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Working-class people need our own voice
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nflation is going

to fall! Isn’t that

wonderful?
“Pressure is starting to
ease’; says Sunak. The
cost-of-living crisis will :
soon be over. Believe
that when you feel it in
your pocket!

While bankers are happy that the

{ UK could hit it’s target of 2% inflation :
: within months, the British public is
: less optimistic. Who can blame them?

A fifth of households are strug-

gling to pay their water bills which
: are set to jump above-inflation in :
g the next few months. Energy prices :

have seen similar increases.
As costs shoot up, we're seeing

E more and more stories of the sac-
: rifices people are making to get by.
: Parents missing meals so their chil-
: dren can eat, or families wearing :
: coats on coats to avoid the cost of
! putting the heating on.

Whatever happens with inflation :
: rates, unless our wages go up and :
¢ funding for our services is restored :
: after a decade-plus of cuts, the cost- :
¢ of-living crisis for ordinary people
: won't be ending any time soon.

will be ‘pro-worker, then reassure :
big business that Labour’s on their :

side with the other (see page 3).

: Starmer’s dropped pledges

: With countless dropped pledges,
:  Low-paid workers and others on :
: benefits won’t get the £900 of cost-of- :
¢ living payments they have recieved :
: again. As a general election looms :
¢ on the horizon, people will correctly :
: want to see the back of the Tories.

Keir Starmer’s Labour wants caps

banker’s bonuses.

and down the country rather than

: fight for what'’s needed.

The cost of living is too high now!

We can'’t just wait for a ‘better eco-
nomic climate’ to mean the parties

: of big business give us some crumbs
: from the table.

We've seen through the months

: of strikes the power working peo-
: ple have, and the victories we can
on benefits for families but not on :

achieve when we fight for what we

: need. We need to keep that fight up

Labour councils give a glimpse of :
a Starmer government, as they have :
. made massive cuts to services up :
But is the Labour Party any alter- :
native? Labour leaders argue with :
: one side of their mouth that they :

and expand the struggle to the ballot
box. A new, mass party of our own
fighting for our interests would be a

: major step forward.
MICHAEL JOHNSON
: LEEDS SOCIALIST PARTY

LABOUR’S PITCH TO BIG BUSINESS WHY SOCIALISTS CALL FOR NATIONALISATION ANOTHER HUGE GAZA DEMO AS
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“The philosophers have only
interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”

Karl Marx

Help us build the socialist, anti-war election stand
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Starmer disciplines MP
Kate Osamor for Gaza
genocide stance

PAUL KERSHAW
ENFIELD AND LEAVALLEY SOCIALIST PARTY

In a letter to constituents on Holo- :
caust Memorial Day, Labour MP :
Kate Osamor referred to events in :
Gaza as a genocide and rapidly had :
the Labour whip suspended by the :
party. Effectively, she now sits as the :

independent MP for Edmonton.

There has been widespread local :
support for Kate. Representing local :
unions, Enfield trades council imme- :
diately wrote to Kate offering to work :
with her and local union branches :
have also written expressing support. :

She was suspended on 28 January, :
and days later local Palestine cam- :
paigners demonstrated in Edmon- :
ton Green with banners reading “we :
stand with Kate Osamor” Theyissued :
a statement saying “Kate’s stand on :
these matters is in accordance with :
the wishes of many of those she rep- :
resents. In fact, over 250 people took :
to the streets of Edmonton on Satur- :
day 27 January to peacefully march :
for a ceasefire and for the end of the :
violent occupation of Gaza and other :
Palestinian areas. The vast majority
of the people in the UK want an im- :

mediate ceasefire.”

Kate has issued an apology for her :
statement but many in the labour :
movement believe that it is those :
who fail to take a stand against the :
brutal state violence against Pales- :

tinians who should apologise.

Politics Home reports that, “while :
previously an apology or period of :
reflection could result in the whip :
being reinstated, with the general :

Join the fightback

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join or call 020 8988 8777
® or text your name and postcode to 07761 818 206

to find out more about joining us today!

: election looming, whip losses are
: now likely to be final and MPs who
i are suspended prevented from
standing for Labour and new candi-
dates will be selected instead.”

The judges at the International
Court of Justice in The Hague felt
obliged to concede there is reason
to consider whether the war on Gaza
: could be a genocide; for Labour the
suggestion is reason for disciplinary
action.

Birmingham Labour MP Tahir Ali
was reportedly ordered to apologise
after accusing Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak of having “the blood of thou-
sands of innocent people [in Gaza] on
his hands” in a speech in Parliament.
But it is striking how few Labour voic-
es have been raised in protest and
how muted they have been.

Opinion polls suggest that Labour
is on course to win the next election,
riding on a wave of disgust at Tory
austerity and corruption. Yet Labour
plans mean more austerity. Similarly,
there is a tide of opposition to mass
killing in Gaza, yet Labour offers no
opposition to Tory warmongering.

These issues are too important for
public representatives to allow them-
: selves to be silenced. Even a small
group of workers’ MPs in the next gov-
ernment resisting cuts and war would
have a huge impact. Kate and other
MPs, such as Jeremy Corbyn, Dianne
Abbot and others, could stand to-
: gether under the same banner at the
general election and with other so-
cialists, trade unionists and anti-war
campaigners too. What is there to wait
for? Let’s start the preparations now!

/
Pen

A general election could be called at :
any point between now and the end :
of the year. The Tories are absolutely :
hated, but through the strike wave :
and the huge Gaza protests, Labour :
has failed to stand firmly on our side. :
As it stands, the working class will go :
into the election with no mass force :
contesting on its side against the :
¢ election.

We need a new mass workers’ par- :
ty, and an important step forward in :
that process would be a workers’ list :
of candidates for the general election. :
Why not Jeremy Corbyn and others :
ousted by Starmer standing under :
the same banner as socialists, trade
unionists and anti-war campaigners? :
Even better if the best anti-Tory fight- :
ers of the last 18 months - the trade :
unions - gave their backing too. That :
: candidates sign up to at tusc.org.uk

bosses.

is what Socialist Party members are

campaigning for.

But concrete preparations can't
wait. That’s why the Socialist Party
sent delegates to a convention or-
ganised by TUSC (Trade Unionist
and Socialist Coalition), to which
socialist groups were invited to dis-
cuss preparing the broadest possible
left-of-Labour stand at the general

For the local elections in May, So-
cialist Party members will be stand-
ing for TUSC, and we encourage all
who want to fight the cuts and help
build a working-class political voice
in their area to stand with us.

® The TUSC steering committee has
begun approving candidates to stand
under its banner. You can find the
core policy platform that all TUSC

» Edmonton protest in
~ solidarity PHOTO: IAN PATTISON
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WHAT WE THINK

abour Winter Business Con-
ference 2024, like last year’s :
Labour Party conference, rep- :
resented a further tightening :
of the ties between big busi- :
ness and the Labour leadership. :
Sponsored by HSBC and Bloomb- :
erg, £1,000 per head tickets sold out :
in a matter of hours last October. :
400 corporate business executives :
from companies like AstraZeneca, :
Barclays, HSBC, Goldman Sachs, :
Google, and Shell attended to hear :

Labour’s plan for economic growth.

Shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves
set the tone in the morning when :
she announced that Labour in power :
would cap corporation tax at 25% :
for the duration of the next govern- :
ment. This was after commenting :
that Britain currently has the low- :
est rate of corporation tax in the G7. :
When Thatcher came to power in :
1979 it was 52% and she never got it :
lower than 34%. Reeves even implied :
it could be cut further ‘should our :
competitiveness come under threat’ :
- read, ‘if the capitalist class wants us :

’

to.

Policy shifts

The conference came and went with :
more rumoured policy shifts demon- :
strating Labour will defend the inter- :
ests of British capitalism, including :
the axeing of the proposal to scrap :
the House of Lords within Labour’s :
first Parliament. When a Starmer :
government comes under pressure :
from workers’ struggle, the House :
of Lords offers a line of defence of :
the interests of British capitalism.
The Lords have the formal power to :
block measures that a mass workers’ :
movement could force on an unsta- :
ble Starmer government. Labour has :
: tra of ‘fiscal responsibility’ will sound :
: a welcome change for the capitalist :
: class from the economic uncertainty :
. which has reigned in Britain since :
: Liz Truss’ mini-budget in Autumn :
1 2022. Nonetheless, economic and Which class?
¢ political stability will be the last thing :
: they find under the next Starmer-led :
¢ government.

also retreated from its pledge of £28
billion green investment.

Starmer demonstrated his ambi-
tion to set the British economy on
track to achieve the highest sustained
economic growth in the G7, by creat-
ing an environment of economic cer-
tainty and stability for big business
- a ‘safe space’ to invest their wealth

into. “Time and again, you tell me :
chaotic and unplanned system, driv- :
: en by maximising the profits of a tiny :
: handful at the top of society. The low- :
: growth, stagnant and crisis-prone :
! British economy which Starmer is :
! set to inherit, with the highest debt- :
! to-GDP ratio since 1961 and against :
: the backdrop of a brewing world
¢ economic crisis, will mean more in- :
: stability and more brutal attacks on :
: the lives and futures of working-class
: and young people.

former Tory donor Richard Walker :
! the bonnet and fix an unprecedented :
: stagnation in British productivity’, :
follow in his wake, including “plenty :
i ting NHS waiting lists, reforming
: skills training, building 1.5 million :
* homes and scrapping zero-hour con- :
fighting” within the crumbling Tory :
: confidence of big business to invest :

it’s the chopping and changing, the
sticking-plaster politics, the growing
concern that our government will rip
up its international commitments,
that’s holding back investment in our
country.

No doubt big business would like
such an environment. And no doubt
Keir Starmer and the rest of the La-
bour leadership are keen to give it
to them. Just days before the busi-
ness conference, Iceland boss and

announced that he was backing La-
bour. He also predicted others will

of businessmen and women who
are sick to death of the lack of stabil-
ity, the chaos, and the unedifying in-

government.

Starmer and Reeves’ robotic man- :

Capitalism is an inherently blind, :

Citing the need to “get underneath :

Starmer did make reference to cut-

tracts as part of a strategy to boost the

LABOUR PITCHES T0 BIG BUSINESS

BUTWORKERS NEED

in Britain.

take their marching orders from?

price - the working class.

the other capitalist parties are.
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ER'S LABOUR
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BUILD A NEW
WORKERS ' PARTY
socialistparty.org.uk
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: - however important - to threaten the

The question is who - or more spe- :
cifically which class - in society does :
Starmer and the Labour leadership :

stability of our finances.”
An editorial in the capitalist
mouthpiece the Financial Times re-

: flected some remaining concerns
: about what Labour in power will
: mean for the rich and powerful. “Re-
Keir Starmer answered that ques- :
tion himself during his speech at the :
i Oval. And which class will pay the :
. employment rights from day one will

“We haven'’t just opened our doors, :
we've taken decisions together as :
equal partners in the venture of na- :
tional renewal. Your fingerprints - on :
every one of our five missions.” It was :
an echo of what he told 200 business :
: leaders at the Labour Party confer-
: ence in Liverpool that “if we do come :
into government, you will be coming :
into government with us” Labour is :
: just as committed to protecting the :
. interests of the rich and powerful as :
: 2023 felt the power of their collective

Confirmation of this was the inclu- :
: sion in Starmer’s speech of step five :
: of Labour’s plan for growth, “in some :
¢ ways the most important step of all, :
the foundation it all rests upon - [the] :
commitment to always put economic :
stability first. We cannot and we will :
not allow public spending needs :

ducing insecurity and curbing zero-
hour contracts are hard to argue
with. Yet granting basic individual

limit employers’ flexibility. After a
surge in industrial action in the past
year, many bosses will also baulk at a
repeal of key Conservative trade un-

ion legislation, making it easier to go :
. paigns for a new mass workers’ party,
The capitalist class, rightfully very :
: to break with the capitalist system
: and build a democratically planned
i economy. We fight to take the le-
: vers of economic power out of the
: hands of the capitalist class by tak-
ing the major corporations, banks,
: and monopolies which dominate
: the economy into democratic public
: ownership. That would lay the basis
from the government to the media :
: society here in Britain and interna-
a result, a whole new generation of :
: working-class organisations we need
of the trade union movement, many :

on strike.”

worried, is not surprisingly trying to
exertits pressure again on the Labour
leadership to drop one of their last
remaining commitments to workers.
Entire sections of the working class in

strength, taking on big business and
the Tory government to win pay rises
the establishment, in all its guises -

- said were impossible to achieve. As

young workers have joined the ranks

OUR OWNVOICE

: becoming workplace reps and activ-
¢ ists. All of that experience and con-
: fidence to fight back will be carried
: over to a Starmer-led government.

The task of the workers’ movement

: is now to prepare to turn the fears of
: big business into a reality. With an
. incoming Starmer-led government
. in hock to the capitalist class, we
: have to exert pressure the other way.
: That means industrially, by cam-
. paigning in our trade unions for an
: independent and militant strategy to
: repel any attacks from a Starmer-led
: government.

But without a political arm, work-

: ing-class and young people will be
: stuck at just fighting the capitalist
bosses and their politicians rather
: than challenging for power them-
: selves. Our class desperately needs
: its own mass party, in which the
: workers’ and trade union movement
! can actively participate, deciding
: policy and programme. The kind of
: reception that Starmer’s Labour Par-
¢ ty today offers to big business and its
: networks and organisations!

: “National renewal”

: Starmer in his speech spoke of a
: decade of national renewal; “decade
. - because, frankly, that’'s how long
: it may take.” If that’s really the best
that capitalism has to offer us, then
. itneeds to go. Another decade would
: put us a quarter of a century clear of
the 2007-08 financial crisis. In reality,
: on the basis of capitalism, there is no
: prospect of sustained healthy growth
: in the British economy no matter
¢ how long we wait!

And in a decade millions of work-

¢ ing-class and young people will have
: suffered financial hardship, our right
i to a secure and happy future slip-
: ping away, in an increasingly unsta-
. ble and war-torn world, all while the
: rich continue to get richer in Britain
: and globally. The ‘renewal’ Starmer
: talks about is similar to the ‘recovery’
: at the end of the rainbow Cameron
: and Osbourne lied about when they
: took their axe to public services and
: wages - a recovery for the super-rich,
¢ and pain for the rest of us.

That'’s why the Socialist Party cam-

armed with a socialist programme

for the socialist transformation of
tionally. Join us to fight to build the

to achieve that transformation.
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ANOTHER HUGE GAZA DEMO AS BRITAIN BOMBS MIDDLE EAST

OSCAR PARRY
LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

p to 100,000 people marched :

on 3 February, from BBC :
Portland Place to Whitehall, :

to demonstrate against the :

Israeli state’s brutal ongo- :

ing occupation and bombardment :
of Gaza. The police, who initially :
wanted the march to end at Trafal-
gar Square, had to grant the protest :
organisers’ requests to finish outside :
Downing Street. The death toll in :
Gaza now stands at over 27,000, and :
the UN has warned of the imminent :
risk of a famine due to the lack of aid :
being allowed into the Strip. :
The US and UK have stepped up
their joint airstrikes in the surround- :
ing area, and are now targeting not
only the Houthis in Yemen but also :
targets in Iraq and Syria, massively
increasing the risk of a regional war.
The capitalist politicians in Brit-
ain are calling for the military to be :
strengthened and defence spending :
to be ramped up, with Starmer’s La- :
bour backing the Tories at every turn. :
At the demonstration, Social-
ist Party newspapers and placards :
were eagerly snapped up, embla-
zoned with the slogans ‘Mass united :
workers’ struggle to stop Israeli state :
terror, and a call for a ‘Socialist inti- :
fada’ Our slogans point the way for- :
ward for the struggle for Palestinian :
national self-determination - for a :
democratic mass movement of the :
Palestinian people. The first intifada, :
a mass movement in Palestine from
1987-93, showed the potential power :
of the Palestinian masses to chal- :
lenge the Israeli state occupation.

By raising the idea of a ‘Socialist :
: intifada’ we point to the necessity of :
i the struggle for Palestinian libera- :
tion to fight for a socialist alternative : |
to the misery of endless war. Due to :
¢ its role in production and distribu- :
tion, the working class is the deci- :
sive social force in society capable :
of challenging the capitalist system. :
Capitalism, a rotten system based :
: on a tiny minority owning and con- :
trolling the resources in society, is :
incapable of providing a solution to : |
national conflict and oppression. :
That is why we point to the need to : §
build independent organisations of :
the working class in both Palestine : &
: and Israel, with links between them, :
as part of the struggle for a socialist : g

Middle East.

. Hundreds signed our

. petition to help stand

: candiates against hoth

: the Tories and Starmer’s
: Lahour

peoples worldwide.
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* Unionist and Socialist Coalition :
¢ in the local and general elections,
: against both the Tories and Starmer’s :

The most popular slogan on the :
march was our call for a ‘new mass :
: workers’ party’ based on the trade :
unions, that would stand in solidarity :
: with the Palestinians and oppressed :
Hundreds of :
: people signed our petition to help :
: stand candidates as part of the Trade :

Labour.
This

illustrates the enormous :
disenchantment with the capital- :
ist parties in Britain which provide :
political cover for the ongoing war, :
and the potential popularity of a :
new mass workers’ party, includ- :
ing amongst the 70% of British *

people who support an immediate

ceasefire.

A workers’ list of 100 candidates :
: for the general election, backed by :
the trade unions and anti-war dem- :
onstrators, would be a massive step :
towards the formation of a new party. :
If you want to be involved in mount- :
ing a working-class challenge in
the elections, then join the Socialist :

Party today!

Building student walkouts

in Cirencester

There is growing political unrest :
amongst college students around :
the UK. Students, members of the :
Socialist Party in Swindon, proposed :
the idea of a local students against :
war initiative to our branch. With :
agreement we set out to organise stu- :
dents at local colleges, Saige on the :
Cirencester College end, and myself :
on the New College Swindonend.  :

We found there was an appetite for :
a way to voice our concerns regard- :
ing the genocide in Gaza. To prepare, :
Saige made digital posters to be sent :
around Cirencester College via air- :
drop. We got some contact details of :
individuals who wanted to be keptin :
the loop. :

Socialist Party members visited :
the college in advance to hand out :
leaflets. We did face a minor hurdle :
as we were not allowed on the cam- :
pus, however students met with us :
outside. :

We were initially expecting quite a :
low turnout for the walkout on the 26 :
January. However, by the end of the :
event, there were over 20 students :
getting involved in discussions, and :
some bought the Socialist newspa- :
per. It was a very successful day, and :
has laid the foundations for future :

work building a Socialist Students
group in the college. We are also hop-
ing that in the coming weeks we can
organise an event of similar propor-
tions at one of the campuses of New
College Swindon, and build other
groups of young socialist revolution-
aries in the area.
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Tottenham shuns
Starmer and Lammy

Tottenham residents and people

from all over London turned up to :
take a stand against Keir Starmer and :

local Labour MP David Lammy. Both

that - in the hall named after an ex-

Labour MP who stood and fought for :

the people of Tottenham - Starmer

eral disgust and horror at what is go-

ing on in Palestine, and the role of :

the Labour leadership supporting
actions of the Israeli state. Speakers
explained how the history of Totten-

ham is to stand up, that it stood up :
against South African apartheid, and :

will stand up against the Israeli occu-
pation until Palestine is free.
FARHANA MANZOOR

Wakefield Council:
‘We need a party
to represent our
interests’

You might think that Wakefield Met-
ropolitan District Council’s approval :

of a motion on 24 January in support
of Palestinians should be a cause

: ended in bitter acrimony and a walk- :
¢ out by two independent councillors,
: followed by all the Palestinian Soli- :
: darity supporters in the public gallery. :
¢ One of the independents, Council- :
¢ lor Akbar accused Wakefield council
of having done absolutely nothing :
about the slaughter in Gaza for the :
past three months - until he put down :
were speaking at the Bernie Grant : :
Arts Centre. People were horrified :

amotion.

Rather than pass Councillor Ak- :
: bar’s motion, which had the support :
an alterna- :
: tive, inferior motion was moved and :
and Lammy were there to stand in : :
the interests of 0.1%. There was gen- :

of protesters present,

carried.

: It would have been a courtesy to :
: have taken the Gaza motions as the :
first item on the agenda rather than :
: last. Instead, we had to sit through
: two-and-a-half hours of ceremony, :
. unexplained reports of reports, self- :
congratulation and, amazingly, not :
a single criticism during the entire :
. meeting of the Tory government, the :
: orchestrator of the council’s strained :
: finances and cutbacks to local servic- :
: es! Perhaps rehearsing for a Starmer :
i government?
. During the debate, sundry Tory :
: councillors showed their true colours: :
: ‘Hamas started it and Israel is defend- :
: ing itself’; ‘Gaza is foreign affairs not :
: local government business’ etc. :
: Our community needs a political :
i party to represent our interests. Clear- :
¢ ly it isn’t the Tories, but it is increas- :
ingly clear it's not the Labour Party :
either. The sooner socialists and the :
: trade unions get a genuine workers’ :
. party off the ground the better.

for celebration. In fact, the meeting :

ROGER BRADLEY

! Prote ers in London on 3 February [SAl

The Socialist Party
is fighting for:

e End the siege - for the
immediate permanent
withdrawal of the

Israeli military from the
occupied territories

e For a mass struggle of
the Palestinians, under
their own democratic
control, to fight for
liberation

e For the building of
independent workers’
parties in Palestine and
Israel and links between
them

e For an independent,
socialist Palestinian
state, alongside a
socialist Israel, with
guaranteed rights for all
minorities, as part of the
struggle for a socialist
Middle East

e No trust in the
capitalist politicians,
internationally or in
Britain. Fight to build a
workers’ party in Britain
that fights for socialism
and inte{rnationalism
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—— Universal Credit reforms hit

| workers paid poverty wages

SAM MORDEN
SOUTH TYNE AND WEARSIDE SOCIALIST PARTY
Universal Credit (UC) reforms, :

announced in Autumn 2023, are

unemployed.

to meet these demands will result in
11-12 weeks.

ten fall during existing work hours,

in work. The victims of this policy will

ers, young families; the list goes on.

: force substandard wages on workers.
Many workers, not seeing an oppor-
! tunity to fight collectively, will feel

they have no choice but to put up

: with low wages, knowing the alterna-
another attack on working-class :
people. Those receiving UC while :
working and earning less than the :
Administrative Earnings Threshold :
of £812 a month (roughly 18 hours :
a week at minimum wage) are now :
required to take part in an Inten- :
sive Work Search as if they were :
¢ and enforce them. PCS, the civil serv-

This means that they will be forced :
to find more hours to work, or a bet- :
ter-paid job, alongside meeting regu- :
larly (often weekly) with a Jobcentre :
work coach. They can also be man- :
dated to spend up to 35 hours a week :
looking for work, or attend compul-
sory support and training courses. :
Claimants are being forced to accept :
any employment, no matter how ex- :
ploitative or unscrupulous. Failure :
¢ We can’t trust Starmer’s Labour to
sanctions of up to £10.40 per day for :
: system when in power. Labour poli-
Meetings with job coaches of- :
. ment’s welfare policy from the right,
meaning that an affected worker :
must choose to either attend work :
and face benefits sanctions, or meet
their work coach and face losing :
their current employment! Four in :
ten of the 6 million people on UC are
: wage of £15 an hour regardless of
be women, the disabled, the ill, car- :
: the welfare system and the removal

Attacks on UC strengthen em- :
ployers’ hands. It helps attempts to :

tive of UC would be even worse.

The effects of over a decade of Tory
cuts and austerity - the assaults on
civil servants’ pay and conditions
mean that retention and recruit-
ment of Jobcentre staff is far below
the thousands of workers that will be
required to carry out these changes

ants’ union, members have reported
that they have even had to sanction
their own co-workers who are on UC,
because their wages are so low!
Unite the Union, in it's Unite
Against Sanctions campaign, is cor-
rect that this is fundamentally a class
and trade union matter and have
attempted to forge links with PCS
members. But it is limited, not call-
ing for a clear political alternative.

reverse Tory attacks on the welfare
ticians have criticised the govern-

claiming that it doesn’t go far enough
in some cases!

Unite should be working with
other unions and left groups to form
a new mass party of working class,
capable of fighting for a minimum

age, and for the complete overhaul of

of sanctions and conditionality once
and for all.

Poor Tories

Make a list of people who you feel
pity for, a Tory minister would be
bottom. Ex-science minister George
Freeman cried poverty about his
£120,000 ministerial salary, stating
it as a major factor in his decision to
stand down. He wants to be an MP
part-time (for £86,584 a year) and
find other work to top it up.

Frugal Freeman says his mortgage
increased from £1,200 to £2,000 a
month. Average rent in the UK is
£1,260 a month, much more if you
live in London. And the median
household income is about 35 grand
- a fraction of Freeman’s ministerial
pay.

Being a minister left him “ex-
hausted, bust and depressed” Im-
agine how he would be feeling if he
faced the stark financial reality facing
most working-class families! Maybe
he would have thought twice before
voting through over a decade of cut
backs under five different Tory prime
ministers?

MPs should be paid the average
wage of the workers they are elected
to represent, without the option to
skip parliament to do lucrative sec-
ond jobs either. If the likes of Free-
man aren’t prepared to do it, good!
There are undoubtedly thousands of
working-class people in his constitu-
ency far better qualified to represent
their communities.

Government not
‘outstanding’

Workers whose bills have gone up
while their wages don’t stretch as
far. Students getting into a lifetime
of debt without enough money to
pay their rent. People stuck for hours
waiting in hospital to be seen by un-
derpaid, overworked NHS staff. Ask
any of them what they think of the
government and “requires improve-
ment” or “inadequate” might be put-
ting it mildly.

But you'd expect a senior govern-
ment minister to have something
better to say!

Gillian Keegan, Education Secre-
tary, when asked on LBC radio how
she rates the Tory government’s per-
formance said it was “good’; not the
top Ofsted rating of “outstanding”
But she should know. Our schools
are literally crumbling, teachers
leave the profession because of sky-
high workload, and attempts to ex-
pand free childcare have ended up
reducing places on offer.

Time for special measures - kick
out the Tories and build a working-
class political alternative!

Like what you’ve read?

SUBSCRIBE TO
THE SOCIALIST

socialistparty.org.uk/subsc

Mark Zuckerberg gets $700 million
payday while we struggle to pay our rent

ROSE KWIECINSKA
EASTLONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

Tech company Meta, owner of Fa- :
cebook, Instagram and Whatsapp, :
reported that it will pay $1.25 billion :
of dividends to its shareholders eve- :
ry quarter. Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg, who has about 350 mil- :
lion shares, will get an unimaginable :

payout this year of $700 million!

But is this really surprising? Bil- :
lionaires are getting richer and richer :
every minute, while most of us are :

getting real-terms pay cuts.

During the Covid pandemic, a :
time when people lost their jobs and :
struggled to pay rent, the ten richest :
men in the world doubled their for- :

tunes, according to Oxfam.

In the USA, in no state can some-
one working full time and paid the :
minimum wage afford an average :
one-bedroom apartment without :

over 30% going to rent.

So how much are the richest peo-
ple in the world paying in taxes? Alot :

less than you probably.

In 2007 and 2011, Jeff Bezos, :
the world's wealthiest person and :
Amazon CEO, didn't pay a dime in :

: income taxes. Similarly, in 2018, Elon :
Musk, the second-richest man and :
: the founder of Tesla, did the same.
earns :
in their entire lifetime less than :
what Bezos accumulates in just 15 :
: Workers generate more value than
Is better taxation a way to deal with :

¢ basis of capitalism. Without this ex-
: getting :
. tougher in the globalised economy, :
where avoiding national taxes is eas- :
¢ means of production (factories, pat-
These billionaires don't just hold :
: power just because of their wealth;
the economic weight they have :
. has to be put under democratic con-
: trol of working people, to produce
: what we all need, not what makes a
: profit for a few.

The average American
minutes.
this massive inequality?

Taxing Dbillionaires is

ier than ever.

behind them means they make im-
portant economic decisions without

¢ being elected or accountable to the

public.
The wealth of these people is gen-
erated by the workers they employ.

they're being paid. And this is the
ploitation there are no billionaires.
Socialists fight for the wealth and

resources of society, including the

ents logistic chains etc) that produce

¢ goods and services everybody needs

to be put into public ownership. It

Imagine for a moment a world

: without billionaires, where you could
: actually get a full value of your work,
: not have to worry about juggling rent
¢ and bills, and live life to the full.

Join us in that fight.

Do you agree? a
SOCIALISTS
socialistparty.org.uk/join 3= ‘_;:
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NHS pay: The struggle is not ove

UNISON MEMBER

ovid and now the cost-of-liv- :

ing crisis have brought home :

to health workers how much :

they had lost in real wages af- :

ter a decade of Tory austerity, :

and workers began fighting to try to : |
win back some of what they had lost. :
With hospital consultants in the :
BMA rejecting their recent pay offer :
by 51% to 49% and asking the De- :
partment of Health to get back to the :
negotiating table, they join the jun- :
ior doctors who are continuing their :

struggle for improved pay.

The consultant pay offer was on av- :
erage approximately 9% for 2023-24. :
Junior doctors have been offered on :
average 12%. This demonstrates that, |
by putting firm demands and being :
clear that strike action is needed, pay :

offers can be improved.

These offers compare to a 5% pay :
rise for all other NHS staff. The Royal :
College of Nursing (RCN) remains in :
dispute over the 2023-24 offer and s :

talking about reballoting.

However, Unison and GMB unions :
accepted the 5% after not reaching :
the anti-trade union ballot thresh- :
olds for strike action. Unite rejected :
it and, although a smaller union in :
the NHS, has conducted local dis- :
putes linking the national offer to ad- :
ditional local demands - for example :

at Barts Trust (see below).

2024-25 pay

Now the NHS unions, including :
Unison, are beginning to discuss :
their demand for the 2024-25 pay :
round. Have the lessons of last :
year’s ballots been learned, or are :
union leaders waiting for the likely :

I Jl

bail them out?

It appears once again that Unison
will be asking members to support
a substantial rise but aren’t clear on
what that will mean.

to a shorter working week with no
: loss of pay, and other pressing issues
: such as overtime and cost-of-living
¢ supplements. These are all legitimate
and pressing concerns and need to
be fought for. But they don't affect
all staff in the way that pay does, and

such as the doctors have had.

incoming Labour government to :
: the nurses considering going alone
and accepting a separate pay spine
: from the rest of NHS staff. Nursing,
: like other professions, has seen sig- :
: nificant reductions in real-terms pay.
Unison leaders will be linking this :
. in the health service, pay is a crucial
: issue and can’t be left to wait for the
: next government. We need to fight
: now, and demand a commitment
- now from Labour leader Keir Starm-
: er, which would increase the pres-
: sure on the weak Tories.

so without a clear pay demand it will :
make it harder to build a united fight :
: employers rely on this to make up :

SR

Ambulance workers in Unison on strike in 2023 MIKE LUFF

What it risks is professions such as

With 130,000-plus staff shortages

Many staff work over their 37.5
hours a week to make ends meet and

i proach, despite

. for the shortfall of staff. This can’t go :
: on indefinitely, as it leads to burn- :
¢ out in an increasingly stressful work :
: environment.

: Unison’s potential role

Unison, as the largest health union, :
: could play a major role in uniting :
: the workforce and laying down key :
i demands to assist in coordinating :
: the pay struggles. A bold and serious :
: campaign could prepare members :
: for the action necessary.
: leadership’s ap- :
recognising the :
: growing pay differentials, does not :
appear to involve talking about :

However, the

The following
Socialist Party
members are
seeking nomination
for the 2024 Unison
service group
elections

Local Government
Mathew John,
Angie Waller

Health

Steve Bell,
John Malcolm,
Adrian O’Malley

Community
Helen Couchman

Police and Justice
Amy Sage

Angie, Steve, John and
Adrian are all sitting SGE
members

achieving a decent pay rise through
industrial action.
Thus the upcoming health service

: group elections could play an impor-
¢ tant role in changing the direction of
: the health leadership and of the un-
: ion as a whole.

Socialists in the health service de-
mand pay rises that actually reflect
the cost-of-living rises, of at least RPI
inflation. We should be demanding
a minimum of £15 an hour for the

: lowest paid, who in April will only

be earning 1p above the minimum
wage! We demand a 35-hour working
week with no loss of pay. But we say
this will have to be fought for.

Barts strike: ‘We take strike action hecause it wins!’
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Marching round the Royal London [ANPATTISON

IAN PATTISON
LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

Unite the Union organiser Onay Kas-
ab had a message for striking NHS :
workers in east London. “The em- : i
: Strikers speak
it sets a precedent for other workers. :

ployer says it can’t pay you because

That's the bloody point!

“We take strike action because :
strike action works. Not because :
But because it :

we're desperate.
works. Because it wins.”

hospital.

Domestics, porters, catering work-
ers and more, who a year ago won :
being taken back into the NHS from :
private employer Serco, are now in :
their sixth tranche of strike action :
fighting for, among other demands, :
the lump-sum Covid bonus payment :
that was paid to NHS workers last :

year.

this dispute”

He added: “The letter from the em- :
: ployer [saying it can’t pay the lump :
: sum)], is rubbish. We're going to carry :
on. We're going to continue, and not

"

stop until we win!

the strike:

joining the strike.”

We're not going away. This issue is
a trail.

money - it’s a choice.”
Striking worker Millicent said:

“Everyone else got the lump sum. :
i Why not you? We're going to fight for :
it

Onay brought a message from the :
union’s general secretary, Sharon :
Graham, saying: “You can be abso- :
lutely sure that Unite will do abso- :
lutely everything to ensure you win :

Another striker Ellen said: “Don’t

to stand up and fight”

Socialist Party member Rob Wil- :
liams brought solidarity support :
: from the National Shop Stewards :

Network (NSSN). “You're sending a
message that you want to be treated
like all NHS workers. It’s time the
NHS delivered on that promise.

“I've just come via train from a

: protest opposing the closure of Port
: Talbot steelworks, my hometown. On
. Len Hockey, Unite branch secretary :
¢ at Barts NHS Trust, had a message :
from a worker who had just joined :
“I haven’t been on strike :
up until now. But the way they're :
* treating us in there on strike days, I'm

The noise was deafening as 100 :
striking Barts NHS Trust work- :
ers marched around Royal London :

both ends of that rail line, I see work-
ers, Unite members, that are going to
win a victory.”

® On 1 February, Barts workers
joined with low-paid security guards

: at Guys and St Thomas'’s who are

Len also said: “Of course we're set- :
ting a precedent. We're raising the :
: sights of other healthcare workers. :

: STOP PRESS: East Kent win

not going away. Our union is blazing :
. = now Barts must pay up!
“For the employer, paying the :

i On Tuesday 6 February, strikers pro-
: tested at Barts Trust HQ in Canary

also fighting to beat back attacks on
their terms and conditions

Wharf. Len Hockey told the rally that
the health trust in East Kent has just

: settled with its workers who were
: fighting for the same lump sum, and
give up. You're all legends. Continue

has agreed to pay it.

There is now no reason why Barts
workers cannot be paid the lump
sum - nor all other health workers
round the country who missed out!

NEU LGBT+ conference: Let’s
build a union that fights for all

EMILY
NEU MEMBER

ow can LGBT+ educators

fight for our union to offer a

lead in the struggle for LG-

BTQ+ liberation from op-

pression - and win on pay,
funding, workload, and the future of
education?

On 3-4 February, the National
Education Union (NEU) held its an-
nual LGBT+ conference, which I at-
tended as a delegate. Throughout the
workshops and discussions, the lack
of support from both the Tory gov-
ernment and Keir Starmer’s Labour
Party was reflected. The need for an
alternative in order to secure the fu-
ture of education was clear.

Comparisons were drawn between
the proposed harmful Tory guidance
on trans and non-binary children
and the suffering caused by Section
28 in the 1980s and 90s. One delegate
highlighted the importance of col-
lective organisation, referring to the
solidarity between the LGBT+ com-
munity and miners in the 1984-85
miners’ strike, and the relevance to
the class struggle today.

Many delegates were angry about
pay, funding and workload. Socialist
Party members leafleted and put for-
ward a fighting strategy to help arm
them with a way to fight on those is-
sues and for LGBTQ+ liberation.

DfE ‘Guidance’

As the Tories head towards electoral
annihilation, they attempt to whip
up hatred and division in the des-
perate hope that some people might
still vote for them. This is the context
of their consultation on guidance
for schools on gender-questioning
children. It threatens the rights and
safety of a tiny minority of young
people and will escalate the crisis in
schools. It will contribute to the in-
stances of transphobic attacks and
LGBTQ+ phobia in general, and we
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must oppose it.

sive policy now. Our union should
d

emand this, and fight against the :
guidance and all the Tory measures :
that will accelerate the crisis in our :
: rights, resources and public services
: we all need. We also fight for demo-
which Starmer sees as a model, did :
not repeal Margaret Thatcher’s mur- :
derous Section 28 for six years, and :
did not implement measures that :
could undo the damage. Without :
clear demands and pressure from the :
unions, we cannot just hope Starm- :
er will act. But the strikes last year :
showed that taking collective action :
can push governments to act even :
: rum for discussing and arriving at
decisions on areas of controversy,
: feeding into national policy. That
: would need to include policies on
The Equality Act, like all positive :
legislation, is a by-product of cam- :
paigns that have been waged by ordi- :
nary people and their organisations, :
including the trade unions. Without :
our union developing a clear pro- :
gramme of what we're fighting for :
and how we fight for it, we cannot :
defend our rights and improve them. :

In recent years, issues around dis- :
crimination, particularly transpho- :
bia, have been on the rise. This is not :
just as a result of the Tories and their :
policies, but the failure of the trade :
: build a new workers’ party with a
ers, and the absence of a mass work-
: jobs, homes, services and rights. In
build a mass movement to fight cuts :
and division, with mass action and a :

schools.
The Blair New Labour government,

when they don’t want to.

NEU needs a clear fighting
programme

union and labour movement lead-

ers’ party, to answer Tory lies and

: socialist programme.

Given the civil war between the :
wings of the Tories, it is not guar- :
anteed they will get this through. A :
commitment from Labour leader :
Keir Starmer that the guidance will be :
immediately scrapped by a Labour :
government would kill off this divi- :
. weakens our ability to fight back.

Tory propaganda, which Starmer
doesn’t oppose, attempts to scape-
goat trans people - like they do
migrants and asylum seekers - for
oppression and the lack of services,
housing and jobs. Keeping us divid-
ed is in the interests of the bosses; it

The Socialist Party fights for the
right of trans and non-binary peo-
ple to self-identify - but also for the

cratic control of our public services,
and that includes in education.

For example, ending academisa-
tion could lay the basis for genu-
ine democratic control of schools
through elected representatives of
the local community, parents, staff
and their trade unions, and school
students’ unions. Those kinds of
committees would provide the fo-

relationships, sex and health educa-
tion, as well as provision for students
and staff of all faiths.

It is essential that the trade un-
ions link the fight against all forms
of oppression, including racism,
sexism, homophobia, biphobia and
transphobia, to the fight against class
exploitation and capitalism.

Under Jeremy Corbyn, Labour
stood for an end to academies.
Starmer has committed to “make
multi-academy trusts subject to Of-
sted inspections”! It is necessary to

socialist programme of fighting for

such a party, different struggles can
come together in solidarity.

Elect a determined and inclusive campaigner
as NEU vice-president: Vote Sheila Caffrey #1

From the start of her time on the NEC in 2021, Socialist Party member
Sheila Caffrey has been a supporter of motions brought by the LGBT+
executive member on behalf of marginalised members. She has listened
to equality groups and striven to be a voice for all members - teachers,
support staff, supply, early years, post-16. Sheila has consistently argued
for national action on pay and workload. She campaigns for the union to
lead a national fight for a new national contract that sets an overall limit on

hours worked.

© Get in touch: sheila_caffrey@hotmail.co.uk

Aslef strikers buoyed up by MSLwctory

Train drivers in the Aslef union have

strike action at the end of January
and beginning of February across 14
train operating companies (TOCs) in
England.

Iain Dalton reports that on the LNER
picket line in Leeds on Friday 2 Feb-
ruary there were larger numbers pre-
sent than on other recent strike days.
The mood was buoyed by the victory

service levels legislation against
them. The government-owned LNER
was defeated by Aslef’s preparedness
to escalate action.

Aslef members have now been on
strike as part of this pay dispute for
18 months. Pickets in Leeds have a
sign marking each strike day so far

: - currently on 16.
been taking part in a rolling wave of :
. ing for a pay rise after not receiving
: one since before the Covid-19 pan-
: demic - around five years ago! They
¢ say they cannot accept what was last
! put on the table by the government
: and TOCs as it contained unaccep-
: table attacks on their terms and con-
: ditions. The bosses have refused to
: negotiate with them since.

over the attempt to use the minimum :

As pickets explained, they are call-

Some strikers were looking to-

: wards the general election for a pos-
sible break in the situation, although
: Starmer’slack of support for the strike
: action did not inspire much confi-
: dence! Aslef should call on Starmer
¢ to commit to meeting the union’s de-
- mands - but be prepared to fight no
: matter who is in government.

Swansea PH[)TU SWANSEAANDWESTWALES SOCIALIST PARTY

Train driver says: ‘MSLs
- We must resist’

Our dispute is one of the longest run-
ning in Aslef. No one wants to be on
strike. But the Tory government is be-
hind the train operating companies
(TOCs). We've been through three
or four prime ministers and three or
four transport ministers. The current
one hasn’t met anyone in the union.

Now the latest scenario is mini-
mum service levels (MSLs), attacking
workers’ rights and democracy. The
first instance of a TOC suggesting
they would use MSLs resulted in us
escalating our action. LNER retreat-
ed. This is a victory. If we give an inch
they’ll take a mile. Any time the MSL
law raises its head we must resist.
Make it unenforceable. Non-compli-
ance, escalation - we can’t just allow
it to take place.

Birmingham school
victory

CLIVE WALDER
BIRMINGHAM SOUTH SOCIALIST PARTY

The strike by National Education Un-
ion (NEU) members at Benson Com-
munity School in Birmingham has
ended with a complete victory.

The school agreed to all the strik-
ers’ demands on 21 December, but
failure to implement the agreement
in full led to three more days of strike
action in January.

The key was determined and re-
silient union reps, support from the
members, and the wholehearted
backing of parents. Union member-
ship increased during the strike.

If there is any backtracking from
management, the members say they
will strike again!
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MARTIN POWELL-DAVIES
SOCIALIST PARTY NATIONAL COMMITTEE

uccessive governments, start-
ing in earnest with Margaret :
Thatcher, continuing under :
Blair and the rest since, have
embarked on mass privati- :
sation of previously nationalised in- :
dustries in Britain. What has been the :

outcome?

Water privatisation has seen bills :
rocket by 40% above inflation, while :
firms dump raw sewage in our riv-
ers and lakes and pay out billions of :
pounds in dividends to shareholders. :
Our fragmented, privatised railways :
have similarly seen fares soar but ser- :
vices decline. The big energy firms are :
being subsidised to maintain their :
profits while millions struggle to heat :
their homes. Instead of being run to :
provide a universal service, the postal :
regulator Ofcom is proposing that pri- :
vatised Royal Mail might only deliver :
letters for three days a week in future. :

The list goes on...

And yet the main capitalist par- :
ties are still wedded to privatisation. :
Outrageously, it’s now being pushed :
as the supposed solution to the criti- :
cal state of the NHS! Labour’s shad- :
ow health secretary Wes Streeting is :
talking about a Labour government :
“holding the door wide open” to the :
private sector. But workers, and the
middle class too, know from bitter ex- :
perience that NHS privatisation will, :
once again, just see the private profi- :

teers put ‘greed before need’

So, while Labour politicians may
have bought into the idea of privatisa- :
tion, a clear majority of Britons polled :
by YouGov in 2022 agreed that public :
transport, water, energy, social care, :
and the NHS should all be run in the :
public sector. That was even the most :
popular opinion expressed by Con- :

servative voters!

Corhyn

So, in contrast to the claims of Labour :
leader Keir Starmer and his pro-cap- :
italist crew, the manifesto pledges in :
the Corbyn-led Labour 2019 manifes- :
to for public ownership of rail, mail, :
water, telecoms and power, and to :
reverse privatisation in the NHS, were :

popular demands with most voters.

Corbyn’s critics warned that the cost :
of compensating shareholders made :
renationalisation unviable. The bosses’
CBI put on the frighteners by calculat- :
ing the cost of buying back rail, mail, :
water and energy as being almost £200 :
billion! But these fat cats have already :
made a killing at our expense, why :
should we pay them a penny more? :
The Socialist Party says that compen- :
sation should only be paid where there :
is a proven need, for example to safe- :
guard workers’ pension investments or :

small shareholders.

But Corbyn’s nationalisation de- :
mands were actually still quite timid :
compared to those raised by the left :
wing of the Labour Party, under pre- :
vious Labour governments, including :
by Militant, the forerunner of the So- :

cialist Party.

In 1945, pushed forward by a work- :
ing class demanding real change at :

WHY SOCIALI

: the end of World War Two, Labour :
: was elected with a landslide majority, :
. promising to nationalise the ‘com- :
: manding heights’ of the economy. :
: As well as launching the NHS and a :
¢ massive council house building pro- :
: gramme, a fifth of British industry :
: was nationalised, including gas, coal, : !
: electricity and steel, as well as the :
¢ Bank of England.
¢ Reforms such as the NHS and :
: council housing transformed the lives :
: of millions of working-class people, :
. but the capitalists have been clawing :
: them back ever since. Nationalisation :
: also included significant benefits for :
: workers employed in those industries. :
¢ Inreality however, this was not social- :
. ism but the state acting as a prop to :
: capitalism. The wealthy former own- :
¢ ers of these nationalised firms were :
: generously paid off. They were happy : '
: to be given the cash to switch to profi- :
: teering from the real ‘commanding :
¢ heights’ that remained in capitalist :
: hands - in the manufacturing and fi- :
: nancial sectors, as well as exploiting :
: cheap labour globally. :

: State ownership :
: The firms brought into state owner- :
: ship were largely unprofitable essen- :
: tial basic industries that capitalism :
: was happy to see the state take re- :
: sponsibility for. They continued to be :
. run like private companies, without :
: the working class having any genuine :
¢ control or management. As the ongo- :
: ing Post Office scandal has shown, :
. a nationalised firm that still follows :
: capitalist business methods will oper- :
. ate just like any other cut-throat pri- :
: vate company. :
:  But the post-war economic boom :
¢ couldn’t remove that stubborn idea : |
: from workers’ minds, that putting :
¢ ‘people before profit’ required taking :
¢ firms out of the hands of the profi- :
: teers. In response to the 1974 Labour :
: government caving into the pressure :
. of big business, the ‘Tribune’ Group :
: of Labour MPs proposed an ‘Alterna- :
¢ tive Economic Strategy. A key ele- :
: ment, still echoed by what remains :
. of the Labour left today, was a plan :
: for selective nationalisation of per- @
. haps 25 manufacturing firms, and to :
: gradually extend state ownership over :
¢ different sectors of the economy.
:  Tribune argued that this core of :
: state-run nationalised firms would :
i act as competitive encouragement :
: to force private capitalists to invest, :
¢ thereby creating jobs and boosting :
: economic growth. But Militant cor- :
: rectly warned that the capitalists :
: would only invest if they knew they :
¢ could sell their products into profit- :
: able markets. More fundamentally, :
: Militant warned that if the capital- :
: ists concluded that a left-led govern- :
: ment was serious about seizing its :
: profitable assets, they would use their :
! majority control over the rest of the :
: economy, including the banking and :
: finance sectors, to sabotage it and :
: bring it down.
¢ That sabotage had already been :
: played out in the most brutal way in :
: Chile, where the Allende government :
¢ had sought to compromise with capi- :
: talism, including over the speed and :
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NATIONAL

COAL BOARD

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE

.

The Socialist Party is demanding ‘nationalisation
not devastation’ to save steel PH0T0: SCOTTJONES

Marchiné t6 &éh;aﬁd

the nationalisation of |
P&O PHOTO: ISAI MARIJELA

ONALISATION

. extent of nationalisation. In contrast, :
: the most militant workers occupied :
¢ factories, especially where employers :
3 : put an end to the waste of unemploy-

: manded workers’ control of the whole :

. were sabotaging production, and de-
: economy. Allende’s attempts to pla-

: by the 1973 military coup.

¢ Parti Socialiste eventually became so

. cent.

Capitalist reaction

¢ Socialists need to learn the lesson that :
: any attempt to gradually nationalise :
: our way to socialism will be blocked :
: ¢ followed to urgently act on climate
: cialist government would need to :
* bring under public ownership all the :
: major monopolies and banks that :
. dominate the economy. That would :
: better quality? What investment is
: Thatwouldn’t be the only step needed :
: to stop capitalism trying to crush such :
tions, and more, could be worked
: tion of workers in defence of its gov- :
: ernment would certainly be needed :
: too, but it would strike a serious blow :
! against any attempted economic :
: of the major banks, companies and

: by capitalist reaction. Instead, a so-

: be about 150 companies in Britain.

: a transformation, a mass mobilisa-

: sabotage.

¢ Neither should nationalised com- :
. panies just be leftin the hands of their :
! previous managers. They must be run :
* under democratic workers’ control :
: and management. That means much :
. more than just having some seats on :
: the board for workers to be consulted :
: over howthe companyisrun. [tmeans :
: that workers should have real control :
: over the day-to-day running of their :
: workplace, over working conditions :
: and hours, over production methods :
: and initiatives. These steps would lift :
: recall at any time; for their pay not to
: ment and enable the insight and crea- :
: resent; for workers’ control by all, “so
: both reduce workload and improve :
: time and that therefore nobody may be

: the dead-hand of top-down manage-
: tivity of workers on the ‘shopfloor’ to

: productivity.

¢ Such democratic measures should :
: be enacted in any individual firm that :
! is nationalised. For example, in Port :
: Talbot right now, nationalisation of :
: the Tata steelworks under democratic :
: workers’ control and management is :
: the only way to save jobs in the long :
¢ term, stop the devastation of the local :
: economy, and implement a transition :
: to green steel production. Only nation- :
: alisation can ensure that economic :
: fighters to finally become a reality.
: Aglobal capitalist corporation like Tata :

: is only ever going to prioritise what is :

¢ and environmental needs are put first.

: necessary to maximise its profits.

:  But democratically run nationali- :
: sation of the 150 or so ‘commanding :
¢ heights’ of the economy allows so :
* much more than just protecting indi- :
: vidual industries. It is the key to im- :
: plementing full democratic planning :
® : of a socialist plan of production for :

: the whole economy.

i Asocialist plan would putanend to :
: the anarchy of capitalist economics, :
: dominated by the need to generate :

short-term profit and, increasingly, by
financial gambling rather than invest-
ment in useful production. It could

ment, identical competing brands,

¢ inbuilt obsolescence, arms spending,
i cate capitalist reaction were answered :
: could harness all the best elements
¢ In 1981, the Parti Socialiste in :
: France was elected to power on a :
. left programme promising radical re- :
¢ forms and partial nationalisation. But :
: French and global capitalism went on :
: the attack and within a few months :
: the reforms went into reverse. The :
 wider system of workers’ democracy,
: infamous for its austerity policies that :
: its support collapsed to just a few per :
. ties. Such a system would allow mass
: participation in genuine democracy,
: rather than just the chance to put the

and the luxuries of the super-rich. It

of existing commercial planning for
the benefit of society as a whole, in-
stead of being used to work out what
adverts to put on your phone or how
best to avoid paying tax.

Workers’ control and management
in the workplace would be part of a

agreeing local, regional, national -
and international - plans and priori-

occasional cross on a ballot paper.
What transport and energy policies,
nationally and globally, should be

change? How should housing needs
best be met and where? How wide a
choice of consumer products should
be provided? Which ones need to be

needed to switch from unwanted to
wanted production? All of these ques-

out on the basis of a democratically
agreed socialist plan of production,
a plan that could then be applied in
practice thanks to the nationalisation

corporations.

It was the lack of such a democratic
input that led to the collapse of the
centrally planned economies of the
former Soviet Union. These states had
degenerated into top-down dictator-
ships without genuine workers’ de-
mocracy. Privileged leaders erected
statues of Lenin to pretend they were
‘communists’ but ignored what Lenin
had insisted was required for a social-
ist state: for elected representatives
at every level, subject to democratic

exceed the pay of the workers they rep-
that all may become ‘bureaucrats’ for a

able to become a ‘bureaucrat’ " Those
are the ideas that a genuine workers’
democracy would be based on.

The Socialist Party stands for a so-
cialist plan of production that meets
everyone’s needs, based on public
ownership combined with democratic
working class control and manage-
ment. Achieving that would at last
allow all the hopes and dreams of gen-
erations of socialists and working-class

Come to a Socialist
Party meeting near you

The Socialist Party has regular
meetings in towns and cities
across the country.

If you would like to participate:
® Go to socialistparty.org.uk
® Or text 07761 818206 with
your name and postcode.

Clause IV and
the Communist
Manifesto

Nationalisation, the taking of ma-
jor industries, utilities and banks
out of the hands of private profi-
teers and into public ownership, to
be run under democratic workers’
control and management, has al-
ways been a cornerstone of social-
istideas.

Marx and Engels explained in
the Communist Manifesto how,
to bring an end to capitalist crisis,
private ownership of industry and
commerce needed to be replaced
by state ownership. In Britain,
reflecting the influence of Marx-
ism on the pioneers of the labour
movement, the demand for public
ownership was widely supported
as the way to build a better, social-
ist, society.

For example, the Independent
Labour Party, a predecessor to the
Labour Party, adopted an ‘ABC of
Socialism’ which explained that
“The fight against private owner-
ship of land and capital, the fight
for Socialism, for the nation’s con-
trol of its own resources, is the last
fight in the age-long struggle of
humanity for freedom ... That is So-
cialism: The nationalisation of the
land and of the means of produc-
ing and distributing wealth; and
the organisation of industry as a
civic service under public owner-
ship and control for the benefit of
all, instead of, as now, under pri-
vate ownership and control for pri-
vate profit”

In 1918, the Labour Party adopt-
ed the famous ‘Clause IV’ of its
constitution. It called for “the
common ownership of the means
of production, distribution and
exchange, and the best obtain-
able system of popular administra-
tion and control of each industry
or service” That ‘socialist clause’
remained in place right up until
1995, when Tony Blair finally man-
aged to persuade a Special Con-
ference to ditch any reference to
common ownership, as part of his
drive to turn ‘New Labour’ into a
fully pro-capitalist party.

Whereas the original adoption
of Clause IV had been taken un-
der the influence of the Russian
Revolution successfully abolish-
ing capitalism in 1917, its removal
came in the wake of the collapse of
the nationalised, planned econo-
mies of the Soviet Union and other
Stalinist states. Their demise dealt
a powerful ideological blow to the
workers’ and socialist movement.
A triumphant capitalist class as-
serted even more vociferously that
private ownership and the ‘free
market’ was the only way to run an
economy. That capitalist ideology
took a firm grip of the leadership of
former workers’ parties, like Blair,
across the globe.
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theSocialist

@ Walthamstow, east
London - we haven’t
vanished

Waltham Forest Socialist Party was : [
back at its usual Saturday spot out- :

JustAsome
of the events where the Socialist :
newspaper was sold in the past week... :

side Sainsbury’s on the High Street. : @&

We wanted to reassure our regulars :

that we hadn’t vanished!

Socialist Party members Nancy :
Taaffe and Paula Mitchell explained :
over the mic that we had been away :
atthe Gaza demonstrations most Sat- :
: policy among workers, and what'’s on
But we are still fighting to build a :
party to represent the working class :
: ately needed to harness this mood,

Building on the theme on the cover :
of the Socialist newspaper we were :
selling, we talked to market shoppers :
about how tight their money is com- :
pared to bosses of the corporations, :
who have already made more money :

: to all of them’

this year than most people will in a :

urdays for the past couple of months.

in Walthamstow.

lifetime.

It seemed to strike a chord with :
passersby - 37 of them bought the :
Socialist paper in a busy hour. And :
we had lots of engaging conversa- :
tions, with familiar faces and new :
: of the Tory MP.

The only real hostility came from :
a woman who mistook us for the La- :
bour Party! We are building recogni- :
tion for when we stand in the general :
election in Walthamstow later this :
: the Socialist paper, said that she had
: supported Jeremy Corbyn, and how
. Keir Starmer had reversed all his
¢ policies. There isn’t a workers’ can-
: didate standing in this by-election.
: She was going to vote Labour to get
: rid of the Tories who are destroying
: the country.

ones.

year.
CHRIS CORNEY

@ Swindon - gulf
between people and
capitalist parties

tion on most people’s minds - an en-

rare than an outspoken Tory! We had :
plenty of opportunities to discuss our :
plans to run as widely as possible in :
the local elections, part of the Trade :
Unionist and Socialist Coalition :

(TUSCQ).

wouldn’t describe himself as a ‘so-

seen as normal.”

class needs to fight for them.

Another man lamented the decline :
of decent jobs and industry, and :
agreed with us that we need to na- :
tionalise the major industries if we're :
going to rebuild manufacturing, and :

guarantee decent jobs for all.

These discussions demonstrate the

gulf between what is actually popular

offer from the establishment parties.
A new mass workers’ party is desper-

and fight for a socialist programme.
SCOTT HUNTER

@ Bristol - ‘hollocks

“Excuse my language, but bollocks to
all of them”. This nicely summed up
the mood out on our stall in King-
swood, where the latest by-election is
being held, following the resignation

A father with his child in a push-
chair, asked who he should vote for. It
didn’t take him long to conclude that
he would prefer to stay at home.

Another woman, who also bought

Leaflets publicising the protest by

: the National Education Union and

Even while we were setting up our :
Socialist Party campaign stall, we :
already had people coming up and :
asking to buy a Socialist paper. Our :
‘Tories Out!’ posters always meet a :
good response, and the anti-Tory :
mood has grown particularly reso- :
lute, as a general election gets closer. :
“Who do we vote for?” is a ques- : Manchester - diSIIIay

thusiastic Labour voter is even more :

. and encouragement

Unison - ‘Stop the cuts! Enough is
Enough’ - for the coming council
budget meeting on 21 February went
down well.

MIKE LUFF

@ Didshury,

We enjoyed much support from pas-
sersby, while we campaigned against
the war on Gaza, and for council

: homes with fair rents. The people
We met one man who said he :

who stopped were dismayed at the

: level of violence perpetrated against
cialist: But he supported nationali- :
sation of energy companies, Royal :
Mail, and public transport, and a ful-
ly funded public NHS, saying: “These :
things aren’t extreme, they should be :
¢ ofliving and an end to capitalist war,

This led to a discussion about how :
the bosses wouldn'’t just hand these :
things over, and how the working :

Gaza by the Israeli state, and also the
bombing of Yemen by the US and UK.

A number of young people stopped
to sign both petitions, encouraged by
the thought of an affordable standard

showing a good deal of interest in
joining the Socialist Party.
CATHERINE TRIBUTSCH

Like what you’ve read?

socialistparty.org.uk/subsc

Drag Queen Story Hour

Carnival atmosphere at Swindon
protest to counter far right

MARY QUATE
SWINDON SOCIALIST PARTY

SCOTTHUNTER

¢ That’s what the mob, calling them-
: selves Patriotic Alternative, have

: been bringing to Swindon these past :
Imported outrage, plain and simple. :

few weeks.

We can take heart that even after

. bussing in bigots from all over the
i country, they were only able to find

a dozen people who cared enough to
: spew hatred outside a harmless ‘drag
¢ queen story hour’ theatre event. This
* motley crew were handily outnum-

: bered ten to one by a counter protest,
: including members of our own local
: Socialist Party branch.

Their hate speech would've been

: drowned out by a wave of loud party
music interspersed with chants of
: solidarity, even if any of them had
: enough brains to figure out how to
: work their own megaphone.

: Show of force to take a stand

: Showing up to events like this in
: force, and proving we are willing to
! fight for LGBTQ+ people is impor-
: tant, especially when not even the
: Labour Party is willing to take a stand
¢ for trans rights, or anyone else that is
: being left in the lurch.

The crowd made way to allow the

: drag queen story hour audience ac-
cess to the building, before continu-
: ing the festival atmosphere during
: the event itself. Parents, children,
: and even a drag queen, author and
: performer Aida H Dee, stepped up to
: the mic to thunderous applause.

A splendid time was had by all.

: Well, except maybe a dozen bigots
: with nothing better to do. Hope-
. fully this makes even one of them re-
: think why they’re so eager to blame

downtrodden minorities for all their

. problems.

Southern and South East Socialist Party conference
- confident after growing in new areas

CALLUM JOYCE
SOUTHERN AND SOUTH EAST SOCIALIST PARTY
ORGANISER

¥
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: and south east England - kicked off :
. the new year with our regional con- :
: ference. We had delegates from new :
: areas where the Socialist Party has :
50 Socialist Party members - trade :
unionists, students, and community :
campaigners from across southern :

built groups in the last year, includ- :
ing Hastings, Crawley, Aldershot,
and Guildford.

Socialist Party general secretary
Hannah Sell introduced the first dis-
cussion. She outlined the political
turmoil ahead of us in 2024 - a diet
of war and economic crisis being of-
: fered to the working class in Britain

¢ and internationally.

Hannah also highlighted the sig-

. nificance of the tremendous anti-
(ECEEAR © war movement, and the wave of
. strike action over the last year. This
: shows that the working class is mov-

. ing into action against the continu-

O ing attacks from this rotten capitalist

Help fund the fightback

DONATE

_ socialistparty.org.uk/donate

: system.

After discussing all this, we then

¢ broke into different workshops - on
¢ trade unions, youth, and elections.
: What practical steps do we need to
: take to make sure our socialist ideas
. effectively reach the widest-possible
| * audience.

| : Movements across planet

¢ Finally, Hassan Soweto, from the
: Democratic Socialist Movement - the
¢ Socialist Party’s sister organisation in

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Nigeria - spoke about the huge crises
gripping the planet, but also the po-
tential for mass movements to erupt

in opposition to them, and the grow-
: ing consciousness of the need for a
¢ socialist alternative.

In recognition of our confidence to

¢ go out and build the ideas of social-
¢ ism in our workplaces and commu-
: nities, over £1,100 of donations was
: pledged on the day to help fund our
¢ work, and that of the Committee for
* a Workers’ International (CWI), the
: international organisation that the
: Socialist Party is part of.

Campaign to save Hackney children’s
centres kicks off with protest

This is shortened version of a press
release from the campaign

Parents, carers, and the community : |
gathered together outside Sebright :
Children’s Centre in on 29 Janu- :
ary to protest the proposed closures :
of nurseries by Hackney [Labour] :

Council.

Yulisa Keselman, spokesperson for :
the group, and parent with a child at :

Sebright, said:

“We will do everything to fight the :
decision to close our beloved nursery :
and children’s centre, which is at the :

heart of our community.

Beaten cuts hefore

Natalie Aguilera, a parent with a :
child at Fernbank nursery, who was :
involved in the last campaign to stop :
the closure of Fernbank and Hillside, :

said:

“We are devastated to be here,
once again, fighting to keep these :
vital services that offer a lifeline for :
many low-income families in par- :
¢ these closures - that the community :
clearly rejected only two years ago :
- and to invest in quality, affordable :

ticular, open.

“Unfortunately, just like last time, :
the data and evidence included in :
the rationale for proposed closures is :
incorrect, incomplete and, in places,
actively misleading. The data on oc- :
cupancy rates, that so much of their :
case for closures rests on, is deeply :

flawed.
“Hackney Council has still not pre-

sented a long-term plan to safeguard :
remaining children’s centre nurs- :
ery provision, so we strongly believe :
more closures will follow if we allow :

them to go ahead with these.
We call on Mayor Woodley to stop

This is an edited version of the
Socialist Party leaflet handed out
when Mansfield Labour council
voted for cuts.

After years of past cuts, Mansfield :
District Council’s £5 million more :
cuts in the next three years are :
all to vital services - Shopmobil- :
ity scheme, public toilets in Warsop : .
and Woodhouse, and even grants :
to local community groups provid- :
ing some of the services cut in past :

years!

shopping centres.

Like every other council, Mans-
field has had its money slashed by :
years of Tory government cuts. Our :
taxes have been handed out to big :
business and the super-rich, while :
working-class households struggle to :

pay their basic bills.

The council in Mansfield is run by :
Labour. Mansfield councillors have :
a choice - they can meekly pass on :
Tory cuts, or fight for the money our :

community needs.

Councillors have a choice

Councillors should refuse to vote for :

any cuts, council tax or rent rises,

It will be the elderly, disabled and :
poorest in Mansfield hit hardest. But :
the whole town will be poorer, with :
cuts to the market, events, and floral :
displays that bring people into the :

childcare in Hackney.”
Matt Paul, joint branch secretary

of Hackney Unison trade union, said: :

“Our members make up the ma- E
jority of affected staff. Dedicated to :
. the children they work with and help :
: flourish, the staff - many of whom :
are Hackney residents themselves - :
clearly see the impact of these cuts: :
the personal pain of losing their jobs, :
and the uncertain futures they face, :
: but even more so the loss of such vi-
: tal services to those that need it most. :

Vital services threatened
by Manstield Labour cuts

“That’s why it’s vital that every-

: thing possible is done to protect key
: services for our community like our
: children centres, something we are
¢ not convinced has happened in this
: instance”

Closures will result in the loss of

: 149 council-subsidised places for
i quality, affordable childcare, more
: than 25% of the total currently on
¢ offer at Hackney’s children’s centre
¢ nurseries. Children will not be guar-
. anteed places in another children’s
. centre nursery.

: Staff

. Over 50 children’s centre staff and
. support workers (cleaners, caretak-
: ers, catering staff) across Fernbank
' ¢ and Sebright will lose their jobs
¢ should the centres close. There may
. be further redundancies at the two
: other sites - Hillside and Oldhill -
: where changes to their admission

SAVE OUR SEBRIGHT criteria is proposed.

Hackney Council tried to close

Fernbank and Hillside nurseries

in 2021. But the community led a
successful campaign to stop the
closures.

Chair of Hackney Unison and So-
cialist Party member Brian Debus
said: “Hackney Labour council
should be expanding childcare
services, and sending the govern-
ment the bill!”

® See ‘Labour’s sneaky cuts spark

: mass resistance’ at socialistparty.
: org.uk

Protesting outside Mansfield Labour councll 's cuts meeting

a balanced budget for the next year :
: using the council’s reserves and bor- :
rowing power, and use the time to :
build a campaign with trade unions :
and the whole community to de- :
mand the money needed from cen- :
: tral government. :
¢ Many councils are in financial cri- :
: sis (see ‘Nottingham City Council is- :
: @ Read ‘Lessons from Liverpool’s

sues 114 notice’ at socialistparty.org.

i uk). The Tory government is weak :

or increased charges. They can set : and divided.

Labour councillors could lead a
campaign to speed the end of this
rotten government of the rich. But
Labour under Starmer is making
clear there will be no more money
for our vital services.

If Labour won't fight for us, we
need councillors and MPs who will.

socialist council 1983-87: Councils

: can resist cuts’ socialistparty.org.uk

Corbynistas should stand

MARIAM KAMISH
RHONDDA CYNON TAF SOCIALIST PARTY

strength.

: beyond her own constituency too.
. She describes herself as a ‘socialist!
: The crowd was clearly aware she’d
Corbynista Labour MP Beth Win- :
ter’s ‘Right to Food’ march and rally :
- organised in coordination with the :
local trades union council - drew :
100 people in Pontypridd. Trade :
union flags from Unite, GMB, Bak- :
ers’ Union and the National Union :
of Journalists (NUJ) were out in :
: Labour’ - went down well. A couple

Tony Winter spoke witheringly of :
waving his father off to London in :
1936 on a march just like this. “We :
should not still be doing this in 2024" :

Beth Winter is popular, and well :

been deselected by the Labour Party
in favour of a Keir Starmer stalwart.
We think Beth should stand as an
independent socialist at the next
election.

Our Socialist Party petition on
Gaza - ‘Help us stand candidates
against Starmer’s warmongering

of people donated fivers to support
what we're doing.

“Without a doubt, we need a new
party, one woman told me as she
bought a copy of the Socialist.

Saturday 10th February Birmingham
Birmingham and /Midland institute;
9 MargaretiStreet; Birmingham;|B3:3BS

Liverpool students
welcomed back by
campaigning socialists

DEAN YOUNG
LIVERPOOL SOCIALIST STUDENTS

when many students were not even
on campus yet.

for the ‘refreshers week;, which

: welcomes back students after the
: January exams. On 7 February, we
: will hold an open meeting on the
We have been active on campus :
for the beginning of the second se- :
mester, winning more students and
young workers to the ideas of social- :
ism. We got 15 people to our ‘wel- :
come back’ meeting, a nice surprise :
: voice, defending their interests. Let
. us build Socialist Students for the
We held several campaign stalls :
: voice.

Liverpool City Council struggle from
1983-87 (see socialistparty.org.uk),
and the lessons we can learn from it
for today amidst the pending bank-
ruptcy of over 25 local authorities.
Students need a voice, a socialist

upcoming semester to provide that
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the :

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth
and the means of producing it. This
way of organising society, in which the

pursuit of profit comes before everything

else, causes poverty, inequality,
environmental destruction, wars and
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-

class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives

and livelihoods, and for a socialist
alternative: a society which takes the

wealth out of the hands of the super-rich :

and is democratically run by working-

class people to meet the needs of all not

the profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new
mass workers’ party is a vital part of
the struggle to change society along
socialist lines.

Because capitalism
is a world system, cgh
the struggle for
socialism must also
be international. The Socialist Party is
part of the Committee for a Workers’

International which organises across the :

world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
® A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all,
without exemptions. For the minimum

wage to automatically increase linked to

average earnings or inflation, whichever
is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The
right to flexible working, under the
control of workers not employers. An
end to insecure working, for the right to
full-time work for all who want it; ban
zero-hour contracts.

® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t
afford to pay a real living wage. State
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for
socially-useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to :

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage.

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social
care and childcare facilities into public

ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for

all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels
and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of
early obsolescence - where products
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards
are set by consumers, small farmers, and

all workers involved in the production,
. processing, distribution and retail of food.

: DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

® For united working-class struggle to

- end discrimination on the grounds of race,
. gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all

: other forms of prejudice and oppression.
® Repeal the anti-trade union laws

. and all others that trample over civil

. liberties. For the right to protest and

: to strike! End police harassment. For
the police to be accountable to local

. committees, made up of democratically
. elected representatives of trade unions,
local community organisations and local
. authorities.

. @ For the right to choose when and

: whether to have children - for the right
to access abortion, contraception and

. fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with

: democratic community control and
oversight of emergency funding

. resources. No to racist immigration laws.
. @ Expand democracy. For the abolition
: of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

. and to only receive a worker's wage.

For proportional representation and the
: right to vote at 16.

. @ For the right of nations to self-

. determination. For an independent
socialist Scotland and for a socialist

. Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist
: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

: ® Oppose the dictatorship of the

. billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing

: facilities, radio, TV and social media
platforms. Access to these facilities should
. be under democratic control, with political
. parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
: ® For a new mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

. drawing together workers, young people
and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to
the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

: ® No to imperialist wars and
occupations!

- ® Take the wealth off the super-rich!

. For a socialist government to take

into public ownership the top 150

. companies and the banking system

: that dominate the British economy,

. and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.
- Compensation to be paid only on the

: basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.
: ® Ademocratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of the
. overwhelming majority of people, and in
. a way that safeguards the environment.
: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise
a campaign with European socialists

: and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up
: the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real
collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a
: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
: ® or call 020 8988 8777

: ® ortext your name and

postcode to 07761 818 206

: to find out more today!

. Help fund the fightback!

. DONATE TODAY

socialistparty.org.uk
/donate

A picket line during the mass strike on 18 January PHOTO: MILITANTLEFT

MILITANT LEFT (CWI IRELAND)

Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

the UK left it.

rangement between the two. The EU
required the UK to impose restric-

* unionist

Unionists viewed the ‘hard sea :
border’ arising from these controls :
as posing a major step towards an :
economically united Ireland. North- :
ern Ireland was left behind in the EU :
single market for goods as the rest of :
¢ the challenges of re-establishing the

The hard sea border arrangements :
were the result of direct negotiations :
between the British government :
and the European Commission to :
establish a post-Brexit trading ar- :
: DUP sell-out” banners and posters
: which have gone up across the North.
tions on goods entering Northern :
Ireland to protect the integrity of the :
EU single market. This was because :
there was a risk that goods could :
pass to the Republic of Ireland over :

. the border. Due to commitments in
: the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement,
he decision by the Demo- :
cratic Unionist Party (DUP) :
to re-enter power-sharing ar- : ) . . ) L.
rangements at Stormont, after : A first nationalist first minister

two years of boycott, followed :
claims by party leader Jeffrey Don- :
aldson that he had secured major :
changes to proposed restrictions in :
trade and customs barriers between :

an all-island economy was to remain
frictionless and free.

The 2022 Assembly election, which
followed the DUP walkout of govern-
ment for the first time in the history
of Northern Ireland, returned Sinn
Féin as the largest party - albeit with
political representation
overall narrowly outnumbering that
of nationalists.

The prospect of the first nationalist
leader of the local seat of power in the
103-year history of Northern Ireland
was a factor which acted to deepen

Executive. It is certainly a driving
force for those unionists, a minor-
ity, who are virulently opposed to the
restoration of power-sharing. This is
reflected in the widespread “stop the

For Sinn Féin, and for national-
ists generally, the elevation of the
first Catholic as first minister is un-
doubtedly a historic moment. For
many, it heralds the possibility of

further change to the constitutional :
arrangements - in particular, Irish :
reunification. This aspiration is not :
currently supported by opinion polls :
which show a large majority for con- :

tinued union with Great Britain.

with the same goal.

As part of their strategy to that end,
the party has increasingly swerved to
the right in both the north and south.

When it came to choosing ministeri- :
al positions, the party refused health :
and education and instead chose fi- :
¢ termath, was a driving force. Public :
: further, leading to the one-day coor-
¢ dinated strike on 18 January. At mid-
: night after the strike, UK Secretary
: of State for Northern Ireland Chris
: Heaton-Harris issued a statement
¢ saying that in the absence of political
: agreement he would address ‘pub-
: lic finance’ pressures. The next day,

nance and economy. The goal will be

to project themselves as a ‘safe pair :
i derfunding and privatisation, but the
: Tory secretary of state decided to im-
: pose brutal budgets to force the local
: parties back to the negotiating table.
: While his aim was to use the un-

of hands’ with a view to sweeping to
power in the Republic.

Trade unions driving political
developments

While the parties are fixated on :
questions relevant to the national :

Restored Stormont executive
will not ouercoime economic

— S —— e

question, Northern Ireland’s poli-
tics in recent weeks and months has

workers. For the most part, the politi-

the north by force.

On 18 January, a historic strike ac-
tion - likely the largest since the early
1980s - involving workers across the
public sector, brought the North to a
standstill. More than 100,000 work-
ers, from 15 different unions, par-
ticipated in the one-day strike action
across health, education, civil service

That strike, and those taken by
different sections of the public sec-
tor workforce in the run-up and af-

services have faced decades of un-

ions to squeeze the DUP, the unions
chose to focus their anger on him for

. withhold-
:ing  the
been dominated by the struggle of :
: needed.
cians were at best bystanders to the :
: wave of strike action which has taken

That said, the election of a Sinn Féin :
first minister is likely to challenge that :
situation. Regardless of commitments :
to be a representative of all commu- :
nities in the north, the reality is that :
Sinn Féin is a party fixated on the goal :
of reunification. They will use the new :
position to advance that agenda and :
seek to enter government in Dublin :
: and public transport. The impact was
such that much of the private sector
: was impacted and it took on some
: aspects of a general strike.

: public
: port

¢ which paralysed

: bus and rail services,
i the secretary of state - at

: the request of Sinn Féin - restarted
* multi-party talks before Christmas.
: As a sweetener, he offered £2.2 bil-
! lion extra funding and a guarantee
: that a premium on public funding in
: the region of 24% above the per-cap-
! ita spend in England would be ap-
: plied. Those talks made no progress
: but, as strikes mounted, the offer was
: increased to £3.3 billion - a direct re-
¢ sult of the pressure put on by the la-
! bour movement.

PHOTO: WKNIGHT94/CC

money
Stung by

trans-
strikes

The confidence of workers grew

the DUP leadership moved to indi- :
cate that they were serious about re- :
entering government. The dam had :
. ment. It would be enough to cover
: pay for a few years but, long term,
: the Executive will have to find ways
While the deal is being hailed by all :
sides, the reality is that it will neither
resolve the national question and :
: prescription charges, hiking rates,
nor will it resolve the crisis in public :
: ting rid of free public transport for

Northern Ireland faces profound :
change. Demographically, Unionists :
and Protestants are now a minority.
While nationalists and Catholics are :
also a minority, there is a sense that :
they have the momentum behind :
them. The election of the first nation- :
alist first minister will undoubtedly :
add a further sense of that momen- :
tum, as does the prospect of Sinn Féin :
. more widespread industrial action

Demographic changes coupled :
with the destabilisation arising from :
Brexit, the eclipse of British imperi- :
alism as a power, and the weaken- :
ing of the British economy, are all :
major factors undermining both un- :
ionism and the northern state. That :
said, there is little enthusiasm from :
the ruling class in the south for any :
prospect of reunification. Most obvi- :
ously because of fears of the poten- :
tial backlash from unionists coerced :
: and workers’ democracy.

broken.

Future challenges

sectarianism in Northern Ireland,

services or public sector pay.

being in government in the Republic.

into reunification against their will.

The new
arrangements

ment governing the importation

Northern Ireland,
there will ordi-

ties imposed.

do not ex-

The financial deal offered by the
Tories to the incoming executive is
not consolidated but a one-off pay-

to raise money. Options offered by
the Tories before leaving included
the imposition of water charges,

closing schools and colleges and get-

over 60s. Even taken together, these
are unlikely to bridge the gap. The
prospect is therefore for continued
instability.

What is clear, however, is that
workers who have driven the po-
litical developments have a sense of
their power. That is not going to go
away. It is likely that the next term
of Stormont will be marked by much

and campaigns.

The independent action of workers
and the absence of a political voice
reflecting their demands, has also
raised an awareness among wide lay-
ers of a need for an alternative - that
of the united working class. It is to
that end that socialists are focused. It
is a burning priority to establish such
a political option and to raise within
such a mass party of the class, the
politics of socialist transformation

: accommodate challenges in a very
: flexible manner.

Perhaps the most complex as-

: pect of the deal, and the one with
Claims by the DUP leadership, that :
the deal has got rid of the hard sea :
border are overstated. No funda- :
mental change to the EU-UK agree- :
: While this is not a problem now, as
of goods from Britain to Northern :
Ireland has occurred. However, the :
DUP can certainly point to a series :
of tweaks, all of which will :
mean that, for the bulk of :
goods imported into :
: in Britain which the EU would not
: want subsequently entering the
narily be no :
checks or du- :
: which is a mechanism designed
The  ar- :
rangements :
: is likely to cause a new sea border
tend - for :
the most :
part - to goods :
for industries :
involved  in :
production. Manu- :
facturers based in :
the north importing :
through Britain will have to :
provide disclosure on goods :
which transit to the south. They :
will also have to ensure goods are :
manufactured to EU standards. :
That said, the trade-off for these :
manufacturers is that they will get :
frictionless and tariff-free access to :
both the EU and UK markets - po- :
tentially a very beneficial arrange- :
ment. A similar situation faces :
agricultural producers in the north. :
The deal will also see the EU ef- :
fectively ignoring risks that con- :
sumer goods imported from Britain :
to Northern Ireland, which origi-
nate in free trade deals conducted :
by the UK, may cross the border. :
This in particular was touted as :
a major gain by the DUP leader- :
ship, and may indicate a wider :
willingness on the part of the EU to *

the greatest capacity to cause future
controversy, is the arrangements
to handle future regulatory diver-
gence between the UK and EU.

the UK remains largely tied to exist-
ing EU standards, there is potential
for standards on goods to diverge
over time.

This poses problems for goods
manufactured to those standards

Republic of Ireland. The arrange-
ments provide a ‘Stormont brake,

to be deployed by unionists if they
feel that being tied to EU standards,

arising. Once the brake is deployed
it is then for a joint UK-EU commit-
tee to find a resolution with final
say residing in Westminster.

While the mechanism is clearly
meant to avoid risks of future trad-
ing barriers between Northern Ire-
land and Great Britain - it leaves
open the possibility that a future
UK government might decide to
enforce UK, as opposed to EU,
standards on Northern Ireland - a
situation which might open the
prospect of north-south border
controls. Alternatively, a decision to
enforce the EU standard in North-
ern Ireland would mean a new hard
sea border.

While this might look like a rec-
ipe for difficulty, the UK and EU
authorities both appear intent on
avoiding controversy and are likely
to find compromises to mitigate
the risk of such outcomes. What
is more, it seems more than likely
that an incoming Labour govern-
ment under Keir Starmer may re-
solve such risks permanently with
a decision to harmonise UK and EU
standards into the future.
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Fiction review: ‘Prophet Song’

IAN HUNTER
NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY SOCIALIST PARTY

The annual Booker Prize for fiction :
is often rightly regarded as a pub- :
lishers’ marketing and promotional :
jamboree. It is, however, sometimes :
awarded to some remarkable works :
of fiction. I think this year’s winner, :
‘Prophet Song’ by Paul Lynch is one :

such work.

‘enemies of state’

Prophet £]

Song

: family. Eilish is a research scientist :
: and mother of four (ranging in age
: from a few months to seventeen), :
and Larry, a former teacher who now :
works as a full-time organiser for the :

teachers’ union.

At the beginning of the story, two :
officers of the new police unit call :

at the family’s home one evening to

talk to Larry who has organised a :
: teachers’ union demonstration. The :

The novel, based in the Irish Re- :
public, possibly sometime in the near
future, describes the collapse of a so- :
ciety under a far-right government :
led by a new party called the Nation- :
al Alliance Party (NAP). The recently :
elected government has passed an :
Emergency Powers Act and is deter- :
mined to crush all dissent and oppo- :
sition. To this end, it has established
a new and powerful secret police :
unit, now armed with extensive pow- :
ers to achieve its aims. A nightmarish :
degeneration into societal collapse :
ensues as government officials and :
the administration quickly fall into :
line, and citizens who raise questions
are regarded as ‘incitors, ‘agitators, or :

pressure is on him to call off the ac-

tion, but after much soul-searching :
he decides to continue. He attends :
the demonstration but fails to return :
afterwards and, along with others,
is taken into custody under the new :

emergency powers.

From then onwards, the situation :
descends further into a dehumani- :

sation - a brutal state of confusion

and chaos with further detentions, :
curfews and repressive state actions. :
Eventually rumours of resistance and :
a fightback throughout the country :
are confirmed. Despite some rebel :
success, the situation and outlook :
remains bleak and oppressive as :

trying to navigate ways through all of
this. She has to deal with the effects
on both herself, her children, and her
father’s struggles with Alzheimer’s
: disease. As all around her collapses
: into ever-deeper chaos and social
anarchy, Eilish faces a constant
range of agonising choices, most of
: which give little cause for hope and
possibility.

The author has stated that the book
: took three years to write, and was a
¢ difficult and daunting task. Indeed,
there are parts that are not a comfort-
ing read.

The parallels with many current
issues facing many people and soci-
: eties today are obvious: legislation
restricting protest and debate, curbs
: on trade union activities, crises of
: liberal democracies and capitalism,
economic and social meltdown, far-
right populism, and breakdowns in
civic society.

This is a timely and important
work, which should, and will, cause
many to reflect on the key themes
and harrowing events.

a struggle slowly and stutteringly :

: evolves.
Central to the novel is the Stack :

Eilish has the unenviable task of

: ® Prophet World is available to buy
: from oneoworld-publications.com

Doghrew
charlatans

pint.

¢ harass and abuse female employees
. and generally treat their stafflike dirt.

It comes as no surprise this com-

. pany is now trying to diddle its
: workers out of earnings by cynically
: manipulating differences between
: the ‘real living wage’ as opposed to
: the ‘national minimum wage’ (see
Boarded up and gone without notice :
was how I found the Brewdog bar in :
Brixton last March 2023, a place I oc- :
casionally frequented to sample their :
okay but massively overpriced beer.1 :
suppose we pay for the silly creative :
names rather than the quality of the :
: support the call for a £15-an-hour

Looking for an explanation for :
the sudden disappearance, I turned
to the local press expecting articles :
lamenting the loss of yet another :
drinking establishment in the area. :
Instead, the local press rightly lam- :
basted Brewdog for the corporate :
frauds they really are, masquerad- :
ing as anti-establishment and even :
progressive, while their executives :

‘Brewdog pay cuts - no longer all
about the ‘people” at socialistparty.
org.uk).

Workers and trade unionists
should of course support the Unite
the union challenge to attacks on
their members’ pay at Brewdog, and

minimum wage (as a bare minimum
to live on). But, until Brewdog pay its
staff fairly and resolve this issue I am
calling for an unofficial workers’ boy-
cott of their beer and pubs!

Let them forsake Brixton for some
trendy megapub hell in Waterloo.
For the rest of us, Elvis has left the
building!

ANDY TULLIS, BRIXTON

=

Brewdog bar PHOTO: BERNTROSTAD/CC. [

Tamils protest Sri Lanka
Independ_ence Day

ISAI MARIJERLA

The Sri Lankan government cel- :
ebrated its ‘Independence Day’ as it :
: with our natural allies - which is why
protesters and attacking the rights of :
. ent position and organised a sepa-

Tamil Solidarity has been organis- :
ing protests outside the Sri Lankan :
. We demand:
us, this is not an independence day
. of Terrorism Act’ immediately, and

We condemn the Sri Lankan gov- :
ernment and its continuous vicious
policies of attacking the democratic :
: ® Allow freedom of assembly and

In Britain, other Tamil diaspora or- :
ganisations called the protest appeal- :
ing to ‘his majesty king Charlies III' to :
win our basic democratic rights. We :
fundamentally disagree with this ap- :
proach. No rights were ever just given :
by the capitalist state - they had to be :
fought for and won by the working- :
class masses and youth. For Tamil :
. and health

normally does - repressing peaceful

the Tamil-speaking people.

High Commission - saying that, for

but a black day.

rights of the majority in Sri Lanka.

Solidarity, these are our natural allies.

We have no trust in the monarchy, :
a tool used by British capitalism, :
nor in the right-wing governments, :

SOCIALISM
TODAY

Monthly magazine of the Socialist Party

February issue includes...
® |enin’s legacy - marking 100 years
since his death

® Right-wing conspiracies - Naomi Klein

inside the ‘Mirror World’

® Blairism Mark Il - Starmer will not be a

repetition of Blair
socialismtoday.org/subscribe / 020
8988 8777

® Paper subscription £3 a month,
e-subscription £2.50

—

¢ including the Conservative Party in
: power. Their interests are in direct

contrast to ours.
We need to organise collectively

Tamil Solidarity took an independ-

rate protest.

® Repeal the draconian ‘Prevention

all other oppressive laws
® Drop all charges on protesters
® Release all political prisoners

free speech

® Give back all the land occupied
by the military and government
authorities

® Anindependent war crimes
investigation

® Withdraw troops from all
occupied Tamil areas

® Stop privatisation in education

® Allow the right to self-
determination for the Tamil-
speaking people

India: Protest against
private university bill

SHRAWANI BUWA
NEW SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE, INDIA

cation in India have intensified in

recent years, leading to a surge in :
: with Satyashodhak Bahujan Vidyarthi
: Aaghadi (another student organisa-

private education institutions and
a gradual decline in public institu-

tions. Consequently, capitalist inter- :
ests of the owners of these private :
institutions now exert influence over :
education policies. This influence is :
once again highlighted by a new bill :
related to self-financing private uni- :
versities, passed during the winter :
session of the Maharashtra legisla- :
: acerbates social inequalities, exclud-

tive assembly in December 2023.

Under this bill, students enrolling :
in private universities would no long- :
er be eligible to claim scholarships :
from the state government. This :
: vere implications of such legislation

compels them to pursue their educa-

tion only if they can afford to pay the :
full fees. It is crucial to note that these :
private universities already impose :
: with the district collector, presenting
fordable even for students from mid- :
dle-class families. As a result, this bill :

exorbitant fees, making them unaf-

. effectively prevents the enrolment
: of students from the vast majority of
: working-class families.

Neoliberal assaults on public edu- :
¢ wing, the New Students and Youth

Against this backdrop, our student

Federation (NSYF), in collaboration

tion), organised a protest against the
bill. The event drew attendance from
activists and students across vari-
ous colleges in the city. Participants
expressed their opposition to the bill
by symbolically burning copies, de-
nouncing its malicious motives.
I'spoke to highlight how the bill ex-

ing Dalit and tribal students from the
realm of education. Sachin Bagade,
state president of Satyashodhak Ba-
hujan Aghadi, elucidated on the se-

and called for the repeal of the law.
To conclude the protest, repre-
sentatives of the organisations met

a letter of demands urging the repeal
of the law immediately.

Greek students take to the streets
against uni privatisation bill

TOM GIBSON
LEEDS SOCIALIST PARTY AND SOCIALIST STUDENTS

Last year, the capitalist class in

Greece seemed to be in a secure po- :
lently, and Mitsotakis has resorted
! to smear tactics against the protest-

sition as the incumbent right-wing
prime minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis,

who has been in power since the fall :
of the left-wing Syriza government in :
2019, won the dual elections last May :
¢ of the military junta.

and June by a landslide.

Mitsotakis has maintained a solid :
grip on power. The incompetence of :
. in the hands of the public without
has meant no meaningful parlia- :
: where the main goal is not the capi-

opposition parties Syriza and Pasok,

mentary opposition against him. A

series of ongoing student protests
have provided proof that Mitsotakis :
: cating them, allowing them to pursue
: their passions.

can be opposed.
The main aim of the student pro-

testers is to stop a new higher edu- :
cation bill. Greece, unlike much of :
. their right to be educated. This strug-
system. Even amid all the austerity :
this hadn’t changed, until this year :
when Mitsotakis announced this bill :
to allow private for-profit universities, :
¢ in Britain, we understand the impor-
: tance of the fight for free, public, fully
: funded, fair and student-focused
ket” But the students of Greece have :

Europe, has a fees-free university

putting the system at risk. Mitsotakis
claims that the bill will make universi-
ties more “relevant to the labour mar-

: not taken this lying down, instead
: they have taken to the streets.

These protests have been large,

: mobilising across Greek cities. As

expected, the police has reacted vio-

ers. This brings back memories of the
1973 communist- and socialist-led
student protests that caused the fall

As socialists we call for a higher
education system that is completely

fees or privatisation and fully funded,
talist one of ‘moulding students into
tools of capitalism’ but rather edu-

We stand in solidarity with these
brave protesters as they fight for
gle provides an inspiring example
of students fighting attacks on our

education. As our Socialist Students
conference (see page 11) takes place

education.

Meeting tour: Nigeria - how can the
working class and poor win change?

Leicester

A NIGERIAN SOCIALIST

On 23 January, the Leicester branch :
of the Socialist Party held a public :
meeting to discuss the crisis in Nige- :
ria and how working and poor peo- :

ple can fight for change.

Hassan Taiwo Soweto, a leading
member of the Democratic Socialist :
Movement (DSM) - the Nigerian sec- :
tion of the Committee for a Workers’ :
International (CWI) - led this discus- :
sion on the need to organise political- :
ly to overthrow capitalism and fight :
for a working people’s government :

Trefforest, South
Wales

MARIAM KAMISH
RHONDDA CYNON TAFF SOCIALIST PARTY

You could feel the buzz this past :
week in Trefforest - home to a large :

number of Nigerian students.

It had taken ten days of hard work

to generate, but now people were

talking about our Nigeria meeting, :
advertised on posters around the :

streets.

We'd put a leaflet through every :
door. We'd stood on the university :
! acivil servant” :

A number of Nigerian students :
came into the discussion - talking :
i about the hardships they face in :
. Wales. Part-time work is scarce, irreg- :
ular and ill-paid. The university con- :
¢ stantly hounds them for money. And :
there are almost insurmountable :

gates at lunchtime to talk to people.

On the day, 30 January, 23 filed
into the hall to hear Abbey Trotsky, :
one of the leaders of our sister party :

in Nigeria, the Democratic Socialist

Movement - ten from Nigeria, one :

from Cameroon.

“Nigeria is stupendously rich both :

iC.

=

: armed with socialist programme.
:  In the case of Nigeria, the crisis of :
: capitalism in a neocolonial coun- :
! try presents a horrific situation with :
: extreme mass poverty, skyrocket- :

ing inflation and mass killings and :
kidnappings perpetrated by armed :

bandits.

Poverty has also grown worse with :
: statistics now stating that 12.9% of the :
global population living in extreme :
: able conditions of living - to join and

Amid these crises, there is a bot- :
tled-up anger which was partly re- :
: financial support to the DSM and par-
Tinubu drove in a large convoy in La- :
gos and the crowd chanted “we are :
hungry” Unfortunately, the labour :

poverty can be found in Nigeria.

flected at Christmas when President

: in human and natural resources’, Ab- :
: bey told the meeting, “but instead :
¢ of that wealth translating into a bet- :
: ter life for all of us, it's always been :
: stolen.
i “90% of our income is derived from :
: the sales of crude oil. But it’s in the :
: hands of Shell and Chevron with the :
remnants shared out among their :
: national solidarity of the workers and

“The first thing socialism is go- :
ing to do is take away this source of :
: wealth from the private billionaires :
- nationalise it and put it under dem- :
ocratic workers’ management and :
: control. And not only the oil - the :
banks. With every elected officer to :
receive the salary and allowances of :
! Wales!”

friends.

Soweto speaking at the meeting

: movement in Nigeria has failed to

galvanise this anger and lead the
working class in a struggle for bet-
ter living conditions and a concerted
effort to organise a genuine political
alternative that can challenge the
current ruling and thieving elites.
Soweto concluded his leadoff by
urging the Nigerians present at the
meeting - who have been forced out of
the country as a result of the unbear-

support the struggle to take Nigeria
out of the doldrums by lending their

ticipating in the activities to campaign
for a new mass workers’ party armed
with a socialist programme.

Trefforest meeting PHOTO: MARIAM KAMISH

obstacles to bringing their families
over.

In closing, Abbey told the meeting:
“Rest assured that if revolution was

¢ taking place in Nigeria today, world

leaders would set aside their differ-
ences to ensure that revolution was
crushed.

“To defeat them, we’'d need inter-

the poor across the world.

“That is why we need an interna-
tional socialist organisation. We are
fighting for socialism not only in Ni-
geria, but across the world. That is
why I urge you those of you attend-
ing a meeting for the first time to join
the Socialist Party of England and

After the meeting, Nigerian stu-
dents clustered around the table to
buy the Socialist newspaper. They
lingered outside the hall to chat to
Abbey. Five have been in touch to
say they’re coming to our next local
branch meeting.
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END ISRAELI SIEGE
ON GAZA

Fight far

,-\
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ritish ships and
fighter jets have

striking Yemen.

The Tory government, that has :
spent more than a decade destroy- :
ing our public services, is now fir- :
ing millions of pounds of explosives :

into the Middle East.

Two million Palestinians in Gaza :
from :

face daily bombardment

: Israeli forces, backed by US and :
: British governments. Three million :
, O . . in the West Bank face worsening :
]01ned US forces in : violence and oppression. The UN
: aid agency for Palestinian Refugees
: (UNRWA), responsible for provid-
: ing food, medicine and education :
to six million registered Palestinian :
refugees in camps across the Middle :
East, has had funding suspended by :

the US, Britain and others.

How many more thousands of :
Palestinians and others across the :

: region will die as a consequence?

“The UK and US are steadfast al- :
lies’ Sunak’s Tory government said :
in response to a major US escala- :
tion bombing 70 targets in Iraq and :
: Syria. Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer, :
: whose hero Tony Blair unleashed his :
own murderous horror on the peo- :
ple of Iraq, has not uttered a word of :
criticism. He has already given the :
thumbs up for airstrikes on Yemen :
: and the Israeli siege on Gaza.

The anti-war movement in Brit- :
i ain and internationally already fea- :
. tures in the calculations of global :

WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS »»» see column on p12 uu'

capitalist leaders. Mass protests in :
Britain ousted Tory home secretary :
: and other oppressed nationalities

The movement would be strength- :
ened further if the workers’ and trade :
union movement put its full weight :
behind it. This should include devel- :
oping discussions between workers :
and their trade unions in the arms :
and logistics industries about work- :
. ers’ action against the war.

Itshould also include preparingto :
back candidates in the general elec- :
. in that fight!

Suella Braverman.

tion prepared to fight for workers’

S10P BOMBING YEMEN

PHOTO: NICK CLARE

interests, and stand up against war
and for the rights of Palestinians

worldwide.

Capitalism is a system based on
exploitation of the majority by the
super-rich minority. War and con-
flict is an inevitable consequence of
the bosses’ rule. And it is the work-
ing-class majority with the power to

: bring it to an end.

Fighting for an end to war means
ﬁghting for socialist change. Join us

Ll
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