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This Labour government 
has shown its true colours – 
slashing support for disabled 

people while pledging billions 
more to bomb the poor overseas, 
further enriching billionaire 
warmongers.

Chancellor Rachel Reeves announced £5 billion in 
welfare cuts, the bulk of which will fall on disabled 
people via Universal Credit health element cuts and 

stricter criteria for Personal Independence Payment 
(PIP) packages.

Disabled people and their families already make up 
over 50% of the poorest in society and these brutal cuts 
will sink more than 400,000 more people, including 
50,000 children, further into poverty. And this at a time, 
‘Awful April’, when everybody’s bills are going up.

We are told that there isn’t the money to con-
tinue the current levels of government spending. 
We’ve already had 15 years of austerity supposed to 
‘balance the books’ and now they want yet more? 
Austerity 1.0 resulted in deeper poverty for millions 
while a small minority got even richer. Austerity 2.0 
is set to make it worse.

But austerity is not a necessity, it is a political choice 
to accept the diktat of the capitalist markets and bil-
lionaire profiteers.

Similarly, the decision to plough £2.2 billion 
into military spending is a political choice, in 
part to pander to Donald Trump’s demands 
and bloating the already enormous arms man-
ufacturers’ profits. But more military spending 
won’t keep us safe.

Keir Starmer’s Labour government has 
shown its true colours, and it’s blood 
red. 

The best way to keep us safe 
from war and austerity is to get 
rid of all of the capitalist war-
mongers. We need a new mass 
party of the working class, one 
that fights for a socialist pro-
gramme to prioritise the 
welfare of all over warfare.
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Stick it to Starmer’s Labour 
at the ballot box on 1 May

Spring statement Starmer and Reeves 
serve bosses’ austerity orthodoxy

T
his is a government focused 
on serving its capitalist mas-
ters. That was one clear mes-
sage from Labour’s Spring 
Statement. The second is that 

the working class must organise to 
defy the expectation that it will ac-
cept that, including cruel cuts to the 
support needed by disabled people.  

Chancellor Rachel Reeves an-
nounced welfare cuts of £4.8 bil-
lion. Including, for example, that the 
money paid to new claimants of the 
incapacity benefit element of Univer-
sal Credit will not only be halved but 
frozen on current levels until 2030. 
This news, alongside ‘Awful April’s’ 
bill increases, spells misery for many.  

The government also intends to 
tighten eligibility for Personal Inde-
pendence Payment (PIP) including 
plans to raise the age at which young 
people transition from disability liv-
ing allowance to PIP from 16 to 18. 
How people denied the means to be 
‘independent’ are supposed to get 
work she didn’t explain.

The result is at least another 250,000 
more people thrown into poverty. 
Instead of measures to reduce from 
4.5 million the number of children 
living in poverty, these measures are 
expected to mean 50,000 more child-
hoods will be haunted by hunger, 
homelessness and cold in the sixth 
richest country on the planet. 

Government departments will face 
a huge axe - with details in the com-
ing months. But the cuts to the civil 
service of a whopping 15% are an in-
dication of what they can expect. 

£182 billion total wealth
For context, in 2024, the combined 
wealth of UK billionaires increased 
by £35 million per day, reaching a 
total of £182 billion, according to Ox-
fam. The FTSE 100 biggest corpora-
tions pay out about £80 billion a year 
in dividends to shareholders. 

But instead of identifying this 
source of revenue for funding public 
services and welfare, Rachel Reeves 
sought to show Labour’s unwaver-
ing commitment to capitalist eco-
nomic orthodoxy – in other words 
attempting to defend private profit 
by squeezing the working class.

The two fiscal rules that she set out 
at the October Budget were a ‘Stabili-
ty Rule’ and an ‘Investment Rule’. But 
even those who promote adherence 
to such capitalist rules have warned 
that Reeves’s plans can’t protect Brit-
ish capitalism. Its weakened state 
makes it especially vulnerable.

In the days before the Statement, 
the economic growth forecasts 
were halved to 1%. One week after 
Reeves’s statement, Trump will pro-
nounce further on his tariffs on what 

WHAT WE THINK

he’s called ‘liberation day’. So far, and 
despite Starmer’s begging, no ex-
emptions have been announced for 
British car exports which now carry 
a 25% tariff. Forecasters warn that a 
20-percentage point increase on tar-
iffs on UK goods and services would 
cut the size of the British economy by 
1% and force Reeves into tax rises this 
autumn.

The increasing cost of government 
borrowing is another factor. In early 
January 2025, interest rates for long-
term borrowing rose to their high-
est levels this century. The Office 
for Budget Responsibility says that 
“In 2024-25 we expect debt interest 
spending to total £104.9 billion. That 
would represent 8.2% of total public 
spending and is equivalent to over 
3.7% of national income.” This is ul-
timately an expression of the lack 
of confidence in British capitalism. 
Fears of a Liz Truss moment haunt 
Downing Street – partly whipped up 
to threaten Reeves not to raise taxes 
on the super-rich. 

Britain is second from bottom in 
the 38 countries of the OECD in terms 
of private investment levels. And the 
OECD average level of public sector 
investment is almost 50% more than 
the UK average. 

The anger with the Starmer gov-
ernment is growing and expressed 
by those who have tried to defend 
it, such as the Guardian paper and 
right-wing trade union leaders. 

Labour MP Richard Burgon said: 

“If the government doesn’t rethink 
this policy in relation to disabil-
ity benefits, I think it would be the 
mother of all rebellions.” He has 
since launched a petition demand-
ing a wealth tax instead of benefit 
cuts.

The Socialist Party fights for the 
super-rich to be taxed to the hilt. But 
defending the interests of the work-
ing class includes the need to fight 
for nationalisation of the major com-
panies and banks that dominate the 
economy as a key part of how to end 
of rule of the billionaires and bank-
sters and their austerity.

Urgently needed are steps towards 
building an independent political 
voice for the working class – which 
could involve the Labour MPs sus-
pended for opposing austerity and 
the independent MPs and Jeremy 
Corbyn elected in opposition to 
Starmer’s support for the Israeli 
state’s genocidal slaughter of Pal-
estinians. The key to this lies in the 
trade unions. 

In the general election, 200 MPs 
received donations worth £2 million 
from the trade unions. How will those 
MPs vote in the next months as these 
attacks come before Parliament? 
The unions should not leave this to a 
matter of individual conscience but 
put the collective responsibility of 
the over six million-strong trade un-
ion movement on them. Those MPs 
should be called in to meet with the 
unions’ lay leadership bodies and be 

PHOTO: UK GOVERNMENT/CC given instruction on how to fight for 
the interests of the working class in 
parliament.

The mighty trade union movement 
should lead in building the social-
ist opposition to Starmer. Important 
trade union elections will take place 
over the next months. While noth-
ing is guaranteed, the campaign for 
new left leaderships or with the left 
strengthened in large public sector 
trade unions, such as Unison, PCS 
and NEU, is on. All leaderships will 
be tested in the coming battles.

Hundreds of disabled workers 
and young people protested out-
side parliament when Reeves was 
speaking. Trade union leaders have 
condemned the attacks. Unite gen-
eral secretary Sharon Graham said: 
“If the government pushes down a 
path of austerity mark two, where yet 
again workers and communities pay 
the price, Unite will not stand by and 
watch it happen.” But those hundreds 
could be multiplied by thousands if a 
the trade unions lead. 

Unions must take lead
The trade union movement must not 
only condemn Labour attacks on the 
most vulnerable but build on this to 
take the lead on fighting all auster-
ity measures and unite the working 
class in struggle. The Socialist Party 
is calling for the unions to use their 
huge authority, higher since the 
2022-23 strike wave, to call a mas-
sive Saturday demo against austerity. 
That demo must not be a one-off ex-
pression of rage but preparation for 
fighting the attacks ahead. 

Reeves and Starmer have also 
demonstrated their capitalist ortho-
doxy with a commitment to raising 
defence spending by £2.2 billion. 
This is also an attempt to woo Trump. 
Unfortunately, Sharon Graham also 
said: “The government is right to in-
vest in our defence in an uncertain 
global world. Increased defence 
investment must not come at the 
expense of our public services and 
investment in British industry and 
our industrial infrastructure.” 

But this is a mistaken approach. As 
with fossil fuel industries, the work-
ing class must demand a transition 
to socially necessary production, and 
opposition to capitalist war across 
the world. Transition would involve 
the nationalisation of these compa-
nies, while guaranteeing workers’ 
jobs and income. 

The attacks on benefits and the 
defence nationalism are attempts to 
whip up division among our class, 
echoing the Tories’ focus on so-called 
benefit scroungers. YouGov polling 
last November found that around 
half of Britons think that people with 
a disability (48%) receive too little 
support, against just 6-7% believing 
such groups receive too much sup-
port from the benefit system. With-
out a united working-class socialist 
response, these attacks represent a 
threat. Starmer and Reeves give le-
gitimacy to Reform and its hate. The 
organised workers’ movement must 
take the initiative.

Over 100 candidates agreed for TUSC stand
The TUSC steering committee has approved over 100 
applications from candidates for the 1 May local elections. 
Hundreds of thousands will get the opportunity to vote 
for a working-class socialist alternative to Starmer’s cuts, 
signposting towards the mass working-class political party 
needed. 

●● Find out more tusc.org.uk

I’m standing for TUSC 
to give the working 
class a voice
I’ve never stood in any election be-
fore. A few years ago I would have 
thought the idea was crazy. But con-
sidering the state of the world we’re 
living in, it’s about time we stood 
up to the bosses and politicians 
that make life hell for working-class 
people.

Already in our campaigning we’ve 
seen firsthand the anger from the 
general public towards their lot. Peo-
ple are fed up with mealy-mouthed 
politicians; it’s time for real change.

TUSC is a working-class alliance 
that is fighting against privatisation, 
tax rises, and job losses in local gov-
ernment and beyond. Its candidates 
stand in solidarity with all oppressed 
groups, and campaign to put the 
money generated by workers towards 
what we really want – protection and 
benefits for vulnerable people, rather 
than imperialist wars abroad.

County councils have power over 
many important aspects of our lives, 
and this should be put to good use. 
Take education for example: de-
spite the UK having the sixth largest 
economy in the world, our teachers 
are having to pay for school supplies 
out of their own paycheques, and uni 
students are skipping meals in order 
to make rent. We need councillors 
who will fund and expand education 
services, not cut them.

Instead of catering to private hous-
ing contractors, we need to build 
eco-friendly, affordable council 
houses for all. We need to re-nation-
alise all forms of local transport, but 
not just to put these services in the 
hands of a capitalist government – 
nationalisation has to be paired with 
genuine democratic control, so these 
services can be planned to cater for 
our needs.

Under Starmer’s Labour govern-
ment our taxes are rising… and yet 
social services and benefits are being 
cut. So ask yourself: what is your tax 
money really going towards? Is it be-
ing put towards those who need the 
money most, or just lining the pock-
ets of the richest 1%?

People are so used to their cries be-
ing ignored that many have given up 
entirely. But by standing we are show-
ing that all hope is not lost and there 
is an alternative at the ballot box. By 
standing we hope to point the way 
forward towards a new workers’ party 
that can fight for socialist change and 
give the working class a voice.
Billy Jones
TUSC candidate for St Mark’s & St Peter’s, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Harnessing anger at Labour in Doncaster
“Reform predicted to take control of 
Doncaster Council in Labour wipe-
out”, ran the headline in the Don-
caster Free Press after a poll forecast 
Reform to get 32 councillors to La-
bour’s 13 in May. 

Labour wipeout yes, due to the an-
ger and hatred towards this Labour 
government, especially after its cuts 
to the winter fuel allowance, and 
now disability benefits. But whilst 
campaigning out in Doncaster town 
centre, Socialist Party members have 
not detected strong support for Re-
form either. It’s been said that their 
support is ‘a mile wide but only an 
inch deep’.

However, revulsion at Reform’s 
anti-migrant, racist rhetoric is defi-
nitely politicising people, especially 
young people, who want to get active 
to counter them. Seven college stu-
dents signed up to find out more info 
in two visits to the college last week, 
and five young people signed up on 
the last Saturday campaign stalls.

Stacy, who we met out campaign-
ing four weeks ago, is now one of 
TUSC’s 11 council election candi-
dates, supporting Socialist Party 
member, trade unionist and ‘ben-
efits advice buddy’ Andy Hiles, who 
is standing as TUSC candidate for 
mayor.

Many local activists, realising that 
it’s not enough to just say “don’t vote 
for Reform because they are rac-
ist” have rallied to TUSC’s socialist 
stand. Needing 30 nominations for 
mayor, Andy got 40, including four 
former Care UK strikers. Significant-
ly, two ex-Labour councillors, one 
of whom, Tosh McDonald, is for-
mer president of train drivers’ un-
ion Aslef, resigned in disgust from 
Starmer’s Labour in 2021 to finish 
their terms as independents, and 
are standing as “Independent Trade 
Unionist and Socialist candidates” 
in Town ward.
Alistair Tice

Wrexham councillor resigns 
from Labour and joins TUSC
Anthony Wedlake, a Wrexham county bor-
ough councillor for Coedpoeth and formerly 
a Labour councillor, said: “I cannot in all 
conscience remain a member of a party that 
attacks the working class.

“I believe that we need a new party of the 
working class that will stand up for the rights 
of working people and fight the austerity 
policies of all the other parties: Labour, Tory, 
Plaid and of course Reform – all of whom 
would cut spending on services for working 
people while the richest 1% amass colossal 
wealth. That is why I will be sitting as a Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition councillor”.

Doncaster PHOTO: IAIN DALTON

Billy Jones (centre) PHOTO: GLOUCESTER SOCIALIST PARTY
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Dan Warrington
Aldershot Socialist Party and NEU executive 
candidate (personal capacity)

Schools across England and Wales 
are bracing themselves for the worst 
round of education cuts since the co-
alition government, following Rachel 
Reeves’s 26 March Spring Statement. 
Although Reeves was keen to blame 
14 years of Tory rule for the state of 
“crumbling” classroom roofs, her 
statement failed to deliver any ex-
tra funding that would reverse more 
than a decade of Tory cuts.

With school costs expected to rise 
by 3.6% next academic year, the ex-
pectation that schools will be able 
to absorb increasing costs through 
‘efficiency savings’ just doesn’t re-
flect the reality of an education sys-
tem already cut to the bone. As a 
result, school leaders will be forced 
to choose between running deficit 
budgets or making cuts to staffing.

The intensification of Tory aus-
terity policies is a far cry from what 
many Labour voters expected from 
Starmer's government and it is 
hard to see how Labour’s manifesto 
commitment to recruit 6,500 ad-
ditional teachers will be possible 
when schools are forced into hiring 
freezes. The crisis in recruitment and 
retention will only be exacerbated 
by further increases to workload, 
as schools try to balance budgets. 
Meanwhile, a further 50,000 children 
face being pushed into poverty due 
to welfare cuts.

Unions must take the lead
Local authorities and academy 
CEOs will bemoan the lack of edu-
cation funding, but that is where 
their resistance will end. It will be 
up to education workers, through 

the education unions, to mount an 
effective challenge to the govern-
ment. The National Education Union 
(NEU) is currently running an indic-
ative ballot of teacher members on 
the issue of funding and pay. As the 
largest education union, workers will 
be looking to the NEU’s national con-
ference on 14-17 April for leadership. 
NEU should not only move towards 
a formal ballot of teachers, but build 
a campaign that includes school 
support staff, nursery workers, sixth 
form lecturers and school leaders.  
Education workers in other unions 
such as NASUWT, Unison and GMB 
should demand the same. The 2022-
23 strike wave showed the power of 
mobilised workers to affect govern-
ment policy. A united front of pub-
lic sector workers will have the best 

chance of forcing Starmer to fund 
public services rather than pander to 
the super-rich.

The NEU needs to elect a fighting 
leadership that gives a consistent and 
bold national lead. NEU National Ex-
ecutive elections open on 3 April.

Socialist Party members Sheila Caf-
frey and Louise Cuffaro have been 
re-elected unopposed to the Na-
tional Executive of the National Ed-
ucation Union. Two other Socialist 
Party members are up for election, 
Sean McCauley in District 8 and Dan 
Warrington in District 11.

●● To read their fighting programme, 
see ‘NEU needs fighting leadership 
to defeat worst cuts in a generation’ 
on socialistparty.org.uk

Labour says no extra funding for 
‘crumbling schools’

Nationalise British Steel
Privately owned British Steel has an-
nounced plans to close its two blast 
furnaces and steelmaking operations 
in Scunthorpe, putting up to 2,700 
jobs at risk. 

It would effectively bring an end to 
steelmaking in Scunthorpe after 160 
years of production, devastating an-
other steel town hot on the heels of 
Tata closing its two blast furnaces at 
Port Talbot in south Wales with the 
loss of 2,500 jobs. It would leave the 
UK without the ability to make steel 
from scratch.

British Steel is owned by Chinese 

firm Jingye, which has launched a 
‘consultation’. In a joint statement, 
Community, Unite and GMB unions 
said: “All options must remain on the 
table for safeguarding this strategi-
cally crucial business”. But so far the 
Labour government has only pledged 
to throw money at Jingye, and since 
its original announcement has even 
reduced that. With even bosses like 
Simon Boyd of supplier Reidsteel 
calling for public ownership, unions 
must boldly demand nationalisation 
to safeguard jobs and steelmaking in 
Scunthorpe.

Socialist Students statement: 
Fight back against police 
repression of young protesters
Socialist Students condemns the barbaric police raids 
and arrests of Youth Demand activists, including those 
attending an open meeting at Quaker meeting house 
in London on 28 March. We call for all charges to be 
dropped, for their immediate release, and an end to all 
repression faced by political activists.

The Labour government is carrying out vicious attacks 
on young and working-class people, and is well aware of 
the huge anger it is causing. This crackdown on young 
left-wing activists is an attempt to intimidate all the other 
young people wanting to fight back. Socialist Students 
says: An injury to one is an injury to all!

This is why Socialist Students is organising on school, 
college and university campuses to fight back not only 
against the repression but also against all attacks on our 
rights and living stands. 
Young people face a rise 
in tuition fees, high rents, 
an out-of-control climate 
crisis, low pay and dis-
ability benefit attacks. 
We are organising young 
people and students to 
fight for a socialist alter-
native to this rotten capi-
talist system.

Join the student 
fightback: join...

●● Visit socialiststudents.org.uk/join●● or text your name and school, 
college or uni to 07749 379 010

Scunthorpe plant  
Jonathan Thacker/cc

paul mattsson

Motability scheme – answering 
misinformation
John Gillman
Reading Socialist Party

Alongside the government’s drive to 
slash benefits for disabled people, 
there has been a media campaign 
of misinformation about fraud in 
the Motability scheme. This scheme 
allows individuals who receive the 
higher rate of the mobility compo-
nent of Personal Independence Pay-
ment (PIP) to apply for a vehicle.

Similar to past attempts to restrict 
the issuance of blue badges – where 
the media ran numerous stories about 
supposed misuse – there is now a 
push to make it harder for even highly 
qualified disabled people to access the 
Motability scheme. The application 
process is already rigorous, requiring 
a form of approximately 40 pages and 
validation from health experts.

Misinformation about the scheme 
includes claims that people can ob-
tain a car for a mild affliction, that 
luxury cars are available through the 
scheme, and that the cars are free. 
None of this is true. The eligibility cri-
teria are strict, and payments – often 
around half of a recipient’s PIP – are 
deducted from their monthly benefit. 
Additionally, modifications such as 
ramps and aids come at an extra cost, 
and if a person wants a car beyond 
their allocated price range, they must 
pay a deposit from their existing ben-
efits. The privately run scheme also 
prohibits ‘luxury’ cars due to their low 
resale value.

Despite media narratives about 
fraud, actual cases of fraudulent 
PIP claims were minimal last year, 
whereas £1.7 billion in benefits went 
unclaimed.

Leicester Labour 
double-down on 
disability cuts to 
council tax relief
Steve Score
Leicester Socialist Party

“Does the Labour Party hate disabled 
people?” This was a question asked 
by one young person.

As part of a double whammy hit-
ting disabled people, Leicester City 
Council is now cutting the council tax 
support for people on low incomes. It 
is now treating Personal Independ-
ence Payments (PIP), meant to sup-
port those who need it for mobility 
for care and the extra cost of trying to 
live independently, as income!

This has meant a huge hike in 
council tax for many people. Yet 
again, a heartless Labour Party pe-
nalises the most vulnerable. This is 
of course on top of announcing the 
ending of travel support for 16-plus-
year-olds with special needs to get to 
school. 

Leicester’s Labour council says 
that since 2011, as result of govern-
ment cuts and the rise in the cost of 
social care, now privatised of course, 
(which is a legal duty), spending on 
all other services has halved. This has 
resulted in the loss of a huge number 
of services: youth services, adventure 
playgrounds, family centres, com-
munity centres, welfare advice... etc. 
2,000 jobs have been lost so far.

No-cuts needs budgets
The Socialist Party has consistent-
ly argued that the Labour council 
should have fought government cuts. 
It could have used the hundreds of 
millions it had in the bank held as 
reserves to set no-cuts budgets, then 
gone to the workforce, the trade un-
ions and the people of Leicester 
who need these services, to build a 
massive campaign to force the gov-
ernment to come up with the cash 
needed. Of course, using reserves 
can only last so long and would be a 
temporary step to buy time to build 
that campaign.

Instead, blaming the Tories, the 
Labour mayor and council passed 
on those cuts. Who are they going to 
blame now it’s a Labour government?

Another £20 million in cuts are 
now being made after the most re-
cent council budget. Ironically, all 
the things they told us were impos-
sible - using reserves, transferring 
capital budget surplus over to cur-
rent spending, borrowing etc  - are 
now being done by the city council, 
not to build a campaign against cuts, 
but to balance the budget while still 
making cuts. 

They say they want to “buy time” 
(they must have read that much in 
our material!) in the hope the gov-
ernment may decide from the good-
ness of its heart to give them more 
cash later. Good luck with that!

WHAT’S 
YOUR  
VIEW?

●● editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Swansea fightback against 
disability cuts grows
Swansea Socialist Party and Disabled 
People Against the Cuts (DPAC) member

A month ago, DPAC Swansea was one 
seriously impressive and determined 
organiser. Then Labour’s disabil-
ity cuts green paper dropped. DPAC 
Swansea became two, and through 
our efforts, a few days later 15 came 
to a protest planning meeting. A few 
days later again, 100 people, most of 
them disabled people, turned up to 
protest.

We opened the megaphone to the 
disabled people and carers in the 
crowd who have been completely 
ignored by our MPs and to the trade 
unionists who had provided support 
and solidarity. 

The crowd yelled agreement with 
speakers and hung on every word. I 
often don’t really listen to speakers 
at protests, except when a good trade 
unionist speaks. Usually I can’t even 
hear the politician who is droning 
on. But on this protest, if the sound 
dipped too quiet, the crowd de-
manded we turn the sound system 
up! Socialist Party members were 
among the speakers.

The disability benefit cuts green 
paper consultation lasts 12 weeks. 
If we did what we did in two days, 
what will disabled people, carers, 
and the organised working class 
achieve in 84 days!? Loads of new 
people are coming forward to take 
on important organising roles in our 
DPAC group.

Torsten Bell, one of Swansea’s two 
MPs, is a focus for our plans for fur-
ther protests – he is ridiculed for his 
disastrous attempts to defend the 
cuts on TV.

These Labour MPs and council-
lors, and others backing the cuts 
should have the courage to publicly 
debate with us. I am confident that 
any of the people we met on our pro-
test could wipe the floor with them 
politically in a calm, friendly and safe 
debate. DPAC Swansea is going to 
discuss how we organise exactly that.

On the protest and among activists 
there is big support for the idea of a 
new workers’ party. That was one of 
the many issues discussed at the So-
cialist Party public meeting that we 
organised to discuss with those we 
met on the protest.

Labour’s betrayal of 
disabled people
Melanie Dent
Reading Socialist Party 

Cuts and brutal reforms of disabil-
ity benefits are what working-class 
people expect from a Tory govern-
ment. Thousands of people died due 
to benefit sanctions under the Tory-
LibDem coalition and successive 
Tory governments. People were pro-
nounced ‘fit to work’ and promptly 
died. Many people will have voted 
for Keir Starmer’s Labour hoping 
for a change, but as Labour plan to 
proceed with cuts to Personal Inde-
pendence Payments (PIP) it is clear 
they are continuing the Tories’ dirty 
work. 

People are understandably afraid. 
Work and Pensions Secretary, Liz 
Kendal, seems convinced that many 
claiming to have a disability are actu-
ally faking it. In actual fact the fraud 
connected to PIP is very small.

People do not choose disabil-
ity. Living with any disability places 
emotional strain on people – just the 

activity of getting through a day when 
they already have to try ten times as 
hard to get half as far as people with-
out disabilities. This is without the 
often insulting and degrading way in 
which claimants are treated at both 
initial application and at reviews.

PIP is far from easy to get and this 
is set to get even tougher. Some disa-
bled people are able to work with 
reasonable adjustments, but others 
simply can't. Health secretary Wes 
Streeting’s recent comments about 
mental health issues being overdi-
agnosed have provoked understand-
able anger among disabled people 
and campaigners.

People are angry and frightened. 
Labour has lit an explosive touch pa-
per. From here it remains to be seen 
how things will escalate but the an-
ger in society is there.

We need to fight to defend disa-
bled people, with the organised 
working class taking the lead. If we 
do not, quite simply, people will die 
in poverty. 

The Socialist Party 
fights for:

●● No benefit cuts. 
Replace Universal Credit 
and the punitive benefit 
system with living 
benefits for all who need 
them

●● A massive expansion 
of public services, 
including free, flexible 
childcare and social care. 
Reverse all cuts, kick 
out the privateers and 
bring services back into 
public ownership under 
democratic workers’ and 
community control

●● A new mass workers’ 
party to provide an 
alternative to Labour 
austerity. Take the wealth 
off the super-rich and 
make the bosses pay. 
Fight for socialist change

Socialist Party members are 
encouraging trade union branches 
to pass a motion that includes the 
demand for the trade unions and 
TUC disabled workers’ committee 
to organise a demonstration and 
lobby of Parliament in support of 
these demands, and for the TUC to 
organise a weekend demonstration 
against Labour austerity as a 
launchpad for sustained trade union 
action in defence of workers and 
young people.

●● See ‘Fight back against Labour’s 
attack on disabled people’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk for the motion 

Swansea protest 
swansea dpac

Birmingham Socialist Party 
campaign stall at protest

Protest against Reeves’s 
Spring Statement  Rob Williams
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Eve Miller
Delegate to Unison health conference, 
personal capacity

U
nder the Tories, 14 years 
of austerity shattered and 
bled our NHS dry through 
underfunding and privati-
sation. But now we have a 

Labour government, has anything 
changed? 

The small increase in funding an-
nounced in last year’s Budget is a 
drop in the ocean compared to what 
is needed to fully fund and staff our 
crumbling sector. Health Secretary 
Wes Streeting is opening the doors 
to further privatisation. Even more 
public money will be spent paying 
into private companies so they can 
profit from our healthcare needs. 

Our pay has been cut by 40% in 
real terms over the last 15 years. 
Now we’re being offered a measly 
below-inflation 2.8% ‘rise’ – in real-
ity yet another pay cut. At the lowest 
bands, our vital porters, health care 
assistants, admin staff and more are 
only a few pence above the pittance 
minimum wage, leaving them to 
struggle in the cost-of-living crisis 
and feeling undervalued for the im-
portant work they do. 

And now Labour has announced 
that up to 30,000 jobs could be cut 
through the abolition of NHS Eng-
land and from the Integrated Care 
Boards. With many Trusts freezing 
recruitment in order to balance their 

Unison Health conference must get 
ready to fight Starmer’s government 

books, thousands of healthcare staff 
will be fearful for their future.

Labour chancellor Rachel Reeves 
admitted that last year’s 5% pay of-
fer was only given due to the poten-
tial “cost of further industrial action”. 
This shows that Labour is afraid of 
trade union power and that striking 
gets results.

Coordinate
Unison should be coordinating with 
other unions for a strike ballot to fight 
for a fully funded inflation-busting 
pay rise and for pay restoration for all 
health and care staff, including those 
in privatised sectors. 

We must fight to implement Uni-
son’s policy of a £15-an-hour mini-
mum wage to boost staff retention 
and attract staff into the hundreds of 
thousands of vacant positions. 

Student fees should be abolished 
and nursing bursaries restored to en-
courage nurses into the NHS. 

We need a fight to oppose all job 
losses. If reorganisation is neces-
sary to improve how things are run, 
workers should be transferred with 
union agreement to other useful 
roles with no attacks on terms and 
conditions.

And we must urgently fight any 
escalation in privatisation; for the re-
versal of those privatisations already 
carried out; for the scrapping of PFI 
schemes and the cancellation of the 
debts. 

We have to fight for a fully publicly 

funded NHS and care system free at 
the point of use, under democrat-
ic control. Nationalise the private 
health care sector, medical supply 
industry and the pharmaceutical 
companies.

We need a proper debate about 
political representation
Labour politicians locally are choos-
ing to attack members’ jobs rather 
than fight for the money we need 
for our services. Labour politicians 
in Westminster are choosing to at-
tack the living standards of working-
class people as they slash benefits 
and disability payments rather than 
take the money from the rich. 

We don’t need politicians who take 
our money, attack our members and 
won’t fight for the wealth in society 
to be under democratic control to 
build our public services. We need a 
party that fights for our interests, not 
those of the super-rich and the bond 
markets! 

We need a proper debate among 
members about what our union 
should do to achieve genuine politi-
cal representation – not a debate con-
fined to the minority of members who 
pay into the Labour Link fund. 

Unison should only support candi-
dates in elections that support us, and 
build up a group in parliament of MPs 
who will actually fight for our union’s 
policies. We should begin to discuss 
with other unions how we can build 
the new workers’ party we need.

Adam Harmsworth
Delegate to TUC Young Workers’ Conference, 
personal capacity

Around 150 delegates and visi-
tors – among them young Social-
ist Party members – attended the 
2025 TUC (Trades Union Congress) 
Young Workers’ Conference on 22-23 
March, to discuss major issues facing 
young workers today. 

The conference came at a dramatic 
time to be a young trade unionist. 
The Tories have been thrown out 
for the first time in our entire adult 
lives, which should be a cause for 
celebration. 

And yet, there are growing attacks 
on the working class from the Labour 
government and councils. Some 
speeches for the motions had to be 
rewritten when Reeves announced 
£2 billion being cut from the civil ser-
vice on the Sunday.

Motions highlighted the horrific 
war in Gaza, the grim state of pov-
erty pay especially for youth, a rising 
plague of harassment and bullying at 
work including sexual assault, men-
tal health crises, and the far right. 

The motions brought to the confer-
ence usually reflect the views of the 
trade union leaderships. They rarely 
call for radical change, even when 
many of the delegates want to see 
far more done for the working class. 

TUC Young Worker delegates angrier than their leaders
This led to many modest motions 
celebrating the work of the Labour 
government so far and calling for the 
TUC Young Workers’ Committee to 
campaign for more progress. But that 
contrasted with speakers for the mo-
tions attacking Labour for its horren-
dous failings and carrying out more 
austerity.

Young Socialist Party members 
were among the minority of speak-
ers on the motions who used the 
platform to put forward the need to 
fight back against the Labour govern-
ment, instead of hoping that Starmer 
will ‘do the right thing’. We discussed 
with other attendees about the need 
to build a socialist alternative to La-
bour’s agenda of cuts, war, and attacks 
on the working class, using the leaflet 
we were handing out as a route into 
discussion. We also sold our newspa-
per The Socialist at every opportunity 
outside Congress House.

Some speakers railed against the 
capitalist system itself, which is a 
welcome sign of the growing anger of 
youth and desire for real change, but 
that anger must be turned into action 
within the trade unions themselves. 

Those delegates who want a real 
fightback need to help build com-
bative and democratic trade unions 
to ensure the working class is able 
to fight these attacks and for social-
ist change. They should join or help 

build broad left formations, and fight 
for their unions to begin building 
a new mass working-class party to 
draw the class together against the 
pro-capitalist parties.

The conference reflected the an-
ger young trade unionists feel at the 
crisis-ridden system we are in today 
and a desire for a better future. The 
task for the youth in the unions now 
is to campaign within our unions to 
prepare to fight against attacks both 
from Labour and from employers 
emboldened by the government, 
argue for a political voice for the 
working class, and challenge the 
union leaderships with a socialist 
programme.

Birmingham Socialist Party members 

T
he Birmingham bin strike is 
suddenly national headline 
news since Unite the Union 
members escalated their ac-
tion to all-out strike. 

In the face of growing pressure 
from residents, and press images 
of piles of rubbish and rats, the La-
bour council has declared a ‘state of 
emergency’. 

Well, there is an emergency – but 
it’s not the fault of the bin workers! 
Birmingham City Council is making 
hundreds of millions of pounds of 
cuts and hiking council tax. 

Why should workers pay for the 
failure of the Labour council to fight 
over a decade of Tory cuts? The coun-
cil should stop the cuts and demand 
the necessary emergency funding 
from Starmer’s Labour government!

The council’s proposals could 
mean an increased police presence 
to try to stop effective pickets, along 
with using more agency staff and bin 
lorries from neighbouring councils 
to clear up fly-tipping.

If this is attempted, there should 
be an appeal to any such refuse 
workers and their respective unions 
to refuse to work and undermine 
their brothers and sisters on strike 
in Birmingham. This, coupled with a 

call to bin workers elsewhere in the 
region, many of whom have recent-
ly been in dispute, could stop the 
council’s strikebreaking plans.

Likewise, there needs to be a 
bold appeal to trade union branch-
es in the region to come and join 
the pickets to provide strength in 
numbers.
In another low, the council has tried 
to hold a gun to striking bin workers’ 
heads by threatening the remaining 
Grade 3s with redundancy.

Even if it’s an empty threat, the fact 
that a Labour council could contem-
plate fire-and-rehire, or fire-and-re-
place, of these long-serving workers 
makes a mockery of all the claims 
ahead of the general election that 
they would bring in improvements to 
workers’ rights.

Labour at both local and national 
level is presiding over a catastrophe 
in local services. It’s time for all un-
ions, starting with Unite, to have a 
serious discussion about how to use 
their political funds.

●Appeal to workers and unions in region for support
●No cuts – demand emergency funding from Starmer’s government

Birmingham bin strike ‘emergency’

Sheila Caffrey 
NEU executive member, personal capacity

A
t its March meeting, the 
National Executive of the 
National Education Union 
(NEU) voted to accept an 
agreement about support 

staff, signed with other unions that 
also have support staff members. 

It reconfirms the agreement made 
with the TUC (Trades Union Con-
gress) in 2017 when the NEU was 
formed, that the NEU “should take no 
action that could be regarded as or-
ganising activity on behalf of support 
staff without the explicit agreement 
of the NJC unions.”

As a result of that historic agree-
ment, the NEU does not have rec-
ognition with the employers for the 
purposes of national pay bargaining. 
The unions that do – Unison, GMB 
and Unite – are known as the NJC 
unions. 

But the vote on the exec was close. 
Myself and fellow Socialist Party 
member Louise Cuffaro were part of a 
substantial minority on the exec that 
voted against. 20 voted for, 14 against 
and 12 abstained (many on the basis 
that they thought the issue should go 
to conference to be decided). 

There is fury among many support 
staff members and an urgent motion 
is now going to NEU conference in 
April, backed by a growing number of 
NEU branches. A lot of exec members 

NEU must fight for its support staff members 

had had emails from support staff in 
the run-up to the meeting. 

The NEU has 60,000 support staff 
members. Many of these were al-
ready members of the Association 
of Teachers and Lecturers when it 
merged with the National Union of 
Teachers to form the NEU. Many 
more have joined the NEU subse-
quently, especially during Covid and 
then the strike wave, because they 
saw the NEU as a fighting union.  

In 2023, NEU conference passed 
a resolution to campaign for 

recognition for support staff. The 
NEU leadership could have gone 
into these talks with the other unions 
with that starting point, that all sup-
port staff need proper representa-
tion, and that the unions should all 
fight together. Yet they have signed 
an agreement that explicitly says 
“NEU will not pursue recognition”.

The new agreement talks a lot 
about the NJC unions consulting the 
NEU, and about unions campaigning 
together. But the NJC unions “will 
retain the responsibility to formulate 

the bargaining claim”. So what if NEU 
members disagree? 

The ban on the NEU organising 
on behalf of support staff remains 
in place unless there is prior agree-
ment with the other unions. It even 
states that NEU’s website and brief-
ings have to be agreed with the other 
unions. 

Of particular concern is a line 
in principle 7 that relates to local 
‘whole school issues’. While encour-
aging collaboration, it appears to 
say that the principles in the whole 

document apply. Currently, the NEU 
organises and leads significant local 
battles of both teachers and support 
staff. What does this new agreement 
mean? Will the NEU nationally not 
sanction local action unless the other 
unions agree? 

In the end, no agreement made 
at the tops of unions can dictate to 
workers how they fight back. But this 
agreement is an extra unnecessary 
hurdle, which support staff mem-
bers of NEU are determined to fight 
against. 

JOIN THE 
SOCIALISTS

●● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
●● or call 020 8988 8777
●● or text your name and  

postcode to 07958 032 071
to find out more today!

Socialist Party members 
campaign for fighting, democratic 
trade unions, wherever possible 
working alongside others, to 
campaign for the industrial and 
political strategies workers need 

●● How can council cuts be ended? 
Conference to debate a people’s budget for 
Birmingham
12 noon Saturday 26 April
Comfort Inn, Station Street, Birmingham B5 
4DY
Organised by West Midlands Shop Stewards 
Network

Onay Kasab, Unite negotiator, told Channel 
4 news: 
“We expect the government to actually acknowl-
edge what’s going on here. We’ve got waste refuse 
workers looking at pay cuts of up to £8,000 a year. 

“The way to get the streets cleaned up is to re-
solve the dispute. That means acknowledging that 
you can’t just cut the pay of essential public service 
workers by £8,000 a year.” 

In response to the suggestion that there’s no 
money - the council is virtually ‘bankrupt’ and 
raising council tax by 21% - Onay said:

“We’ve got councillors who awarded themselves 
an increase in their allowances of 5.7%. We’ve got 
a council that spends over £6 million a year on 
agency staff in excess of the normal payroll. We’ve 
got commissioners – one commissioner man-
aged to claim £18,000 for one month! And yet our 
members are expected to take a pay hit. We don’t 
want this to continue one day longer but we’ve got 
members telling us they can’t afford to pay their 
rent and mortgages. 

“Our members are also residents of the city. They 
do not want to be out on strike. This could be over 
tomorrow if the council negotiates constructively 
and listens to our positive proposals.”

photo: birmingham socialist party

Support staff supported 6th form teachers 
on the picket line this winter  bristol socialist party

Ambulance workers in Unison were part 
of the 2022-23 strike wave  martin reynolds

Young workers need a 
serious fight  london socialist party

The dispute in Birmingham represents a serious attack on Unite and its militant industrial strategy by a Labour 
council on Starmer’s watch.  As we said in last week’s edition of the Socialist, in our statement ‘Unite Executive 
Council: Defend militant industrial strategy and step up fight against Starmer’s austerity’, the decision of the 
misnamed United Left group to boycott the recent Unite Executive Council is not only unprecedented but given 
Starmer’s austerity offensive and the critical character of the Birmingham bin strike, it will rightly anger Unite 
members.

Eve is speaking at the Socialist Party 
Unison Health Conference fringe meeting
Fight Labour’s austerity!
Tuesday 8 April, 5.30pm/close of conference
Leonardo Hotel, 31 Keel Warf, L3 4FN 
(5 min walk from conference)
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Cuts and crisis – lessons from 
the second Labour government
Keir Starmer’s Labour government continues to demonstrate its determination to act in the interests of Britain’s 
capitalist bosses, attempting to appease the international ‘markets’ with yet more austerity attacks, including 
brutal cuts to disabled people’s benefits.

Economic crisis, a Labour government unwilling to challenge the capitalist class, benefit cuts, struggles of 
unemployed workers, ‘bread riots’ and a naval mutiny – all were features of the events surrounding the second 
Labour government which took office in 1929.

No two historical periods are exactly the same. Not least, for example, the fact that today the Labour Party 
has been transformed into an out-and-out capitalist party, in which the working class can no longer exercise its 
pressure through the party’s democratic structures. But the events nearly a century ago are rich with lessons for 
the workers’ movement today.

We publish extracts from an article written by Hannah Sell, now Socialist Party general secretary, first published 
in our sister publication Socialism Today in 2011.

I
n May 1929, the second Labour 
government in history came to 
power as a minority government, 
backed by the Liberals, with ‘mod-
erate’ Labour politician Ramsay 

MacDonald as prime minister.
At that stage, the Labour Party was 

a capitalist workers’ party. While the 
leadership acted in the interests of 
the capitalists, the mass, working-
class base of the party was able (un-
like today) to influence it through the 
party’s democratic structures. This 
was to be graphically demonstrated 
by the events of 1931. Leon Trotsky 
anticipated what would develop in 
Where is Britain Going? “The masses 
will liberate themselves from the yoke 
of national conservatism, working out 
their own discipline of revolution-
ary action. Under this pressure from 
below the top layers of the Labour 
Party will quickly shed their skins. We 
do not in the least mean by this that 
MacDonald will change his spots into 
those of a revolutionary. No, he will be 
cast out”.

The Labour Party had come to 
power in a period in which capitalism 
could not afford to carry out reforms: 
“Without reforms there is no reform-
ism, without prosperous capitalism 
no reforms”, Trotsky explained. “The 
right reformist wing becomes anti-
reformist in the sense that it helps the 
bourgeoisie, directly or indirectly, to 
smash the old conquests of the work-
ing class”. (Once More on Centrism, 
23 March 1934, Writings of Leon Trot-
sky 1933-34)

From the start, the MacDonald gov-
ernment disappointed the millions 
of workers who had voted for it, not 
least on the central issue of the day, 
unemployment. Even Hugh Gordon, 
a right-wing Labour MP, later admit-
ted: “The government ran away from 
its programme [on unemployment] 
from the first day”. (Nick Smart, The 
National Government 1931–40) A bill 
introduced by the Minister of Labour, 
Margaret Bondfield, Britain’s first 
woman cabinet minister, did not deal 
with any of the central issues facing 

the unemployed. Some of the most 
brutal aspects of the benefit system 
were left in place, such as the wait-
ing period before benefits could be 
claimed and the onerous proofs of 
‘genuinely seeking work’. Anger was 
such that, at the Labour Party confer-
ence in October 1929, an attempt to 
stage a protest against the Bondfield 
bill was only narrowly defeated.

In July 1931, as unemployment 
soared, the Labour government com-
missioned the May report into the 
public finances. This called for huge 
public sector cuts, including a 10% cut 
in unemployment benefits. As Henry 
Pelling puts it in his Short History of 
the Labour Party: “In August [1931] 
the government faced the alterna-
tives of abandoning the gold stand-
ard or securing fresh loans in Paris or 
New York; but the New York bankers 
would only help if they were sure that 
the government was taking sufficient 
measures of retrenchment to restore 
confidence on orthodox lines. This 
meant, in fact, cuts in civil service pay 
and in the pay of the forces, and also 
in unemployment benefits”.

A narrow majority of the cabinet 
was in favour of implementing the 
May report, but senior figures who op-
posed it made it clear that they would 
resign if it was implemented. More to 
the point, the power of the organised 
working class, the trade unions, with-
in the party made it impossible for the 
Labour government to go ahead and 
implement the report. Ernest Bevin, 
general secretary of the largest trade 
union, the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union and very far from be-
ing on the left, was among those who 
met the chancellor to report on behalf 
of the TUC that they could not accept 
the cuts.

In Britain, the so-called ‘cradle of 
capitalist democracy’, the capitalist 
class, when it could not use the La-
bour government as a reliable serv-
ant of its interests, did not hesitate to 
find another, more reliable, instru-
ment in the form of a national govern-
ment headed by MacDonald. On 23 
August, MacDonald resigned. Early 
the next morning, he accepted the 
invitation of the king to form a new 
government with the Liberals and the 

Conservatives. MacDonald and those 
Labour MPs who went with him were 
expelled from the Labour Party and 
gave themselves the name National 
Labour. This betrayal was burned into 
the consciousness of broad sections 
of the working class for decades.

At the end of August 1931, a na-
tional government was formed ‘to 
defend the gold standard’. Its slogan 
was ‘equality of sacrifice’. It immedi-
ately introduced an emergency budg-
et which demanded no sacrifice by 
the rich and meant starvation for the 
poor. Unemployment benefits were 
cut by 10% and the dreaded means 
test led to 193,542 men and 77,995 
women immediately having all their 
benefits stopped. The means test 
meant that benefits were denied to 
the unemployed if anyone in the fam-
ily – parents, grandparents, siblings 
– were judged able to keep them or if 
they had any goods, including basic 
furniture, which could be sold to buy 
food. At the same time, public sector 
workers were told their pay would 
also be cut by 10%.

Invergordon mutiny
Mass opposition to these measures 
was given form, not by the trade un-
ion leaders, but in a dramatic naval 
mutiny. Sailors were facing pay cuts 
of between 10% and 25%. On 11 Sep-
tember, when ten warships of the At-
lantic fleet arrived in Invergordon in 
Scotland, the sailors read about their 
pay cut in the newspapers. The next 
night, a group met on shore at a foot-
ball field, voted to organise a strike, 
and left singing The Red Flag. On 15 
September, four warships refused to 
leave on manoeuvres and the mutiny 
had begun. It ended in the evening of 
16 September when the navy conced-
ed that sailors’ pay would be cut by 
no more than 10%, along with some 
other concessions.

The end of the mutiny was not the 
end of the story. The world financial 
markets panicked, and exerted huge 
pressure on the pound. On 21 Sep-
tember, the three-week-old national 
government was forced to abandon 
the gold standard and the value of 
sterling fell by 25%.

Even those capitalist academics 
who try to deny that the Invergordon 
mutiny was responsible for Britain 
coming off the gold standard actually 
accept that it was the sailors’ determi-
nation which was the trigger for what 
followed. Nick Smart, for example, 
says: “The political impact of the In-
vergordon ‘mutiny’ was considerable. 
It is doubtful, however, whether the 
event, in itself, caused… the suspen-
sion of the gold standard on the Mon-
day. What is more likely is that foreign 
holders of sterling… interpreted ‘diso-
bedience in the fleet’ as a symptom of 
government unpopularity”. Exactly! 
Compare the sailors’ spontaneous 
determination not to accept the mis-
ery being heaped on them with the 
pathetic servility of the right-wing 
Labour leaders, summed up by their 
Fabian guru, Sidney Webb, who when 
he heard Britain was off the gold 
standard whined: “No-one ever told 
us we could do that”. In 1931, the Brit-
ish ruling class came up against the 
inner resistivity of the working class 
in the form of the naval mutiny and 
was forced to abandon its long-held 
goal of sticking to the gold standard. 
Workers’ refusal to accept the scale of 
misery being demanded of them was 
bound to find an outlet, if not through 
the naval mutiny, by other means. The 
same will be true of the working class 
in Britain today, who will not be able 
to swallow the scale of cuts being de-
manded by the capitalist class.

The gold standard was a disastrous 
deflationary straitjacket for British 
capitalism. Coming off it, however, did 
not mean an end to the crisis or to de-
flationary policies. The capitalist class 
continued with its assault on workers’ 
living conditions. It was met with fero-
cious resistance. The left Labour MP, 
Nye Bevan, demanded in parliament 
to know if the unemployed would 
receive the same concessions as the 
sailors if they showed the same “re-
bellious tendencies”. Over the coming 
years they did.

Communist Party
In the 1930s, the Communist Party 
(CP), despite its political failings, 
played a crucial role in organising the 
unemployed in the National Unem-
ployed Workers’ Movement (NUWM). 
Two of its leading activists, Fred 
Copeman and Len Wincott, were first 
brought into activity and then mem-
bership of the CP after they helped 
to lead the Invergordon mutiny and 
were thrown out of the navy as a re-
sult. Today, it is the march of the un-
employed from Jarrow to London in 
1936 which is most remembered but, 
prior to this, the NUWM organised a 
whole series of marches of the unem-
ployed. The first, in 1932, was greeted 
when it arrived in London by a brutal 
police assault, snatching the petition 
to parliament from the marchers, and 
subjecting them to a vicious beating.

In Birkenhead, in 1932, the labour 
movement, led by the CP, organised 
a magnificent struggle around clear 
demands: abolition of the means 
test; extension of work schemes, in-
cluding building houses, schools 
and road repairs; a 25% rent reduc-
tion for corporation (council) houses 
and no evictions. They marched with 
clear slogans: ‘fight the means test’; 
‘unemployed workers – struggle or 
starve’. The so-called ‘bread riots’, in 
fact a mass uprising of the Birken-
head working class, forced the coun-
cil to make significant concessions, 
including an increase in unemploy-
ment benefits by two shillings a week 
(‘Struggle or Starve’ at socialistparty.

org.uk). In the aftermath of the Birk-
enhead victory, unemployed workers 
in many other towns and cities fol-
lowed suit, including in Salford, Bir-
mingham, Belfast and Glasgow. The 
1934 reversal of the 10% cut in unem-
ployment benefit, limited as it was, 
would not have taken place without 
these heroic struggles.

The workers’ political response to 
the experience of 1931 was multi-fac-
eted. Superficial historians report that 
Labour suffered a massive defeat in 
the general election of October 1931. 
In terms of MPs this was true, but La-
bour’s vote only fell from 8.3 million 
in 1929 to 6.6 million. This showed the 
loyalty of the majority of the working 
class to the Labour Party, seeing it as 
a party that, unlike the betrayers Mac-
Donald and Philip Snowden, stood 
in their interests. In that election, all 
the capitalist parties stood as a bloc, 
including National Labour, and an 
avalanche of vitriol poured forth from 
the capitalist class against the Labour 
Party. Its former leader, MacDonald, 
gave an election broadcast describ-
ing the Labour Party’s programme as 
“Bolshevism run mad”.

Trotsky had predicted in 1925 
that, in the first instance, MacDon-
ald would be replaced as leader of 
the Labour Party by “people of the 
ilk of [George] Lansbury…[who] will 
inevitably reveal that they are but a 
left variant of the same basic Fabian 
type”. This was exactly what hap-
pened. However, under the impact of 
the crisis of capitalism and the expe-
rience of the 1929-31 Labour govern-
ment, the Independent Labour Party 
moved rapidly to the left. In 1931, it 
disaffiliated from the Labour Party 

taking with it over 16,000 members. 
Although its failure to adopt a clear 
Marxist position meant that its mem-
bership dwindled over subsequent 
years, its rapid development in the 
immediate wake of the MacDonald 
betrayal gave an indication of the po-
tential for a sizeable Marxist party to 
develop in Britain in the 1930s. The 
number of brave militants who were 
attracted to the CP despite its lead-
ership also shows the revolutionary 
conclusions that were being drawn 
by the most advanced sections of the 
working class.

The weakness of the capitalist 
parties was shown by the fact that 
variations on a national government 
remained in power until the end of 
the second world war. The next gov-
ernment by a single party was the 
1945 Labour government which, un-
der the mass pressure of the working 
class – determined not to return to 
the misery of the 1930s – carried out 
a ‘quarter of a revolution’ by nation-
alising 20% of industry and creating 
the NHS. Successive governments, 
Tory and Labour, have systematically 
undermined the gains of 1945-50. 
However, Starmer’s Labour govern-
ment will face mass opposition from 
the working class. All kinds of heroic 
struggles will develop against the 
cuts, just as they did in the 1930s. The 
potential for many tens of thousands 
of workers to be won to Marxism, and 
for a mass party of the working class 
to develop again, will arise from the 
mighty battles that are coming.

●● To read the original article in 
full search ‘Coalition, cutbacks and 
crisis’ at socialismtoday.org

The British 
Atlantic Fleet on 
exercise in the late 
1920s. The fleet 
was stationed in 
Invergordon when 
a mutiny took 
place photo: UNDERWOOD 
& UNDERWOOD - OFFICIAL U.S. 
NAVY PHOTO/public domain

Sailors read about their 
pay cut in the newspapers. 
The next night, a group met 
on shore at a football field, 
voted to organise a strike, 
and left singing The Red Flag

Ramsay 
MacDonald 
(centre) photo: 
public domain

Jarrow marchers 
en route to 
London photo: 
public domain

Today, it is the march of the unemployed from Jarrow to London 
in 1936 which is most remembered but, prior to this, the NUWM 
organised a whole series of marches of the unemployed
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Mariam Kamish
Caerphilly Trades Union Council secretary

Men in council polo shirts appeared, 
as if by magic. “You can’t bring ban-
ners and placards in here”, the re-
ceptionist said. “And you can’t take 
pictures.”

“We paid for this building”, said 
Kenny Matthews, fresh from giving a 
speech outside. Many voices echoed: 
“That’s right”. 

The massive Caerphilly Trades Un-
ion Council banner cast a shadow 
over the desk. All around the foyer, 
people were holding ‘Save Abertridwr 
Library’ posters.

Banned
The council communications officer 
came down to see us. We told him 
our campaign had been banned from 
meeting in the library. Our first objec-
tive was to overturn the ban.

He tried to offer us a single meeting. 
We said we needed the right to meet 

whenever we wanted during opening 
hours. He cast a glance at Ben Patel, 
who was filming – and said he’d see 
what he could do.

Taxis
Outside, Leah, from Relay Taxis, had 
laid on free transport.

She said: “We will put up your post-
ers in our windows, and publish on 
our page. Whenever you guys need 
transport, just give us a call. We’re 
happy to help by whatever means 
necessary. Without the community, 
Relay wouldn’t be where we are. Take 
advantage of us.”

Thank you to Relay, and to the So-
cialist paper for reporting our fight. 
We’re struggling to make the local 
press take notice.

The council has usable reserves 
to keep services running, while they 
band together with other councils to 
demand the funding they need. We 
intend to build this fight – and take it 
all the way to victory.

Aris Prevost
Socialist Students candidate for Cardiff 
student union president

Cardiff University has been rocked by 
cuts. This was the dominant issue for 
most students in the election.

Every single candidate ran in some 
way against the cuts. But many did 
not explain why this is happening, or 
give a socialist explanation with prac-
tical steps to both fight back against 
the cuts and improve students’ lives. 
Our manifesto linked the practical 

policies students are fighting for with 
socialist demands.

As part of the campaign, I appeared 
on Xpress Cardiff radio for a 30-min-
ute interview. This was a great chance 
to spread a socialist platform and get 
our voice heard. It was the first time I 
had done something like that.

While every candidate got grilled 
on our views, I think that I came out 
looking good. Even our current stu-
dent union president compliment-
ed my performance. If that means 
anything!

I did not win. But I am not 
disheartened.

The people we did reach, either 
through coursemates or Instagram, 
resonated with the points we put for-
ward. These ideas have traction, and 
do stick with people.

While we didn’t win the campaign 
for student union president, we have 
a broader movement in Cardiff Uni-
versity fighting back against the cuts. 
We can use this experience to fight for 
students and staff, and for a free edu-
cation for all.

Lily Maffei
Camden and Haringey Socialist Party

We gathered outside Haringey Labour 
council, where our anti-cuts lobby 
united with protests over Palestine.

Gaza protesters were demanding 
that the council divest its pension 
fund from arms companies. Dur-
ing this lobby, I learnt that Haringey 
Council, amongst many others, are 
pumping money into companies that 
have links to the Israeli state. It is dev-
astating to know that my council is 
funding a genocide, whilst letting the 
poorest go without.

Striking against austerity
We were demanding funding for 
housing repairs, as well as support-
ing school workers on strike to main-
tain agreements to cap class sizes and 
workload. Local teachers are on strike, 
classroom sizes are doubling, housing 
associations are underfunded, elderly 
people are unsupported.

I moved to London only very re-
cently, and made it my mission to 
ensure I contribute to the community 
I’ve joined. I only recently joined the 
Socialist Party – a member of merely 

‘William H’
New member of the Socialist Party

A
s a professional footballer 
and also a member of the So-
cialist Party, the experience of 
going from my workplace to a 
totally different environment 

can feel contradictory.
One is filled with expensive cars, 

media attention, and wealthy indi-
viduals. The other is about supporting 
and fighting for the most exploited 
and oppressed, building a future that 
guarantees all of our society has a 
good, healthy, and respectable stand-
ard of living, free from poverty.

From an early age, I loved playing 
football, and became really talented. 
The exploitative and unjust distribu-
tion of wealth always bothered me. 
I could not live without actively en-
gaging in a fight for a revolutionary 
change, once I realised the extent to 
which this system damages everyday 
people.

Exploitative industry
Achieving my childhood dream of 
becoming a pro footballer, is always 
something I will be proud of. But, ear-
ly in my career, I realised that I cannot 
sugarcoat that I am a benefactor of an 
exploitative industry that is ridden 
with capitalism’s traits to its core.

Countless are the examples of clubs 
owned by wealthy oligarchs, simply 
using them to extend their monetary 
domination. It left me in a state of 
guilt and complicity.

The changes needed in our soci-
ety are echoed very strongly with 
the ones needed within the football 
industry - filled with greed, a strong 
belief in meritocracy, and a severe 
lack of empathy for the most suffer-
ing individuals. Often my fight in both 
spheres ends up overlapping.

Since joining the Socialist Party, I 
began reading my Socialist newspa-
per at the club. It surprisingly sparked 
conversations amongst players, cu-
rious what I’m reading, and asking 
‘what is socialism?’.

I joined the Socialist Party because 
the system that we live under, capi-
talism, must be eradicated. A system 

where the labour of the working class 
is consistently exploited at the ben-
efit of an extremely wealthy minority, 
who hoard our society’s wealth, and 
leave millions in dire poverty, star-
vation, and homelessness across the 
world. If a footballer can come to this 
realisation and join the struggle, then 
I’m sure anyone can.

●First time attending 
Socialist Party 
congress was eye 
opening
We belong to a broader national and 
international movement. But that can 
be easily forgotten when we go about 
our day-to-day local campaigning, 
fighting within our own small spheres 
of influence, week after week, month 
after month, and not often connect-
ing our own smaller fights with the 
broader struggle.

But congress enabled me to actual-
ly experience, see, and feel just how I 
am part of a much bigger and broader 
movement. Hearing from members 
up and down the country, and across 
the world – all aligned with myself in 
a fight for a socialist revolution – filled 
me with inspiration and motivation.

Hearing testaments of fellow social-
ists on their struggles and victories is 
uplifting. It enables us all to share and 
learn from our shared experiences, all 
discussing how best to improve our 
party, and how to use this key event 
to uplift each other, and our world-
changing ambitions.

●● Read ‘Socialist Party Congress: 
Building and strengthening the 
forces of Marxism in the new era’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Robbie Davidson
Manchester Socialist Students

Socialist Students members from 
three different universities met with 
trade unionists and activists to dis-
cuss the depth of the university 
funding crisis. The discussion was 
introduced by Manchester student 
union ‘city and community’ officer, 
raising the brutal attack on rents and 
housing, alongside a speaker from So-
cialist Students.

Cuts and more cuts
The story of job cuts, cost-of-living 
issues, and unfit, expensive housing, 
clearly resonated with a wide range 
of people. The meeting was attended 
by reps from civil service union PCS 
and doctors’ union BMA, as well as 
members of Unite and the bakers’ 
union.

Everyone agreed on the despera-
tion of young people, but we also de-
bated the way forward. Some felt that 
our action should be targeted at vice 
chancellors and donors.

Socialist Students members made 
the case for mobilising and organising 
both students and university workers, 
under the banner to end tuition fees, 
for fair rents, grants not loans, no re-
dundancies, as well as divestment 
from war and genocide. This seemed 
to win over many students and work-
ers in the room. Many were coming to 
their first meeting.

This resulted in the meeting plan-
ning a Funding Not Fees rally on 2 
April, followed by a lobby of local 
left-wing Labour MP for Salford, Re-
becca Long-Bailey. We demand that 
Long-Bailey raises our demands for 
free education and an end to uni cuts 
in Parliament as an amendment to 

the Labour government’s spending 
review.

Turkey
Turkish members of Socialist Stu-
dents were in the meeting. They have 
been at the heart of Manchester’s 
vibrant protests sending solidarity 
to those fighting Erdogan’s undemo-
cratic attacks, and used the meeting 
to raise their campaign too (see page 
15).

This resulted in a second letter, one 
calling for condemnation of the Turk-
ish government’s actions and a meet-
ing to discuss next steps, which will 
also be handed into Rebecca Long-
Bailey’s office during our lobby.

question should be, why hasn’t Aspire 
increased funding?

Keir Starmer has promised to halve 
violence against women and girls. But 
it is unclear exactly how he plans to 
do this.

It’s so dire that it’s considered a 
“national emergency”. Increasing 
funding to services such as Sol-
ace would be a great place to start. 
However, the Aspire-run council in 
Tower Hamlets has decided not to 

increase funding in light of recent 
events. 

The Home Office is due to release 
its new strategy to halve violence 
against women and girls. We would 
hope to see more social services in 
this sector. But with Starmer’s Labour 
implementing austerity, they’re doing 
the opposite. 

This victory for Solace workers 
shows that when we stand together, 
we can catalyse change.

‘We paid for this building’
Save Abertridwr library

Haringey Labour cuts education and housing, while 
funding war - vote for the socialist alternative

a month – but I have already learnt 
multitudes.

Haringey Council has been granted 
additional ‘exceptional’ funding of 
£37 million from the Labour govern-
ment. But even with this, and after 
years of the Labour council passing on 
Tory cuts, it still has a projected fund-
ing gap of £121 million by 2029-30.

With a Labour councillor recently 
resigned, Socialist Party member Dave 
Kaplan has the opportunity to stand as 
a Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC) candidate in the by-elec-
tion in St Ann’s Ward on 10 April.

Dave is a candidate of the people. 
He will demand that Haringey Coun-
cil moves a needs-based budget.

Victory – Solace domestic 
violence workers defeat cuts
Skye Mincher
Tower Hamlets Socialist Party

The higher-ups at domestic violence 
charity Solace announced cuts to 
their service, enforcing 33% redun-
dancies of independent domestic 
violence advisors in January. After 
months of campaigning, these cuts 
have been withdrawn.

The Socialist Party and many oth-
ers, including service users, stood in 
solidarity with the workers and their 
union, United Voices of the World 
(UVW). This victory will save lives. 

Hundreds of us
I was at the first protest with the 
Socialist Party on 6 February. See-
ing the hundreds of supporters 
gather around and shout up for 
the jobs of these support workers, 
and therefore the care of domestic 
violence victims and survivors, was 
heartening.

We must not forget that the larger 
fight is far from over. With violence 
against women and girls still on the 
rise, preventing cuts to services like 
Solace should be the bare minimum.

Tower Hamlets Council is run by 
the independent Aspire party. It was 
elected because local people were 
sick of Labour and Tory austerity. It 
has introduced popular policies, like 
extending free school meals.

Solace is a charity commissioned 
by the council. The council claims 
it had not made any cuts to warrant 
the charity bosses’ decision. But, the 
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Pro footballer: 
why I’ve joined the 
Socialist Party

Socialist challenge to Cardiff uni cuts in student election

JOIN THE  
SOCIALISTS
socialistparty.org.uk/join

Do you agree?

Manchester students launch 
Funding Not Fees fightback

JOIN
socialiststudents.org.uk/join

Join the student fightback

Rdikeman/cc

Aris (left) campaigning with Socialist Students and 
Socialist Party against Cardiff uni job cuts  dave reid Leah, from Relay Taxis, supporting the 

campaign. Relay drove campaigners 
to the protest for free  mariam kamish

Protesting against Haringey Labour 
housing and education cuts  helen pattison

Skye on the first protest against Solace cuts, with 
the Socialist Party and hundreds of others  hugo pierre



The trial of Adaramoye Michael Lenin 
and ten other #Endbadgovernance 
protesters charged with treason 
by the Tinubu administration in 
Nigeria over their involvement in 

the #Endbadgovernance protest 
which erupted last year August, has 
been postponed again. Socialists 
in Nigeria have condemned the 
continuous delay of the trial and the 
persistent absence of the judge.

Socialist Party members supported 
Nigeria Solidarity outside the Nigerian 
High Commission in London (above), 
protesting against the treason trial on 
26 March. See www.nigeriasolidarity.
com for more info.
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South West TUC
Are we talking about the 
same Labour Party?
Rob Rooney
DELEGATE FROM Cornwall Trades Union 
Council (personal capacity)

N
o Labour MP was there, 
thankfully. But Labour’s ma-
lign influence was palpable 
at the South West Trades 
Union Congress (TUC).

Ines Lang, South West TUC secre-
tary, tried to set the tone reporting on 
July’s general election. She said: “We 
now have 23 MPs in the south west.”

Despite the Gaza genocide, the 
two-child benefit cap, means-testing 
pensioner Winter Fuel Payment, fat-
uous “grow the economy” rhetoric, 
bailing out Thames Water, the La-
bour Party is still ‘our’ party, it seems!

When I last met another of the 
TUC officers, Sadie Fulton, she was 
waxing lyrical about Labour’s Em-
ployment Rights Bill. Six months 
later, Ines clearly held the same high 
hopes. 

She listed the ‘benefits’ outlined 
by the Labour government. We’re 
promised “stronger union rights.” 
More detail is needed, she said. 

“We’re holding the government’s feet 
to the fire.”

Ines spoke of union members 
being on the frontline last August, 
when the far right mobilised. But, 
throughout the weekend, there was 
no recognition that Labour’s anti-
working-class policies breed support 
for the far right.

Motions were proposed and ap-
proved from RMT and Aslef trans-
port unions. The wording of these 
motions betrayed a naive belief in 
Labour, which still infects part of our 
movement.

Sian Elliott, TUC director of organ-
ising, led a discussion on ‘delivering 
for workers’. She said we’re at a “piv-
otal moment”.

My ears pricked up. Were we about 
to hear a historic break in the union 
movement’s abusive relationship 
with the Labour Party?

Sadly, no. The pivotal moment is 
apparently that, “For the first time, 
we have a government prepared to 
work with us on a transformative 
agenda on workers’ rights.”

Without a trace of irony, Sian 

spoke about the far right seeking to 
scapegoat the vulnerable. This was 
on the day the Labour government’s 
attacks on sick and disabled people 
were being heavily trailed.

This was too much for me. I had 
been hesitant about ruining the love-
in with the Labour Party, but felt I 
had to say something. I stuck up my 
hand.

I am happy to report that I was 
beaten to it by someone from the 
Musicians’ Union. She said she was 
“troubled” by the constant approving 
references to this government, and 
wondered if the TUC had a fallback 
position for when a break has to be 
made.

Sian thanked the delegate for a 
“brilliant question, it’s nice to be 
challenged, it keeps us on our toes.” 
She made the astonishing claim that 
“Labour exists to serve the public, 
not the other way round”. No govern-
ment “is ever going to change peo-
ple’s conditions, that is what we do 
for ourselves.”

Cornwall TUC’s motion to con-
ference, adopted from the National 
Shop Stewards Network (NSSN), 
calling on the TUC to recall its con-
ference to discuss the Employment 
Rights Bill, was ruled out of order.

Labour stopped serving the public 
decades ago, if it ever did. But sec-
tions of the trade union movement 
are stuck in the past. The working 
class needs its own new mass party.

NSSN bulletin: shopstewards.net

Get all the latest union news
nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork

Review: Aisha - a story of asylum hardship and defiance
John Merrell
Leicester

The BBC film ‘Aisha’ is about a young 
Nigerian woman living in Lagos 
whose father borrows money to pay 
for her uni fees, but when he is unable 
to repay, the debt collectors kill him 
and his son and sexually assault Aisha. 
Before Aisha and her mother aban-
don their house to find a hiding place, 
they sell most of their possessions to 
pay traffickers for Aisha to reach Ire-
land. This story is only expressed by 
Aisha towards the film’s ending, such 
is the legacy of her trauma.

At the beginning, Aisha is stay-
ing in a large, detached building 
converted into accommodation for 
asylum seekers. Her right to work 
enables Aisha to do part-time work 
in a hair and beauty salon, sending 
most of the money earnt back to her 

mother still hiding in Nigeria.
When the family with whom she 

is sharing a room are arrested by 
the Garda (police), after five years 
of seeking asylum and removed to a 
detention centre, Aisha objects. An-
other occupant makes a well-meant 
cautionary comment to Aisha: “Be 
careful, the authorities can take away 
what little you have.” This is con-
firmed by her subsequent transfer to 
a trailer park in remote countryside, 
which effectively ends her right to 
work “unless you have a car”.

Every occupant is struggling to 
obtain asylum and the stress aris-
ing from that struggle. For Aisha, the 
only person to lighten her load is a 
young Irish security guard, whose 
modest acts of kindness  - unlock-
ing the kitchen at night to enable 
Aisha to use the microwave to cook 
her halal meat - begins a supportive 

relationship that endures, despite Ai-
sha becoming increasingly isolated 
due to further setbacks.

Those setbacks include personal 
loss, and the failure of her appeal 
against repatriation. Aisha’s life is 
now beset by great uncertainty. Her 
solicitor advises that the only course 
of action is an appeal to the High 
Court, which will take a long time 
to happen, and asked about its out-
come, says “it could go either way.”

The film is enhanced by the ex-
cellence of the leading actors Leti-
tia Wright and Josh O’Connor, and 
writer and director Frank Berry, but 
above all, the narrative - defiance in 
the face of state oppression - is in-
spiring, particularly to socialists to 
redouble our efforts to rid humanity 
of its capitalist chains.

●● Aisha is available on BBC iPlayer

It’s 07:30 on a Tuesday morning 
and I’m reading through ‘produc-
tion’ stats. I’m a member of the PCS 
union, workplace rep and socialist, 
working in the Retirement Services 
Directorate (RSD). Management so 
kindly allows me to get the same stats 
as them, to prove they aren’t running 
a call-centre sweatshop, to prove the 
ones who come to their rep to com-
plain about the awful work environ-
ment are the ‘slackers’ in the stats 
sheet.

What do I see on that spread-
sheet? I see the names of people who 
started the same day as me missing. 
Too many missing. I see the names 
of new hires only filling half of the 
ones who left RSD for another job, 
any job. Very few went to a different 
civil service department, and even 
less found a ‘promotion’ to a job that 
is above minimum wage. I see over 
half the list of names as people for 
whom I’ve fought for workplace ad-
justments to help them handle the 
workload and unrelenting stress. I 
see colleagues and friends who have 
used up all their paid sick days and 
most of their vacation days to pre-
vent breaking down.

I see the single parents that are, 
despite working a full-time job in the 
civil service, forced to apply for Uni-
versal Credit in order to feed, clothe 
and house their family. There are sin-
gle adults who would love to move 
out of their parents’ loft except… 
they can’t afford rent. They are not 
accepted due to their income, spe-
cifically on rental applications. There 
are many people I know who cannot 
afford to get into the office the last 
week or so before payday. They can’t 
afford public transport, or petrol, or 
parking.

One name, a fellow who is over 

6 feet tall and burly, plays footie on 
weekends with buddies. He spent a 
good ten minutes in our union office, 
trying to not show tears and telling 
me he can’t take it any longer. He’s 
going to break and he can’t because 
his mother is sick and at home, and 
he’s her carer. 

I see all the people I could not 
make the work environment safer for, 
more caring, and my heart just aches.

These are your civil servants help-
ing thousands of pensioners a week, 
with a call volume of anywhere from 
4,000 to 7,000. Some RSD employees 
handle 120-150 calls per day. Their 
voices are raw at the end of a shift. 
They croak, not speak.

Backlog
They took enough Pension Credit ap-
plications at the end of last year to 
cause a backlog in actually process-
ing those applications to 62 work-
ing days. That’s due to the shocking 
Labour policy to cancel universal 
winter fuel allowance. Pensioners 
would need to qualify to receive it by 
having an active Pension Credit ben-
efit. Labour just up and announced 
it, despite not having enough staff 
employed to handle the influx of 
calls that was almost immediate. The 
phone lines became so busy that a 
pensioner, wanting to ensure they 
could pay their bills, could spend 
four hours on hold, only to find 
themselves abruptly disconnected, 
and having to start again the next 
day. Is this how pensioners deserve 
to be treated? Is this how tax-paying, 
minimum wage civil servants de-
serve to be treated?

This is what those stats sheets 
do not tell you. They don’t tell you 
how many pensioners couldn’t get 
through to make a Pension Credit 

application before this winter’s 21 
December cut-off. These are people 
who cannot heat their home, can-
not turn on their cooker to make hot 
food, and probably have little in the 
larder. 

These are the many people who 
try to get to the grocery store that of-
fers pensioners a hot meal for £1 and 
then sit there longer for the warmth. 
People get substantially less than 
working minimum wage from their 
pension.

Those are the people my col-
leagues and members speak with 
every day. They take calls from peo-
ple asking for their pension to be 
double-checked because they get so 
little. 

I’m not a government finance ex-
pert, but if a normal worker like my-
self can see that this policy would 
cause some of the most vulnerable 
people in society and some of the 
lowest-paid workers in the civil ser-
vice such immense stress and chaos, 
surely our esteemed elected officials 
would have known this too.

The Starmer government is failing 
in its duty of care to pensioners and 
staff alike. There is no excuse for the 
continuation and expansion of Tory 
policies and plans that betray pen-
sioners, working-class and disabled 
people.

Socialists need to be more ac-
tive now than ever, reaching out to 
those they see in distress, in need 
and bringing some bit of hope that 
things can change, that there is a so-
lution. Socialist trade union reps will 
be stepping up their recruitment ef-
forts and bring people into the fold of 
both the trade unions and the Social-
ist Party. We need to organise those 
around us and agitate for the needed 
socialist change.

The reality at the other end of the line
From a civil service union rep

Liverpool trade unionist corrects Mirror’s Militant smears

K
evin Maguire’s article: ‘No 
Mercy For The Benefits 
Snatcher’ 27/03/25, tries 
to draw an equivalence be-
tween the Labour chancel-

lor’s cruel cuts to disability benefits 
and the redundancy notices issued 
by the Militant-led council in Liver-
pool in the 1980s.

I was one of the workers who re-
ceived that notice. Me and the ma-
jority of my colleagues knew it was a 
tactic to put pressure on Thatcher’s 
government to reverse their cuts. Not 
a single person was made redundant 
by the Militant-led council.

Those councillors continued their 
campaign against austerity until they 
were surcharged and undemocrati-
cally removed from office by an un-
elected judge.

At that time, there were over 30,000 
workers employed by Liverpool City 
Council, now there are fewer than 

5,000, all a result of cuts and priva-
tisation, with many of those jobs 
lost under Labour governments and 
councils.

What the Labour chancellor Rachel 
Reeves is doing is the exact opposite 
to what the Militant-led council did. 
They fought to take people out of 
poverty, while this Labour govern-
ment plunges them into poverty.
Dave Walsh
Chair Liverpool Trades Council

●● Dave sent the reply on 27 
March, we are still waiting for the 
correction to be published

WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
●● editors@socialistparty.org.uk

or, if you’re not online, write to the Socialist Inbox, PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

Not a single person was 
made redundant by Militant
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Turkey: over a million attend 
anti-government protest in 
Istanbul
Kenan Batu

O
n Saturday 29 March, a 
massive demonstration in 
Maltepe, Istanbul, saw over 
a million people take to the 
streets after days of protests 

and mass arrests.
Even approaching the protest, 

determined anger was clear on the 
packed trains, with people chanting 
throughout the journey. The stations 
were so crowded that it took me half 
an hour just to exit the station!

People from all walks of life - stu-
dents, young workers, and pensioners 
- participated in the protest. However, 
it was particularly striking how young 
the crowd was, reflecting the anger 
felt by youth about the state of their 
futures under Erdogan’s regime.

One protester summed up the 
mood: “Everyone is hungry while 
one man sits in his palace.”

The demonstration was called by 
the main opposition party, the Re-
publican People’s Party (CHP), in de-
fence of Ekrem Imamoglu, the jailed 
mayor of Istanbul and Erdogan’s 
main political rival.

This protest came after a week of 
protests on university campuses and 
in the streets, where tens of thou-
sands of students have clashed with 
the police, facing brutal repression 
and mass arrests.

The initial spark for the mass pro-
tests was the arrest of Imamoglu. 
However, what brought people to 
the streets was the constant attacks 
on democratic rights and worsening 
living standards. Young people found 
an outlet to express their anger at a 
system that prioritises the rich and 
powerful over ordinary people strug-
gling to get by.

The police response has been ruth-
less. Thousands of people, including 
student leaders, protesters, bystand-
ers, journalists, trade unionists, and 
socialists, have been arrested. Around 
2,000 arrests took place over just a 
few days, with reports of horrendous 
treatment, including torture, particu-
larly aimed at students. Among those 
detained was a BBC journalist, who 
was arrested in a dawn raid and de-
ported back to the UK.

People are angry about the arrest 
of Imamoglu, which they see as po-
litically motivated. But more than 
that, they viewed it as an attack on 
their right to elect and be elected. 
The cost-of-living crisis is worsening, 
with brutal austerity policies, and 
people feel like they are paying the 
price for one man’s ambitions.

A recent poll shows that 73% of 
people in Turkey support the pro-
tests. This is not surprising, given the 
attacks on democratic rights, while 
Erdogan and the ruling elite - along-
side the rich - live in luxury.

The paradox of the movement
When Imamoglu was arrested – a day 
after Istanbul University revoked his 

diploma – it was thousands of Istan-
bul University students who organ-
ised a protest on campus. Videos of 
students breaking through police 
barricades quickly went viral on so-
cial media.

The mass anger after the arrest, 
especially among students, and 
when it became clear that the pro-
tests would spread to other campus-
es, compelled the CHP leadership to 
organise an emergency rally outside 
Istanbul’s city hall in Sarachane. 
The mass mobilisation against the 
undemocratic attacks also suc-
ceeded, at least for the time being, 
in stopping Erdogan from appoint-
ing a government trustee to replace 
Imamoglu.

The paradox of the movement is 
that even though the main driving 
force was the student movement, 
the CHP leadership took control. 
The students and youth put pressure 
on the CHP leadership and pushed 
them to take a more ‘activist’ stance 
than they had initially intended.

The CHP leadership knows that 
if they don’t take a more combat-
ive stance to oppose the attacks, 
the movement could slip out of 
their control and potentially shake 
the very foundations of not just Er-
dogan’s regime but also capitalism.

Erdogan’s party the AKP and the 
CHP represent different sections of 
the capitalist class. The CHP can see 
the power of the movement and its 
potential to drive out Erdogan. How-
ever, they also defend the interests of 
Turkish capitalism and want to limit 
the scope of the movement.

Many students are critical of the 
CHP, expecting more than just par-
liamentary manoeuvres or legal 
routes. They have no trust in the in-
stitutions of the state to further their 
own interests.

Boycotts
One of the demands of the move-
ment is boycotts.

University students have been or-
ganising academic boycotts, and in 
some universities, trade unions have 
supported this call. A workplace rep-
resentative at Istanbul University 
was arrested for organising actions in 
support of students.

Calls for wider boycotts of com-
panies with close ties to Erdogan’s 
government are also gaining trac-
tion. The CHP leadership, feeling the 
pressure, has joined in the call for 
boycotts, targeting companies rang-
ing from a coffee shop chain to TV 
channels that support the regime.

If sustained over time, such a mass 
boycott of companies could play an 
auxiliary role and potentially deepen 

the splits within the Turkish ruling 
class.

However, they do not replace the 
need for independent, mass action 
by workers and youth.

On 28 March, the Revolution-
ary Workers’ Unions Confederation 
(DISK) organised a day of action in 
workplaces. This was a positive step, 
as it framed the attacks on democrat-
ic rights as a workplace issue.

Under Erdogan’s rule, workers 
have faced increasingly draconian 
anti-union laws, making it harder to 
organise and strike. Dismissals are 
frequent, and workers’ rights are un-
der constant attack.

Mass trade union action in de-
fence of democratic rights and living 
standards, as a step towards a gen-
eral strike, would revitalise the work-
ers’ movement and show who truly 
runs the country.

Even a national trade union dem-
onstration at this stage, with an 
appeal to TURK-IS members (the 
largest trade union confederation 
in Turkey) and students, would be a 
step forward in uniting the working 
class and youth.

TIP
Workers and youth have no common 
interests with the bosses, who care 
only about their profits.

There is an urgent need for the 
trade union and student movements 
to have a political arm independent 
of the capitalist class.

The Workers’ Party of Turkey 
(TIP), which currently has more than 
40,000 members, had by far the larg-
est contingent at Saturday’s rally, 
particularly mobilising young peo-
ple. They have quickly become a pole 
of attraction for a layer of youth and 
workers looking for a left alternative 
to the CHP.

However, the role of TIP cannot 
be simply just about getting a bigger 
turnout to these protests or offering 
uncritical support to the CHP for the 
sake of unity. It must raise transition-
al demands to take the movement 
further, linking the attacks on demo-
cratic rights to the need to fight the 
cost-of-living crisis and the demand 
for a socialist transformation of so-
ciety. It should be calling for mass 
independent action by workers and 
youth in the fight against Erdogan’s 
repressive and pro-big business 
policies. 

This would also sharply raise the 
necessity for a movement independ-
ent of pro-capitalist forces and the 
need for a working-class socialist 
alternative to Erdogan’s increasingly 
unpopular regime and the capitalist 
system itself.

Manchester and London 
solidarity protests
How to get a crowd of 300 people to all start hopping through the 
streets? Go to a Turkey solidarity rally and shout: “Jump! Jump! Those 
who don’t jump are Tayyip [Erdogan] supporters!”

In Manchester, Socialist Students has been involved in organised 
solidarity rallies. On 24 March, with just a day’s notice, we helped to 
gather approximately 300 people for a lively and confident protest. 
Chants of “Rights! Law! Justice!” in Turkish were unceasing, as we 
marched (and jumped) towards the city centre. 

Socialist Students was warmly welcomed and thanked for 
our organisation and promotion efforts, as well as for lending a 
megaphone. We ran out of Socialist Party leaflets to hand out, 
demonstrating the desire for fundamental change, beyond just 
Imamoglu’s release.
Ivan Petkov, Manchester Socialist Students

London PHOTO: ROB WILLIAMS

Istanbul PHOTO: ZAHUTU/CC

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the international 

socialist organisation which the Socialist Party 

is affiliated to. The CWI is organised in many 

countries. We work to unite the working class 

and oppressed peoples against capitalism, 

and to fight for a socialist world.

socialistworld.net

Capitalism is an ailing, crisis-
ridden system based on the 
exploitation of the majority of the 

world’s population by a small, super-rich 
elite who own most of the wealth and 
the means of producing it. This way of 
organising society, in which the pursuit 
of profit comes before everything else, 
causes poverty, inequality, environmental 
destruction, wars and oppression across 
the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks 
from this rotten system on our lives and 
livelihoods, and for a socialist alternative: 
a society which takes the wealth out 
of the hands of the super-rich and is 
democratically run by working-class 
people to meet the needs of all not the 
profits of a few. 

Building fighting democratic trade 
unions in the workplaces and a new mass 
workers’ party is a vital part of  the struggle 
to change society along socialist lines.

Because capitalism 
is a world system, 
the struggle for 
socialism must also 
be international. The 
Socialist Party is part of the Committee for 
a Workers’ International which organises 
across the world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
●● A trade union struggle for the 

immediate implementation of the TUC 
demand of a £15-an-hour minimum 
wage for all as a step towards a real 
living wage, without exemptions. For the 
minimum wage to automatically increase 
linked to average earnings or inflation, 
whichever is higher.

●● Share out the work. A maximum 
32-hour working week with no loss of 
pay or worsening of conditions. The right 
to flexible working, under the control of 
workers not employers. An end to insecure 
working, for the right to full-time work for 
all who want it; ban zero-hour contracts.

●● All workers to have trade union rates 
of pay, employment protection, and 
sickness, parental and holiday rights 
from day one of employment. End bosses 
using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a 
means to avoid giving workers rights.

●● No to austerity through inflation. 
For all wage rates to be automatically 
increased at least in line with price rises.

●● Open the books of all companies 
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t afford 
to pay a real living wage. State subsidies, 
where genuinely needed, for socially-
useful small businesses. 

●● For trade unions independent of the 
capitalist state, with members having 
democratic control over their own 
policies, constitutions and democratic 
procedures. For all trade union officials to 
be regularly elected, subject to recall by 
their members and paid a worker’s wage.

●● Reduce the state retirement and 
pension age to 55. For decent living 
pensions. 

●● Replace universal credit and the 
punitive benefit system with living 
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES
●● A massive expansion of public 

services including the NHS and council 
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick 
out the privateers. Bring private social 

care and childcare facilities into public 
ownership under democratic control, 
in order to provide free, high-quality 
services for all who need them. Expand 
services for all women suffering violence.

●● For local councillors who are 
committed to opposing austerity and 
all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and 
conditions.

●● For a socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs, including 
dental and eye care – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out the private companies! 
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry 
under democratic workers’ control and 
management.

●● Renationalise privatised utilities – 
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and 
power – under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

●● Free, publicly funded and 
democratically run, good-quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees and write 
off student debt, end marketisation, 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academisation. For all schools to be 
under the genuine democratic control of 
local education authorities, school staff, 
parents and student organisations. 

●● The right to a safe secure home for 
all. For the mass building of genuinely 
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral 
council housing. For rent controls that cap 
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should 
be made by elected bodies of tenants, 
housing workers and representatives 
of trade unions. For cheap low-interest 
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise 
the privately owned large building 
companies, land banks and estates. 

ENVIRONMENT
●● Prioritising major research and 

investment into replacing fossil fuels 
and nuclear power with renewable 
energy, and ending the problems of early 
obsolescence – where products are 
designed to ‘wear out’ and be replaced - 
and unrecycled waste.

●● Nationalisation of the energy 
companies, under democratic workers’ 
control and management, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need, in order to carry out a major 
switch to clean, green energy, without any 
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

●● A democratically planned, massively 
expanded, free to use, publicly owned 
transport system, as part of an overall 
plan against environmental pollution.

●● For a major, publicly funded, 
insulation and energy transition plan for 
existing housing stock.

●● Agribusiness to be taken into 
democratic public ownership. For a food 
processing and retail industry under 
workers’ control to ensure that standards 

are set by consumers, small farmers, and 
all workers involved in the production, 
processing, distribution and retail of food. 

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
●● For united working-class struggle to 

end discrimination on the grounds of 
race, gender, disability, sexuality, age, 
and all other forms of prejudice and 
oppression.

●● Repeal the anti-trade union laws and 
all others that trample over civil liberties. 
For the right to protest and to strike! End 
police harassment. For the police to be 
accountable to local committees, made up 
of democratically elected representatives 
of trade unions, local community 
organisations and local authorities.

●● For the right to choose when and 
whether to have children – for the right 
to access abortion, contraception and 
fertility treatment for all who need it.

●● For the right to asylum – with 
democratic community control and 
oversight of emergency funding 
resources. No to racist immigration laws.

●● Expand democracy. For the abolition 
of the monarchy and the House of Lords. 
For all MPs to be subject to the right of 
recall by their constituents at any time, 
and to only receive a worker’s wage. For 
proportional representation and the right 
to vote at 16.

●● For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent 
socialist Scotland and for a socialist 
Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist 
confederation of Wales, England, 
Scotland and Ireland.

●● Oppose the dictatorship of the 
billionaire owners of the media. For the 
nationalisation of newspaper printing 
facilities, radio, TV and social media 
platforms. Access to these facilities should 
be under democratic control, with political 
parties’ coverage being allocated in 
proportion to the popular vote at elections.

●● For a new mass workers’ party, 
based on the trade unions, and 
drawing together workers, young people 
and activists from workplaces, and 
community, environmental, anti-racist 
and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a 
fighting, socialist political alternative to 
the pro-big business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
●● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations!
●● Take the wealth off the super-rich! For 

a socialist government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies and the 
banking system that dominate the British 
economy, and run them under democratic 
working-class control and management. 
Compensation to be paid only on the basis 
of proven need, not to the fat cats.

●● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

●● No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise 
a campaign with European socialists 
and workers’ organisations to use the 
talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up 
the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real 
collaboration of the peoples of Europe 
on a socialist basis as a step towards a 
socialist world.

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

Help fund the fightback!

DONATE TODAY

● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
● or call 020 8988 8777
● or text your name and  
postcode to 07958 032 071
to find out more today!

socialistparty.org.uk 
/donate

Sam, Tessa and Jordan
Leicester Socialist Party

Leicester West is the seat of Labour 
MP Liz Kendall. The mood of the 
working class in Leicester is par-
ticularly sour – an MP they voted in 
is now overseeing £5 billion cuts de-
signed to attack disabled people.

Our Socialist Party branch has 
been involved in two local cam-
paigns. The SEND campaign, which 
without the involvement of parents 
and activists could have seen school 
transport cut for Leicester students 
with special needs over the age of 16, 
has now been put on pause for a re-
run consultation on the cuts.

Leicester Labour council also 
intended to cut funding for adven-
ture playgrounds. But funding has 
now been secured for another year, 
after campaigning by parents and 
activists.

We decided we would hold an 
extra-long campaign stall to build 
for our public meeting. Our message 
– no to both government and coun-
cil cuts – was a success. The follow-
ing Saturday, calling for ‘welfare, not 
warfare’ really caught the mood.

At our public meeting, the speak-
ers highlighted that the 350 richest 
individuals and families in Britain 
now have a combined wealth of £800 
billion, while Starmer’s Labour is 
looking to plunge the most vulner-
able in our society into even deeper 
despair.

The meeting discussed building 
the socialist opposition to Labour’s 
council cuts and attacks on disability 
benefits. Due to the establishment 
parties’ refusal to stand up for the 
working class, our call for a new mass 
workers’ party was well received.

Fighting fund smashed, 
£41,803 raised
Workers angry about war and 
austerity donate to the socialists
Chris Newby
National Fighting Fund organiser

Thanks to everyone who helped 
make sure that we smashed through 
our fighting fund target again, raising 
£41,803 this quarter. This helps make 
sure that we have the money to pay 
for our leaflets, posters, and placards, 
with our clear socialist message.

Across Britain and internation-
ally, people are looking for answers 
to the tumultuous events taking place 
around the world. How can the wars 
in Gaza and Ukraine be stopped? How 
can the austerity attacks from govern-
ments and the bosses be challenged?

The pages of the Socialist are full 
of examples of workers fighting back. 
The last issue of the Socialist had re-
ports from Israel, Turkey, and Serbia 
of mass protest against their respec-
tive governments; and in Britain, Bir-
mingham bin workers have shown 
they are prepared to fight back against 
their Labour council’s attacks. 

The Socialist Party puts forward 
a clear socialist programme of how 
movements can be built to end these 
wars and austerity attacks. A vital 
part of that programme is struggling 

to build mass workers’ parties, with 
socialist policies.

Socialist Party members are seeing 
an increase in support for our ideas 
and our campaigning work, with do-
nations from the public that they give 
at our stalls, and interest in joining 
our party. Campaigning against cuts 
in benefits, particularly to disabled 
people, our members and support-
ers in Grays in Essex raised £19, in 
Birmingham £23.59, Swindon £14, 
and £57 in Swansea.

As anger against these attacks 
deepen, workers will increasingly 
look for ways to fight back. It’s vital 
that Socialist Party members are out 
campaigning in their local areas to 
meet these people.

●● This quarter, we also had the 
Socialist Party congress. There, 
an amazing fighting fund appeal 
raised £40,402. £21,142 has been 
paid in so far. So, pay your pledge 
as soon as you can.

Leicester fighting 
back against 
Labour austerity

AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q1: JANUARY-MARCH 2025 FINAL CHART
Southern & SE 8,323 2,400 347%

North West 2,905 1,200 242%
Northern 1,760 800 220%

Eastern 1,772 1,300 136%
East Midlands 2,776 2,050 135%

Yorkshire 3,449 2,650 130%
Wales 3,063 2,400 128%

South West 2,650 2,100 126%
London 6,122 5,000 122%

West Midlands 2,926 2,700 108%
Other 6,058 2,400 252%
TOTAL 41,803 25,000 167%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

DONATE
socialistparty.org.uk/donate

Help fund the fightback
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WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS ▶▶▶ see column on p14

Sam Ward
Leicester Socialist Party

Millions of workers 
are set to have a 
so-called ‘cost of 

living increase’ in pay 
this month. But wait 
before you crack open 
the champagne. The 
national living wage for 
those over the age of 21 is 
increasing to £12.21 per 
hour, £10 per hour for 
18 to 20-year-olds and a 
measly £7.55 per hour for 
16 to 17-year-olds!

Food, fuel, water, transport, rents, 
mortgages and other essentials have 
skyrocketed compared to our pay. How 
could this paltry increase ever be consid-
ered close to what’s needed for a ‘cost of 
living increase’? 

This Labour government is supposed 
to be delivering ‘a new deal for workers’. 
Why isn’t it delivering £15 an hour now?! 

Government ministers argue there 
will be a 'wage-price spiral' if workers 
demand pay increases. But apparently it 
doesn’t cause a wage-price spiral when 
MPs give themselves a pay increase. This 
year MPs are set to give themselves a pay 
rise of 2.8%, making their salary a whop-
ping £93,904. And that’s not counting the 
expenses and freebies that they claim, 
along with the second jobs that many of 
them have. 

The 'magic money tree' that ministers 
claim doesn't exist suddenly appears 
when it comes to military spending, but 
disappears when it comes to workers. 
While many bosses will be bemoan-
ing the increase, they haven’t been sad 
about bumper profits and burgeoning 
bonuses.

In 2021, the TUC (Trades Union Con-
gress) adopted the policy for a £15-an-
hour minimum wage to be implemented 
as quickly as possible. It’s now been four 
years and there has been no national 
campaign linked to the industrial and po-
litical action needed to win this demand. 
Trade unions are crucial to fighting for 
and winning a decent living standard for 
workers. The trade unions have the abil-
ity to be able to build a mass campaign 
that can put pressure on the Labour gov-
ernment to act now. For a £15-an-hour 
minimum wage for all ages, and decent 
pay we can live on.

We need real pay rises, our energy 
bills cut, our transport costs cut, rents 
capped, our public services nationalised 
and fully funded. The pro-big business 
establishment parties won’t give us these 
demands without a fight. So, alongside 
industrial action, we need a new mass 
workers’ party that will fight.

minimum wage now

Trade union action for a
paul mattsson
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