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e crises for Sunak and the
Tories intensify daily. Tory

MP Dan Poulter, a practising
doctor, has defected to Labour, on
the grounds that the party no longer
cares about public services. “I have :
to be able to look my NHS colleagues :
and patients in the eye’. :

As the Socialist goes to press, heavy losses are expect- :
ed for the Tories in the 2 May local elections. On the eve :
of the election, the Tories announced they were rush- :
ing to deport people to Rwanda, in a desperate move to :
try to shore up support of traditional Tory voters. 21% :
of Tory councillors have told a new poll that they have :
thought of defecting. :

At the same time, the SNP is in collapse in Scotland.

All this increases even further the likelihood of a
Starmer government. But the fact that Poulter was wel- :
comed with open arms by Keir Starmer says all we need :
to know about the character of that government. Poulter :
was a Tory health minister under David Cameron. The :
desperate state of the NHS as it went into Covid, un- :
derfunded and understaffed, while private companies :
sucked the lifeblood out of it through rampant privatisa- :
tion, all existed under his watch. :

Yet Starmer said: “It’s fantastic to welcome Dr Dan :
Poulter to today’s changed Labour Party.’ :

At the same time, protests were taking place in Hack- :
ney calling for the whip to be restored to left-wing La- :
bour MP Diane Abbott. Jeremy Corbyn is still banned, :
along with several others. :

Starmer’s commitments to stick to Tory spending
plans, and shadow health secretary Wes Streeting’s en- :
thusiasm for extending private sector involvement in the :
NHS, underline whose side a Starmer-led government :
would be on.

That’s why the Socialist Party has been part of a :
280-strong stand in the local elections, as part of the :
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC), put- :
ting forward a fighting, anti-austerity, anti-war socialist :
stand and arguing the case for pro-worker candidates to :
stand in the general election. :

A workers’ list of candidates, especially if a number :
were elected, could apply big pressure to a Starmer gov- :
ernment. The announcement on nationalisation of the :
railways shows why it is so important that the trade un- :
ions mount serious campaigns, demonstrating their de- :
termination to fight for their members both industrially :
and politically. :

This issue of the Socialist was produced before the lo- :
cal election results were known. But what is clear is that :
working-class people need to get ready to fight for our :
interests, no matter what. :

Read more about all these issues inside:

WHY THE SOCIALIST PARTY

STANDS AS PART OF TUSC p6-7

S, S Last push: Vote for change in PCS!

The elections for the national leadership of the PCS union close

on 9 May. Striving to win a leadership that is prepared to fight
in the interests of members no matter who is in government
could not be more important. A fighting leadership in PCS
could have an effect throughout the trade union movement.
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“The philosophers have only
interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”

Karl Marx

Sunak’s Rwanda deportations - a desperate attempt to stay in power
Fight for jobs, homes and services for all

fter two years of back and

Bill has passed into law.

The Tories are facing electoral :
annihilation and have no improve- :
ments to working-class living stand- :
ards on offer. So instead, we have this :
Bill expressing their desperation and : p

divisiveness.

Just days before local election :
polling day, Tory prime minister Ri- :
shi Sunak made his announcement :
that the process of picking up asy-
lum seekers around the country for :
deportation to Rwanda would start :
immediately. Asylum seekers pre- :
senting at immigration centres may
be placed in detention centres in :

preparation for deportation.

Once again, people fleeing desper- :
ate situations, prepared to put their :
lives at risk in dangerous boats at the :
hands of people smugglers to do so, :
are being used as political footballs. :
The Tories are the ones to blame for :
the state of the country - allowing :
their fat cat friends to leech their :
profits out of everything - not asylum :

seekers.

Starmer much different?

1

Keir Starmer says he will reverse the :

Rwanda scheme. But his policies on :
immigration are not that far differ- :
ent from the Tories. In fact, he attacks
Sunak for spending “hundreds of mil- :

lions of pounds for nothing in return”
and for not deporting enough people.

While many might have hoped the :

Lords’ interventions would improve

things, the reality is that none of us :

can rely on big business politicians
of any stripe.

: the Tories.

FEER IR =

forth between the House :
of Commons and House of :
Lords, the Safety of Rwanda :
(Asylum and Immigration) :

The NHS and other services are in :
crisis, there is an enormous housing
crisis and people are still queueing :
at food banks. Starmer pledges the :
: same ‘tough choices’ on spending as :

:  We cannot wait for any of the capi- :
. talist politicians to ensure there are :
enough jobs and homes and ser- :
: vices for all who need them. In the :
! same way, we cannot wait for them :
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to provide genuinely safe passage for :
people fleeing wars, environmental :
and economic crisis, or persecution. :
Nothing they propose will really pre- :
vent desperate people falling victim :
i to people smugglers. :
The Tories and Labour cannot be :
: ple. One that will fight for domestic
Activists will be organising actions to :
try to stop flights taking off and trade :
unions should discuss what role they :

trusted with our lives and livelihood.

\REFUGEE RIGHTS m\“
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Refugee Rights banner SENAN

can play in helping to build effective
mass action that can push the gov-
ernment back.

But importantly, we don’t want a
party that is just not as bad as the To-

! ries, we want a party that represents

the interests of all working-class peo-

and foreign policies to improve the
lives of all, including investing in
jobs, homes and services for all.

Socialist Students sends solidarity to college protests in the US against war on Gaza

Readers will have seen the threats of exclusions and violence
against student anti-war protesters on university campuses in ‘
the US. Joe Biden, Democratic Party incumbent in November’s
presidential elections, has condemned the protests as

antisemitic. He is desperate to end the protests which are

putting pressure on his hopes of re-election.

As even the Washington Post recognises: “The president

won young voters by huge margins in 2020 and is looking to
replicate that in November with voters under 35, especially

in swing states. But Biden’s campaign faces a challenge as

it seeks to avoid alienating young and progressive voters
demanding an end to the war, as well as independent voters
and moderate Republicans, many of whom support continued

military aid to Israel.”

Socialist Students, which organises on campuses in England,
Wales and Scotland, sends solidarity in the statement (right).
Socialist Students has been organising action against the Israeli
state terror since October, demanding an end to the siege of
Gaza and the withdrawal of the Israeli military.

Socialist Students members stood as anti-war, anti-

cuts candidates under the Trade Unionist and Socialist
Coalition emblem in the 2 May local elections, alongside
hundreds of trade unionists, socialists and anti-war
campaigners. This TUSC stand is a step towards building
a working-class political alternative to the pro-war parties
- desperately needed here and in the US. LENSHALL o

Socialist Students sends our solidar- :

¢ student activists and forcibly break
' ity to the thousands of students oc- :
: cupying universities across the US
! against the ongoing onslaught on :
. Gaza.
We condemn the brutal police
: suppression of these protests, and :
. note the rotten role played by uni- :
. versity executives and pro-capitalist :
: politicians who have encouraged :
: these attacks on students and staff.
: It is not only in the US where stu- :
: dents have faced repression for :
: protesting in solidarity with the Pal- :
: estinian people.
: In the UK, the Tory government :
. has given universities the go-ahead :
: to suspend students and student so-
: cieties protesting against the slaugh- :
i ter in Gaza, like at SOAS university '
¢ in London. University bosses have :
¢ hired private security firms to spy on :
: ® To read the text of a leaflet given
. out by socialists in the US see ‘US

. Campus protests | It’s not a crime

: to oppose genocide and war’ at

: www.socialistworld.net

up protests. At Queen Mary Universi-
ty, management authorised security
to raid the campus office of the Uni-

¢ versity and Colleges Union (UCU).

To defend against attacks on our
safety and right to protest, students
need to be organised. We need our
own democratic organisations,
which link up with the workers’

: movement and fight back on all the

issues affecting students - including
the war on Gaza, but also the cost-of-
living crisis, student housing crisis,

¢ and cuts to staff.

If you want to organise a protest
against the brutal onslaught on Gaza
and defend students against the
ramping up of repressive measures
on campus, then get in touch with
Socialist Students. ”

Join the student flghtback

JOIN m%‘)-

socialiststudents.org.uk/join

NATIONALISATION BACK ON THE AGENDA
BUT UNIONS MUST ORGANISE AND FIGHT

: no money. Several strike days later, :
a number of them coordinated with :
: other unions, the government in- :
. creased its pay offer. :
¢ The Tory government made con- :
cessions under pressure from the :
working class. A Labour govern- :
ment will face pressure too, includ- :
. ing from the expectation of millions :
that things have got to be better than :
under the Tories - regardless of how :

SGCiﬂliSf
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WHAT WE THINK

Daily Mirror welcom- :
ing millions into news- :
agents and corner shops on 25 April. :
“It's about time!” will have been the :
response from a large proportion of :

abour: We'll nation- :
alise rail in five years’, :
was the headline of the :

those who saw it.

Talbot steel furnaces by September.

versal Service Obligations.

The trade union leaders should be
piling in through the door demand- :

ing nationalisation.

Starmer-led government

Starmer could be in Downing Street

before the Port Talbot furnaces are

closed and Royal Mail is sold. Re- :
nationalisation could be decisive in :
saving thousands of workers’ jobs, :

pay, terms and conditions.

“We support [Royal Mail] rena- :
tionalisation and it’s Labour Party :
Conference policy’, Communication :
Workers Union (CWU) general sec- :
retary Dave Ward told the CWU Post- :
al Industrial Sector Conference, the :
same day shadow transport secretary :
Louise Haigh was doing her media :
rounds. But he then went on to say: :
“But Labour's frontbench says there :
is no money for it. So we need a new :
model of ownership as a step towards :

renationalisation”. That’s wrong.

Most CWU members won'’t accept :
that the existing owners - who car- :
ried out attacks on trade union rep-
resentatives during the 2022 strike, :
with something like 400 suspended :
from work - deserve a penny, if Royal :
Mail is brought into public owner- :
ship. The Socialist Party would agree: :
compensation should only be paid :
on the basis of proven need - to safe- :
guard workers’ pensions or small :
shareholdings. We don’t need to ac- :
cept Labour’s argument that ‘there is :

no money for it!

And anyway, many trade union
activists know from experience that :
whether there is money or not to :
meet workers’ demands isn’t a sim- :
ple mathematical calculation. The :

strike wave is a case in point. The

Tories refused to even meet educa- :
tion union representatives to discuss :
pay in January 2022, saying there was :

many times and in how many differ-
ent ways shadow chancellor Rachel

Reeves tells us that Labour won't be :

spending much money.
These are the arguments that Dave

Ward should be stressing, making it :
. clear that nationalisation is possible :

Keir Starmer’s Labour leader- :
ship has opened the door to public :
ownership just a crack. The wreck- :
age of privatisation disaster lies just :
behind. On the same day as shadow :
transport secretary Louise Haigh was
making her media rounds, bosses at :
Tata Steel dismissed unions’ propos- :
als to prevent closure of both Port :

if it is fought for, not looking for alter-
natives to it - before Starmer is even
in Number Ten.

Nationalising rail?

Labour’s rail renationalisation plans :
also have serious limitations: it :
doesn’t include public ownership of :
rail freight or rolling stock, and the :
: last operator contract to expire won’t

Royal Mail faces a buy-out by a :
Czech vulture capitalist billionaire :
and workers face ongoing attacks to :
terms and conditions, tied up with :
the undermining of Royal Mail’s Uni- :

do so until October 2032, for exam-

ple. But that shouldn’t be seen as the :

end of the matter.

As Mick Lynch, the RMT general :
secretary, said in response: “This :
: announcement however should be :
a first step to completely integrating :
all of our railway into public owner- :
¢ ship.” But that’s got to be fought for, :
¢ including at the ballot box. :
! Haigh told media that Labour’s :
plans would not necessarily mean :
: cheaper fares. She also refused to :
commit to meeting the demands of :
train drivers in the Aslef union who :
are striking again on 7-9 May in their :
¢ long-running dispute. On day one of :
a Labour government, it would find
itself presiding over the eight train :
operating companies already in pub- :
lic ownership. Aslef leaders should :
be preparing the members for a bat- :
tle with a Starmer government to :
meet the unions’ demands immedi- :

ately on taking office.

Starmer’s purge of Jeremy Corbyn- :
supporting MPs and activists from :
the Labour Party is part of a process :
of trying to insulate the Labour lead- :
¢ ership from working-class pressure :
- to remove any figure who they fear :
could be particularly susceptible to :

it.

Working-class action

But events and class forces can push :
all sorts to do all sorts of things. In :
1971, against the backdrop of devel- :
oping workers’ militancy, the grow- :
ing demand for a general strike in :
opposition to the anti-union Indus- :
trial Relations Act, and with workers :
in the Upper Clyde Shipyards strik- :
: ing and occupying, Rolls Royce was :
nationalised by a Tory government :
within a week of its bosses threaten- :

ing closure.

Socialist Party members are fight- :
ing for the trade unions to continue :
: to prosecute their struggles for pay :
rises and against other attacks, who-
ever is in government; countering :
the arguments being made by some :

CWU Royal Mail strikers outside Buckingham
Palace during the strike in 2022 J0SHASKER

: trade union leaders against taking
: action at this stage because of the
. expectation of a Labour govern-
: ment. On the contrary, the only
: sure way of compelling an incoming
: Starmer government to concede to
our interests is to prepare for seri-
: ous action.

As the Socialist goes to press, the

¢ result of the North East Mayor elec-
! tion on 2 May is not known. But in
: that election Jamie Driscoll, barred
: from Labour candidature by Starm-
i er’'s machine and standing as an
: independent, was endorsed by the
: RMT.

Why not take the next step and

: prepare a list of workers’ candidates
: for the general election, backed by
: the trade unions? That could in-
¢ clude Jeremy Corbyn, who has also
¢ won RMT backing to stand as an in-
: dependent, and others too.

Even just a handful of MPs form-

: ing a workers’ bloc in parliament
: would be a huge source of uncom-
: fortable working-class pressure on
a Starmer government. It would
¢ act as a lightning rod for all those
: whose experience of a Labour
: government in power is leading
: towards the conclusion that the
1 working class needs its own mass
! party, with a programme of demo-
: cratic socialist public ownership
: that could really break the power
: of the capitalists over the economy
: and society.

-

Do you agree? w
JOIN SOGHIIls!

SOCIALISTS %U

socialistparty.org.uk/join

£50,000

The Socialist Party is preparing

our general election campaign,

with a target of raising £50,000
to contest 30-40 seats - paying
the £500 deposit and minimum

£750 for an election mailing.

We will be standing:
championing the idea of a
new mass workers’ party;
popularising the idea of
nationalisation; bursting the
myth that it is unaffordable by
calling for compensation only
on the basis of proven need;
and explaining the need for
democratic workers’ control and
management.

We will be fighting for a
socialist programme, including
the nationalisation of the top
150 companies and banks

so a democratic plan of
production can be drawn up to
meet the needs of all and the
environment.

How much can you contribute
towards our target?

Pledges to be made by the end
of June, and paid by the end of
July

©® Email isai@socialistparty.org.
uk with your pledge

® Donate: www.socialistparty.
org.uk/donate

£40,000

£30,000

£14,042
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Humza Yousaf resigns - Scottish

government crisis deepens

Build a new workers’ party

with a socialist programme

SOCIALIST PARTY SCOTLAND

ing to stop the rot. It :
is not even certain :
that Yousaf will lead the party into :
the general election.” Socialist Party :
Scotland’s Scottish Perspectives doc- :

he election of Humza
Yousaf as first min- :
ister has done noth- :

ument - February 2024

The political crisis that was trig- :
gered by the decision to remove the :
Scottish Greens from government :
last week has now led to the resigna- :
tion of Scottish National Party (SNP) :

first minister Humza Yousaf.

After just over a year as party lead- :
er, Yousaf resigned before facing a :
confidence vote in parliament that :
the Scottish Greens refused to back :

him in if he remained in post.

Yousaf’s replacement is unclear. :
Former SNP leader and deputy first :
minister John Swinney, who is very :
likely to stand and will be the fa- :
voured candidate of the SNP leader- :
ship, and Kate Forbes MSP are being :
touted as possible alternatives. What :
is clear is that the political crisis, re- :
flecting this era of acutely volatile :
capitalist chaos, is not over, no matter :

who becomes the new first minister.

An early Scottish general election :
- not due until 2026 - is also possible :
as the SNP try to stagger on as a mi-
nority government. A lot will depend :
on who the new SNP leader is. The :
Scottish Greens will almost certainly :
refuse to support someone like Kate :
Forbes. As finance secretary her post- :
covid budget delivered huge cuts to :
public spending and her focus was :
on the needs of big business not the :
working class. She also opposes LG- :
BTQ+ rights and a women’s right to :

choose.

In power at Holyrood for 17 years, :
the SNP had two leaders for 16 of :
those - Alex Salmond and Nicola :
Sturgeon. Now they are facing hav- :
ing to elect their third leader in just :

13 months.

From one of the most successful :
governments in Europe, the SNP are
now competing with the Tories at :
Westminster for instability, splits and :

short-term leadership stints.

At root, as we explained in our :
statement when the power-sharing :
agreement was collapsed by Humza :
Yousaf, the crisis is rooted in declin- :
ing support among the working class :

in Scotland.

Years of cuts budgets, clashes :
with workers taking strike action for :
pay rises, and pro-capitalist poli- :
cies generally have exposed the SNP :
leadership. The Scottish Greens have :
offered loyal support to the SNP for :

most of the past decade.

Humza Yousaf
PHOTO: SCOTTISH
GOVERNMENT/CC

: Gone are the days of ‘peak’ SNP. :
: The 2015 general election saw the :
: nationalists win 56 of the 59 MPs in :
: Scotland. Then the SNP were widely :
i perceived as an anti-establishment :
. party that had faced down the capi- :
. talist establishment during the 2014 :
: independence referendum. :
¢ Today, current polling points to :
. dozens of SNP losses in the West- :
: minster elections. With Labour likely :
i to make significant gains - albeit :
¢ with little to no enthusiasm among :
: workers for the Tory-lite Starmer :
: alternative. :

: Independence
: The now defunct power-sharing :
: agreement with the Scottish Greens :
: allowed for a majority “pro-inde- :
: pendence government at Holyrood :
. after the 2021 election”. A new inde- :
¢ pendence referendum was promised :
: by Nicola Sturgeon, then SNP First :
: Minister.
:  But the SNP and Scottish Greens : It was working-class struggle that de- :
: carried out retreat after retreat on the : :
: issue of indyref2, the fight for a new :
: referendum on Scottish independ- :
: ence, since. The refusal by the Tories :

at Westminster to allow a new vote, :
and the ruling of the UK Supreme :
Court that Holyrood could not legis- :
late for a referendum, was met with

quiescence.

The building of a mass working- :
class campaign to demand the dem- :
: ocraticright to decide from the Tories :
was anathema to both partnersin the :
Scottish government. And how could :
it be otherwise, given the SNP and :
Scottish Greens, support for a nego- :
tiated agreement with the capitalist :

elite for the break-up of the UK.

i Asthe cost-of-living crisis erupted, :
. Scotland witnessed the largest strike :
. wave by trade unions in three dec- :
ades. In the vast majority of cases :
workers demanding pay rises were :

striking against SNP politicians.

From council workers to teachers, :
college workers to NHS staff, mas- :
sive strike ballots for action, often
followed by strikes, piled enormous :
¢ pressure on the Scottish government. :

livered concessions.

The Scottish TUC has calculated
that workers won £3 billion extra in :
pay and pensions during the strike :

: wave by taking or threatening ac-
: tion. It was that power and the need
. to build mass struggle that shows the
: way forward in dealing with the capi-
: talist crisis as well as the struggle for
: democratic rights in Scotland.

Splits and membership losses from

the SNP have also been a reflection

of their declining base of support, as
well as divisions over how to take
the struggle for independence
forward.

The creation of new party
Alba by Alex Salmond was
an example of this. But in-

creased tensions inside the

SNP - including over hav-

ing the Greens in govern-
ment - were also evident in
the leadership contest to re-
place Nicola Sturgeon in 2023.
Yousaf only won by 52% to 48%
over Kate Forbes.

Salmond has attacked the Scot-

: tish government, and especially the
. Scottish Greens, for its commitment
: to divisive identity politics over is-
¢ sues like self-ID for trans people.

But Alba also use the politics of

: identity and add fuel to the so-called
¢ culture wars by arguing that women'’s
: rights and the rights of trans people
. are in competition with each other,
: something that Socialist Party Scot-
: land rejects. A mass struggle of the
1 working class and the building of a
: political voice can fight for the rights
¢ ofall as part of the fight for socialism.

As we argued when this latest crisis

. began, and have done consistently,
: the building of a working-class po-
: litical alternative is vital. That should
i and must come from the trade un-
. ions playing a central role in forging
: that alternative - a new mass work-
: ers’ party with a fighting socialist
! programme.

: ® Read analysis on the collapse of
i the Scottish government and the

. Greens at:

: socialistpartyscotland.org.uk
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Members sayit’s time for change in PGS

Vote Marion Lloyd for PCS president and the team of candidates for change in the
national and group elections

PCS MEMBER

change PCS into a genuinely
fighting, democratic union.
Supporters of the PCS Broad Left

from across the union.
Members are currently voting in a

and we face a general election.

be an opportunity to plan a fight-

back: placing clear demands on :

Keir Starmer to commit now to a

privatisation in the civil service, and

: gearing up for action to press for
: those demands.

ctivists in the Public and :
Commercial Services Union :
(PCS) are campaigning in :
the leadership elections to :

But to achieve that, we need a
fighting leadership.

The current leadership is in the
includes the ‘Left Unity’
election leaflet

candidates standing against them,
declaring they are “for a fighting and
democratic PCS’”.

But everywhere we go, members

: tell us they feel badly let down. We
national pay ballot, the Tories have :
just threatened to cut 70,000 jobs, :
¢ leave the union.
PCS conference in May should :
: that the national union isn’t inter-
i ested in their issues. Reps who are :
: victimised feel unsupported.
10% pay rise and real steps towards :
pay restoration, and to end cuts and
. leadership wasted three months

have constant conversations with
members who say they are about to

Members in smaller sectors feel

Many are increasingly angry at
the outcome of the 2023 strikes. The

: after massive ‘yes’ votes before call-
. ing any national action, then when
: the government offered a one-off
: £1,500, they cancelled the strikes,
: reballots and strike levy. In the sum-
: hands of the ‘Democracy Alliance; :
* which
: grouping. Their
. brazenly adopts the slogan of the :
Network (BLN), in which the Social- :
ist Party participates, are standing :
alongside a wide range of activists :

mer, members voted to “continue the

: campaign” but there’s been no cam-
: paigning since.

Vote ‘yes’ in the pay ballot and vote

for aleadership that is up to the chal-
: lenges we face.

: ® Vote Marion Lloyd for PCS

: president and the candidates for

: change for the National Executive

: Committee (NEC) and DWP

: and HMRC Group Executive

: Committees. See the full list of

¢ candidates at socialistparty.org.uk/

: PCScandidates2024

® Return president and NEC ballot

: papers in the post by 7 May to be

: counted by the closing date of 9

i May. The online elections for Groups
. close on 16 May.

Marion Lloyd responds to Tory threat
of more civil service job cuts

PCS members and their families will be furious
at the threat to 70,000 civil service jobs made
by Grant Shapps. This is a cynical attempt by the
Tories to attack our hardworking members to
justify increasing defence spending. We, along
with all other workers, kept things going under

Covid.

Another reason to get rid of this Tory
government after 14 nightmare years for

working people!

PCS must respond firmly, including a demand
that Labour immediately commits to ruling out
such an outrageous job cull in the event of them

winning the general election.

PCS members
working for Border
Force on strike at
Heathrow Airport
SOCIALIST PARTY

Tata Steel confirms death hlow at Port Talhot!

Strike to fight the jobs massacre - Nationalisation not devastation

ALEC THRAVES
SWANSEA SOCIALIST PARTY AND SWANSEA TRADES
COUNCIL

even months of fruitless ‘ne-
gotiations’ between the steel
unions and Tata’s deaf, bru-

tal and intransigent bosses :

have resulted in the widely
expected rejection of both the Unite
and the Community/GMB alterna-
tive proposals to retain primary steel
making at Port Talbot.
With a shrug of his shoulders, Tata

Steel’s billionaire managing direc- :

tor, TV Narendran, claimed the un-
ions’ proposals were ‘unaffordable,
and that Tata would proceed with its
original plans to close both furnaces
and the ‘heavy end’ of production by
September, with the loss of at least
2,000 jobs, resulting in the social and
economic devastation of the local
communities.

Unite members have already vot- :
. ed in support of industrial action, to :
: save all jobs at the plant, and Com- :
 munity, the largest steel union, is in :
: the process of balloting its members, :
. alongside the smaller GMB union, :
: with the ballots closing on 7 May. :
Tata is attempting to further in- :
: crease pressure on the workforce by :
. announcing the opening of a vol- :
: untary redundancy scheme from 15 :
: May, with enhanced payments of- :
: fered to those who do not participate
! in any industrial action. :
A report in ‘Mint, an Indian busi- @ %5
: ness and financial newspaper, high- :
: lighted the contempt Tata has for the :
: steel unions. They commented that :
. discussions will continue with the :
: unions over the next two weeks to try :
: and reach a ‘Memorandum of Un- :
: derstanding’ over the future ambi- :
: tions of the business and the impact :
- of the restructuring on employees!

London WC1R 4RL

2\ Nationalsho
"3)> SteWAPdsnetwark

NSSN conference 2024

Saturday 22 June 11am-4.30pm

Tories Out - fight for a
workers’ manifesto!

Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, Holborn,

Get all the latest union news... shopstewards.net

with the
NSSN bulletin

i e

Steel workers protesting, supported by Swansea Tra(ié;- B
Council and Socialist Party members SOCIALISTPARTY WALES

This type of deliberate misinfor- :
mation has been regularly used by :
Tata to try to sow confusion and de- :
: moralisation among steelworkers.

¢ Urgent task
¢ In reality, the urgent task over the
: next two weeks will be the prepara- :
¢ tion, plans and strategy by the three :
¢ steel unions for united industrial ac- :
: tion to save the plant.
i Unite General Secretary Sharon :
. Graham has responded to Tata’s
: dogmatic proposals by warning that :
¢ Unite “will be using every power at :
: its disposal and will not be so easily :
. defeated. Its plans will be answered :
. with industrial action”.
' After Keir Starmer announced the :
: effective renationalisation of passen- :
¢ ger rail, this was immediately taken :
. up by steelworkers and their sup- :
: porters as the only realistic option to :
. save the plant and all the jobs at Port :
: Talbot.
: Comments on our Socialist Party :
¢ campaign stall included: “We have :

: whopping £127 billion of our taxes.

voted for industrial action, which is :
great, but industrial action for what :
outcome? To put more pressure on

Our union leaders should demand :
that Starmer commits to nationalise :
Tata immediately on taking office,
and that’s our only hope of giving :

: confidence to members to reject the :

redundancy bribe and guarantee our
jobs for the future!” :

Another said: “Remember that the :
last Labour government in 2007-08 :
bailed out the billionaire bankers,
which cost working-class people a

So why can’t we spend £12 billion to :
save our steelworkers?” :

Those comments highlight the :
willingness to fight to save steel but :
also the demand for a political inter- :
vention by a Welsh-led Labour gov- :

¢ ernment and a ‘soon-to-be’ Labour :

government in Westminster.
The most serious industrial action :

is now necessary to combat Tata’s
ultimatum of primary steel destruc-

: tion and job losses, which must be
: Tata to change their minds? That's a :
¢ sick joke! To get other private/public :
: investors to take over? No chance!

supported by the whole trade union
movement, including mass mobi-

: lisations on the first day of strike

action.
This industrial action has to go

¢ hand in hand with the political pres-

sure that will be necessary to de-
mand nationalisation of this ‘critical’

. manufacturing industry.

The Tata announcement means
this really is crunch time to save steel
and the demand for ‘Nationalisa-

! tion not Devastation’ can unite steel
: workers and communities for an his-
: toric victory!

® May Day rallies and march

. in support of the steelworkers,

organised by the trades councils:

® Cardiff rally and march: 12 noon,
Saturday 4 May, top of Churchill Way
at Queen Street, CF10 2GR

® Swansea rally: 12noon, Saturday

: 4 May, Castle Square, Swansea, SA1

1DW
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ON THE DAY THIS ISSUE OF THE SOCIALIST
HITS THE STREETS, MILLIONS OF VOTERS
WILL BE GOING TO THE POLLS IN LOCAL
AUTHORITY, MAYORAL, AND POLICE AND CRIME
COMMISSIONER ELECTIONS. IS THE SOCIALIST
PARTY STANDING CANDIDATES?
ocialist Party candidates are
standing as part of the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coa-
lition (TUSC). TUSC is an
electoral coalition which was
co-founded by the late Bob Crow, :
then general secretary of the RMT :
transport workers’ union. Its prima-
ry goal is to enable trade unionists, :

community campaigners and social- :
ists to stand candidates against pro- :
austerity establishment politicians. In :
the elections taking place on 2 May, :
TUSC is standing 280 candidates. :
That means there is a TUSC candidate :
in 10% of the council seats available, :
making it the sixth biggest party con- :

testing these elections.

SO TUSC IS GAINING GROUND. ARE YOU
SUGGESTING IT COULD SOON WIN A MAJORITY
IN NATIONAL ELECTIONS?

No of course not, it is gaining ground,
but obviously TUSC is not going to be :
able to form the next government! Itis :
pretty clear to everyone that Starmer’s :
New Labour is going to win the gen- :
eral election; or, to be more accurate, :
is going to come to power as the least :
benefiting :
from voters’ visceral need to punish :

unpopular alternative,

the Tories.

But it is also certain that Starmer :
will lead a government that defends :
the interests of the super-rich and :
the capitalist class. The ex-Tory health :
minister, Dan Poulter, can safely cross
over to the Labour benches confident :
that, “thanks to Keir Starmer, Labour :

has changed fundamentally. The La-

bour Party of 2019’ as he accurately :
declared, “has been consigned to :

: Fighting for

The crushing of Corbynism within :

: the working
hold on the party of the Starmerites, :
: class to

ain can currently see no prospect of : =
a mass party that fights in their inter- : have its own
ests. Changing that situation is a key :
task facing the workers' movement. : .
: partyisan
important lever to fight for steps in :

. important
: part of all of
: our work

history.”
the Labour Party, and the strangle-

means that the working class in Brit-

TUSC is not a mass party but it is an
that direction.
BUTTHE SOCIALIST PARTY COULD FIGHT FOR

THOSE STEPS WITHOUT BEING PART OF TUSC,
COULDN'TIT?

Of course we could. Fighting for the :
working class to have its own inde- :
pendent party is an important part of :
all of our work. In the trade unions,
for example, our members have been :
campaigning for unions to stand and :
back candidates outside of Labour who :
fight in their members’ interests. In the :
RMT transport workers’ union we ini- :
tiated a motion - passed unanimously :
at the 2023 annual general meeting - :
to support Jeremy Corbyn if he stands :
as an independent. Members of ours :
also initiated a proposed amendment :
to the Unite union’s rules at the 2023 :
rules conference, which would have
allowed the union to support non- :
Labour candidates. The conference :
didn’t pass our motion this time, but
we were central to making sure the is- :

sues were debated in the union.

These are just two of numerous ex- :
amples of our campaigning to raise :
this issue in the trade union move- :
ment. This is probably the single most :
important part of the campaign for a :
new mass workers’ party. The trade :
unions, currently with 6.25 million :
members, are the most powerful :

| WHY THE SOCIALIST PARTY STANDS AS PART OF TUSC|

annah Sell answers questions on this important issue

In the past, another party which :
: ultimately failed - although it had far :
: more initial success than Transform :
: - was Respect, the party under which :
: George Galloway was previously :
: twice elected as an MP, first in Tower :
! Hamlets and then in Bradford. How- :
: ever, on neither occasion did George’s :
: victory lead to the consolidation of a :
¢ base or the building of a stable organi- :
: sation. Early gains - 12 councillors in :
. Tower Hamlets and five in Bradford :
: - evaporated. :
: The initial victories were based :
: primarily on Muslim voters who :
| : had broken with New Labour over :
/|, i the government'’s
/| : in Iraq. This was potentially a huge :
. : step forward, but for it to have been :
"%t consolidated would have required :
- ! Respect acting as a bridge to draw :
: angry Muslim workers towards see- :
{ing their common interests with :
: other sections of the working class. :
: On that basis Respect could have
: sped up the development of a mass
: democratic workers’ party. However, :
: instead, Respect did declare itself :
: ‘the alternative! It had a very top- : :
: down structure. Trade unions could : class havmg
: donate to it, but had no say over its :
¢ decision-making.
¢  Today, Starmer’s support for the : .
. Israeli SS,’tate’s onslaught on Gaza has : is that party
: again driven many Muslim voters :
to breal'< w1th Labour, this time even a socialist
: before it is in government. Coming :
: on top of Blair’s crimes in office, plus :
: the experience of Labour councils im- :
: plementing austerity over recent dec- : .
ades, Muslim voters’ anger at Labour of this rotten
: is the deepest it has ever been.
:  That anger was reflected in the im- :

: portant victory for George Galloway : system, and

: and his current party, the Workers : the building of
: Party, in the Rochdale by-election, :
: and it is probable that some of their :
¢ candidates in the current local au- : that really does :
: thority elections will also make break-
: throughs. It is very positive that the :
: Rochdale victory has helped to raise :
: confidence in the possibility of build- :
: ing a left alternative to Labour. How- :
: ever, capitalising on that will require :
: developing a different approach to :
: the one taken by the Workers Party up :
: until now. :
:  For example, the Workers Party :
: calls for unions to stop funding La- :
: bour, butif a union’s members were to :
: vote to do so and instead start funding :
: the Workers’ Party, the union would :
¢ currently have no means to take part :
: in the party’s decision making. This is :
: despite the fact that its membership :
: would - even with the smallest unions :
1 - dwarf the current membership of :
¢ the Workers Party. :
: It would not, for example, have :
: had any means to scrutinise the de- :
. cision to back Rabina Asghar, a Lib- :
: eral Democrat council candidate in :
: Rochdale, as she was “best placed to :
: get Labour out’; even though the Lib- :
: eral Democrats, part of a government :
: coalition with the Tories from 2010- :
: 15, are just another pro-capitalist :

‘Socialist Party general secretary H

: workers’ organisations in existence : =
¢ in Britain. The strike waves that swept :
Britain in 2022-23 gave a glimpse of 3
: workers’ potential collective power. : ¥
: The trade unions currently have no :
! political voice, but when two key trade :
: union leaders, Mick Lynch, general
. secretary of the RMT, and Dave Ward, : |
: general secretary of the Communi- : ||
: cation Workers Union, launched the :
: Enough is Enough campaign at the :
height of the strike wave, half a mil- :
: lion people joined very quickly. That :
¢ shows how rapidly a workers’ party :
. based on even sections of the trade :
! unions could grow. Unfortunately, :
: because itwasn’t anew party, Enough :
: is Enough has fizzled out.
{  We are also campaigning for activ- :
: ists in the Gaza movement to enter :
. the electoral arena on an anti-war, :
: anti-austerity programme.
:  And of course, we could do all that :
: and more, including standing in elec- :
: tions ourselves, without being part of :
: TUSC. But, in our view, it is far more :
: effective if we also work as part of :
. TUSC. TUSC is a banner under which :
: any trade unionist who agrees that :
i the workers’ movement needs to start : |
¢ standing its own candidates can put :
: that into practice by standing them- :
: selves. So can anti-war activists, com-
: munity campaigners and others.

independent

All who want to stand under the

: TUSC banner have autonomy to run :
: their own campaigns. The only provi-
: sion is that candidates are expected :
: to endorse the TUSC core policy plat- :
¢ form for the relevant election. TUSC :
: acts as an umbrella to coordinate the :
: work of different organisations and :
. individuals who want to contest elec- :
: tions on a socialist platform. :

BUT WE ARE ALWAYS BEING TOLD THAT ‘ONLY

. UNITED PARTIES WIN ELECTIONS’. HOW CAN YOU
: HAVE SUCCESS WITH THAT KIND OF FEDERAL

: APPROACH? :
: We might be told it, but actually itisn’t :
! true even for capitalist parties. The :
: Tories were hardly united when they
: won the 2019 election, for example. :
: And historically a federal approach :
: has been crucial to the development :
. of working-class political representa-
: tion in Britain. :
:  The Labour Party came into being :
: based on important sections of the :
: trade union movement, along with
! socialist organisations, who saw the :
: need for independent working-class :
: politics. It was a federation - until
¢ 1918 individuals could only join via :
: one of the affiliated organisations. In :
: fact, at first it had an even more ‘free :
: and easy’ approach than TUSC has to-
. day. Affiliated organisations were “left :
: free to select their own candidates :
: without let or hindrance, the one :
condition being that, when returned
! to parliament, the candidate should :
: agree to form one of the Labour group :
¢ there”
{  TUSC is actually a little more cen- :
: tralised than that. It has an all-Brit- :
i ain steering committee made up of :
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: members of the national executives of :
: trade unions (all sitting in a personal :
! capacity at this stage), plus repre-
: sentatives of the different constituent :
: organisations, and of the individual :
¢ independent socialists who support
: TUSC. The steering committee has to :
. authorise election candidates and op- :
: erates ‘by consensus, meaning that if :
: any of its constituent parts is opposed :
! to making a particular decision, it is :
. able to block it.
:  The case for taking a federal ap- :
proach, broadly similar to that taken
: by the early Labour Party is, in our :
. view, crystal clear. It allows different :
: workers’ organisations and campaigns :
. to collaborate together around a com- :
* mon goal. It is that approach that has :
: allowed TUSC to achieve 280 candi-
¢ dates in the current local elections.
: That is modest, but it is on a much big- :
¢ ger scale than other electoral forces on :
: theleft that have chosen to stay outside :
¢ of the TUSC ‘umbrella. TUSC has been :
: able to identify 62 council candidates :
. that fall into that category.

WHAT ATTITUDE DOES TUSC TAKE TO THOSE
: OUTSIDE ITS ‘UMBRELLA"?

: TUSC seeks to collaborate with all :
¢ forces who stand anti-austerity candi-
¢ dates in elections, including those cur- :
: rently outside of TUSC. For example, :

in February of this year, TUSC initiated
a ‘convention to organise a working-
class challenge at the general election’
It was attended by 12 different cam-
paign groups and socialist organisa-
tions, and agreed that “A joint election
challenge should attempt to contest
enough seats (98 candidates appear-
ing on the ballot paper with a common
name or variants of it) to reach the
broadcasting authorities ‘fair media

¢ coverage’ threshold.”

Representatives of two of the parties
present - Transform and the Workers’
Party - abstained because they want-
ed to prioritise building their own
profile which, they felt, meant stand-
ing under their own name. Since then
TUSC has proposed to both that they

: register joint descriptions with TUSC

so that they could stand, for example,
as Workers Party - TUSC, enabling
them to keep their own identity and
to aid getting a workers'’ list of candi-
dates over the ‘fair media coverage’
threshold in the general election.

: They have declined to do so. None-
theless, the Workers Party has observ-
¢ ers on the TUSC steering committee.
¢ In addition, both have participated in

the process TUSC initiated where pro-
posed candidates from each organi-
sation are circulated in order to try
and avoid clashes wherever possible.
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SO THE SOCIALIST PARTY WANTS TO
COLLABORATE WITH ALL THOSE FORCES
STANDING WORKERS’ CANDIDATES, INSIDE AND
OUTSIDE OF TUSC?

austerity, anti-war programme as an
important step towards the working

towards the much bigger tasks of our
cialist transformation of society.

are uncritical of the other left forces

be summed up as a ‘united front’

at this point in time. Nonetheless,

rately”

: independent Marxist programme -
: but “strike together” at the ballot box
i - wherever possible under one ban-
: ner, and if not by maximising elec-
Of course we do! Like all other organi- :
sations on the TUSC steering com-
mittee, we could have blocked TUSC'’s :
collaboration with other groups, but :
instead we are enthusiastically in : SOWHAT CRITICISMS WOULD YOU HAVE OF
favour. We see workers’ candidates : OTHER FORCES? THAT THEY AREN'T IN TUSC?
standing in elections on an anti- :
: vital, issues on which we disagree
: with others on the left. On this ques-
class having its own political voice. :
That in turn is a small but crucial step :
: with a few thousand members or even
class successfully carrying out the so- :
: crisis of working-class political repre-
However, that does not mean we :
: steps forward by the broader working
standing in elections. Our attitude to :
this work, and also our work in the :
trade unions and other fields, could :

toral collaboration with other forces
- is a good summary of our approach
today.

Of course there are many, in our view
tion, one of the most immediate is the
repeated tendency of small forces,
less, to claim to be ‘the solution’ to the
sentation, rather than fighting for real
class.

Claiming to be the mass party for
the working class does not make it

: so! None with this approach have
approach. When Leon Trotsky put :
forward the united front tactic in the :
1920s and 1930s he was talking about :
mass forces, with hundreds of thou-
sands of members. Clearly that is not :
the case with any of the forces stand- :
ing workers’ candidates in elections :
: they were not able to stand a single
the basic approach of “march sepa- :
- that is, argue for our own :

succeeded in making a qualitative
breakthrough, and many have rapidly
disappeared. Transform, which was
founded in November 2023, appears
at risk of being the latest to become
no more than a memory, soon after
being founded. To our knowledge,

candidate in the local elections, for
example.

warmongering :

The working

its own party

: is vital, but so

adopting

programme for
the overthrow

. capitalist

a new society

: meet the needs :
of the many not :

the few

party. Individuals, of course, can
: take big leaps forward in their po-
htical understanding, but that is not
the same as the accountability that
comes from participation in a work-
ers’ organisation.

Nor would an affiliated union have
any say over the recent decision of
: the Workers Party to stand Rizwana

¢ Karim, who joined the Workers Party
: on 3 March, against the Labour left
: MP John McDonnell in Hayes and
: Harlington. This is not an approach
: which can succeed in consolidating
: a significant stable base in the work-
: ing class. If the Workers Party is seri-
: ous about using its general election
: challenge to give a voice to the work-
* ing class, it should, for example, call
: a meeting with workers representing
: trade union organisations in McDon-
: nell’s constituency to discuss whether
¢ or not a candidate should be stood
: against him.

So to conclude, we do not see TUSC

: as the ‘finished product’ or ‘the alter-
: native! However, TUSC has been able
: to work solidly for 14 years to take for-
: ward the fight for working-class po-
: litical representation exactly because
: it is based on collaboration - working
: together on the basis of consensus.

The other vital approach of TUSC is

: summed up in its name: it is a Trade
: Unionist and Socialist Coalition. For
i ten years the RMT had official rep-
: resentation on the TUSC steering
* committee. That meant that RMT
: members could be confident that
i TUSC would not take any decisions
: that the RMT was opposed to.

: AND WHAT NEXT?

: We are continuing the fight to get a
: workers’ list for the general election.
: There is the real prospect of getting
. at least a small bloc of MPs elected,
¢ including Jeremy Corbyn, that could

help prepare the ground for a new

party.

TUSC itself is not the finished prod-

: uct, but the TUSC ‘umbrella’ approach
¢ is likely to remain applicable for any
: new mass broad force, at least at first,
: justas it was for the early Labour Party.
¢ A party’s structure ultimately reflects
¢ its political basis. Any new mass party
: will inevitably have a wide range of
different views within it, not least on
: how socialism can be achieved. In fact,
¢ part of the role of a new party will be to
: debate those issues. Its organisational
¢ structure will need to reflect that. That
: is different to our democratic structure
¢ in the Socialist Party, which reflects

our high level of political cohesion.
For Marxists, it is vital to take part

. in the struggle for the working class
: to develop its own political voice.
: There were alleged Marxist organi-
: sations that stood aside from that
. struggle during the pre-history of the
: Labour Party, like the Social Demo-
cratic Federation, with 10,000 mem-
: bers at its peak. They considered this
: central struggle of the working class
irrelevant, and as a result became

completely irrelevant to the working

! class.

But of course, while we fight for

: every immediate step forward for
the working class, we don’t leave it
: there. The working class having its
: own party is vital, but so is that party
: adopting a socialist programme for
: the overthrow of this rotten capital-
: ist system, and the building of a new
: society that really does meet the
: needs of the many not the few. At
: all times, the Socialist Party seeks to
: win workers and young people to our
: programme for the socialist transfor-
¢ mation of society.
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the :

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth
and the means of producing it. This
way of organising society, in which the

pursuit of profit comes before everything

else, causes poverty, inequality,
environmental destruction, wars and
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives
and livelihoods, and for a socialist
alternative: a society which takes the

wealth out of the hands of the super-rich :

and is democratically run by working-

class people to meet the needs of all not

the profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new
mass workers’ party is a vital part of
the struggle to change society along
socialist lines.

Because capitalism
is a world system, cgh
the struggle for
socialism must also
be international. The Socialist Party is
part of the Committee for a Workers’

International which organises across the :

world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
® A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all,
without exemptions. For the minimum

wage to automatically increase linked to

average earnings or inflation, whichever
is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The
right to flexible working, under the
control of workers not employers. An
end to insecure working, for the right to
full-time work for all who want it; ban
zero-hour contracts.

® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t
afford to pay a real living wage. State
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for
socially-useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to :

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage.

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social
care and childcare facilities into public

ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for

all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels
and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of
early obsolescence - where products
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards
are set by consumers, small farmers, and

all workers involved in the production,
. processing, distribution and retail of food.

: DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

® For united working-class struggle to

- end discrimination on the grounds of race,
. gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all

: other forms of prejudice and oppression.
® Repeal the anti-trade union laws

. and all others that trample over civil

. liberties. For the right to protest and

: to strike! End police harassment. For
the police to be accountable to local

. committees, made up of democratically
. elected representatives of trade unions,
local community organisations and local
. authorities.

. @ For the right to choose when and

: whether to have children - for the right
to access abortion, contraception and

. fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with

: democratic community control and
oversight of emergency funding

. resources. No to racist immigration laws.
. @ Expand democracy. For the abolition
: of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

. and to only receive a worker's wage.

For proportional representation and the
. right to vote at 16.

. @ For the right of nations to self-

: determination. For an independent
socialist Scotland and for a socialist

. Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist
: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

® Oppose the dictatorship of the

. billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing

: facilities, radio, TV and social media
platforms. Access to these facilities should
. be under democratic control, with political
. parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
: ® For a new mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

. drawing together workers, young people
and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to
the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
. ® No to imperialist wars and
occupations!

- ® Take the wealth off the super-rich!

: For a socialist government to take

into public ownership the top 150

. companies and the banking system

: that dominate the British economy,

: and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.
- Compensation to be paid only on the

. basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.
: ® Ademocratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of the
. overwhelming majority of people, and in
. a way that safeguards the environment.
: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise
a campaign with European socialists

: and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up
: the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real
collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a
: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
i ® or call 020 8988 8777

: @ ortext your name and

postcode to 07761 818 206

: to find out more today!

. Help fund the fightback!

. DONATE TODAY

socialistparty.org.uk
/donate

Universities and Home
Office threaten deportation
Nigerian students demand justice
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MARIAM KAMISH
RHONDDA CYNON TAFF SOCIALIST PARTY

South Wales, Trefforest - and across
the UK - face a stark funding gap.
Thanks to the economic crisis in Ni-
geria, the money they had saved and
borrowed back home, to pay their

tuition fees here, has lost two thirds
: sity should not be run like a busi-
: ness. Wherever you come from, join
: the fight to kick out the market, and
¢ bring back free education.

off from IT resources and my online :
classes. And I've had aletter from the :
‘Nigerian students face deportation
. but Surrey students win reprieve’ at
: socialistparty.org.uk

people unable to sleep, skimping on :
food, moving out of their housing to :
camp on friends’ floors. Reportedly, :

of its value in the last year.

The university is showing little
sympathy. One student said: “If I
can’t pay my fees, they say I'll be cut

Home Office. They say if I'm not a
student, they’ll deport me.”
The stress and lack of money has

a number are sleeping in the library.

Socialist Students demands that

the university:

® Agrees no exclusions for students
who can’t pay

® Extends the payment period

® Allows students to pay at the old
Naira rate of N584.20

It had been hard to generate inter- :
estin a fightback. Then, news came of
the partial victory at the University of :
Surrey - and the mood rose. Socialist :

Campaigning on campus PHOTO: MARIAM KAMISH
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: Students set up a campaign stall, and
. started taking names and publicising
: an organising meeting.

Nigerian students at the University of :
: positive response from the student
union, and interest from lecturers’
! union UCU. On 3 May, we'll be tak-
: ing this campaign to the vice-chan-
: cellor’s office.

Within a few days, we've had a
Socialist Students says a univer-

® Read what we’re saying -

Join the student
fightback: join...

secialis by,

® Visit socialiststudents.org.uk/join
® or call 020 8988 8761

® or text your name and school,
college or uni to 07749 379 010
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Aslef strikes:

Fighting to keep hard-earned conditions

CATHERINE CLARKE
SOUTHAMPTON SOCIALIST PARTY

Aslef members are now in their 21st

month of action, with action 7-9 May. :
¢ (available in case a driver is absent)
: the new terms say you must be

. available four hours before and after
: the normal shift, rather than the

: present two hours

terms and conditions. Behind the :

Strikers in Southampton told us
that the main reason the strike has
been prolonged is due to the train
operating companies’ (TOCs) deter-
mination to dismantle the drivers’

employers stand the Tories and the
Department for Transport (DfT). The
government has refused to sit down
and speak to the union representa-
tives, and no formal discussions have
been held for a year.

ers continue to provide an extra £54
million a week to keep the trains

this money goes to the train drivers!
since 2019.
So where does the money go? Well,

we know the profits of the rolling

to £409.7 million. The companies are
based in China, Canada and Luxem-

large profits each year.
Train drivers told us they were

: they will not be forced to relinquish
: hard-earned terms and conditions,
: fought for and won over decades. At-
. tacks include:

® Ifyou are a stand-in driver

® Ifyou are given 36-hours’

: notice that you need to start work
: at another depot - which from

¢ Southampton could be Bristol

: or London - you will no longer

: be funded to get there or for an

: overnight stay

The employers state that taxpay- :
: to have alife outside work! By smash-
: ing terms and conditions, we are
moving since Covid. But none of :
: ily life. The only real answer to these
The drivers have not had a pay rise :
work to be nationalised, and demo-
¢ cratically run and managed by the
: working class (see page 3).

stock companies trebled in 2022-23, :
¢ each year to keep their heads above
! water.

bourg. All the private TOCs make :
: sage bap, Southampton Northam
¢ branch!

willing to accept a 6% pay rise, but *

Working-class people are allowed

destroying our civil society and fam-

continuous attacks is for our rail net-

Workers should not have to strike

Thank you for the amazing sau-

Solidarity always!

Barts NHS workers strike again: ‘Unity in standing up for

pay equality’

Unite members at Barts Health

Trust in East London have voted in a
reballot to continue strike action for
the Covid lump sum they have been
denied. In 2022, these workers fought
successfully to be brought back into the
NHS from private sector employers,
and they demand to be treated the
same as other NHS employees.

ARSHAD AHMAD, UNITE HEALTH AND SAFETY
REP ATWHIPPS CROSS HOSPITAL, PART OF THE
TRUST, SPOKE TO THE SOCIALIST.

: vote. Our dedication and unity in :
: standing up for pay equality, justice, :
: safer staffing levels, and fair treat- :
. ment is truly commendable. :
It is evident that our commitment :
' to putting patients first is unwaver- :
: ing. Our hard work and sacrifices :
¢ during the pandemic showcase our :
¢ dedication to providing the best care
¢ for patients. It is unacceptable that :
¢ we feel victimised, discriminated :
against, and have not received the :
! recognition and support we deserve :
. tice and fair treatment, our voices are

¢ - especially those in the departments

I extend my heartfelt congratulations :
to all Unite members at Barts Trust :
for the resounding success in vot- :
ing for industrial strike action and :
achieving a remarkable 98.11% ‘yes’ :

of portering, domestic, security and :
catering who did not receive the :
: unheard.

The disparities and inequalities :
we have faced are unjust and must :

lump sum during the pandemic.

be addressed. Our demands for safer
staffing levels, fair treatment, and
equality in the workplace are not

¢ only justified but essential for creat-

ing a supportive and equitable work
environment.

I'would also like to extend my con-
gratulations to the Unite members in

. the West Midlands Dudley hospitals

for their successful campaign. Their
dedication and determination are set-

: ting a powerful example for all of us.

As we continue our strike for jus-

strong. Together, we will make a dif-
ference, and our demands will not go

Stay united, stay strong, and con-
tinue to fight for what we deserve!

Leicester NHS workers
fighting on for back pay

STEVE SCORE
LEICESTER SOCIALIST PARTY

Health Care Assistants in Leicester
Hospitals are part way through their
announced ten days of strike action so
far, demanding back pay they’re owed.
They have already won a re-band-
ing for most staff, and the hospital
trust has accepted that they were
underpaid for the work that they do.
However, management has not been
prepared to pay sufficient back pay to
recognise theyears of underpayment.
The picket lines are big and lively,
getting honks of support from motor-
ists. The action has brought a whole
new layer of people into activity.

“We are fighting for our back pay and
against basically unfair treatment.
Yes, we have been moved to Band
3. But we're still fighting because we
want six years of back pay when we
worked above our band. We were on
Band 2, but our duties were Band 3.
We were working above our pay.’
UNISON STEWARD KATARZYNA KRSYSZTOFIK

Usdaw delegates discuss a Starmer government

SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS IN USDAW

The Activist bulletin, produced by :
Socialist Party members in retail and :
distribution union Usdaw, hosted its :
biggest fringe meeting yet at Usdaw’s :
Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM). :
Over 25 delegates and conference :
“What :

attendees came to discuss

can Usdaw members expect from a :

Starmer-led government?”

duced the discussion.

The impending general election :
and the likelihood of a Keir Starmer- :
led Labour government has been the :
backdrop to the ADM, with numer- :
ous propositions placing demands :

onsuch a government.

. Starmer has retreated on, such as :
: free school meals, removing the two- :
child benefit cap, and tackling the :

climate crisis.

reflected in the

Morrisons.

Poulter’s record as a health minister

: tion we will be in a stronger position.
Some delegates who were Labour :
Party members reflected the desire :

of many trade union members just to :
see the back of the Tories, stating we :

had to get them out first, then worry : §
: about what sort of Labour govern- : |

There is a lack of confidence that : :
Starmer would be prepared to take :
on profiteering bosses, including :
the private equity owners of Asda :
: and Morrisons,
¢ various strikes taking place at Asda, :
: GXO in Swindon and potentially :

Iain Dalton, a Socialist Party mem- :
ber and conference delegate, intro- :

ment we would get. :

But others pointed out that voter :
turnouts have been low and that cre- :
ates space for other political forces to :

¢ fill the vacuum, including the right- :

populist Reform UK. This is one rea- :
son why the Socialist Party argues for :

: trade unions to back candidates who :
One delegate reported that Tory : :
i defector Dan Poulter was his local :
MP. He found out Poulter had been :
welcomed into Labour while at the :
conference, and was shocked, given
: bour government. If we are clear we :
implementing the Tory Health and :
¢ Social Care Act.

These include calling on a Labour :
government to enact policies which :

support their policies. :

Tain concluded that we have to fight :
for Usdaw to adopt the policies our :
members need and place demands :
on Starmer now, in advance of a La-

are prepared to back those up with ac- :

And if there were trade union- :
backed candidates, such as Jeremy :

Corbyn, other banned Labour MPs, :
and trade unionists, standing in the :
: elections, that would also be an im- :

portant lever on a Starmer-led La- :
¢ wordpress.com

bour government.

Meeting attendees show solidarity with
the GXO strike in Swindon SOCIALISTPARTY

® Areport of the debates at the
ADM will be carried in a later issue
of the Socialist.

® See more at usdawactivist.
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TV review:

‘Defiance - Fighting the Far Right (1976-1981)

ARTI DILLON
SOUTH EAST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

1970s London and Bradford.

‘Swamping’
Using interviews, archival and re-

cent footage, lead activists share :
their experiences of the period. This :
is contextualised with montages of :
headlines of how we were ‘swamping’ :
Britain. It highlights the way the boss- :
es use the media to whip up racism :
¢ Asians, challenging the dominant no-
were also simultaneously inviting :
migrant workers to fill gaps in work- :
forces, often offering lower wages and :

and division. At that time the bosses

conditions.

The infamous ‘Rivers of Blood’

speech, delivered by Tory MP Enoch :
Powell in 1968, opposed to immigra-
tion, was part of the backdrop to the :
events covered. So too the emergence :
of Thatcher as Tory leader in 1975, :

1

AIIURN
DACE
v LONG?

*

: and a Labour government carrying :
: out attacks on workers’ living stand- :
. ards during a period of economic :
Defiance is an inspiring and moving :
three-part documentary. It focuses on :
working-class community responses :
to the racist National Front (NF) in :

crisis.

Episode one starts with the rac- :
ist murder of teenager Gurdip Singh :
Chaggar in Southall 1976, and details :
: the openly racist and dismissive re-

Scenes from the series remind me :
of staying in Southall, West London :
with my nan and other Punjabis. In :
contrast to the ‘Black Country’ where :
I was born, where racist abuse was :
more overtly hostile - shooting out :
of mouths like bullets - Southall was :
different. As a kid, seeing others take :
action taught me that nothing stops :
or changes without us taking action, :
however traumatic the circumstances. :

ent sentences.

Courageous youth

police and establishment.

one-day general strike in Mumbai.

The show is more than just nos-
talgic reminiscence. It is relevant to
today.

Sunak, Priti Patel, Suella Braver-
man, and Labour Mayor of London
Sadiq Khan protect and advance the
interests of the capitalist class. The

: bosses continue to incite racial ten-
sponse from the police. Those finally :
prosecuted faced only relatively leni- :
: NHS and other services. They are
: more than willing to exploit racism to
: divide and brutalise already under-
Those seeking justice were only :
heard after a major demonstration :
and other actions across Southall. :
On one level the programme shows : Sunak
the courageous actions of the youth :
organising protests. It also shows the :
: different strategies being put forward. :
: Some leaders of the Indian Workers' :
¢ Association (IWA), for example, at- :
tempted to hold back the community :
response with the view that they had :
to ‘cooperate’ with the openly racist :
: right mobilisations and community

Defiance digs into some of the hid- :
den history of working-class South :
: Ali (1978) and Blair Peach (1979).
tion of ‘shutting up and putting up’ :
Strategies used in the struggle for In- :
dian independence, rather than Gan-
¢ dhi’s non-violent version, included
* widespread industrial action. One :
example was in the 1946 Mumbai :
mutiny by Royal Indian Navy sailors :
- Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs - which :
involved 20,000 sailors and included a :
: racism’ at socialistparty.org.uk

sions by blaming refugees and mi-
grants for the lack of council housing,

resourced communities as a means to
maintain their system.

That we have a South Asian prime
minister and senior Tory politicians
like Priti Patel pushing forward bru-
tal racist rhetoric shows that focusing
on ‘representation’ doesn’t provide
a means to change society, or end
the racism rooted and used within it.
Parts two and three cover further far-

responses, including the Battle for
Brick Lane, and the murders of Altab

The struggles shown in Defiance
have lessons for today, of the impor-
tance of independent, democrati-

: cally elected anti-racist organisations

based in communities, and with the
involvement of trade unions.

® Read ‘Black Workers’ Charter
2023: a programme for fighting

Defiance - Fighting the Far Right CHANNEL4/ROGAN
PRODUCTIONS/GROUPM MOTION ENTERTAINMENT/LEFT HANDED FILMS
} 5 "
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Coventry - Labour

councillors heckle call for
anti-war, anti-cuts vote

ADAM HARMSWORTH
COVENTRY SOCIALIST PARTY

ing across Coventry. When he began

candidate...” he was shouted at by the

the local elections!

dates. This was met with applause and
cheers from most of the crowd.

Straight after Dave, the Foleshill

: Labour councillor up for election
: this year spoke, trying to defend her
Socialist Party member Dave Nel- :
list told hundreds of protesters that :
there are anti-war candidates stand- :
¢ who had stewarded the protest, who
saying: “In Foleshill, the best chance :
for a victory in the council elections is :
Ferhan Azad Kiani, the independent :
: Betrayed
couple of Labour councillors present. :
The councillors were at their first pro- :
test, coincidentally one week before :
¢ especially in the city’s Muslim com-

Dave continued, condemning the :
Labour council for its recent auster- :
ity budget, and calling for a vote for :
Ferhan, and the 16 Trade Unionist :
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) candi- :

record, insisting she is doing every-
thing she can to stand up for Gaza as
a councillor. After her was a speaker

repeated the call for a vote for Ferhan
and TUSC.

There has been rising anger at Labour
in Coventry over its backing of the
Israeli state’s assault on Gaza. Many,

munity, have felt betrayed by the La-
bour Party.

The outburst by Labour council-
lors on this protest shows that they
fear their base of support is eroding,

. where Labour once took votes for
: granted.

London - more anger at

Sunak and Starmer

DARA FITZGERALD
WEST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

The 13" national demo calling for

marched from Parliament Square

name’”.

: only had the effect of contrasting
: themselves negatively against the
* number of supporters of stopping the
: war.
a ceasefire, demanding that the UK
stop arming Israel, took place in cen- :
tral London on 27 April. Thousands :
: ple looking for alternatives. Reaction
to Hyde Park, right outside the halls :
of power, loudly saying: “Not in our :
: widespread.
Buses ferried people from across :
the country to show their support. A :
very small counter-demonstration at :
Pall Mall was largely ignored. They :

Socialist Party signs could be seen
all along the route, and copies of the
Socialist were snapped up by peo-

against the awful positions of both
Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer was

® Read what we say - ‘Working
class can transform volatile Middle
East’ at socialistparty.org.uk

-t
o

Campaigning with Nadia (second left)

HANNAH SELL
SOCIALIST PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY

team of Socialist Party members

whereas Labour’s were nowhere to be
seen.

Door to door

that “the rest have all been useless, so

ing what you can do”.

Everyone else, however, has al-

: ready experienced what Nadia can
: do in her campaigning, alongside :
had the privilege of being one of a :
¢ her local community. “Look how her
based in London, who headed to :
Southampton on 28 April to lend :
a hand in Nadia Ditta’s election :
campaign in Bevois ward. Through- :
out the streets of Newtown, Nadia’s :
local community, there were pink :
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali- :
tion (TUSC) posters in windows, :
. struggle.

others, against cuts and closures in

standing up for us has saved the Ven-
ny [children’s playground], and im-
agine what she’ll be able to do once
she is on the council’, was a constant
refrain.

All, however, recognised that Na-
dia didn’t save the playground on her
own. She was part of a community

They understood that if Nadia is

: elected on 2 May, she will be able to
: bring their working-class commu- :
Nadia took me door to door, asking :
the residents to explain to me, as gen- :
eral secretary of the Socialist Party, :
why they were voting for her. One :
man was more cautious. He explained :
: town, and that will continue what-
we are giving you a chance, and see- :
. told me how they had answered back

nity’s fight into the council chamber.
But success will come from the mass
campaigns she gives voice to.

The momentum of her campaign
has already given confidence to New-

ever the result. Local people proudly

001 T “Socialist Nadia gives us avoice’

when Labour canvassers dared to
¢ knock.

Some scornfully told me how La-

: bour had recently spent a tiny bit
: more in the area, cleaning up the
: playground, for example. “But that
: shows they had the money all along,
: and have only done it because of
¢ Nadia”

: Labour too late

: Another young woman derided La-
: bour telling her that they now sup-
: ported a ceasefire in Gaza. “You are
: 35,000 dead too late’, she told the
: canvasser.

Others applauded Nadia’s socialist

: policies, praising us for fighting for
: a £15-an-hour minimum wage, and
¢ rights at work. It was only one after-
! noon, but it gave a glimpse of how
: taking the fight for socialism into the
: council chambers, and parliament,
: will hugely raise the confidence of
: working-class people to fight.

East Midlands conference
Socialist Party inspires amid capitalist crisis

KAREN SEYMOUR
MANSFIELD SOCIALIST PARTY

and public meetings.
Against the backdrop of a cost-of-

Party national treasurer, introduced

¢ the first discussion, an overview of
: the capitalist crisis in Britain and
: worldwide.

An inspiring film was shown at our :
East Midlands Socialist Party confer- :
ence, which highlighted the region’s :
record, such as anti-cuts campaigns, :
supporting workers on strike, anti- :
war demonstrations, campaign stalls,
: also outlined the prospect for this
: to continue under a Keir Starmer :
living crisis, low economic growth : :
and productivity, and workers ex- :
pected to pay the price for capital- :
ism’s failure, Isai Marijerla, Socialist :
: highlighting our achievements in

Starmer

Isai painted a picture of a chaotic
system that breeds war, poverty and
exploitation, and which serves the
elite at the expense of workers. She

government.

With a general election looming,
Seamus Smyth introduced a discus-
sion on building the Socialist Party,

: building our membership, raising
: fighting fund, and supporting picket
. lines.

Isai spoke about the work of the

! international organisation to which
: the Socialist Party is affiliated, the
¢ Committee for a Workers’ Interna-
: tional (CWI), which is celebrating
:its 50th year (see socialistworld.
! net), building support for world

socialism.
Our general election appeal raised

£1,107. One comrade, who claims
. benefits, donated £100. We all left
: feeling motivated, determined and
: energised.

West London socialists discuss
-‘why do we say what we say?’

NEAL JEFFERY
WEST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

areply, are a great way to learn.

approach.

front page.

: letting us know how the Socialist’s ed-
: itorial team decided the content and
: layout. Everyone in the meeting was
I always look forward to our weekly :
Socialist Party branch meetings. This :
is a time to catch up with other mem- :
bers, discuss the past week, and the :
plan for the next. An introductionona :
topic, with questions, discussion, and :
¢ ing important issues in a way that will

At our last meeting, West Lon- :
don Socialist Party member Mark :
Best, part of the editorial team on :
the Socialist paper, tried a different :
: meeting, as often as you can. It is cru-

Everyone was given a different copy :
of the front page of the Socialist from :
the last year or so. We read the lead :
article, looked at the layout and head- :
lines, the sub-headlines, and gave our :
personal appraisal of the particular :

. your meetings

Mark replied to our comments,

fully involved in the debate.

This was a great way to discuss the
Socialist paper, an invaluable tool for
members, as well as how it presents
to the public. I learnt a lot, and now
understand more the work of present-

capture the reader’s attention.
I think this approach could be tried
in other Socialist Party branches.
Most of all, attend your local branch

cial to your political development, as

well as the best way to support the
party moving forward.

Tell us about

.@ )
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Come to a Socialist Party meeting near you

The Socialist Party has regular meetings in towns and cities across the coun-

try. If you would like to participate:
® Go to socialistparty.org.uk

® Or text 07761 818206 with your name and postcode.

JOE FATHALLAH
CARDIFF WEST SOCIALIST PARTY

100 counter-protesters gathered in the

village of St Athan in the Vale of Glam- :
organ, in opposition to a planned :
demonstration by far-right group ‘Pa- :
triotic Alternative. Patriotic Alterna- :
tive are opposed to housing refugees :

from Afghanistan in the village.

In fact, the refugees are being :
‘housed’ in accommodation inside :
! munities, we need a programme tak-
able for families and young children! :
Our counter-protest marched to out- :
side the main gates of the base, avoid-
: jobs firmly at the feet of the capitalist
only to find that the far-right protest :

the RAF St Athan base - hardly suit-

ing attempts by the police to kettle us,

‘~

i W,

Tig

¢ had failed to materialise. An instant
: victory!

*  Socialist Party members partici-
: pated in the counter-protest with our

leaflets calling for ‘jobs and homes,
not racism. Socialist Party member
Mariam Kamish spoke at the demo,
giving solidarity greetings from Caer-
philly trades union council.

To pull the ground from under-
neath the far right, and to prevent
them from spreading division in com-

ing up the needs of the whole working
class, and putting the blame for the
lack of affordable housing and decent

profit system.
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FREE FROM WAR

SARAH SACHS-ELDRIDGE
SOCIALISM 2024 ORGANISING TEAM

e all worry about the world be- :
coming more dangerous. How can :
we trust Rishi Sunak to find solu- :
tions to the global problems of war :
! capitalism and its wars.

The Tory approach to foreign policy is no :
different to any other issue - big-business :
: putting in your diary now.

and conflict?

profits before all else.

Athome, that means fat cat profiteers in our
public services. Hospitals spent equivalent to :
the salaries of around 65,000 newly qualified :
nurses paying for legacy PFI privatisation pro- :

jects in one year of the pandemic!

So when Sunak announces an increase in :
defence spending, we know the only thing :
guaranteed to be defended is arms manufac- :

turers’ profits.

BAE Systems made record profits of over

10% on record sales of £25.3 billion in 2023.

To pay billions of pounds for more military :
and arms spending, Sunak plans public sector :
job cuts and a further slashing of spending on :
public services. More misery at home to pay :

for more misery abroad.

Instead, we need a mass movement to fight :
to reverse all the cuts and privatisation, and :

for an end to war.

Instead of more weapons of mass misery
being produced, the skills and technique in- :
volved in the arms industry should be used :

to benefit society, with no loss of jobs, pay
and conditions for the workers involved.

This is not the offer from Starmer’s Labour
Party. They've promised that big business will
‘be in government’ with Labour. That means
more austerity, privatisation war and military
spending.

Nonetheless Labour will be seen by many

WHAT W STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY'S MAIN DEMANDS » » > soe coumnon page (HCTIN TN IO

. as the best tool to get rid of the Tories - and
: will form the next government.

The fights against cuts, against war, to de-
fend jobs will need to continue.

That means the working class getting or-
ganised - transforming the unions, building
a political voice, fighting for an alternative to

And that means ideas around which to or-
ganise. That's why Socialism 2024 is worth

Taking place on the weekend of 9-10 No-
vember, this socialist weekend event will be
the main national event where you can dis-
cuss and debate the ideas needed to fight the

: cuts, war and capitalism to which the new
Starmer government will be committed.

® Book now and take advantage of the
20% discount: socialism.org.uk

SOCIALISM

VP

Taking place on 9&10 November, in central
London, Socialism 2024 will be an opportunity
/ to say at last, we have seen the back of the
Tories..but Starmer promises more of the

same..Get ready to fight back!

Tickets & info: socialism.org.uk
A A
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1 MAY INTERNATIONAI. WORKERS' DAY

M ay Day isan annual celebration
of workers’ struggle against
capitalism. And workers have been

g doing just that in the fantastic strike

& waves of the last few years, with

| millions of workers taking strike action
and fighting back.

May Day’s origins lie in the general
strike for an eight-hour working day,
put down by police gunfire in Chicago
in 1886, and in the foundation of
the Second International, bringing
together revolutionary socialists
around the world in 1889. Its history
shows us the power of the working
class to transform society, and the
¥ need to overturn the capitalist state.

. The Socialist Party’s links with the

i organised working class - the agent of
# socialist change - are fundamental to

= our work. Each year, we ask groups of
== workers and trade unionists to support
% the Socialist newspaper and its ideas

= by financing a May Day greeting.

% There has been a fantastic response
[ to our campaign. We have once again
" received pledges totalling over £8,500,
represented by 94 greetings across 12
pages.

Scott Jones,

May Day greetings organiser

Striking Sanctuary housing / Housing
e s e’ Umte  Workers

theUNION JOBS AND HOMES FOR ALL

May Day greetings from

E

STHIKIN&F_H FAIR pAY AN I] UN

pay ! & ‘;-' 'ndt
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theActivist - bulletin of
Socialist Party members in

U USDAW

l Nationalise failing retailers to
save jobs

B Minimum wage of £15
an hour

M Retail workers need a fighting
and democratic union

usdawactivist.wordpress.com

May Day greetings from

* May Day greetings from Committee for
l - ', o8, . a Workers’ International
members in

!
unite

theUNION

o’ natlc:-na.l ‘.
educatlon
Socialist Party members in the NEU

Solidarity with educators
across the world

Fight for a socialist
world free from poverty

Educate, agitate, organise

End academisation

May Day greetings and solidarity from the
Anti Academies Allilance

Lgt’s builda )
Natlor!al Education
Service together

® Comprehensive @ Democratically @ Fully funded
and progressive  accountabletolocal and inclusive
communities

Let’s make a landmark statement for future generations
by abolishing the social barbarism of grammars and selection
and the structural inequality of private education

Twitter: @antiacademies “Agood
Facebook: Anti Academies Alliance local school

Emallufﬁce@antlacadﬂmesurguk for every

Website: www.antiacademies.org.uk R

May Day greetings from Socialist Party members
in the Public and Commercial Services Union

Vote Marion Lloyd for president and for a
fighting leadership on the
NEC and groups

See socialistparty.org.uk/
PCScandidates2024 and read ‘PCS
elections: Choose a fighting democratic
union’ at socialistparty.org.uk for more

LE/0375M
Doctors in Unite
;r:ne&t{n::{o all f

health workers ('/d

May Day greetings from
Socialist Party members
in the National Union
of Rail, Maritime and
Transport Workers

and NHS
campaigners
m Standing up
for doctors

m Fighting for
the NHS

= www.doctorsinunite.com

May Day Sl
greetings | =4 natlnml

send May Day greetings to the Socialist

Solidarity from Socialist
Party members and
supporters in

Ry
For student and
workers’ unity
against war, cuts

and capitalism!
socialiststudents.org.uk

)

Socialist Partx«membems i"n_(

N0

s

e~ -
ervice'uniof

May Day greetings from

Tamil
Solidarity

For a working-class alternative
to war, national oppression

and poverty

Defend the right to
self-determination for the
Tamil-speaking people

The following
Socialist Party
members are
standing for election

in the Unison service ¥

group elections

B Helen Couchman,
Community

B Mathew John, Local
government

B Angie Waller, Local
government

M Steve Bell, Health

B Adrian O’Malley, Health

MIJllIVAIKAI. EXHIBITION

A SHOWCASE OF MEMORIES FROM MULLIVAIKAL AND
THE GLOBAL DEMONSTRATIONS IN 2009

Honouring and
Remembering the lives
lost in the Mullivaikal
genocide and the global
Tamil resistance in 2009

1&12 MANOR PARK
M HALL, MALDEN
ROAD, NEW
2024 MALDEN KT3 6AU

12PM-7PM
© 5 WWW.TAMILSOLIDARITY.ORG
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M?y Day :; .\_S;%Em unity
U n Ite greetlngs fI‘O_m %‘F—‘(’ ){(‘I":Embergr‘np
Bracknell Unite

theUNION Unite Community
Berkshire, Oxfordshire
Solidarity with all workers in struggle! and Buckinghamshire
For an end to war, terror and oppression!
United we stand, divided we fall!

SAVE OUR

SERVICES IN
SURREY

sends international
solidarity greetings

to workers across the ] .
world sends May Day greetings and a big thank
you to the workers’ newspaper that is
always on our side - the Socialist

May Day greetings
from

7%y Southampton

TRADES

> unioN & and South West
s 4 Hampshire TUC

29
TRADES

@gygd:ggg South East

S=€

No to war and austerity -
for workers’ unity and socialism

S=€

Kent TUC

m May Day Greetings to the workers of the world
m Solidarity with the Palestinian people!
m Fight the anti-union laws!
m Stop the attacks on civil liberties!

1 v i I F— — ¥ 3 crias bid o, 1: 'F
Greetings from Southern & South East Socialist Part

Brighton Unemployed
Workers Centre Ltd

brings May Day greetings to all those fighting poverty,
racism, imperialism and oppression

m We reject any return to austerity or tothe  to the NHS and privatisation has caused
politics of New Labour. Reject Starmer’s thousands of deaths
witch-hunt. Restore the whip to Jeremy m Oppose all benefit cuts and attacks on
Corbyn: Sack Starmer! employed, unemployed and disabled people
m Liberation for the Palestinians, opposition = No to imperialism'’s wars — Abolish NATO M ay Day
to Zionism and apartheid Israel m Fighting poverty amidst plenty gre etl n gS
m Coronavirus has demonstrated that cuts ~ m For international socialism
Bill North - chairperson; Andy Richards - secretary; Tony Greenstein — treasurer; Val Cane from
PO Box 173, Brighton BN51 9EZ; brightonunemployedcentre2000@yahoo.co.uk; 07843 350 343

May Day greetings from
Mike Marx, handyman -
hammering the Tories!

May Day Greetings from activists in

Surrey County
Unison

T,
ws

G 5
SUEREY " AT iy
K- - -
£ fJOODHECH & 75

R

;.:1 ey =wn P [_A ".: - e
* g r
m Eﬁ B . n

m Smash the cost-of-living crisis - for an inclusive,
cross-sector pay campaign - no-one left behind!

m Fight for a £15 an hour minimum wage in Local
Government, Health, Private and Community employers
m Agitate, Educate and Organise - challenge the
mainstream austerity narrative

m Celebrate diversity and fight discrimination - jobs and
homes not racism - access is a right not a privilege

branch

5 | P -]

£ dATY
% \“"“'l-____
o """l—|____
e e

UNISON

the public service union @

m Stop the cuts in Woking! Trade unionists and
socialists making a stand

m Socialist planning to reverse climate change
m Fight for Zane’s Law and the Truth About Zane
(www.truthaboutzane.com)

m For solidarity - at home and internationally
m Ceasefire now! End the genocide in Gaza!

m No to war in Ukraine - no to NATO expansion

This greeting was funded by generous donations from the following branch activists and staff:

(all in a personal capacity) Sam Church - Young Members
Officer Rep
Shaka Anderson - Workplace Nicolae Ciupitu - Education and
Rep Lifelong Learning
Tracy Baker - School Support Chris Collins - Workplace Rep
Staff Convenor Helen Couchman - Community
Tom Bancroft, Branch Employed ~ Convenor
Caseworker/Organiser Paul Couchman - Branch
Stuart Burt - Workplace Rep Secretary
Jan Callender - Branch Employed Duncan Eastoe - Workplace Rep
Office Manager

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Services Convenor

Nancy El-Shatoury - Workplace
Ginny Eaton - Retired Members

Lisa Fogerty-Scott - Joint Rep

Jane Gupta - Workplace Rep

Russ Harland - Deputy Branch Vikki Walton-Cole - Joint
Secretary Equalities Coordinator
Andy Hayler - Workplace Rep Ellie Waple - LGBT+ Members’
Peta Lawrence - Senior Libraries  Officer
Sheila Wright - Retired Members

James Lewis - Workplace Joint Secretary

Emma Gray - Joint Treasurer Contact
Istvan Gulyas - Childrens Andy Pattinson - Joint Chair 4

Tanya San Juan - Branch
Employed Case Worker/Organiser

Jose Trigo - Workplace Rep Plus several anonymous donations

from branch and regional activists
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Waltham Forest Trades Council Fz‘:'lgal::yl;::;‘e
sends May Day greetings to the people

Community -
of Gazaand tVIV1e West Bank w Peterhorough,
e say:

@@‘% M Stopthe genoude' B Wisbech & King’s

Uiaoss s+ M Stop the assault on Rafah! | Lynn
B Not war! B For workers’ unity! *‘H;

ﬁUHCILS
f‘%v inel unite
B Freedom for Palestine! 3 CU mmuni t}f
"'f'# membership
b

N P R ] \ == 1L '.':"h. \4‘1"
\iZ Mmf’ NATHE== 5 R

Socialist Party
supporters in
Hounslow Unison

@IS’ON

e

s A'a'\

May Day greetings and
solidarity to all workers from
Unite London Digital & Tech
branch including all tech
workers internationally

LR e e T
AP S

sl
Ayl

ﬁ*’f B AR T Y

iy o/ T T

R T L P

2P
@TRADE)‘

i UNION ("

COUNCILS
tﬁ@ '@

Solidarity

from
gﬂﬁ%ﬁ Y Hillingdon

C‘DLINCILS@ !,: ‘ hr= ps o
'@@' q .
o D) .

Ealing Trades

Council

Solidarity to workers
everywhere

R

Calling for a permanent
ceasefire in Gaza now and
solidarity with Diane Abbot
and all those resisting
racism wherever it occurs

AN

e
=y

1 --'Il'-;-

}1’- o i

o,
52

AL g e e

e Y

theUNION

Unite LEIIZZ8
Waltham Forest

sends May Day
greetings. Fight council
cuts and redundancies!
Demand that a future
Labour government fully
fund public services!

Fraternal greetings to all workers from
Stevenage & District Trades Union Councll

s s P

Hackney trade unionists [l &) X | T Ho

May Day greetings from i e H1PO\§

Unite Barts By, i i |

to workers of the worid Barking Reach
Health workers 4

Residents Association
We say no to Hackney Council’s cuts to children’s centres

LE/7384L UNIte

We say yes to a world free of poverty, profit and injustice
theUNION

This advert is sponsored @ Nick Panteli,
by the following in a library steward
personal capacity: ® Carlene Glover,
® Aasia Attas, Unison steward
B May Day greetings from fighting-back Unite
health worker members at Bart’s NHS Trust pA
B Cleaners, catering workers, security and ntersi‘
after six months of strike action for the COVId Iump

e [EE

The Barking Reach Residents Association
sends May Day greetings for Intemational
Workers Day to the Socialist newspaper, which
has always supported and reported on our
campaigns over the years

B We demand a walk-in GP service for our healthy new town
H Abolish leasehold
H Abolish tax haven-based landlords who are grabbing ground
rent for hedge funds
M Nationalise the top ten homebuilders profiteering from
building unsafe and poorly finished properties
m Housing Associations to end the 30-60 minute call centre
wait times and fix issues swiftly
H Councils have failed to stop the decades-long drift to
deregulation and unsafe homes. They must engage in a mass
home-building programme of genuinely affordable, safe and

i, )

greetings from
NEU
Newham

Enfield
Trades
Union

Council

Affiliations: enfieldtuc@hotmaﬂ.oom

s T R T O A
TN T S

Basildon &

Thurrock TUC ﬁﬁ"@‘ Trades @TRADES‘
Working-class g Lﬁigﬁ o

UNlDN
lidaritv in th coumers 5 Union COUNGILS g5
solidarity in the 5 . q
community = 3 Council

r

P L3

Croydon
y @ TRADES ‘

Tragles UNION
Union COUNCILS &
Council =

® Clementina Anya,
Libraries

® Osei Mensa, ex-
Hackney Libraries

® Sharmila
Thyagarajan, Unison
® Will Leng, NEU

® Sandra Hall, NEU
@ Jim Boyd, Unite
® Doug Holton, Joint
branch secretary

® Brian DebUS, Chair Trades Council

Hackney Unison ® Henry Lagbiola

7 G

s A7
F

e

=l

e T e T
% L T )

s A

<}

—

[

A

L By

Unison branch secretary

® Peter Coleman, ® Doreen Hamilton,
Private Sector Children’s Centre
Organiser steward

©® Balaka Fell-Holden, @ Don Green,
library steward steward

® Steve Edwards,
Unite Branch
Secretary Hackney

i,
i Y
iy =t

Newham 9%

e
E

i

¥ S

AR

¢
QUNCILS @

Hackney Trades Council

—

treasurer Hackney ® Matt Paul, Unison
sum and ballotlng agaln, say:

; England bo
D o i Iﬂo:tojn aI ._
. na 1 F

sends Mayday greetings
to all workers fighting
the cost-of-living crisis.
We totally oppose
the continued
bombardmnet of Gaza
by the Israeli state

AT TR RS N RNE

) BT
A Solldarlty May Day greetings

. London GPM print
& branch LE/7031L

S

T e Ll

3] rik ‘3 HY
(e fih e

:v{.',’_\“‘“ .-43

secure, good-quality homes. Residents must hold them to
account

M Nationalise the insurance and energy industry to provide

green solutions for energy that in tum imparts an affordable
service charge to residents
| Sprinklers to be retrofitted into all blocks owned by large
landlords such as Adriatic/Bellway, at the landlords’ or
builders’ expense
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L
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.°: national ¢ ¢

educatlon greetings
from

Plymouth NEU

Plymouth

= O nm‘lumy
‘P:F membership
%

Unite Community

May Day greetings
from

Highworth
Climate Talks

May Day Greetings from
Swindon Palestine
Solidarity

Free Palestine!

May Day greetings from Bristol
and Gloucester Area Unite
Community branch

* X
+ unite

= Communlty
‘fj*._ membership
)'s

X

UNIONISE

>

BFAWU Kernow sends
lashings of solidarity to all
trade union members and

all socialists on May Day 9'"5TEIS

Special thanks to
Plymouth Socialist
Party and TUSC for its

ongoing support

25D
@TRADED‘
() UNION

COUNCILS
Ql%@ '@

Gloucester Trades
Council - fora
socialist future

New College
Swind P o
windon %&gﬁ%ﬁ

C|rencester

College %d‘éﬁ%%

29
ﬁTRADES‘

(> UNION ("

Q%@ ’@

Bristol

Trades
Council

N8y Day Greetindlly

Caerphilly
Trades Council

May Day greetings from
Cardiff Trades ¢/,.®

_ UNION
coun CII ‘councus @

el

solidarity from

‘Z} Swansea Trades Council

Nationalisation
not
devastation
- solidarity e §
with the steel & #

Greetings from Socialist Party Wales

Solidarity from
Carmarthenshire County
Unison —

supporters UNISON

May Day greetings *1. x:
from Coventry Unite ¥ — " r‘| " m
Community Alice 1‘;.’ membership
Arnold branch .
End war in Gaza now! Fight anti-trade

in Swansea retired

From supporters /4
members branch - ﬁ
‘retired from work

Coventry TUC

CovenTRY
Traves
U\]{:'\. .
Councirggim,

| "UNITY 15 STRENGTH"

Stop the cuts
Stop the war on Gaza

theUNION

Solidarity to all workers
and stop arming Israel
May Day greetings from
the Unite WM/6050
Tom Mann Coventry
and Warwickshire
Local branch

Unite Birmingham South Local

WM/6030

sends May Day greetings to /j
workers around the world

m End austerity policies
m End Israeli genocide

=

mFora socia-list wo;'ld based U n I te

on international solidarity

theUNION

but not from the | J |te

union laws! Support Amazon workers!
class struggle! theUNION

Greetmgs from West Mids Socialist Party
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B Restore our NHS - end privatisation and profiteering

B Keep the NHS free to all, including migrant workers and refugees
B Fund the NHS to meet need

B Decent wages for all health workers

B Abolish student fees

M Abolish Private Finance Initiative - draining money needed for
patient care

May Day Greetings

Unite Nottinghamshire Health Branch

Knock out
-privatisation

};

~
unite

theUNION

Socialist Party members in East Midlands
National Pensioners’ Conventlon

Fighting for our lives s '

Fighting for your future

Greetings from East Mlds Socialist Party

Solidarity
and May Day
greetings from e,

May Day greetings
from Notts
Bill and Marilyn &mgﬂ Trades

May Day greetings
from Unite East
Midandsies UNITE

the UNION

Activist Committee

Buchanan, o

Nottingham Council

May Day greetings from

------

.....

, - forward to a new workers’ party!

May Day greetings from
Merseyside Construction
and Civil Engineering
branch

- - = ~
Solidarity with the people of U n | te

|
Gaza, ceasefire now! theUNION

" and District Socialist Party branch -

May Day greetings to readers
of the Soclallst from

2 ¥
~'

B Fighting for unemployed, disabled and retired
people, and exploited working class communities!
M Ceasefire in Gaza now! End genocide!

l Total opposition to NHS cuts and privatisation!
M Solidarity with all workers in struggle!

M Climate change is a trade union issue!

B Time to end this squalid capitalist system!

May Day greetings from gx

Cheshire Unite Community < J commun ff'{r
Branch (NW100/C3)

. membership
rs

& F F"s ’ ﬁr

. b i _ |
Greetmgs from North West Soclallst Party
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@?R:ff‘ Hull and

i union & District Trades

‘@@'@ Council and
Unity Shop

Workers of the world unite

Supporting workers
in and outside the
workplace ‘s -'5| |O l’

b‘i-‘?n"r NOT “"F

) May Day greetings from
May Day greetings Leeds, Wakefield
from and York Unite
Yorkshire Youth Fight Community

for Jobs

May Day greetings from
Hulland East - 'j." .

ol natlonal
Riding NEU to 8 du cati 011
workers ;

of the worid

Save UK steel
Energy 4 all
X

-ﬁ unite
= Community

YOUTH FIGHT ®,\ vﬂﬂ_membersmp
FOR JOBS

May Day
greetings
from readers
of the
Socialist in

Leeds Trades Union Council March and Rally

MAY DAY

MARCH FOR PEACE | |Leeds (=
Labour /5%

Saturday 4th May
A Party

Assemble 11.30
ready to march 12 noon

Outside Leeds City Art Gallery,
Victoria Gardens,
The Headrow, L51 344

| I N N O |

Karl Marx

Workers LX
of all May Day greetings from 3" _ unite
Cm mmunity

sl [ Unite Community Cumbria 7, membersnip
unite!
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