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FIGHT ALL CUTS

Build the socialist opposition

BEA GARDNER
SOCIALIST PARTY NATIONAL COMMITTEE
s the Socialist
goes to press,
eir Starmer
faced a ‘showdown’
in parliament as the
hated cut to the winter
fuel payment for
pensioners wentto a
vote.

It is being dubbed as his ‘first po- :
litical crisis! 53 Labour MPs didn't :

vote with the government.

:  The government has little regard :
¢ for the crisis facing the 10 million :
: people who will no longer get the :
¢ £300 fuel payment from this winter. :
:  The real ‘difficult decision’ be- :
: ing made, is by the millions of older :
: people who were already struggling :
: to pay their bills, now having to cal- :
¢ culate which, if any, rooms they can :
¢ afford to heat. :
¢ Starmer is now governing a coun- :
¢ try with the sixth biggest economyin :
: the world, and 165 billionaires. What :
: does it say about in whose interests :
: Labour is governing, when they de- :
. cide we can’t afford to heat older :
: people’s homes?

No one is fooled by the crocodile :
tears of cabinet members liningupto :
¢ back Starmer’s claim that they ‘have :

no choice’ Deaths among the elderly :
: fell by 10,000 following the introduc- :

tion of the Winter Fuel Payment.

When Labour leaders say it is :
“right to target support to those who :
need it most’, why don’t they lift mil- :
lions of children out of poverty by :

scrapping the two-child benefit cap?

ther abstained or stayed away.

With Starmer talking to the trade :
: unions about the need for ‘com- :
! promise’ and ‘partnership’ with the :
bosses, the fightback to defend our :
services and to demand full funding :
needs to be built. The trade unions :
should play a central role, lead- :
* ing struggles of workers and in our :
The vast majority of Labour MPs :
: voted as Starmer instructed them,
for a policy not even in the party’s :
manifesto which will throw millions :
of older people further into financial :
. hardship. :

One voted against, risking being :
suspended like the seven Labour :
: MPs who voted to scrap the two- :
child benefit cap before the summer :
recess. Under pressure, the rest ei- :

communities.
Those struggles would be strength-

the ‘Independent Alliance’ parlia-

as four Green MPs too.

The trade unions have correctly :
: opposed the winter fuel payment :

cut. They should appeal to the rebel
MPs to act as spokespeople for our
causes, to champion working-class
interests in parliament. These MPs
could act as a mouthpiece for the
struggles developing outside parlia-
ment in our communities and work-
places, opposing Starmer’s cuts at

: every opportunity, campaigning for
¢ all the services we need and put-
ened by a workers’ voice in parlia- :
ment - a socialist opposition. Jeremy :
Corbyn and four other anti-war in- :
. dependents have recently formed :
: workers need.
mentary group. There are those sus- :
pended by Starmer’s Labour as well :

ting forward fighting, socialist poli-
cies. And could be an important step
along the road towards the new mass
party based on the trade unions that
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“The philosophers have only
interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”

Karl Marx

Trades Union Congress

Two trends: Partnership with the bosses,
or fight for workers

ROB WILLIAMS
SOCIALIST PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

wo months into the new La- :
bour government, the Trades :
(TuC - :
which brings together 5.5 mil- :
lion workers in trade unions :
across the public and private sector) :

Union Congress

held its annual Congress.

At a time when the gap between :
rich and poor is at its widest, with :
estimates that some health workers :
have lost the equivalent of a year’s :
salary while profits are at record : §
levels, Keir Starmer and his backers
presented to Congress the mirage of :
reasonable employers who increas- :
ingly recognise “shared interests” :
and want “fairness” and “workers’ :

”)

rights

Partnership or prepare for
struggle?

Congress reflected the two major :
trends in the trade union move- :
ment: the trend that has signed up to :
Starmer’s agenda of partnership with :
the bosses; and the trend, which the :
Socialist Party is part of, that is ready :

By 4

Placards at the NSSN
lobby of the TUC MARKBEST

to face up to the reality of Starmer’s :

pro-capitalist government and to :
prepare workers for the struggles :

now and to come.

Important debates took place on :
the first day of Congress. The motion :

‘End the Hostile Environment for
Workers’ included an amendment
from civil service union PCS, drafted

New Deal for Workers isn’t delivered

in the first 100 days of Starmer’s gov- :
ernment, there should be a special :

congress of the TUC.

The composite motion was passed :
and so itis now official TUC policy - it :

is up to activists to make that a reality.

The PCS speech was made by nation-
al president Martin Cavanagh, who,

alongside the general secretary, is in :

a struggle to block the fighting strat-

egy of the NEC majority. But because :
he is under pressure from an organ- :
ised left, including the Socialist Par-
ty, he was forced on this occasion to :
¢ prepared to “roll up our sleeves” and :
¢ work with the government.

stand against the partnership trend.
The next motion was from the

Mark Fairhurst

is now TUC policy.

instead saying the unions need to be
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Prison Officers Association (POA) :
on restoring their right to strike. A :
: militant speech by national chair :
reminded Con- :
: Blair Starmer :
Echoing Tony Blair in 1997, who said :
‘We won as New Labour and we'll gov- :
: ern as New Labour, Keir Starmer was :
explicit: “We wouldn’t have won the :

gress that, while the original ban :
. was made in 1994 by the Tories, the
: previous New Labour government :
¢ under Blair and Brown had also re-
by its National Executive Commit- :
tee majority. It demanded that if the :

moved the right of prison officers to :
strike. Even though promises had :
been made to the POA, this commit- :
ment to restore their rights was not :
in Labour’s manifesto. Mark warned :
: Congress that this would be a test :
. of whether the new Labour govern- :
ment will deliver for working-class :
: people. Again, this was passed and :

This shows the importance of an :
organised left within a trade union. :

&

And when Starmer addressed Con-

gress the next morning it couldn’t :

have been clearer.

election if we hadn’t changed. We won
as a changed Labour Party and we'll
govern as a changed Labour Party”.

That was a repudiation of the left :
manifesto on which Jeremy Corbyn :
stood in 2017 - winning three million :
more votes than Starmer! Corbyn’s :
i programme was pro-worker, anti- :
: austerity. Starmer is clear: he ac- :
¢ Thetone of these vital debates con- :
: trasted sharply with the speech that :
: preceded them by TUC general sec- :
: retary Paul Nowak. He clearly set out :
¢ his rationale for undeclared partner- :
ship with the government. While say- :
ing they won’t always agree, not once
did he raise the need to take action, :

cepts the limitations of the sick state
of British capitalism, including Tory

spending plans, and is trying to neu- :
ter the workers’ movement by advo- :
cating partnership between unions :

and rabid big-business bosses.

Warning of austerity to come, out- :
lining yet again the so-called “black :
: hole” in public finances, he declared: :
“I have to make it clear that this gov- :
: ernment won't risk economic stability :

- I -
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: - and with the tough decisions on the
¢ horizon, pay will be inevitably shaped
: bythat” There was a heckle in the hall:
¢ “tax therich!”
¢ Arguing for “compromise’; he said:
“I call for the politics of partnership
- business and workers, public and
private”

In the preceding debate on ‘Build-
. ing a fairer economy, Unite general
: secretary Sharon Graham opposed
: any Labour austerity, saying we need
to tax the super-rich. RMT rail union
general secretary Mick Lynch warned
Labour against limiting themselves
to Tory spending plans, saying we
need a fairer distribution of wealth.

These criticisms and demands to
: go further are important. But they
: need to be backed up with prepara-
: tions for action to ensure workers
don’t continue to pay for capitalist
crisis, and steps by the trade unions
: towards an independent working
class-based political voice that fights
for them.

. @ Read the report of the NSSN
: lobby of the TUC on pages 6-7

TUSC discusses ‘Collective’
network plans for a new party

For the item on TUSC's discus- :
sions with the Collective, a network of :
¢ ‘those on the left who seek to build the :
foundations for a new political party’ :
including important figures from Jer- :
emy Corbyn’s time as Labour leader, :
: the steering committee had before it :
a briefing document produced by the :
: TUSC national agent, Clive Heem- :
skerk. (Search ‘TUSC Briefing on the :
: to a set timetable in early 2025. Or :

The September meeting of the Trade :
Unionist and Socialist Coalition :
(TUSC) all-Britain steering com- :
mittee discussed the latest devel- :
opments regarding ‘the Collective’ :
network, planning for the next round :

of scheduled statutory elections that

will take place in May 2025, and two

upcoming council by-elections in

Coventry and Dundee which TUSC :
will contest, including the TUSC :

Dave
council seat in

Michaels ward.

Collective’ at tusc.org.uk)

chairperson :
Nellist :
fighting his old :

Coventry’s St :

This gave a report of the discussions :
of the Collective attended by TUSC :
from before the general election, :
* which have developed further with :
the production in August of a draft :
¢ strategy document by the core group, :
entitled ‘Beyond GE24: Rebuilding a :
Mass Socialist Movement as a Foun- :

dation for a New Left Political Party!

This is still very much an early draft :
before publication and so only a sum- :
mary has been given in the TUSC :
briefing. What degree of support there :

is for its proposals is still to be deter-
mined. That obviously affects how
viable or not it is to form a new party

whether, as the TUSC representatives
argued, a systematic campaign to es-
tablish the need for a new party in the
trade unions, alongside continuing
local community struggles and ongo-
ing social movements, is more likely
to achieve our shared goal.

But the steering committee strong-
: ly welcomed the fact that the dis-
cussion has begun and agreed that
TUSC should seek to continue its
positive-but-not-uncritical engage-
ment in the Collective network.
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. YOUR VIEW?

even years on from the Gren-

fell fire tragedy which killed

72 people, and its memory

provokes many emotions,

including those of indigna-
tion and anger, which are amplified
further by the disgusting details ex-
posed by the latest report.

ity. An article in the Financial Times

warns that increased scrutiny of :

safety regulations “puts the new La-
bour government in a political bind
between its promises to victims and

and its ambitions to deliver a build-
ing boom.” Writing from the point
of view of capitalist investors, it is a
warning that profit margins could
be squeezed by the requirement to
make buildings safe.

The Grenfell report exposes the
murky underworld of the multi-bil-
lion pound property development
industry. The nasty tendrils of profit
and greed penetrate every layer; in-
cluding councils and the privatised

‘blind-eyes, go on every day in all
corners of the capitalist establish-
ment and industry.

The levels of corruption exposed
underline why the profiteering boss-
es can’t be trusted to make buildings

safe. Instead, public remedial works :

should be started without delay and
under the democratic control of
the working class and trade unions,
drawing on the expertise of firefight-
ers and those in the construction
industry.

These works should be paid for
entirely by the big building compa-
nies. Protests of unaffordability, or
threats of withholding investment

and rising prices, should be met :

with the demand to open the books
to inspection by the trade unions

and working class, and ultimately by

nationalisation.

Tata Steel

At the time of writing, the Labour :
government is set to make a state- :
ment on its talks with Tata Steel aim- :
: ing to prevent mass redundancies in :
: Port Talbot. Thousands of workers :
: are expected to still face redundan- :
: ¢y, thousands more jobs are under :
: threat at British Steel in Scunthorpe :
: too. Royal Mail has also announced :
: further reduction of its services as a :
: billionaire takeover progresses. Both :
: happen under the watch of a Labour :
: government supposedly offering a :

The profit vultures named are : :
washing their hands of responsibil- :

‘new deal for workers.

Unfortunately trade union leaders,
: who met and at the Trades Union :
Congress (TUC) 8-11 September, did :
: not use the opportunity to demand :
¢ renationalisation from the new La- :
: bour government. :
people living in dangerous homes, :

: Can’t avoid nationalisation :
: But nationalisation is on the agenda. :
: Thames Water is on the brink of col- :
: lapse. Creditors giving it ‘junk’ status :
¢ in August put it in breach of its li- :
: cense to operate - profiting from our
: rising bills and polluting our rivers. !
: It also increased the cost of borrow- :
¢ ing for other water companies also :
: drowning in debt. ‘Special adminis- :
tration, in effect nationalisation by : Nationalisation in whose
¢ default, is an inevitability.
building regulators. The same types :
of grubby deals, ‘nods, ‘winks’ and :
¢ and the south east. The capitalist
: class accepts nationalisation when it :
: deems the alternative more unpalat- :
: able. Likewise, the last Labour gov- :
. ernment nationalised the banks to :
: prevent total meltdown.
The threat of class struggle fea- :
: tures in the capitalists decision mak- :
! ing, and in reality is behind all their :
. strategic calculations. It’s the reason
¢ Labour is calibrating it’s public sec- :
¢ tor pay deals to be the minimum by :
: which it hopes it can avoid strikes, :
: for example. Preparation for strug- :
: gle and the trade unions mobilising :
: behind demands for nationalisation :
: could force the government to act.
The Labour government could :
: renationalise Tata Steel to save :
 jobs, or the whole water and energy : State of the economy
: The Labour government faces an :
* economy with record low invest- :
: ment, capitalists refusing to invest :
their vast sums of wealth, unable to :
: see a stable profitable outlet. One :
: group of capitalists have told the gov-
: ernment that Britain needs £100 bil- :
¢ lion of investment a year for the next

 Preparation for struggle

. and the trade unions

. mobilising behind demands

: for nationalisation could
: force the government to act

The alternative - collapse - would
mean no water services for London

Port Talbot steelworks threatened with closure SIONK/CC

: interests? :
* When in 2008 the Labour govern- :
: ment nationalised Royal Bank of :

industries, or for that matter passen- :
ger rail passenger transport immedi- :
ately, along with the rest of rail too. :
There should be no compensation :
for the fat cat bosses, with compen- :
sation only on the basis of proven :
need.

GRENFELL EXPOSES HOW PROFIT KILLS
UNIONS MUST FIGHT FOR NATIONALISATION

gu:iulisl‘
Pparty

WHAT WE THINK

ten years to achieve a modest 3%
economic growth.
Those numbers put into perspec-

tive how limited Labour’s sums of :

planned public investment are.

Great British Energy is a government :
: owned company being created with :

: £8.3 billion to be a ‘catalyst’ for pri-

Scotland (RBS), taking a 50% share
for £42 billion, it was effectively na- :
tionalisation for the rich - taking :
over the most indebted sections of :
the banking industry, leaving the rest :

: in the capitalists’ hands. As recently :

as 2021, the government still held a :
majority of shares. It has been sell- :
ing them at a loss since. During that :

. whole period, its bosses were raking

in monster salaries and bonuses. :

The kind of nationalisation that :
the workers’ movement should be :
demanding is entirely different. Not :
putting capitalist bosses back in :
place, but instead running things un- :

¢ der the democratic control and man-

agement of the working class.

¢ vate investment. Similarly, the Na- :
: tional Wealth Fund hopes to attract
private cash to go with around £7.3 :
billion of public funds. Both bodies :
: will be led by bosses wedded to big :

business.

MARY FINCH

: The nasty tendrils of profit

: continue to penetrate every
. aspect of housing, public

: services, infrastructure

. and industry - with deadly

: consequences

Unite general secretary Sharon :

Graham typically goes further than :
most trade union leaders in correctly :
criticising Labour’s plans for further :
austerity, writing in the Guardian :
before TUC that “the money is there :
for all of us to have decent living :

standards.”

However, she falls short of de- :
“Unite’s :
research shows we need investment :
of £6.6 billion in the next five years :
to build a domestic wind manufac- :
turing industry and create new jobs :
for North Sea communities. The oil :
. companies are not providing this in- :
: vestment. So the government must :
¢ take the lead”

But energy companies, for fossil
fuels and renewables, have received :
£140 billion of government subsi- :
dies since 2015. Billions is pledged :

manding nationalisation.

to the privatised steel industry too,

. while bosses send workers to the
scrapheap. Investment to protect :
: working-class
: and the environment needs demo- :
¢ cratic planning, and that can only be :
: achieved with nationalisation.
i The trade unions should be fight- :
¢ ing for every inch of trade union :

comimunities,

Join the fightback

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join or call 020 8988 8777
@® or text your name and postcode to 07761 818 206

to find out more about joining us today!

jobs :

influence over bodies such as GB En-
ergy and the National Wealth Fund,
demanding that, for example, the Na-
tional Wealth Fund is used to invest
in saving steel jobs in Port Talbot, or
that GB Energy investments main-
: tain trade union jobs, pay terms and
conditions, of all those employed in
the energy sector. And that should
go hand in hand with demands put
publicly on the Labour government
to nationalise, and a strategy to mo-
bilise members to fight for it.
Grenfell was a horrific symbol of
the consequences of capitalism, a
system that puts profit before all else.
: The nasty tendrils of profit continue
to penetrate every aspect of housing,
public services, infrastructure and
industry - with deadly consequences
and more misery for working class
: communities. The workers’ move-
ment must be demanding it’s rooted
out, and that all the major levers of
the economy are put into workers’
hands, so that things can be planned
democratically to meet the needs of
: all and the environment. Part of that
means building a new mass workers’
party that fights for socialist change.
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Grenfell inquiry report finds corporations,
establishment, and capltallsm ouilty

Over seven years after the fire in Grenfell tower which killed
72 people, the report from the inquiry is damning. Placing
blame on corporations putting unsafe cladding on buildings to
maximise profits, and the politicians which cut regulations and

made us all less safe.

Paul Kershaw, chair of Unite housing workers’ branch, reports
on the damning evidence that shows the whole capitalist

system is guilty.

“The simple truth is that the deaths :

that occurred were all avoidable”

and the failings around Grenfell were :
down to “incompetence’, “dishones- :
ty’, and “greed’, according to Sir Mar- :

tin Moore-Bick in the official report
on the Grenfell fire.

Seven years after the fire, no one :

has been prosecuted and thousands

fell-style fire risks.

Government had been warned ‘:
of the dangers for at least 25 years. :
Corporations such as Arconic, the :
displayed :

cladding manufacturer,
“systematic dishonesty” The BRE

(Building Research Establishment), :
which acted as regulator and advisor :
to government was privatised and :
became exposed to “unscrupulous :

product manufacturers.”

During the refit of the tower there

was a failure to establish who was
responsible for safety standards - re-

sulting in an "unedifying 'merry-go- :
. Even after :
the report was published, Arconic :
claimed its product was safe and the :

m

round of buck-passing

buck-passing continues.

when they just don’t care?”

Blair

course you apologise. It's a simple

done wrong ...

dations. It’s cause and effect.”

How are we supposed to
get justice when they just
don’t care?

Karim Mussilhy vice chair of :
Grenfell United :

: government’s
thing to do. You admit what you've :
for what his govern- :
ment were involved in that con- :
tributed to Grenfell happening, of :
course you apologise. We're not talk- :
ing about mistakes happening. We're :
talking about the neglect and ignor- :
ing what needed to be done, ignoring :
the implementation of recommen- :

Other survivors and bereaved rela- :
: tives expressed similar views. Stephen :
Mackenzie, a fire security consultant, :
said: “It’s incredibly arrogant from :
: an experienced statesman and poli- :
: tician. The problems with the legis- :
¢ lation and guidance stem from his :
government. Much of the cladding :
¢ was installed during his government’s '
continue to live in homes with Gren- : :

tenure and Gordon Brown'’s.”

Fire Brigades Union general sec-
retary Matt Wrack spoke for mil- :
lions when he responded that: "Tony :
Blair’s despicable comments are :
the remarks of a multi-millionaire :
: who has lost touch with the reality :
of people’s lives. It is no wonder that :
the public are losing faith in politi- :
cians when politicians like Tony Blair :
make it clear that they have no regard :
: for ordinary people."
David Cameron, the prime min- :
: ister who championed deregulation :
: with a ‘one in, one out’ rule where :
new regulations could only come :

into force if another was scrapped,

later becoming one in, two out and
three out, went even further than :
. Blair claiming to be exonerated by :
When the time came for parlia- : :
ment to hear prime minister Keir
Starmer and opposition leader Rishi :
Sunak express regret on behalf of the :
British state, MPs on both sides of :
the house rushed for the exit. In re- :
sponse, Karim Mussilhy, vice chair :
of Grenfell United - the survivors :
and bereaved family’s group, asked: :
“How are we supposed to get justice :

the report!

Ed Daffarn, a Grenfell tower resi- :
dent who raised numerous concerns :
about fire safety before the fire, said :
“angry but not surprised’, :
and Cameron was “failing to take :

he was
responsibility”.

Tory arrogance

Lord Pickles, former Tory hous- :
' ing secretary, told the inquiry he :
: could not remember the number of :
: deaths and arrogantly demanded :
New Labour former prime minister :
Tony Blair couldn’t even be both- :
ered with even ritual apologies. :
Damel Carayol, whose cousin and
her daughter were killed in the fire, :
invited Blair to explain his words. “Of :

that the inquiry was quick in order

“served only to reveal the limits of his
understanding”
The report is quite clear that “the

les],
[for community, housing and local

disregarded.”

It also points out that the govern- :
: ment “determinedly resisted calls
: from across the fire sector to regu- :
late fire risk assessors and to amend :
: the Fire Safety Order to make it clear :
: that it applied to the exterior walls of :
: buildings containing more than one :
¢ set of domestic premises”

. Ed Daffern is right that Cameron :
¢ is failing to take responsibility. The

: details in the report are shocking but
: no surprise to anyone following the :
inquiry. Nor is it shocking that the :
capitalist establishment continues to :

duck responsibility.

£1/£25"
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: The government’s
not to delay his lunch appointment. :
The report found that his comments :

. enthusiastically supported
 to such an extent that

deregulatory agen- : .
da, enthusiastically supported by : even matters aﬁeﬂl“g the
some junior ministers and [Pick- :

: safety of life were ignored,

dominated the department
. delayed or disregarded.
government]’s thinking to such an :
extent that even matters affecting the :
safety of life were ignored, delayed or :

deregulatory agenda was

Former Tory cabinet minister Mi- f

chael Gove has let slip significant :

¢ details of the government’s failure :
to pursue the corporations involved :
. and called for prosecutions of clad- :
ding firms. Writing in The Times, he :
has claimed that the Treasury and :
international diplomacy scotched :
his efforts to impose consequences :
on Arconic, Kingspan and Celotex. If :
. it was serious, the government could :
use primary legislation to block :
: building control approval for any :
! project containing anything made by :
these three corporations until they :
put their hands in their pockets to :

pay for the damage caused.
Of course,

the new Labour :

: government can and should revisit :
¢ this. To guarantee safety and decent :
: homes for all, the construction in-
: dustry should be nationalised - but :
: who would hold their breath for the :
: government to follow up even just :
: Gove’s more limited ideas?
groups have :
. welcomed the details in the report :
: which expose establishment buck-
: passing, but there are real gaps. The :
: report does highlight cases of ra- :
i cial discrimination, but residents’
! groups point out that a majority of :
: those who lost their lives were from :
¢ a Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic :
background; neither race or class is
. just scratch the surface of a system
: across the world that puts profit over
: human lives. We need to put capital-
Residents gave explicit safety warn- :
ings and were ignored. This is cov- :
ered in the report, but it ducks :
i Coad have expressed some of the an-
legislative :
changes. What is needed is demo- :
cratic mechanisms of accountability :
and support for resident organisa- :
tion. Groups such as SHAC (Social :
Housing Action Campaign) - the :
housing association resident and :
tenant network - report that resi-
. dents’ views continue to be treated :
with contempt, with landlords even :

Grenfell residents’

fully explored.

Residents’ warnings ignored

recommendations on residents’

voice, citing current

Front page of the Socialist after the fire

using legal threats to attempt to si-
lence them. Trade unions have giv-

: en support to such groups, and this

must continue.
Currently, the police are indicating
that possible convictions cannot be ex-

: pected for another three years, many

expect it to take longer. This isn’t ac-
ceptable; prosecutions must be treated

: with the urgency they deserve.

The story leading up to Grenfell
shows the callous contempt of the

. capitalist establishment. The failure

to act since underlines the nature of
the establishment and the response
to the report is no better.

Any prosecutions of individuals

ism in the dock too!
Individual politicians such as the
former local Labour MP Emma Dent

ger in the community. She stood in
the last election as an independent
- kicked out of the Labour Party as
Starmer shifted it rightwards. We ur-
gently need a party that expresses the
anger of millions at the injustices of
Grenfell and calls for a socialist way
forward. Unions that have voiced the
feelings of millions should take steps
to form such a party.
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Homerton Hospital workers protest

governors meeting

Emergency Serviga

=R

CLARE DOYLE
HACKNEY SOCIALIST PARTY

AtHackney’s Homerton Hospital, an- :
cillary workers employed by the no- :
torious private sub-contractors ISS :
are preparing for battle. The nearly :
300 porters, canteen workers, clean-

ers and security guards, all of whom

es. These include being denied the :
£1,655 bonus paid to all other staffin :
the hospital who worked through the :

deadly pandemic.

| -

t _ Main Entrance
i

Emergency
Department

These workers have seen ISS col- :
. leagues at neighbouring hospitals :
: win big concessions and get taken :
‘in house’ after determined strike ac- :
tion. Now they are following suit. At :
their regular Wednesday gathering :
outside the hospital on 4 September, :
they made plans to lobby the hos- :
: pital’s council of governors the next :
do vital work to protect staff and pa- :
tients, have long-standing grievanc- : .
: Putting our case :
Safety steward Isabella was very :
pleased with the turn out and the ef- :
: fect they had on the meeting: “Three :

evening.

PHOTO: CLARE DOYLE

of us, including the Unison secretary,
Jordan, went inside the meeting itself
to put our case. 13 of the 22 governors
have said they supported us, but no
decision was made at that meeting.”
The chairperson who spoke
against a decision being made in fa-
vour of these low-paid workers was
none other than Sir John Gieve - a

: former deputy governor of the Bank
: of England and a permanent secre-
: tary at the Home Office.

Now is the time for the ISS workers
to get organised and prepare a fight
to the finish.

Hampshire aerospace
workers strike against

pay offer

NICK CHAFFEY
SOUTHAMPTON SOCIALIST PARTY

company.

PHOTO:UNITETHE UNION

. are planned through September.

This strike shows, like others, that

: the cost-of-living crisis has not gone
erospace workers at Eaton :
in Fareham, Hampshire took :
two days of strike action :
in a campaign to reject the
three-year offer tabled by the :
¢ any further rise, in 2023 Eaton Cor-

In the first strike at Eaton for 12 :
years, there was a large turnout on :
the picket line on 29 August and :
determination that the pay cuts suf- :
fered in the last three-year deal, dur- :
ing the sharp rise in inflation, would :
not be repeated. Unite members ex- :
pressed their anger at the company’s :
attitude. While profits have risen, :
pay has fallen significantly behind :
the industry average. If management :
doesn’t respond then further strikes :

away even though inflation has fallen
for now. As one striker summed it
up: “Prices aren’t going down!” Unite
reported that, while Eaton manage-
ment say the money’s not there for

poration made €3.5 billion profit
and paid their directors close to €60
million.

This sums up the huge inequal-
ity that has grown globally in recent
decades and the vital role of strong
and determined trade unions to fight
to reverse that trend.

Delegates from Southampton
trades council and the National Shop
Stewards Network visited the picket
line to give solidarity.

Healthcare assistants
win increased pay offer
following strike threat

STEVE SCORE
LEICESTER SOCIALIST PARTY

suspended their strike action to vote

on a new offer from management of :
: “not perfect” because it doesn’t at

The offer is a big step forward :
from where they started and is a sig- :
nificant change from a management :
who were previously claiming that :
they did not have the money to meet :

the two hospital trusts.

the demands of Unison members.

: planned month-long strike.

First, they won a regrading to take

¢ into account the extra clinical duties
Healthcare assistants in Northamp- :
tonshire and Leicester hospitals have :
¢ years’ worth of back pay.

they had carried out for years. Then
they took strike action to demand six

The offer, described by Unison as

this stage include back pay for ‘bank
staff, is nevertheless a substantial
improvement. HCAs on Band 3 will
automatically get three years’ back
pay and can get up to six years if

: they can show they were doing those

It is a testament to the determina- :
tion of union members in both ar- :
eas. In the Leicester hospitals, they
have taken 32 days of strike action so :
far and had been in the middle of a :

duties.

It will be a significant achievement
by these low-paid workers, but the
struggle to achieve justice for the
bank staff should continue.

Campaign to get
John Lewis staff

unionised

OXFORD SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS

John Lewis workers have been
threatened with mass redundan-

receiving bonuses, and being forced
to work as ‘multi-skilled’ staff - effec-
tively doing several jobs at once.

These job cuts and worsening of
working conditions will take place
in stores including Oxford, where a
Socialist Party member is one of the
workers threatened.

The trade union GMB represents
John Lewis workers. However, it has
faced difficulties opposing the cuts
due to having very few union mem-
bers at John Lewis, with estimates
suggesting only around 250 workers
are members of GMB, out of a total

: workforce of around 80,000.
:  In Oxford’s store, just two workers :
: are GMB members, including one :
. Socialist Party member.
cies, changes to working hours, not :
¢ ers about joining GMB, although this :
: has been difficult due to a fear of po- :
: tential reprisals from management. :
: This is a particular concern given :
¢ that, as stated by the GMB in Febru- :
: ary, John Lewis discourages workers :
¢ from joining a union. :
i Due to the urgent need for John :
: Lewis workers to organise to pro- :
! tect their interests, Oxford Socialist :
¢ Party members have started a cam- :
: paign to get staff at our local store to :
: join GMB. Our ultimate goal is to get :
: enough staff to join and support the :
¢ union to enable it to gain recognition :

They have spoken to other work-

: in the store.

Socialist Party members have
stood outside the John Lewis staff
. entrance as workers were going into
: work, giving out GMB leaflets with

information on how to join. We also
had conversations with workers
about how joining the union could
help them, both with the current
situation and in future disputes with
the company.

We will continue this campaign to
help get workers unionised and plan
to regularly be outside John Lewis,
encouraging staff to join.

Trade union work is vital to en-
courage staff to organise so they can
defend themselves against unscru-
pulous bosses who are only interest-
ed in profit, not people.
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WHAT SHOULD TRADE UNIONS DO NOW THERE"S A LABOUR GOVERNMENT?

Fight to make the rich pay, not workers!

What should the trade unions do now? This was the key question raised by the National Shop
Stewards Network (NSSN) rally and lobby, in which Socialist Party members participated, held as
the Trades Union Congress (TUC) gathered for its annual Congress.

As delegates arrived, they were met by a lobby of over 100 trade unionists, from seasoned reps
to young workers. They called on the TUC to prepare to fight: Make the rich pay, not the workers!
The lobby was preceded by a rally at which general secretaries, elected national executive
members and reps discussed what the trade unions should be doing in this new situation.

The Tories are defeated - but Starmer’s
government will try to make workers pay

for the crisis

Rob Williams, NSSN chair,
opened the debate

e welcome the defeat of :
the Tories - the smash- :
ing of the most successful :
bosses’ party in western :
Europe is a victory for the :
working class and the trade union :
movement.

With the Tories gone, there may :
be some who will ask: ‘So why do we :
need to lobby the TUC now? Isn’t La- :
bour talking to us? Aren’t they bring-
ing in policies for us?’

We welcome any policy and con- :
cession that benefits workers. It is :
correct to celebrate the promised re-
peal of some of the most recent Tory :
anti-union laws. Although the mini-
mum service levels were rendered in-
operable by Aslef train drivers’ union,
and (Tory prime minister) Sunak was :
unable to use those laws. But it is es-
sential that unions demand the repeal :
of all the Tory anti-union legislation, :
going all the way back to Thatcher.  :

Some will point to the pay offers to
public sector unions, in the range up- :
wards from 5%, as proof that Starmer :
is listening. While these are above :
the current rate of inflation, they go
nowhere near recovering the vast :
amount lost during 14 years of sav-
age real-terms pay cuts by the Tories,
and pay freezes by New Labour before :
them. And some are not fully funded :
and will lead to cuts.

Unions should fight for more,

[
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and for all pay increases to be fully :
. funded.

chel Reeves guarantee full funding.
The most fatal error is to have wish-

: ful thinking.
In the strike wave, Starmer wasn’t :
in the trenches with us, he was sack-
¢ ing shadow cabinet members who :
: joined picket lines. The cut to pen- :
sioners’ heating allowance and re- :
: fusal to lift the two-child benefit cap, :
and his disgraceful position on Gaza, :
- needed to defend workers and their
:  The trailing of Reeves’ autumn :
: budget with warnings of public sector :
cuts, is a blunt warning to those who :
will argue that we have to give Starm- :
er more time. We have to prepare for :
: Labour austerity. :
The role of the union movement is :
to state clearly what is, not to prettify :
: the situation. Starmer is in the press :
saying he might have to make ‘difficult :
choices. There are no difficult choices, :
¢ there are class choices - you're either :
. with us or against us!

should caution our movement.

The PCS civil service union has an

: amendment arguing that if Starmer

Alongside taking strike action to :
defend jobs and services, unions :
should call on Labour councils to re- :
¢ fuse to implement cuts, and demand :
: that Starmer and his chancellor Ra- :

hasn’t delivered on the key work-
ers’ rights promised in his New Deal
for Workers within the first 100 days,
a special TUC congress should be
called to discuss next steps.

Because of the strike wave and be-

cause of the political vacuum, the un-
: ions have become a pole of attraction.

That’s why its even more necessary
that alongside being prepared to take
action, the unions also put forward
a political programme - a workers’
manifesto, the socialist policies that
workers need. For jobs, pay and pen-
sions - and link them to the demands

communities, including nationalising
the oil and gas companies, Royal Mail
and BT, and Tata Steel.

That'’s in contrast to the racists try-
ing to exploit the political vacuum.

. Imagine if the trade unions had

implemented the policy passed at
TUC congress in 2018 for a ‘Jobs and
homes, not racism’ programme.

The defeat of the Tories has ushered
in a new period for our movement.
But it isn’t the end of our fight, it’s

¢ only the beginning.

PHOTOS: MARK BEST, ISAI
MARIJERLA, PAULA MITCHELL

Marion Lloyd

Prepare to fight now - or in the future?

Steve Gillan, general secretary of the Prison Officers
Association, was clear, particularly in relation to the anti-
trade union laws: “I'm glad we’ve not got a Tory govern-
ment, but we've got to fight for whatever we want.”

Sarah Woolley, general secretary of the BFAWU bakers’
union, rightly described this as a critical moment after 14
years of austerity. She outlined the demands in the union’s
‘Bakers’ Dozen’ manifesto and said: “Too many people in
our movement will want to wait, give them a chance and
see what happens. But we’ve not got time to wait. We de-
mand real change. If that means marching outside parlia-
ment because the manifesto commitments have not been
upheld, we must march outside parliament”. She said: “If
the Labour Party doesn’t support the working class, we
must treat it like any other party that doesn’t support the
working class.”

Ian Lawrence, general secretary of the probation offic-
ers union Napo argued that the Labour government could
start by going after the unpaid tax of the rich. “We need
a rescue package for prisons and probation, and a holis-
tic approach to sentencing. There are too many people in
prisons.”

Daniel Kebede, general secretary of the National Educa-
tion Union, pointed out that the Tories left 4.3 million chil-
dren in poverty and a schools’ funding crisis that meant
crumbling buildings and a recruitment and retention cri-
sis. He highlighted the campaign for universal free school
meals and to increase education funding. He said: “We’'ll
get things, but Starmer’s going to need a push. There’ll be
times in the future we have to fight again.”

Train drivers’ union Aslef general secretary Mick
Whelan celebrated the defeat of the Tory “bastards”.

While saying that unions will “never be content” and
that “we can campaign, we can protest, we can articulate
the voices of the people that we represent’, he also said
“I'm not too worried about the ‘what if’ moment, because

even if we only got 40% of what’s being promised, we're
40% better than we’ve been in the past”

While arguing for the need to “bang on the doors for
all workers everywhere’, insisting that you can afford to
rebuild public services, Mick said: “I don’t expect it over-
night, but I do expect it

He argued that the New Deal for Working People could
be “revolutionary’, a “building block’, from which to
“change Labour and its policies” “We’ve got to build the
movement back to where we were in the '70s and "80s. If
this is a stepping stone towards doing that, I think we're in
the right place.”

From the floor, an RMT member argued that it is correct to
put our demands on a Labour government, but we have to
build a force prepared to act. That’s not an academic ques-
tion about what to do in a few years’ time: we're facing at-
tacks now.

Marion Lloyd, a member of the NEC majority in the
PCS civil service union, spoke in a personal capacity -
saying “I hope this time next year it will be in an official
capacity”.

She argued that this TUC is at a vital stage in taking for-
ward the aspirations of working people. She said “The situ-
ation is clear: the austerity we suffered for decades under
the Tories isn’t going away.” Starmer and Rachel ‘cutting’
Reeves will act in the interests of British capitalism not
working people, and so the role of the trade union move-
ment is crucial. The trade unions have a duty to explain
what is possible if we unite around a programme that pro-
tects jobs and pay.

“There are two strands of opinion at the top of the trade
union movement - those who want to wait and see and
hope, and those who want to take the opportunity to build
the fight now.” That is the struggle at the top of PCS. “Don’t
sow illusions in a government that is intending ruthless
austerity”

=

April shley speaking, Sarah Woolley seated

@ Taking on the far right

Sarah Woolley, BFAWU bakers’ union general secre-
tary, argued that, with “people disconnected from politics
and not looking to the trade unions’, the riots and votes for
Reform “should be of more concern to us right now than
what Starmer’s going to do in the first 100 days.”

This point was taken up by April Ashley, Black mem-
bers’ rep on the Unison NEC, speaking in a personal ca-
pacity. April explained that Unison had a motion to the
TUC arguing for unions to support anti-racist campaigns
and mobilise for demos, but she argued that the unions
should go further: the trade unions should be central to
the fight. The unions can unite all sections of the working
class against the bosses, and need to fight urgently against
austerity.

The TUC needs to urgently enact the decision agreed in
2018 of a ‘Jobs and homes, not racism’ campaign - not just
leave it as a “nice shiny resolution on the shelf”! Her Uni-
son branch had passed a resolution that the TUC should
call a national demo. “Too often the trade unions put the
role of fighting racism out to other organisations” instead
of playing the central role. “We have to link the fight on so-
cial conditions to the fight against racism - that’s how you
undermine the far right and racism.”

Link the
fight on
social
conditions
to the fight
against
racism

- that’s
how you
undermine
the far right
and racism

© Trade union rights

While pleased to see the New Deal for :

Workers, Steve Gillan, general secre-

tary of the Prison Officers Associa- :
tion, said: “We need to get rid of the :
whole raft of Thatcher’s legislation” :
- and that includes the ban on prison :

Steve Gillan speaking

: officers taking action, brought in 30
: years ago.
. He called on the whole trade un-
¢ ion movement to stand with them,
not just to vote for their motion but to
: mount a concerted campaign.
Nlustrating why trade union rights
are so important, he said: “Prisons
are in a terrible state. If we’d had the
right to strike, the prisons wouldn’t
: be in this state” The POA action in
: 1994 that led to the ban was about
: overcrowding - fighting for the
¢ “health and safety of our members
. and those in our care” Then the pris-
: on population was 40,000; now it’s
: 88,000, with less staff.

@ How do we organise
our political voice?

Hugo Pierre, a member of Unison’s
local government service group
executive, in a personal capacity,
raised the vital question of how, in
addition to using our industrial mus-
cle, do we use our political muscle?
He argued for a strategy that puts
councils under pressure not to make
cuts, including standing candidates;
and he called for unions to put de-
mands on the independent and sus-
pended Labour MPs (who rebelled
against the cap on child benefit) to
fight for socialist policies.

Thanking the NSSN for its sup-
port for the struggle at Barts Health
Trust, Len Hockey, Unite secretary
at Barts, described their recent vic-
tory over Covid bonus payments and
called on “health union leaders to
replicate that” He said that the 5.5%
NHS pay award is “totally inadequate.
The fight on pay is a fight for the NHS
itself”” Endorsing Hugo’s points, he
said that Starmer’s stamping on the
‘suspended seven’ is “the voice of the
ruling class”.

® Housing and
Grenfell

Suzanne Muna, Executive member
of Unite the Union, speaking as a
representative of the Social Hous-
ing Action Campaign (SHAC) said
“Grenfell shows the extent to which
landlords are allowed to gamble with
people’s lives” Rachel Reeves has
agreed to let social landlords increase
rents by 1% on top of inflation - “It
shows who's side this Labour govern-
ment is on, and it’s not ours.”

Linda Taaffe, former secretary
of the NSSN and long-term housing
campaigner, said the Grenfell report
is “damning of the whole system - it
puts capitalism in the dock” Saying
“We cannot let the survivors struggle
on their own” she called for the TUC
to meet with them and take action.

® See pages 3,4 and 12

@ Nigeria

Deji Olayinka, CWU member, high-
lighted the appalling repression of
trade unionists in Nigeria and urged
urgent solidarity.

® See page 9

Get all the latest union news...

nationalshop
STEWArdsnetwork ..o

with the
NSSN bulletin
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Blackwood packed by anti-austerity
protest. Build up the pressure!

GERAINT THOMAS
CAERPHILLY SOCIALIST PARTY

“Save our ‘stute”, chanted the hun-

dreds marching through the town of :

Blackwood against the eye-watering
£45 million cuts proposed by Caer-

philly Council. The council plans to :

scrap the meals on wheels service,
and close the miners’ institute and lo-
cal museum. Cheered on by passers-
by, the rally took place at the square
overlooked by the miners’ institute.
Working-class people from across
the community were rightly furious

ist leaflets and papers happily. Peo-
ple understand the callousness of the
cuts, and the effect that gutting these
services and institutions would have
on the community. The council’s
waste of paying consultants to sug-

gest cuts, as well as the winter fuel :
payment cuts by Westminster, came :

¢ up regularly in our conversations.
:  This only highlights that the gov- :
¢ ernments (now Labour at every lev- :
: el) do not care about working-class :
communities’ needs. At least, not :
: enough to take on the interests of big :
. business instead.
Although a Plaid Cymru Senedd :
: (Welsh parliament) member and :
: councillor spoke at the rally in sup- :
¢ port of the campaign, we know that :
: they do not have any fundamental :
: answers to the question of austerity. :
: In practice, they have carried out dif- :
¢ ferent cuts instead of no cuts.
at these cuts, and took up our social- :

We in particular think
the council workers’ unions and

: branches across the area should call

for the following:

® A consultative ballot for industrial
action against all service cuts

® Build for support in the
communities across the borough.

Produce material for people’s

homes and shop windows.

Call for community groups to
organise lobbies of their individual
councillors

@ A follow up the protest with a
lobby of the council

® Demand support from the trade

. union movement at a regional
It'snever been more clear that every :
: gain made, every service ran by coun- :
: cils, has been won by working-class
¢ struggle. The anger was palpable, and :
. people were looking for a lead from :
: the trade unions, as we are ready to
: fight to keep what we have left.

and national level. Call for serious
pressure on the Senedd and

: Westminster to fork up the cash.

If Labour politicians won’t support
our communities, we should ask

. why our unions are affiliated to
: Labour, and why we don’t stand
that :
. are prepared to fight all the cuts

candidates of our own instead, who

The protest marches
through Blackwood
High Street PHOTO: DAVEREID

Pensioners organise
against Labour winter
fuel payment cut

CLARE WILKINS

SECRETARY EAST MIDLANDS NATIONAL
PENSIONERS' CONVENTION (NPC) (PERSONAL
CAPACITY) AND NOTTINGHAM SOCIALIST PARTY

be the first of many.

Payment.

: will also be hard hit.

At a recent reception for Labour

MPs, Keir Starmer said that they
: must “toughen up” because there
: will be more “tough choices” and
The axeing of the winter fuel payment :
for pensioners by the new Labour :
government, except for those in re- :
ceipt of Pension Credit, looms large. :
We have to fight against this cut. Tt will :
¢ disciplined. Instead of going after

63% of pensioners eligible for Pen- :
sion Credit currently claim it. You :
have to be in receipt of or eligible :
for it on 14 September to get it this :
year. £2.3 billion set aside for Pen- :
sion Credit went unclaimed last year. :
The government says it will save £1.3 :
billion by cutting the Winter Fuel :
: cruel cut, and the need for a decent,

The government has responded to :
the huge backlash by saying they will :
extend the Warm Home Discount. :
But only people on Pension Credit :
can get this and not all energy pro- :
viders are in the scheme. They are :
also urging people to claim Pension :
Credit and for family and friends :
to help them claim. There are over :
one million pensioners who are just :
above the threshold for Pension :
Credit and other poorer pensions :

not to rebel, despite the complaints
they are getting from constituents.
A three-line whip against attempts
to stop the cut mean any Labour MP
that stands up for pensioners will be

privatised energy companies making
huge profits at the expense of us all,
Starmer’s cuts will mean old people
will be cold.

More than 200 people took part in
the NPC annual convention in Black-
pool on 3 and 4 September. The con-
vention discussed the anger at this

liveable pension so that pension-
ers can have security and dignity in
older age.

Jan Shortt, NPC general secre-
tary announced that NPC and Unite
the union have organised a lobby
of parliament against the cut in the
Winter Fuel Payment on Monday 7
October from 2-4pm in Room 14 in
Westminster. A rally will take place
at the George IV statue in Parliament
Square beforehand.
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Twelve killed in Channel boat disaster

T T

BERKAY KARTAV
SOCIALIST PARTY NATIONAL COMMITTEE AND
MEMBER OF UNITE MIGRANT WORKERS BRANCH

Twelve people, including six children :
and a pregnant woman, tragically :
lost their lives after the boat carrying :
them sank in the English Channel :
on 3 September. Dozens more peo- :
ple had to be rescued by fishers and :

coastguards.

Over 40 people have lost their lives :
this year, desperately attempting to :
cross the English Channel in search :
for a better future. Exploiting the :
plight of people fleeing war, repres- :
sion and devastation in their home :
countries, human smugglers cram- :
ming people in small boats to make :

a profit.

Despite scrapping the Tory Rwan- :
da scheme, Keir Starmer and home
secretary Yvette Cooper have talked :
aboutincreasing deportations of asy- :

lum seekers, putting lives at risk.

We say, no to racist immigrant
demand democratic :

laws! We

WK

iht for jobs homes and services for all

L

: working-class control over borders :
: by elected representatives from trade :
. unions and migrant organisations to :
: review asylum cases and grant asy- :
lum, and the resources to do so safely :

and quickly.

The new Labour government has :
not put forward any new safe and :
legal routes for asylum seekers. Tory :
policies and cuts to public services :
¢ fuel desperation that pushes people
towards dangerous journeys across :
¢ and-rule was seen in the far-right at-

Pro-capitalist politicians try to pit :
workers against each other, scape- :
goating migrants for lack of jobs, :
Meanwhile :
they enable their rich backers to get :
: new workers’ party, based on the

The richest 100 individuals in the :
UK increased their wealth by £40 bil- :
lion in the last year alone. Just a frac- :
tion of that wealth can be used to lift :
. and services for all would be a pole

The reason for the lack of decent :
jobs with decent pay, the lack of se- :
cure homes or collapsing services is :

the Channel.

homes and services.

richer.

millions of people out of poverty.

R T e e T o
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not because of asylum seekers and
refugees. The responsibility lies with
the bosses who only care about their
profits, both in Britain and interna-
tionally, and their rotten system.

A united, mass working-class
struggle for a fully-funded NHS, a
mass programme of council house
building and decent jobs for all can
cut across divisions and win re-
sources for all. The consequences of
decades of cuts and capitalist divide-

tacks mere weeks ago.

To cut across the rise of racist ideas
and to end the horror seen in the
channel, the working-class move-
ment needs a political arm too. A

trade unions and armed with a so-
cialist programme, could fight for the
money and resources our commu-
nities need. A fight for jobs, homes

of attraction for working-class peo-
ple who are looking for a socialist
alternative.
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Nigeria state repression: Release

all prisoners, drop the charges!

avE
Lagos protest DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST MOVEMENT

© Add your name to
the statement
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DEJI OLAYINKA
SOUTH WEST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

: Abuja on Wednesday 11 September,
: for a ruling on their bail application.

: Similar activities are planned in Ni-

ctivists from the Socialist :
Party, alongside Nigeria Soli- :
darity UK, quickly organised :
aprotest at the Nigerian High
Commission in London on :

: Monday 9 September in response :
! to the attacks on the workers’ and :
. anti-austerity movements. The pro- :
: test supported the #EndBadGovern- :
i ance protesters and the Youth Rights :
: Campaign (YRC) by submitting a :
: petition demanding the release of :
: Nigerian Labour Congress President :
i Joe Ajaero, as well as Adaramoye :
! Michael Lenin, Mosiu Sodiq, Daniel
. Akande, and all those incarcerated :
: in connection with the recent #End- :
: BadGovernance protests. :

Joe Ajaero, who was arrested early :

* on the Monday, was released later :
: that day without his passport, after :
i 15 hours of questioning by the se- :
: cret police over alleged terrorism :
: financing.

Micheal Lenin, who was arrested :

This demo is part of international :

¢ solidarity actions planned by the YRC :
. and the Committee for a Workers’ In- :
: ternational (CWI) to rally activists, :
% | trade unionists, youth groups and :
: socialists across the world to raise :
: awareness about the repression and :
: budding dictatorship in Nigeria. Its :
: aim is to build sustained pressure on :
: the Nigerian government as Adara- :
: moye Michael Lenin and nine others :
: appear at the Federal High Court in :

geria on the day of the court sitting.
Speaking during the demo, I said:
“Socialists, working people and

: youth across the world are inspired

by the #EndBadGovernance protests
in Nigeria. We extend our solidar-
ity to the working class and youth
in Nigeria in their struggle against
fuel price hikes, anti-poor economic
policies and attacks on democratic
rights. We call on President Tinubu
to halt the repression and release all
those imprisoned now. Only a social-
ist Nigeria can end the economic cri-

. sis facing the country”.

The Socialist Party will continue
to raise the issues of the repression

: in Nigeria within the trade unions,

students unions and socialist move-
ment with a view to build more
support for the struggle against the
horrendous impact on most Nigeri-
ans of the government’s neo-liberal

: policies in Nigeria.
. on Sunday 5 August, now falsely : We Say:
: charged alongside others with trea- :
: son, is the National Coordinator of :
: the YRC. If found guilty, they could :
. face a death sentence, the maximum :
: penalty in Nigeria for treason. The :
. YRC group played crucial roles in the :
: #EndSARs protest four years ago and :
i also in the ten days of protests that :
: rocked Nigeria last month over in- :
¢ creasing hunger and hardship.

® Drop ‘treason’ and ‘terrorism’
charges against protest organisers
® Defend the right to protest, and
free the hundreds detained for
protesting

® Fight to defend Nigerians from
economic and social collapse

Commiittee
fora

Workers’ c‘&'h—

International

FIGHTING FOR A
SOCIALIST WORLD

socialistworld.net

Save Leicester advent

STEVE SCORE
LEICESTER SOCIALIST PARTY

Hundreds of people of all ages pro-
tested outside Leicester Town Hall

on 5 September against the Labour :
: which they describe as necessary to
avoid a Section 114 notice, so-called :
: surances were given at the council
i meeting on extending the leases, but
: final decisions would be made by the
* city mayor’s ‘executive!

ending of 16+ Special Educational :
¢ Needs school transport. Although, in
: that case, the campaign managed to
cil’s plan to ending funding for the :
nine playgrounds situated in some ‘:
of the most deprived areas of a city :
where more than 40% of children live :
in poverty. As explained in previous :

council’s ending of support for ad-

venture playgrounds. The deafen- :
ing noise must have penetrated the :
: posedly avoid having to make dras-
: tic cuts, the council is making those
sented. Just to be sure, the protestre- :
peatedly marched around the Town :

council chamber as they debated the
9,000-signature petition being pre-

Hall while the meeting took place!
There is huge anger at the coun-

. issues of the Socialist, some of these
: playgrounds have existed for more
¢ than 50 years and have a long tradi-
: tion of giving children safe places to
: play, learn and socialise.

This is part of the council’s cuts,

‘effective bankruptcy. But to sup-

same cuts now! These include the

force the council to re-run its flawed
consultation and at least delay the
cut, giving more time to build the
campaign try to reverse it.

The council has told playgrounds

ure playgrounds

I 01070: STEVE SCORE

¢ that they must find funding else-
: where, but in precipitously stopping
. the funding they are making even
: that difficult. So is the fact that they
: hadn’t clarified their intentions on
: whether they would extend the leas-
. es on the land and premises.

We understand that verbal as-

Leicester Socialist Party believes

: that these devastating cuts are not
: necessary,
: continue the funding and build a
: mass campaign, including the play-
¢ ground supporters, to force the La-
: bour government to put the in money
: needed to support local services.

that the council could

How canyou help
us raise £1,8377

Every quarter the Socialist Party sets
itself the target to raise £25,000
through our public campaigning. The
money is vital to fund all our work,
including things like the posters and
leaflets we take out with us when we
are campaigning. With the deadline
for this quarter fast approaching
at the end of September, we have
£7,837 to raise.

What can your Socialist Party
branch do to meet its target, and
to help your region meet its target
too? Lots of branches will be
organising a big campaigning day on
Saturday 21 September, speaking

¥

to as many people as possible
about how to build the socialist
opposition to Starmer’s cuts. Use it
as an opportunity to ask those who
support our campaigning to donate

. to the fighting fund. Let’'s make sure
. we meet the target and strengthen
¢ the socialist fightback!

Fund the fightback

DONATE
TODAY

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/donate
® or call 020 8988 8777

® or make cheques payable to
Socialist Party, PO Box 1398,

Enfield EN1 9GT

SOGIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

AREA SRECEVED  §TARGET (3: JULY-SEPTEMBER 2024 DEADLINE: 30 SEPTEMBER 2024
SouthWest 1,879 ' 2,100 | NN NN (NN NN [N N [ sot
NorthWest 874 1,200 NN N 1N N O I 3%
Northern | 540 ' 800 [N I O I O G8%
Southern&SE 1,454 2,400 [N N I I I G1%G
London = 2,993 ' 5,000 NN I I DN N (6ol
Wales 1,001 2,400 [ N D 5%
EastMidlands 671 2,050 [N O I33%
Yorkshire 837 2,650 [N O 2%
Eastern 356 1,300 [N NZTR
WestMidlands 728 2,700 [N IR
Other! 75,7401 [7"2,400" [N [N 1 I D O 2soel
TotAL 17163 25,000 [N D D D D 656
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the :

world’s population by a small, super-
rich elite who own most of the wealth
and the means of producing it. This
way of organising society, in which the

pursuit of profit comes before everything

else, causes poverty, inequality,
environmental destruction, wars and
oppression across the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives
and livelihoods, and for a socialist
alternative: a society which takes the

wealth out of the hands of the super-rich :

and is democratically run by working-

class people to meet the needs of all not

the profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new
mass workers’ party is a vital part of
the struggle to change society along
socialist lines.

Because capitalism
is a world system, C
the struggle for 8’1‘
socialism must also
be international. The Socialist Party is
part of the Committee for a Workers’

International which organises across the :

world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
® A £15-an-hour minimum wage for all,
without exemptions. For the minimum

wage to automatically increase linked to

average earnings or inflation, whichever
is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The
right to flexible working, under the
control of workers not employers. An
end to insecure working, for the right to
full-time work for all who want it; ban
zero-hour contracts.

® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t
afford to pay a real living wage. State
subsidies, where genuinely needed, for
socially-useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to :

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage.

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social
care and childcare facilities into public

ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for

all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

@ Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels
and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of
early obsolescence - where products
are designed to ‘wear out’ and be
replaced - and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards
are set by consumers, small farmers, and

all workers involved in the production,
. processing, distribution and retail of food.

: DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

® For united working-class struggle to

- end discrimination on the grounds of race,
. gender, disability, sexuality, age, and all

: other forms of prejudice and oppression.
® Repeal the anti-trade union laws

. and all others that trample over civil

. liberties. For the right to protest and

: to strike! End police harassment. For
the police to be accountable to local

. committees, made up of democratically
. elected representatives of trade unions,
local community organisations and local
. authorities.

. @ For the right to choose when and

: whether to have children - for the right
to access abortion, contraception and

. fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with

: democratic community control and
oversight of emergency funding

. resources. No to racist immigration laws.
. @ Expand democracy. For the abolition
: of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

. and to only receive a worker's wage.

For proportional representation and the
. right to vote at 16.

. @ For the right of nations to self-

: determination. For an independent
socialist Scotland and for a socialist

. Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist
: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

® Oppose the dictatorship of the

. billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing

: facilities, radio, TV and social media
platforms. Access to these facilities should
. be under democratic control, with political
. parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
: ® For a new mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

. drawing together workers, young people
and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to
the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
. ® No to imperialist wars and
occupations!

- ® Take the wealth off the super-rich!

: For a socialist government to take

into public ownership the top 150

. companies and the banking system

: that dominate the British economy,

: and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.
- Compensation to be paid only on the

: basis of proven need, not to the fat cats.
: ® Ademocratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of the
. overwhelming majority of people, and in
. a way that safeguards the environment.
: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise
a campaign with European socialists

: and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up
: the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real
collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a
: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
: @ or call 020 8988 8777

: @ or text your name and

postcode to 07761 818 206

. to find out more today!

. Help fund the fightback!

' DONATE TODAY

socialistparty.org.uk
/donate
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he presidential election in Sri :
Lanka on 21 September is the :
first significant election since :
the ‘Aragalaya’ - the mass :
: across the country. Most demon-
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Since :
then, the presidency has been held :
by Ranil Wickremesinghe, a veteran :
capitalist politician who has been :
prime minister on several occasions. : Political fragmentation
He has delayed calling this election :
for as long as possible to give time :
to rebuild the reputation and sup- :
port of the entire capitalist establish-
ment, which was shattered by the :
¢ from the main opposition party, the

movement that ousted former

movement.

The restructuring of debt and fur- :
ther borrowing from the IMF and :
various countries (China, the United :
States, and India) have temporarily :
helped avert the looming economic :
catastrophe. However, none of the
factors that led to the country’s bank- :
ruptcy have been adequately ad- :
: Rajapaksa (son of former president
Following the default on repay- : Mahinda), or Ranil. Amid these di-
: visions, Premadasa is also negotiat-

dressed or resolved.

ments in May 2022, domestic debt

has continued to rise. There isno real :
: support. Given the considerable un-

solution in sight. The ‘restructuring’

talks effectively amount to imple- :
¢ japaksa family, the SJB candidate is

menting further austerity. Depriva-

tion is on the rise, with over 30% of :
the population - more than 7 mil- :
lion people - now plunged into dire :
: time. [Tamils are an oppressed na-

poverty.

Nearly half the population has re- :
duced what they eat to provide for :
their children and save money for :
energy needs. More than half of the :
: tion of Tamils.] Through the election

population have no savings due to

the soaring cost of living, and 6% of :
households have ceased sending :
: with sentiments for boycotting the
: election or fielding a Tamil candidate

their children to school. This is par-
ticularly alarming in a country where

children’s education used to be high- :
¢ come together for the first time to put

ly valued and considered a priority.

Even welfare programmes intend- :
: An unspoken battle for Tamil votes

ed to support the poorest have failed

to reach those in need. While vast :
sections of the population plunge :
further into desperate conditions, :
lenders continue their collaboration :

= = e

a presi

idential
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: with the capitalists, prioritising the
: protection of their investments and
: profits over the wellbeing of the
© majority.

Fearing a potential resurgence of
mass movements, the government
has intensified its repression against
protests and strikes, which persist

strations led by students or activists
are met with police hostility and, at
times, violent dispersal.

The discredited mainstream parties
have lost significant support, and
their weakness has led to a record 39
presidential candidates!

Sajith Premadasa, the candidate

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S]B - ‘Unit-
ed People’s Power’), positions him-
self as a reliable representative of the
capitalist class, while also claiming
to support the Aragalaya movement.
The once-governing Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP) finds itself torn be-
tween supporting Premadasa, Namal

ing with Tamil parties to secure their
popularity of both Ranil and the Ra-

seen as a likely contender for victory.
The Tamil vote could significantly
influence the election outcome this

tionality in Sri Lanka and a brutal
25-year-long civil war took place
along national lines, ending in 2009
with mass reprisals and persecu-

campaign, right-wing Tamil political
representatives have fragmented,
have developed. Some factions have
forward a common Tamil candidate.
is now unfolding in the south, yet
none of the right-wing parties have

stepped forward to address key de-
mands of the Tamil community, let

2022 mass movement protesting in front of the
Presidential Secretariat in Colomhbo on 13 April

alone offer a viable solution to the
national question.

NPP faux-‘Marxists’

The National Peoples’ Power (NPP),
a coalition led by the JVP (People’s
Liberation Front), has emerged as

an alternative, despite not playing a :

leading role in the mass struggle. Its
candidate, Anura Kumara Dissanay-
ake, was ahead in opinion polls prior
to June.

However, a shift away from the
NPP began as the SJB intensified
its campaign as a “reliable force’
committed to continuing capital-
ist policies while also announcing
populist measures in its manifesto.

Siritunga Jayasuriya
PHOTO: CWI SRI LANKA

PHOTO: ANTANO/CC

* This includes acceptance of the
: longstanding 1,000 Sri Lanka Ru-
: pees wage demand of hill country
1 workers, fully implementing the 13th
. amendment to the constitution to
: appeal to Tamils, and restricting the
: executive powers of the president.

Although the NPP brands itself :
: as ‘Marxist, its policies hardly differ
: in substance and effect from those
¢ of the right-wing SJB. The NPP has
! capitalised on past struggles and an-
¢ ger. The anti-corruption sentiment,
: in particular, has increased its sup- :
i port, as it presents itself as ‘clean!
: However, its programme offers lit-
: tle beyond ‘clean capitalism, lacking
: concrete solutions for improving the

: Don’t pay the debt
: While it agrees that IMF-led poli- :
: cies should be resisted, the mani- :
: festo stops short of advocating for the :
: complete non-payment or abolition :
: of all debts. Instead, it proposes ne- :
: gotiating with lenders and delaying :
: debt repayment until the economy :
: improves, with part of the income : I
: eventually allocated to debt repay- :
: ment, which is similar to that of other :
: capitalists and the NPP, differing only :
¢ slightly in nuance and intention. :

: cal policies
: interests will face resistance from :
! international capitalism and its lo- :
: cal allies. Therefore, a clear strategy :
: on implementing these policies is :
¢ crucial. Marxists advocate an alter- : &
! native strategy, including debt non- : |
: payment or full cancellation, capital :
: controls to prevent capital outflow, :
: worker-controlled mechanisms for :
: price control and essential goods :
: distribution, and the nationalisa- :
: tion of key economic sectors. Educa- :
: tion, health, energy, transport, and :
: other sectors should be managed by :
. worker-controlled bodies, with in- :
: creased subsidies for industry and :
¢ agriculture development. This vision :
: can only be realised by a workers’ :
: government and through solidarity :
: among international working-class :
: movements. :

: Tamil self-determination :
: The People’s Struggle Alliance also :
: presents a muddled position on the :
: national question. Since the FSP :
: split from the JVP, it has not clearly :

: economy. It is now prepared to pro- :
: tect the interests of Indian billion- :
: aires and the IMF in Sri Lanka.

The NPP fails to address nationali- :

: sation or the protection of national- :
: ised health and education. There is :
: no mention of reversing recent legis- :
: lation that undermines workers’ and :
: democratic rights. The NPP is woolly :
! on the national question.

A victory for its candidate might

: even further erode democratic rights. :
: The NPP attracts the Sinhala nation- :
: alist base of the Rajapaksa family due :
: to discontent with corruption and :
=+ : economic conditions.
: capitalist institutions and politicians :
: is widespread, and there is suspicion :
: towards the lenders. Some youth :
| ¢ and militant workers are drawn to :

: socialist alternatives, which are not :
: unpopular. A victory for the NPP :
: would be unlikely to bolster social- :
! ist consciousness, as capitalists will :
: probably exploit its shortcomings to :
: propagate anti-left sentiment.

Distrust in :

Marxists must concentrate on re- :

! jecting all alternatives protecting :
: capitalism and focus on strengthen- :
: ing the independent power of the :
: working class, through a socialist :
: programme. The working class tak- :
: ing a leading role in struggles could :
: transform the current situation.

The Frontline Socialist Party (FSP), :

: formed by a split from the JVP, has :
. created a small coalition called the :
: People’s Struggle Alliance which is :
: standing in the elections. Its critique :
: of the JVP as a Sinhala nationalist :
: force and its efforts to advocate for :
: socialist ideas are positive develop- :
. ments. Although its manifesto in- :
: cludes details of what it envisions as :

socialist policies, such as establish- :

: ing a constituent assembly, enacting :
: the right to recall representatives, :
: and reversing draconian laws, it falls :
: short on two major issues: economic :
¢ policy and the national question.

Marxists understand that radi—§
advancing workers’ :

¢ principled alliance based
. on a Marxist programme
: and strategy. The USP has

articulated its stance on this issue.
It equates Tamil and Sinhala nation-

: alism as mirror images, without ac-
knowledging the specific context of :
¢ and sustain resistance efforts. USP
: members have actively participated
: in this work, encouraging involve-
es due to shared repression. Even if :
¢ ance and other left groups.
: tions lead the movement, Marxists :

Tamil demands in relation to state
repression.
National aspirations span all class-

pro-capitalist or petty bourgeois sec-

must understand its roots and pro-
mote workers’ unity against all forms
of oppression, including national op-
pression. Recognising demands such

building an independent working-
nationalities and unite to dismantle

oppressive capitalist systems. Sup-

both weaken the capitalists they are
fighting against and bring the work-
ing and poor masses of all nation-

¢ alities closer together. Instead, the

People Struggle Alliance proposes
as self-government in Tamil) which
oppression.

United Socialist Party

: The United Socialist Party (USP), :
affiliated to the Committee for a
: article published online: ‘The Left

.- and the Presidential Election 2024’
. at socialistworld.net on 23 August
tionalities. This may explain why the :
People’s Struggle Alliance has notin- :
vited the USP to join its coalition. The :
USP maintains a friendly relation- :

Workers' International (CWI), takes
a class-based position to the prob-
lems facing working people of all na-

ship with the FSP, collaborating
in various struggles and forums

against ongoing repression.
The USP has consistently
advocated greater collabo-
ration among leftist groups
and the establishment of a

put forward the slogan of
debt non-payment from
the outset and continues to

: campaign for it. It has fought for the
: establishment of workplace and na-
: tionwide committees to harness the

momentum of the 2022 movement

ment with the People’s Struggle Alli-

Given the severe economic crisis

: and heightened national tensions,
: Marxists should not compromise
on articulating our programme. The
: USP has consistently defended the
as Tamils’ right to self-determination :
is crucial. Marxists should support :
: of the left supported the Rajapaksa
class movement among oppressed :
: USP members stood against the
¢ slaughter and war.

porting the demands of oppressed :
nations to self-determination will :

rights of workers, farmers, the poor,
and Tamils. When the JVP and much

regime during the Tamil massacres,

USP general secretary Siritunga
(Siri) Jayasuriya is standing again for

: president. Despite limited resources,
¢ he will put forward a Marxist pro-
! gramme, not solely to gain votes but
: to build an independent working-
: class organisation prepared to resist
a vague ‘autonomy’ (wrongly read :
1 working class. The USP encourages
fails to adequately address national :
: importantly, to participate in build-
¢ ing a revolutionary Marxist party and
: amass party of the workers.

a post-election offensive against the

everyone to vote for Siri and, more

® This is a shortened version of an

.

aetsme

Tens of thousands of young people and workers demonstrated against Macron and
his government in France and their austerity agenda. Gauche Révolutionnaire
(CWI France) mobhilised in support of the protests on 7 September.

Read more at socialistworld.net
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SYSTEM IN THE DOCK!
FIGHT FOR SOGIALIST
I (

HANGE

‘Justice now!’

: the inquiry.

LINDA TAAFFE
WALTHAM FOREST SOCIALIST PARTY

There have been too many

: scandals. The private profit-

: driven system is rotten to the

n the words of the chair of :
the Grenfell inquiry into the :
west London tower block :
fire that killed 72 in 2017, :
tenants were ‘failed’ by :
governments of both kinds, by :
building companies of all kinds :
and by other authorities con- :
nected with the refurbishment :
of the tower block, including :
the local council. :

Those tenants are our broth- :
ers and sisters. They are workers :
doing all kinds of jobs, and from :
different backgrounds, but all :
struggling to make ends meet, :
aspiring to make a better life, :
and many having tried bravely :
to get their voices heard in the :
run-up to that terrible fire. :

The chair added that those :
to emerge from this tragedy :
with the greatest credit were :
indeed members of the local :
community, to their great hon- :
our. Those with reputations in :
tatters make up a list of private :
companies, like cladding man- :
ufacturer Arconic, which arro-
gantly refused to even attend :

¢ “Now is the time for justice’, de- :

WHATWE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS » » » see column on page 10

: mands Grenfell United - a group :
¢ made up of families of victims
¢ and survivors. Not in three, five, :
! or even ten years, as is being :
¢ trailed by a former chief pros- :
: ecutor. After the recent riots and :
¢ farright attacks, Keir Starmer :
: made sure those involved were :
. arrested and charged swiftly. :
: Courts were cleared to get con- :
¢ victs in jail double quick.

Will this be the attitude

: adopted for the Grenfell com- :
: panies? Three of the big com- :
. panies - Arconic, Kingspan :
. and Celotex - have already de- :
: nied any wrongdoing. Property :
i companies exert tremendous :
! pressure on governments and :
: landlordism is widespread. :
: When Boris Johnson’s Tory gov- :
: ernment promised it would get :
¢ rid of Section 21 ‘no-fault’ evic- :
. tion notices, it was inundated
: with landlord lobbies, threaten- :
i ing that if this became law, they :
: would clog up the courts even :
: more with injunctions and law- :
: suits. Unsurprisingly, the pro- :
. posed legislation was kicked :
. into the long grass.

There needs to be a massive, :

¢ loud and determined campaign :
: organised to ramp up the pres- :
. sure for justice for Grenfell. The :
: heroic campaigning by survi- :
¢ vorsmustbe backed up by trade :
! unions, with their membership :
¢ of millions, and all campaign- :
: ing workers and organisations.

core. The alternative is to build
for need not profit, and to invest
in public services. We need to
bring into existence a real inde-
pendent mass socialist workers’
party, to shine as a beacon for
all oppressed workers and to
carry out real socialist change.
The evidence for Grenfell
prosecutions is all there in the

: 1,700-page report. Already 58

people and 19 companies and
organisations have been inter-

: viewed by police. Corporate

manslaughter has been raised.
Michael Mansfield KC, who
represented residents, has ex-
plained that the police investi-
gation should have come first!
The setting up of the inquiry
by Theresa May was a known
tactic of delaying justice and
softening guilt, allowing the
perpetrators to fade away out of
sight. In other words, letting the
guilty bosses off the hook.
Whilst individuals respon-
sible must be punished, the
whole emphasis has been on
complete systemic failure. The

. capitalist system should be put
: in the dock, questioned about
: it’s right to continue and to

pose socialist change.
Since the 1990s especially,

: the rich and their representa-

tives in parliament have been
shrinking the state through all
kinds of austerity measures;
and boosting greed and indi-
vidual private profit.

Tony Blair's Labour chose
the Private Finance Initiative
for buildings for hospitals and

: schools as the only show in

town. The Conservative-Lib
Dem coalition encouraged a
‘bonfire of red tape’ to allow
juggernaut companies to ex-
ploit the market for greed. Local
authority services like build-
ing control were hollowed out
through decades of underfund-
ing and redundancies.

Grenfell was a perfect storm

: - refurbished ‘cheap and cheer-

ful’ so as not to be out of place

: with its posh Kensington neigh-

bours - where 72 tragically had
their lives taken.

It's time for justice, but above
all it’s time for socialist change.
It's time for working-class peo-
ple ourselves to join in build-

. ing an organisation to fight for

it. It’s time for working-class
people to take the lead in mak-
ing plans for need not profit, in
housing and in all services.
Grenfell United referred to
the companies involved as “no
better than crooks and killers”
Let’s clear them all out and set

: aboutbuilding a socialist world.

LTI
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Students and
workers unite!

inequality grows py the day, as the wealth of the pillionaires soars, while
young people across the globe.

pitalism offer young people? The chasm of wealth
sky high, while public transport routes

d threaten the futures of billions of working-class and
ublic services. Travel fares are

alk for hours t0 get home from work and college.
ly get an appo‘mtment. The housing crisis makes it impossible for us to live fully

hat future does ca
wars and climate change inflict misery an
Wwe’'re worried about how 1o make en
have been cut, meaning many of us have to W
Our NHS has been cut to the bone making it harder than ever to simp
independent lives. No wonder 1in 4 students now face mental health issues.
Our schools, colleges and universities have gone massively underfunded for years. students used o get grants, not high-interest loans. Now we have our
services and courses cut, while greedy bosses make hundreds of thousands of pounds off our education.
Why is this happening? It's because the system we live under - capitalism - is organised around creating profit for a tiny handful at the top of society over

improving the lives of ordinary people.
It's time to get organised and fight back. Read on to find out more.

How can students and workers

fight Labour cuts? »»» p2 What is Socialist Students? o i
2 ! pposing the far right: fightin
o : g back

against racism »»» p3
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If Starmer attacks students,

we will fight back

TOM PORTER-BROWN
BIRMINGHAM CITY SOCIALIST STUDENTS

niversities

ernment change this dire situation?

Universities face a funding crisis. :
Will Labour let universities go bank- :
: from revolutions and other mass

rupt, or will it intervene?

Funding must be enough to sustain :
universities long-term, and avoid :
cuts to courses, firing staff, and sell- :
ing off assets. The alternative being :
pushed by some Labour politicians
and vice-chancellors is a blatant at- :
: we can fight back together.

Working-class students are already :
under such financial strain though,
extortionate prices for accommoda- :
tion, increasing costs of basic neces- :
sities such as food, massive debts :
after graduating. Students shouldn't :
: picket lines to build connections

The capitalist parties leave work- :
ing-class and young people withouta :
political voice. But what can students :
: ideas with co-workers, and build the

In order to oppose the attacks on :
our education, students need to be :
organised, and prepared to speak :
out - and act against both university :
management and capitalist politi- :
cians. And we've seen it’s possible,

tack - increasing tuition fees.

have to pay another penny.

do about it?

just this last year.

Northampton Socialist Students :
won rent refunds by organising dem- :
onstrations and putting pressure on :
university management. Surrey So- :
cialist Students helped win tuition :
fee refunds for Nigerian students fac- :

ing deportation.

This proves that students and the :
working class can win. Fights like :
this are still ongoing, up down the :

country.

Thousands of students took part :
in encampments to protest against :

: their universities’ complicity in the
. seemingly endless slaughter in Gaza.
¢ And there is more to be done.

suffered cuts, :
debt, and staff redundan- :
cies for the last 14 years un- :
der Tory austerity. Will Keir :
Starmer’s new Labour gov- :

Starmer and the uni bosses must
get the message - ‘if you attack us, we
will fight back’ By organising on cam-
pus as well as mobilising for national
demos, if and when that is needed.

Socialist Students meetings are a
good chance to discuss socialist ide-
as with fellow students, learn lessons

movements, and plan for action now.

Students and workers need to link
their struggles, and support each
other. If university staff take strike ac-
tion and form picket lines, students
should join them, and discuss how

And it’s not limited to universities.
We don'’t live in isolation.

Students depend on healthcare,
public transport, delivery services.
If any trade union declares strike ac-
tion, students should attend these

with working-class struggle.
Many working-class students have
part-time jobs. We can discuss these

movement from the ground up.

Socialist Students is here to show
that victories can be won for students
and workers, and that socialism is
worth fighting for.

isit socialiststudents.org.uk/join
® or call 020 8988 8761

What is Socialist Students?

We think capitalism is a system that :
offers no future to the vast majority of :
people. But if you're a young person :
attending school, college, or univer- :
sity this year, chances are we don't :
¢ ganised in the fight for socialism.
Socialist Students groups hold :

need to convince you of that.

All young people have known :
growing up is a capitalist system in :
crisis. It has brought climate disas- :
ter, unending war, public services
and infrastructure that doesn’t work, :
: campus, by raising socialist solutions

Young people have no time to :
lose in fighting for an alternative to :

soaring cost of living, and more.

capitalism - for a socialist system

that puts the needs of people and the :

planet before the profits of a tiny few.
That’s what Socialist Students is
for. We want to help students get or-

regular meetings, where students
can debate and discuss what ideas

are needed to change the world. Our

members take those ideas out onto

to all the issues facing students, as
part of campaigns and protests.

Socialist Students T”'“ '1

Will Labour let universities go
bankrupt, or will it intervene?
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CAPITALISM IS A~
BROKEN SYSTEN
JOIN THE FIGHT
FOR SOCIALIST

CHANGE!

SOCIALIST STUDENTS FIGHTS FOR:
¢ ® Free education - Scrap tuition
: fees and end student debt. Replace

! inflation

: rise with inflation, scrap zero-hour
contracts. A £15-an-hour minimum
: wage, with no exemptions for age.

* Support striking workers

End the housing crisis - Mass

: building of high-quality affordable

: council housing. With rent control
Councils should restore public

: services - Needs-based no-cuts

: people’s budgets. Restore youth

: services, open libraries, reverse cuts,
: and reemploy sacked workers

Renationalise energy companies

¢ and other private utilities - Socialist
¢ plan for climate change, including

: loans with living grants that rise with :
¢ free public transport
End low pay - Pay rises for all that :
: - The right to self-determination, on
¢ asocialist basis. For international

: workers’ unity

expanded renationalised cheap or

End to all wars and occupations

Take the wealth off the super-

: rich - Nationalise the banks

i and top 150 companies, under

¢ democratic workers’ control and
: management

Tories have been smashed - Now

build the socialist opposition. Build
: anew mass workers’ party on a
: socialist programme

SUBSCRIBE TO
theSocialist

® socialistparty.org.uk/subscribe

Subscribe by direct debit and choose
from a range of free books!

Black Lives Matter movement

MIHAELA IVANOVA
QUEEN MARY SOCIALIST STUDENTS

Violent riots and protests, instigated :
by far-right groups, broke out across :

the country in the summer.
But, a few days later, on 7 August,

tens of thousands of people took part :

in anti-racist counter-protests in re-
sponse. In North Finchley, we chant-
ed: “Whose streets? Our streets!”

‘Hate marches’
Under the pressure of public opin-

ion, the capitalist newspapers and :
police tried to heap praise on our :
anti-racist protests. Yet, for almost a
year, they have continuously labelled :
our peaceful mass protests against :

united mass action. Bolstering the : :
repressive state apparatus will not : Workers of all baCkgrnunds :
negate the daily experience of Black, :

: have more in common than

Asian, and other ethnic minority :
The fight againstracism needs to be with their capltaIISt hosses :
stepped up. Imagine if the 7 August :
protests had been followed up by a :
massive trade union-led, anti-racism :

the war on Gaza as ‘hate marches.
The main lesson from the riots is

not that we should rely on the po-

lice, but on our potential power with

workers and youth of racist policing.

demonstration around the slogan -

‘jobs and homes for all, not racism’
It could have mobilised hundreds of :

racism and far right
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: thousands of young people and stu- :
: dents, angry about racism and dis- :
: crimination, and wanting to fight for :

a decent future.

While this wave of riots and attacks :
. has passed, it is a warning sign of :
: what could happen. The far right has :
fed off the anger from poverty and :
¢ the crisis in housing and services, af- :
. ter 14 years of Tory austerity. :
The Tories used a war on ‘small :
: boats’ and the inhumane ‘Rwanda :
i scheme’ to try to polarise the work- :
¢ ing class against the real enemy - the :
capitalist bosses. Keir Starmer’s con- :
tinuation of austerity and anti-immi- :
gration propaganda will only deepen :
¢ common with each other than with

discontent with capitalist politics.
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young people urgently need our own
political voice - a new mass workers’
party.

14 years of Tory rule has seen
living standards drop, with public
services cut to the bone, and over-
whelmed by need. Tuition fees and
student debt is hight. This will all
only worsen with Starmer’s promise

. of more austerity.

When workers strike

The strike wave against the Tories
from the last couple of years showed
the strength of the working class to
a new generation of fighters. Work-
ers of all backgrounds have more in

. their capitalist bosses.

Today, the trade unions must take

¢ the lead in combating racism. They
! unite workers regardless of race, re-
¢ ligion, gender, or sexuality in a com-
: mon struggle for decent wages, jobs,

homes, and services for all - cutting

: across the divide-and-rule tactics of
¢ the ruling class.

It is essential to link the fight

: against racism, and other forms

. of oppression, to the fight against

But the far right is still weak. They :
were predominantly outnumbered :
. by anti-racist counter-protesters. :

The fightback against the far right :
is not out of sight. Working-class and :

the class exploitation of capital-
ism. Socialist change can funda-

. mentally change society to be free

of all exploitation, oppression, and
discrimination.
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ticians do not value human life, despite

what they say about wanting an end to the conflict.
Many people here in the UK have felt anger at the
situation in Gaza and taken to the streets to protest.

solidarity with the Palestinians.

Towards the end of last term, student encamp-

ments were staged up and down the country, ex-

fact that it is the working class that has the real power
in society. We also explain the important role of the

— Y

BUILD

e

7 million workers, and the need bring an end to the
¢ capitalist system which breeds conflict and war.

e have witnessed eleven months of bru- :
tal slaughter of Palestinians in Gaza, and :
increasingly in the West Bank too. It has :
exposed to the world how capitalist poli- :

Last term, Socialist Students worked towards link-
ing up protests at different universities. In Leicester,
where I was a student, we organised a march from
De Montfort University to the University of Leices-
ter, expressing our discontent about the way our

: universities are being run.

We call for an end to the marketisation of higher

. education and an end of the tuition-fee funding
: model. Universities are becoming ever more reliant
Many students have also taken things into their own :
hands, protesting against their university bosses, :
calling for divestment from arms companies and :
companies that invest in Israel. School and college :
students have organised walkouts and protests in :

on money from big business, including from arms
companies such as BAE Systems and Lockheed
Martin, due to cuts in funding from government.
University education should be free for all, and fully
funded by making the super-rich pay.

The huge determined protests against the slaugh-
ter in Gaza have defied attempts by politicians and

: police to intimidate them. That defiance led to the
posing universities’ links to arms companies and :
banks. Socialist Students members were involved :
with many of these. We take part in the movement :
raising the need for a mass struggle of workers and :
young people here and abroad - putting pressure :
on governments and politicians, and pointing to the :

hated Suella Braverman being sacked as home
secretary.

Pro-Palestinian campaigners standing in the
general election had a huge effect in a whole
number of constituencies. Jeremy Corbyn was
reelected, in addition to another four anti-war

¢ independent MPs. Student protests this term can
¢ have a big effect too.
trade unions in Britain, together organising nearly :

Ifyou want to be part of the fightback, get involved!
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What yoli can do |

¢ Organise a protest or walkout at your uni,

chool or college _ _ _
° iobby your local politician or university

nagement
° r(‘;:t yogur students' union to arrange
transport to the next Gaza demo g
o Join Socialist Students, help bring an en
to capitalism, war and oppression

Uni arms funding: Open the books!

How much money does i i

your universit
the slaughter of tens of thousands of g
and conflicts around the world?

We say to the uni bosses: open the books! Let u

get from arms companies iti
fro profiting from
alestinians, or other people killed iﬁ wars

S see the details of all your

rubby deal is gi
g y s, who is gi €re our tuition fees money is

going.
Give students and universi

ving you dirty money and wh

ty workers a democra

are run. Fight for a fully funded education system!tIC Sayover how our universities
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