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ouncils of all shades
are yet again
preparing budgets
that slash services,
close libraries and hike
charges, with the familiar
excuse that their ‘hands

are tied' Tied only by their :

complete unwillingness
to stand up to what the
‘profit before people’
system demands!

In Coventry, Socialist Party members :
and Your Party supporters are helping :
to build for a people’s budget - a fighting :

ALETTER FROM THE SOCIALIST

PARTY TO YOUR PARTY »»» pd-5

. manifesto that starts from what commu- :
: nities actually need, not what Labour says :
¢ is ‘affordable’ That includes organisations :
: such as CRASAC (Coventry Rape and Sex- :
¢ ual Abuse Centre) whose funding recent- :
i ly got slashed, campaigners that argue :
¢ against library closures and many others.
* A people’s budget exposes the lie that :
: councils must act as ‘little Tory chancel- :
¢ lors’ so as to not rock the boat. It demands :
: the use of reserves, borrowing powers :
: and a mass campaign to force the gov- :
i ernment to cough up the money that has :
: : and prepared to take on the bosses, not
¢ These coming elections in May will :
: show huge disdain towards Labour. In :
the big cities, it will be the first time the
: working class has gone to the polls since :
¢ Starmer’s government began its attacks :
: on us over eighteen months ago. We need :
: the biggest possible stand, pointing to- :
: wards the new party of the working class :
that is needed. Socialist candidates fight- :
ing for decent jobs, council homes and :
: we need.

been stolen from our areas.

re-opened local services.

AGGRESSION »»» p8-9

TRUMP’S NEW ERA OF IMPERIALIST

Across the country, people are looking
for an alternative. Trade unionists facing
real-terms pay cuts, young people locked
out of jobs and housing, and campaigners
against racism, sexism, Trump, war and
climate destruction - all know the current

: system is failing. What’s missing is politi-

cal representation that actually fights on
the side of the working class.

That’s why the task now is to fight for a
clear, anti-cuts socialist stand. We need
a mass working-class party rooted in our
real needs - democratic, accountable,

manage austerity with a friendlier face.
In May, voters have the chance to land
areal blow against Starmer’s Labour. Not
by drifting towards dead-end, establish-
ment-backed parties, including those
who try to divide the working class and
our communities. Instead, by backing so-
cialist candidates who will refuse to make
cuts and lead a united fightback for the
fully funded services and council homes

IRAN: MASS REVOLT
SPREADS »»» pl4-15
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US: STOP THE RAIDS AND
ABOLISH ICE »»» pl4-15
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“The philosophers have only
interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”

Karl Marx

Fight for a socialist alternative

RAE COX
OXFORD SOCIALIST PARTY

ter. Debt advice charity StepChange

since 2014, now totalling £8.3 billion.
And with the backdrop of growing

cost of energy could spike dramati-
cally, as we saw at the outbreak of the
Ukraine war.

paltry 0.1% last autumn. Some analy-
at the end of 2025! What this means

belts, with wage restraint at best

turned in the short term to borrow-

rate in the past two years this winter.

nating UK economy, and the rest are

: attacks on workers’ living standards.
: No wonder Labour is historically
: unpopular, but with £91 billion of
Workers across the country have :
been feeling the squeeze of the ever- :
present cost-of-living crisis this win- :
. either.
had “3,958 visitors on Christmas Day, :
and 15,401 on New Year's Eve and 1 :
January combined.” While the Debt
Justice campaign reported a 300% :
increase in outstanding council tax :
: workers to make electoral gains too,
¢ with local councils still responsible
global instability, many will fear the :
: Bringing services back in-house,
: building more council housing and
¢ fighting to reverse a decade of aus-

After years of cuts and underin- :
vestment, the UK economy is prac- :
tically stagnant with it growing by a :
: workers win will be under threat
sis predicts no growth at all occurred :
: imise their profits. We need a so-
is the bosses will try tightening our :

pledged cuts in his first 100 days if
Nigel Farage becomes prime minis-
ter, Reform would be no alternative

Only the fighting working class
can change this. Workers in Unite
alone have won back £620 million
by taking action since 2021. The May
elections will be a key chance for

for over 800 services and functions.

terity would go a long way in reduc-
ing workers’ bills.

But under capitalism, any gains
from the bosses who try and max-

cialist society to make these gains

. permanent. To take into the top 150
and job losses at worst, all as prices :
continue to rise. Many workers have :

companies and the banking system
and run them under democratic

: working-class control and manage-
ing and debt to make ends meet, with :
credit card debt growing at its fastest :

ment. To massively expand public
services and renationalise what has

: been lost. For the mass building of

And Labour's answer? Their hopes :
are banked on more private invest- :
ment. But most of the bosses are :
largely uninterested in the tiny stag- :

genuinely affordable, high-quality,
environmentally sustainable council
housing.

If you want to fight for a socialist

: world then join the Socialist Party
demanding deeper cuts and further :

today.

Join the fightback
JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

To find out more about joining us today!
® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join

or call 020 8988 8777

® or text your name and postcode

to 07985 032 071

Bosses’ high pay honanza
Fight for £15 an hour min now!

Like death and taxes (although often :
¢ you should be paid £1million a year”.
item), a new year and new damning :
. well indeed. The last PM, Rishi

The average FTSE 100 CEO earn- :
ings surpassed the median UK work- :
ers’ salary by lunchtime on 6 January. :
The High Pay Centre estimates an :
equivalent wage of £1,353.23 an :
hour, assuming they ‘work’ 62.5 :
¢ well. But she did get paid £80,000
pretend to be working while eating :
a slap-up dinner or ‘networking’ on :

not taxes for those concerned in this

inequality statistics.

hours a week. Wouldn't it be nice to

the golf course?

Don’t worry, some of these fat :
cats want others to get their share :
too. Ryanair chief executive Michael :
O’Leary isn’t happy with the calibre :
of capitalist politicians either. He :
thinks that, to ‘attract the best talent; :

“If you're a PM or cabinet minister
Actually, they already do very

Sunak, made £2.2 million in the fi-
nancial year 2022-23, mostly from
investment funds. Boris Johnson
made an estimated £5 million in his
first year out of Number 10. ‘Poor’
old Liz Truss hasn’t done quite so

for a single speech in Taiwan after
being ousted.

The demand for a £15-an-hour
minimum wage now, with no ex-
emptions, sounds pretty modest in
comparison. And yet the Labour
government hasn’t even done that.
Trade unions have to get organised
to fight for it and more!

Student cost of living crisis: fight for

full funding not fee

BECCA BAYMAN
LIVERPOOL SOCIALIST STUDENTS

meet essential expenses.

and poorly maintained houses.

MARY FINCH

: socialising and extracurricular ac-

 tivities because they cannot afford
: to take part.
As a new semester begins, millions :
of students in higher education con- :
tinue to face the brunt of the cost-of- :
living crisis. Maintenance loans fall :
short of covering basic living costs, :
leaving many students struggling to :
: nancial instability of universities on
For most students, rent is the big- :
gest cost. Student housing compa- :
nies and private landlords drive up :
rents year on year, and the quality of :
the housing only gets worse. In many :
cities, students pay through the nose :
for small rooms in cramped, unsafe, :
: groups are organising demonstra-
After rent, many students are :
forced to take on multiple part-time :
jobs to afford the rest, which has a :
direct impact on grades and well- :
being. The rising cost of groceries :
means students skip meals to save :
money. Financial pressure also :
has an impact on students’ men- :
tal health. Surveys show that 78% :
of students experience significant :
stress as a result of financial wor- :
ries. Students are cutting back on :

Furthermore, tuition fees will con-
tinue to rise every year, amounting to
over £10,000 by the end of this gov-
ernment. This is a result of Starmer’s
Labour government refusing to fund
higher education, blaming the fi-

the previous tuition fee cap to jus-
tify forcing the costs onto millions of
students.

Therefore, the frustration of stu-
dents and young people must be
directed into organising a social-
ist fightback. Socialist Students

tions, supporting striking workers
on pickets, and building support for
socialist ideas on campuses. Socialist
Students calls for fully funded, free
education, instead of more fees and
cuts.

® If you agree, come and discuss
the next steps for Socialist
Students, and the student
fightback in 2026! For more
information see page 11

T

Primary school application deadline passed

Fight for fully funded, quality

] -
ik

education for all

——

Teachers on strike during
the 2022-23 strike wave
PAULMATTSSON

: BEAGARDNER
¢ ENFIELD AND LEAVALLEY SOCIALIST PARTY

: less funding, exacerbating existing
pressures. In London, local authori-
. ties are proposing to close and merge
: This week, hundreds of thousands of :
i parents have submitted school ap- :
: plications for their children to start :
: reception in September 2026. They :
: now face a nervous wait until April, :
: when they will find out if their child :
¢ has been offered a place in their ‘pre- :
. ferred’ school.
i Even though the number of chil- :
¢ dren starting primary schools is fall- :
: ing, so far this has not resulted in less :
: competition over places. Last year, :
¢ fewer children were offered places at :
¢ their preferred schools. :
. Where I live in Waltham Cross, our :
: first and second preference schools, :
¢ both within walking distance from :
: our home, had 112 applications to 60 :
: places and the other 67 applications :
: for 30. When we looked around the :
¢ schools, we saw classrooms clearly :
! built to accommodate 20, over- :
: packed with 30 children.

Pushed out

: That'’s because more and more fami-
: lies have been pushed out of London :
¢ due to sky-high rents and costs of liv- :
: ing. Many have been forced to move :
: outside of the city to places like ours. :
: In fact, London councils forecast a :
| 1 3.6% fall in reception pupil num- :
| : bers over the next four years. That’s :

: around 3,195 children; roughly a :
¢ drop of 117 reception classes. :
¢ Every child should have access :
¢ to a high-quality school, in the area :
: they live. And their families should :
. be able to afford to keep living there! :
: Shockingly, 1 in 5 of the children in :
: London that started in reception :
: had left the capital by the time they :
! reached year 6.
. The application system gives the il- :
: lusion of choice. Yet, we have no gen- :
¢ uine choice over what really matters, : YOUR VIEW?
¢ including funding. Schools are fund- :
: ed per pupil, so fewer places means :

schools altogether. In fact, there are
now 23 fewer schools in London than
in 2020.

Instead, falling overall numbers
could mean reducing class sizes. We
could have higher staff-to-child ra-
tios, meaning more 1:1 time for kids

. and a lower workload for teachers.

Instead, it is the opposite.

The existing system reinforces in-
equality between schools, as well
as for individual children. The best
performing schools are always over-

: subscribed, they can budget for the

maximum funding in the per pupil
formulas.

Plus, they have fewer ‘disadvan-
taged’ children, who may need ad-
ditional support resources. That’s
because those on lower incomes
can’t afford the house prices or
rents closest to the best-performing

: schools. Even when they are in the
i catchment area, it often comes down
¢ to distance from the school. It’s no
* wonder that in the ‘worst perform-

ing’ school near us, around half the
children are classified as ‘disadvan-
taged. Education should be a means
by which to lessen inequality, not
make it worse. Not in this system!
The National Education Union is
set to carry out an indicative ballot
of its members on the issue of pay

: and funding. We will be right behind

them if they take action to defend
education. And we will be doing
our part to fight for a socialist politi-
cal alternative to Starmer’s Labour,
helping to build an anti-cuts stand in
May’s local elections.

-
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editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Elon's Al used for sexual harassment
Take big tech out of billionaire hands

SMITH SAMSON
WALTHAM FOREST SOCIALIST PARTY

In a meeting with his tech employ- :

ees, billionaire Elon Musk expressed

his frustration with the ‘guardrails’ :
that had been placed on X’s - for- :
merly Twitter - Al bot Grok. Despite :
workers' reservations, the already
limited safeguards were turned offin :
order to, in the eyes of Musk, unleash
. What will Starmer do?
replies of users being flooded with :
Al-generated pornographic images :
of themselves in states of undress :

its full potential. The result was the

and in compromising positions.

the rampant misogyny which exists

users reported the posts, X’s con-
tent moderation team replied, say-

ing no policies had been breached :

and it would not remove any of the
nonconsensual pornographic con-

tent. Things came to a head when it :
was revealed that paedophiles had :
started using Grok to make images of :

underaged children.

X is under pressure to prevent the :

: Al from creating content of this kind :
: by the outrage people feel when
: seeing and hearing about this. X has :
now made it so only verified users - :
: those that pay for the service - are :
able to use Grok to generate adult :

content. This means users can still
generate pornographic pictures of

real people, they just have to pay :

Elon Musk first!

Keir Starmer’s response to the scan- :
dal was one of disgust combined with :
inaction. He said that X needed to :
: “get a grip” and the government has :

Unsurprisingly, the most affected :
users have been women, laying forth :

now urged regulator Ofcom to look

into X’s Al tool. Much hand-wringing :
: has been made by right-wing online
unchecked on the platform. When :

from having their images repurposed

by Al into graphic content.

The only way real change can oc- :
cur is through democratic public :
ownership of these big tech com- :
: panies and control of their prod- :
: ucts, like AI and social media, by :
: the working class. Big business will :
continue to propagate the worst the :
. internet has to offer because they :
: profit off of it, and the vast majority :
* of us have no say how new technol- :
ogy is used. Tech workers getting :
organised in their trade unions :
could play a powerful role. Workers :
can stand up to the bosses and say :
: they will not work on any technol-
ogy, which creates so much harm :
: when they know collective strength :
: commentators who say Ofcom may : :
: ban X in the UK, but the regulator's :
: past inadequate responses to scan- :
: dals embroiling social media com- :
! panies suggest its reaction will be :
¢ lacklustre. Trump has already threat-
ened the EU with sanctions if it takes :
steps towards regulating US tech gi- :
ants. Once again, Starmer is likely to :
¢ submit to the forces of US capital and :
fail to protect women and children

is backing their actions.

Like what you’ve read?

SUBSCRIBE TO
THE SOCIALIST

Written by real-life workers
and young people every week
socialistparty.org.uk/sub

Elon Musk GAGE SKIDMORE/CC
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Arequest for clarification ®--

on CEC election rules

The following letter was sent on 7 January to the interim leadership
of Your Party, the Independent Alliance MPs, including Jeremy
Corbyn, as well as to Zarah Sultana MP. As we go to press, the
Socialist Party has so far received no response.

Dear comrades,

I am writing to you, on behalf of the :
Socialist Party, to seek confirmation :
that members of our party are eligi- :
ble to stand in the elections to Your :
Party’s Central Executive Committee
(CEC). A number of our members, :
including Dave Nellist in the West :
Midlands, are considering putting :
themselves forward, but would like
to have the rules clarified before do- :

ing so.

As you know, Socialist Party mem- :
bers have been enthusiastic advo- :
cates for, and participants in, the :
development of Your Party at local :
and national level from the early pre- :
discussions to today. We have as- :
sumed that our members would be :
allowed to stand in the elections for :
the first democratically chosen lead- :
ership body of the new party. How- :
ever, we read in the ‘Who can stand’ :
section in the CEC election rules, cir- :
culated on 23 December 2025, that:
“For the avoidance of doubt, mem- :
bers of other political parties shall not :
be permitted to stand for election. :
Per the constitutional amendment :
passed at Your Party’s conference, :
dual membership of Your Party and :

 on was “that members may not hold
: membership of any other national
i party, which was overwhelmingly
: rejected.

However, the interpretation of

: the members’ decision in the CEC
¢ Election rules appears closer to the
: defeated “no dual membership”
: proposal than what was actually
: passed. Nowhere was it agreed that
: membership of other political par-
: ties “shall not be permitted” until
: CEC proposals were ratified by the
: next conference, but rather that
¢ dual membership would be permit-
: ted, with the CEC approving a list of
: parties that align with Your Party’s
values, which would be subject to
: annual ratification by the confer-
: ence. Given that the CEC does not
: yet exist, surely all Your Party mem-
! bers, including those who are also
: members of other left parties, should
: be allowed to contest these first CEC
: elections, provided they are in good
: standing?

We hope that you are able to con-

. firm that this is the case, and that the
: election will be run on the inclusive
 lines clearly favoured by the big ma-
: jority of Your Party members.

~

Jeremy Corbyn (centre)
joins a protest outside 1991
Labour Party conference

in Brighton, against Dave

Nellist (right) and Terry

Fields’ (left) expulsion from

the Labour Party PHOTO: MILITANT

Soclallst Party :
: members take :

extremely

: seriously the
: struggle to

| : build a new,

: broad mass

: workers’ party, :
: and strive to

: work together
: ina common

: struggle

- with all

: other forces

: whowant to

 a successful struggle for socialism. :
: Would it not insult the intelligence of :
¢ Your Party members if experienced :
: fighters for the working class now :
 suddenly ‘renounced’ their history :
: and ideas to join Your Party only as :
¢ individuals? Dave Nellist did not do :
! s0in 1991, when it was a matter of re- :
: maining as a Labour MP, a stand sup- :
: ported by Jeremy Corbyn at the time. :
i Nor did many other Militant support- :
. ers with positions in the Labour and :
: trade union movement. :
i Socialist Party members take ex- :
. tremely seriously the struggle to :
. build a new, broad mass workers’ :
¢ party, and strive to work together :
¢ in a common struggle with all other :
forces who want to achieve this, :
: whatever other political differences :
: we may have. As an organisation, :
: we fight for every step forward for
: the workers’ movement, and have :
: been campaigning for a new party :
¢ since Tony Blair transformed Labour :
: into New Labour, as a vital means of
strengthening the cohesion and con- :
fidence of the working class. When :
i Jeremy Corbyn was Labour leader, :
: we saw an opportunity for Labour :
! to be transformed into a workers’ :
: party, applying to affiliate to Labour :
i in order to assist in that struggle. Fol- :
: lowing Starmer’s victory within La- :
: bour we have welcomed every step :
¢ towards a new party, not least Your :
Party which, at its inception, clearly
. had the potential to be a decisive step :

. towards what is needed.

Nor can it be argued that Social-

¢ ist Party members are unwilling to
: abide by the democratic decisions
. of broader workers’ organisations of
: which we are part. On the contrary,
: we have demonstrated consistently
. in our long history in the trade un-
: ions and labour movement that
: we do so, working alongside other
: forces to further the immediate in-
: terests of the working class. We have
: also shown that in our work in the
¢ Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
: tion (TUSC) where we have collabo-
: rated with various other forces over
: fifteen years in order to help provide
¢ an inclusive electoral banner under
: which workers’ candidates, from
. different organisations or none, can
: contest elections on an anti-austerity
: programme.

We look forward to our members
continuing to prove our constructive

: approach in practice, as they work as
: part of Your Party, and we look for-
: ward to your confirmation that this
: includes our members’ rights to take
¢ part in the elections to the CEC. In
: taking this approach, Your Party will
: be adopting the best traditions of the
: workers’ movement in Britain, which
: involved Marxist organisations from
: the beginning.

Yours in solidarity,

Hannah Sell

Socialist Party general secretary
On behalf of the Socialist Party

For a fighting socialist stand

in May’s elections

any otheF nationz.:ll political party is : : Qf course tl}ere are some, a small . ’ achieve this, - - _ - -
not permitted until the CEC approves : : minority judging by the conference ahead - from how to fight the cuts at : these arguments about debates and : Socialist Party members are fighting for the strongest possible socialist stand in this May’s
specific national parties as aligning : ¢ votes, who believe that Socialist Party u local authority level to how a Your : organised trends inevitably devel- : Whatever : elections. Millions will go to the polls to express their anger at Starmer’s Labour government.
with the Party’s values, before ratifi- . members should be welcome in Your ave e Is Party government could defeat the oping in the future, but to still argue other political They should not be left without an option that points towards the party of the working class
cation by conference. : : Party only if they leave the Socialist sabotage of the capitalist class and : that Socialist Party members and : : that is needed.

Clearly we, along with the vast : : Party or, better still, that the Social- implement socialist policies - with- : others have to ‘leave their organisa- : differences we : If you are a trade unionist, young person or campaigner, determined to fight against
majority of members of Your Party, : : ist Party agrees to dissolve into Your out trenchant political debates? : tions at the door” in order to be al- : may have : Labour’s austerity policies, and to offer an alternative to Reform UK’s divide-and-rule

would be opposed to members of :
pro-capitalist political parties be- :
ing eligible for dual membership. :
However, we are assuming that or- :
ganisations such as ourselves, who :
wholeheartedly agree with Your :
Party’s aspiration, summarised in its :
founding statement, to build a “dem- :

ocratic, member-led socialist party”
with the “working class at its heart’,
are welcomed as part of Your Party.

This was certainly the mood of the :
majority of the members who took :
part in the vote on the issue dur- :
ing the founding conference. 69.2% :
of the 8,947 who voted agreed that :
Your Party “members shall be per- :
mitted to hold membership in other :
national political parties where they :
have been approved by the CEC as :
aligning with the Party’s values, to :
include those with whom the Party :
cooperates electorally. The approved :
list shall be subject to ongoing CEC :
review and annual ratification by :
National Conference.” The only other :
option selected for members to vote :

: Party. However, in our view this is
: a profoundly mistaken standpoint,
: revealing a lack of understanding
: about what approach is required to
: bring the mass workers’ party that is
: needed into being. Even if there were
. currently no different trends within
: Your Party, which is patently not the
: case, attempts to impose from above
: political uniformity on Your Party’s
: membership would be doomed to
: failure.

A top-down approach, banning

: different political trends arguing
: for their ideas within the broader
: framework of the party, could result
: in this new party being stillborn, as
: was the case with Arthur Scargill’s
¢ Socialist Labour Party, for example,
: notwithstanding his authority in the
: movement. And if, as we are all work-
: ing towards, Your Party was to make
: serious gains, political debate and
¢ discussion will be absolutely inevi-
: table, no matter what the rules. Can
: anyone seriously imagine Your Party
: dealing with the political challenges

Dave Nellist was Labour MP for Coventry South-East from
1983 to 1992, and a supporter of Militant, the Socialist
Party’s predecessor. While in office Dave took the
average wage of a skilled worker in the city,

the level of which was determined by the

city’s trade union movement.

Acting in defiance of Thatcher’s Poll
Tax, with millions of others led by the
All-Britain Anti-Poll Tax Federation,
in which Militant and Militant-
supporting MPs played a central role,
he refused to pay.

Dave was expelled from
membership of the Labour Party in
1991, while serving as MP, as part
of the right-wing witch-hunt against
socialists.

Dave also served as a Coventry city
councillor for St Michael’s ward from
1998 to 2012.

Today, Dave is a member of the
Socialist Party National Committee
and chair of the Trade Unionist and
Socialist Coalition.
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Some may respond by saying ‘yes,

but those debates should just be :
between individuals, not organised :
trends, but this is also totally unre- :
alistic. Individuals who share a com- :
mon position will inevitably start to :
organise to argue for it, and it will be :
vital for them to do so, because it is :
absolutely clear from history in Brit- :
ain and internationally that, if Your :
Party takes off, pro-capitalist forces :
will join it in order to try and move it :
to the right, attempting to make sure :
it is no threat to the existing order. :
When Jeremy Corbyn was elected :
Labour leader, the pro-capitalist :
forces were already dominating the :
party machine, but it would be naive :
to imagine that similar attempts at :
sabotage won't take place in a new :
party. To say that should only be :
countered from the top of Your Party, :
rather than via democratic organisa- :
tion and debate at the base, would :
be certain to hand victory to the pro- :

capitalist ‘moderates!

Of course, it is possible to accept :

: lowed to participate in Your Party. :
But this would be to take a dishon- :
est approach to Your Party and its :

members.

We, along with our co-thinkers :
internationally, have a developed :
programme and approach to the :
struggle for socialism. It is based on :
the historical experience of the work- :
ing class summed up in the ideas of :
Marxism, and on our party’s own ex- :
perience in class struggle over more :
than six decades, first as Militant and
now as the Socialist Party, including :
in leading two mass struggles that :
successfully defeated the Thatcher :
government, in Liverpool City Coun- :

cil and the poll tax.

Today, we have a sizeable base in :
the trade union movement, and also :
play a leading role on the university :
campuses. Our resources - including :
our weekly newspaper and monthly :
magazine - have been built by the :
dedication and self-sacrifice of our :
: members who see our programme as :
vital to the working class carrying out :

policies serving the rich bosses, then why not stand?

Canden Trade Unmmst ang <

PHOTO: SOC\ALIST PARTY
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Private companies to cut jobs
at HMRC offices - fight to bring
contracts in-house!

JP ROSSER
PCS HMRC GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBER, PERSONAL CAPACITY

hat does ‘next generation
facilities

departments
Starmer’s

vate profit, amid a backlog of re-
pairs, temporary office closures, and
staff resignations.

‘facilities management’

Mitie.

with ‘soft FM’ - cleaning, reception,

catering etc. This was supposed to :

deliver savings for HMRC.

It does appear that the winning :
bids from Sodexo and Mitie came in :
at a lower cost. But cheaper is rarely :

better.

On ‘hard FM; key performance in- :

dicators aren’t being met. Statutory

requirements aren’t being complet- :
ed. Without statutory safety of of- :
fices, they have to be closed to staff. :
HMRC is then left paying rent on :

buildings it can’t use.

Other repairs are mounting up :
too - broken doors, cracked win- :

dows, fallen ceiling tiles, broken taps,

management’ :
mean for government :
under :
Labour? It :
means public money used for pri- : ) .
: Turning taxpayer money into
. profit

: The only winners are the compa- :
In May 2025, HM Revenue and : nies siphoning taxpayer money into :
Customs (HMRC - the government :
tax and customs authority) moved :
from multiple private contracts for :
(FM) to :
one contract for the west of the UK, :
awarded to Sodexo, and one contract :
for the east of the UK, awarded to :

: broken toilets, faulty plug sockets - :
¢ the list goes on.
¢ On ‘soft FM, standards are barely :
: met or not met. This isn’t the fault :
: of the hard-working staff - they are :
doing as much as humanly possible, :
but are expected to deliver the im- :
possible. Due to cuts to headcount :
and hours, the workload is too much.

: been ignored.

Broad Left Network

shareholder dividends.

Sodexo staff have?

make its own cuts.

won't intervene.

PCS members at the London Mayor’s Office for Policing
and Crime (MOPAC) on strike 12-15 January against the
2% ‘lowest pay rise in the public sector’ - considerably
less than Labour mayor Sadiq Khan got himself BERKAY KARTAV

LOWEST pay
RISE IN THE

WHOLE PuBLIc
SECTOR
WHY?7?

MOPRE PR
ATSE =2

Fujitsu, Sodexo or Mitie, the private

: sector is a parasite on the public

sector.

This Labour government stood on
a manifesto that included the words:
“Labour will bring about the big-
gest wave of in-sourcing of public
services in a generation” This mani-
festo promise - like many others - has

: strategy

Even this isn’t enough for Sodexo :
and Mitie. Sodexo is seeking to make :
soft FM staff redundant across all the :
sites it has responsibility for. Rubbing :
salt into the wound, the redundancy :
: consultation was conducted in De- :
¢ cember. What kind of Christmas did

The new contracts bring together :
‘hard FM’ - maintenance and repairs, :

The PCS Broad Left Network, in
which Socialist Party members par-
ticipate, is putting forward a strategy
for the PCS HMRC group executive:
@ Publicly call on HMRC to end

¢ the contracts and bring services in-
¢ house. Current staff at Sodexo and
There’s mounting evidence that :
: Sodexo is ignoring its own redun- :
dancy policy and possibly employ- :
: ment law as well. And now Mitie :
has made the disgraceful decision to :
¢ in place, PCS must organise to seek
Neither company recognises the :
¢ PCSunion and both refuse to engage. :
PCS has raised concerns with :
: HMRC management - ie representa- :
tives of the Labour government. But :
HMRC says these cuts are a mat- :
ter for the private contractors and it :

Mitie offices should be offered roles
in HMRC, on the pay, terms and
conditions negotiated by PCS for all
HMRC staff

® While the FM contracts remain

recognition rights with Sodexo and
Mitie

® Every PCS branch in HMRC
needs to campaign to recruit the FM
staff into PCS

® Every PCS branch should
organise meetings of HMRC and FM

! members, to fully brief members,

Time and again, HMRC has en- :
tered into contracts with the private :
: sector that don’t deliver benefits. :
. Whether it's Mapeley, Concentrix, :

and gather their views and fighting
ideas

Let’s build up a fight to defend all
jobs and services in HMRC.

PCS national
elections

Nominations run from 15 January
to 5 March for election to the PCS
National Executive Committee
and group executives, including
HMRC.

Socialist Party and Broad Left
Network members are seeking
nomination to stand, alongside
others in the union who want to
see change.

We desperately need a
leadership that is prepared
to stand up to Starmer’s
government and fight to defend
jobs, services and pay.

Get all the latest
union news

<\ Nationalsho
"%’stawarﬂsngtwnrk

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

Newham school strike
over workload

Part of the big picket JAMESIVENS

JAMES IVENS
LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

Members of the National Education

Newham were out on the picket line
on 8 January. The strike was of teach-
ers and support staff together, over
workload.

The head has responded to fall-
ing funding by cutting preparation

instead of supply staff, plus other
measures.

It was a huge picket line, in the fine

¢ tradition built by Newham NEU. The
¢ school was all but closed - a few stu-
: dents went in but very few staff.

Union (NEU) at Little Ilfford School in :

The mood was really confident.

: One picket told me that alternative
: measures the union group wants,
¢ described as “not possible” by the
¢ head, in light of the strike are sud-
: denly described by management as
: possible.

time, insisting on internal cover :

At time of writing, negotiations

: were continuing and two days strike
: action were taking place this week.

Leeds council transport workers strike over conditions

LEEDS SOCIALIST PARTY

ALI MANSFIELD
YORKSHIRE SOCIALIST PARTY

Facing an unsafe working environ-
ment after cuts to funding, Unite

service have taken strike action. The
service provides school transport for
children with special educational
needs and disabilities, as well as
transport for medical services.
Drivers have been given no
means to access safety-critical in-
formation on passengers’ needs
and behavioural issues. One strik-
er reported having been punched
and kicked while at work within
the week preceding the strike, with

¢ others recounting incidents of ser-
: vice users being hurt due to a lack
: of appropriate safety equipment.
: Office support staff also face pres-
¢ sure due to understaffing.

members at Leeds council transport :

Despite all this, workers have

¢ been told the situation won’t be ad-
: dressed until at least April, due to
: the lack of funding from Labour-led
: Leeds council. This shows again the
: need to prepare a bold anti-auster-
: ity stand at the May elections, with
: councillors prepared to put for-
: ward needs-based budgets which
: would protect vital services like the
! transport service, mobilising a co-
: ordinated struggle in the workers’
: movement.

UCU further education strike: ‘No pay rise, cuts, and the daily grind’

DAVID KAPLAN
UCU REP ATWM COLLEGE, PERSONAL CAPACITY

niversity and College Union

(UCU) members at WM Col-

lege in Camden will be taking

part in the national strike ac-

tion for pay parity on 14-16
January.

We are an adult education college,
and as such we have had to face a real
cut in funding from central and local
government.

Funding

This year, my college faced a double
whammy of cuts: a 6% cut in funding
from the Labour government and a 3%
cut in regional funding. Despite our
college being in his constituency, the
large number of letters from our prin-
cipal to Keir Starmer have not persuad-
ed him to properly fund our sector.

We are taking action because we
desperately need more funding for
our college. Management’s proposal
of no pay rise but two additional
day’s holiday was rejected by UCU

Capital City College SARA SACHS ELDRIDGE |

members. Our demands
or cuts in jobs or provision.

Casualisation
The majority of our tutors are ses-

of teaching in our college.

the London UCU lobby of parliament

tion for the first time.

coming after a number of redundan-

include :
more funding to make sure that any :
pay rise doesn’t come with strings at- :
tached - either increased workload :

time as the daily grind of admin
tasks, which staff feel serve no real
purpose.

Adult education has such far-

: reaching benefits but is the easiest
¢ sector to cut. Staff feel they have a
: huge amount to contribute, given
: the funding and opportunity. All of
sional: they are on flexible contracts :
and are paid for each hour they teach. :
They have just as many administra- :
tive duties to carry out as permanent :
tutors but aren’t paid for that. The :
union needs to take up a determined :
campaign against the casualisation :

this has fanned the flames for strike
action.

@ After the three days of strike,
the UCU Further Education
Committee will discuss next steps.
Socialist Party members will argue

: for an escalating campaign
The mood of staff was buoyed by :

: @ At the end of January, voting
on 19 November, to raise the need :
for more funding for adult education :
ahead of the Budget. Over 100 staff :
and students attended the lobby, :
most participating in a demonstra- :

opens in the UCU National
Executive Committee elections.
It is a vital opportunity to
strengthen the numbers of those
on the national and further

: education committees who want
But the proposal for no pay rise, :

to build a serious fightback. Vote

: to re-elect Socialist Party member
cies in the summer, further angered
everyone. And all of this at the same :

Duncan Moore in the UK-elected
FE seat

Victory to the Lea Interchange hus strikers!

SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS

n9 and 10 January, bus driv- :
ers at Lea Interchange ga- :
rage in east London were on
strike again against victimi- :

sation of Unite reps.

In the run-up, it was reported that :
management were looking to bring :
in bus drivers from outside to try to :
break the strike, in a blatant attempt :
to maintain bullying management in :
the bus garage, and hold down wages. :

But the workforce stood strong. :
The strikers only spotted one driver :
from their own depot working during :
the rush houy, the rest were manag-
ers, some other Stagecoach employ- :
ees who weren'’t part of the ballot, :
and some drivers sent from other de- :
pots. Strikers told us that bosses had :
been desperately trying to get those :
people up to speed on the routes, but :
on the strike days there was a garage :

full of unused buses.

Bosses’ strike-
breaking efforts can
be defeated

Pickets were inspired to hear that in
the year-long Birmingham bin strike,

brought in by management to under-

mine the strike, and many of these :

have joined the action.
The whole trade union movement

ers. The Lea Interchange Unite reps,

Waltham Forest Trades Council and :
Socialist Party members have been :
working hard to make contact with :

other garages and build solidar-

ity among the trade union move- :
ment in the borough and among bus :

passengers.

HATT.
In an example of the solidarity needed, members of Barts Health
Trust Unite branch, including branch secretary Len Hockey
(front, fourth from left), visited the bus strikers SOCIALISTPARTY

Unite has recruited agency workers :

Addressing the pickets, one rep
: said: “The management say they
haven’t got the money [to settle
¢ our 2025 pay rise| but they've got

: plenty of money to pay people to :
must come to the aid of the bus work- :

do our job for us today. But there’s
: not many - buses are still here in the
garage.”

A Unite branch organiser told
strikers: “We send solidarity to the
: Cambridge Stagecoach drivers who
are also on strike right now. Stage-
coach is in trouble, because a lot of
: the garages are saying, ‘Why aren’t

we on strike too?’ Drivers in Go :

Ahead, Metroline, they're watching.

now balloting.

“Across all these privatised com- :
panies you see the same thing: the :
: bosses are trying to attack the lead- :
: ers of the workplaces that stand
: up to the bosses on behalf of the :
: workers”” :
Bringing solidarity from the Na- :
: tional Shop Stewards Network, Rob :
. Williams said: “It's no secret why :
: they go for shop stewards, because :
. if they discipline or suspend union :
: reps they're trying to make the un- :
: ion weaker. But the opposite is true :
. as well. Because you have been pre- :
. pared to fight for your union reps, :
: you're going to win a victory against :

Muna

Unite executive elections:
Future of the union at stake

Nominations have opened for the Unite Executive
Council elections.

The industrial and political approach of the union
is at stake in these elections, which take place as
Keir Starmer’s Labour government steps up anti-
working class austerity.

Socialist Party members are standing on the left
‘Workers Unite’ slate, that supports the manifesto
on which Sharon Graham was elected as general
secretary in 2021.

The slate includes fellow supporters of the Unite
Broad Left, including:

*  South West: sitting EC member Suzanne

* London and Eastern: Len Hockey

e Construction, allied trades and
technicians: Dave Walsh

e« Community, youth workers and not-for-
profit: Tanis Belsham-Wray

e LGBT+: John Williams

*  Young members: Oisin Mulholland

¢ Local authorities: Kathy Smith

See the full list of candidates at
backtotheworkplace.org

bullying management, and after that

¢ you're going to be in a better place to
Unite members at Bow garage are :

get the pay rise.

the strike, but look at all the buses
in the garage - they're not break-
ing this strike. Our answer is union

: solidarity.

Rob explained that he spoke to the

¢ driver of a bus that came out ear-

lier, and said to her: “Have a look at

They're your friends. The manage-
ment, they’re not your friends. If they
were your friends they'd have sorted
the pay rise out in April”

Socialist Party member Linda

pensioners in both Waltham Forest
and Hackney in support of the strike.

: “We've given out 3,000 leaflets on the
: buses. We got on the buses and spoke
: to the drivers, and they all bar one
“Managers are trying to break :

took a leaflet. When we gave leaflets

: to the passengers they were all read-
. ing them. Several times I did a little
: pop-up meeting and addressed the
: passengers and talked about the bad
: management. They all knew what we
: meant - all workers face this every
: day of their lives.”

the people on this side of the road. :

A striker told Martin Reynolds:

¢ “The union is doing a very good job
: here. The union is ready to negoti-
: ate, but management are not listen-
: ing. We all feel very disappointed
: getting treated like this by such a big
Taaffe described the campaign of :

company. We are the backbone of

: the company - without us, nothing
: moves.
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TONY SAUNOIS
SECRETARY OF COMMITTEE FOR AWORKERS'
INTERNATIONAL

he kidnapping of Venezuelan :
President, Nicolds Maduro, :
and his wife, Cilia Flores, :
through the military assault by :
US imperialism has, in a dra- :
matic fashion, ushered in 2026. This :
naked colonial attack by the Trump :
regime will have profound conse- :
quences in Venezuela, throughout
Latin America and in global geopo- :
litical relations. This modern version :
of ‘gun-boat diplomacy’ starkly illus- :
trates the nature of the era we are now :

m.

in Venezuela.

Trump’s actions were preceded by :
imperial piracy, with Venezuelan oil :
seized at sea and the amassing of a :
US armada with 15,000 troops in the :

Caribbean.

Maduro, in his first court appear- :
ance, stated he regards himself as “a :
prisoner of war’, which in many re- :
spects he is. The charges against him :
border on the ludicrous. The drug car- :
tel he is accused of heading, ‘Cartel de :
los Soles, branded a narco-terrorist :
organisation by the US, does not even :
exist as an organisation - in Venezuela
it is an acronym for officials taking :
bribes! Maduro may or may not be :
corrupt or involved with drug car- :
tels. However, that is a matter for the
Venezuelan working class to judge :
and decide upon. Not US imperialism :

Trump monitors U.S. military operations in Venezuela,
from Mar-a-Lago 3 January PHOTO: PUBLIC DOMAIN

This was not the peaceful opera- :
tion claimed by Trump and much :
of the Western media. Venezuelan :
forces claim most of Maduro’s body- :
guards were killed as they fought back :
during the operation. In addition, 32 :
Cuban fighters were also killed. The :
Venezuelan regime reports that over :
100 were killed in the fighting. The :
crucial question is what follows now :

: desperate to get its hands on Ven-
: ezuelan oil.

Trump gloatingly proclaimed the

¢ US will now “run” Venezuela and
: boasted US oil companies will seize
i Venezuela’s oil, which he calls “our
: oil” He went on to threaten that the
: US was not afraid of a further inva-
¢ sion, or “boots on the ground” should
: the Venezuelan regime not comply
: with the dictates of US imperialism.

Trump’s claim that this is about

“democracy’, echoed by other west-
: ern capitalist leaders like UK prime
: minister Starmer, is farcical. Brazen-
¢ ly, Trump and US Secretary of State
i Marco Rubio have dismissed the idea
. of new elections in Venezuela until
¢ the US “has sorted it out” The previ-
: ously lauded leaders of the Venezue-
¢ lan right-wing opposition, like Marfa
: Machado and Edmundo Gonzélez,
¢ (recognised by Washington and oth-
ers as the supposed winners of the
1 2024 Venezuelan presidential elec-
: tion), have for now been unceremo-
: niously ditched because they are
¢ “lacking support”.

Trump has openly and shamelessly

: laid claim to Venezuelan oil on be-
¢ half of US companies. Now he claims
¢ that he will seize fifty million barrels
. of Venezuelan crude and sell it on
: the open market. The revenue will
: be under his control and the funds
: raised can only be used to purchase
: US-produced goods! He blurts out the
: real intentions of US imperialism and
: brushes aside the sham hypocrisy of
! capitalist diplomacy, which is hated
* by sections of the US and other rul-
: ing classes globally. Western capitalist
¢ denunciations of Maduro as a dicta-
: tor are echoed by a deafening silence
¢ about their ‘allies’ heading brutal dic-
tatorships, like in Saudi Arabia.

This intervention, as Trump boast-

. ed, marks a return to the ‘Monroe
: Doctrine’ in a modern form. Declared

TRUMP’S NEW ERA OF

by US president James Monroe in :
1823, it asserted the right of US impe- :
rialism to intervene throughout Latin :
America in any way necessary to ad- :
vance and protect its interests. Then,
it was motivated to extend US influ- :
ence throughout the Americas against :
continued European intervention in :

the Western Hemisphere. Today, the
‘Monroe Doctrine’ is aimed at warn-
ing both China and Russia to keep

out of what the US still regards as its :
‘backyard, despite the weakened po- :
sition of US imperialism throughout :

the continent and globally.
Significantly, Maduro was meeting

a Chinese trade delegation only hours :
before he was kidnapped. China is :
the largest purchaser of Venezuelan :
crude oil. The White House’s National :
Security Strategy, released in Decem- :
ber 2025, asserts the unilateral right of :
the US to deny rival powers the ability :

to own or control “strategically vital

assets” in the Americas, and declares :
that the US should “make every ef- :

fort to push out foreign companies

that build infrastructure in the re- :
gion’; something that China has done :
rapidly in Latin America. Chinese :
goods trade with Latin America has :
grown forty times since the turn of :
the century to reach $518 billion in :
2024. Increasingly, Latin Americans :
are driving BYD cars, using Xiaomi
smartphones, and ordering taxis and :

food from Didi rather than Uber.

The assertion of US imperial might :
has decisive implications beyond :
Venezuela and Latin America, in the :
new world geopolitical order. This :
has been reflected in the seizure of an :
oil tanker flying a Russian flag in the :

: The struggle
: for economic
: and political
spheres of
influenceon :
all continents :
means that
: thisisanera
: of national,

: ethnic and

: regional wars
: and conflicts

: Atlantic by US and UK forces. In the
1 UK, Starmer is paying a price for his
¢ collusion with Trump and refusal to
: condemn the kidnapping of Maduro,
with further divisions opening up in
: the ruling Labour Party as a result.

: ‘Rules-based’ order

The former so-called ‘rules-based’
international order of ‘international
law, which supposedly existed follow-

: ing the Second World War, presided
: over by capitalist bodies such as the
. United Nations, has been shredded.
: Yet even in the past the ‘rules’ were
: frequently broken by all the imperial-
: ist powers. Witness the interventions
: in Vietnam, Iraq, Iran and elsewhere.
: US imperialism has invaded or insti-

gated military coups in almost every
country in Latin and Central America.
However, in the new geopolitical

. situation, with weakened US and Eu-
: ropean imperialisms, mirrored by the
: rise of China and some other powers
: like India, greater consequences will
: flow from the new ‘Monroe Doctrine!
: After all, if the US can intervene to de-
: fend its interests in its ‘backyard’ why
: can’t other powers like China, Russia,
: or India do the same? The scene is
. now set for further military conflicts
: globally and greater polarisation.

Some of those in Trump’s circle re-

¢ fer to a desired goal of the contending
: powers holding spheres of influence
¢ - in effect carving up the world be-
: tween the US, China, Russia and
others, and with ‘agreement, tacit or
: openly, of no interference in each oth-
¢ er’s spheres. In a globalised economy
: and multipolar, fractured world, this
: is wishful thinking. The redivision of

the world between imperialist powers :
will only bring more tensions, shifting :

alliances, conflicts and new wars.

The Trump regime now proclaims :
that it only wants “friendly” regimes :
on its borders. As a result, Trump :
rages against the Cuban regime, and :
the Colombian and Mexican Presi- :

dents threatening that they could face
regime change if they fail to comply
with the agenda determined by the
White House and Pentagon.

The White House now brazenly

states it is seriously looking at how :
it can take Greenland. It has done :
this historically. In 1946 it offered to :
buy Greenland from Denmark for :

$100 million, an offer turned down

by Denmark. Military occupation is :
apparently not being considered at :
this stage. An attack on Greenland, :
currently a Danish self-governing au- :

tonomous territory, would constitute

the US attacking another member of :

the NATO alliance, threatening its ex-

istence, which Trump would not be :
concerned about. Trump will prob- :

ably try to ‘buy’ Greenland, or back a

campaign to bribe the population into :

agreeing to US investment and exploi-

tation of its natural resources, but this :

could change.

Trump’s demand for Greenland is :
already and will further split and in- :
crease the growing conflict between :
the EU and US. This is reflected in the :
official US policy outlined in the Na- :
tional Security Strategy document. :
These developments are also accu- :
mulating divisions and splits within :

the EU.

It was not an accident that Trump :
threatened intervention in Iran :

IMPERIALISTAGGRESSION

SCaE W
PHOTO: PUBLIC DOMAIN

. should the regime continue repress-
¢ ing the significant mass protests that

: have erupted there in recent weeks. A

: Thiseraiis
: to hecome
. astruggle
. hetween

: revolution
- and counter- :
. revolution
: = hetween
. a socialist
 future or

. barbarism

: further military attack on Iran cannot
: now be excluded.

Domestically, Trump is running

into increasing problems, difficulties
: and crises. The mass “No Kings Day”

protests in 2025 illustrate the grow-
ing opposition and disenchantment
he faces domestically. The sizable
protests against the intervention in

: Venezuela in the US are a further il-
: lustration of this. The execution by
¢ federal ICE paramilitaries in Minne-
: apolis of Renee Nicole Good, and the
: protests that erupted as a result, il-
: lustrate the polarisation and conflicts
taking place in the US. Trump faces
: the prospect of suffering serious set-

backs in the upcoming midterm elec-
tions in November 2026.
One factor driving his turn to the

: Monroe Doctrine internationally at
: this conjuncture is precisely the do-
: mestic opposition and crisis that is
. unfolding.

In Latin America, large protests

: against US intervention have taken
: place in most countries. The continent
: and each country on it is extremely

: polarised, socially and politically.

: The governments of Colombia, Brazil,
i Mexico, Cuba and Chile (the outgoing
: government) have all condemned US
. intervention and demanded Madu-
: ro'sreturn.

On the other side, Milei in Argen-

: tina, the new Chilean president Kast,
¢ and others have enthusiastically sup-

: ported Trump. They, along with the

¢ ruling classes internationally, are us-
! ing the situation in Venezuela to try

and discredit the idea of ‘socialism’ :
This will be attempted in the US, par- :
ticularly following the election vic- :
tory of Zohran Mamdani as Mayor of :
New York. He presented himself as a :
“democratic socialist” despite wrong- :
ly remaining in the capitalist pro-im- :
perialist Democratic Party. Despite :
the limitations of his programme, his
election has put the idea of socialism :
back on the agenda for debate in the :

Us.

Polarised world

The explosive events following US :
intervention in Venezuela are a re- :
flection of the polarised geopolitical :
arena that global capitalism has fos- :
tered. The multipolar world and the :
existence of the highly erratic Trump :
regime, together with right-wing na- :
tionalist Bonapartist regimes like :
Putin’s in Russia and Netanyahu’s in :

Israel, is an explosive cocktail.

The struggle for economic and :
political spheres of influence on :
all continents means that this is an :
era of national, ethnic and regional
wars and conflicts. The Middle East, :
Ukraine, Sudan and other conflicts :
illustrate this. The clash between the :
UAE and Saudi Arabia in Yemen in :
December 2025, narrowly averted, for :
now, a major war erupting between :
these two powers rather than the :

proxy war that is being fought.

The US bombing of Islamist bases :
in Nigeria has intensified the division :
and clashes within the country. Cru- :
cially, the prospect of a major clash :
involving China and Taiwan is ever- :
present in the situation. More serious :
conflicts than those already seen are :

likely.

Capitalism means war in this era. :
But not only military wars and con- :
flict. Important features of the class :
war also emerged during 2025. In :
December 2025, millions took to the :

: streets in Portugal in the biggest gen-
. eral strike for decades. General strikes
: have also rocked Italy, Belgium,
: Greece and India. The mass protests
: that have shaken Iran in the last few
i days are also an indication of the
. struggles that lie ahead. The general
: strikes that have taken place at the
i moment have assumed the character
. of protest strikes rather than a strug-
. gle for power. Yet they have put the is-
: sue of the general strike back on the
. agenda of social and class struggle.

The prospect of a global economic

: recession or crash in 2026 is a seri-
: ous possibility. This will have a deci-
: sive impact socially and politically.
: Combined with the geopolitical crisis
: and conflicts, the worsening climatic
i and environmental catastrophe that
: is unfolding, the development and
¢ introduction of Al, it can polarise
: the situation and consciousness still
: further. A layer can be drawn to right-
: wing populist forces for a period. Yet
. it will also have a radicalising effect to
: the left, on millions searching for an
: alternative social system.

The crucial challenge for the work-

¢ ing class and revolutionary socialists
: is the need to build support for an
alternative social system, socialism,
. and the programme and organisation
: necessary to achieve it. The struggle
¢ to build new mass socialist parties of
: the working class and all those op-
. pressed by capitalism, together with
: the need for a revolutionary socialist
: programme, is now more urgent than
: ever. This era is to become a struggle
. between revolution and counter-rev-
: olution - between a socialist future or
¢ barbarism.

: @ This is a shortened version of

: the article ‘Venezuela, Trump and a
New Era of Imperialist Aggression’,
. published online at socialistworld.
: net on 8 January 2026

Protesting against Trump during the youth walkout
against Trump in Britain, September 2025 PHOTO: LIVERPOOL SP
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2025 ends with huge success

Now help fund the
fighthack in 2026!

ISAI MARIJERLA
SOCIALIST PARTY TREASURER

: Every week, our members are out
: campaigning on local issues and put-

: ting forward the demands and pro-

Every quarter, the Socialist Party has :
a target to raise £25,000 for the fight- :
ing fund, which pays for the cam- :
paigning materials needed in our :
fight for socialism. We had a fantastic :
end to 2025, with quarter four rais- :
ing £66,558. Thank you to all who :
contributed!

A large part of that was down to :
the marvellous financial appeal dur- :
ing our Socialism 2025 weekend. :
Of the £68,150.25 that was pledged, :
£65,123.25hasbeen paidin.£10,0000f :
ithas been donated to the Committee :
for a Workers International, to build
the international struggle for social- :
ism. We also raised £14,272 in public :
activities and fundraising - primarily :
in small donations from workers and :
young people we meet campaigning. :

Fund the fightback
DONATE TODAY

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/donate or call 020 8988 8777
® or make cheques payable to Socialist Party,

PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

:

gramme needed to win.

2026 is going to see a continuation
of struggle. Now, more than ever, so-
cialist ideas provide an alternative
to the rotten capitalist system that
is fuelling war, poverty and environ-
mental crisis.

One of the Socialist Party’s key
demands is for the working class to
have its own mass party - one which
fights for decent jobs, council homes,
and fully funded services. We will be
campaigning for that in this May’s
elections - fighting for candidates
who pledge to resist further auster-
ity, and reject the logic of the capi-
talist system which delivers endless
austerity.

Help us raise the funds this quarter
to carry out that fight!

SOGIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

AREA SRECEVED S TARGET (04: OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025 DEADLINE: CLOSED
NorthWest | 3,752 " 1,200 [N [N NN [N [ [ [ [ o3
Wales 7,063 2,400 NN [N [N N v oo
SouthWest! 5,075/ 2,100/ | I [N NN NN [ [ I e 2e2
Southern&SE 5,500 2,400 | NN NN N N N N O N e 220%
London 10,621 5,000 (NN NN [N [ [ o o oy 2w
Eastern 2,738 1,300 [N NN [N [ [ o
East Midlands| 74,0351 2,050 [N (N N (NN I N I sl
Yorkshire 4,523 2,650 [N NN N [N I I N I N el
West Midlands 3,472 2,700 [N NN [N U [y o o s
Northern 676 800 | NN NN NN N N I 5%
Other! 719,104" 72,400 [N (NN 1 I I O fmoeel
ToTAL 66,558 25,000 [N [N NN N [ e

Venezuela solidarity protests

Leeds

Following a weekend that saw Ven- :
ezuelan president Nicolds Maduro :
and firstlady Cilia Flores, kidnapped :
by US forces; and a week that saw :
Israeli aggression towards Palestin- :
ians continue, despite the supposed :
October ceasefire being in effect; :
the need to vent rage and disdain :
towards this abhorrent behaviour at :
international level came in the form :
of a ‘Hands Off Venezuela and Pal- :
i ceived flagrant threats from the US :

Roughly 400 people gathered :
outside Leeds Art Gallery to show :
staunch opposition towards US/Is- :
raeli imperialist and colonialist ag- :
gression. Particular attention was :
paid to Heba Murasi and Kamran :
Ahmed, two hunger strikers cur- :
rently at risk of death, imprisoned :
waiting for trial for their alleged :

estine’ rally in Leeds.

: involvement
. protests.
:  Jeremy Corbyn attracted a slightly :

larger crowd than usual. He spoke
of a weak international community,

how, unchallenged, US/Israeli ag-

called on solidarity with the work-

ing class in both Venezuela and Pal- :
estine, and indeed Colombia, Cuba
: buoyant and we had a good reception

and Mexico, all of whom have re-
Trump administration.

Asthe speeches drewto an end, the
march made its way around Leeds

that is becoming familiar in Leeds.

RICHARD CHAVES-SANDERSON
LEEDS SOCIALIST PARTY

in Palestine Action :

Socialist Party
members on protests

. A demonstration in support of the
: Venezuelan people, organised by lo-
unable and unwilling to stand up :
for international law. He described :
: January, which Socialist Party mem-
gression sets a dangerous precedent :
for the world we now live in. Corbyn :
: waving flags and holding signs such as

cal Your Party campaigners, was held
outside Reading Station on Friday 9

bers supported and attended.
Around thirty people came along,

“Hands off Venezuela" and "Venezue-
la is not the enemy". The mood was

for our ideas and opposition to Trump.
In addition to handing out Social-

: ist Party leaflets on Venezuela we also
: promoted a public meeting on 25
City centre, blazoned with flags and :
chanting slogans of support, a sight :
: tana and Dave Nellist will be speaking.

January, at 1pm in Coronation Hall,
Woodley, RG54JD, atwhich Zarah Sul-

SAMUEL FISHER
. READING SOCIALIST PARTY

Model Motion: Oppose Trump’s attack on Venezuela

This [union conference/branch/NEC] :
condemns US President Trump’s esca-
lation of violence against Venezuela, :
which has seen the bombing of the :
capital Caracas and the abduction and :
arrest of Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro.

This is on top of the US military airforce
bombing shipping off the coast of Vene-
zuela and in the Caribbean and the sei- :

zure of oil tankers by US military forces.

This [union conference/branch/NEC]
rejects any notion that these actions and :
threats are in response to ‘drug cartels’. :

Trump has blatantly said that the US :
will “run” Venezuela, particularly tar- :
geting the publicly owned oil industry :
- which has the world's largest proven :

crude oil reserves.
He has a blood-stained record - back-

ing up the genocidal attack by the Israeli :
Government and military in Gaza. Dis- :
gracefully, they have been joined in this E

by Starmer’s Labour Government.

Trump has also ordered bombing of
targets in Iran while totally defending the :
Saudi Arabian feudal dictatorship which :

executed at least 356 people last year.

the democratically elected socialist gov- :
ernment of Chile in 1973 and the mur- :

der of the president Salvador Allende.

When previous Venezuelan president
Chavez was deposed via a coup, the US :
. particularly its anti-worker, anti-union

However, through mass action, the
coup was defeated and Chavez was re- :
stored. His government implemented :
policies such as the nationalisation of :
* the oil and gas industry. E

rushed to recognise his ‘successor’.

This  [union

lan workers or poor.

place in the US against Trump’s attack
on Venezuela.

They are a further indication of the
emergence of opposition to Trump’s
big business government in the US,

policies and its scapegoating of mi-
grant workers. In June, SEIU trade un-
ion California President David Huerta
was arrested in ICE Raids. An estimat-

: ed 7 million people took part in the ‘No
. Kings’ demonstrations throughout the
conference/branch/ :
NEC] believes that Trump’s actions are :
aimed at ensuring a regime in Venezue-
la in the interests of US capitalism, as :
well as trying to intimidate the working- :
class and poor masses throughout the :
region, suffering from brutal austerity.
: Whilst not endorsing the programme :
and methods of Maduro’s government, :
it is the task of the Venezuelan masses :
to settle their own accounts with it. We
: stand in total opposition to this imperi- :
. alist intervention by the Trump regime :
aimed at getting control of Venezue- :
lan oil, and the country itself. Neither
: Trump nor the right-wing Thatcherite :
: opposition led by Machado are con- :
. cerned about the interests of Venezue- :

The US has a long history of capitalist : :
imperialist aggression in South and Cen- :
tral America, including assisting the bru- :
tal and illegal coup by Pinochet against :

US in October.

This [union conference/branch/NEC]
calls on our union to:-
® send support and solidarity to
workers and their unions in Venezuela
and the US in their fight against
Trump’s policies and aggression, and
for our union to support protests and
demonstrations and to mobilise our
members for them
® call for international workers’
solidarity against Trump’s imperialist
aggression and big business policies.
We welcome the incredible mass strikes
by Italian workers in solidarity with the
Gaza flotilla in October
® support the building of a political

. alternative for workers in the US and

: here in the UK in opposition to Starmer
This [union conference/branch/NEC] :

welcomes the protests that have taken :

on a socialist programme, and call on
our union to play an active role in this

JAMES TAYLOR
BIRMINGHAM SOCIALIST STUDENTS

The Socialist Students annual con- :
ference is taking place in Manchester :
on 14 February. Members will be vot- :
ing on the adoption of a new consti- :
tution, as well as debating the role we
can play, fighting for socialistideasin :

the student movement.

The huge enthusiasm for Corbyn :
and Sultana’s Your Party in the sum- :
mer, and for Zack Polanski’s leader- :
ship of the Green Party shows the :
huge appetite for socialist ideas. This
conference will help us sharpen our :
understanding of the political pro- :
cesses taking place, and prepare us :
for the opportunities and challenges :
of getting stuck into the struggles :

ahead.

The capitalist system offers no way :
forward for young people. In fact, :
by trying to look after the profits of :
the bosses, governments like Keir :
Starmer’s are attacking young and :
working-class people. We anticipate :
significant student movements in the :
coming years, and want Socialist Stu- :
dents to be prepared to play a role in

leading those struggles.

We have already tested our ability :

to lead youth movements by organ-

president.

We want to get as many students :
as possible, prepared to help get or- :
ganised and fight for socialist ideas, :

to come to this conference.

In Birmingham, we have organ- :

ised to hire a people carrier to get
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: our Socialist Students members to :
. Manchester. There are a few ben-
: efits of this over individual trans- :
port. First, it is slightly cheaper for :
each passenger to pay their share :
for car hire than to buy a train ticket. :
Second, attendees are more likely :
to make a firm commit to come if :
they pay up front to confirm their :
: place with us, rather than facing :
the additional and more expensive :
hurdle of having to organise their :
own transport. Third, it will give us :
a chance to discuss politics and the
proposed constitution together on :

the journey.

Our activities on campus will in- :
clude leafleting and organising our :
usual fortnightly meetings. These :
meetings focus on issues which :
. students are engaged in. Our first :
meeting back after Christmas is dis- :
cussing Trump’s abduction of Nico- :
14s Maduro, and the character of the :
¢ funded education.

Another practical measure we :
have taken is creating and updating :
a beautifully colour-coded spread- :
sheet of contacts gathered from :
meetings and stalls this year. In the :
. coming weeks we will be contacting :
all 80+ names on the spreadsheet to :
: encourage them to come along to the
ising hundreds of students walking :
out against Trump in September, :
when Starmer’s government and the :
King rolled out the red carpet for the :

Chavez-Maduro governments.

conference.

Rk

BUILDING FOR SOGIALIST STUDENTS
CONFERENGE 2026

PENELOPE DAWBER
PRESTON SOCIALIST STUDENTS

Preston Socialist Students members
at University of Lancashire (UCLan)
and Cardinal Newman College are
working extremely hard to prepare
for Socialist Students conference.
In just three short months, we have
formed a society at the university
and are on the way to one at the col-
lege. We have been out campaigning,
including helping organise a coun-
ter-demo to a far-right organised
anti-immigration protest.

But we're not slowing down this
new year! Ahead of the conference,
some of us are going to the UCU
strike at Lancaster and Morecambe
College against unfair, below-in-
flation pay rises. We plan to speak
to students about why they should
support their teachers on strike, and
join them in a fight for decent, fully

On 17 January, we are joining a
march through Preston against the
Reform council's planned closure
of several nurseries and care homes
across Lancashire, organised by local
authority trade union Unison. There
we will be making a call for a work-
ers' budget conference in the city, to

. draw up a council budget that would

I encourage all to push for maxi- :
mum participation in this confer- :
ence, reaching out to every student :
: we have met this year, including :
members of other socialist-adjacent :
student societies, to get as broad
: a layer of youth along as possible. :
: Building strong foundations for us :
to play a role in futures struggles of :
: youth and students.

meet the needs of our communities.
We are also planning meetings to
discuss the draft constitution docu-
ments for Socialist Students, to be
voted on at the conference, including
to discuss any comments or amend-
ments that we wish to make.

We are going to advertise the con-
ference with campaign stalls at the

¢ college and uni. Using our position
: asan official society, we will try to get
¢ the Students Union to advertise the
: conference.

When we hold our next meetings

. we will also be discussing transport
: down to the conference. Even though
: in Preston we are still only small, we
. are having a big impact, and our new
. members can be thanked for that!
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Solidarity with UCU
Further Education
strikes!

This week from Wednesday 14 to Friday
16 January, members of the University
and College Union (UCU) will be taking
industrial action over funding, pay and
conditions. College students face many
issues due to the lack of funding. Our
education suffers due to higher class sizes
and overworked and underpaid staff. This
is what striking UCU members are fight-
ing against.

Socialist Students sends its full solidari-
ty to all UCU members taking strike action
and our members will be on the picket
lines in support. We will stand alongside
workers fighting back against the fund-
ing crisis to fight for the education we
deserve.
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Organising the

student fig tback
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University Place @
University of Manchester

176 Oxford Rd, Manchester
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Remove private provision from social care

| PHOTO: SOCIALIST PARTY WALES

DAVE GORTON
CHESTERFIELD SOCIALIST PARTY

In my lifetime, the delivery of resi- :
dential care in the UK has shifted :
dramatically from the public and vol- :
untary sector being responsible for :
over 89% in 1960 to a position where :
today, private provision stands at :
83%. The public sector is now re- :

sponsible for just 4% of provision.

studies sometimes
adult (and children’s) social care. But

been a deliberate policy pursued by :
the capitalist class over the last few :
decades of turning a lifeline for those :
in need to a huge accumulator for the :

already rich.

There is even a new word be- :
ing used for this - ‘extraction! It’s :
a friendlier word than ‘theft’ but :
amounts to the same thing - a mas- :
sive transfer of wealth from the pub- :

lic sector to big business.

‘Extraction’

A November 2025 report “Ending ex- :
traction in the UK care system” pub- :
lished by Reclaiming Our Regional :

Economies declares:

“Instead of facilitating the care of :
children, older people, disabled and :
learning disabled people, our care :
system facilitates the extraction of :
value and wealth from places and :
local public service budgets. While :
executive pay booms, frontline work- :

ers receive little more than the mini-

mum wage. While local government :
and central government struggle to :
pay the bills to meet increasing de- :
mand, private company profits con- :

tinue to rise.”

:  But the report’s aim of reaching a :
: fairer outcome relies on governmen- :
: tal intervention to limit capitalism’s :
rapacious reaches. Crucially, it has :
no answers for when governments :
refuse to intervene. In these times of :
potential development of new par- :
ties of the working class, it needs to :
be reasserted that only a socialist :
society will have the capability to re- :
: move private provision from social :

Devolution means England’s fig- : :
ures are now counted separately and :
cocialcare. 5ot | PTIVate equity and
nothing alters the fact that there has :

care.

lionaires based abroad.

:  Private equity firms - investment :
i companies looking to make a large :
: profit in the shortest possible time :
¢ - use borrowed money. They utilise :
¢ debt to buy, grow and run compa- :
nies. This means making interest :
payments on the debt. As interest :
payments are in part not taxed, this :
. provides a means of removing money :
from a business while paying less tax :
than would be the case for dividends. :

This use of debt improves profit :
margins for owners, while transfer- :
ring risk to operating companies in :
: ticipation of local councillors, trade
The residential care sector in the :
¢ UK is borrowing £7 billion and a :
small group of private equity funded :
businesses in the sector is responsi- :
ble for the vast majority of this. The :
total debt of the UK’s 26 largest care :
: home providers is £35,000 per bed, :

the care sector.

so 16% of weekly fees paid for resi-
dential care goes to service debt in-
terest payments.

Complex arrangements separating
property and operations into differ-
ent companies mean care providers
can rent their properties from related
companies within the same organi-
sation. As a result, property rents
have become another major factor in
robbing the social care sector.

The largest for-profit care homes

. in the UK are spending 11.1% of
: their income on rent, compared to
: only 2.3% for the largest non-profit
i providers.

: & H 7
Ofthe 20 largest providers in the chil- : Mﬂnﬂy |Eak|||g 0||t

dren’s homes and fostering sector,
: 50% have a private equity or sover- :
eign wealth fund owner. Four of the :
five largest providers in adult home :
care are either owned by private eq- :
uity firms, US hedge funds or by bil- :
¢ viduals and their families, estimated

Nearly £50 billion is spent annually
by local authorities in England on
care services. This amounts to 70% of
all local authority spending. This is in
addition to the costs paid for by indi-

to be 50% of social care costs, and the
huge levels of care done unpaid.

The report states “the truth is that
money exists in the care system but
too much of it is ‘leaking out” - an-
other euphemism, better translated
as ‘stolen’!

The Socialist Party argues for
‘needs budgets’ - for councillors to
implement budgets that provide the
services local communities want and
need, instead of what'’s ‘affordable’
The finances for these services can be
fought for with the active joint par-

unions and community groups. It is
not sufficient to simply declare there
isn’t enough money while the bil-
lionaires rob ordinary people of their
health and quality of life. If you're not
going to struggle, then stand aside for
those that will!

McDonald’s sexual
harassment scandal: we
can’t trust the hosses

JOHN WILLIAMS
UNITE HOSPITALITY MEMBER

he McDonald’s sexual harass-

news again.

cluding the bakers’ union (BFAWU)

body - in a serious escalation.
After the initial BBC investigation

nation.” Bosses have said more train-
ing will be done, which is welcome,
but how will workers make sure that
this is acted on and the rot cut out?

tant thing to me is the workers. Their

horrifying detail, is that most of the

ers. The appalling behaviour they've

had to endure will be, for many of :
them, their very first experience :
of life in the workplace. The stress, :
anxiety and mental health struggles :
many of them probably have or will :

McDonald’s workers on strike in 3 -
2018 alongside other hospitality rf"
staff PHOTO: SCOTTJONES

N

¢ develop is truly upsetting to think
: about.

Unions and workers should be at

: the heart and centre of any investiga-
ment scandal is back in the :
Investigations :
two years ago revealed wide- :
spread sexual abuse and har- :
assment of many teenage workers. A :
group of five trade union bodies, in- :
: why many workers feel powerless.
and the TUC (Trades Union Con- :
gress) have said that McDonald’s had :
violated international labour stand- :
ards and submitted a complaint to :
the UK National Contact Point (NCP) :
- a semi-independent government :
¢ ersand unions. Buthow on Earth can
* we trust this Labour government to
and coverage, the company prom- :
ised to sort things. But since then, the
BBC has received more than 160 com- :
plaints, and the Equality and Human :
Rights Commission over 700! Unions :
put in their complaint to the NCP that :
this is “further evidence of persistent, :
deeply rooted gender-based discrimi- :
¢ workers to join fighting trade unions
: where they can collectively take on
. the issue,
: and bad managers. It should be the

Ian Hodson, president of the bak- :
ers’ union called the allegations :
“horrific” and said: “The most impor- :
: willing to escalate to further action
voices need to be heard. Everyone :
deserves the right to be safe when :
they go to work” Absolutely. And a :
: when McDonald’s workers went out
allegations are coming from teenag- :
* working conditions.

tion into the allegations and decide
the measures that need to be taken.
No stitch ups! Far too often have voic-
es of trade unionists been ignored
and swept aside by bosses thinking
they can control the narrative. That’s

Especially as the company makes
profit and relies on their labour in ex-
change for low pay, making them feel
like small cogs in a machine.

The Labour government is now of-
fering to negotiate between employ-

fight for the material interests of pre-
carious workers? They've U-turned
on their workers’ rights pledges, in-
cluding protections from sackings
from day one, and will now allow
some zero-hour contracts.

The best way to tackle sexual har-
assment in the workplace is for all

removing perpetrators

organised working class that come
up with the necessary processes to
keep workers safe. Unions should be

if necessary, such as protests and
strike action if workers continue to
be made unsafe, as they did in 2017

on strike against low pay and bad

® John is standing for the LGBT+
seat in the Unite Executive Council
elections as part of the ‘Workers
Unite’ slate, see page 7 for more
information

Bristol far right
outnumbered but
assisted by police

ROGER THOMAS
VICE PRESIDENT BRISTOL TRADES UNION COUNCIL

Cenotaph,

in reality to pedal their racist ideas.

been usual in the last few months,

move any face covering.

for the counter-protesters to be per-

protest was declined by the police.

PHOTO: ROGER THOMAS

As a consequence, the counter-

: protesters sought to outflank the po-
¢ lice cordon and try to cut off the far
Once again, the far-right Bristol ‘Pa- :
triots’ named the day, Saturday 10 :
January, for a march in Bristol and
managed to produce probably their :
smallest gathering so far. Heavily :
outnumbered by counter-protesters, :
around 40 of them gathered at the :
ostensibly to protest :
against the Starmer government but :
: the Cenotaph, where a final stand-

Despite being so outnumbered,
they were enabled to gather, as has :
: were dispersed under heavy police
by an enormous police operation.
We counted as many as 14 vans of :
police plus horses lined up in two :
lines between the contingents. Police :
officers, some of who were openly :
joking with far-right activists before :
the protest, spent a disproportionate :
amount of time filming the counter- :
protesters, and serving notice to re- :
: ion movement to take up the issue

Once again the police had one :
ambition, and that was to enable the :
far right to march, whatever the cost :
- financial and physical. A request :
: the policy passed at this year’s TUC
mitted to follow behind the far right :
and to expose their pathetically small :
: austerity.

right. Pursued by large numbers of
police, protesters marched up Corn
Street only to be blocked. They then
moved onto Baldwin Street, Bristol
Bridge, Castle Park and finally into
the shopping centre.

Each attempt to block the far
right was unsuccessful due to the
numbers of police. Finally, back to

off between the two groups lasted
for a further hour until the far right

protection.

At the rally towards the start, all
speakers correctly attacked the La-
bour government for its slavish atti-
tude towards the US and its pro-big
business agenda.

Socialist Party members argued
for a working-class alternative to
the far right, and for the trade un-

of building a movement against
austerity. We pointed to the TUC
policies for a union-led campaign
for ‘jobs and homes not racism,; and

for it to organise a union-led week-
end demonstration against Labour’s
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Book review: Great Revolutionaries
by Peter Taaffe

‘Marxist ideas brought to life, grounded in
real historical struggles and debates

: were earlier opportunities to seize
: power, the overthrow of the provi-

GREAT

REVOLUTIONARIES

JOE WOOLFALL
LIVERPOOL SOUTH SOCIALIST PARTY

BY PETER
TAAFFE

LEFT
BOOKS

left
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Great
Revolutionaries is
£10 at Left Books
The bookshop of

the Socialist Party
Marxist classics

and Socialist Party
publications

® Visit lefthooks.co.uk
® or call 020 8988
8789

® PO Box 1398,
Enfield EN1 9GT

: sional government occurred only
: once the Bolsheviks had won the

conscious support of the working
class. Through experience, workers
came to understand that no other

: party would end Russia’s involve-
ment in the World War One, distrib-
: ute land to the peasants, or provide
: bread for the starving population.

Despite its relatively short length,

¢ this book offers a clear Marxist ex-
. planation of Stalinism, the theory of
¢ Permanent Revolution, and the re-
: spective roles of Trotsky and Lenin in
¢ October 1917.

Overall, this is a brilliant text, rich

: with lessons for socialists today. One
: chapter that stood out to me in par-
! ticular was the discussion on trade
: unions and how Marx and Engels
: orientated to them. This is especially
: relevant given current debates on the
¢ British left surrounding the forma-
: tion of ‘Your Party, co-founded by
: Jeremy Corbyn and Zarah Sultana.
: WhenIfirstjoined the Socialist Party,
: Inoticed that our call for a new mass
* workers’ party was distinctive: other
: forces either clung to the Labour Par-

¢ ty or embraced the ‘anti-party’ mood
. -anoutlook Peter critiques repeated-
¢ ly in the book. When a new left party

: its inception. It equips readers with :
¢ theoretical tools relevant to the cur- :

: rent period of capitalist crisis, in :

is a

reat Revolutionaries
recently published book, :
written by Peter Taaffe, the :
former General Secretary :
of the Socialist Party. It in- :
cludes a series of articles examining :
the lives and ideas of key figures in :
the history of socialism and working- :
class struggle. Peter passed away on :
23 April 2025 after a lifetime dedicat- :
ed to the fight for socialism.

Peter was central to the political :
leadership of Militant, the Social-
ist Party’s predecessor, and its role :
in leading the successful struggles :
against Thatcher - the Liverpool city :
council struggle in the mid-1980s :
and the anti-Poll Tax struggle at :
the end of that decade and into the :
1990s. Throughout periods of de- :
feat and confusion for the workers’ :
movement - particularly following
the collapse of Stalinism - he consist- :
ently defended the ideas of genuine :
Marxism and the working class as the :
primary agent of social change.

The book introduces readers to the :
ideas of Gracchus Babeuf, Karl Marx,
Friedrich Engels, Vladimir Lenin, :
Leon Trotsky, and Rosa Luxemburg. :
It explains clearly what these revo- :
lutionaries believed and how their :
ideas were applied in practice. For :
young workers and students who :
are new to Marxism in particular, :
the book is accessible and concise. It :
distils the main lessons of the revo- :
lutionary socialist movement since :

. which Marxist ideas are once again :
: the trade unions, must be central to

essential.

I found the book highly engaging; :
Iread it faster than any other book of :
comparable length I have previously :
picked up. Peter brings Marxist ide- :
as to life by grounding them in real :
historical struggles and debates. He :
critically engages with existing biog- :
raphies of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and

: Trotsky; through this, he explains :

not just what such books got right, :
but also where clarification or cor- :
rection is necessary. The book makes :
clear that Karl Marx was not merely :
a brilliant theorist or writer, but a :
revolutionary organiser. Engels is :
quoted as describing Marx’s “crown- :
ing achievement” as the founding :
of the International Working Men’s :

: Association (the First International). :
: As Marx himself famously argued, it :

is not enough to interpret the world; :
the task is to change it.
Lenin is subjected to more distor- :

: tion and slander than most figures, :

even within the Marxist tradition, :
and Peter successfully challenges :
these misrepresentations. Capital- :
ist academics routinely depict Lenin :
as authoritarian and undemocratic, :
extending the same treatment to the :
October Revolution itself. Peter ex- :
plains how Lenin and the Bolshevik :
Party, with majority support won in :
the soviets (workers’ councils), led :
the first successful nationwide so- :
cialist revolution. Although there :

was eventually formed, the Socialist
Party again stood out in arguing that
the organised working class, through
its day-to-day organisations such as

any such project.

Engels once criticised the draft
programme of the United Work-
ers’ Party of Germany for ignoring
the role trade unions could play in
building a workers’ party, warning
that this risked cutting the party off
from the organised working class. A
quotation by Engels included in the
endnotes of Great Revolutionaries in
a similar vein is as relevant today as
when it was written: “The first great
step of importance for every country
newly entering into the movement is
always the organisation of workers
into an independent political party,
no matter how, so long as it is a dis-
tinct workers’ party” This summa-
rises one of the book’s main lessons
and is very important for our coming
activity as socialists in the new year

¢ and beyond.

WHAT'S .
YOUR AC
VIEW?

® editors@socialistparty.org.uk

or, if you’re not online, write to the
Socialist Inbox, PO Box 1398,
Enfield EN1 9GT
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USA: Stop the raids and abolish ICE!

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST GROUP
CWI CO-THINKERS INTHE US

n 7 January, ICE (US Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment) agents in Minneapolis
shot and killed anti-ICE ac-
tivist Renee Good. This is the latest
of at least five murders of civilians
at the hands of ICE agents over the
last year. The Donald Trump regime’s
mass deployment of ICE agents
into working-class neighbourhoods
across the country is terrorising com-
munities, schools, hospitals, stores,
and workplaces. Backed by National
Guard troops and militarised federal
and local police, ICE is emboldened
to abduct, detain, and disappear in-
nocent working people, regardless of
immigration or residency status.

Families have been torn apart by
ICE and children left abandoned. ICE
has thrown people into private pris-
ons, where they're made to endure
inhuman conditions. There’s often a
lack of medical care, food, and clean
water. Victims have been deported,
at times to places other than their na-
tive countries. Some have been killed
by ICE during raids, others have died
in detention centres. Many immi-
grants fear going to work or being out
in public, and some feel they have to
‘self-deport’ to be safe and to keep
their families together.

The Trump administration relies
on a divide-and-conquer strategy to
implement its wholesale attack on
working people. It’s carrying out kid-
nappings and deportations, while at
the same time imposing deep cuts
to healthcare and food benefits,

Independent Socialist Group at
a Boston protest against ICE’s
murder of Renee Good PH0T0: 16

implementing mass layoffs of federal
workers, and eliminating many rights
won in past struggles, including trans
rights, union rights, and civil rights.

In Chicago and elsewhere across
the country, strong opposition by
community members has some-
times successfully stopped ICE. But
most of the time, ICE and other fed-
eral police forces get away with their
violent assaults and kidnappings. It's
difficult for working people to mo-
bilise at a moment’s notice, and dif-
ficult for us to be everywhere at all
times. Immigrant rights groups, pro-
gressive groups, left organisations,
and unions can unite in organising
even larger mass protests and ral-
lies against ICE. These should also
include workplace walkouts, occu-
pations, and strikes on a city-wide,
regional, and national scale.

The so-called ‘resistance’ of the
Democratic Party has not stopped
Trump and the Republicans. Law-
yers and lawsuits have not been
enough to prevent ICE’s armed thugs
from carrying out Trump’s right-wing
agenda. The Democrats have helped
lay the groundwork for the ICE raids
by increasing funding to ICE when
they were in power, and including
anti-immigrant propaganda and
policies in their campaigns in 2024.
In 2020, Joe Biden ran on closing the
border camps and ending funding
for the border wall yet, once in office,
continued both, more than doubling
the number of ICE detainees from
14,000 to 39,000. Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration carried out 3.1 million
deportations, more than any previ-
ous president. Even Bernie Sanders
praised Trump in late October, say-
ing: “Trump did a better job. I don’t
like Trump, but we should have a
secure border. It ain’t that hard to do.
Biden didn’t do it”

The working class can’t rely on ei-
ther corporate political party to stop

ICE. We need our own political party, :
independent of any corporate fund- :
ingorinfluence. Corporations are the : ICE.

ones exploiting immigrant labour, :

: We call for:

® An end to ICE raids, stop the

including using undocumented chil-
dren in poultry processing factories,

sawmills, and other dangerous jobs, :
and exposing many immigrant work- : ® Abolish ICE!
ers to dangerous conditions while :
using their immigration status as lev- :
erage to ignore labour and minimum
¢ Unions to organise active solidarity
: with immigrants, including mass
schools, hospitals, and communities :
that ICE targets. Unions can play a :
greater role in fighting against the ex- :
ploitation of immigrants. Union lead- :
ers and activists can use the tactics of :
: candidates to run for office as part of
strikes and protests to help to stop :
ICE. The capitalist system hyper-ex- :
ploits immigrants for their labour and :
tries to divide workers across borders. :
A crucial part of the fightback against :
Trump and for immigrant rights is to :
: working-class solidarity across
: borders

wage laws.
But union members are in the

the 2006 ‘Day Without an Immigrant’

put pressure on the profits of the cor-
porations and the billionaires.
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What will Mew York's ‘democratic socialist

mayer Mamdani do next?

Iran: MassﬁVolt

-
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ADARAMOYE MICHAEL LENIN
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST MOVEMENT (CWI NIGERIA)

Mass protests are spreading across

Iran in a show of widespread an- :

ger against the regime of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and President

Pezeshkian. What began as a strike :

and demonstration by merchants in
Tehran has now spread to nearly all
the provinces of the country.

At present, these protests are de- :

centralised and without official

students are actively involved, which
shows no sign of decline. The emer-
gence of protests in Qom must have

been the biggest blow to the regime, :
which has always prided Qom, the :

base of the religious leadership, as

its stronghold. Now in Qom, traders,
students and workers are screaming :

“death to the dictator”.

In suppressing the protests, at the :
time of writing, hundreds of deaths :
have been reported so far, and ris- :
ing.There have been clashes between :

protesters and the police with more
violent repression possible as Khame-

nei, the ‘Supreme Leader, vowed not :

to bow to pressure.

What is fuelling this
fire of revolt?

The immediate detonator of this :
mass movement is the crashing of :

Iran’s currency, the rial, to historic

. lows - around 1.45 million rials to :
: 1 USD on the open market by late :
i 2025-early 2026. ‘Abject poverty’ is :
: now the reality for many working- : = =
: class families,tywith thei¥ purcha%— saIICtIOIIS and aCtlﬂnS
: ing power completely wiped out by :
¢ inflation. According to the Central :
Bank of Iran, agriculture contracted :
: by 2.9% and industry and mining :
: by 3.4%, while construction had a :
: sharp 12.9% slump. These sectors :
are among the biggest employers of :
: labour, especially for young people.
leadership; traders, workers, and
. with prices of food, beverages and :
: tobacco up 72% year-on-year, in re- :
: lation with 43% for non-food goods :
and services. Monthly inflation :
climbed up to 4.2%, led by sharp :
: increases in staples such as dairy :
and bread. Behind these statistics :
are gory tales of hunger, homeless- :
: ness, joblessness and mass misery, :
amid a country with enormous re- :
sources to guarantee a better life for :
. instating previous sanctions that the
Importantly, the new austerity :
. budget awaiting approval of the par- :
¢ liament has worsened the situation :
for the Iranian regime. This budget :
: is to be mainly financed by tax rev- :
. enue; it plans to increase VAT and :
: other taxes; the regime is turning to :
: workers and ordinary people to bear :
: the burden of its failure. Also, the
: budget seeks to implement cuts to :
. certain subsidies. :
President Pezeshkian has openly :
declared that the state has no funds :
. to implement any wage increase that :

Food inflation had a drastic rise,

Iranians.

could be commensurate with the
rate of inflation.

It has been argued, by defenders
of the Iranian regime, that the eco-
nomic misery obtainable in Iran is a
direct consequence of years of sanc-
tions imposed on Iran by the US and
Western imperialism. It is, of course,

: true that the US has imposed sanc-
: tions on Iran; these sanctions are tar-

geted mainly at Iran’s export of its oil.
Sanctions have also been imposed
on Iran’s economic partners, isolat-
ing it from global trade.

Ever since the Iranian revolution
of 1979, which ousted Shah Mo-
hammad Pahlavi, who was strongly
backed by the US, and the coming
to power of Khomeini, the US has
sustained sanctions on Iran. Trump
2.0 has aggravated the situation, re-

Biden administration did not seri-
ously pursue, while also threaten-
ing new ones, including sanctions
on companies doing deals with
Iran. Without doubt, years of sanc-
tions have had a drastic effect on the
economy. Ironically, Donald Trump
has given a thumbs-up to the protest

: triggered by the crisis that he and the

US ruling class contributed to.

But it is the theocratic regime that
is the major player in the economic
hardship of Iranians. Since coming
to power, it has used public resources

to create a paradise for itself,
while the working masses
live in hell. Although the re-
gime under the influence of
the revolution, implemented
some progressive policies at its
inception, it also moved to con-
centrate power in its own hands,
while beginning to limit women'’s
freedom. Even though the oil sector
and others were nationalised, work-
ers’ democracy was not only absent,
but the regime rapidly developed
into a dictatorship of Khomeini and
the theocratic ruling class. Workers’
organisations were crushed, and
democratic rights were buried.

So when Iranians on the street are
screaming ‘Death to the dictator; it
is an expression of how their society
has been turned into a big prison.

What next for the
movement?

Socialists argue that a mass move-
ment of the working masses can not
only defeat Khamenei and the Ira-
nian ruling class, but also challenge
the Iranian capitalists, Trump and
US imperialism. Without a revolu-
tionary victory of the working people
in the power struggle, imperialism
cannot be defeated.

Therefore, every advance of the
working masses towards seeking
power from the ruling class must
be supported; in these advances lie

The Independent Socialist Group
stands for escalating the fight against

deportations, and release detainees

® No one is ‘illegal’ - amnesty for all
undocumented immigrants
® An injury to one is an injury to all!

rallies, walkouts, and strikes

® Mass union drives to help
organise and defend immigrant
workers

® Independent progressive and left

organising a workers’ party that can
oppose the two corporate parties
and fight for immigrant and workers’
rights

® Organise a mass socialist
movement for international

On the website: What will
New Yorks ‘democratic
socialist’ mayor
Mamdani do next?

On January 1, 2026,
Zohran Mamdani took
office as mayor of New
York City amid continued
interest and anticipation
for his “New Era” of
affordability for working-
class New Yorkers...

read at socialistworld.net

: the seeds for the building of a work-
: ing peoples’ republic. However, a
¢ clamour for the return of monarchy
: by a section of the protesters is not
¢ only testament to the utter failure of
: the theocratic rule but also the cur-
: rent absence of an internal opposi-
: tion arguing for the next steps for the
movement and, at the same, time, a
! genuine working peoples’ alternative.

The task for the revolutionary

: movement in Iran is not to commit
: the ‘mistake’ of the past. An end to
: Khamenei without ending capital-
¢ ism in Iran and instituting a genuine
: socialist society based on workers’
: ownership and democratic manage-
: ment of the commanding heights of
: the economy, would mean nothing
: significantly for the working masses.

The mass protests must begin to

: transform from a leaderless protest
: to democratically electing coordinat-
: ing bodies, winning the support of
: more layers of the oppressed popu-
: lation, and urgently developing con-
: crete steps to build the movement
: and take power.
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
Crldden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the
world’s population by a small, super-rich
elite who own most of the wealth and
the means of producing it. This way of
organising society, in which the pursuit
of profit comes before everything else,

causes poverty, inequality, environmental :

destruction, wars and oppression across
the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives and

livelihoods, and for a socialist alternative: :

a society which takes the wealth out
of the hands of the super-rich and is
democratically run by working-class
people to meet the needs of all not the
profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new mass

workers’ party is a vital part of the struggle

to change society along socialist lines.
Because capitalism

is a world system,

the struggle for

o | o=
socialism must also

be international. The

Socialist Party is part of the Committee for

a Workers’ International which organises
across the world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS

® A trade union struggle for the
immediate implementation of the TUC
demand of a £15-an-hour minimum
wage for all as a step towards a real
living wage, without exemptions. For the

minimum wage to automatically increase :

linked to average earnings or inflation,
whichever is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The right
to flexible working, under the control of

workers not employers. An end to insecure :

working, for the right to full-time work for
all who want it; ban zero-hour contracts.
® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t afford
to pay a real living wage. State subsidies,
where genuinely needed, for socially-
useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to S

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage. :

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social

care and childcare facilities into public
ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for
all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels

and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of early
obsolescence - where products are
designed to ‘wear out’ and be replaced -
and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards

are set by consumers, small farmers, and
. all workers involved in the production,
: processing, distribution and retail of food.

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

: @ For united working-class struggle to

¢ end discrimination on the grounds of

: race, gender, disability, sexuality, age,
and all other forms of prejudice and

. oppression.

: @ Repeal the anti-trade union laws and

: all others that trample over civil liberties.
For the right to protest and to strike! End

. police harassment. For the police to be

: accountable to local committees, made up
: of democratically elected representatives
of trade unions, local community

: organisations and local authorities.

: @ For the right to choose when and
whether to have children - for the right

. to access abortion, contraception and

: fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with
democratic community control and

. oversight of emergency funding

. resources. No to racist immigration laws.
: @ Expand democracy. For the abolition
of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
. For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

: and to only receive a worker’s wage. For
proportional representation and the right
: to vote at 16.

: @ For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent

: socialist Scotland and for a socialist

. Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist

: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and lreland.

: ® Oppose the dictatorship of the

: billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing
facilities, radio, TV and social media

. platforms. Access to these facilities should
. be under democratic control, with political
: parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
. ® For a new mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

drawing together workers, young people
: and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to

- the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
® No to imperialist wars and

. occupations!

. @ Take the wealth off the super-rich! For
: asocialist government to take into public
ownership the top 150 companies and the
. banking system that dominate the British
. economy, and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.

: Compensation to be paid only on the basis
. of proven need, not to the fat cats.

. ® Ademocratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of the
- overwhelming majority of people, and in

: a way that safeguards the environment.

: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise
a campaign with European socialists

. and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up

: the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real
collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a

: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
: @ or call 020 8988 8777

: @ ortext your name and

postcode to 07958 032 071

: to find out more today!

: Help fund the fightback!

'DONATE TODAY iziies
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Organising the
student fig tback
for socialist

US Federal agent shot and killed Re-
nee Good in Minneapolis, USA on
7 January. Videos widely circulated
online show Renee using her car to
block a road in the city, in solidarity
with her neighbours, to obstruct immigration
raids carried out by ICE.

Already this autumn, tens of thousands of :

school students in North Carolina walked out
in protest. This latest brutal killing will spur
more protests. Under Trump’s instructions,
ICE agents terrorise working-class neighbour-
hoods and workplaces across the US. Workers
are organising to defend their communities
and co-workers.

And the cost-of-living squeeze for ordinary
Americans grinds on. No president has ever
become so unpopular so quickly. Trump has
already faced the two biggest single-day pro-
tests in US history.

Already this year, Trump has kidnapped

: the Venezuelan President and threatened to
: take ownership of Greenland - both blatant
: attempts to pursue US capitalist interests. In- :
¢ cluding the pursuit of access to oil ahead of :
: their biggest rival, China. The plunge towards :
¢ deeper climate crisis continues.
:  Beyond his so-called ‘backyard; Trump has :

threatened intervention into Iran. Mass pro-

Trump’s second presidency is an accelera-

tor of world instability and crisis. The world is

: simmering with uprisings and protests - in-
¢ cluding those led by youth and students, so

called ‘Gen Z protests) bringing down govern-
ments and regimes in Nepal, Madagascar and
Bulgaria, for example. Millions have protested

: against the Israeli state’s slaughter in Gaza, in-

cluding those who took part in a general strike

¢ in Italy in September.
: tests have erupted, fuelled by a rising cost of :
: living and the brutal experience of a repres-
: sive regime. Reportedly thousands have been
: killed by state forces, including 23-year-old
: student Rubina Aminian, shot in the back of :
: the head at close range.
: Youth and workers in Iran can in no way rest :
: hopes on a Trump intervention to help them :
: to pursue their aims. They must get organised :
. to settle their own scores with the theocratic :
: regime. :

When thered carpetwasrolled out for Trump

: at Windsor Castle by Keir Starmer in Sep-
tember, Socialist Students helped to organise
¢ school and college walkouts. Building our own

struggles of workers and young people, includ-

: ing a new workers’ party to challenge Starmer’s

Labour and fight for a decent future for young
people in Britain, is the most effective act of
solidarity young people and students take with
those fighting for change internationally.

If you're angry at Trump and Starmer,

: and the capitalist crisis they represent - get
: organised!

February 2026

University Place @
University of Manchester

176 Oxford Rd, Manchester

Socialist
Students
Conference

WHATWE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS » » » see column on page 15
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