  
workers’ win
Excellent result for RMT members 
working for Rail Gourmet who have 
won a 21% pay increase!

Academy strike  
forces offer
Unison members, support staff at 
Ashfield Academy in Leicester, are to 
ballot on a new offer from manage-
ment after 43 days of determined 
strike action over a six-month pe-
riod. More to follow in next week’s 
Socialist.

Firefighters’ manifesto
Socialist Party members joined a 
thousand firefighters in the Fire 
Brigades’ Union (FBU) delivering 
a manifesto from the union to the 
government (above). The manifesto 
demands funding for the fire service, 
climate action, housing safety regu-
lations and more.

elaine Brunskill
northern SocialiSt Party

Bus drivers for Go North East are 
continuing their all-out strike for de-
cent pay and conditions.

Disingenuous bosses are argu-
ing that the pay deal that has been 
offered would make Go North East 
the highest-paid drivers in the re-
gion. One of the strikers responded 
to this, saying: “Aye, by a couple of 
pence!” Strikers also explained that 
the drivers being referred to were 
themselves about to enter pay nego-
tiations - so would be getting a pay 
rise soon.

Bosses are also stating that the pay 
offer is an inflation-busting offer, but 

strikers said this is not the case, and 
“the offer is below inflation”.

These drivers are determined to 
fight for a fair pay deal, and there is 
huge anger that they are paid up to 
20% less than their fellow workers 
(from the same parent company) in 
Manchester. They do the same job, so 
want the same pay.

Strikers were also angered as a bus 
leaving the depot was going too fast, 
and being driven aggressively to-
wards them - strikers said the driver 
was “trying to push them along with 
the bus.”

The strikers will not be intimidated 
by the antics being deployed by Go 
North East, and are determined to 
fight for a decent pay increase.

Flogas picket  PHOTO: SWANSEA SOCIALIST PARTY

PHOTO: CARdIff SOCIALIST PARTY

PHOTO: ROB WILLIAMS

Jane Loftus RIP

Jane, the national president of the 
Communication Workers’ Union 
(CWU), has passed away suddenly 
after a short illness. The Socialist 

Party sends our deepest condolences 
to Jane’s family, and we also send 
our solidarity to the CWU. Jane was 
a member of the union since 1982, a 
longstanding socialist, militant Royal 
Mail rep, and chaired the union’s 
postal executive. 

Gary Clark, CWU Scotland no.2 
branch secretary and Socialist Party 
Scotland member, said: “I was proud 
to take her around picket lines in my 
branch area and she spoke at a rally 
we organised with the RMT and Aslef 
in Edinburgh where she was in her 
usual fighting spirit, which gripped 
the hundreds there. Jane, I will re-
ally miss you but your fighting spirit 
will live on in the comrades you have 
inspired.”
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RichaRd GinGell
Black country SocialiSt Party

As a child, I often found myself capti-
vated by the BBC evening news, filled 
with images of important, suit-clad 
figures who appeared both official 
and competent. In those moments, 
I harboured a comforting belief 
that these individuals were the true 
adults entrusted with safeguarding 
our society from impending waves of 
destitution for my family and others.

Now I see it as more of a circus 
than a well-oiled machine. Clowns, 
figuratively speaking, seemed to be 
steering our nation through global 
turmoil, narrowly avoiding disasters 
by sheer luck. And when things did 
go wrong, it was ordinary working-
class people who paid the price.

The Covid inquiry has brought to 
light a series of issues within the John-
son government’s response to the 
pandemic. Important decisions were 

delayed, investment into the health 
service neglected for years, and a 
sense of ‘business as usual’ prevailed, 
even as the storm approached.

Profits over health
The Tory government’s stark prior-
itisation of profits over the wellbeing 
of the population led to thousands of 
unnecessary deaths. Instead of swift 
action to protect the public's health, 
the government put protecting the 
interests of their big-business back-
ers first.

The inquiry has heard tales of de-
cision makers, including prime min-
ister Boris Johnson, going on holiday 
and being unreachable as the virus 
started to spread. Undemocratic and 
bureaucratic hurdles to take neces-
sary action emerged and a ‘toxic’ and 
‘macho’ culture within the govern-
ment crippled its ability to act.

While senior officials began by 
‘laughing’ at other countries as they 
tried to get a handle on the situation, 
this callous disregard for life became 
the centrepiece of the UK govern-
ment’s response. Many marginalised 
and vulnerable groups were left to 
fend for themselves. It was workers 
themselves taking action for their 
safety that got workplaces closed, in-
cluding teachers at the start of 2021.

The pandemic brought the Tories’ 
callousness and hypocrisy to the fore 
for millions of working-class people, 
as they put the interests of the bosses 
and their profits before the lives of 
the majority. The same approach, 
telling us that we shouldn’t fight for 
pay rises during the cost-of-living 
crisis, is echoed by all the main par-
ties in Westminster. Working-class 
people need a mass party of our own.

Covid inquiry exposes 
Tories’ profit-driven failings

i think we are absolutely 
fucked . . . i think this 
country is heading for a 
disaster. i think we are 
going to kill thousands of 
people

Then deputy cabinet secretary, 
helen Macnamara, ten days 
before the first lockdown

SUBSCRIBE TO THE SOCIALIST
Visit socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe or call 020 8988 8777
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 ● Paper sub £4.50 a month, or £6.50 including Socialism Today
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nick auvache
camden and Haringey SocialiSt Party

Local councils going ‘bankrupt’ 
was once unthinkable but now in-
creasing numbers are saying, they 
will need to stop all non-essential 
spending. A recent report in the 
Guardian newspaper identified a 
number of local authorities at risk. 
A further report revealed that 99% 
of councils had missed the dead-
line for publishing their annual 
accounts. Late reporting normally 
indicates that there are outstanding 
financial concerns.

While this is alarming, it is not 
surprising. Councils have been 
starved of cash for years and many 
have reached breaking point. For 
many councils, on top of a decade of 
cuts, the massive rise in homeless-
ness caused by unaffordable rents 
and house prices has exacerbated 
the situation. Councils are currently 
spending 20-50% of their budgets in 
an attempt to deal with the issue.

Hastings council has seen the 

money it spends on providing tem-
porary accommodation rise from 
£750,000 to £5.6 million within five 
years, and Basildon has gone from 
£7,000 in 2017 to a staggering £2 mil-
lion last year! The number of people 
in need of temporary accommoda-
tion and the cost of housing have 
both increased. Crawley council has 
seen the number of people in tem-
porary accommodation double over 
the last two years, in Hastings it has 
triple, and in Havant it has increased 
ten times! 

no solutions
Clearly the situation is unsustain-
able but none of the establishment 
parties have any answer. The Social-
ist Party and the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition, which it is part of, 
have been virtually on their own in 
calling for rent control coupled with 
a mass council housing programme 
to build more homes to deal with the 
crisis. Now even some Tories have 
been forced to consider some kind of 
rent control.

But the Tories fail to address the 
main cause of the current crisis - a 
massive hike in evictions caused by a 
combination of low wages, a reduc-
tion in housing benefit and rocketing 
rents. 

Even if some limited rent con-
trol were to be adopted, it would be 
wholly insufficient to deal with the 
depths of this crisis, unless this was 
coupled with a huge expansion in 
building more safe, good quality, af-
fordable council housing. The refusal 
to do this is something that continues 
to unite Tory and Labour councils, 
which is why we need an alternative.

The only effective way to safeguard 
local authorities is to fight for a sys-
tem which no longer relies on solu-
tions involving the private sector. 
We need to fight for a mass council 
house building programme, the na-
tionalisation of the banks, construc-
tion companies and all those that 
dominate the capitalist economy. 
To achieve that we need a new mass 
workers’ party armed with a socialist 
programme.

Housing crisis hits council finances

Mass council house building programme needed

SaM MoRden
newcaStle SocialiSt Party

Though scientists have yet to study 
Storm Ciarán, which caused flood-
ing and damage across the south of 
England, many factors that cause 
storms to form and be maintained 
are known to be likely to be affected 
by climate change. Warmer air holds 
more moisture, which increases the 
likelihood of severe weather events 
like Ciarán, as there is more ‘fuel’ for 
storms to form and intensify, as well 
as resulting in heavier downpours 
when storms do occur.

Capitalism – even if it was in the 
capitalists’ interest to do so – is en-
tirely incapable of averting some of 
the worst effects of climate change. 
Even if greenhouse gas emissions 
were eliminated overnight, studies 
show that there is no way to avoid a 
temperature rise of 1.5°C given the 
lasting impact of greenhouse gases 
already emitted. And global emis-
sions are still growing.

Destruction of natural habitats 

and ecosystems exacerbate the situ-
ation by reducing the land’s ability to 
contain floodwaters. Increased sew-
age in our waterways, and the flood-
ing of landfills mean that floodwaters 
can contain dangerous pollution.

capitalism = climate catastrophe
The capitalist system is based on com-
petition between individual capitalist 
enterprises and between competing 
nation states, acting in the dominant 
interests of their own capitalist class-
es. This means cost-reduction and 
profits are prioritised at the cost of 
the environment, workers and com-
munities. The level of collaboration 
and planning needed to stop climate 
change is impossible on this basis.

Even in the places where there are 
significant environmental regula-
tions – for example, in some Scandi-
navian and European countries – this 
has only served to ‘export’ the pollu-
tion and emissions elsewhere as pri-
vate industry relocates to places with 
lower environmental and industrial 
standards. You cannot control what 

you do not own. As such, these coun-
tries inevitably increase their reliance 
on cheap, heavily polluting imports 
that are not recorded in national 
emissions data.

Proper climate action would in-
volve the nationalisation and demo-
cratic planning of the commanding 
heights of our economy, which 
would allow the transformation of 
the economy to provide a ‘green’ in-
dustrial base to provide for the plan-
et and the people. What we need is 
socialist change across the world, to 
put to bed the destructive capitalist 
system and make sure workers don’t 
pay the price for climate catastrophe.

Storm Ciarán exposes the effects of 
capitalist climate chaos

Come and discuss at

tickets and info at socialism.org.uk
London, 25-26 November 

Is there stIll tIme to 
stop catastrophIc 
clImate change?

Boris Johnson during the 
Covid pandemic  photo: pippa 
Fowles / No 10 DowNiNg street/CC

photo: rept0N1x/CC
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Socialism or 
barbarism in 
Teesside
 
Daniel
Teesside socialisT ParTy 

Today I call the Socialist Party my 
political home at a time when my 
physical home of Teesside desper-
ately needs the kind of change only 
the Socialist Party can offer. 

Teesside is an area riddled with 
poverty that has been in a period of 
managed decline since the 1980s. 
Local Tories will accuse anyone who 
points out this fact of ‘talking down 
Teesside’, in a bid to browbeat any-
one who speaks out into sanitising 
their criticism. 

Meanwhile, local Labour Party 
politicians will occasionally point 
out the symptoms of the problem 
(which 13 years of Blair’s Labour gov-
ernment did very little to alleviate), 
while failing to properly diagnose the 
root cause of those aforementioned 
problems. 

The root cause is capitalism. The 
system that makes a few rich on the 
back of our work, and has now cru-
elly taken many of those industries 
away in the name of outsourcing 
and globalisation of supply chains to 
further increase profits. All the while 
leaving areas like Teesside - with a 
proud industrial, working-class her-
itage - languishing with some of the 
highest rates of unemployment, pov-
erty and crime in the country. 

Only through working-class or-
ganisation can we change our course 
from that of cyclical crisis and con-
tinuing deprivation to one of hope 
of a better world. The Socialist Party 
offers that kind of hope. That is why I 
joined; we have a simple choice, so-
cialism or barbarism?

Living with the 
consequences 
of Tory rule
Saige
swindon socialisT ParTy

Living through the pandemic, when 
I had to self-isolate, I experienced 
NHS waiting times rise drastically. I 
was pushed to the bottom of so many 
lists waiting for life-saving care. 

The anger I hold over this definite-
ly pushed me to sign up and join the 
Socialist Party at a local campaign 
stall. Reading articles online and 
seeing my own views and emotions 
reflected provided hope that change 
was possible. 

Obviously, despite this, I look at 
house prices and the cost of uni, 
and things still seem bleak. I am 
queer, neurodivergent, disabled and 
transgender - I am a person living 
with the consequences of the Tory’s 
fearmongering and finger pointing. 

Being 16 years old, I am only just 
developing politically, David Cam-
eron is the first prime minister I 
remember. I may not yet have the 
knowledge or the language to explain 
why or how this is the state of the 
UK but the demands of the Socialist 
Party, to me, are a way to envision 
and enact a future where I and those 
around me can survive.

JOIN THE 
SOCIALISTS

Join the fightback

 ● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
 ● or call 020 8988 8777
 ● or text your name and  

postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

Why I joined the 
Socialist Party

A revolutionary’s 
memoir

from Socialist Fight to Militant 
and the Socialist Party

by Keith Dickinson (from 
1950s to Today)

Special offer for readers of the 
Socialist

£11 including postage (£13.99 
rrp)

Order online at leftbooks.co.uk
Offer closes at the end of  

Socialism 2023

SocialiSt StuDentS northampton

S
tudents at the University of 
Northampton are coming out 
in protest against appalling 
conditions and extortionate 
rent. As part of our campaign 

led by Socialist Students, we are pre-
paring to protest to voice our anger 
and disgust at the housing crisis.

St John’s Halls is a university-
owned block of flats, many of which 
are in dire condition. Students have 
to pay £153 a week to live in unsafe, 
unsanitary flats. The campaign’s key 
demand is that the university takes 
immediate action to improve liv-
ing conditions at St John’s Halls and 
across all student accommodation.

Already, this campaign has been 
successful in winning one of its de-
mands. At the start of the academic 
year, the University of Northampton 
charged an extra week’s rent to stu-
dents living in St John’s Halls. There 
was no prior notification and it was 

not mentioned in the contracts. But a 
groundswell of student anger forced 
the university to reverse their deci-
sion and repay all St John’s residents 
in full. It’s obvious that university 
management is afraid of this cam-
paign and it shows what we can do 
when we organise. 

Where does the rent go?
Although we won the rent refund, we 
will continue to fight for better living 
conditions. Many flats have no run-
ning water, hobs and ovens don’t 
work (which the bosses fail to fix) 
and there are wide gaps underneath 
doors - a major issue for fire safety 
and privacy. Students complain of 
showers not working, poor heating 
and broken plug sockets. You have to 
question where the extortionate rent 
we pay actually goes?

At the last meeting of Socialist Stu-
dents, campaigners came together 
in preparation for a protest, mak-
ing placards, writing speeches and 

coming up with chants for the big 
day. The university has already been 
forced to roll back one of its greedy 
attacks on student living conditions. 
With mass coordinated action, just 
think what could be achieved. Join 
us in the fight for decent living con-
ditions. Protest on Wednesday 8 
November 4pm, University of North-
ampton Waterside Campus outside 
the Engine Shed.

The campaign demands that the 
University of Northampton:

 ● Take immediate action to 
improve living conditions

 ● Introduce rent controls in all 
student accommodation

 ● Launch a mass building 
programme with the local council 
of good-quality, affordable housing 
for students and local people

 ● No evictions for students who 
can’t afford rent

 ● Emergency cost-of-living grants 
for all

 ● Ban agency and contract fees 

Northampton students’ housing 
win just a start

annabelle phippS
sheffield socialisT ParTy

A Socialist Party women’s day school 
was held in Sheffield on 29 October. 
In total, 26 members from different 
branches across the regions were in 
attendance. The day covered a va-
riety of women’s issues and themes 
of class struggle. The day consisted 
of a main discussion in the morning 
titled ‘women in broken Britain’, de-
livered by national committee mem-
ber Heather Rawling, which then 
allowed contributions and provided 
a rich conversation, and enabled us 
to hear multiple perspectives.

There also were two expertly de-
livered workshops, one on Marxist 
economics and one on dialectical 
materialism. The Marxist economics 

workshop was led by Maddie Roon-
ey and the dialectical materialism 
session was led by Leah Byatt. Both 
workshops had very good receptions 
and lots of contributions which, 
again, made for rich discussions.

At the end of the day, there was 
time for everyone to gather together 
and review the day and give feed-
back. This will inform future events 
like this one and again, tell people 
what could be done in the fight for 
women and to aid the class struggle.

The day in general had a really 
positive turnout and seemed to also 
have a positive effect on those who 
attended. Members were motivated 
after the event. The mood through-
out the day was one of inspiration 
and determination. Overall, a really 
productive day.

Yorkshire and East Midlands women’s 
day school inspires members

Socialist Students stall campaigning against St 
John’s student accommodation charging extra 
fees outside of the contract agreement

PHOTO: HUGO PIERRENewham Labour rocked 
by Gaza criticism
Ex-members stand 
against them
niall mulhollanD
easT london socialisT ParTy

The Labour mayor and council in 
Newham, east London, have come 
under fierce criticism.

For weeks, Labour locally did not 
speak out against the Israeli state’s at-
tacks on Gaza or distance themselves 
from Keir Starmer’s public support 
for Netanyahu’s government. Resi-
dents in the borough with a large 
Muslim population are furious.

Several local Labour Party offic-
ers and a councillor have resigned in 
protest. Consequently, a by-election 
will take place in Plaistow North on 
23 November.

An independent candidate, Sofia 
Naqvi, is standing. She resigned as 
women’s officer of East Ham Labour 
Party.

Sofia has the backing of local in-
dependent councillor, Mehmood 
Mirza, who recently overturned a 
large Labour majority in another 
by-election.

Mehmood is associated with 

Newham Socialist Labour, which 
is mainly made up of former and 
purged members of the local La-
bour Party. The prospect of Sofia 
polling very well in Plaistow North, 
and perhaps even overturning the 
Labour majority, is not lost on La-
bour mayor Rokshana Fiaz and the 
councillors.

Belatedly, almost a month after 
the start of the latest war, the mayor 
and over half the Labour councillors 
wrote a public letter to Starmer call-
ing for an immediate ceasefire. But 
the statement makes no mention of 
the right of self-determination for 
Palestinians.

Nor do they resign from their posi-
tions in Labour, as have councillors 
across the country (see page 5). It 
took the deaths of nearly 10,000 peo-
ple in Gaza before these Newham 
politicians could summon up the will 
to send a letter to Starmer.

It is not just on Palestine that the 
Labour council has been supine. 
For years we have demanded that 
the council stand up against Tory 

government budget cuts, and intro-
duce an emergency needs budget.

Instead, successive Labour coun-
cils impose millions of pounds of 
cuts. Newham now has the highest 
premature mortality rates of all Lon-
don boroughs.

A strong showing for Sofia or an 
outright victory would be a big blow 
against the Starmerite Labour coun-
cil. Sofia’s election literature strong-
ly associates with the Palestinian 
struggle. 

She also calls for a council tax 
freeze, and extending free school 
meals to secondary schools. Sofia 
condemns Labour as “no longer 
serving the interests of the working 
people, they are acting as agents of 
the Tory government and fat cats”.

The Socialist Party welcomes these 
policies. But we go further.

If the council used its vast assets to 
ensure no more cuts to local services, 
infrastructure, jobs, wages, and con-
ditions, it would buy time to launch 
a mass campaign that could win the 
funds from central government.

Sofia says to voters that being an 
independent candidate “means that 
I don’t have to listen to political par-
ties’ instructions or agenda… I only 
have to listen to you”.

It is undoubtedly better not to be 
imprisoned in Starmer’s right-wing 
Labour Party. But we believe that it 
is necessary to build a combative, 
democratically run, alternative party 
for working-class people, locally and 
nationally.

In this regard, the Socialist Party 
is part of the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition (TUSC), and works 
with others to try to reach agreement 
on standing in elections and on what 
manifesto.  

Steps towards an anti-war, 
workers’ alternative in 
Southampton

Fund the fightback
DONATE TODAY

 ● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/donate or call 020 8988 8777
 ● or make cheques payable to Socialist Party, 

PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

Socialist Party 
out campaigning 
against war in Gaza
Reading
Some Reading Socialist Party mem-
bers went to the massive demo 
in London, while many others 
dropped by to help our campaign 
local stall. 

We gave out lots of our socialist 
leaflets about the war on Gaza, and 
invited people to our next meeting. 
We also raised £53 to help us pro-
duce more, including 14 people who 
bought a Socialist paper.

A lot of people are justifiably angry 
about what’s going on. I’m incredibly 
proud to belong to a party that offers 
an alternative to capitalist chaos and 
inequality.
melanie Dent

Swansea
Tremendous Socialist Party cam-
paign stall, reflecting growing anger. 
£116 raised, including 38 people 
buying a Socialist paper.

One young worker, who bought 
our paper a couple of weeks ago, read 
it, along with our leaflet, came back 
to join the Socialist Party.

We protested in Castle Square the 
next day. All of us were wet again, 
with mashed placards, but flying the 
socialist flag is important.  
alec thraveS

Swindon
We were able to organise a stall as 
well as attend the rally in Swindon. 
We were able to have a number of 
really great discussions with people, 
explaining our position and agreeing 
that it was only joint working-class 
action that could truly bring an end 
to the bloodshed and violence in the 
region. Sales of the Socialist were 
frequent and donations were readily 
made. 

The response from the public was 
positive and indicative of the feel-
ing that the bombing and siege must 
end. 

With neither the Tories or Labour 
calling for this though it is more clear 
than ever that a new mass workers’ 
party must be built.
rob pettefar

catherine clarke
souThamPTon wesT socialisT ParTy

Over the past four weeks there has 
been a great outpouring of support 
for the Palestinain people in South-
ampton, and a weekly vigil outside 
the council. At the same time there 
is a feeling of dismay at both major 
political parties unrepentant in their 
complete support for the Israeli state 
and its siege and bombing of Gaza.

It wasn’t until 5 November that the 
ruling Labour group on Southamp-
ton City Council released a state-
ment in step with Labour leader Sir 
Keir Starmer’s line of “Israel’s right 
to defend itself” and not calling for 
a ceasefire, as so many actvists are 
demanding. No councillor has at-
tended the weekly vigils.

Southampton Trades Council, in 
which Socialist Party members play a 
leading role, has written to local trade 
union branches and community or-
ganisations to invite them to discuss 
how to hold our Labour councillors 
and prospective parliamentary can-
didates (PPCs) to account.

The meeting organised by South-
ampton Trade Unionist and Social-
ist Coalition (TUSC) on 2 November 

attracted seven new attendees. 
Among them were figures from 
the city’s Muslim community and 
ex-Labour activists we have met 
campaigning. 

One spoke of her desire to see can-
didates stand in council and general 
elections independent of Labour and 
the Tories. When she raised this at 
the vigil on 4 November it received a 
great response.

The TUSC meeting agreed a num-
ber of tasks including:

 ● Organise a deputation to the city’s 
two Labour PPCs, Satvir Kaur and 
Darren Paffey, to clarify their posi-
tion on austerity and war

 ● To start preparations now for can-
didates in May’s council elections, 
developing a clear anti-austerity and 
anti-war manifesto based around 
TUSC core policies and the needs 
of the Southampton working-class 
community. To organise a series of 
meetings in different areas of the city 
to develop the manifesto

 ● Take part in the trades coun-
cil open meeting taking place on 
14 November to discuss politi-
cal opposition to the war and the 
need for working-class political 
representation

AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q4: OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2023 DEADLINE: 31 DECEMBER 2023
london 6,140 5,000 123%

northern 709 800 89%
South West 1,492 2,100 71%
north West 740 1,200 62%

West midlands 1,286 2,700 48%
Yorkshire 976 2,650 37%

Southern & Se 700 2,400 29%
east midlands 545 2,050 27%

Wales 485 2,400 20%
eastern 80 1,300 6%

other 4,095 2,400 171%
total 17,247 25,000 69%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Southampton Socialist Party campaigning against the war on Gaza  
PHOTO: SOUTHAMPTON SOCIALIST PARTY

Socialist Party member Lois Austin speaking 
alongside Newham independent councillor Mehmood 
Mirza against the war on Gaza PHOTO: NIALL MULHOLLAND
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Capitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the 
exploitation of the majority of the 

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth 
and the means of producing it. This 
way of organising society, in which the 
pursuit of profit comes before everything 
else, causes poverty, inequality, 
environmental destruction, wars and 
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks 
from this rotten system on our lives 
and livelihoods, and for a socialist 
alternative: a society which takes the 
wealth out of the hands of the super-rich 
and is democratically run by working-
class people to meet the needs of all not 
the profits of a few. 

Building fighting democratic trade 
unions in the workplaces and a new 
mass workers’ party is a vital part of  
the struggle to change society along 
socialist lines.

Because capitalism 
is a world system, 
the struggle for 
socialism must also 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for a Workers’ 
International which organises across the 
world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
 ● A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all, 

without exemptions. For the minimum 
wage to automatically increase linked to 
average earnings or inflation, whichever 
is higher.

 ● Share out the work. A maximum 
32-hour working week with no loss of 
pay or worsening of conditions. The 
right to flexible working, under the 
control of workers not employers. An 
end to insecure working, for the right to 
full-time work for all who want it; ban 
zero-hour contracts.

 ● All workers to have trade union rates 
of pay, employment protection, and 
sickness, parental and holiday rights 
from day one of employment. End bosses 
using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a 
means to avoid giving workers rights.

 ● No to austerity through inflation. 
For all wage rates to be automatically 
increased at least in line with price rises.

 ● Open the books of all companies 
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t 
afford to pay a real living wage. State 
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for 
socially-useful small businesses. 

 ● For trade unions independent of the 
capitalist state, with members having 
democratic control over their own 
policies, constitutions and democratic 
procedures. For all trade union officials to 
be regularly elected, subject to recall by 
their members and paid a worker’s wage.

 ● Reduce the state retirement and 
pension age to 55. For decent living 
pensions. 

 ● Replace universal credit and the 
punitive benefit system with living 
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES
 ● A massive expansion of public 

services including the NHS and council 
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick 
out the privateers. Bring private social 
care and childcare facilities into public 

ownership under democratic control, 
in order to provide free, high-quality 
services for all who need them. Expand 
services for all women suffering violence.

 ● For local councillors who are 
committed to opposing austerity and 
all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and 
conditions.

 ● For a socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs, including 
dental and eye care – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out the private companies! 
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry 
under democratic workers’ control and 
management.

 ● Renationalise privatised utilities – 
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and 
power – under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

 ● Free, publicly funded and 
democratically run, good-quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees and write 
off student debt, end marketisation, 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academisation. For all schools to be 
under the genuine democratic control of 
local education authorities, school staff, 
parents and student organisations. 

 ● The right to a safe secure home for 
all. For the mass building of genuinely 
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral 
council housing. For rent controls that cap 
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should 
be made by elected bodies of tenants, 
housing workers and representatives 
of trade unions. For cheap low-interest 
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise 
the privately owned large building 
companies, land banks and estates. 

ENVIRONMENT
 ● Prioritising major research and 

investment into replacing fossil fuels 
and nuclear power with renewable 
energy, and ending the problems of 
early obsolescence – where products 
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be 
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

 ● Nationalisation of the energy 
companies, under democratic workers’ 
control and management, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need, in order to carry out a major 
switch to clean, green energy, without any 
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

 ● A democratically planned, massively 
expanded, free to use, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall 
plan against environmental pollution.

 ● For a major, publicly funded, 
insulation and energy transition plan for 
existing housing stock.

 ● Agribusiness to be taken into 
democratic public ownership. For a food 
processing and retail industry under 
workers’ control to ensure that standards 
are set by consumers, small farmers, and 

all workers involved in the production, 
processing, distribution and retail of food. 

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
 ● For united working-class struggle to 

end discrimination on the grounds of race, 
gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all 
other forms of prejudice and oppression.

 ● Repeal the anti-trade union laws 
and all others that trample over civil 
liberties. For the right to protest and 
to strike! End police harassment. For 
the police to be accountable to local 
committees, made up of democratically 
elected representatives of trade unions, 
local community organisations and local 
authorities.

 ● For the right to choose when and 
whether to have children – for the right 
to access abortion, contraception and 
fertility treatment for all who need it.

 ● For the right to asylum – with 
democratic community control and 
oversight of emergency funding 
resources. No to racist immigration laws.

 ● Expand democracy. For the abolition 
of the monarchy and the House of Lords. 
For all MPs to be subject to the right of 
recall by their constituents at any time, 
and to only receive a worker’s wage. 
For proportional representation and the 
right to vote at 16.

 ● For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent 
socialist Scotland and for a socialist 
Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist 
confederation of Wales, England, 
Scotland and Ireland.

 ● Oppose the dictatorship of the 
billionaire owners of the media. For the 
nationalisation of newspaper printing 
facilities, radio, TV and social media 
platforms. Access to these facilities should 
be under democratic control, with political 
parties’ coverage being allocated in 
proportion to the popular vote at elections.

 ● For a new mass workers’ party, 
based on the trade unions, and 
drawing together workers, young people 
and activists from workplaces, and 
community, environmental, anti-racist 
and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a 
fighting, socialist political alternative to 
the pro-big business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
 ● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations!
 ● Take the wealth off the super-rich! 

For a socialist government to take 
into public ownership the top 150 
companies and the banking system 
that dominate the British economy, 
and run them under democratic 
working-class control and management. 
Compensation to be paid only on the 
basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.

 ● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

 ● No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise 
a campaign with European socialists 
and workers’ organisations to use the 
talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up 
the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real 
collaboration of the peoples of Europe 
on a socialist basis as a step towards a 
socialist world.

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

Help fund the fightback!

DONATE TODAY

● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
● or call 020 8988 8777
● or text your name and  
postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

socialistparty.org.uk 
/donate

KazLeft reporters

ArcelorMittal, the largest steel pro-
ducer in Kazakhstan, and one of the 
largest in the world, has, once again, 
found itself in the spotlight - not be-
cause of its profits, but due to a trag-
edy that has left dozens of workers 
dead. This event raises important 
questions about working conditions, 
trade unions, and capitalist exploita-
tion at ArcelorMittal.

On 28 October, a tragic explo-
sion occurred at the Kostenko mine, 
owned by ArcelorMittal in Temir-
tau, Kazakhstan, in the Karaganda 
region. This resulted in the death of 
46 workers, and many others were 
seriously injured. This is not the first 
incident at this plant. Many people 
would think that a major internation-
al company that generates enormous 
profits should provide safe and de-
cent working conditions for its em-
ployees. However, the reality is quite 
different.

It is worth asking how ArcelorMit-
tal managed to achieve its profit-
ability. This is possible only through 
the exploitation of its workers, and 
thanks to the blatant complicity of 
the authorities in Kazakhstan in 
high government positions. Workers 
who earn a pittance compared to the 
profits generated by the company are 
forced to work in dangerous condi-
tions without adequate protection. 
Workers are forced to endanger their 
health and lives for the benefit of a 
small group of corporate magnates 
and their lobbyists in power.

Erlan Sairov, a member of the  
Mäjilis (Kazakhstan Parliament), 
says that Kazakhstan does not need 
such an investor. Yet the same Sai-
rov, after which a tragedy in 2008 at 
the Abai mine, claimed the lives of 30 
miners, and another tragedy which 
occurred that same year at the Tentek 
mine where five more people died, 
continued to lobby for work with the 
‘blood investor’.

Alihan Asqatovich Smailov, who is 
currently acting prime minister, and 
a year earlier served as the deputy 
prime minister, practically ignored 
parliamentary requests and pub-
lic outrage regarding the working 
conditions and many deaths at the 
company. Indeed, ArcelorMittal’s 
practices were ignored for decades 
by all government structures, over-
sight bodies, and company owners.

The latest mining deaths also rais-
es questions about trade unions and 
their role in protecting the rights of 
the working class. Unfortunately, 
many trade unions in Kazakhstan, 
and other places around the world, 
have fallen under the influence of 
large corporations and cannot effec-
tively protect the interests of workers. 
They often compromise in favour of 
employers, ignoring the real prob-
lems faced by workers.

KazLeft raises the issue of the need 
to change the system in which corpo-
rations make profits at the expense of 
their workers. We argue for the crimi-
nal punishment of all participants in 
the bloody, corrupt bosses’ produc-
tion chain. Workers must have the 
right to safe working conditions, fair 
wages, and protection from greedy 
corporations. This is not just a mat-
ter of the tragedy at ArcelorMittal; it 
is a matter of fighting for justice and 
equality. Therefore, it is the workers 
who should have the opportunity to 
directly influence the management 
of the production. And we demand 
the transfer of ArcelorMittal to not 
just the control of the state but the 
control of democratically elected 
representatives of the enterprise’s 
employees!

So, let us not forget those who 
have died and suffered because of 
corporate greed. Let us raise the 
question of the human cost of boss-
es’ profits, and what we are willing 
to sacrifice for justice. Only workers 
can change this system and fight for 
their rights.

Kazakhstan: 46 workers 
killed in explosion at 
Kostenko mine

Scottish National Party retreats, 
once more, over independence
sociaList party scotLand (cWi) reporters

t
he Scottish National Party 
(SNP) conference took place 
in October and was one of the 
smallest in years. Day one saw 
yet another retreat by the na-

tionalist leadership on its strategy to 
achieve independence.

Amid a 10% drop in support dur-
ing 2023, and the defeat to Labour in 
the recent Rutherglen and Hamilton 
West by-election, the SNP confer-
ence debated how to take forward 
its campaign. The outcome was yet 
another lowering of the bar for what 
would constitute a mandate for inde-
pendence at next year’s likely West-
minster election.

Former first minister Nicola Stur-
geon’s previous plan followed the 
UK Supreme Court’s undemocratic 
ruling that the Scottish parliament 
could not organise a referendum. 
Sturgeon had proposed making the 
next election a ‘de facto referendum’ 
- with 50% plus one share of the vote 
for pro-independence parties being a 
mandate. No one in the SNP leader-
ship believes it can possibly achieve 
that level of vote and therefore that 
plan has been dumped.

Conference instead agreed a mo-
tion that stipulated if a majority of 
SNP MPs are elected from the 57 
available seats, that would be enough 
to “begin immediate negotiations 
with the UK government to give dem-
ocratic effect to Scotland becoming 
an independent country”. In other 
words, asking for the permanent 
powers to hold a second referendum 
from whoever forms a UK govern-
ment - most likely a Keir Starmer-led 
Labour government. Yet Starmer has 
explicitly ruled out allowing for any 
second indyref.

However, there will be no inten-
tion, even if the SNP wins a major-
ity of the seats, for an immediate 
referendum. And that is no surprise 
given the falling support for the SNP. 
Average polling over the last couple 
of months puts them on 36% - down 
from 45% in early 2023. Labour 
are on 32%. That would mean that 
around 20 seats could possibly be 
won by Labour in Scotland next year 
from the SNP. Labour currently has 
just two MPs.

It is therefore still possible that the 
SNP could win a majority of seats in 
Scotland, even while losing almost 
half of its MPs. However, also pos-
sible is the eclipsing of the SNP by 
Labour, given the anger towards the 
SNP-Scottish Green government 
from big sections of the working class 
combined with a mood to get rid of 
the Tories.

The undermining of the SNP is 
the consequence of the nationalists 
in power carrying out cuts and im-
plementing other anti-working class 
policies generally. As well as having 
no idea of how to overcome the op-
position of the capitalist class to the 
break-up of the UK.

John Curtice from Strathclyde Uni-
versity commented: “Back in the au-
tumn of 2021, on average as many as 

80% of those who voted Yes in 2014 
said they would vote for the SNP. That 
figure now stands at just 60%. In con-
trast, Labour’s tally among 2014 Yes 
voters has increased from 8% to 20%. 
The link between constitutional pref-
erence and support has now frayed”.

The fact that a minority of inde-
pendence-supporting voters have 
shifted to Labour is not an endorse-
ment of the neo-Blairite leadership 
of Scottish and UK Labour either. 
There is no enthusiasm for Labour 
- but there is a strong support to get 
the Tories out amid an unbearable 
cost-of-living crisis.

In reality, the current SNP leader-
ship is fighting for its political life. 
Humza Yousaf would be unlikely to 
survive if the SNP fails to defeat La-
bour in Scotland at a general elec-
tion. More important, with support 
for independence currently polling 
at 49%, there is now a significant sec-
tion of the working class who cannot 

bring themselves 
to vote for the SNP 
– and no wonder 
when the role of 
the Scottish govern-
ment and SNP-led 
councils in implement-
ing cuts is factored in.

For these reasons, the 
SNP leadership will appeal to 
as many of that 49% as it can to 
use the general election to advance 
the cause of independence. Yousaf’s 
pledge is that page one, line one of 
the manifesto will read: “Vote SNP 
for Scotland to become an inde-
pendent country”.

The SNP will attempt to tie in in-
dependence with the ‘Westminster-
driven’ cost-of-living crisis, and also 
demand more powers for Holyrood 
over employment rights and the 
minimum wage, windfall taxes on 
energy companies, and employment 
visas for overseas workers.

Yet claims by the SNP to be anti-
austerity are hollow when their track 
record of provoking strike after strike 
with trade unions following below-
inflation pay deals are the reality.

The SNP leadership is wholly com-
mitted to capitalism, and increas-
ingly has returned to the examples of 
the Republic of Ireland, Norway and 
Denmark as its economic models for 
a capitalist independent Scotland.

Stephen Flynn, SNP Westminster 
leader, called for action on energy 
and food costs which amounted only 
to the reinstatement of the £400 en-
ergy rebate and a cap on food prices 
in supermarkets for essential items 
like bread and milk. But why not de-
mand the nationalisation of energy 
and the big food producers and su-
permarkets? That would really tackle 
the crisis at its root.

Their support for capitalism is 
also a central reason why they have 
sought to only use elections to apply 
pressure on the Westminster gov-
ernment over the right for a second 
indyref. They have strictly avoided 
seeking to build a mass movement, 
on the streets, in the workplaces and 
communities, for self-determination.

Conference also agreed for the 
creation of a constitutional conven-
tion for independence - predictably 
made up of politicians and civic Scot-
land to ‘negotiate with Westminster’ 
- rather than a body to organise and 
lead mass working-class struggle for 
both democratic rights and socialism 
to deal with the economic crisis.

The SNP offers no way forward 
in either the struggle for self-deter-
mination or on the cost-of-living 
nightmare. That’s why Socialist Party 
Scotland has consistently called for 
the trade unions to build a new mass 
party for the working class based on 
socialist policies, including the right 
to a second independence referen-
dum and an independent socialist 
Scotland.

These policies should include na-
tionalisation of the rip-off energy 
companies, public ownership of 
transport, the major banks and big 
business as a whole under demo-
cratic working-class control and 
management. As well as the building 
of a democratic and voluntary social-
ist confederation of states including 

Scotland, England, Wales and 
Ireland as a step to a socialist 

world.
These were the policies 

we stood on in the recent 
Rutherglen and Ham-
ilton West by-election 

as part of the Scottish 
Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition 
campaign.
At the forthcom-

ing general election we 
would appeal to trade 

unionists to work with us 
to prepare an election chal-

lenge in Scotland that puts pub-
lic ownership, support for workers 

striking for pay rises, and socialism 
on the agenda.

Kostenko mine  PHOTO: MASTER LPC/CC

SNP leader Humza Yousaf  
PHOTO: SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT/CC The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the international 

socialist organisation which the Socialist 

Party is affiliated to. The CWI is organised in 

countries across the planet. We work to unite 

the working class and oppressed peoples 

against capitalism, and to fight for a 

socialist world.

socialistworld.net

Come and discuss at

tickets and info at socialism.org.uk
London, 25-26 November 

ProsPects for 
scotLAND UNDer 
NeW LABoUr #2
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WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS ▶▶▶ see column on p14

OSCAR PARRY
South WeSt London SociaLiSt Party

R
ocked by scandal after 
scandal, including rev-
elations about Boris John-
son’s callous disregard for 
people’s lives emerging 

from the Covid-19 public inquiry, 
and trailing 20 points behind in 
the polls, the Tories are scrab-
bling for votes, any votes. People 
quite rightly want to see the back 
of them.

Sunak’s probably final King’s 
Speech, instead of dealing with the 
ongoing cost-of-living, housing or 
environmental crises, was a desper-
ate attempt to create ‘wedge issues’ 
to hit the votes for Keir Starmer’s La-
bour party.

In an attempt to force Starmer to 
oppose them, Sunak plans to legis-
late for annual North Sea oil and gas 
licensing rounds. This comes after 
the government approved the open-
ing of Rosebank oil field. The only 
way to achieve real energy security 

and stop environmental destruction 
is to bring the big energy companies 
into democratic public ownership, 
which Keir Starmer has ruled out 
under pressure from his big-busi-
ness backers. 

Braverman
Suella Braverman has made dis-
gusting comments that homeless 
people sleeping in tents is a “life-
style choice”. Braverman’s threats 
to restrict tent use by giving police 
powers to confiscate tents and ban 

charities from distributing them are 
an attempt to distract from the real 
reasons homelessness is increas-
ing – rising rents, a chronic lack of 
affordable housing and the Tories’ 
cost-of-living crisis.

On top of this, Michael Gove 
rolled back on his 2019 pledge to 
ban no-fault evictions after landlord 
lobbying.

Braverman is attempting to whip 
up further division by calling the 
protests against the bombing of 
civilians in Gaza “hate marches.” 

But Starmer’s refusal to call for a 
ceasefire in the massacre has driven 
home the complete capitulation of 
his Labour Party to the interests of 
the establishment.

It makes you wonder: how differ-
ent for the majority of us would the 
laws announced in a Starmer King’s 
Speech actually be?

That’s why we need a new mass 
workers’ party that fights for a so-
cialist programme that will make 
a difference to ordinary people’s 
lives.

Fight for a new mass workers’ party

Sunak’s lame duck King’s Speech

Tories 
ouT
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