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Keir Starmer’s Labour 
government has started 
its reign with promises of 

“tough decisions”, also known 
as cuts.

14 years of austerity made the Tories universal-
ly unpopular, they were smashed in the general 
election. But the Labour victory was shallow, just 
5% of those who voted for them did so because 
they supported their policies.

Labour chancellor Rachel Reeves has raised 
the spectre of a £22 billion black hole in the public 
finances. That is the excuse for cuts to new hospi-
tal builds, rail and road investment, and pension-
ers’ winter fuel payments. She also scrapped the 
planned cap on the amount someone can pay for 
adult social care. Cuts across government depart-
ments targeting “waste” are included too. This is 
a new round of austerity.

Reeves’s cuts come just days after the govern-
ment voted against scrapping the two-child ben-
efit cap - one of the cruellest Tory reforms. 1.6 
million children live in households where ben-
efits are restricted simply by the number of sib-
lings they have.

The fact that, despite the ‘black hole’, Rachel 
Reeves has agreed to public sector pay rises in-
line with pay review body recommendations is 
absolutely a result of the strike wave of the last 
two years, and Labour’s fear that its government 
will face more of the same. But that still can’t be 
ruled out.

It’s clear the junior doctors got more because 
the government judged that is what was needed 
to stop them striking. Labour’s pay offers in the 
rest of the public sector don’t start to address 
restoring pay after a decade of real-terms cuts, 
for instance bands 3-6 in the NHS are currently 
between 25 -29% behind their 2010 wage in real 
terms, and the extra pay is not fully funded.

People just aren’t prepared to accept a contin-
uation of Tory austerity. 

Our quality of life has been driven down while 
the rich just get richer. The richest 100 individuals 
in the UK increased their wealth by £40 billion in 
the last year alone.

The money is there! There is enough to fund 
our services, restore our wages and build the 
infrastructure needed for a 21st century society. 
The issue is that it’s in the wrong hands, hoarded 
by the capitalist class whilst we are made to pay 
for their crisis.

The Tories are attacking Labour saying they 
have plans for autumn tax increases. We say tax 
the super-rich, not workers. But don’t leave it 
there. Let’s nationalise utilities, transport, infra-
structure and the commanding heights of the 
economy - the top 150 companies that hold so 
much of the wealth. Under the democratic con-
trol and management of the working class, that 
wealth and resources could be put to good use 
to meet the needs of all – a decent pay rise, fully 
funded services, an end to poverty, and more.

Don’t accept the money’s not there. Join the 
Socialist Party to fight back!

JOIN THE  
SOCIALISTS
socialistparty.org.uk/join

Do you agree?Fully fund public services

Make the 
super-
rich pay

The money 
is there
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Richard Gingell
Black Country Socialist Party

The recent jailing of five Just Stop Oil 
activists for conspiring to block the 
M25 motorway underscores a trou-
bling trend: the increasing criminali-
sation of protest. 

The severity of the sentences im-
posed on these activists, of four or 
five years, is disproportionate to the 
alleged offences. They are the most 
severe sentences ever for non-vio-
lent protest. This crackdown sends a 
chilling message to all those seeking 
to challenge the status quo. By target-
ing individuals for planning future 
actions, it undermines the funda-
mental right to protest and is aimed 
at creating a climate of fear.

The crackdown reflects a broader 
trend of increasing authoritarianism. 
As capitalism faces growing instabil-
ity, the courts are resorting to more 
repressive measures. By focusing 
solely on the tactics of protesters, the 
government is avoiding addressing 
the root causes of the issues these 
groups are raising.

Labour was elected promising 
‘change’. But under this new govern-
ment, the courts are continuing the 
Tories’ crackdown on the right to 
protest. 

The trade unions must demand 
that Labour keeps its pledge to re-
verse all the anti-union laws of the 
last Tory government, and to ex-
tend that to anti-union laws going to 
Thatcher. As part of that, there should 
be a fight against all the repressive 
laws designed to stop working-class 
people fighting back.

As the climate crisis deepens and 
economic inequality widens, pro-
test is likely to increase. We have to 
defend our rights to protest as part 
of fighting for a socialist society that 
meets the needs of people and the 
environment.

Dave Reid
Socialist Party Wales

Eluned Morgan has taken over as 
leader of Welsh Labour and will be 
the third First Minister of Wales in 
five months. She was nominated un-
opposed and will be ‘crowned’ first 
minister on 6 August. 

But the more the personnel at the 
top of Welsh government changes, 
the more things stay the same. Under 
Mark Drakeford and Vaughan Geth-
ing, Welsh Labour has presided over 
a steady decline in public services, 
even steeper than in Tory England. 
NHS waiting lists have grown, teach-
ers in schools are under greater pres-
sure than ever and council services 
are a shadow of what they were when 
Labour first took over the Welsh gov-
ernment when it was created in 1999.

NHS waiting list
Under Morgan as health minister, the 
decline in NHS services accelerated. 
The week before she became Welsh 
Labour leader it was announced that 
in a population of just over three mil-
lion over 600,000 people languish 
on NHS waiting lists - over one fifth 
of the population - and 155,000 are 
waiting longer than a year. 

Morgan will attempt to calm the 
turmoil in Welsh Labour. The coup 
against Gething, following his dis-
missal of Hannah Blythyn as a min-
ister, created different factions of the 
30 Labour members of the Senedd 
(MS). These are largely personal fac-
tions, there is no discernible politi-
cal difference between the warring 
groups, but they reflect the tension at 
the blind alley the Welsh government 
has found itself in.

Labour wields Tory axe
Labour in Wales has wielded the Tory 
axe to public spending. The Welsh 
government’s funding is mainly de-
termined by the UK government, 
which under the Tories has been cut 
in real terms for the last 14 years. In 
terms of the social needs of Wales, 
the government is underfunded 
even relative to England. Rather 
than fighting, the Welsh government 
has tailored its budget to the Tories’ 
cuts. Earlier reforms carried out un-
der previous Labour governments in 
Wales have been undermined.

Now Welsh Labour has nowhere 
to go, unable to carry out any sig-
nificant reforms to differentiate itself 
from the UK government without a 
fight. The decision to create 36 extra 

MSs in the next parliament at the 
same time that the NHS cannot re-
cruit enough doctors and nurses has 
only deepened its unpopularity.

Rock solid no more
Labour’s vote share dropped in 
Wales in the general election, in what 
used to be a rock-solid bastion. Turn-
out was low, especially in the most 
working-class constituencies. 

Morgan will hope to salvage some-
thing from the wreckage of the past 
few months, but most workers in 
Wales would be wide open to the 
prospect of change. The vote for Re-
form (17%) in the general election is 
a warning to the trade union move-
ment - we need a new party of the 
working class, to give a positive alter-
native to the failed strategy of Welsh 
Labour. 

Socialist Party Wales will be work-
ing with trade unionists to propose 
workers’ lists for the Senedd elec-
tions in 2026.

Just Stop Oil 
activists jailed
Defend the 
right to protest

WHAT’S  
YOUR VIEW?
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Eluned Morgan elected new 
Welsh first minister 
The more things change, 
the more they stay the same

Public sector workers in Wales striking for a pay rise

joshua hayes/cc
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S
ir Keir Starmer’s New Labour 
spent the election campaign 
endlessly repeating that they 
would have to make ‘tough 
choices’ in office. Now they 

are doubling down, claiming to be 
surprised at the terrible £22 billion 
‘black hole’ the Tories have left in the 
public finances.

In reality, it was clear to everyone 
that Sunak’s Tory government was 
acting in the interests of the super-
wealthy capitalist elite when it made 
its spending decisions, and not the 
working- and middle-class majority. 
The new government’s theatre about 
‘tough choices’ is designed to pre-
pare us that they intend to behave in 
fundamentally the same way.

“Because if we cannot afford it, we 
cannot do it”, was chancellor Rachel 
Reeves’s repeated refrain, announc-
ing cuts to pensioners’ winter fuel 
payment, rail and road infrastruc-
ture projects, hospital rebuilds and 
scrapping the planned adult social 
care funding cap.

But ‘we’ can afford it! There is no 
lack of wealth in Britain. During the 
Tories’ time in office, the wealth 
of the country’s ten richest people 
alone grew from £47 billion to £182 
billion, an increase of 281%. Yet 
New Labour are telling us there is no 
money to ensure parents can feed 
their kids. 

The refusal to reverse the Tories’ 
2017 two-child benefit cap, when 
doing so would immediately lift 
330,000 children over official pov-
erty levels, is one example of their 
determination to dampen the ex-
pectations of millions that ‘change’ 
will come with a new government in 
place. Suspending seven MPs from 
the Parliamentary Labour Party for 
daring to vote for the lifting of the 
cap is another. 

The suspended seven
The suspension of the seven is more 
draconian even than under Blair’s 
first ‘New Labour’ government. 
Then, 47 MPs rebelled against the 
government’s cut to lone parent 
benefits, but no action was taken 
against them. Today, after the capi-
talist class was shaken and alarmed 
by the anti-austerity mood in soci-
ety finding a reflection in Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership of the Labour 
Party, Starmer is determined to 
smash even the smallest left opposi-
tion within Labour.

As a result, few of even the small 
number of Labour MPs still affili-
ated to the left ‘Socialist Campaign 
Group’ found the courage to vote for 

What next to build the socialist 
opposition to Starmer?

the amendment. Some abstained or 
were not present, including Diane 
Abbott, who did make a public state-
ment that she would have voted for 
the amendment had she been there, 
but shamefully some allegedly left 
MPs voted with the government, in-
cluding Dawn Butler, Clive Lewis, 
Kat Smith and Tahir Ali. 

The seven who had the courage of 
their convictions will need to draw 
the necessary conclusions from this 
week’s events, as will the workers’ 
movement as a whole. The letter 
from Sir Alan Campbell, Labour’s 
chief whip, to the seven suspended 
them for six months and said that a 
judgement at the end of that period 
on restoring them to the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party would be made 
based on their “conduct during the 
suspension” and “willingness to 
comply with the whip in the future.” 

The worst thing the seven could 
do would be to succumb to this pres-
sure, bow down, and vote with the 
government when it fails to deliver 
for working-class people.

Unfortunately, there are going to 
be numerous other issues where the 
same principled stand that they took 
on the two-child benefit cap will be 
required: perhaps including, for ex-
ample, aspects of the 2016 (anti-)
Trade Union Act which Labour fails 
to withdraw, the failure to introduce 
rent controls, regressive changes to 
student financing, doing a rotten 
deal with Tata Steel instead of na-
tionalising, or the failure to withdraw 
arms export licences to Israel. 

Jeremy Corbyn and the other four 
independent MPs have written to the 
seven suspended Labour MPs offer-
ing to work closely with them. That 

offers the possibility of a bloc of MPs 
in Westminster fighting to represent 
the interests of the trade union move-
ment and the wider working class. 
Most importantly, the trade union 
movement should learn lessons from 
these first experiences of Starmer’s 
New Labour in government. 

Public sector pay
Millions of health workers, teachers, 
civil servants and others have been 
hoping that they will be offered a 
pay rise which restores the 10%-plus 
cut in their real wages over the last 
decade. 

Labour has made an agreement 
with BMA leaders for a 22% junior 
doctors’ pay increase over two years, 
subject to members voting to accept. 
‘Striking works’ will be confirmed 
again in many worker’s minds.

The government has put public 
sector pay award body recommen-
dations to union members too. 5.5% 
has been offered to teachers and 
many NHS staff, and the pay remit 
for civil servants has been set at 5%, 
for example. Members of most lo-
cal government unions have already 
voted to reject the offer put to them 
by the Tories (£1,290 a year – 5.7% for 
the lowest paid).

Reeves admitted the top of her 
reasons for considering any pay rises 
was “the cost of industrial action”. In 
other words, it is the ongoing effects 
of the 2022/23 strike wave - the big-
gest in over three decades - and the 
threat of further action, which could 
still win more.

Reeves puts the cost of funding the 
pay awards at £9 billion. But will it be 
funded? Only about two-thirds of it. 
Government departments have been 

WHAT WE THINK

given until the 30 October Autumn 
Budget to find £3 billion of cuts. 
Teaching unions have been told 
teacher pay is fully funded, but that 
doesn’t look to be the case. Unions 
must demand full funding.

The workers’ movement will not 
win anything from Starmer’s Labour 
by quiet words in ministers’ ears, but 
only by being prepared to fight. The 
National Shop Stewards Network 
will be lobbying the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) in September, de-
manding that this combative ap-
proach is adopted.

A workers’ voice
That fight will be strengthened if 
it has its own voice in parliament, 
campaigning for workers’ demands. 
Many trade unions have a parlia-
mentary group which is meant to do 
this. Most are mainly made up of La-
bour MPs, with very varying records 
on campaigning or voting for trade 
unions’ policies. How many mem-
bers of those groups voted against 
the two-child benefit cap being lift-
ed, despite it being TUC policy to do 
so? 

Across the trade union move-
ment, a discussion needs to take 
place on ensuring members of par-
liamentary groups actually cam-
paign for trade union demands. 
Better a small group of MPs who 
fight for workers’ interests than 
fictional ‘allies’ who vote for the 
pro-capitalist policies of Starmer’s 
Labour government. Back in 1906, 
the Labour Representation Com-
mittee, precursor of the Labour Par-
ty, only had 29 MPs, but it was still 
an important factor in putting pres-
sure on the Liberal government to 
carry out some reforms and remove 
anti-trade union rulings.

Already, in the first month of 
Starmer’s Labour government, the 
reasons that the working class needs 
its own party, armed with a social-
ist programme, are being demon-
strated very clearly. If you want to 
help build the socialist opposition to 
Starmer’s Labour – join the Socialist 
Party today. 

Reeves and Starmer  jessica Taylor/uk parliament/cc

SOCIALISM 
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Uni funding crisis: Prepare for student 
struggles against Starmer’s attacks
Adam Powell-Davies
Socialist Party youth and student organiser

T
he risk of universities go-
ing bankrupt made it onto 
Keir Starmer’s pre-election 
‘shitlist’ of major immediate 
challenges facing a Labour 

government.
Will Starmer’s Labour government 

raise tuition fees? Will it be the first 
to let a university go bankrupt on its 
watch?

Following the election of the new 
Labour government in particular, uni-
versity vice-chancellors and higher 
education thinktanks have wasted no 
time speculating on what a university 
bankruptcy could mean – and setting 
out their views on what an adequate 
government response would look like.

Clearly a university going under 
would have catastrophic conse-
quences. In many towns and cities, 
universities are the one of the biggest 
employers, often second only to the 
NHS. Many thousands of jobs would 
be lost. Potentially tens of thou-
sands of students would be without 
a course. There are fears that if one 
university went, it would trigger a 
domino effect throughout the sector.

That’s why Labour would be likely 
to intervene – for example, by pro-
viding emergency funding, with 
strings attached. In 1987, Thatcher’s 
Tory government found £20 million 
to save the then University College 
Cardiff, but only while mandating its 
takeover by the neighbouring Uni-
versity of Wales institute of Technol-
ogy to create Cardiff University.

At the same time, state interven-
tion to save a university would raise 
the sights of workers and young peo-
ple to demand similar intervention; 
for pay rises, public service funding 
and more.

Labour would much rather take 
short-term measures to prevent the 
chaos of a university bankruptcy be-
ing posed in the first place.

A recently published review by the 
Office for Students (OfS) – the uni-
versity regulator – concluded that 
financial challenges are “rapidly 
crystalising” with budget deficits, 
redundancies and course closures. 
Failure to manage these risks will 
“undoubtedly lead to a market exit, 
potentially in the near term, of one or 
more large providers”.

The government has accepted the 
recommendations of the review, put-
ting out a statement that “the role of 
the Office for Students will be refo-
cused to prioritise the financial sta-
bility of the higher education sector”. 
Crucially, however, the government 
is yet to respond to the recommenda-
tion to “clarify its position on market 
exit”. The University and College Un-
ion immediately put out a statement 
calling for new funding for the OfS to 
be able to directly intervene to sup-
port struggling universities. Key for 
students and workers is not just more 
funding, but control of how the mon-
ey is spent. 

How did unis get to this point?
In 2017, the Tories were forced to 
freeze tuition fees in England at 
£9,250 a year – a concession made 
under pressure of Jeremy Corbyn’s 
call for free education.

The real value of tuition fees has 
fallen dramatically due to inflation, 
to the point that universities now lose 
roughly £4,000 on average for every 
UK undergraduate.

This funding shortfall has driven a 
trend towards universities relying on 
international students, in effect using 
these students’ much higher tuition 
fees to subsidise the cost of teaching 
UK students.

However, international student 
applications are reportedly down by 
around one-third on last year. This 
recruitment crisis is a major reason 
why 40% of universities are predicted 
to run deficit budgets this coming 
year. The real value of higher edu-
cation funding is at its lowest point 
since fees were trebled in 2012.

What will Labour do?
With Starmer abandoning his pledge 
for free education last year, Labour 
could complete the U-turn by in-
creasing tuition fees. New educa-
tion secretary Bridget Phillipson has 
more than once refused to rule this 
out when asked. New Labour linch-
pin Peter Mandelson went as far as 
calling for an “immediate uptick in 
fees” at a reception in Westminster 
this July.

Unfreezing the tuition fee cap 
would mean fees rising every year 

with inflation. That was how it was 
supposed to be, before Corbynism 
became a meddling factor in the 
plans of capitalist politicians.

Another option is to undo the visa 
restrictions brought in this year by 
the Tories, which prevent interna-
tional students from bringing family 
members to the UK. 

Labour’s approach may well be 
a combination of these things. But 
whatever they decide, clearly it will 
not involve any substantial increase 
in direct public funding for higher 
education, let alone free education. 
Phillipson has previously boasted 
about her plans for universities that 
could be implemented “without add-
ing a penny to government borrow-
ing or general taxation”.

And Labour will also want to cut 
back on the indirect public fund-
ing given to universities in the form 
of student loans. Despite the Tories’ 
attempts to overhaul the loan repay-
ment system, most student loans 
continue to go unpaid and become 
government debt. The current figure 
for outstanding student debt is about 

£250 billion, equivalent to over 10% 
of GDP. 

Appearing on Sky News last week, 
the new Labour skills minister Jacqui 
Smith declared that “it's first of all in 
the hands of universities to take the 
action necessary in order to be as ef-
ficient as possible”. This is Labour’s 
warning to universities: “Even if our 
government does something on uni-
versity funding, you will still have to 
make cuts if you want that money to 
go far enough”.

Fight Labour attacks
Overall, it looks like Labour will 
squeeze students for extra funds, 
which they hope will be enough to 
stave off bankruptcies in the short 
term, but not enough to remove the 
incentive on universities to make ‘dif-
ficult decisions’ over the longer term.

Any attempt to make students pay 
higher tuition fees would be met with 
widespread anger, not just among 
current university students but also 
school and college students planning 
to attend university. 

Given that over half of under-30s 
in Britain now go to university, an 
attack on university students would 
be widely seen as an attack on young 
people’s futures in general. 

There is already huge discontent 
among millions of young people, 
who see little to nothing positive 
about society as it is currently organ-
ised. They see themselves growing up 
in a world that allows uncontrolled 
war, poverty, climate degradation – 
all overseen by a tiny elite at the top, 

who get richer and richer while eve-
ryone else gets poorer. 

In this context, the announcement 
of even a small fees increase could 
spark explosions on campus and 
among young people in general. Stu-
dents would have to respond by call-
ing mass meetings in every university, 
as well as colleges and schools, to col-
lectively debate and discuss how to 
build a movement to fight Labour at-
tacks on education, on young people 
and the working class as whole. 

When Tony Blair introduced tui-
tion fees in 1998, it sparked a big 
student movement. When the Tory-
Lib Dem government trebled fees in 
2010, it was the same again. 

In 2024, the marketised fees mod-
el of higher education is in limbo. 
Labour want to keep it on life sup-
port while making students and the 
working class pay; socialists have 
to fight for a real alternative – a free 
and fully funded education system, 
run democratically by students, 
university staff and the local com-
munity for all to enjoy, as part of a 
socialist society organised to meet 
people’s needs, not profit.

Any attempt to make 
students pay higher tuition 
fees would be met with 
widespread anger

Join the student 
fightback: join...

●● Visit socialiststudents.org.uk/join
●● or text your name and school, 

college or uni to 07749 379 010

Student protests in 2010, after the Tory-Lib 
Dem coalition raised tuition fees  Paul mattsson

Manchester police violence 
Fight for working-class democratic 
control of policing
Sally Griffiths
Manchester and salford Socialist Party

T
he recent footage of a po-
lice officer kicking and then 
stamping on the head of a 
man pinned to the floor of 
Manchester Airport by an-

other officer has provoked shock and 
revulsion. The city is polarised, with 
speculation about events leading up 
to the act of police brutality. 

That evening there were protests 
outside Rochdale police station late 
into the night and the day after there 
was a protest outside the offices of 
Manchester mayor Andy Burnham, 
in direct response to the video im-
ages. Approximately 500 people at-
tended at just a day’s notice.

At the protest, people were rightly 
angry, concerned and frightened. 
Speakers reminded those there that 
these fears are a daily reality for Black 
and Asian people. We’ve all seen the 
long list of inquiries and investiga-
tions into institutional racism in the 
police and the British state. ‘Nothing 
to see here’ doesn’t cut it.

What many people are most 
shocked by is what seems to be a 
complete loss of control by armed 
police officers. It is reported that 
the police officers, who were armed, 
had been under attack before the re-
straining took place and footage has 
since revealed some of the preced-
ing violent scenes. But there should 
never be a situation where a police 
officer can assault a member of the 
public, their training should remove 
that possibility.

People expect police officers to 
de-escalate situations, not exacer-
bate them and risk causing divisions 
within our city.

An investigation is under way by 
the Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC). But how is that ac-
countable to working-class commu-
nities in Manchester? It is made up of 
people with backgrounds in policing, 
high-level civil service and corporate 
governance. Instead, there should be 
an investigation led by democrati-
cally elected representatives of the 
community, including from the trade 
unions.

The assault came only a few days 
after a report on Greater Manches-
ter Police (GMP) revealed women 
being treated disgracefully in GMP 
cells, strip searched or worse. These 
incidents are all too common. We 
won’t accept the trope of “one bad 
apple”.

We’ve seen an escalation of police 
interventions in the anti-war move-
ment and arrests at rallies in support 
of Palestine, alongside heavy-hand-
ed custodial sentences for non-vi-
olent protesters. As anger at falling 
standards of living, environmental 
destruction and war grows, policing 
is becoming more repressive, de-
fending the interests of the capitalist 
bosses.

We need a police service that 
is governed and overseen by the 
people and communities it serves. 
Across the country, faith in the po-
lice to act to protect working-class 
communities is falling; it feels par-
ticularly so in Manchester at the 
moment.

The Socialist Party calls for demo-
cratic control of the police. It needs 
to be accountable to local working-
class committees, run by elected 
representatives including youth, 
workers and trade unions, as well as 
community groups. 

Leeds Harehills riot an expression  
of accumulated anger
Iain Dalton
Socialist Party Yorkshire Regional Secretary

O
n the night of 18 July, less 
than a mile from my house, 
police cars were being over-
turned and a bus set on fire. 
Huge crowds gathered in the 

streets of Harehills in east Leeds.
The immediate trigger seems to 

have been the removal of children 
from a family, following injuries to a 
7-month-old who had been taken to 
the hospital. We do not know the full 
details.

However, footage does show the 
children struggling as they are for-
cibly taken away by police. A large 
crowd gathered, seemingly to resist 
this, trying to stop the police van 
from moving, then later attacking po-
lice vehicles and riot officers.

This led to the police withdrawal 
from the area, and them setting up 
road blocks on Harehills Lane. Later 
in the evening, a bus trapped in the 
crowds after it was evacuated was set 
on fire.

Local people have felt ignored by 
the establishment. The area is domi-
nated by back-to-back housing, with 
small or no gardens, overcrowding 
and dodgy landlords. Low waged, 
and insecure work predominates. 
Apart from the hospital, the next big-
gest employer in the area, a ware-
house for Arcadia group, shut down 
when the company went under in 
2021. 

There is huge accumulated an-
ger and frustration, as well as wide-
spread distrust of the police and 
other authorities. 

In the aftermath, local people are 

expressing frustration at how the 
police acted, seemingly to inflame 
the situation, and that they later ap-
peared to abandon the area to its fate.

Polls show trust in the police is fall-
ing, less than half of Londoners trust 
the Metropolitan Police for example. 
For a section of youth and workers 
in Harehills, many from migrant or 
Black and Asian backgrounds, the 
police are definitely not seen as be-
ing there to serve in their interests. 
Likewise, underfunded and over-
stretched social services are seen by 
some as playing a repressive role.

Services
The Socialist Party calls for fully 
funded public services. Under the 
democratic control of working-class 
communities, the police and other 
authorities could be made accounta-
ble to elected committees composed 
of representatives of trade unions 
and community groups. Services 
could be planned to meet need.

However, Leeds Labour council 
has carried out Tory austerity cuts. 
A new leisure centre, promised as a 
sweetener when the council wanted 
to build on the Fearnville playing 
fields, which the local community re-
sisted, has still not even commenced 
construction. And just last month, 
the council voted to press on with 
closing Gipton North nursery, and 
exploring privatisation of Shepherd’s 
Lane, 2 of 3 council-run Little Owls 
Nurseries in the area. 

In the local elections, after years 
of Labour domination, a prominent 
Gaza campaigner, Mothin Ali, was 
elected as councillor for the area, 
standing for the Green Party.

Far-right groups attempted to 
jump on the situation, distorting 
events to describe them as ‘the start 
of race riots in the UK’. They tried to 
inflame the situation with Islamo-
phobic comments, including claim-
ing Mothin was the instigator of the 
riots! Video footage clearly shows 
Mothin working with locals to stop 
people tipping bins and other rub-
bish onto the bus fires, and then 
helping local residents to put the fire 
out.

The Tommy Robinson-backed pro-
test in nearby Gipton the following 
Saturday, attempting to stoke divi-
sions in our community, only attract-
ed a handful. The far right, like the 
Labour-run council, has no answers 
to the underlying situation facing lo-
cal people.

We need a council that fights for 
the resources our city needs. We 
need free childcare, decent jobs, af-
fordable high-quality housing and 
more.

Green councillors have so far 
played a positive role in working 
with campaigners to Save Little Owls 
nursery, for example. How will they 
use their elected positions going 
forward to demand that the Labour 
council, now with a Labour govern-
ment in Westminster, funds the ser-
vices we need?

Events in Harehills show the huge 
accumulated anger that exists. That 
anger needs an expression through 
working-class struggle for all the 
things we need: decent homes, a real 
pay rise, a future for young people. A 
key part of that is a new mass party of 
the working class fighting for socialist 
change.

Aftermath in Harehills, Leeds  Iain Dalton

Paul mattsson

There is huge accumulated 
anger and frustration, as well 
as widespread distrust of the 
police and other authorities
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the Amazon workers. For a start, La-
bour should immediately raise the 
minimum wage to £15 an hour - a key 
demand of Amazon workers - and 
scrap the anti-union laws, includ-
ing the 1992 Act that prevents a new 
ballot for recognition for three years. 
The same anger at Amazon for its 
anti-union repression should also be 
put on Labour for letting the attacks 
go unchallenged.

The very slim defeat at Coventry 
Amazon has only encouraged the 

reps and activists to keep up the 
campaign for decent pay and work 
conditions. In this era of more vola-
tile politics and attacks on workers, it 
is vital that trade union strength, sol-
idarity, and organisation is built up 
across the working class. Employers 
come to Amazon to learn how to fight 
back against their workers. The work-
ing class must learn from its battles 
like this at Amazon to fight back, win, 
and put bosses like those at Amazon 
in their place!

trade unions trade unions1-14 August 2024 1-14 August 2024

Who runs PCS? 
PCS members voted for change in the NEC elections: This is being blocked 

Broad Left Network report on the PCS nec 
of 17-18 july

S
ince taking office in May 
2024, the new PCS left major-
ity on the union’s National 
Executive Committee (NEC) 
has had several priorities. 

These are based on the issues they 
campaigned on in the elections, 
which led to them winning 19 seats 
on the 35-seat NEC, defeating the 
former majority led by the ‘Left Uni-
ty’ (LU) grouping. The NEC major-
ity is a coalition, including the PCS 
Broad Left Network (BLN), in which 
the Socialist Party participates.

A strong national campaign. A po-
litical strategy that puts members’ 
needs first. A union that is run by 
the elected NEC and by lay reps at 
all levels, instead of being run by the 
general secretary’s team of unelected 
officials.

Business vetoed
The third meeting of the NEC since it 
was elected was on 17-18 July. For the 
third time, the majority of business 
put forward by the NEC majority was 
vetoed by the president. This ranged 
from motions on vital issues such as 
the union’s national campaign, to 
less important items such as which 
conference motions get assigned to 
which committees of the NEC. This 
veto meant that motions could not 
be moved, debated or voted on.

This approach was doubled down 
on by the president in a published 
statement on 17 July, setting “ap-
propriate boundaries” for how 
NEC business was to be conducted. 
This complained of the amount of 
email correspondence from NEC 
members, as the newly elected left 
coalition tries to rein in the undem-
ocratic behaviour of the general 
secretary.

Every lay rep and member, over 
the next ten months, is going to face 
the question: who runs PCS and in 
whose interests? Presently, it is not 
the elected NEC, it is the union’s 
machine, under the direction of the 
general secretary, propped up by 
the national president. They obstruct 
and challenge our right to progress 
our union’s policies.

National campaign
At every NEC meeting, LU members 
have derided the vote of PCS Annual 
Delegate Conference to throw out the 
national campaign strategy of the ex-
leadership, and to adopt a new ap-
proach. This NEC was no different, 
as the president and others attacked 
the new approach as a ‘two-tier’ 
campaign.

The NEC majority proposes that 
we should be ready and willing to 
call action amongst the 20,000 mem-
bers with a mandate, as we lay the 
groundwork to reballot the 100,000 
who missed a strike mandate in the 
ballot up to May 2024. This reballot 
would be on the basis of the demands 
agreed at conference, meaning that 
we could connect it to issues facing 
members every day, such as hybrid 
working. 

Pay remit talks have begun with 
the Cabinet Office, and by the end of 
July we will likely know where we are, 
including whether any new money is 
on the table or if pay awards will need 
to be found from within existing, al-
ready tight, departmental budgets. 
Additionally, the deadline we have 
set for a response from the prime 
minister will have expired.

The motion proposed by BLN and 
backed up by the rest of the left coa-
lition proposed a series of steps, in-
cluding engagement with lay reps 
across the union to discuss strategy, 
to ready us for a special NEC on 13 
August, with the intention of firming 
up timetables and potentially to call 
the first strike action. 

This was thrown off the 17-18 July 
agenda by the president.

The previous motion, passed on 10 
July, called for joint working with the 
other trade unions. The Labour gov-
ernment is rapidly going to be faced 
with demands on pay from teach-
ers, local government, the NHS and 
others. 

Nationalisation of water, of 

Royal Mail, of Port Talbot steelworks 
are also posed.

The president and general sec-
retary have not been able to sweep 
the 10 July motion away entirely. 
Consultation will proceed with lay 
reps, on a less widespread basis, 
and consideration of targets for se-
lective, paid strike action will also 
proceed.

Finance and organising
The general secretary, without refer-
ence to the NEC or any elected body 
of the union, has put in place a new 
staffing structure. This includes pro-
motions and pay rises for her two 
key lieutenants, unelected officials. 
The general secretary has also been 
recruiting new staff externally. All 

Members voted for a 
strong national campaign. 
A political strategy that 
puts members’ needs first. 
A union that is run by the 
elected NEC and reps at all 
levels, instead of being run 
by the general secretary’s 
team of unelected officials 

G4S security guards in DWP on strike  Martin reynolds
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of these things incur a cost in terms 
of staffing budgets within PCS, and 
pension liabilities. 

BLN supporters take the union’s 
finances very seriously, as does the 
union’s national treasurer, assistant 
general secretary (AGS) John Molo-
ney, who donates tens of thousands 
of pounds of his wages back to the 
union each year. 

After discussion with the finance 
committee chair, John attempted to 
put a paper to the NEC, raising con-
cerns. The general secretary blocked 
the paper being issued to the NEC. 
Further, the national president and 
general secretary each asserted that 
the elected AGS was obliged to clear 
all his papers via the general sec-
retary’s office, as a “contractual re-
quirement”. This is untrue. The AGS is 
directly elected by PCS members and 
is responsible to the NEC, as is the 
general secretary. 

The NEC majority’s organising 
motion was discussed and agreed. 
The way is now open to consider 
all those concerns voiced by reps 
about the blind spots of the previous 
strategy. 

For other financial and staffing 
concerns, and other important issues 
that were vetoed by the president, see 
bln.org.uk for a fuller report. 

Join us in transforming PCS
It could not be clearer that the general 
secretary and president are attempt-
ing to intimidate the NEC majority 
from putting in motions and amend-
ments. We reject this approach. 
Whether the general secretary likes 
it or not, the NEC majority was elect-
ed on a clear programme to build a 
serious national campaign, and to 
re-establish lay democracy and ac-
countability to the lay leadership of 
PCS. We intend to carry this through.

We will continue to report on 
events to the activist layer across the 
union, and call on every activist to 
help campaign for the policies and 
strategies voted for by the members. 
We encourage branches to invite 
BLN NEC members to speak. Help us 
build a union led by the elected lead-
ership, and accountable to branches 
and groups. 

BLN brings together activists from 
many political traditions, united in 
the belief that we need a fighting, 
democratic PCS with socialist poli-
cies. We urge every activist and lay 
rep in PCS to join BLN to help us re-
build PCS.

●● Since this report of the NEC 
was written, the new Labour 
government has proposed a pay 
remit of 5%, alongside £3 billion 
‘savings’ to be made by government 
departments to fund public sector 
pay rises

RMT activists on London Underground

T
he new Labour government 
seems to be seeking to avoid 
being pitched into conflict 
with the trade unions on day 
one. But one person who ap-

pears determined to bring it on is La-
bour’s London mayor, Sadiq Khan.

Khan’s Transport for London (TfL) 
managers have proposed a pay of-
fer to both TfL and London Under-
ground (LUL) workers of 3.3%. This 
will do little to address the ongoing 
cost-of-living crisis and the offer is 
linked to a sinister attempt to effec-
tively remove TfL/LUL trade unions 
from negotiating pay in the future. 

Management proposes putting all 
wage rates into bands which the em-
ployers (TfL and LUL) would refuse 
to negotiate with unions. These im-
posed bands would form caps that 
pay would not be allowed to exceed.

So, if LUL negotiated a 4% pay rise 
but this took the wages of, for exam-
ple, station staff, above the top of the 
‘customer service’ pay band, then 
station staff would not receive the 
consolidated pay rise. 

This approach is one that has been 
trailed in TfL for workers in jobs with 
banded pay. As a result, many work-
ers have missed several consolidated 
pay rises in the last nine years. TfL 
got away with this because union 

membership density is far lower 
in TfL than LUL. But now, TfL op-
erational roles, mainly organised by 
Unite, and LUL operational roles, 
mainly organised by RMT, are to be 
put into bands with salary caps. TfL 
has paid increases as one-off non-
consolidated payments in these 
circumstances, but this is not pen-
sionable and has no compound gain.

As well as suppressing year-on-
year pay rises, this strategy is an at-
tack on pensions by the back door. 
Blocked by RMT strike action from 
direct attacks on the TfL pension, TfL 
can cut pensions by holding down 
consolidated pay, which is used to 
calculate a retiree’s final salary.

Moreover, the effect of the so-
called offer would be that whatever 
the unions negotiate, managers 
would then go away and decide who 
can and cannot have the pay rise. 
This would be used to split workers 
and play one group off against an-
other. It is a real threat to the very 
right to negotiate pay.

RMT has told LUL that the un-
ion is in dispute over LUL’s failure 
to make an acceptable offer that is 
paid as consolidated salary to all. A 
mass meeting of RMT members is 
scheduled. TfL and LUL must aban-
don their clumsy attack on the un-
ions’ right to negotiate pay, or face a 
strike ballot.

London Underground 
workers prepare to fight 
on pay Adam Harmsworth

Coventry Socialist Party

The ballot for statutory recognition of 
GMB union at Amazon’s BHX4 Cov-
entry site was exceptionally narrowly 
lost. 49.5% of the 2,600 workers voted 
for GMB to be recognised, short by 
just 28 votes!

The union has been built up for 
nearly two years, following sponta-
neous sit-in protests in 2022 after 
Amazon gave workers an insulting 
35-50p pay rise. Then, GMB only had 
a few dozen members. Now it has 
over 1,000 members who have struck 
more than 30 times. GMB organisers 
have overcome hurdles of language 
barriers and a broad lack of under-
standing of what a trade union is and 
does. In the recognition campaign, 
information was translated into 
twelve languages.

The biggest hurdles, however, have 
come from Amazon itself. It is a no-
toriously anti-union corporate giant, 
which has used a range of repres-
sive measures to prevent and smash 
workers’ organisation. At BHX4, and 
to a lesser extent other sites, it has not 
been able to contain workers’ anger 
at poverty pay, cruel conditions, and 
bullying management.

For months before the recognition 
ballot process began at Coventry, 
Amazon had stepped up its attacks. 
Workers were bribed with free meals 
on strike days. Anti-union messages 
popped up across the site - from TV 
screens to posters in toilet cubicles. 
Union members reported that man-
agers were drafted in from other sites 
just to lurk around the warehouse 
speaking to staff about the ‘dangers’ 
of the union. QR codes were placed 
across the canteens with a direct link 
to cancel GMB union membership. 
Workers were pushed into attending 
multiple anti-union seminars.

Not achieving recognition is a set-
back for GMB’s campaign, but only to 
an extent. The workers have achieved 
a great deal without recognition and 
despite the attacks.

Fight not over
GMB officials reported the news with 
a defiant attitude, writing on X/Twit-
ter: “The fight has only begun - no 
retreat, no surrender”, “The fight isn’t 
over until we win”, “When we get 
knocked down, we get back up again”.

The activists are determined to 
keep the fight going. Within hours 
of the ballot result, GMB members 
at Amazon, supported by Coventry 
Trades Union Council, protested 
outside the BHX4 site, chanting “No 
surrender!” and “The workers united 
will never be defeated!”

Amazon is now facing a legal chal-
lenge over claims the company pres-
sured workers into cancelling their 
union membership – an Inducement 
Claim.

GMB members’ campaign in Am-
azon has received support from a 
swathe of the workers’ movement, 
from local trade union branches to 
the Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
itself.

The unions should put pressure on 
the Labour government to support 

Amazon workers defiant after 
narrow recognition ballot loss

Tube workers on strike 2022  west london socialist party

Amazon workers have taken over 30 days of strike 
action since January 2023  coventry socialist party
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Biden leaves presidential race
fight for a working-class 
political alternative

Help us raise £10,000 to fund the 
fight for socialism worldwide

Lenny Shail
Socialist Party executive committee

“A
merica has passed 
through one of Lenin’s 
weeks in which dec-
ades happen”, was how 
the capitalist Econo-

mist magazine started one of its lead-
ers, referencing the famous remark 
of the leader of the Russian Revolu-
tion. That was before US President Joe 
Biden announced he was withdraw-
ing from the US presidential race!

It is the latest expression of the frac-
tures, growing polarisation and insta-
bility that engulf US imperialism and 
its capitalist class.

Not since 1968, when Lyndon B 
Johnson withdrew from the presiden-
tial race, has a sitting president with-
drawn before contesting for a second 
full term. However, against the back-
drop of the rise and threat of a return 
of president Trump Mark 2, the signif-
icance is even more heightened.

For weeks, pressure has been piling 
on Biden to step down since the disas-
trous debate with Trump in June.

Day after day, leading Democrats 
had been adding their names to those 
calling for him step down, and rich 
backers adding their names or stop-
ping their funds. Many more called 
for him to go in private or went as far 
as calling for him to step down with-
out actually saying it.

In many ways, this relentless pres-
sure is an attempt by the majority of 
the US capitalist class who oppose 
Trump to get their act together, in 
their eyes to save US capitalism and 
imperialism from the chaos of anoth-
er Trump presidency.

But it still doesn’t hide the frac-
tures within the Democratic Party, 
part of the wider polarisation devel-
oping across the US that can lead 
to civil war-like situations and local 
clashes.

Biden’s quick endorsement of Ka-
mala Harris was the first step in her 
likely coronation as Democrat candi-
date for November’s election. Though 
there is a desire for a unified candi-
date avoiding further divisions, it is 
not without problems for the US capi-
talist class.

The crisis of US ‘democratic cred-
ibility’ hangs over the election and 
within the Democratic Party itself. 
This is reflected by calls in the Econ-
omist, Financial Times and other 
capitalist media for a contest at the 
Democratic National Convention 
taking place from 19-22 August, de-
spite the problems it could open up. 
If it was to become a genuine ‘open 
convention’, it is likely they will be 
satisfied with Harris as a candidate. 
This despite their concerns and its 

limitations, including the California-
elite image she portrays.

There are now hopes that this puts 
the Democrats back in position to 
beat Trump. However, only a year 
ago, many commented that Kamala 
Harris was a worse option than Biden 
to challenge Trump at a presidential 
election. Her 2020 run for the Demo-
cratic nomination rapidly collapsed. 
Current polls indicate that Trump is 
still the favourite and he’s at the same 
levels as before the disastrous debate 
between Biden and Trump in June.

So called Lefts within Democrats
The so-called ‘lefts’ within the Demo-
crats have been utterly embarrassed. 
In the lead-up to Biden’s withdrawal, 
the leading proponents supporting 
him staying were Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez (AOC) and other members of 
‘the squad’, including Bernie Sand-
ers, whose left-wing challenge for 
the 2016 Democratic nomination en-
thused millions.

If any wanted to represent the work-
ing class and oppose the two big capi-
talist parties, they’d put themselves 
forward, as Sanders partly did in 2016 
and 2020, and this time, not leave it 
there but independently organise the 
growing anger and disillusionment 
that Trump and his running mate JD 
Vance are opportunistically seizing. 
This could be part of a call to the trade 
unions and wider working class for 
the largest-possible workers’ stand in 
future elections, breaking from the 
Democrats.

It is important to also point to 
the significant ‘uncommitted’ votes 
against Biden in the early Democratic 
primaries and caucuses at the start of 
the year. These numbered hundreds 
of thousands state by state. Many not 
even registered Democrats came out 
using it as a voice against Biden and 
against the slaughter of Palestinians 
by the Israeli state.

Despite its limitations, that move-
ment and mood gives a glimpse of the 
possibility and vacuum that exists for 
the development of a mass working-
class political voice in the US.

Many trade unions, much of the 
trade union leadership, including un-
fortunately the firebrand leader of the 
UAW union Sean Fain, simply backed 
Biden and now Harris as candidates 
for the ‘pro-union’ party, with no hint 
of irony.

Millions will not vote. However, 
many millions, because of the utter 
failure of Sanders and the trade un-
ion leaderships, could be swayed by 
Trump and Vance.

Vance has styled himself as a man 
from poverty done good, describing 
himself as a fighter for the working 
class. Sections of the Republicans and 

capitalist press have labelled him ‘the 
Republican Bernie’. In his own words: 
“The People on the left, I would say, 
whose politics I’m open to – It’s the 
Bernie Bros”.

It’s quite clear that Vance is op-
portunistically trying to catch the 
ear of the layer of workers who were 
inspired by Sanders with calls for a 
$20-an-hour minimum wage and at-
tacks on big corporations (as well as 
big unions, of course!)

Like Trump, his populist calls are 
combined with right-wing rhetoric 
and policies that pose real threats to 
working people, the environment and 
more.

It gives a warning to dangers that 
exist when the working class has no 
mass political voice. Therefore, the 
struggle for a mass socialist working-
class alternative is urgent.

Teamsters union president Sean 
O’Brien spoke at the Republican Na-
tional Convention 15-18 July, the first 
teamster to do so in 121 years.

O’Brien has, in the last few years, 
attempted to pose as a hardline union 
leader prepared to take on big busi-
ness, without much follow through. 
The 2023 national UPS strike, that 
mobilised huge momentum and 
power behind it, was called off in the 
final hours on the basis of limited 
concessions.

Trump has zero interest in O’Brien’s 
pro-worker proposals. But having a 
Teamster president there, giving it 
the hard line on big business and the 
elite, just plays into Trump’s fake-
populist brand.

Many points O’Brien made in his 
speech were correct in terms of the 
plight of the working class in the USA. 
His comments included: “The Team-
sters are not interested if you have a 
D, R, or I next to your name. We want 
to know one thing: what are you doing 
to help American workers?”

“Remember, elites have no party, 
elites have no nation. Their loyalty 
is to the balance sheet and the stock 
price at the expense of the American 
worker.”

According to O’Brien, the Demo-
crats ignored his request to speak at 
their convention. With many team-
sters angered by O’Brien’s own popu-
larist opportunism, his speech has 
opened up a potential debate and 
struggle in the Teamsters and wider 
union movement about the politi-
cal strategy and democracy of trade 
unions.

However, many attacking O’Brien 
from within the union movement and 
beyond are at the same time simply 
regurgitating that the Democrats and 
Harris (and Biden previously) were 

pro-worker and pro-union. This only 
plays into the hands of Trump and 
Vance.

For huge numbers of workers, this 
shows they are simply out of touch 
with the realities of life in the last five 
years of a Democratic president, the 
decades of Democratic administra-
tions previously, and the many Dem-
ocratic local and state governments.

Trump used his speech at the con-
vention to call for the UAW to fire its 
president Shawn Fain. A big shift 
compared to Trump’s claims he al-
ways had the back of striking UAW 
workers during the month-long au-
toworkers strike last year.

Fain replied by correctly stating: 
“America’s autoworkers aren’t the 
problem, our union isn’t the problem. 
The working class isn’t the problem. 
Corporate greed and the billionaires’ 
hero, mascot, and lap dog Donald 
Trump, are the problem… Don’t get 
played by this scab billionaire.”

However, in no way does that let 
O’Brien or Fain off the hook. They 
lead two of the of the most powerful 
trade unions in the USA. They could 
put their money and their unions’ 
power where their mouth is. They 
could make the call for other union 
leaders, whose unions have been or-
ganising in union drives and strikes 
in the recent period, to break from 
the Democrats and begin to set the 
agenda and tone in the political de-
bate and at the ballot box by raising 
what’s needed for the working class. 
They could be spearheading the fight 
for a workers’ voice at the ballot box 
across the US, but instead they are not 
prepared to challenge the system.

Such a campaign, if it had been 
launched last year off the back of the 
UPS and autoworkers contract strug-
gles, could have laid the basis for a 
mass union-backed workers’ presi-
dential campaign.

But even now, the union leaders 
could intervene in this election to 
counter and stop the opportunistic 
and hypocritical lies and propaganda 
of Trump and Vance. This could lay 
the basis for a mass workers’ stand in 
future local, state and congressional 
elections.

Many unions have seen the begin-
nings and formation of rank-and-file 
initiatives and organisations develop 
in recent years. As well as playing a 
key industrial role, organising on the 
ground, campaigning to force action 
and make unions democratically run 
combative organisations, such bod-
ies could also coordinate industrially 
and raise the need for a fighting po-
litical strategy. They could play an im-
portant role in raising the call for an 
independent stand by workers, as the 
first step towards a new party of the 
working class.

The Socialist Party is part of 
the Committee for a Workers’ 
International (CWI), which 
organises across the world, fighting 
for socialist change. This summer, 
dozens of Socialist Party activists 
will be attending the ‘CWI School’ in 
Berlin, to discuss with scores of other 
CWI members. The Socialist Party 
is campaigning to raise £10,000 to 
contribute to the financial appeal 
at that international meeting. 
Sean Figg, a member of the CWI 
International Secretariat, explains 
why that money is needed.

Worldwide, the capitalist profit-sys-
tem means disaster for the working-
class and poor masses. The result is 
multiple and convergent political, 
economic, social, environmental and 
health crises. Economic crises recur 
again and again, casting a permanent 
shadow of uncertainty over the lives of 
billions, hammering living standards 

and dragging them backwards. 
Major regional wars, civil wars 

and military coups are taking 
place as the capitalist ruling 

classes and their different 
factions vie for influence, 
power and wealth. Military 
spending has reached 
record levels. A second 
Trump presidency is a 
real possibility and will 

add further fuel to the fires 
of global instability.

The interconnectedness 
of the world is repeatedly 

hammered home in this era of 
capitalist crisis. Wars spill over 

borders, spark refugee crises and 

drive mass migrations. The Covid-19 
pandemic was a global disaster, as 
was the cost-of-living crisis that fol-
lowed in its wake, and the ongoing 
environmental emergency. The idea 
that international solutions are need-
ed to the problems facing the work-
ing class, young people and the poor 
worldwide can be quickly grasped.

On every continent and in every 
country, people are compelled to 
fight back. In recent weeks alone, 
Kenya and Bangladesh have erupt-
ed in major anti-government pro-
tests. They are added to the roll-call 
of neocolonial revolts in the recent 
period – Chile, Lebanon, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Iraq and Myanmar. These 
have taken place alongside impor-
tant strike waves in Europe and North 
America. More mass movements and 
mass struggles, rebellions, revolts 
and uprisings lie ahead. Increasingly, 
groups of workers and youth, and 
other working-class organisations 
will search for the ideas that the CWI 
defends and develops. We need to be 
ready to meet this demand.

The resources of the CWI need to 
be built to increase our ability to in-
tervene in the escalating class strug-
gle the crisis of world capitalism is 
provoking, and win the best activists 
among the working class, the youth 
and the poor masses to revolution-
ary socialist internationalism. The 
CWI has built experience over fifty 
years on all continents. Our sections 
and members have a proud record of 
participating in and leading struggle. 
Whilst the first capitalist trillionaire is 
expected soon, the CWI can only rely 
on its members and sympathisers for 

financial support.
But this is just one aspect of the 

crucial work done by the CWI Inter-
national Centre, based in London. 
Alongside efforts to reach activists in 
new countries is the important task 
of political support to the existing 
sections of the CWI. This is crucial 
to maintaining the CWI as a unified 
revolutionary socialist international 
based on a common method and ori-
entation to the working class – the only 
social force that can carry through the 
socialist revolution worldwide.

Under the pressure of the pandem-
ic and the cost-of-living crisis – which 
has increased air fares substantially 
– vital regular political visits have not 
been as frequent as in the past. This 
year, the International Centre has 
strived to change this. So far, visits by 
members of the CWI’s International 
Secretariat have been funded to Chile 
and Malaysia. Before the end of the 
year, we are planning at least three 
more visits to support the work of 
CWI members in key countries.

Alongside this is the need to main-
tain and look towards expanding the 
resources of the International Centre, 
including full-time workers. All of this 
is a necessary foundation to develop 
and promote the CWI’s Marxist analy-
sis of the class struggle globally.

The Socialist Party, the CWI in Eng-
land and Wales, is campaigning to 
raise £10,000 to support the political 
work of the CWI over the remainder 
of 2024.

●● If you can, donate via www.
socialistparty.org.uk/donations/
cwi-appeal and make it clear you 
are donating to the ‘CWI appeal’

Even now, union leaders 
could intervene in this 
election to counter and 
stop the opportunistic 
and hypocritical lies and 
propaganda of Trump and 
Vance. This could lay the 
basis for a mass workers’ 
stand in future local, state 
and congress elections

CWI members in Nigeria

PHOTOS: PUBLIC DOMAIN, TRUMP WHITE HOUSE ARCHIVE/CC, FIBONACCI BLUE/CC
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June Angus
West London Socialist Party

Tens of thousands of LGBTQ+ peo-
ple and their allies marched through 
central London in a record show of 
solidarity at Trans Pride on 27 July.

The atmosphere was mixed. On 
the one hand, the Tories and their 
crusade against transgender people 
suffered a historic defeat in July’s 
general election. So the event felt 
more celebratory than it has been in 
recent years.

2023’s calendar was marked with 
vigils and remembrances of vio-
lence against the trans community, 
particularly following the murder 
of 16-year-old Brianna Ghey. Many 
trans people we spoke to at those 
events felt hopeless in the face of in-
creasing hostility against them. This 
year was noticeably more optimistic.

Nonetheless, Keir Starmer’s Labour 
government has so far not proven that 
it is committed to LGBTQ+ rights, and 
this was also reflected in the attitude 
of attendees. Many placards were 
directed at Wes Streeting, Labour’s 
new health secretary, who has made 
the Tories’ temporary ban on puberty 
blockers permanent, or at Keir Starm-
er, who has faced criticism for his 
comments about trans women.

The event was also under threat 
from the far right, who descended on 
central London on the same after-
noon. Although this did not interfere 

with Trans Pride in the main, it still 
highlighted the vulnerability of trans 
people. One steward was attacked, 
which served as a reminder that 
there is still a lot of work to be done 
in ensuring trans people’s rights and 
safety on the streets.

Trans Pride served as a great op-
portunity for us to put across our ide-
as. We spoke to many attendees who 
agreed that there is a clear need for 
a mass political movement that will 
fight to enshrine the rights of trans 
people, and to combat hate.

The Socialist Party says that we 
need immediate full protection of 
LGBTQ+ rights, but that we also need 
fully funded provisions and public 
services, as an effective way of com-
bating the ideas of the far right.

We must continue to fight for LG-
BTQ+ rights under the new Labour 
government. And, as part of that, we 
also must ensure we are fighting with 
the goal of achieving a socialist sys-
tem, under democratic control of the 
working classes, that can meet every-
one’s needs.

CAMPAIGNS CAMPAIGNS1-14 August 2024 1-14 August 2024
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After thousands rally 
with Tommy Robinson
How can the far right 
be combated? 
Paula Mitchell
Socialist Party executive committee

M
any people will be alarmed 
at the size of far-right Tom-
my Robinson’s national 
rally in Trafalgar Square 
on Saturday 27 July, in the 

name of “Uniting the Kingdom”. Rac-
ist and Islamophobic chants and 
speeches rang out.

Figures like Robinson feed off the 
anger of people driven down by pov-
erty and the crisis in services and 
housing after 14 years of austerity. 
But at the core of the movement Rob-
inson is trying to build are hardened 
racists and fascists. His rallies in-
clude football hooligans and others 
getting drunk and looking for a fight.

Far from benefiting white workers, 
the division he tries to create among 
working-class people would make it 
easier for the bosses and their pro-
capitalist political parties to rule, and 
drive all workers’ living standards 
even further into the dirt. He must be 
opposed. 

A counter-protest was organised 
by Stand Up to Racism (SUTR). Many 
anti-racist activists and trade union-
ists participated, but it was much 
smaller than the turnout at the far-
right rally. 

If any far-right group plans to 
march through local communities 
it is vital that they are met by coun-
ter-demonstrations, and preferably 
prevented from marching at all. Oth-
erwise, there is a risk they will in-
timidate and threaten people in the 
community. Protests that mobilise 
the strength of the trade unions and 
local communities can demoralise 
far-right groupings and send them 
packing. Socialist Party members 
have been prominent in such local 
mobilisations, such as in Waltham-
stow, Leicester and other areas, that 
have successfully stopped the far 
right.

But when there is a big turnout at a 
far-right protest in central London, to 
lead a much smaller counter-demo 

into close proximity to it, with low 
levels of stewarding, relying on the 
police for protection, can pose un-
necessary risks to the safety of par-
ticipants. Unfortunately, on Saturday 
an anti-racist protester was attacked.

On the same day, there was a Lon-
don Trans Pride demonstration tak-
ing place just a mile and a half away. 

Trade unionists in London, sup-
ported by the Socialist Party, issued 
a statement which proposed a dif-
ferent approach to that taken by the 
organisers of SUTR – one that would 
have both enabled a counter-protest 
to Tommy Robinson and also offered 
concrete solidarity and defence of an 
event that could be at risk of attack. 

The ‘Statement on the need for 
practical trade union solidarity with 
London Trans Pride’ can be seen at 
socialistparty.org.uk.  

It argued: “We know that Tommy 
Robinson is reported to back pro-
tests against Drag Story Times. Even 
if there is no official call, it is possible 
individuals or groups could identify 
Trans Pride as a target for attack on 
the day. 

“This statement is an appeal to 
Stand Up To Racism, in consultation 
with London Trans Pride, to change 
the route of their march and instead 
go directly from Russell Square to the 
London Trans Pride assembly point. 
This means we can provide practi-
cal solidarity in the form of an anti-
fascist contingent and stewards to 
supplement the existing Trans Pride 
stewarding plans.”

Unfortunately this approach was 
not adopted by the SUTR organisers.

When figures like Tommy Robin-
son are able to mobilise so many, it 
is vitally important that we have an 
open and honest debate about how 
best to combat the far right. 

Speakers at the SUTR rally includ-
ed Jeremy Corbyn and assistant gen-
eral secretary of the RMT rail union 
Eddie Dempsey. Both rightly stated 
that it is not enough to just march 
against racists and fascists but it is 
necessary to fight on the issues that 

can breed support for those ideas. 
Eddie Dempsey said “we must fight 
on the class issues” of poverty, jobs, 
homes and services. 

Keir Starmer’s Labour government 
is clear. It intends a continuation of 
austerity: an NHS crisis, a lack of af-
fordable housing, huge cuts to coun-
cil services, and poverty. 

It is reported that the crowd in Tra-
falgar Square was asked who they 
voted for and overwhelming the an-
swer was Reform. This is a warning 
of the danger of right-populist, racist 
forces stepping into the vacuum as 
anger with the Labour government 
grows. 

The massive strike wave in 2022-23 
showed the huge potential power of 
the working class to fill that vacuum 
with the fight for the pay, jobs, homes 
and services we all need. Standing up 
to racism is not separate from that. 

Preparing a serious fight on these 
issues would also enable the trade 
unions to mobilise much bigger 
numbers when needed on anti-rac-
ist demonstrations, especially if the 
slogans of the demonstrations were 
clearly linked to those class issues. 

Part of that should also be a seri-
ous approach to stewarding. The 
Socialist Party has long argued for 
proper stewarding, including calling 
on the unions to provide stewards. 
We welcomed the decision in 2018 of 
RMT members in London, including 
Eddie Dempsey, to start compiling 
a stewards list from their ranks, ap-
pealing to other unions to join it. That 
approach should be adopted again. 

And the vote for Reform also is 
a warning of how vital it is to build 
a working-class political voice that 
fights for socialist policies. Eddie 
Dempsey was one of the instiga-
tors of Enough is Enough in 2022, 
along with RMT general secretary 
Mick Lynch and general secretary of 
the Communication Workers Union 
(CWU) Dave Ward. At the height of 
the rail and postal strikes, Enough is 
Enough attracted half a million peo-
ple, many hoping this would be the 
beginning of a new political voice. 

That was a lost opportunity then, 
but the challenge must be met now.

Anger at Labour at 
biggest-ever Trans Pride

We also need fully funded 
provisions and public services, 
as an effective way of combating 
the ideas of the far right

Neill Dunne
Liverpool and District Socialist Party

An event was planned for mid-Sep-
tember for a podcast show hosted by 
Tory broadcaster Iain Dale at the Liv-
erpool Royal Philharmonic Theatre. 

This shocked me, as I was aware 
that he had published a book by Nor-
man Bettison, who was a chief in-
spector of South Yorkshire Police at 
the time of the Hillsborough Disaster 
in 1989. 

The Socialist Party has members 
and I have friends who lost loved 
ones, and some that survived that 
fateful day, 15 April 1989. 

The Philharmonic has hosted 
events by Hillsborough justice cam-
paigns in the past and it was assumed 
it was an oversight. 

So, after the shock of learning Dale 
would be profiting from a show at the 
venue, while also profiting from en-
dorsing and publishing the repeated 

lies from Norman Bettison, I asked 
the theatre to remove Dale, as this 
would have been an insult to the 
families of victims, the survivors and 
the people of the city. 

It is now known that Bettison was 
responsible for organising the alter-
ing and tampering of witness state-
ments in the aftermath, with the sole 
intention of removing blame from 
the police service, and placing it 
solely onto the fans that day. 

Bettison and his team conspired 
with media agencies, including 
Whites news agency, to shift the nar-
rative in the public domain, painting 
an inaccurate and misleading per-
ception that people from Liverpool 
are drunken, feckless and violent. 
This allowed the country to accept 
the police version of events against 
the accounts of thousands who had 
been witness to the disaster on TV 
and with their own eyes in the Hills-
borough stadium that day.

The media printed lies and pro-
tected the Thatcher government and 
police service, who conspired in a 
cover-up to absolve themselves from 
any blame. Following governments 
continued this, until the Hillsbor-
ough Independent Panel released 
the evidence in the past decade and 
the truth was released.

The damage caused by Bettison’s 
team and the politicians and jour-
nalists who’ve helped them have al-
lowed a city to be criminalised.

I have been called an online troll 
by Dale in the aftermath of this and 
he has attacked the Royal Philhar-
monic for showing no backbone over 
the issue. I believe it is the actions 
taken by the Philharmonic, in can-
celling the event, that shows courage 
and backbone to not allow money-
obsessed individuals to profit from 
insulting and causing distress or tor-
ment to the people of a city. We will 
never forget.

Anthony Williams
Plymouth Socialist Party

The earth is 4.5 billon years old. 
Humans began to emerge 300,000 
years ago. We have been around for 
mere minutes in relation to the life 
span of the Earth. Yet in human-
ity’s short time on the planet, there 
has been the destabilisation of eco-
systems due to deforestation and 
overexploitation. 

Why has the above happened? It 
has happened due to the greed of 
the capitalist system. A system that 
actively encourages wanton greed, 
production of goods with a short 
lifespan, and people to blame each 
other or minorities for the environ-
mental crisis. 

The crisis cannot be fixed by mak-
ing tweaks to the capitalist system. 
We need a socialist system to en-
sure that the best decisions for the 

environment are made without the 
influence of greed, and in a truly 
democratic way.

By working together democratical-
ly to remove issues such as inequal-
ity, poverty, and imperialism, we can 
give workers worldwide the space to 
push for solutions to the crisis. I want 
to be part of the Socialist Party to 
achieve this.

Emily Lyndon
Tower Hamlets Socialist Party

A vital space within the community 
is at risk of closure following an evic-
tion notice. 

Members of the community 
showed up to a rally on 29 July to 
oppose closing the doors on the 
iconic venue. Speakers ranged from 
performers, members of performing 
arts union Equity, and other activ-
ists working to save London’s queer 
spaces.

Speakers shared memories, high-
lighting the importance of spaces like 
this for queer people, spaces where 
all can be free and safe to explore 
their identities. At a time when LG-
BTQ+ people are seeing their rights 
under attack, it is essential to protect 
and maintain these spaces.

Equity general secretary Paul 
Fleming called for an end to the capi-
talist property system that constantly 
puts communities and venues at 
risk. He called on residents, work-
ers, and audiences to commit to the 

campaign to keep venues like this 
and others safe from the hands of 
property developers.

A campaign of performers, the 
local community, and local trade 
unions could put pressure on the lo-
cal council – run by local independ-
ent party Aspire – to give the venue 
‘community asset’ status to retain 
the building’s use as a venue. Tower 
Hamlets Council must resist pres-
sure to allow property speculators 
to redevelop the site into more unaf-
fordable housing.

Cas Middlemas
Leeds and West Yorkshire Socialist Party

Socialist Party members participated 
in Leeds Pride, the second largest 
free Pride in the country. Unfortu-
nately, like many other Pride events, 
Leeds has become increasingly sani-
tised and commodified.

One of the main sponsors was First 
Direct bank, whose parent company, 
HSBC, has millions of pounds of in-
vestments from firms that sell arms 
to Israel and bulldoze Palestinian 
homes and communities. Despite 
this, the political mood could not be 
dampened.

People that we talked to at our So-
cialist Party campaign stall shared 
the sentiment that they were glad 
to see the Tories gone, but felt that 
Labour would be much of the same. 
Many expressed anger over the 

new government policy to contin-
ue the ban on puberty blockers for 
under-18s.

Support for Palestine was also 
strong, with a large bloc. However, 
they, along with the entire trade un-
ion bloc, had been relegated to the 
back of the march.

When talking to older LGBTQ+ 
people, they acknowledged that while 
some things had got better, queer 
nightlife and community was getting 
actively worse. Many felt that Pride 
had become one big advert, and that 
local councils were responsible for 
damaging community spaces.

The highlight for me was seeing 
the positive discussions and the hard 
work put in by Socialist Party sup-
porters, selling our newspaper, rais-
ing money for our fighting fund, and 
most importantly, putting forward 
the case for socialism.

Hillsborough: Liverpool Socialist Party forces 
Philharmonic Theatre to cancel Iain Dale 
podcast show

Why I joined the Socialist Party
Earth ebbing away due to 
corporate greed

JOIN THE 
SOCIALISTS

Join the fightback

●● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
●● or call 020 8988 8777
●● or text your name and  

postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

Leeds Pride – ‘One big advert’ 
couldn’t dampen political mood Save Bethnal Green Working 

Men’s Club

Socialist Party members 
at Leeds Pride photo: LEEDS SP

Socialist Party members 
at Trans Pride photo: HUGO PIERRE

photo: IAN PATTISON
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Martin Reynolds spoke to a 
National Education Union 
(NEU) striker on the picket line at 
Chingford Foundation school in 
East London. Teachers and support 
staff were taking strike action 
against an increase in teaching 
time, workload, and the use of 
fixed-term contracts for support 
staff. As term ended, the strikers 
accepted a deal with various gains 
including a reduction in teaching 
time.

Can you tell me why you’re out here on 
the picket line today?
It’s been a whole range of issues 
this year, but amongst them, we 
had a historic agreement between 
the union and the school that we 
wouldn’t teach more than 20 hours 
a week, in line with many other 
schools in Waltham Forest. Man-
agement have decided that they 
can push through that and ask us to 

teach more hours, while reducing 
our planning time. 

This has a huge impact on the kids 
as well as on our individual wellbe-
ing. It means less planning time per 
student, less time marking, less time 
assessing. So it is a squeeze on all of 
us at a time when we can’t really give 
any more.

What’s the mood in the school amongst 
teachers?
Well, we were offered a settlement 
that members didn’t feel met our 
demands. So it was unanimously 
rejected, which I think shows the 
strong solidarity that there is among 
teachers and support staff for chal-
lenging this.

Our colleagues at South Chingford 
School have joined us in the strike 
action, because they are facing very 
similar issues - increased workload, 
reduced planning time, and no ad-
justment in salary for that.

Steve Score
Leicester Socialist Party

Once again it was an extremely loud 
and lively picket line outside the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary as health 
care assistants (HCAs) took their 18th 
day of strike action in three months 
to get back pay they are owed.

There was constant chanting and 
mini speeches on the megaphone, 
and a cacophony of car, bus and lorry 
horns in support. A couple of RCN 
nurses’ representatives also support-
ed the picket line.

Six years’ back pay
The Unison members have won re-
grading due to the extra clinical tasks 
they have carried out for many years, 
but the health trust refuses to give 
them the six years back pay they are 
demanding.

Recent strikes have been coordi-
nated with action taken by HCAs in 
Northamptonshire hospitals. This 
is especially appropriate since the 
Chief Executive of University Hospi-
tals Leicester trust is also Chief Exec-
utive of the Northamptonshire Trust. 

There was discussion on the picket 
line about whether there were more 
chances of workers winning conces-
sions under the new Labour govern-
ment. Whatever Starmer’s intentions, 
the change in government can still 
raise hopes and confidence.

The anger of members in Leicester 
was reflected in their support for es-
calating the action. Following a mass 
meeting, they voted for a 26-day con-
tinuous strike from 5-31 August.

John Williams
Socialist Party Wales

Valley Vets workers are continuing 
their historic strike action with a 
second week, and many more weeks 
possibly on the cards. They’re strik-
ing for fair pay, fair fees and smaller 
profits. 

And there’s plenty of money to get 
negotiating with. The whole veteri-
nary service is worth £2 billion - £5 
billion if you include other pet-relat-
ed services. And Vet Partners, who 
own Valley Vets, made a gross profit 
of £553 million last year - nearly £120 
million more than the year before. So 
it’s disgraceful that the pay offer for 
the lowest paid puts them just above 
minimum wage. 

CEO
The CEO crossed a picket line and 
spoke to striking workers. In re-
sponse to a worker saying she could 
get a better-paid job at Aldi, the CEO 
replied: “The reality is, you might 
have to do that”. She followed it up 
with: “I had to take a wage increase 
or I wouldn’t be taken seriously as 
a CEO”. Easy for her to say, with a 

gross annual wage of £450,000 plus 
bonuses! 

But it’s not just pay that they’re 
striking over. It’s care for the clients 
too. Since 2015, average vet costs in 
the UK have increased by 50%, with 
some clients having to take the deci-
sion to put their pets to sleep due to 
not being able to afford vet fees. The 
boss accused strikers of bringing the 
profession into disrepute because of 
the emphasis on fair fees.

‘Open the books’
The CEO also claimed that Vet Part-
ners is close to bankruptcy. A sup-
porter of the strike responded: “Open 
the books!” 

Just six firms have a monopoly over 
the veterinary industry in the UK. 
These big corporations should be na-
tionalised, alongside major pet food 
companies and the pharmaceuticals. 

●● Strikers are appealing for support 
for the strike fund:

●● Unite NW 6821 British Veterinary 
Union, Sort Code: 60 83 01, Account: 
20324944, Reference: Valley 

●● See full article at 
socialistpartywales.org.uk 

Alistair Tice
Sheffield Socialist Party

40 striking Sheffield bin workers, 
Unite the Union members, assem-
bled to picket the Lumley Street re-
fuse depot at 6am on Monday 29 July. 
But the yard was empty and its en-
trance sealed off by security fencing 
(including an adjacent company’s 
entrance!). Veolia, which runs the 
outsourced Sheffield council waste 
management services on a 35-year 
contract (yes, 35 years!), had moved 
all the refuse vehicles out of the de-
pot over the weekend to escape the 
pickets and try to break the strike. 

Unite members are striking for 
union recognition. The GMB, which 
was the major union, has a sole rec-
ognition agreement, but many work-
ers have recently transferred to Unite 
after years of poor pay deals.

47%
Unite claims over half the workforce 
are now in the union, but Veolia says 
Unite has 47% at Lumley Street so 
doesn’t have to recognise them. 

Clearly the management is trying 
to play divide and rule and fears a re-
united joint union workforce deter-
mined to fight for a better deal. 

Socialist Party members believe 

that Unite and GMB should both 
be recognised. Striking Unite mem-
bers should appeal to their GMB 
colleagues to support their right to 
union recognition and not allow the 
company to play off one against an-
other. Pressure must be put on the 
Labour-led coalition council to force 
Veolia to recognise Unite. 

And this dispute - following sev-
eral other strikes against bullying 
management and below-inflation 
pay rises - is another reason why the 
contract with Veolia should be ter-
minated and all waste management 
services brought back in-house and 
under workers’ control.

East London NEU strike victory

Vets on strike for fair pay 
and fair fees

Leicester health workers up the ante

AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q3: JULY-SEPTEMBER 2024 DEADLINE: 30 SEPTEMBER 2024
South West 1,231 2,100 59%
North West 235 1,200 20%

East Midlands 277 2,050 14%
Northern 87 800 11%

Wales 252 2,400 10%
London 491 5,000 10%
Eastern 118 1,300 9%

Southern & SE 198 2,400 8%
Yorkshire 122 2,650 5%

West Midlands 60 2,700 2%
Other 5,095 2,400 212%
TOTAL 8,166 25,000 33%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Sheffield bin workers fight 
for union recognition Mariam Kamish

Rhondda Cynon Taff (RCT) Socialist Party

“Shame on you!” roared the crowd 
outside the RCT council offices in 
Pontypridd. “Stop the quarry! Whose 
mountain? Our mountain!”

After a magnificent march from 
the quarry, 200 adults and kids had 
arrived with banners and placards.

The blue stone at Craig yr Hesg is 
70% quartz, ie silica. Which makes 
its chippings used for road building 
highly skid resistant.

Silica dust – proven to cause cancer 
– falls from the sky. Yet, the council 
says the high rates of asthma, COPD 
and cancer are anecdotal.

Greed
Kids in Glyncoch are breathing silica 
dust to make a nice road surface. 
What an indictment of capitalist 
greed and indifference!

The Labour council has allowed 
multinational Heidelberg to rip out 
the mountain for years. In 2014, it 
sold 27 acres for an extension for 
£4,000 – and mineral rights for £2.2 
million. But when the Labour-led 
Senedd granted a further extension 
last year, people in Glyncoch organ-
ised to fight back.

The campaign demands the council 
makes the greatest possible use of its 
powers to monitor and regulate the 
quarry – and to be transparent – while 
campaigners are trying to get the 

of rail, the potential threat and rise 
of fascism, and other pressing mat-
ters. A central question we posed to 
the speakers of the panels was: “Will 
trade unions support a new mass 
workers’ party to challenge Labour?”

On the last day of the festival, we 
joined the march and distributed our 
materials. Over 140 people bought 
our Socialist paper. By the end of the 
festival, most attendees were familiar 
with our programme.

The festival concluded with the 
traditional march through Tolpud-
dle. The sky was awash with red as 
people proudly marched with flags 
and banners raised high, accompa-
nied by chants and brass bands. Our 
party joined the procession, chant-
ing for better pay, and advocating for 
a new mass workers’ party.

What did the union 
leaders say?
Trade unions leaders also spoke. 
Southampton Socialist Party 
member Sue Atkins reports what 
messages they had for the new 
Labour government.

Unite general secretary Sharon Gra-
ham explained that inequality is a 
political choice. “Labour must de-
cide which side it is on… Britain is 
broken. It’s on its knees. and tinker-
ing around at the edges is not going 
to be good enough”.

Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
general secretary Paul Nowak said 
that Labour must nationalise, start 
a massive wave of insourcing so that 
we fund public services, not private 
profit, and save the steelworks in Port 

Talbot. He also called on Labour to 
ignore the employers’ lobby, and de-
liver workers’ rights in full.

Fire Brigades Union (FBU) general 
secretary Matt Wrack said that La-
bour must use its overwhelming ma-
jority to deliver “significant change”. 
He noted the historically low vote for 
Labour, and the support for Reform 
in the general election. His remedy 
was that the new government needs 
to offer hope, and that the job of the 
trade unions is to campaign with a 
Labour government for our mem-
bers to restore our rights and im-
prove our wages.

Workers’ MPs
However, what was not addressed by 
any of the speakers was what needs 
to be done when Labour acts in the 
interests of the bosses instead of the 
working class. The refusal to support 
lifting the two-child benefit cap, and 
the suspension of seven MPs is a 
clear expression of intent.

Even a small group of MPs who 
fight for workers’ interests is an im-
provement. The trade unions lead-
ers who spoke at Tolpuddle should 
call on the ‘suspended seven’, Jeremy 
Corbyn, the other independent MPs, 
and perhaps with the Green MPs too, 
to form a ‘workers’ bloc’ to campaign 
for the policies they raised.

A new party of the workers’ 
movement would offer real hope 
– a channel though which work-
ers, socialists, and trade unionists 
can start to organise and fight for 
our own programme for socialist 
change, an alternative to the con-
tinuing attacks that Labour seems 
to have in store, and put the night-
mare of the last 14 Tory years really 
behind us for good.

Kids in Glyncoch deserve to breathe

Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival
Union leaders have message for Labour government

Sheila caffrey

steve score

mariam kamish

MARIAM KAMISH

quarry shut down. The council has 
delayed the build of a new school to 
protect slow worms. Why won’t they 
use their powers to protect children?

Houses in Glyncoch shake like 
there’s an earthquake, every time a 
blast comes. They shake when the 
massive lorries pound by.

The blasts terrify the kids. The 
quarry is now only 164 metres from 
the school. In Germany – home of 
Heidelberg HQ – legally, the distance 
would be 1,000 metres. 

Houses come right to the quarry 
fence. Massive cracks have opened 
in walls and ceilings, but the 

council still sends out full council 
tax bills. 

People think of Glyncoch as ‘just a 
council estate’. They don’t know what 
it’s like to live on the mountain with 
all that nature and beauty. Sunsets to 
make you weep, rare species. Views 
you’d travel miles for – if you only knew. 

Heidelberg is taking that moun-
tain. Ripping down landmark trees 
people love. Destroying quiet places 
people come to just ‘be’.

Not backing down
But the heroic working-class fight-
ers of the Save Craig yr Hesg cam-
paign are determined to stop them. 
They stood in front of lorries for 
weeks. Dragged off the land by se-
curity. Pushed by the lorries. Young 
kids got up at six every morning to 
picket before school. Until the com-
pany got an injunction to clear the 
road. 

The campaign has taken the fight 
to the council and the Senedd. They 
can’t retrieve what’s already been 
lost. But they’re in this to win, and 
they won’t back down.

The Socialist Party has joined the 
fight, and we’re in it to the end. We 
say: unless we build a movement to 
challenge capitalism, profit will al-
ways come before people.

We demand RCT council:
●● Intervenes to safeguard human 

health, using all its powers to stop 
quarry expansion and close it

●● Repairs the damage to houses 
and the environment, at no cost to 
residents

●● Puts in place a plan to 
guarantee alternative well-paid, 
trade-union organised, jobs for the 
workforce

former Labour voters, and even for-
mer MPs visited our stand, recount-
ing their struggles, and purchasing 
our publications.

Socialist Party members actively 

participated in panels held across 
the festival that focused on current 
issues and the fight for working-class 
rights. Topics included NHS health-
care workers, the renationalisation 

Myles Hatcher
Devon Socialist Party

The annual Tolpuddle Martyrs Fes-
tival honours the sacrifices of the six 
labourers sentenced to transporta-
tion to Australia 200 years ago. Mass 
protests forced the authorities to 
pardon them for the crime of being a 
member of a trade union.

Socialist Party members from 
across south west and southern Eng-
land attended this year’s three-day 
festival. We used this platform to 
raise our proposal for a new mass 
workers’ party, backed by the unions.

This was met with enthusiastic 
support. There is a clear need for a 
party that can challenge Labour, one 
that is dedicated to workers’ rights, 
and unafraid to confront capitalism.

Starmer’s Labour
Many were uncertain or suspicious 
about Keir Starmer’s Labour. Others 
remain hopeful.

This sentiment will be tested, as 
Starmer attempts to manage British 
capitalism, during this time of deep 
crisis and volatility.

Our stand, displaying Socialist Par-
ty books and newspapers, attracted 
attention from trade union mem-
bers. Many shared stories of picket 
lines and strike actions, such as those 
at Amazon in the Midlands (see page 
7). Festival-goers, disenfranchised 
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Capitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the 
exploitation of the majority of the 

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth 
and the means of producing it. This 
way of organising society, in which the 
pursuit of profit comes before everything 
else, causes poverty, inequality, 
environmental destruction, wars and 
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks 
from this rotten system on our lives 
and livelihoods, and for a socialist 
alternative: a society which takes the 
wealth out of the hands of the super-rich 
and is democratically run by working-
class people to meet the needs of all not 
the profits of a few. 

Building fighting democratic trade 
unions in the workplaces and a new 
mass workers’ party is a vital part of  
the struggle to change society along 
socialist lines.

Because capitalism 
is a world system, 
the struggle for 
socialism must also 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for a Workers’ 
International which organises across the 
world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
●● A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all, 

without exemptions. For the minimum 
wage to automatically increase linked to 
average earnings or inflation, whichever 
is higher.

●● Share out the work. A maximum 
32-hour working week with no loss of 
pay or worsening of conditions. The 
right to flexible working, under the 
control of workers not employers. An 
end to insecure working, for the right to 
full-time work for all who want it; ban 
zero-hour contracts.

●● All workers to have trade union rates 
of pay, employment protection, and 
sickness, parental and holiday rights 
from day one of employment. End bosses 
using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a 
means to avoid giving workers rights.

●● No to austerity through inflation. 
For all wage rates to be automatically 
increased at least in line with price rises.

●● Open the books of all companies 
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t 
afford to pay a real living wage. State 
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for 
socially-useful small businesses. 

●● For trade unions independent of the 
capitalist state, with members having 
democratic control over their own 
policies, constitutions and democratic 
procedures. For all trade union officials to 
be regularly elected, subject to recall by 
their members and paid a worker’s wage.

●● Reduce the state retirement and 
pension age to 55. For decent living 
pensions. 

●● Replace universal credit and the 
punitive benefit system with living 
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES
●● A massive expansion of public 

services including the NHS and council 
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick 
out the privateers. Bring private social 
care and childcare facilities into public 

ownership under democratic control, 
in order to provide free, high-quality 
services for all who need them. Expand 
services for all women suffering violence.

●● For local councillors who are 
committed to opposing austerity and 
all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and 
conditions.

●● For a socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs, including 
dental and eye care – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out the private companies! 
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry 
under democratic workers’ control and 
management.

●● Renationalise privatised utilities – 
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and 
power – under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

●● Free, publicly funded and 
democratically run, good-quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees and write 
off student debt, end marketisation, 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academisation. For all schools to be 
under the genuine democratic control of 
local education authorities, school staff, 
parents and student organisations. 

●● The right to a safe secure home for 
all. For the mass building of genuinely 
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral 
council housing. For rent controls that cap 
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should 
be made by elected bodies of tenants, 
housing workers and representatives 
of trade unions. For cheap low-interest 
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise 
the privately owned large building 
companies, land banks and estates. 

ENVIRONMENT
●● Prioritising major research and 

investment into replacing fossil fuels 
and nuclear power with renewable 
energy, and ending the problems of 
early obsolescence – where products 
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be 
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

●● Nationalisation of the energy 
companies, under democratic workers’ 
control and management, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need, in order to carry out a major 
switch to clean, green energy, without any 
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

●● A democratically planned, massively 
expanded, free to use, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall 
plan against environmental pollution.

●● For a major, publicly funded, 
insulation and energy transition plan for 
existing housing stock.

●● Agribusiness to be taken into 
democratic public ownership. For a food 
processing and retail industry under 
workers’ control to ensure that standards 
are set by consumers, small farmers, and 

all workers involved in the production, 
processing, distribution and retail of food. 

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
●● For united working-class struggle to 

end discrimination on the grounds of race, 
gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all 
other forms of prejudice and oppression.

●● Repeal the anti-trade union laws 
and all others that trample over civil 
liberties. For the right to protest and 
to strike! End police harassment. For 
the police to be accountable to local 
committees, made up of democratically 
elected representatives of trade unions, 
local community organisations and local 
authorities.

●● For the right to choose when and 
whether to have children – for the right 
to access abortion, contraception and 
fertility treatment for all who need it.

●● For the right to asylum – with 
democratic community control and 
oversight of emergency funding 
resources. No to racist immigration laws.

●● Expand democracy. For the abolition 
of the monarchy and the House of Lords. 
For all MPs to be subject to the right of 
recall by their constituents at any time, 
and to only receive a worker’s wage. 
For proportional representation and the 
right to vote at 16.

●● For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent 
socialist Scotland and for a socialist 
Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist 
confederation of Wales, England, 
Scotland and Ireland.

●● Oppose the dictatorship of the 
billionaire owners of the media. For the 
nationalisation of newspaper printing 
facilities, radio, TV and social media 
platforms. Access to these facilities should 
be under democratic control, with political 
parties’ coverage being allocated in 
proportion to the popular vote at elections.

●● For a new mass workers’ party, 
based on the trade unions, and 
drawing together workers, young people 
and activists from workplaces, and 
community, environmental, anti-racist 
and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a 
fighting, socialist political alternative to 
the pro-big business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
●● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations!
●● Take the wealth off the super-rich! 

For a socialist government to take 
into public ownership the top 150 
companies and the banking system 
that dominate the British economy, 
and run them under democratic 
working-class control and management. 
Compensation to be paid only on the 
basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.

●● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

●● No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise 
a campaign with European socialists 
and workers’ organisations to use the 
talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up 
the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real 
collaboration of the peoples of Europe 
on a socialist basis as a step towards a 
socialist world.

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

Help fund the fightback!

DONATE TODAY

● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
● or call 020 8988 8777
● or text your name and  
postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

socialistparty.org.uk 
/donate

Solidarity with Bangladesh mass movement
Government orders brutal crackdown 
against protests demanding jobs
The following is the text of a Socialist 
Party leaflet that is being distributed 
at large protests in London and 
other parts of Britain, involving 
many Bangladeshis and others, over 
the brutal state repression of mass 
protests in Bangladesh, in which over 
200 have been killed. 

B
angladesh’s prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina has blood on 
her hands. Hundreds of stu-
dents and young people have 
been massacred, and thou-

sands injured by the police or Chhatra 
League thugs loyal to her party.

She sanctioned a brutal crackdown 
against students and young people, 
demanding jobs and an end to the 
discriminatory quota which protects 
employment for the children of ‘free-
dom fighters’. In a shrinking job mar-
ket, Hasina reintroduced this quota 
for university places and government 
jobs using the High Court. This policy 
widely favours supporters of Hasina’s 
ruling party, the Awami League, forc-
ing millions of young people either 
into unemployment, or abroad to 
seek work.

But students and young people 
have not put up with this. They have 
organised protests, especially in 
Dhaka, but in other towns and cities 
too. But following the killings, these 
mass protests are calling for Hasina 
to stand down.

Bangladesh is in turmoil as Hasina 
implements austerity measures on the 
population, fuelling political and eco-
nomic instability. Desperate to keep 
her and all her party cronies’ share 
of the wealth they have accumulated 
over the past 12 years, she has turned 
to the IMF for emergency loans.

But they want their pound of flesh, 
with more privatisation of the econ-
omy and a driving down of the living 
standards of the working class and 
poor, as well as those in the middle 
class who don’t support the Awami 
League.

International big business has 
been eyeing up Bangladesh to siphon 
even more wealth out of the country. 
We can have no trust in these bosses 
or their governments to intervene 
in this movement in the interests of 
workers and young people.

Last year, Hasina ordered a bru-
tal crackdown on garment workers 
striking for wages to protect them 
from inflation that is ravaging the 
country. Hasina hypocritically calls 
all opposition to her increasingly au-
thoritarian rule ‘Razakar’, referring 
to the collaborationist paramilitary 
gangs that fought for Pakistan in the 
1971 war of independence. But it is 
she that is using the methods of these 
gangs to silence opposition, maintain 
her power and the wealth of her elite, 
and that of international big business 
- in reality gangster capitalism!

Can the movement beat Hasina?
Hasina’s shutdown of the state 
broadcaster, of mobile and internet 
communication networks, and the 

imposition of a curfew, are desper-
ate moves to stop the protests from 
spreading. The potential exists now 
for a nationwide shutdown including 
a general strike, bringing workers to-
gether with students and young peo-
ple to demand that Hasina goes.

But Hasina will not go quietly. 
Her record of imprisoning or disap-
pearing opposition leaders and pro-
testers makes this a life-or-death, 
high-stakes battle. Despite new rul-
ings by the Supreme Court to reduce 
the discriminatory job quota from 
30% to 5%, the movement does not 
look like it is dissipating. Workers 
and youth are demanding justice 
for those killed and maimed at the 
hands of the state.

But a determined mass movement 
could see Hasina removed from 
power just like the Rajapaksa broth-
ers were forced from office in Sri Lan-
ka in 2022. The protest movement 
has spread to the wider Bangladeshi 
diaspora internationally, with major 
protests in cities such as London.

But who will replace her?
All opposition parties are vying to 
replace Hasina. But the main es-
tablishment parties, including the 
Bangladesh National Party (BNP) 
and others, would continue to rule in 
the interest of international big busi-
ness. If they took power, they would 
hope to enrich themselves and their 
cronies. Bangladeshi workers, youth 
and the poor would still face high 
unemployment, poverty wages and 
unsafe working conditions. Students 
would still face worsening conditions 
in universities, and fees they would 
struggle to pay off.

Watching the situation are the 

army generals. There is also a threat 
that the military could strengthen its 
position and even try to intervene. 
Like in Pakistan’s recent history, a 
military coup is also possible in a 
situation like this. They would pose 
this as taking action to stop the coun-
try from descending into ‘lawless-
ness’. They have already been given 
increasing powers under the curfew 
laws, and the state violence contin-
ues. But a military dictatorship, as 
well as a continuation of the rule of 
big business, would place major re-
strictions on the democratic rights of 
workers, students and youth to pro-
test against unemployment and low 
pay.

How can the movement of 
students and workers win?
The extraordinarily courageous 
movement to remove Hasina and 
gain justice for the families of the 
youth has the power to win. By form-
ing democratic committees in the 
cities and towns, including workers, 
trade unionists and students’ organi-
sations, linked up on a regional and 
national basis, the movement could 
coordinate its actions and continue 
to harness the energy brought to the 
streets in the past days.

These committees crucially could 
defend workers from attack by the 
police and paramilitary government 
forces, the army, and the Chhatra 
League thugs. These committees 
could also provide forums to de-
cide the political demands of the 
movement.

It is understandable if the quo-
ta system is used temporarily to 
help students from impoverished 
backgrounds. But the government 

manipulates the quota system to di-
vide the population only to strength-
en their position. The lack of 
adequate public education and job 
creation are the core issues, which 
result directly from the government’s 
capitalist profit-motive policies.

In addition, the movement could 
take up demands such as a living 
rate of pay to beat inflation; for the 
democratic right to protest; for a 
free education system open equally 
to all students, with facilities for all, 
including those with disabilities, and 
minority rights; the removal of cor-
rupt officials, and the election of new 
representatives who are accountable 
to the movement, and paid on the av-
erage workers’ salary.

A new mass workers’ party
This would be the beginnings of 
building a new party based on the 
working class, students and youth, 
and the oppressed and poor in rural 
areas. Bangladesh has seen enor-
mous wealth flood into the country 
in recent times. But it has gone to 
a small minority at the top of soci-
ety. Inequality has risen enormously, 
leading to a growth in poverty and 
uncertainty for the youth.

A new mass workers’ party in 
Bangladesh could debate and decide 
how this wealth could be put into the 
hands of the people who created it, 
the working class, and how it would 
be democratically used to lift all out 
of poverty once and for all.

That should include taking the fac-
tories and banks out of the hands of 
the profiteers, and putting them into 
democratic public ownership, under 
workers’ control. Support could be 
guaranteed to small farmers strug-
gling with the consequences of the 
climate crisis. Bangladeshi workers 
could appeal to the workers, youth 
and poor people throughout the re-
gion to defend this movement and 
spread its demands.

Join the socialists
There have been furious demonstra-
tions in the diaspora, looking for 
ways to support the current struggle 
in Bangladesh. In UAE, which has the 
largest diaspora, 57 Bangladeshi na-
tionals have outrageously been sen-
tenced to ten-year prison sentences 
for supposedly “inciting violence” 
through their solidarity protests. In 
Britain, the new Labour prime minis-
ter Keir Starmer went into the recent 
election making racist comments 
against the Bangladeshi working 
class here. None of the capitalist in-
stitutions or their parties truly repre-
sent our interests.

The working class needs its own 
political voice in all countries. Steps 
towards a new mass party of the 
working class in Britain would put 
enormous pressure on the Labour 
government and pose a fundamental 
alternative to all the establishment 
parties. Working-class struggle in 
Britain for socialist policies - for jobs, 
homes and services - would have a 
huge effect on workers and young 
people all around the world.

●● No trust in Awami League, 
BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami or any of the 
corrupt establishment politicians 
or parties

●● Fight for decent, safe jobs for all 
with living pay

●● Defend the rights of students, 
young people and workers to 
protest

●● No army intervention
●● For a new mass party of workers 

and youth to fight for power

London protests 
against Hasina
Hugo Pierre
Tower Hamlets Socialist Party

On 18 July a mass rally of over 500 
mainly young people assembled in 
Altab Ali Park, Aldgate, in a peaceful 
but angry protest. They were chant-
ing many of the slogans of their com-
rades in cities like Dhaka. But they 
were also calling for Hasina to be 
removed.

Many were concerned that they 
could no longer contact relatives be-
cause of the state shutdown of com-
munications, including the internet 
and the curfew. 

One young woman said: “How 
can we trust a prime minister that 
has caused the death of so many 
students? She has to go and face the 
consequences of her actions”.

Many smaller protests were or-
ganised in the following days. Some-
times by young workers or by trade 
union supporters. Many were wary 

though of those called by opposition 
parties, particularly the discredited 
Bangladesh National Party.

On 22 July at lunchtime, a mass 
protest in Trafalgar Square was or-
ganised with up to 2,000 taking part 
in a variety of different sections, but 
all calling for Hasina to go. The angry 
demonstration marched on Parlia-
ment whilst there were reports of 
another demonstration outside the 
Bangladeshi High Commission.

More will be planned in solidarity 
with the mass movement in Bang-
ladesh. But UK politicians, MPs and 
councillors will be under pressure to 
back this movement. Too many have 
had a very cosy relationship, often 
‘wining and dining’ Hasina when she 
visits Britain.

FIGHTING FOR A  
SOCIALIST WORLD
socialistworld.net

Committee for a Workers’ International

The protest in Trafalgar Square, London on 22 July PHOTOs: JAMES IVENS

Mass student protest 
in Bangladesh PHOTO: 
rayhan9d/cc
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WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS ▶▶▶ see column on p14

Workers’ action To

The Socialist Party is fighting for:
zz End the siege – for the permanent 

withdrawal of the Israeli military from the 
occupied territories

zz For a mass struggle of the 
Palestinians, under their own democratic 
control, to fight for liberation

zz For the building of independent 
workers’ parties in Palestine and Israel 
and links between them

zz For an independent, socialist 
Palestinian state, alongside a socialist 
Israel, with guaranteed rights for all 
minorities, as part of the struggle for a 
socialist Middle East

zz No trust in the capitalist politicians, 
internationally or in Britain. Fight to build 
a workers’ party in Britain that fights for 
socialism and internationalism

F
or months there has been a real risk 
of the Middle East tipping into region-
wide war. It would extend wider the 
brutal horrors being inflicted on the 
Palestinians in Gaza, where at the time 

of writing nearly 40,000 Gazans have been 
killed, over 90,000 wounded.

A rocket landing on a football pitch in the 
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights in the north 
east, killing 12 children and teenagers, is the 
latest harrowing trigger of instability. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, blaming Hezbollah – a paramilitary group 
based in Lebanon – is calibrating a military re-
sponse. He does so with world capitalist lead-
ers urging ‘restraint’. They are terrified of what 
a regional war will mean, not because of their 
concerns for the inevitable devastation of the 
lives of working-class and poor people in the 
region, but because of the social unrest that 

can come with it and what it means for their 
profit interests.

Complicit
For ten months, capitalist leaders have made 
mealy-mouthed appeals to stop the Israeli 
state’s slaughter in Gaza. In reality, the capi-
talist politicians are complicit in the relent-
less cruelty. The new Labour government in 
Britain has still not stopped arms exports to 
Israel, something Britain has done numerous 
times in previous decades. And Joe Biden’s 
US government has provided more than 
$12.5 billion of military aid to Israel, with 
more in the pipeline.

The Socialist Party has been fighting for the 
trade unions - organising over 6 million work-
ers in Britain - to take their place centre stage 
in the anti-war movement. It could mobilise 
more members to attend mass demos, and 

coordinate workers’ sanctions to stop arms 
and supplies reaching the Israeli military. 
What is to stop this action being linked up by 
further workers’ action internationally, such 
as that of the Barcelona dockers and Belgian 
transport workers unions who have refused to 
handle military goods destined for Israel?

Workers organise
It is the threat of workers getting organised 
and fighting back that terrifies the capitalist 
world leaders. The pro-capitalist leaders in 
the Middle East are terrified of mass popular 
movements developing, demanding an end to 
poverty and inequality, and with it their pow-
er. It is a mass movement of workers and poor 
people, democratically organised and fighting 
for socialist change, in Palestine and across 
the region, that can point the way forward to 
an end to war and national oppression.

end war and 
oppression

Paul mattsson
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