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cause they were sick and

: Divide and rule
i Like the Tories before them, the :
: Labour government has gone after :
: those it sees as easy targets first - :
: pensioners, disabled people, trans :
: people. Using ‘divide and rule’ and :
: scapegoating to try to redirect frus-
! tration away from themselves and
super-rich capitalist bosses :
: whose interests it is most con- :
: cerned with. By doing so, Labour :
: has opened the door for right-wing :
: populists Reform UK to make elec- :
 toral gains. :
:  Labour have attacked every part :
: of the working class since taking :
: power. But we haven't taken it lying :
: down. There’s been inspirational :
thousands marched in :
: London against disability cuts, and :
: most recently a rapid mobilisation :
: of tens of thousands in response to :
¢ the Supreme Court ruling, protest- :
: ing to defend trans rights.

But now we need to win!

Thank you to the 95 union and campaign greetings - raising over
£9,500 - helping a workers’ and socialist alternative to cuts and war

Just two years ago, the trade un-

: ion movement was leading the fight
: against the cost-of-living crisis. By
any people voted Labour :
at the general election be- :
: concessions from the Tories and
tired of the Tories, and :
: austerity that left services :
i crumbling and our standards of liv- :
: ing falling.
* Any hopes in Labour have been :
: shattered. The utter disaster is :
: worsening under Keir Starmer’s :
: government: NHS in crisis, schools :
: underfunded, council tax going up :
: while services are slashed, and yet :
more austerity cuts promised.

striking, including days of coordi-
nated strike action, workers forced

money from the incoming Labour
government.

. Workers fight back

Now the unions must lead the
fightback, including with strike ac-
tion to demand fully funded public
services and decent pay. The trade
union movement could bring to-
gether all those fighting Labour at-

: tacks by organising a mass weekend
. demonstration, in its own name,
: against Starmer’s austerity, as a step

towards future coordinated strike
action.

Reform UK, which offers no way
forward for the working class, can-
not be allowed to present itself as a

way to express hatred at Labour at

the ballot box.

We need a working-class political
alternative that says make the super-
rich pay, not the workers. The trade
unions should stop wasting money
backing Labour candidates that at-

. tack our jobs and services, and in-

stead stand their own candidates to
fight on our side against the bosses.
104 trade unionists, activists, so-
cialist and community campaigners
put up a socialist stand on 1 May, by
standing as candidates as part of the
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion. Pointing the way towards the
new mass workers’ party we need,

: with socialist policies to meet the
: needs of all.

MARY FINCH
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“The philosophers have only
interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”

Karl Marx

Why wait? Scrap anti-union laws now!

MARK BEST
SOCIALIST PARTY NATIONAL COMMITTEE

After the announcement that infla- :

: Labour’s Employment Rights Bill,
: promised to make it easier for us to
: organise in trade unions and to take
action.

tion in March fell to 2.6%, chancel- :

lor Rachel Reeves described it as

“encouraging” and showing that La- :
bour’s economic plans are working. :
But, as BBC news put it, “itwon’tlast :

long”

As Trump’s tariffs cause chaos and :
uncertainty across world financial :

markets and disrupt supply chains,
big business bosses will try and pro-

tect their profits. That means they'll :
try to increase prices, drive down :
our wages and make us pay the price :
while they keep getting richer. ‘Awful :
April’ has come to an end but we're :
all living with the hikes in our bills, :

council tax and other costs.

The lesson of the strike wave of

2022-23 against the cost-of-living cri-

sis was clear. Across the public and :
private sectors, when workers col- :
lectively acted and took strike action :

their pay offers were improved.

As inflation bites again and La- :
bour, serving the same bosses as the :
Tories, repeatedly stress the need for :
us all to tighten our belts, strike ac-

tion is posed again.

So it's no wonder then that big :

business representatives haven't

stopped lobbying the government :

and House of Lords to water down

: Workers’ rights: still waiting

It's been ten months since Keir
Starmer’s Labour won the general
: election, and the Tory anti-union
: laws are still in effect. Reeves, Starm-
er and the bosses hope that, by kick-
ing the can down the road, those
laws can be used to act as a barrier to
: working-class action.

Instead of dragging their feet, the
Labour government could act now.
Scunthorpe steelworks was taken
over in a day - a Saturday! The Tory
anti-union laws, which include the
: undemocratic 50% turnout thresh-
. olds which hold back strike action,
could be turfed out just as quickly.
: And Starmer could remove all the
anti-democratic, anti-union laws,
including those introduced by Tony
Blair and Margaret Thatcher. Unions,
: including the TUC (Trades Union
Congress) union federation, should
demand that Starmer’s government
scraps all anti-union laws, sooner
rather than a diluted version later.

Socialist Party members are fight-
ing within unions and workplaces for
. the action we need, and for a lead to
: help give workers confidence to fight
: back and win.

JOHN WILLIAMS
CARDIFF CENTRAL SOCIALIST PARTY

Socialist Party Wales campaign stalls ®
were swamped at the Welsh inde- :
pendence march in Barry on 26 April. :
This was the first Welsh independ- :
ence march in a few years, full of an- :
gry people against the new Labour :

government’s cuts and austerity.

Socialist Party members there : I
were campaigning on the issue of : [
Tata Steel in Port Talbot, which was : |
disgracefully let down by the Labour :
governments in Westminster and :

Wales.

Cardiff and Swansea trades un-
ion councils supported nationalisa- :
tion of Tata Steel, under democratic :
workers’ control. This hit the mood :

 GwLADG
TATA
| STEEL

with the local community and some :

trade unionists working there, but :
was rejected by Wales Trades Union :

Congress (TUC).

It wasn’t lost on everyone who :

signed our petition demanding that

if the Labour government can take :
over British Steel, then it can have :
the same urgency when it comes to :

steelworks in Wales. We don’t let the
Welsh Labour government off the

hook either, who basically stepped :
aside and did sod all to save the jobs. :

Welsh Labour government minis-

ters mocked nationalisation, because
‘Tata Steel isn’t owned by Britain! :

British Steel is owned by a Chinese

company. Yet, Keir Starmer’s Labour :

could be forced to nationalise that.
People who attended the march

wanted independence from auster- :

ity, cuts, pay cuts, and independ-

screwing us all over. And from the

mainstream political parties too.
Plaid Cymru is the biggest pro-in-

dependence party in Wales. It tries to

: pose as ‘left of Labour’

: then completely agreed with us.

: workers’

: Abertridwr library near Caerphilly.

certainly doesn’t exist.

We spoke to its voters on the :
march. We explained Plaid Cymru’s :
capitalist credentials when it gets :
: into elected positions. Those voters :

Plaid Cymru runs Carmarthen- :
shire Council. And has rejected :
ill-health retirement. A :
Plaid Cymru councillor has been tell- :
ing people not to campaign to save :

Working-class people at the march :
¢ are reaching out for alternatives, and :
: horrified about the prospect for Re- :
form UK. The ‘clear red water’ be- :
. tween Welsh Labour and UK Labour :
ence from the capitalist system that’s : :

E-m
Socialist F‘art‘y-members
at the march JOHNWILLIAMS
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: Socialist Party Wales

: calls for the Senedd

: (Welsh Parliament) to
£ use its powers to carry
{ | out socialist policies:

: ® Reverse all cuts -Welsh
: Government and Welsh

: councils to set no-cuts

| : budgets, pool reserves,

: and build a mass campaign
: to force the UK Labour

: government to return the

: funds robbed from Welsh

services

o Give our health workers
above-inflation pay rises
now - invest in the NHS to
expand local hospitals

: ® Ban zero-hour contracts

e Raise the minimum wage
: to £15 an hour for all

e Renationalise steel, rail

- and utilities

o Nationalise commanding
. heights of the economy

e For a socialist Wales, as

part of a voluntary socialist
confederation of Wales,
England, Scotland and
Ireland
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Labour's vicious attacks on benefits

- time to fight back

DANIEL
TEESSIDE SOCIALIST PARTY

Many years ago, the idea of a wel- :
fare system ‘from the cradle to the :
grave’ was widely accepted and :
championed by the Labour Party. :
Keir Starmer’s actions as head of the :
Labour government have confirmed :
: number of people affected is greater

Starmer has closed his eyes to :
the demands from trade unionists :
and activists to remove the punish- :
: While Labour MPs will preach to us
the cap would lift hundreds of thou- :
sands of children out of poverty and :
take some pressure off of the shoul- :
ders of parents being ground down :
. that, with all of their expenses paid

Not only that but Starmer's gov- :
ernment is also threatening to put :
the axe to disabled people's ben- :
efits. As someone who has been :
through the Personal Independence :
Payment (PIP) process, [ know how :
gruelling it is to receive the benefits :
: Party, that coven of liars and cowards
long disability. Many people who :
have been through what can be a :
humiliating process will be rightly :
: vices and jobs. A party rooted in the
does not see their needs as some- :
thing to be supported, rather seeing :
: but also the divisive rhetoric pushed
: by Reform.

again that this no longer exists.

ing two-child benefit cap. Removing

by the cost-of-living crisis.

which I am entitled to due to a life-

angry with a government which

them as a burden.

Money for wars

Starmer and his cronies plead pover- :
: jobs with decent pay, and an end to
bled people or removing a punishing :
¢ where a few at the top get filthy rich
no bounds when it comes to pro- :
longing the slaughter of workers and :
young people in war. Ask yourself :

ty when it comes to supporting disa-

benefit cap, but his generosity knows

Keir Starmer 10.10/(C

: this, what would you rather we fund,
: welfare or warfare?

Some Labour MPs will express how
saddened they are about the cuts,
and others, seeing Labour’s dire posi-
tion in the polls and wanting to make
sure they keep their cushy seats, may
even vote or abstain against the cuts.
In many of their constituencies, the

than their current majorities.
MPs’ cushy salaries

that the finances are tight and work-
ing-class people have to make sacri-
fices, they're getting paid over £90K
a year. When they have a wage like

(without even mentioning the ‘gifts’
they receive, which often amount to
legalised bribery), how would they
know the impact of policies like cut-
ting PIP or the two-child benefit cap?

Ultimately, working-class people
can’t have any faith in the ‘Labour’

in parliament do not deserve our
support. We need a new mass work-
ers’ party to fight for our rights, ser-

trade unions would not only be able
to take on the deceitful Labour Party,

If you want to fight for a benefits
system people can live on, decent
the profit-driven capitalist system
at our expense, then your place is in

the Socialist Party and in the fight for
a fairer society.

Teacher and NHS pay: No cuts and
union action for the pay we deserve

As the Socialist goes to press,

it has been reported that :
government pay review bodies :
will recommend that teachers :
and NHS staff should be given :
pay rises of about 4% and :
3% respectively, up from the
2.8% floated previously by

the government. The Labour
government has responded
that any pay rise must come
from the already stretched :
education and health budgets, :
ie through more cuts! Socialist
Party members in schools and :
the NHS respond belowina
personal capacity:

JAMES ELLIS, HASTINGS NATIONAL EDUCATION
UNION (NEU) :
Teachers desperately need an above- :
inflation pay award. Our pay has :
fallen about 20% in real terms since :
2010, exacerbating the current re- :
cruitment and retention crisis. :

However, any unfunded pay award :
must be rejected outright. An un- :
funded pay award will mean school :
cuts and redundancies - heaping :
even more pressure onto school :
staff. School cuts drive down working :
conditions, impact the lowest-paid :
workers the most, and will do serious :
damage to the kind of education we :
can provide our students. If the gov- :
ernment doesn’t fund the pay award, :
regardless of how much we are of- :
fered, we must strike.

LOUISE CUFFARO, NEU EXECUTIVE MEMBER :
The knock-on effect will be exacer- :
bating the cutting of staff and hours :
of the lowest paid, which is already :
happening over falling rolls in areas :
where student numbers are decreas- :
ing. In the national NEU fightback, :
we must demand funding for pay, :
linked to democratic control and :
accountability. We must have a na-
tional strategy - school-by-school :
is not enough. The crisis will mean :
closures and a tsunami of redundan-
cies. Staff are worn out and leaving, :
meaning schools rely on temporary :
staff, and we get unhappy, unsafe :
staff and children! We should link up :
with doctors, nurses and other bro- :
ken privatised public services.

nationalshop
stewardsnetwork

2025 NSSN Conference

Saturday 5 July

Conway Hall, London WC1R 4RL

11am-4.30pm

MAKE THE RICH PAY,

NOT WORKERS!

rganise against Y
gn% the bosses’ offensive

Register in advance by emailing us via info@shopstewards.net

Starmer and Reeves's austerity

an entrance [N
markings o

Avenue Road school
strike in Newham,
against cuts NIALLMULHOLLAND

ADRIAN O'MALLEY, NEC CANDIDATE AND
UNISON HEALTH SERVICE GROUP EXECUTIVE,
YORKSHIRE & HUMBERSIDE

outrage.

shopstewardsnet £
==

-

Amhufance worker§ on
strike in 2023 PAULMATTSSON

: JOHN MALCOLM, NHS UNISON BRANCH
: SECRETARY
: i The 3% offer comes in response to
: A 3% pay rise for NHS workers is an :
insult. To have a portion of it paid :
for by cuts in services and jobs is an :
the campaign should be stepped up
It should be rejected by health :
trade unions, and coordinated strike :
ballots arranged as soon as possible. :
Health workers will not accept pay- :
ing for our own pay rise, we've got to :
: strike back now!

threats of strike action and union
consultation on NHS pay. 3% is hard-
ly an increase for health workers and

for an increase worth taking action
for.

SALLY GRIFFITHS, NHS UNISON REP
I had no idea that 0.2% is so ‘sig-

¢ nificant’! Perhaps when you are an
¢ MP a 0.2% increase in salary is sig-
¢ nificant, but if you’re on band 2 pay
: within the NHS you're teetering be-
. tween below minimum wage and
: a smidge above it. Neither 2.8% or
: even the ‘significant’ 3% will touch
. the sides of the massive pay erosion
: that NHS workers have endured.
: Unison members at my work have
1 : been contacting us today and they
. are angry.

L : LEN HOCKEY, BARTS HEALTH UNITE BRANCH
: SECRETARY

: ‘Balancing the books’ between pa-
: tient care and burnt-out healthcare
: workers is disgraceful and has to be
¢ metwith coordinated strike action by
. the health unions to defend our liv-
: ing standards and services.
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Unison NEC meeting shows fighting leadership is needed
Vote for socialists in the NEC elections

APRIL ASHLEY
UNISON NEC MEMBER, PERSONAL CAPACITY

he Unison National Executive :
Council (NEC) April meeting :

was the first since the Labour
government announced £5
billion cuts to disability ben-

ers as the meeting was mainly for
National Delegate Conference busi-
ness. But the NEC agreed a major
campaign against the cuts to be led
by disabled workers, with various

in Parliament Square.

I proposed that we write to all 127 :

Unison-supported MPs demand-
ing they vote against the planned

cuts. But I was frequently reminded :

by general secretary Christina McA-
nea that the union does not sponsor

Unison members on
strike in 2023 ROGERTHOMAS

ISAI MARIJERLA
SOCIALIST PARTY BLACK AND ASIAN GROUP

he TUC (Trades Union

brought together over 200

delegates and visitors to dis- :

cuss the key issues facing Black and
Asian workers in Britain.

The mood of the majority of the
delegates could not be further from
the wording of the motions that were

put forward at the conference. The :

anger against the Labour Party runs

deep, and yet none of the motions

reflected this or called for the Labour
government to oppose war, or stop
all cuts to our jobs and services.

The anger against Keir Starmer was
felt particularly during the Palestine

discussion. The conference started :

with a powerful and passionate

: them, and so she asserted that we
i cannot make any demands on them. :
: And although the leadership proudly :
claims they support Unison poli- :
cies - although seemingly not in :
¢ this instance - she said we can only :
: tamely lobby them and work through :
. the union’s ineffectual Labour Link :
efits. There was little time to discuss :
this brutal attack on disabled work- :

committee.

:  The Employment Rights Bill was :
. briefly discussed as it progresses
¢ through parliament. The NEC was :
: informed that Unison fears that em- :
: ployers are trying to water down the
: bill and has put forward evidence to :
public activities, including a ‘sit out’ :

strengthen it.

However, 1 said that the delay :
i of the repeal of the 2016 Trade Un- :
: ion Act, with the 50% ballot turnout :
: threshold, was an act of betrayal by :
: Starmer’s Labour government. It was
: reported that the officers believe that :
: the Act will be repealed by the end of :

: debate on the ongoing bombard- :
: ment in Gaza and repression in the :
: West Bank. The debate discussed :
: three emergency motions on the is- :
Congress) Black members’ :
conference on 11-13 April :

sue, all unanimously voted through.

¢ The frustration towards the Labour :
: Party was so intense that even Abena :
Oppong Asare, one of the first two :
: female British Ghanaian MPs, felt :
: the need to apologise on behalf of :
: the government. She stated that for :
¢ Labour to improve, we must actively :
: push the government. One thing she :
¢ said which I agree with, is that we as :
: trade unionists have a role to play.
There was also a high number of :
: first-time delegates and speakers :
: who spoke on various motions, ap- :
. pealing for action rather than just :
: voting motions through and having :
: them in the TUC statute book. It's not :
enough to discuss the issue; the pur- :
: pose of these conferences should be :

. theyear - too late for the current pub- :

lic sector pay campaigns.

of Labour’s austerity 2.0 agenda.

: Angela Rayner

calling in army planners as strike-

breaking. This was not accepted by :
all the NEC. But because of her role :

in the bin strike, following my inter-

: vention the NEC did at least agree

Although Unison had previously :
agreed to hold a mass demonstra- :
tion against council cuts and auster- :
ity for last autumn, which was then
pushed back to spring 2025, that :
is now kicked into the long grass. I :
: proposed that we link a mass dem- :
: onstration against the cuts with the :
. welfare attacks as they are both part :

to remove her name from a motion
congratulating her on progressing
the Employment Rights Bill.

The NEC met on the day the UK
Supreme Court ruling came out at-
tacking trans rights. We heard this
announcement at the end of the
meeting and so the NEC did not
immediately issue a statement re-

¢ flecting Unison’s policy on trans
: equality and fighting transphobia.
. Unison should be calling out the Su-
The NEC agreed to send a message of :
: solidarity to the Unite Birmingham :
bin dispute as a very important dis- :
pute for the whole trade union move- :
ment. I characterised Labour deputy :
prime minister Angela Rayner’s role :
: we need a fighting NEC and general

preme Court judgement as a clear at-
tack on trans rights, reaffirming the
union’s commitment to protecting
trans rights and ensuring trans work-
ers’ safety in the workplace.

All these issues demonstrate why

secretary, not one that kowtows to
the Labour government.

BIacI; workers at the Iforefront of the
Barts NHS strikes in 2023 JAMES IVENS

TUC Black members conference: “We want a serious discussion on the fighthack’

locally.

: Trade unions should lead the

fight against racism

to agree on action and to campaign :
on it in trade union branches and :
! in tactics and programme to end op-
: pression and how to cut across sup-
: portfor far-right ideas.

The conference discussed many is- :
sues, but two main topics were fight- :
ing far-right ideas, as well as racism :
and sexism in workplaces and soci- :
ety. The impact of the 2024 summer :
riots was felt during the debate on :
the composite motion on anti-rac- :
ism campaigning and challenging :
. therise of the far right. :

The mood of the conference was a :
show of solidarity, strength and sup- :
port. The idea that we are not alone :
in this struggle. This is much needed :
in the day-to-day battle against rac- :
ism and sexism. But outside the con-
ference, delegates were expressing :
dissatisfaction about just discussing :

issues on which we all agree - we
should also discuss the differences

In his speech, Paul Nowak, gen-
eral secretary of the TUC, focused
on the TUC’s anti-racism manifes-
to. He said: “Reform does not, has
not and never will represent the in-
terest of working-class people. It’s
down to our movement to show Re-
form is no friend of working-class
people”

Yes, we agree - but the TUC is not
showing the way to do this. With over
6.5 million workers, the TUC is the
biggest workers’ organisation in Brit-
ain - and as the Socialist Party says,
it can and must lead an anti-racist,
united workers’ fightback to cut
across the divisions that are created
by the capitalist system.

Please vote for the
following socialist
candidates:

@ April Ashley - Black
members female seat (standing
for re-election)

© Balaka Fell-Holden -
London reserved seat

© Jim McFarlane - Scotland
general seat

© Eve Miller - West Midlands
reserved seat

@ Adrian O’Malley - Health
general seat

© Amy Sage - Police,
Probation and Cafcass female
seat

© Ellie Waple - Disabled
members female seat

Please also vote for other can-
didates standing for a fighting
union:

© James Robinson - North
West general seat

@ Candidates on the “Time for
real Change’ list standing in
other seats

Join the fightback

JOIN THE
SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
® orcall 02089888777 , a
® or text your name and

postcode to 07958 032071 /5

to find out more today! )

Get all the latest
union news

=3\ nationalsho
"')/stewarllsngtwnrk

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

Usdaw ADM

Build a union that delivers what members
need - No hlank cheque for Lahour

SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS IN USDAW

etail and distribution union
Usdaw’s Annual Delegate
Meeting (ADM) in Black-
pool this year takes place ten

months since the fall of 14 :

years of Tory rule, with a Labour gov-
ernment which many Usdaw mem-
bers hoped would bring relief after
years of austerity and worsening liv-
ing standards.

But while Usdaw leaders sup-
ported Starmer, Socialist Party mem-

bers warned whose side the Labour :
government would be on. One of its :
first acts, cutting the winter fuel al- :

lowance, has set the tone. Usdaw

members voted last year to call on :

the incoming government to scrap

the two-child benefit cap, but Starm- :

er kept it and suspended MPs who

voted against. Labour betrayed the :
WASPI women pensioners and now :
attacks disability benefit claimants. :

Massive cuts are proposed to govern-
ment departments, council cuts con-
tinue, and privatisation is extended
in the NHS. Meanwhile, chancellor
Rachel Reeves decided to ‘soften’ her
approach to non-dom tax evaders.

in 2024, UK billionaires’ combined
wealth went up by £35 million a day!

This is what is meant when Labour :

declares it is a ‘strong voice for busi-
ness’ and that ‘Labour has changed!

Retail workers under attack

The climate is not looking rosy for re- :

tail and distribution workers either.
The key December month saw retail

sales fall by 0.3% rather than the 0.4% :

growth that had been projected.

Retail workers know from experi-
ence that bosses will try to cut our
jobs, hold back pay, and close stores
to protect their profits.

Retail store closures increased by :

28% from 2023 to 2024, according to
the Centre for Retail Research, with
projections made in January that
17,000 stores could close this year.
Usdaw-organised

workers in

: Sainsbury’s are facing 3,000 job cuts :
¢ and café closures. Morrisons is clos- :
: ing 17 convenience stores and shut- :
: ting 52 cafés, while 400 jobs are to go :
¢ in Tesco and Sunday premiums have :
: been scrapped.
Members will be looking for a :
: response from the newly elected :
: general secretary, Joanne Thomas. :
: The previous leadership’s model of :
. partnership/tripartite-working will :
: be especially unable to deliver for :
: members in the more stormy pe- :
: riod of global economic convulsion :
: ability benefits cuts. Four, including

In the snap election called as a re- :
sult of the sudden resignation of the :
: general secretary and deputy gen- :
eral secretary, in order to raise the :
: fighting programme that is needed, :
supporters of the union’s Broad Left :
* met and decided to put forward So-
cialist Party member Scott Jones for :
deputy general secretary, after other :
candidates without the necessary :
: fighting stance had already declared. :
: But unfortunately, with the short :
timescales, Scott didn’t receive the :
: required number of nominations to :
: geton the ballot paper. :

ahead.

No wonder Oxfam reported that : Weetabix strike
* Usdaw members will need to be in a :
: position to take industrial action in :
: order to win the pay rises and condi- :
: tions we deserve and our employers :
* can certainly afford. We send soli- :
darity to our members at Weetabix,
: who have taken strike action on pay :
- showing that Usdaw members are :
: prepared to take action if the union :
: gives alead. :
That’s why Usdaw members will :
: be outraged that the pledge to re- :
: peal the Tories’ 2016 anti-union law :
: has still not been carried out. This :
¢ includes the undemocratic 50% bal- :
¢ lot turnout thresholds. The crisis at :
Scunthorpe steelworks shows how :
: legislation could be rushed through : USdZ\_N ‘Activist’ ADM fringe
: parliament in 24 hours, so why did it :
: take 97 days to publish ‘Making Work :
i Pay’ proposals, themselves watered :
down from the original ‘New Deal for :

: Usdaw, like many trade unions, has a

: perately need a new mass party on
. asocialist programme as an alterna-
: tive to the pro-big business parties,

¢ facturing, and retail, should be as

Working People’? Usdaw should de-
mand no more time is lost and they
are repealed immediately.

Political voice

parliamentary group of MPs it works
with to raise issues in parliament. Us-
daw members should demand that
those MPs argue for the policies our
members have adopted at ADM.

Of the Usdaw parliamentary group
of MPs, only one, Navendu Mishra,
has committed to vote against dis-

Usdaw parliamentary group secre-
tary Helen Dallimore and vice-chair
Connor Rand, co-signed a letter sup-
porting the cuts!

The disillusionment being felt by
many who voted for an end to the To-
ries is fuelling the cynical attempt by
Nigel Farage’s Reform UK to fill the
vacuum.

Usdaw members urgently need
both a strong industrial muscle to
challenge the bosses and a political
voice to challenge their representa-
tives in parliament. Workers des-

which includes Starmer’s Labour. As
a step towards this, we need to back
trade union-based candidates who
will stand up and consistently fight
for our interests, whether they are in
Labour or not.

There is no reason why workers in
vital sectors like the supermarkets,
food and pharmaceutical manu-

low paid as many of our members
are. We need to boldly face up to
this new period, and challenge the
bosses for the pay and conditions
we deserve.

meeting

Monday 5 May 12.30-1.30pm
Melville Hotel, 70-72 Adelaide Street,
Blackpool, FY1 4LA

Don’t forget to vote in
the PGS president and
NEG elections!

We need a bold, socialist leadership to fight
Starmer and Reeves’s £2 hillion axe

Vote Marion Lloyd for PCS president and for a
fighting, democratic NEC

Post your ballot paper before Wednesday 7 May, to ensure it is counted by
the 9 May closing date. Broad Left Network candidates, including Socialist
Party members, are standing as part of a coalition for change.

Defend and improve pensions

union laws

Fight for every job. No to increases in workload
Inflation-proof pay rises that win back what we have lost
Defend flexible and hybrid working. No quotas or office closures

End privatisation. Bring outsourced work back in-house
Stamp out inequality and discrimination in the workplace
Repeal Tory 50% turnout thresholds immediately, and all anti-trade

@ For PCS and the trade union movement to lead the fight against
racism and war. Demand jobs and homes, not racism!

©® No to climate injustice - decarbonisation with no worker left behind

@ For a political voice that represents the interests of members

See ‘PCS must fight Starmer’s cuts’ at socialistparty.org.uk and bln.org.uk
for more on the fighting stand in this year’s PCS leadership elections.

Scan here for the full
slate of left candidates

Tower Hamlets support staff strike to save jobs

HUGO PIERRE
UNISON MEMBER AND TOWER HAMLETS SOCIALIST
PARTY

: made any provision for how reducing
: the total number of teaching assis-
: tants by a third will affect the chil-

* dren’s education.

Unison, GMB and National Educa-
tion Union members at St Luke’s :
primary school in Tower Hamlets :
are taking joint strike action to fight :
eight teaching assistant redundan- :
cies. Teaching assistants have taken :
four days of strike action. The jobs :
are crucial to keeping students and :
staff safe. :

The school managers have chosen :
to spend extra money on manage- :
ment posts for the school but haven't :

: i
A sies
R | 24

HUGO PIERRE.

The school has a high proportion
of children with EHCP (Education,
Health and Care Plans) to support
their special needs. It is these chil-
dren that will be most affected by
these cuts.

Teachers face an increasing work-
load because of these cuts.

The union members are continu-
ing their joint fight for jobs to se-
cure a safer school for children and
staff.
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Birmingham trade unionists meet to support
the bin workers and fight the cuts ‘

NICK HART
BIRMINGHAM SOCIALIST PARTY

trade unionists and cam- :
paigners from across Bir- :
mingham gathered on :

Saturday 26 April at a meeting hosted :
by West Midlands NSSN (National :
Shop Stewards Network) to discuss :
how a victory for the ongoing bin :
strike could help turn the tide on :

council cuts as a whole.

Members of Unison, the National :
Education Union, PCS civil service :
union, Equity and students attended. :
Messages of support were received :
from Fire Brigades Union and Musi- :
cians’ Union branches, and mem-
bers of the Communication Workers :

Union.

Kicking off the meeting were :
speakers from Unite, the union rep- :
resenting Birmingham'’s striking bin :

workers.

A bin worker told us about the real :
reasons behind the strike. Pointing :
out that they're in the same boat as :
many key workers, he said: “How :
can you justify taking £8,000 off peo- :
ple who keep society functioning? :
There’s doctors and teachers facing :
the same. The people who keep the :
: militant, than we are proud to be :
called militants” He explained how :
: despite the ‘bankruptcy’ there’s :
money there, both on the coun- :
cil’s books and in wider society, to :
fund services. He told the meeting :

wheels on the bus turning.”

Unite national lead officer Onay :

Kasab made it clear the union

makes no apologies for bringing its :
members out on strike. “If defend- :
ing working people makes you a :

Stop Press: Birmingham council attacks bin drivers too

As we go to press, Labour-run Birmingham City Council has stepped up attacks
on its bin workers. Already, 170 bin workers faced plans to downgrade their role,
inflicting a pay cut worth thousands. Now around 200 bin drivers now face the
same, an £8,000 pay cut.

All the council trade unions and the wider trade union movement have an
important role to play, including organising solidarity mobilisations to bin worker
picket lines.

that Unite has a policy of calling on :
councils to set no-cuts budgets that :
meet the needs of working-class :

communities.
NSSN national chair Rob Wil-
liams underlined this.

need across the trade union move-
ment now is that if we have Labour
councils and a government that act

¢ like Tories, then we treat them like
: Tories”
“What we :

Representing actors’ union Equity,

Tracy Biggs talked about the scale of
arts cuts and what this means for jobs
in the city, saying: “For the joy that
the arts bring, it’s time to move from
resilience to resistance. Arts jobs are

¢ real jobs.”

The meeting also heard from peo-

: ple involved in community cam-
: paigns against the planned ‘social
¢ cleansing’ of the Ladywood and Dru-
: ids Heath housing estates, as well as
: local library campaigner and food
: project volunteer Ann Marie Gal-
: lagher, who told us that: “We are sick
: offilling the holes in the social fabric”.

Independent councillor Martin

: Brooks sent greetings, after being
: kicked out of the Labour group on
¢ Birmingham City Council for voting
: against cuts to local libraries and day
: centres.

: ‘We have to fight’

: Socialist former MP and council-
lor Dave Nellist made the point that
: councillors like Martin can’t be left
¢ to fight on their own. “Ahead of next
: year’s elections we have to find work-
i ers with the same guts as the bin
: workers to stand for the council and
: take on the commissioners”.

The meeting resolved to organise

i a further conference to begin prepa-
| rations for next year’s council elec-
| : tions. We called on local trade union
¢ branches to invite council candidates
: to come and explain their positions
: on public service cuts. Specifically,
: whether they would be prepared to
¢ support a no-cuts ‘people’s’ budget
¢ and make campaigning to win back
¢ fundingstolen by central government
: the number one issue in the run-up
¢ to and following these elections. We
: need a slate of genuinely anti-auster-
¢ ity working-class candidates on the
: ballot paper in every part of the city.

Sheffield bin strikers say:
‘Veolia: Clean up your act!”

ALISTAIRTICE
SHEFFIELD SOCIALIST PARTY

The strike by Veolia bin workers in
Sheffield, members of Unite, fighting
for union recognition, is now enter- :

ing its tenth month.

striking Birmingham bin workers.

That was followed by a visit to the :
Lumley Street depot picket by Unite :
union general secretary Sharon Gra- :
ham, who promised an escalation :

i of action both in Sheffield and
: internationally.

Since then, the leverage campaign
targeting Veolia’s multinational
headquarters in Paris has been

in French, “Veolia: Clean up your
act!” At the same time, the public-
ity campaign in Sheffield has been
ramped up.

Most effective has been a bit of
France or Birmingham coming to
Sheffield on the picket line. Pickets,
wearing Veolia CEO masks, have
started ‘slow walking’ in front of the

- 3

; ﬂEPQRT_,_
THE STRIKE

A

: depot gates, preventing the bin wag-
. ons from leaving on several mornings,
: delaying and disrupting refuse collec-
: tion by several hours. The first time
: resulted in 7,000 bins being ‘dropped’
: that day, meaning not collected.

The police presence has increased,

: and ‘Veolia - Private Property’ signs
: have gone up, with a white line paint-
¢ ed across the depot entrance to de-
: fine their private property. But so far
: the disruption has continued, put-
! ting more pressure on Veolia and the
: council to resolve this dispute.
: stepped up, with huge visual displays :
¢ on prestigious buildings demanding,
Resolve remains firm among the :
strikers, whose morale has been
boosted by a recent solidarity visit :
by French CGT trade unionists and :

The ‘Private Property’ sign should

: say ‘Privatised Property’ because
: the council's waste management
: contract was outsourced to Veolia in
: 2001 and runs till 2038! The Socialist
Party, whose members have support-
: ed the strike from day one, believes
: that bringing the waste contract back
: in-house should be a key demand of
: a people’s budget to be campaigned
. for by Sheffield Trades Council.

1| PHOTO: ALISTAIRTICE

Hit Uber in the profits on 1 May

SHEILA CAFFREY
BRISTOL SOCIALIST PARTY

seen shares rise 159% over the last

increase to between 35-45% - mon-

workers.

which would barely cover the costs.

enough!

Uber drivers in Bristol were invited :
to a corporate event with an Uber :

: CEO. They decided to lobby the event
i and ask the CEO some questions.
1 About 100 drivers protested outside,
While Uber reports profits of $10 bil- :
lion last year and shareholders have :
: were invited, apparently they weren’t
five years, Uber drivers have seen the :
commission taken by the company :
with shareholders, and they have
ey stolen from them every ride! It’s :
quite clear where this massive profit :
rise has come from: by squeezing the :
: looks for more ways to make profit,

Itis far from being an easy job. One :
driver reports having been on a shift :
all night but only doing two journeys :
for the total of £14. From this they :
would need to pay insurance, petrol, :
money towards the annual licence, :
and other general motor costs. An- :
other driver told us about one job re- :
quest: an hour and a halfride of over :
90 miles was being offered for £25, :
¢ and many started to discuss the need

It is no wonder drivers are strug- :
gling to pay their bills, are working :
all the hours they can, and have had
: switch their apps off and picket the

but when some tried to enter, the
doors were locked. Even though they

welcome.
Uber is an international company

deep pockets they want to fill. They
don’t care that drivers can’t afford
to pay their rent. Instead, Uber just

such as forced training courses, done
in the drivers’ own time, which they
pay £35 for. And the threat dangles
over drivers’ heads - if anyone steps
out of line - the suspension of the
drivers’ app. No explanation, no
discussion!

Bristol drivers felt their collective
strength on 25 April (strong enough
for an Uber CEO to lock the doors!)

to join a union. They’re going to join
the national ‘shutdown’ day of action
on Thursday 1 May, where they’ll all

Uber offices. Hitting Uber where it
hurts: in their profits!

Get all the latest union news...

nationalshop
stewardsnetwork

with the
NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net
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International Trotskyist theoretician
and fighter for sociali

t is with great sadness that we :
announce the passing of Peter :
Taaffe, who after a long illness :
died on 23 April 2025. The loss of :
Peter is a big blow to the working- :
class movement and Trotskyism in- :
ternationally. Since becoming active :
in the revolutionary movement in :
1960, Peter made an indispensable
contribution, both theoretically and :
practically to the hard graft neces- :
sary to build a revolutionary party :
and international. Peter was a lead- :
ing member of the International :
Secretariat of the Committee for a :
Workers’ International (CWI), Politi- :
cal Secretary of the Socialist Party in :
England and Wales, and for many :

years its general secretary.

Characteristically, Peter fought a :
determined battle against numer- :
ous illnesses in recent years, which :
allowed him to enjoy his final years :
a little longer. On behalf of the CWI :
throughout the world and the Social- :
ist Party in England and Wales, we :
send our heartfelt condolences to :
Peter’s wife Linda, daughters Nancy :
and Katie, his grandchildren and :
great-grandson, and all his family :

and friends.

Coming from Birkenhead, and

SI

: an extremely poor working-class :
: background, Peter found his way to :
: Marxism and revolutionary politics. :
: Never going to university, work- :
¢ ing for Liverpool City Council for a :
: time, he educated himself through :
: the revolutionary movement and :
: experience. Well versed in litera-
ture as well as Marxism, he was not
: what is often perceived in some
: circles as a stereotypical theoreti-
: cian coming from a petty bourgeois :
background. As a result, Peter was :
. an inspiration, especially to those
: not from an academic or petty :
: bourgeois background themselves :
: - he demonstrated what those from :
. a working-class background can be
: capable of theoretically and cultur-
: ally. One of Peter’s strengths was
. that he never lost touch with the
- working class and oppressed as a :
: workers’ leader. He continued to
. feel the pain and suffering they ex- :
: perienced. One of the greatest pub- :
: lic orators of his generation, with a :
¢ distinctive Merseyside accent and :
: speaking style, Peter was able to :
! immediately connect with audienc-
: es small and large. Peter summed :
: up the horrors of capitalism and :
: the struggles of the working class,

explaining Marxist ideas in an ac- :

cessible manner.

Entering the movement

Initially, Peter examined the Social-
ist Labour League, later the Workers :
Revolutionary Party, led by Gerry :
: Healy at the time, but was repelled :
by the ingrained combination of its :
: ultra-leftism and opportunism and :
: its methods. Peter subsequently :
: joined the forerunner of Militant, :
Socialist Fight, a small Trotskyist :
: group largely comprised of workers, :
whose journal appeared infrequent- :
¢ ly. In Birkenhead and Merseyside, he :
was to participate in the building of :
¢ the Young Socialists, intervening in :
: many strikes and battles, including :
: the apprentices strike in 1964, along :
: with other activists. :
One of Peter’s important early :
: theoretical contributions was, to- :
i gether with others, developing a :
clear Marxist analysis of the Cuban :
revolution that overthrew the Batista :
dictatorship in 1959. This event was *
: to see some on the Trotskyist and :
: revolutionary left disorientated and :
mesmerised by Castro and his vic- :
torious guerrilla forces, resulting in :
¢ their advocacy of the false methods :

: of guerrillaism as a path towards the
: socialist transformation of society.

The group preceding Militant was

. a somewhat ramshackle affair in-
: volving, amongst others, Ted Grant,
¢ the Deane brothers Jimmy and Ar-
: thur, and Keith Dickinson, but it had
¢ alargely working-class membership.
¢ Grant had played a key role in the
¢ Trotskyist movement, analysing the
: new world situation that unfolded in
: the post-Second World War period.
: However, he was not an organiser
: or party builder. In an increasingly
: more favourable situation, Peter was
¢ decisive in turning the organisation
. around and seizing the opportunities
: which developed.

In the early 1960s the group was

: mainly based in Liverpool, London,
: Tyneside, and some other cities. Re-
: sources were few and far between.
¢ Originally still on Merseyside when
Militant was launched in 1964, with
. himself as editor, Peter moved to
. London. Herculean efforts were re-
: quired, largely driven by Peter. At
one stage, as he would recount, hav-
: ing moved to London he slept under
: the desk in the office for a period.

: »»» CONTINUED ON P8
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‘Wages’ were paid intermittently - :
depending on if enough money had :
been raised. Later, together with :
others, Peter helped effectively re- :
construct a building, bought after a :
fundraising drive, in Bethnal Green
where drains were dug, walls erected, :
and floors laid.

This demonstration of backbreak- :
ing determination to overcome all :
odds was characteristic of Peter and :
was essential in allowing Militant to :
take decisive steps forward into the :
1970s. He was determined to seek :
every opportunity to build our forces :
while, at the same time, defending :
and developing the programme of :
Marxism. This was demonstrated in :
many discussions Peter had with ac-
tivists, and sometimes with workers’ :
leaders, in Britain and internationally. :

The 1960s saw important changes
in the situation in Britain and inter- :

nationally. Following the Campaign :

for Nuclear Disarmament (CND),

there came the anti-Vietham war :

movement, the Civil Rights move-

ment of Black Americans and the :

Black Panthers, the French general

strike, and the upheavals in what was :
then Czechoslovakia in 1968, and the :

revolutionary upheavals in Asia, Afri-

ca, and Latin America. In Britain, the
experience of Harold Wilson'’s Labour :

government, especially its ‘In Place
of Strife’ anti-trade union proposals,
produced a growing shop steward-

led opposition. These were all an- :

ticipations of even greater events and

upheavals in the class struggle in the :

1970s. These developments provided

a wider audience, both of existing ac- :
tivists and those looking for answers :
and a way in which to be politically :
. Internationalist :
Supporters of Militant in the 1960s :
: increasingly clashed with the leader- :
ship of the United Secretariat of the :
Fourth International (USFI) around :
people like Ernest Mandel and Pierre :
Frank. In 1965, our group in Britain
¢ was effectively expelled from this in- :
. ternational. The differences related to :
crucial questions on the revo- :
lutions in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, the then Si- :
no-Soviet split, and the per- :
spectives and programme :
for the working class in Eu- :
rope, the US, and elsewhere. :
Peter played a prominent :
role in those debates and :
was a delegate, alongside Ted :
Grant, at the World Congress :
that downgraded Militant’s :

active.

Against this background, which in- :

cluded the beginning of an increase

in class struggle and political radi- :
calisation in Britain, in 1970 support- :
ers of Militant won a majority in the :
Labour Party Young Socialists (LPYS). :

At that stage it was a shell of an or-
ganisation. It began to grow through

qudwater
British Guiana
Young Socialists
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: our activity and ideas. Under the :
: leadership of Militant supporters, it :
was to be transformed as an organisa- :
tion and grew to approximately 10,000 :
members, mainly of young workers. :
Peter’s great capacity here was in how :
he systematically assisted and gave :
: room to younger comrades to play a :
role in developing this work and en- :
¢ couraged them. To encourage, how- :
ever, was not to simply praise them. :
Peter took up weaknesses and mis- :
takes, sometimes sharply, which was :
necessary as a revolutionary leader. :
But it was always from the point of :
view of assisting younger comrades :
to develop both themselves and the :
work. One of Peter’s great qualities :
was his ability to build teams and to :
bring the best out in those he worked :
: with. :
Peter always sought to politically :
: develop himself and others, and this
: was reflected in the large amount of :
material which Militant started to :
produce. After becoming Editor of :
: Militant, in fact the general secretary
of the Militant Tendency, he produced :
¢ regular political reports covering our :
activity and current political issues. At :
: that stage he took a particular inter- :
est in the Civil Rights movement in :
Northern Ireland, guerrillaism, and :
: the movement of Black Americans,
particularly the Black Panther Party, :
writing on all of them. Peter later :
* became a regular reviewer of books :
: bringing to the attention of readers :
newer developments and ideas and :
responding to them. But whilst look- :
* ing forward, he also saw the impor- :
tance of drawing from the past and :
¢ learning lessons from history, which :
included writing a book on the French :

Revolution.

dage 4

status.

international

other comrades

Later, Peter played a cen-
tral role in taking the decisive :
steps towards building a new :
organisation, :
which would be founded in :
1974 as the CWI. He was to :
play a crucial role along with :
frequently :
travelling to help form what :
were to become sections of the :
CWI. He initiated the political :
intervention we made in Ire- :
land in the late 1960s and early :

1970s to win support for our pro- :
gramme and played a crucial role in :
developing the CWI's unique position :

: on the national question there and :

i elsewhere. This entailed making trips
¢ to Derry and Belfast during the height
. of the armed conflict. On one occa-
: sion he had to abandon his speech

: and the large meeting at a university :
: tant had won a dominant position in
: the Labour Party in Liverpool. Even-

¢ campus as a bomb exploded nearby.
:  His theoretical contribution on the

: national question has been amongst :
: his most important, not only in Ire- :
¢ so far, in Burope, with an overwhelm-
¢ ingly working-class membership and
: record of struggle.

As Peter would emphasise, this was : .

: Mass campaigns :
Through the positions that had been :
* conquered, mass campaigns were ini- :
tiated. Two of these, above all, reflect-
ed the support that had been won. :
: The battle between Thatcher and :
¢ Liverpool City Council in the mid- :
: 1980s, and then the struggle against :
: the hated ‘poll tax’ involving millions, :
: which led to the defeat of Thatcher. In :
: these struggles Peter demonstrated :
not only the theoretical capacities he :
had but also his strong grasp of adroit :
tactics, initiatives and strategy dur- :
! ing important struggles, and a princi- :
: pled Marxist approach to politics. He :
: was especially sensitive to the mood :
: and outlook of workers. Above all, :
: he demonstrated a great flexibility :
¢ both politically and organisationally, :
: without ever abandoning a principled :

. land but also in Sri Lanka, the Span-
: ish state, Israel/Palestine, the Balkans
: and the former USSR, and Scotland.

: not the work of one person but of col-

: lective discussion. However, in any :

: team certain players have a crucial

: role. Initially, Peter’s role and pres- :
: ence was crucial in countries like Ire- :

: land, Greece, Sri Lanka, India, Spain,
South Africa and later elsewhere.

At the same time as undertaking :

this international work, Peter steered
: Militant’s growth and development
: in Britain. In Britain in the 1970s and

: 1980s, events, especially the rise in :
: the class struggle and political radi- :
: calisation, allowed Militant to build :

. a much larger base amongst impor-
: tant sections of the working class. At
: that time, the radicalisation inside
: the Labour Party allowed Militant to
: play a big role and block, until the
* mid-1980s, the attempts of the pro-
: capitalist right-wing of the party from

: any decisive victory in the struggle be- :
: tween the left and the right. In some :
¢ areas of the country, to a greater or :

: lesser extent, Militant was the back-
: bone of the left within the Labour
. Party. This was later repeated to an

extent in some of the trade unions. :
: Through the support we had won in
: the Labour Party, three supporters of :
¢ Militant - Pat Wall in Bradford, Dave
: Nellistin Coventry and Terry Fields in

Liverpool - were elected as MPs. Mili-

tually Militant was able to build the
largest Trotskyist organisation seen,

Marxist position.

From the early 1980s, the Labour
Party leadership was taking a right- :
: ward lurch, especially under the :
! treacherous guidance of Neil Kin- :
* nock. Initially, it was the five members :

“One of the

! greatest public

orators of his

. generation, with
: adistinctive

: Merseyside

: accent and

. speaking style,
: Peter was able
: to immediately
: connect with

. audiences small
: and large”
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of the Militant Editorial Board, in- :
cluding Peter, who were expelled in :
1983, but then hundreds more faced :
the same fate for putting forward a :
socialist programme. In Liverpool, :
following an epic struggle against the :
Thatcher government, from 1986 Mil- :
itant supporters began to be driven :
out of the party, while the councillors :
were surcharged and removed from :
office. The LPYS was emasculated as a :
campaigning organisation in 1987. By :
the end of the 1980s and early 1990s :
the expulsions sped up. :

One crucial issue that arose during :
the poll tax struggle centred on the :
question of the MPs who supported
Militant - should they refuse to pay :
their personal poll tax? The threat of :
expulsion from the Labour Party was :
posed and the loss of the parliamen- :
tary positions. This was to become the :
harbinger of a political struggle which :
developed in Militant and the CWI.

International Trotskyist theoretician and fighter for socialism

77

i

Five members
of the Militant
Editorial Board,

. including Peter,

e =y '

EXPEL THE TORIES
NOT THE SOCIALISTS
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: arguing so persuasively that he won :
: the motion on the superiority of so- :
: cialism to capitalism. :

¢ changes afoot was in many respects :
: one of Peter’s most important politi- :
cal contributions. It enabled the CWI
: to prepare for the new world situation :

consciousness. New stresses and
strains developed within the CWI. A
section, frustrated with the situation,
began to seek short cuts, opportun-

Peter was adamant that MPs could were expelled from : Changing world : . and intervene in it. : istically capitulated to the pressures
not demand that millions refuse to : theLabourParty : By the end of the 1980s and early : Peter at the same time was self- : of identity politics, and turned away
pay and face the threat of imprison- : in1983 ¢ 1990s, the world situation was in the : ¢ critical. Often, he would ask his col- : from the organised working class. This
ment for doing so but then pay it : PHOTO: SOCIALISTPARTY : process of going through a funda- : : laborators, “What would Trotsky doin : eventually led to another split in the

themselves to keep their seats in par- :
liament. This policy was eventually :
accepted but was opposed by Grant :
and some others in Militant’s leader- :
ship at the time. A witch-hunt ensued
as Militant supporters were expelled :
for opposing the poll tax and support- :
ing non-payment. Terry Fields MP :
went to prison and was expelled from :
the Labour Party.

During the witch-hunt, Peter ap- :
peared on numerous television :
programmes like Face the Press, :
Panorama, and others, debating with
both left- and right-wing leaders of :
the labour movement. The workers’ :
movement was the natural environ- :
ment for Peter and the ideas of Mili- :
tant, nevertheless, in later years he :
debated at the elite Oxford Union, :

: mental change. This was to have a di- :
: rect impact on the revolutionary left :
. and the CWI The new situation ne- :
: cessitated a reappraisal of the world :
: situation, tasks and tactics needed to :
¢ build a revolutionary party. This was !
: not a straightforward task. Yet these :
i changesrevealed a crucial quality that :
: Peter embodied: an openness to see :
¢ changes taking place and being ready !
. to adapt to them. He would often say :
: thatrepetition of a formula which had :
: become outmoded was not enough :
¢ and became a danger. Thus, he and !
: others were open to the possibility of :
* capitalist restoration in Eastern Eu-
: rope in the 1980s, especially following :
Thatcher’s visit to Poland in 1988, an
: issue discussed at a CWI World Con- :
. gress at the end of that year. :

This perspective was to be vindi-

i cated as events unfolded throughout :
: Eastern Europe and then in the former :
: USSR in 1991-92. Peter was to lead :
: the majority in the CWI recognising :
: capitalist restoration had taken place :
: and exploring the consequences that :
: flowed from this. Grant and a minor- :
: ity in the CWI insisted on clinging to :
¢ an outmoded formula and denied re- :
: ality, even though Trotsky had raised :
: the possibility of the USSR collapsing :
into capitalism in his book Revolution :
: Betrayed in the 1930s. :

Concretely, the processes at work :

: were also reflected in the British La- :
¢ bour Party and the social-democratic :
: parties and many ‘Communist’ par- :
| : ties internationally. It required a :

: change of position and the adoption :
. of what was termed the ‘open turn’ :
| : - no longer working in the social- :
: democracy but building independ- :
: ent revolutionary parties. This arose :
: from the bourgeoisification of the :
: social-democratic parties. Grant and :

¢ this situation?” He felt Trotsky would :
: have been severely critical of Militant :
¢ for not launching an ‘open turn’ at :
. the height of the poll tax movement :
: or even earlier when we were driven :
¢ from the Labour Party in Liverpool.

: 1990s
: The 1990s was a testing time for revo- :
¢ lutionaries. The obstacles and dif- :
¢ ficulties that arose from the collapse :
. of the Stalinist states were immense. :
: Support for socialist ideas for a period :
¢ was thrown back. Conflicts and wars :
: erupted along with struggles of youth :
- and workers. The wars in the former :
: Yugoslavia and the break-up of the :
: former USSR saw Peter again produce :
! important material dealing with the :
: national question in these areas. He :
: was to play a crucial role in analysing :
: these events and developments. In- :
. ternationally he continued his work. :
¢ Peter helped initiate discussions with :
¢ other political tendencies to exchange :
: experiences and to see whether there :
: was a political basis for joint activ- :
¢ ity. In the 1990s and 2000s he visited :
: many countries in Europe and further :
afield, including Russia, Kazakhstan, :
: the US, Chile, Brazil, India, Pakistan, :
* Sri Lanka, and South Africa, to assist :
¢ with the work. :

¢ The objective situation, although :
: explosive by the time of the “Great :
: Recession” in 2008 and afterwards, :
: was still complicated due to the weak- :
: ness or lack of political organisations :
: of the working class and its political :

|

N

CWIL.

Again, Peter showed his grasp of
what lay behind this development,
which again reflected changes and
complexities in the objective situ-

i ation. In both the major divisions
: within the CWI, the opponents ini-
: tially tried to evade the political dif-

ferences that emerged. They hid
behind claims of an alleged inner-
party ‘regime, attacking Peter for al-
leged ‘intolerance; echoing a point
repeatedly featured by some of our
political opponents and the class en-
emy. Political debate was in fact rife
inside the CWI from its foundation
onwards, with many discussions on,
for example, the national question
in Sri Lanka, the character of the In-
dian ruling class, perspectives for the
European Union and euro, the class
character of China, globalisation,
plus the abandonment of building a
revolutionary party by some Scottish
members who themselves eventu-
ally left the international, Marxist
economic theory and the tendency
of the rate of profit to fall, and other
issues.

For Peter, occasional sharp ex-
changes were political not personal.
Our opponents on the left and the

. right are certain to feature this and

similar issues. In doing so they only
demonstrate their lack of substance,
seeking refuge in incidental issues to
avoid the cardinal political questions

»»» CONTINUED ON P10

Mass campaigns
. led by Militant

: - Liverpool City

: Council in 1980s
. (left) and against
: the Poll Tax in the

: his supporters rejected this, arguing
: this was “a threat to forty years’ work’,
. and that “the revolutionary party in
: Britain will be built through the trade
: unions and Labour Party - there is
: no other way in Britain” These dif-

ferences culminated in a split in the : early 1990s (right)
: CWI in 1992. Adjusting to this entirely : - both defeated

: changed world situation and being : Thatcher

¢ sufficiently aware and open to see the  PHOTO: SOCIALISTPARTY
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pETER TAAFFE International Trotskyist theoretician and fighter for socialism

»»» CONTINUED FROM P9

: MP and Cabinet minister Jonathan
. Aitkin boarded the plane. Aitkin
: put his briefcase in the overhead
: locker which then was about to
: crash down onto him. Peter sitting
" : behind him leapt up and grabbed
: the case. Unbeknown to Aitkin,
: injury was prevented by a leading
. Trotskyist! Peter lamented at the
: time that he would have liked to
: have spoken to Aitkin just to grasp
: a little more of what our opponents
are made. Similarly, in 2016 when
: visiting BBC studios for a televised
¢ discussion with former left-wing
: journalist Paul Mason, he engaged
in conversation with right-wing
: Tory Brexiteer John Redwood, who
¢ confided to Peter that if then prime
: minister David Cameron lost the
¢ EU referendum, he was “toast”!
¢ Sadly, our movement has lost Pe-
: ter and his larger-than-life drive and
: enthusiasm. However, his contribu-
: tion will remain in what he leaves
: behind politically and theoretically,
: including the many articles and
: books he wrote, which are an invalu-
: able resource for future generations
: entering struggle and discovering

involved. He was aware of the ac- :
cusations of ‘intolerance’ and ‘au- :
thoritarian’ attitudes, and answered :
them in writing on occasions, where :
he pointed out that such accusations :
were nothing new. The same denun- :
ciations were levelled at Lenin and :
other revolutionary socialists.

Many lives :
Peter lived not one but many lives. :
Devoted to the working class and :
revolutionary politics, he neverthe- :
less also had other pursuits and an :
intensely human side. Peter, as a '
revolutionary leader, with the com- :
mitment, time and sacrifice neces- :
sary over decades of struggle, was the :
first to recognise the incredible sup- :
port he needed from his family. He :
received that support in the bucket- :
ful, especially from his wife and com- :
rade, Linda, a leading member of the
Socialist Party herself, his daughters :
Nancy and Katie, and the rest of their :
family. :

Always concerned about the wel- :
fare and personal situation of those :

involved in the struggle, Peter was : : the socialist and Marxist ideas that
attached to the life of human beings. : : can change the world. Peter’s lasting
Ever keen to engage with humanity : :  His passion for football and his be- : The Militant team at one stage played : ¢ contribution also remains in the de-
in all its guises, and with an aston- : : loved Everton was ingrained. Match : various Labour Party clubs, including : : cisive role he played in assisting the
ishing overall knowledge, he would : ¢ of the Day was always more eagerly : the Parliamentary Labour Party, and : : political development of those who
gain and draw from all encounters : : awaited when Everton won, espe- : even some journalists on The Times : : will continue to build the CWI in his
with people from all spheres of life. : : cially against their Merseyside ri- : newspaper. Devoted to his fam- : : absence. His legacy will therefore live
He enjoyed social occasions of all : ¢ vals. When they lost, he would quip : ily and proud of their achievements, : : on - alasting testimony to the unique
kinds from the theatre to art galler- : : “it’s only a game’, in a futile attempt : he drew on this experience often in : : contribution made by Peter Taaffe to
ies and evenings in the bar with a : * to hide his bitter disappointment. In : discussions. . working class struggle and the revo-
folk group. : : the 1970s and 1980s he drove those : Always open to meet and en- : ! lutionary socialist movement.

Peter and Linda have welcomed : : working alongside him to play foot- : gage with others, including those : :
generations of revolutionary social- : : ballatlunchtimes, havingbeenause- : not involved in the struggle, he of- : : TONY SAUNOIS
ists from around the world to their : : ful footballer while at school, even : ten stated that Marxists can learn : : BOB LABI
home. Their generosity is renowned : : being picked to play for Birkenhead : something from most individuals : : HANNAH SELL
and appreciated by both longstand- : . boys at Goodison Park. The matches : in all walks of life. It was a tool for : ¢ NIALL MULHOLLAND
ing and newer members of the CWL. : : would sometimes be a continuation : him to understand and gauge soci- : : TUSENAN
Peter’s authority never affected his : : of political discussions and debates, : etyin all its varying aspects. On one : : JUDY BEISHON
ability to engage in a comradely and : ¢ issues frequently resolved in the best : occasion, flying back from a meet- : : SEANFIGG
friendly manner. : : of spirits over a beer in the local pub. : ing in Barcelona, the former Tory : ¢ INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CWI

' From iali
i ‘?* [..-:1..,.,1 World Socialism
J -“i Wi tothe

The Rise Ig;@*r | The Struggle for
Of Militant |

A

Peter’s last meeting

3 -;‘rj-"'. Socislist
i e = Parey The .
P s !::.mg?ﬂr Peter's funeral will be held on Tues-
: for World day 13 May, 2025. All who want to re-

member him and celebrate his life are
welcome.

Sir James Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road,
Woodford, Woodford Green IG8 OBG.

that dared to fight Please be there for 11.30am.
The family request that black is worn, but a

splash of red is very welcome.

LEFT Other titles include The wake will be in the same venue from

From Militant to
the Socialist Party

® Marxism in Today's World _ 2 - 5.30 pm. Drinks and savoury food will
e A Socialist World is Possible - the history be available after the service, and partici-
BOOKS of the CWI pants are encouraged to ‘bring a cake for
e 1926 General Strike - Workers Taste Power the wake’.
The bookshop of e The Masses Arise - the Great French . ,
the Socialist Party Revolution (1789-1815) No flowers, but donations in Peter's memo-
New and second-hand e Socialism and Left Unit ry can be made online:
Marxist classic books and pamphlets OC‘? sma e . y
e Empire Defeated - Vietham War, the socialistparty.org.uk/peter-taaffe-memorial-fund/

® Visit lefthooks.co.uk

lessons for today
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‘A phenomenal man
dedicated to the
cause of the workmg
class globally’

CLARE DOYLE

Peter Taaffe - a comrade and friend for 60 years, whose
funeral takes place on 13 May - was a phenomenal man! :

Coming from a poverty-stricken background in Merseyside,

he dedicated himself to the cause of the working class on : .
Peter and Alec on an international visit to South Africa in 2012 (above),
: Peter and Clare (below) PHOTOS: WEIZMAN HAMILTON AND HEATHER RAWLING
political quarters - are testament to his tremendous :

a global scale.
Tributes from far and wide - including even from hostile

ability to quickly analyse and explain new situations,
skilfully applying the basic tenets of Marxism.

Many words are still to be written in his memory and

about his legacy to all of us, especially to young people.

Peter was fond of using the famous quote about :
revolutionary youth not being trained in ballet schools.
He himself would tackle any task with great energy and :
determination from digging drains in the first premises :
we ever owned to laying the groundwork for building mass

revolutionary workers’ parties.

Numerous discussions we have had in our International :
have demonstrated the key role this renowned :

revolutionary has played throughout his life.

Peter’s quite prolonged illness, and now the closing
of the curtain on his life, throw down a challenge to the :
comrades in whose capacity he personally had enormous :
confidence - the leadership of the Socialist Party and the :

Committee for a Workers’ International.

His writings - books, articles, pamphlets - are an :
invaluable storehouse from which our movement can :
draw great lessons as the future throws down new :
challenges and new opportunities for building socialism :

worldwide.

.‘.‘*
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‘Outstanding

- |eader, tenacious

v, revolutionary’

© ALEC THRAVES

Peter’s ears would have been on fire over the past week from
: the much-deserved tributes that have poured in from Socialist
- Party/CWI members and supporters across the world.

The inevitable repetitions are a testimony to this ‘giant’

figure of modern-day Trotskyism and the outstanding leader of
: international socialist struggle.

Politically firm on Marxist principles and method but always

flexible and open to persuasion on tactics and demands, Peter
: commanded respect from allies and even staunch opponents.

For a comrade with so much authority, Peter was very

: modest personally and politically. He would never use the term
: ‘I' because it was always ‘we’, expressing the collective efforts
¢ and contributions of all comrades in the building of a socialist
: alternative to the horrors of capitalism.

His political legacy remains in the treasure chest of his

¢ Marxist writings. His easy to read literary style and forensic
analysis, particularly in the trilogy of the history of our party,
. bursts out on almost every page with the energy, determination
: and fighting spirit which Peter embodied.

As a close friend, as well as a political collaborator, | was

: fortunate enough to witness over decades, a more personal
. side to this ‘giant’ of Marxism.

His devotion to his wife and comrade Linda, his pride and

love of their kids, grandkids and most recently his excitement
: at becoming a great-grandfather epitomised the human side of
: a hardened, tenacious revolutionary.

The Taaffes’ house is renowned as an ‘open house’ which

i has welcomed dozens of comrades, old and new, over
: decades, all receiving the same five-star welcome from Peter
¢ and Linda.

Watching Match of the Day, with another Penderyn whiskey

in our hands, and his beloved Everton losing again to Liverpool,
. just highlights to me that even ‘giants’ can’t always get it right.

Cheers Peter!

‘Aninspiration and a model

KEITH DICKINSON

general secretary.

himself.

flat. He had been first contacted by Don Hughes on a

the youth work here.

More importantly, Peter was asked to go full time as :

Editor and general secretary, moving to London in 1964.
He was promised £4 a week and accommodation; neither

a flat together.

It was while living in Islington that he became friendly

: with Jeremy Corbyn, before he became an MP, encouraging
him later to speak at public events, as Peter would do with
We mourn a genuine leader in Peter Taaffe! He was :
general secretary of our party for 60 years, from a few :
months before the first issue of Militant in October 1964.
He was nominated by Jimmy Deane, his predecessor as :
general secretary, to the position as ‘Editor’, then in fact :
: Jack London - particularly the Iron Heel and the speech to

Before he quickly uprooted himself from Merseyside
to London, Peter started directing national activities. He :
brought a new dynamic to the work, and there was no :
task that he hadn’t done and was not prepared to do :

others on the left.

Peter was a model for all comrades in all aspects.
Others have related his origins from a Birkenhead council
estate, but he had already steeped himself in the works of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, and loved the writings of

the Philomaths.

He believed all comrades had great potential and
shouldn’t hesitate to push themselves forward and
speak up, to understand that they are not carving out a

career for themselves, no matter what other people may
Peter joined the party in 1960, and | remember him :
at his first branch meeting in Pat and Pauline Wall’s :

think, they owe it to their ideas to put them forward at
every opportunity. Strive to become respected elected

: leaders at all levels of the working-class movement. The
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) demonstration
in Liverpool. He threw himself into building the branch :
and became the political leader in the Labour Party Young :
Socialists, winning many to our Socialist Fight group, as
we were known. It was due to his effectiveness that the :
organisation asked me to move to London in 1962 to do :

Revolution will need you.

Peter was a great teacher, that is borne out by the
comments of all the online condolences. | worked
alongside him for over 50 years and, although being
seven years older than him, | learned from him and was
inspired consistently.

When he stepped back due to his illness, he expressed
his confidence in the experienced, political ability

and organisational skills of the current and upcoming
. leadership of the Socialist Party, nationally and regionally,
promises were kept. In fact, | think it wasn’t until Linda, his :
future wife, came down and sorted us out that they found

as well as the Committee for a Workers’ International
worldwide.

He is sadly missed by party members, and all who knew
him, and by myself - as my best friend and comrade.

Peter, Keith and Linda Taaffe SOCIALISTPARTY
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Why | joined - socialism
has rekindled my hope

JAMIE SPEKA
WEST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

I was born in the USA right before : *
9/11, and I grew up in the haze of :
the Iraq war. When I was seven, I : |
watched as the recession saw my :  °

parents struggle with job security.

After joining my parents at a party :
to celebrate Barack Obama’s elec- :
tion, we watched as he bailed out the :
bankers. My health insurance didn't :
cover a surgery for me, so L had to go :

without.

Held captive to the decisions of :
: against George Bush in the US, who led the
keep finding their social security de- :
pleting, inching towards retirement :
: would be safer gun laws, eight years

But my parents were never ones to :
sitand watch. When I was three, Iwas :
at my first anti-George Bush demon- :
: blamed crime rates on immigrants’
steps of the county courthouse to :
watch my dad play ‘Union Maid’ on :
guitar. I stood with the teachers’ un- :
ion alongside my mom to protest the :
¢ that the rich are given.

politicians and bankers, my parents

in their 70s. This is no way to live.

stration. At eight, I shuffled along the

administration.

Shooter drills

Growing up, I got used to the school-

days off school that came from un-
breathable air pollution, as the larg-

- fuelled by global warming - raged
around my town.

We staged student walkouts to :
draw attention to the environment, :
sat in protest during the national :
anthem at school, marched for the :
Black Lives Matter (BLM) move- :
ment, and looked with hopeful eyes

towards our future.

My generation was filled with
hope. But it's been systematically :
dismantled by politicians following :

the money trail.

One would think that decades :
would have made a few budges in :
the political puppeteering manoeu- :
vred by billionaires. Or maybe there :

ASTOP BUS}-_'

“OTE if you still cal

Jamie, as a kid, protesting with her parents

invasion of Iraq

on from the national school walk-
outs. Is it conceivable that five years
after BLM, the sitting president

“bad genes”?

Seeing no tangible changes can
reinforce the belief that what we do
is nothing, compared to the avenues

The solution is found in a bottom-

: up approach, that doesn’t sell de-
: mocracy to the highest bidder. A
shooter drills. The unprecedented :
: hungry world that gives the 99% no
: voice. To fight for a workers’ party,
est Californian forest fires in history :
! tive, divisive capitalist system.

solution is to do away with a money-

and to bring an end to the exploita-

Join the fightback

JOIN THE
SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
® or call 020 8988 8777 ‘
® or text your name and

postcode to 07958 032 071 /‘
to find out more today! B¢

Angie (second left) campaigning with

the Socialist Party, and our mayor
4 . candidate, Andy Hiles (second right)
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ANGIE WALLER
SOUTH YORKSHIRE SOCIALIST PARTY

the most vulnerable.

ly deprived area.

¥

AREA SRECEIVED £ TARGET 02: APRIL-JUNE 2025 DEADLINE: 30 JUNE2025 *
NorthWest | 940 ' 1,200 I [N NN [N [ I e
SouthWest 1167 2,100 [ N O I 6%

EastMidlands =~ 719 = 2,050 [N N IS5%
Wales 841 2,400 [N I I35%
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Northern 146 800 8%
Yorkshire 468 2,650 [JIB%
Southern&SE = 382 2,400 Ji6%
Eastern 190 1,300 |55
Other 708 | 2,400 [N 5%

TOTAL 7117 25,000 [ 28%E

Over 100 people stood for TUSC :
: across the country. We go to press as :
. the election campaign is ending.
The local elections come when ha- :
tred of Labour for continuing auster- :
ity has never been higher. There is :
disgust and disappointment at the :
punitive removal of winter fuel al- :
lowance for pensioners and disabil- :
ity welfare benefits, taking its toll on :

Our first stall

campaign. We sold 14 copies of the

Since the start of the campaign,
and raised £457 fighting fund on top,

stalls at the college.

| abour austerity

We have continued to have a huge
response to our stalls, with new sup-

: porters joining to help out. In fact, we
: met Stacy, one of our council elec-
tion candidates, on a Socialist Party
On 1 March, we had our first cam- :
paign stall of the Doncaster election :
: More support than expected
Socialist paper, raised £32 fighting :
fund on top. Four people asked about :
. joining the Socialist Party.

Andy Hiles is the Trade Union- :
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) :
candidate for Doncaster mayor. :
He works as a benefits advisor at a :
charity organisation called Benefit :
Buddies. He describes in our weekly :
Socialist Party meetings the horren- :
dous cases he deals with in this high- :

stall less than two months ago.

Our candidates have gone on to gain
support from their friends and neigh-

* bours to run for TUSC. Far more sup-
: port than we ever expected.
we have sold 201 Socialist papers,
: lic meeting was attended by 37 peo-
from our 16 stalls, including four :
¢ We had Dave Nellist, TUSC national
We explain that donations are :
used to pay for our leaflets, petitions, :
and to hire rooms for our two public :
¢ meetings

Our main election campaign pub-
ple, and raised £265 in donations.
chair, and Andy Hiles speak.

Tosh McDonald, former Aslef train
drivers’ union president, also spoke.

i He is standing for TUSC in Town
: ward, with Nikki McDonald, both
¢ ex-Labour and independent council-

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

lors, and Mal Perkins.
40 people have asked about join-

: ing the Socialist Party. 18 new peo-
¢ ple have attended our meetings. And
: we've had five of them.

Whatever happens at the ballot

box, TUSC and the Socialist Party will
continue to build on this success.

Help fund the fightback

. DONATE

socialistparty.org.uk/donate

We won't play Labour’s ‘Hunger Games’

Don't cut or close our library

MARIAM KAMISH
CAERPHILLY TRADES UNION COUNCIL SECRETARY

Public Debate! We had a hard time :
persuading a Plaid Cymru council- :
lor to take part. Would Labour send :

someone to represent the council?

In the end, they didn’t. But the

room filled with people determined

to save Abertridwr library. In the :
front row sat two young boys who'd :
: Jargon
She talked council jargon. She told us :
to blame democracy - ‘Plaid haven’t :
: to fight each other. We won't play.

come on their own.

Posters shone from bus shelters, :
utility boxes, telephone poles. Eve- :
ryone we stopped with a leaflet knew :

all about it.

Labour Caerphilly council pro-
poses to close ten libraries, saving :
£500,000 over three years, claiming :

! to concentrate resources into hubs :
i - that they expect people to travel :
: miles to. Our debate was organised :
as ten one-minute exchanges on :
how we can stop this - followed by :
. represent us.’

The Plaid Cymru councillor didn’t :
address the issue. She told us we :
i were a deprived area - which didn't :
: mining valleys. I believe we make our
- own luck. And I believe we can beat
: the council”

an open discussion.

sit well with our pride.

won enough seats!

I argued we have to build a mass :
campaign that the council can't ig- :
nore. I called on the council to set a :
legal no-cuts, needs-based budget. :

I explained how to buy time by dip-
ping into massive council reserves.
Speaking from the floor Robert
Hopkins, a former miner, said: “Wake
up Labour councillors. You need to

Another attendee, Kenny Mat-
thews said: “One thing I've seen to-
day is the community spirit of the

Labour’s consultations feel based
on the Hunger Games. They want us

We're supporting every area to
save its library or leisure centre.
There’s still time to link up, fight
back, and win.

People back into the debate with the trades union council
and Plaid Cymru about saving the library MARIAM KAMISH

= LIBRAR
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Trans solidarity marches continue

Cardiff - ‘we're suffering
under the same system

JOHN WILLIAMS
CARDIFF CENTRAL SOCIALIST PARTY

housands

tacks trans rights. We haven't :
seen a demo this big since :

Donald Trump'’s first state visit.

The sense of solidarity was over- :
whelming. From start to finish, anger :

was clear.

The first speaker said, if you stand :
with trans women, you also stand :
with disabled people facing cuts. If :
you stand with trans women, you :

stand with the Palestinian people.

It set the tone for the whole event,
that all different oppressions are
linked to the vile capitalist system
that we live in.

ion Council.

Katrine Williams said trade union- :
ists fight for all women, for full fund- :
ing for all, and reject the lie that there :
is only so much money and resourc- :

es to go around.
Trump

trans people coming from Trump
in the US. He said we should give
Trump the same treatment, if he ever
dared come here.

“The aggression against a minor-

ity of people is classic divide and ‘:

rule. United we stand, divided we
fall”,

His answer to those that say that :
trans rights conflict with women’s :
rights, because there’s only so much :
resources to go around, is tax the :

rich! But don’t stop there: “Build a

mass movement to fight for a society :

for the millions, not the millionaires”.

Socialist Party member Eilonwy, :
from PCS Proud, representing the :
LGBTQ+ members in the civil service :
union, said: “The patriarchy system s :
not separate from the system of capi- :
talism. Austerity and the oppression :

women face are part of the capitalist

system, where a small minority owns :

the wealth.

“They profit from the exploitation :
of the working class. Women and :
trans women are exploited under :

this system.”

demonstrated :
against the Supreme Court
ruling that disgracefully at- :

Eilonwy called for socialist change :
and, through nationalisation, for :
: workers to take control of industry, :
and the NHS etc, so we can imple- :

ment the change we need.

Socialist Party member and trans :
man, Eira, said: “Unlike Labour, I'm :
not a coward, and I will fight for trans
: rights”, :
Compare that to big business :
who's U- :
: turned on his previous support :
for trans rights. That statement got :
shouts of “Fuck Labour! Fuck the :

backer Keir Starmer,

red Tories!”.

Eira also said: “Trans people are :
: the scapegoat of a failing capital- :
: ist system. Capitalism has failed :
: to give people a functioning NHS. :
: Failed to give us peace in Gaza. :
! Failed to give us affordable and se- :
We had four speakers at the event : :
from the Socialist Party, three of :
them are also on Cardiff Trades Un- :

cure housing.

“We are all suffering under the :
: same system. We need to come to- :
: gether to fight it” :
I was so proud of all the Socialist :
Party members who turned up and : |
helped. Especially those who are :
new, some were at their first demo of :
: this size. It's not easy, especially be- :
: ing LGBTQ+, and putting your neck :
. ontheline. :
Dave Bartlett spoke about attacks on :
: Queues at Socialist Party stall
: After our members spoke to say they :
. were in the Socialist Party, and give :
: our perspective, people came up to :
* the stall. Queues were forming. I was :
: struggling to keep up. And I work in :
: apub! :

The organisers, Trans aid Cymru,

iy
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Southampton protest FRANKIECOULTAS #

@ Cheltenham - ‘We
can’t rely on courts to
. protect us’

provided excellent stewarding, had :

an open mic, and were very thankful :

for trade union support.

BILLY JONES
: GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOCIALIST PARTY

People didn’t criticise the Tories. :

¢ Butwhywould they? We have Labour :
: in charge, who are pursuing the same :
. anti-trans, pro-capitalist policies.

The mood of anger isn't going :
away. The anger at Labour isn’t going :

away.

We gave out over 400 Socialist Par- :
ty leaflets. Every person we spoke to :
: agreed with our demand for a new :
: mass workers’ party. :
The Supreme Court ruling is just :
: the start of attacks on LGBTQ+ rights.
Just like the Labour Budget was just :

the start of austerity mark 2.

But these protests are just the start :
: aswell.

be silenced””
Speaker after speaker came up

: by the system.
“This ruling is going to kill people’,

Pass this motion in your trade union

THIS BRANCH NOTES:

® That the Supreme Court ruling on
the interpretation of the definition
of ‘woman’ can lead to people being
excluded from the services and
spaces they need

® That the ruling will also
embolden those who wish to attack
trans and non-binary rights and
identities

® That the Labour government

: has welcomed the ruling, following :
. on from the years of attacks on :
. trans people by Tories seeking to

¢ distract from their cost-of-living

: crisis

® That women are at the sharp end
: of austerity - in terms of job cuts,

¢ low pay, and the destruction of

: public services that women are more :
¢ reliant on because of pre-existing
. oppression

THIS BRANCH BELIEVES:

: ® That the Supreme Court ruling

: will not improve the situation facing
: women in austerity Britain

: ® Thatany division in the working

¢ class will weaken our ability to

: fight the attacks on all our living

¢ standards and rights

THIS BRANCH INSTRUCTS THE NEC TO:
. ® Work with the TUC for a mass

Ryan spoke:

A driving force behind organising the :
event of 200 people in Cheltenham :
: was the thriving local drag scene. :
One of the organisers told the Social- :
ist Party: “For such a small place, I :
¢ didn’t realise how many people were :
allies or trans themselves. This is not :
the final protest, and none of us will

: to the microphone, many of them
: transgender people expressing their :
pain, anger, and feeling of betrayal :

i hate crimes against transgender peo-
: ple have already risen in the past few g

: solidarity

Swindon Socialist Party member :
“When Starmer and :
. Streeting say they are defending :
: women, they are lying. They are us- :
: ing trans people as a scapegoat to :
¢ scavenge support from anybody who :
has not already felt betrayed by their :
lies and broken promises. It is about :
dividing the working class in an at- :
tempt to stop us from getting organ- :

. weeks, this statement feels horribly :
accurate.

ised and fighting back.

“This Supreme Court ruling shows :
that we can’t rely on the courts to pro- :
tect us. Every legal protection we have :
: was not given to us by the system, but :
: won through collective struggle.” :

The crowd cheered as Ryan called :
on trade unions to be more energetic :
in backing LGBTQ+ rights, as well :
: as the need for a new mass workers’
i party that will represent the interests :
: one person said. Considering that :

of the working class, not the elites.

: trade union-led campaign against
i austerity and division, which

: can draw together all sections

¢ of the working class, including a

: national Saturday trade union-led
i demo, and coordinating industrial :
! action

. @ Call on the TUC to announce

: public backing of all members and

¢ branches who challenge employers
: who discriminate against service

® Paper sub £3 a month, e-sub £2.50

socialismtoday.org/subscribe
020 8988 8777

- @ Southampton

FRANCIS COULTAS
SOUTHAMPTON SOCIALIST PARTY

Up to 600 people marched right
through the city centre. Despite
threats from the far right, there was
no sign of them. Instead, many locals
and local businesses showed their
support, even joining in.

Trans people are understand-
ably hurting, distressed, and anx-
ious. But the message of the march
ignited a real air of hope and
solidarity.

Southampton Trades Union Coun-
cil president and Socialist Party
member Maggie Fricker gave a rous-
ing speech. She brought solidar-

: ity from local trade unions, leading

members of the crowd breaking out

* into ‘solidarity forever’

: users or workers, including using

¢ the excuse of the High Court ruling
: todoso

¢ ® Begin a discussion within our

: union on the need for a political

. strategy that fights for the policies

! our union and members stand

* for, and to support those political

: candidates who back those policies,
: as a step towards a real political

. voice for workers
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PELUOLA ADEWALE
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST MOVEMENT (CWI NIGERIA)

moil. It is an ‘America First’

agenda which is characterised by pro- :
tectionism, anti-immigration meas- :
ures and transactional diplomacy. :
This is to defend the power of US :
capitalism, which, though still by far :
the strongest in the world, is in rela- :
tive decline. Being the world’s biggest :
economy, there is likely no country :
which is immune to the disruptive :
reverberation of Trump’s policies. Of :
course, Nigeria, though not a major :

target, is also on the receiving end.

Despite his racist and anti-im- :
migration policies, which have the :
potential of adversely impacting :
many Nigerians in the US, Trump :
divides opinion in Nigeria and has a :
fervent support base in the country. :
He would fill a stadium if he held :
a rally in Lagos. Who are the sup- :
porters of Trump in Nigeria? They :
include Christian fanatics, just like :
their counterparts in the US, who be- :
lieve Trump is a symbol of Christian :

values.

The Tinubu government will

have to borrow much more
than originally projected
to finance the budget
deficit. This is expected in
addition to deeper cuts in

social spending (education,

health care, etc.) and

an increase in taxes to
pass on the burden to the
working class and middle-
class people

Itis also notimpossible that Trump :
has wormed himself into the em- :
brace of a section of Nigerians who :
are prompted to support Russia in :

its war on Ukraine by the historical,

blatant hypocrisy of Western imperi- :
alism. Unlike other US and Western :
leaders, Trump is not antagonistic to :
Putin and has significantly reduced :
US support for Ukraine, in his pur- :

ported bid to end the war.

However, emotional support for :
Trump by a section of Nigerians is :
not a shield from his arrow. To be :
clear, the current egregious devasta- :
tion of the living standards of most :
Nigerians was not caused by Trump. :

It is a brutal consequence of the anti-

poor neoliberal capitalist policies of :

onald Trump’s policies, pur- :
portedly aiming to ‘Make :
America Great Again, have :
thrown the world into tur- :

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION'S
SHOCKWAVES HITNIGERIA

Oil production in Niger Delta
PHOTO: SARA LEIGH LEWIS/CC

: the Bola Tinubu government, wors-
: ening the economy already in crisis.
: However, Trump'’s policies would
: make a bad situation worse.

While Trump’s tariff policy ex-

¢ empts oil and gas, which accounts for
: more than 90% of Nigeria's exports to
: the US, Nigeria is not immune to its
: reverberating effects both on the US
: and world economies. The increas-
¢ ing US trade sanctions against China,
: which have been escalated by the
current Trump regime into a trade
: war, will likely reduce the global
: trade volumes, slow down world eco-
¢ nomic growth and, as a result, plunge

down the demand for oil.
Already, Trump’s ‘Drill,
baby, drill' agenda,
aimed at increasing
the US domestic
shale oil produc-
tion and the re-
sponse of OPEC
by increasing
production  to
dominate mar-
ket share, has
forced down the
prices of crude
oil. Brent crude oil
dipped below $60
a barrel at one point
in the second week of
April, to its lowest since Febru-
ary 2021. The projection of the

¢ US Energy Information Administra-
¢ tion for oil prices in 2025 is $63.88
: per barrel from a prior forecast of
i $70.68 a barrel, citing global trade
: policy and higher OPEC production.
: An irony of an oil price fall, to sub-
: $60 according to oil experts, is that
¢ this may make US shale production
: unprofitable and thereby increase US
: dependence on imports for a time.

However, the 2025 budget of Nige-

! ria is benchmarked at $75 per barrel.
: This means that the Tinubu govern-
: ment will have to borrow much more
: than originally projected to finance
: the budget deficit. This is expected
: in addition to deeper cuts in social
: spending (education, health care,
etc.) and an increase in taxes to
: pass on the burden to the working
: class and middle-class people. At
: the same time, the government, at
¢ all levels, safeguards the avenues for
: looting, and the opulent lifestyle of
: its top functionaries.

Besides, the decline in oil prices

¢ will reduce the foreign exchange
. earnings and, as a result, trigger a fur-
: ther depreciation of the naira and its
concomitant inflationary pressure on
: the already outrageously prohibitive
¢ costs of living and doing business.
: Nigeria relies on crude oil exports for
i 90% of its foreign exchange.

In April, the Central Bank of Nige-

: ria (CBN) lamented how a decline in
: crude oil prices presents “new dy-
: namics for oil-exporting countries
: such as Nigeria” This prompted the
¢ CBN to sell nearly $200 million to
: support the naira on 5 April alone. If
¢ the crisis is prolonged, it is not likely
. the Tinubu government will have the
: capacity or the willingness, because
¢ of its commitment to neoliberal eco-
: nomic philosophy, to sustain such an
. intervention.

This is especially as the situation

: may be compounded by a possible
: rise in inflation in the US because of
¢ the tariffs. Together with anti-immi-
: gration measures, this may reduce
the volume of diaspora remittances
1 - a good share of Nigeria's foreign
: exchange earnings. The possibil-
: ity of the US Federal Reserve (the US
. central bank) raising interest rates

to fight inflation may lead to capital :
flow out of emerging markets like Ni- :
geria to the US, and also necessitate :
the depreciation or devaluation of :

the naira.
The Manufacturers Association of
Nigeria (MAN) has also lamented

and other light industrial manufac-

ket access”” For instance, the Trump

result of the fall in export revenues,
according to MAN, many companies
may reduce production and downsize
workforces to cut costs.

Healthcare

Trump’s suspension of foreign aid :

on health care. According to the

Nigeria, along with Kenya, Lesotho,
South Sudan, Burkina Faso, Mali,

of life-saving anti-retroviral (ARV)

essential drugs and consumables.
Yes, the Trump administration

to process the waivers. For instance,

order, we were told that the account
had been frozen, and many of us

are reportedly living with HIV.

ing of health care and other basic
for clean water and sanitation. At
abroad, in most cases at the expense

of public funds, for the health needs
of themselves and their families.

adequate funding of health care and

its democratic control in order to en-

sure the judicious use of the funding.
How successive, irresponsible gov-

: ernments abandoned critical health
: needs is evidenced by HIV and tu-
. berculosis funding being funded by
a serious implication of Trump’s :
14% tariff imposed on Nigerian :
non-oil exports. In a statement is- :
sued on 15 April, MAN revealed that :
its “members who are exporters in :
agro-processing, chemicals and phar- :
maceutical, basic metal, iron and :
steel, non-metallic mineral products :
: with out-of-pocket spending by who-
turing rely heavily on the US for mar- :
. working people cannot afford the
tariff could result in a loss of between :
N1 trillion and N2 trillion in Nigeria’s :
agricultural exports, which accounted :
for over N4.42 trillion in 2024. As a :

. What is needed is the
: building of a formidable

programmes, for an initial duration : . .

of 90 days, to developing countries : Iass movement, including

like Nigeria has already taken its toll : tl'ade unions. to resist
’

on ordinary people, especially those
World Health Organisation (WHO), a" antl-poo_r capltaIISt
: attacks, which may even
. be intensified because

Haiti and Ukraine - would run out :
fe-savin . : of Trump’s America First
medicines in the coming months. : . .
Specifically in Nigeria, millions of : policies. The task of such
people living with Human Immuno- : .
deficiency Virus (HIV) and tubercu- : @ iMovement also includes
losis patients may face a shortage of bulldlng a WOrk"lg peoplels
. party on a socialist
has granted humanitarian waivers, :
including the US President’s Emer- :
gency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). :
However, the dismantling of USAID
by Trump means there are no staff :
: have not held arms akimbo, resign-
in Nigeria, where PEPFAR reportedly :
accounts for close to 90% of the treat- :
ment for people living with HIV, the :
treatment has hit the rocks. A health :
worker commented: “Logistics was :
a constraint because most people :
working in the ARV clinics are under :
the IHVN [Institute of Human Virolo- :
gy, Nigeria], and not under (Nigerian) :
government. After Trump’s Executive :
¢ will try to blame him for the crisis
: when in fact it is an outcome of the
(workers) did not get paid” THVN is a :
major partner of USAID in Nigeria on :
its projects on HIV and tuberculosis. :
About two million people in Nigeria :
in whatever form, everywhere, which
Trump’s finger on the pulse of for- :
eign aid has a devastating impact in :
countries like Nigeria because of its :
neocolonial character. This is wors- :
ened by the backwardness of its :
corrupt capitalist ruling elite. This :
explains the chronic underfund- :
: America First policies. The task of
needs like education and provision :
: building a working people’s party
the same time, the ruling elite travels
: wrest political power from the back-
: ward capitalist ruling elite and, based
¢ on democratic socialist planning and
Despite the agreement of the Afri- :
can Union at its meeting in Abuja in :
2001, that member-countries should :
allocate at least 15% of their budget :
to the health sector, Nigeria has not :
gone beyond about 5% in its federal :
budget. So even by the African stand- :
ard, the Nigerian ruling elite is useless :
and irresponsible. However, it should :
be stated that what is needed is both :

foreign aid supports. According to
a US embassy report, in 2023 alone,
the US invested over US$600 mil-
lion in health assistance in Nigeria.
That is about 21% of Nigeria's 2023
annual health budget. However, de-
spite foreign aid, the funding gap for
healthcare in general is majorly filled

ever can pay the bill. Of course, many

cost of private health care or com-
mercialisation of critical services at
public hospitals.

programme

Resistance
In the US, working people and youth

ing to fate. They have begun to build
resistance against the ruinous poli-
cies of Trump. Mass protests were
held across 1,400 towns and cities
on 5 April. The US is deeply divided
but Trump’s support will weaken in
the event of a sharp economic crisis,
especially as he promised “good jobs
and good wages” in his election cam-
paign. Trump’s international rivals

competition and rivalry between all
capitalist countries, especially the im-
perialist ones. There is a need for in-
ternational working-class solidarity,

opposes all capitalist elements.
However, in Nigeria what is more
needed is the building of a formi-
dable mass movement, including
trade unions, to resist all anti-poor
capitalist attacks, which may even
be intensified because of Trump's

such a movement also includes

on a socialist programme. This is to

international working-class solidar-
ity, to use the collective wealth of the
country for the benefits of the vast
majority. Such a development, in any
country, especially a major one like
Nigeria, would be an inspiration to
the working class and poor interna-
tionally to follow that example and
start to bring about socialist change
throughout the entire world.

i

Socialist
Pparty

WHATWE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
Crldden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the
world’s population by a small, super-rich
elite who own most of the wealth and
the means of producing it. This way of
organising society, in which the pursuit
of profit comes before everything else,

causes poverty, inequality, environmental :

destruction, wars and oppression across
the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives and

livelihoods, and for a socialist alternative: :

a society which takes the wealth out
of the hands of the super-rich and is
democratically run by working-class
people to meet the needs of all not the
profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new mass

workers’ party is a vital part of the struggle :

to change society along socialist lines.
Because capitalism is a world system,

the struggle for
socialism must also
be international. The C

Socialist Party is part

of the Committee for

a Workers'’ International which organises
across the world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS

® A trade union struggle for the
immediate implementation of the TUC
demand of a £15-an-hour minimum
wage for all as a step towards a real
living wage, without exemptions. For the

minimum wage to automatically increase

linked to average earnings or inflation,
whichever is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The right
to flexible working, under the control of

workers not employers. An end to insecure E

working, for the right to full-time work for
all who want it; ban zero-hour contracts.
® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t afford
to pay a real living wage. State subsidies,
where genuinely needed, for socially-
useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to :

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage.

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social

care and childcare facilities into public
ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for
all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels

and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of early
obsolescence - where products are
designed to ‘wear out’ and be replaced -
and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards

: are set by consumers, small farmers, and
. all workers involved in the production,
: processing, distribution and retail of food.

. DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

. ® For united working-class struggle to
end discrimination on the grounds of

. race, gender, disability, sexuality, age,

: and all other forms of prejudice and

: oppression.

® Repeal the anti-trade union laws and

: all others that trample over civil liberties.

: For the right to protest and to strike! End

: police harassment. For the police to be
accountable to local committees, made up
: of democratically elected representatives
. of trade unions, local community

: organisations and local authorities.

® For the right to choose when and

: whether to have children - for the right

. to access abortion, contraception and
fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with

: democratic community control and

: oversight of emergency funding
resources. No to racist immigration laws.
: ® Expand democracy. For the abolition
: of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
: For all MPs to be subject to the right of
recall by their constituents at any time,

: and to only receive a worker’s wage. For
: proportional representation and the right
: to vote at 16.

® For the right of nations to self-

: determination. For an independent

: socialist Scotland and for a socialist
Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist

. confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

: @ Oppose the dictatorship of the
billionaire owners of the media. For the

. nationalisation of newspaper printing

. facilities, radio, TV and social media

: platforms. Access to these facilities should
be under democratic control, with political
: parties’ coverage being allocated in

: proportion to the popular vote at elections.
: ® For a new mass workers’ party,
based on the trade unions, and

: drawing together workers, young people
: and activists from workplaces, and
community, environmental, anti-racist

. and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to
the pro-big business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

: @ No to imperialist wars and

: occupations!

® Take the wealth off the super-rich! For
. asocialist government to take into public

: ownership the top 150 companies and the
: banking system that dominate the British
economy, and run them under democratic
: working-class control and management.

: Compensation to be paid only on the basis
of proven need, not to the fat cats.

: ® Ademocratic socialist plan of

: production based on the interests of the
: overwhelming majority of people, and in
a way that safeguards the environment.

: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise

: a campaign with European socialists

: and workers’ organisations to use the
talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up

. the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real

. collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a
socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

 JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
i ® or call 020 8988 8777

: @ or text your name and

postcode to 07958 032 071

: to find out more today!

: Help fund the fightback!

' DONATE TODAY  Jecrie™™ "™




/@i

soclallstparty.org.uk

%"ps;?ﬂgnst cé;:}

Issue 1319

1-7 May 2025

-Soclalist

formerly mun

ARIS PREVOST
CARDIFF SOCIALIST STUDENTS

he last academic year has seen
crisis after crisis in higher

back these plans due to protests and

Elsewhere, Durham has an-

: nounced 200 jobs are set to go, and
: Dundee has said it has plans to cut
: a staggering 632 jobs, which bosses
¢ say may have to increase to fix a £35

education. Universities across :

the country have been an- :
nouncing job cuts and the closure of :
courses. At Cardiff, they announced :
400 job cuts, including the closure :
of the School of Nursing and the :
School of Music, before they scaled :

million deficit. Years of mismanage-
ment at every level in higher edu-
cation has left universities facing

The University and College Union
(UCU) reports that this could result
in 10,000 jobs being cut, a total of 5%

: of the entire workforce.
staff taking voluntary redundancies. :

Given this year of misery for

. staff members in universities, the :
: UCU has started to fight back. It :
: has called a national week of ac- :
! tion, and supported local branches
: taking strike action. It has also an-
: nounced a ‘Stop the Cuts’ cam- :
: paign, and organised a national :
: rally in London on 10 May.
a £1.6 billion deficit nationwide. :

STUDENTS UNITETO
FIGHT UNI GUTS

Labour government can and should :

fully fund higher education.

: It was a Labour government 27 :
: years ago that introduced tuition :
: fees and, while most university stu- :
dents now aren’t old enough to re- :

member free university education,

: we need to fight for a return of free :
Socialist Students has been fight- : :
i ing for student unions to mobi- :
: lise and organise transport, and is :
: mobilising our members to show
: our solidarity with the UCU. An at-
: tack on one is an attack on all. The :

WHAT W STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY'S MAIN DEMANDS » » » sce columm on page 15 (TN TN IO

education for all.

The rally has the potential to be :
used as a launchpad for future mass :
¢ protests bringing together students :
: and staff fighting for free, fully fund- :

ed education.

SE
Fi 5 B

B PHOTO: SOCIALIST PARTY

Join Socialist
Students on the
UCU demo!

cit oy,

® Visit socialiststudents.org.uk/join
® or call 020 8988 8761

® or text your name and school,
college or uni to 07515 921 699
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1 MAY INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY

N\
Moo Workers’ struggle fora

doing just that in the fantastic strike H’” I l

waves of the last few years, with
millions of workers taking strike action SOCIa Is a erna Ive
and fighting back.

May Day’s origins lie in the general
strike for an eight-hour working day, e t Iy
put down by police gunfire in Chicago g‘ o cu s a n wa r ]
in 1886, and in the foundation of the =~ =~ J i ' —

Second International, bringing together I ii? }

revolutionary socialists around the -v‘*'

world in 1889. Its history shows us the She
power of the working class to transform [ &
society, and the need to overturn the
capitalist state.

The Socialist Party’s links with the
organised working class - the agent of
socialist change - are fundamental to
our work. Each year, we ask groups of
workers and trade unionists to support
the Socialist newspaper and its ideas

M ay Day is an annual celebration
of workers’ struggle against

A ki

B

| § I

by financing a May Day greeting. Sotialisi

There has been a fantastic response _ Socialist Party members on
to our campaign. We have once again — the NSSN steering committee
received pledges totalling over £9,500, s

pages —__@= 4 national
oo jones ' ol U risngtwork

May Day greetings organiser

represented by 95 greetings across 12

send May Day greetings to the Socialist

May Day greetings from /
Coventry TUC ~
C O NV ENTRY Un'-!hEg
Traves the
Unox m Welfare not warfare.

Cﬂ [Nl |
o) Solidarity with the

[ -uNiry i stRenGTH: | Birmingham bin workers!
m Welfare not warfare May Day greetings from the
u Solidarity with strikers Unite WM/6050 Tom Mann

Greetmgs from West Mids Socialist Party « Rlly Saturday 3 May 12 oon, Coventry and Warwickshire

Broadgate, Coventry

Nounie Unite Birmingham
1* { ALy ium
p” nLrn yership south I_ocal //

X%

o - - Alice Arnold Bra_nch _ WM/ 6030
Solidarity with the ostommnty . | | sends

sends May Day greetings 2025 May Day Un| te

B i rm i “gha m bi “ worke rs. End the genocide in Gaza greetlngs tneUNION

Ofgem has failed, public to workers

Victory to the strikers! Endcune oo sonices || around the world
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Unite Nottinghamshire Health Branch theActivist - bulletin of May Day greetings from

Socialist Party members in Usdaw

Broad
Left

B Nationalise failing retailers to Usdaw Broad Left ADM
save jobs Social Monday 5 May 2025,
B Minimum wage of £15 7:00-11:55 PM
an hour Hotel and Apartments Social
H Retail workers need a fighting Club, Coronation Street,

and dt.en.mcratic union Blackpool, FY14QQ
usdawactivist.wordpress.com

: U USDAW
Knock out
¥

. privatisatio

N

u Greetings on International Workers’ Day to all trade

unionists and NHS campaigners /d'

m Step up the fight for a fully funded, democratically

run NHS

m Pay all NHS staff a decent wage

m Abolish student fees and replace with bursaries at a U n I te

living rate o
m End privatisation - bring all outsourced services back theUNION

into NHS control EM/NG32

= No more profiteering from healthcare - nationalise i *
pharmaceutical and medical supply industries, with Nottmghamshlre
compensation only where proven need Health branch

Solidarity from Socialist
Party members and
supporters in

Unheorsity and Colegs Undor

May Day greetings
from Commiittee for /'/
Fight for a socialist a Workers’

world free from poverty International U n Ite
members in Unite  euNiON

Socialist Party members in the NEU

Solidarity with educators
across the world

Educate, agitate, organise

Greetings from East Mids Socialist Party

LE/0375M
Doctors in Unite

m May Day greetings to all
trade unionists and NHS
campaigners from Doctors
in Unite

m Patients

before profits -

fight corporate/

4
o

May Day greetings from
Socialist Party members
in the National Union
of Rail, Maritime and
Transport Workers

May Day greetings
from Unite East
Midiandshea  UNITE

the UMION
Activist Committee

big pharma and
big tech!

May Day End academisation
May Day greetings /J C S
from Notts Trades f'd greetmgs Amm%ﬁdmemiw Amyllmn' ce
~®<,  Council unite rom o
@Tngpﬁ‘ theUNION . Ii £ soulaa -
4 UNION & Unite the Union EM/ g%cclq /] Natloqal Education
Sece’ LEO4 SPS Technologies, ents Service together
) ) 1 er ™ @ Democratically @ Fully funded
Solidarity to workers Happy May Day greetings to \I:v‘:) l'r ztel:': ?llll:‘: iai:‘ nd e e T
across the world the backbone of our society. . y e S
on International All hard working individuals against war, cuts g e suchal ity of pret edocston
Workers’ Day who make it all possible and capitalism! ﬂ e
socialiststudents.org.uk e

SocialistiParty

U

the pu

IS

blic:servi

4 e 4
il -~ i ]

™

The following Socialist Party members are
standing for election for the Unison NEC

ONEON

M April Ashley, Black members female seat = =% O
B Balaka Fell-Holden, London reserved seat \S_____,.._ che public seryice w
M Jim McFarlane, Scotland general seat o Blic sarvice Wd' 8

B Eve Miller, West Midlands reserved seat

B Adrian O’Malley, Health general seat

B Amy Sage, Police, Probation and Cafcass female seat
M Ellie Waple, Disabled members female seat

NI A VA

May Day greetings from Socialist Party members
in the Public and Commercial Services Union

May Day greetings
from

@ Housing
S [Worket?

JOBS AND HOMES FOR ALL

Vote Marion Lloyd for president
and for a fighting NEC

Scan for full slate of candidates

Or search ‘PCS must
fight Starmer's cut its' at
socialistparty.org.uk

IS FAILING STA

g TENANTS Al

UNIsON —~
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@ﬁ:?? Southampton

ﬁ[& unioN - and South West

c&fgv@ Hampshire TUC

Repeal all the Tory anti-union laws. Resist
Labour’s austerity - welfare not warfare

May Day greetings
from

South East
Kent TUC

29

TRADES

@gy;a:gu v

S=€

Brighton Hove
and District
Trades Council

m May Day greetings and solidarity to all
workers fighting against austerity and war
m Repeal ALL the anti-union laws!

m Free Palestine!

Brighton Unemployed
Workers Centre Ltd

brings May Day greetings to all those fighting poverty,
racism, imperialism and oppression

m We reject any return to austerity or to the politics of New Labour.

m Liberation for the Palestinians, opposition to Zionism and apartheid Israel

m Oppose all benefit cuts and attacks on employed, unemployed and disabled people
m No to imperialism’s wars — Abolish NATO

m Fighting poverty amidst plenty

m For international socialism

Bill North - chairperson; Andy Richards - secretary; Tony Greenstein — treasurer; Val Cane
PO Box 173, Brighton BN51 9EZ; brightonunemployedcentre2000@yahoo.co.uk; 07843 350 343

End capitalism - for
international socialism

Surrey University

socialist ¢oc ah?s@

SOCIe

-~ ‘ " TU er = NO CUTS, cmsunss ORPAIVATISATION 1”4 ;'~,\
Greetmgs from Southern & South East Socialist Party

(X
+ unite
_\_OIﬂt“ﬂUﬂlLy

. membership

Unite Community
Berkshire, Oxfordshire
and Buckinghamshire

sends international
solidarity greetings

to workers across the _ .
world sends May Day greetings and a big thank
you to the workers’ newspaper that is
always on our side - the Socialist

SAVE OUR
SERVICES IN

SURREY

Let’s hammer

May Day New Labour?

greetings
from PR Portswood Handyman Mike Marx,
Southampton, 07507585825

May Day Greetings from activists in

Surrey County

Umson

Unison activists at a branch [& -J'+ IH
development day in March H-,-- N
T

m Smash the cost-of-living crisis - for an inclusive,
cross-sector pay campaign - no-one left behind!

m Fight for a £15 an hour minimum wage in Local
Government, Health, Private and Community employers
m Agitate, Educate and Organise - challenge the
mainstream austerity narrative

m Celebrate diversity and fight discrimination -

jobs and homes not racism - access is a right not a
privilege

m Solidarity with trans and gender diverse people

m Stop the cuts in local government! Trade unionists
and socialists need to stand

m Local government reorganisation is an attack on

branch

UNISON

the public service union 8

democracy

m Socialist planning to reverse climate change

m Fight for Zane’s Law and the Truth About Zane
(www.truthaboutzane.com)

m For working-class solidarity - at home and
internationally

m Solidarity with the #EndBadGovernance protests in
Nigeria

m Ceasefire now! End the genocide in Gaza! Stop
arming Israel!

m No to war in Ukraine - no to NATO expansion

m For a mass trade union-led demonstration against
Trump when he visits the UK

This greeting was funded by generous donations from the following Surrey Unison activists:

(all in a personal capacity) Sam Church, Young Members’

Nicolae Ciupitu, Education
Shaka Anderson, Rep at NESCOT  Officer Services
FE College Alan Clyne, Adults Services
Tracy Baker, Schools Convenor Convenor
and Women’s Officer Chris Collins, Rep in Youth
Tom Bancroft, Branch-Employed  Services
Caseworker/Organiser Helen Couchman, Community
Stuart Burt, Rep in Mental Service Group Convenor
Health Services Paul Couchman, Branch
Jan Callender, branch-employed  Secretary Services
Office Manager Duncan Eastoe, Rep in Mallow
Crescent Residential Home

Treasurer

Treasurer

Secretary

Ginny Eaton, Joint Retired
Officer Members’ Secretary in SCC
Nancy El-Shatoury, Rep in Legal
Lisa Fogerty-Scott, Joint Branch
Emma Gray, Joint Branch
Istvan Gulyas, Children’s
Services Convenor
Jane Gupta, Rep in Children’s

Russ Harland, Deputy Branch

Andy Hayler, Workplace Contact Tanya San Juan, Branch
Employed Caseworker/Organiser

Melania Tarquino, Green Officer
Guildford Library Joe Trigo, Rep in Surrey Choices

Peta Lawrence, Senior Rep for Vikki Walton-Cole, Disabled
Libraries Members’ Officer

James Lewis, Workplace Contact Ellie Waple, LGBT+ Members’
in Children’s Services Officer

Afolake Martins, Black Sheila Wright, Joint Retired
Members’ Officer Members’ Secretary

Liz Nabadda, Rep in Adults Huma Younis, Joint Branch Chair
Services and Co-Convenor

Andy Pattinson, Joint Branch
Chair and H&S Officer

Saffy Hill-Chambers, Rep at

And several anonymous donations.
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| Solidari >
\Jj Enfield : Waltham Forest Trades Councll fom | 3 Canung
> Tl‘ades TMDES membership ~
- Uni muﬁ{g E We say: @Qﬂ% Fenland e o
5 Co?::::lil % ¢ W W m Workers of all countries unite! Lﬁgﬁ‘ Unite Community -
-y Uounct B W Take the wealth off the 1%! councis Peterborough, Wishech &
g Afflllatlons:enﬂeldtuc@hotmall.com - B No to Starmer’s attacks on the % @ 24
- - 5 |
Piccadilly and e R T IS — ool
District LineWest B " B Defend all refugees and . <!
Mav D - _ Defendi i MayDay “— "B migrants welcome here! Basildon & :
ay Day greetings from Unite London elending our | greetings UNI%ON "B W Freedom for Palestine! Thurrock TUC %<, ¢
. ape = y Al from A L ' . ﬁTRADEE‘ o
Digitial and Tech branch LE/7098L, standing members’ terms '] Socialist g M For a socialist world free from war, poverty Working-class UNION |
in solidarity with all striking workers and iti 1 iscrimination! lidarity in th couns '
ty g and conditions 1 readers in Camden Unison and discrimination! iﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ.'& ) ‘@cs-ﬂg

o
===l

supporting Welfare not Warfare

—_

R o iy gL WAL T U 7 N VNS ) PRI e

= Solidarity

:ze May Day g A = 3 N -' x @@’@‘ Fraternal greetings to all workers from
; greetings g P 7 ( UNION ¢t {heUNION Stevenage & District Trades Union Council
e 5 Unite LE/1228
{ orint branch Hackney Tl_'?des Waltham Forest
: II:EI7031L i i serets M Dy Council Branch
Greetmgs from London Socialist Party e el We oo orkens Cometls to ot
to Trump, Putin, Starmer cuts needs budgets! Fight all
and capitalism. Yes to council cuts! Demand the Labour

socialism internationally government fund public services!

g - e e R g |

May Day greetings from

Bl Barts Unite health branch sends

- May Day greetings to the Socialist
U n lte Ba rts // paper and all struggling workers and

¢

Greetings &' UNION
from Ealing ﬁ#@

Hackney Trade Unionists send May Day
greetings to workers of the world

young people

Health WOI‘keI‘S /J' H For united coordinated strike action

From Socialist < ®<, for a real restorative wage increase in

Party supporters £ oz bl‘a HCh th(; NHS after 15 years of more than _
in Hounslow oy 35% real terms pay cuts =
Trades Council -~ #<¥ - LE/7384L CUNIOn M End PFI-for a fully funded heatth [l

for a socialist future B We say no to Hackney Council’s school closures May Day service
S and all cuts to services reetines from . . . . A
- M Victory to the Birmingham bin workers g g . - Natl?nallse-blg p_harma and me-d ical el
MayDay @ S— _ M End Israeli genocide in Gaza M greet| ngs from supply mdUSt"_es with compensation .
greetings (UNISON B We say yes to a world free of war poverty, profit, Queen al'y N EU only on the basis of proven need - tax
and she pubic e s G and injustice - - the rich o
. . n e ric /i
SOlIC_'&I_‘Ity - :z Advertis sponsored  Doreen Hamilton, and joint branch UnlverSIty . L
_SOCIallst Party s_,upporters ([l by thefollowingina  children’s centre secretary Hackney New am M Fora maSS“Ier expanded NHS ; i
in Hounslow Unison |l oo Attos tresturer  Don reen jontchair  Hanry Lagbiola /| under democratic workers’ control and ¢
T i oo ron ooy Ui RIS AN management

private sector chair Hackney Unison  Council
organiser Osei Mensa, ex- Matt Paul, Unison

(B i

H Victory to the Unite Birmingham bin

o ey i BT -
N ]

@'% SOIIda"ty b Balaka Fell-Holden, Hackney libraries Branch Secretary croy don @’% Newham é@’% =
) . strikers
TRADES from [ library steward Sharmila . Derek Mahoney, Trades '@ TRADES ‘ i Trades @ TRADES ‘
E;" UNION @ i Nick Panteli, library ~ Thyagarajan, Unison  Unison Health and @ UNION b UNION s B ReSiSt Labour austerity z 0
‘;uwus @ H|“|ngdon steward Will Leng, NEIEIJEU ?afetBy chifiaer U|‘||on COUNCILS ;5.“ Union COLNCILE @ s .
Carlene Glover, Sandra Hall, im Boyd, Unite = EY - E = =
& TUC Unison steward Doug Holton, Equity ~ Branch Secretary councn = = Council = i B Workers of all countries unite

fe.

i
ot O R B e B L S T WS P i s RSl o, e g i, '-'-'r '.«'f = - Bl e o LAY R N L
x\‘:\:\;\\.\#.;_}:@;_ GRS NE S INRNEI SRS SR o= gk Te s . gy, s T | 08 "'-'.‘. : “_ % _\,*"‘r e -5'-'_._'}‘.' ;‘? Z o) ARt .

e PR TR e~ T A R ) [l S ‘-: PR D A S e
M‘N AL | - 4 ki@?’,‘g‘ ':"m JL‘FE:\-'.'??.- &Iiuﬂts;;'ﬂ-}?‘-‘xﬁ’; "‘:‘-E}_'_:‘-'\\ e
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~
unite

theUNION
SOUTH WEST

Solidarity greetings from Unite
SW/007 Gloucester District branch

To the striking
phlebotomists at
Gloucestershire
Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, to

the striking bin workers
at Birmingham City
Council and to all
workers fighting for fair
jobs, pay and conditions

BFAWU Kernow sends lashings
of Cornish solidarity to all
trade unionsts and all
socialists on May Day

Greetmgs from South West Soclallst Party

P o Workers of the world

,4 Bﬂm} b unite- you have nothing
% TRADES ﬂ to lose but your chains.

by UNION ' May Day greetings to all

COUNCILS F’ﬁ
Q .,/ ourtradeunionsiblings

& .
=

: May Day greetings
greetings ,"I'national - from

from educatm Highworth
G Climate Talks

leuuth

May Day greetings from
Cardiff Trades Councll

¢ wi 4 1
&> ] =l Assambie Churchill Way/Queen Street
o 12,00 noon

NO CUTS!NO GLOSURES!

Save ourLibraries
& Leisure
Gentres!

5 CAERPHILLY
Couneil

%X
+ unite

May Day

o Commumty greetings

75}1*-, membership from

Bristol and Gloucester
Area Unite Community

SR
May Day
greetings from
New College

Swindon

May Day greetings from
Devon
Unite

Community

* X
+ unite
< Com munity
"“_F membership
) {

St Swansea
‘@@.L’ g
Solidarity!

Unite the
struggles.
Fight for public
sector pay |

May Da =

grectings  UNISON
from Soclalist "
Party supporters in
Cal_'malthenshire

—1 ﬁ -."
=
Sy

-~
! ‘_EEPES UNIONEOUN UH*‘ ,

b il

Greetmgs from Socialist Party Wales

Greetings from /‘
Socionetn - A~
unite

Swansea

Unite retired teunion
members branch
Restore our winter
fuel allowance now!

mallsiis6

May Day greetings from

Aberystwyth
Socialist Students

May Day
greetings to

7
stcomaces | [0

and
supporters theUNION

from Socialist Party
members in Unite the
Union, South East Wales.
Fight austerity and the
bosses system. Forward to
Socialism!

Cyfarchion Calan Mai i holl

gymrodyr a chefnogwyr o
Blaid Sosialaidd yn Uno’r

Undeb, Cymru de-ddwyrain.
Ymladd cyni a’r system

y penaethiaid. Ymlaen at
Sosialaeth!
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11

~~
unite

theUNION

May Day greetings from

Unite West Yorks
and Humber
Youth Workers
& Not-for-Profit
NE/403/15 branch

Greetings from Northern Socialist Party

Carlisle x Tyne and
Wear » Teesside

pk X May Day greetings from
= LJI'II“IEZl J U -t c =

,4 Community Unite Community

ﬁ, ;‘e"” bership Cumbria branch

Fight Labour’s cruel benefit cuts!

3 /. May Day greetings and solidarity
*'. J' P,

n ati D]"l,_:ﬂ Unite NE/ SECI 2
educatlon Hull branch

;:; union ;;:.;

Zunite
L theUNION
NE}'SEC,:'Z Branch

Solidarity with Birmingham bin

workers who are at the forefront

of the working class fightback.

Unions need to step up to the tasks

at hand to agitate, educate and

organise workers to fight for the
socialist change that we need.

Kingston-upon-Hull

For a properly
funded education
system with
properly paid
education workers

May Day greetings from _g? X
Leeds, Wakefield and York * - unite

Community
Unite Communlty ‘!“ A “mem b(_ rsh ip
Restore the Winter Fuel Allowance XX

Leeds TUC Presents —

AND RALLY 7207

mhble 11 300m Leeds City

Together we can Win! &G sauda Vey 3

May Day greetings from

Hull Unity Shop

Solidarity not charity

S @ =

Greetings from Yorkshlre Soclallst Par.ty'-

Grimsby and Scunthorpe »
Hull «» Sheffield SE & NW -«
South Yorkshire « Bradford
» Leeds ~ Wakefield and
Pontefract « York

May Day greetings
from Yorkshire

YOUTH FIGHT ®
FOR JOBS

May Day greetings from
readers of the Socialist in

South Leeds
Labour Party

- s
STRENGTH o
3, S
°¢ °¢*
S Union ©

May Day solidarity with -

all workers particularly y

those struggling agamst '
dictatorships.
Drop the treason
charges in Nigeria!

May Day greetings from

RMT Leeds Clty

BULD A HEW WORKERS' PARTY
FIGHT F0R SOCIRLISM
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May Day greetings from

MAY DAY GREETINGS

Officer's of Liverpool & Merseyside 0538 branch would like to show our
solidarity on Worker's Memorial Day.
Worker's, past and present, struggle for the worker's of tomorrow

- MNeill Dunne
= (Joint Secretary)

Alex Smith
(Organiser)

Dean Young
Conor O'Neill
(Youth Officers)

Unite Liverpool and Merseyside 0538 branch
Oldest Unite branch in the North West of England

May Day greetings to May Day greetings from = oy ey | A : ‘;f“ﬂ

El[ﬁ CLOSURES ¢ h‘i’n??ﬁ‘.lh‘l\&h“ﬁﬂ §

)

readers of the Socialist %X
Q" unite 4 ]|

~
’%; OMINUAILY Greetmgs from North West Socialist Party

X

Cheshire Unite
Community
Branch (NW100/C3)

United we stand Build the socialist opposition to Labour austerity
Forward to a new mass workers’ party

May Day greetings from
Merseyside Construction
and Civil Engineering

branch ' May Day greetings from

_ _solidarit)_( with the LiVEI‘pOOl SOCiaIiSt
Birmingham bin workers and U n | te s tu den ts

all workers in struggle theUNION
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