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STARMER PUNISHED

ATTHE

e price of everything is
cranking up again, our
services - the NHS, schools,
universities, local councils -
are crumbling from years of
austerity. And despite a Labour
government promising change,
two years on, it feels like nothing :
has.

BUILD ThE
WORKING-GLASS
FIGHTBACK

POLLS

: wanting Keir Starmer gone.
. This issue of the Socialist is going to press be- :
: fore the results of the 7 May elections for the Welsh :
Senedd, Scottish Parliament and thousands of seats :
: in English local authorities. But we already know :
¢ Starmer’s Labour faces a beating. :
Many will have picked up Nigel Farage’s right- :
: populist Reform UK as a weapon with which to club :
¢ Starmer’s Labour government, wanting to express :
: anger at ‘broken Britain! Many will have voted for the :
: way of cutting across support for Reform.

Greens, Plaid and independents too, among them
: those wanting to deal Starmer a blow from the left.

¢ The working class faces a new wave of the cost- :
¢ of-living crisis. And attempts by any politicians to :

Attacks on pensioners’ winter fuel payments, dis- :
ability benefit cuts, the initial refusal to remove the
cruel two-child benefit cap, hiring Mandelson drip- :
ping with sleaze to try to suck up to Trump... All are :
piled onto the mountain of reasons people have for :

make us pay - again! - for another crisis of their sys-
tem won't just be meekly accepted.

POST-ELECTION ANALYSIS FROM THE SOCIALIST PARTY

»»» socialistparty.org.uk

: representatives could be part of leading the work-

ing-class fightback, by using elected positions to
defy austerity attacks on our services, helping to
mobilise a movement that says ‘we won’t pay for
Trump’s wars - make the super-rich pay!” We put

: pressure on Greens and left-wing independents to

take the same approach.

And we explained how such a fightback, with the
involvement of and lead from the seven million-
strong trade union movement, is the most effective

The crushing blow for the Labour government is
for the same reasons the Tories were smashed less
than two years ago - because they are governing

within a capitalist system in crisis, and so are attack-
. ing the working class and overseeing stagnant or

In these elections, the Socialist Party was part of :
a 300-strong Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali- :
tion stand. We raised how fighting, socialist elected :

falling living standards while the bosses get richer.
The working class needs its own party, one which
fights for socialist change.

Jormery I}ilitant
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Sick for profit: How
capitalismis draining

our health

DAVID ELLIS
BIRMINGHAM SOCIALIST PARTY

ber of years someone can expect to

despite being the fifth richest.

Inequality in healthy life expec- :
tancy has also been rising, particu- :
larly since the start of the Covid-19 :
pandemic. Data from the Office for :
National Statistics shows that those :
living in the most deprived areas of :
England can expect 20 fewer years of :
good health than those living in the :
most affluent areas along with living :
¢ profit has led to the creation of mod-

Much of this inequality is driven by :
poverty and poor housing. Around :
1.1 million households in England :
are overcrowded, making the spread
of infection more likely. An estimat- :
ed 6.5 million people live with sig- :
nificant damp and mould, increasing
cases of childhood asthma. And 6.1 :
million UK households already living :
in fuel poverty will see further energy :
price increases due to Trump’s war
on Iran, meaning more people this :
winter will be choosing between eat- :
ing food and heating their homes. :
These problems are compounded :
by poorer neighbourhoods having :
less access to green space and often :
suffering from higher levels of air :
: living conditions. Furthermore, by

While the well-off can afford pri- :
vate healthcare, the poor are forced :
to face the full force of decades of :
NHS cuts. Despite recent modest :
improvements, 7.29 million people :

fewer years overall!

pollution.

20years

fewer of healthy life
: expected for people living

Healthy life expectancy is the num- : , .
v meone ¢ . in the most deprived areas
live in good health. In England, this :
has fallen by around two years over : vs the most affluent
the last decade and is continuing to :
fall. The UK is one of only five of the :
richest 21 countries to experience a :
decline in healthy life expectancy, :

! in pain and discomfort while waiting

in England are currently waiting for
elective (non-emergency) care. This
often means many months of living

for treatment. Labour health min-
ister Wes Streeting’s withdrawal of
more specialist training posts, despite
chronic staff shortages, to punish resi-
dent doctors continuing their strike
for fair pay, will only make this worse.

Factors like obesity also play a
significant role in our country’s de-
clining health. Capitalism's drive for

ern food that is often calorie-dense
and hyper-palatable, making it easier
to overeat. On top of this, workers
are increasingly turning to cheap,
high-calorie, convenient food due to
lowering wages and the increase in
irregular and unstable work.

As capitalism works us into an ear-
ly grave, only socialism offers a path
to a healthy, high standard of living
for all. A fully funded health service
democratically run by its workers
and patients would mean everyone
gets the healthcare they need. A mas-
sive programme building council
houses that are well insulated with
access to quality green spaces would
reduce overcrowding and improve

cutting out the profit-stealing boss-
es, we can work less and earn more.
Only then will workers be able to
prioritise long-term health over the
day-to-day struggle to survive.

After Golders Green attack:

working class must
unite to fight division

Er

ocialist

Pparty

WHAT WE THINK

brutal daylight knife attack :
on two Jewish men in Gold- :
ers Green in north London :
on 29 April has raised fear :
or their safety among Jew- :
ish people living in Britain. The stab- :
bings followed the horrific attack :
on a synagogue in Manchester last :
October and arson attacks on volun- :
teer-run ambulances and other sites :

in London this year.

The attacker, who is reported to
have a history of violence and alleg- :
edly also attempted to stab a Mus- :
lim man he knew in South London :
earlier in the day, has been arrested. :
The motivations of the attack are not :
clear, but the Met Police declared it a

terrorist attack.

The Joint Terrorism Analysis Cen- :
tre has raised the terrorism threat :
level to ‘severe; the second highest :
level. There is unconfirmed specu- :
lation that the attacker could be in :
some way linked with the brutal Ira- :
nian regime. Many will presume that :
the attack is motivated by opposition :
to the actions of the Israeli regime in :
Gaza and the West Bank, where bru- :
tal slaughter and repression remain :

the order of the day.

The Socialist Party completely op- :
poses terrorism. Violent attacks by :
individuals or small groups, includ- :
ing and especially those carried out :
indiscriminately on ordinary people, :
alienate the mass of ordinary peo- :
ple, and are used by the ruling class :
to justify further repression. They :
are the opposite of what is needed :
to bring an end to war and oppres- :
sion, including national oppression :
- a united mass struggle against the :
capitalist system, led by the working :

class.

Join the fightback
JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

® Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join or call 020 8988 8777
® or text your name and postcode to 07958 032071
to find out more about joining us today!

Opposition to the Gaza onslaught :
which has claimed over 75,000 lives :
is widespread among workers and :
young people around the world. The :
movement ebbs and flows but has, :
for example, found expression in :
general strike action in Italy last au- :
tumn. In the US, there has been an :
historic shift away from support for :
government aid to the Israeli regime. :
The anti-war mood is a factor in the :
dramatic collapse of support for :

: capitalist establishment parties - and

; the political instability that brings.
: It will be a part of the picture when
: Labour suffers big losses in the elec-
: tions on 7 May.

Capitalist politicians are cynically

: attempting to use this horrendous
: attack to undermine the anti-war
i movement. Opportunistically, Tory
! MPs, Reform UK leader Nigel Farage,
: and Sir Keir Starmer raced to Gold-
: ers Green to claim to support Jewish
: people living in Britain. But they and
: their system are the authors of divi-
: sion as well as of falling living stand-
i ards and war. They have no solutions
: to any of the problems of society.

There has been an angry response

: to Starmer despite the government
¢ rushing out various announcements
: of measures like police funding. But
: they have no serious ideas about how
: to keep the Jewish community in the
: population safe in a world where
. capitalist politicians are daily ramp-
: ing up tensions and divisions. From
¢ Trump to Farage to Starmer, they do
: this in the hope of building any base
. of support for themselves. But in de-
: fending profit-before-all-else free
: market capitalism over the needs of
: society, a stable base of support is a
: pipedream for all of them.

For example, social media has

. been identified by many as a source
: of antisemitic hate, with a tiny minor-
: ity able to promote vile antisemitism,
: likewise misogyny, islamophobia,
etc, online. But Starmer’s govern-
: ment has refused to take any decisive
: action to impose democratic public
¢ control on the social media billion-
! aire owners.

: Gaza protests

: While seeking to defend capitalism,
: they also cannot stop the fall in liv-
: ing standards for the overwhelming
: majority of people and so they seek
! to cast blame elsewhere and sow di-
: vision. After this stabbing incident,
: there has been a concerted attempt
: to lay the blame for antisemitic at-
: tacks on the mass demonstrations
¢ in solidarity with Gaza, with many
: commentators from the capitalist
. establishment again labelling them
¢ ‘hate marches.

The BBC reported that the “govern-

: ment's independent reviewer of ter-
¢ rorism legislation Jonathan Hall KC
. called this week for a ‘moratorium’
: on pro-Palestinian marches claim-
¢ ing it was ‘impossible’ for them not
! to incubate antisemitism” Asked if he
: wanted tougher policing of language
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used during marches, or if he want- :
ed to stop some protests altogether, :
Starmer told BBC Radio 4's Today :

programme: “I think certainly the
first, and I think there are instances
for the latter”

been hundreds of Palestine marches

ed over the last two and half years.
Among them there are likely to have

tionary racist and antisemitic views,

but the mass marches have included :

Jewish people, and have demanded

a ceasefire, an end to bombing, and :

peace.

Capitalism fuels division
The root of racist division in soci-

ety, including antisemitism, is not :
anti-war demonstrations but the :
system of capitalism which Bade- :
noch, Farage and Starmer all defend.
Antisemitism has its origins in the :
development of societies based on :
class division as propertied classes :
sought to defend their exploitative :
and unequal systems, and Jews were :

scapegoated at various times.

Capitalism means economic ex- :

ploitation of the majority by a tiny
minority, accompanied by the re-

pression and division necessary to :
maintain such a system. Workers :
have a collective interest in ending :
capitalism. The working class has the :

potential power to do that, flowing

from our class’s role in the produc- :
tion process, making and running :
everything that society needs. That :
d o o : 16 May demo :
More immediately, there is a Pales-
: tine march called for 16 May to com- :
: memorate the Nakba, the annual day :
: which remembers the displacement :
: of Palestinians in 1948 when the state :
: of Israel was formed. Far-right thug :
: Tommy Robinson has provocatively :
called a Unite the Kingdom march :

shared collective experience also

contributes to the potential to build :

solidarity and cut across the ideolo-
gies of capitalist division.
There has been a 2% increase in

hate crimes recorded outside Lon- :

don in the year ending March 2025.
“That includes a 19% increase in

religious hate crimes targeted at :
Muslims (excluding the MPS), with :
a spike in these offences seen at the :
time of the Southport murders and :

subsequent disorder”.

In that period, the Labour govern- :

ment of Keir Starmer has been at-

of society.

However, polling published last :

LD

December found that, despite the :
capitalist propaganda, only 36% :
: thought that ‘being British’ meant :
: being born in Britain, down from :
1 74% in 2013. The biggest factor in :
: these changes is that, in almost eve-
Across the country, there have

ry part of the country, workers live,

from different backgrounds.

for solidarity? The trade unions are

ing class.

Working-class people of all reli- :
gions and none have the potential to :
cut across the divisions by organising :
collectively. The trade unions should :
now take the initiative with a call for :
: a mass march uniting the struggles :
against racism, austerity and war as
: part of a sustained strategy on the :
: theme: ‘No to austerity, make the §
rich pay! Workers’ unity not divi- :
sion - jobs, homes, and services for
all, not racism!” Added to that must :
be the defence of the right to protest. :
¢ That would have an immense appeal :
and would help cut through the rac- :

ist lies.

and rally on that date too. The Gold- :
ers Green events and estabhshment

response will embolden the small :
¢ minority of dangerous violent racists :
¢ and antisemites who will be on that :
: march making both Palestine march- :
tempting to out-Farage Reform UK :
with attacks on migrants, attempting :
to scapegoat them for the problems :

ers and Jewish workers and young
people less safe.
Therefore, the appeal the Soc1a11st

¢ Party has put out regarding the plan- :
ning of the 16th is now even more : ..

: given the lack of time to prepare. But :
. a well-attended and well-stewarded :

necessary. “The trade union lead- :
ers, along with anti-racist, anti-war, :
Palestinian solidarity campaigns, :
need to say clearly now: we are all :
marching together to oppose racism, :

¢ war and austerity: to oppose war on :
: the Palestinians, to stand alongside :
. work and struggle alongside workers :
since the Israeli regime unleashed its :
offensive in October 2023. Millions :
of people have probably participat- :

Muslim and all other communities :

: that feel vulnerable on that day, and :

How can we overcome divisions
: and come together amid fear and :
: suspicion heightened by the recent :
¢ attacks and build on the potential :
been a tiny minority who hold reac- : :

to fight for a decent future for all of us :
- for jobs, homes and services.

“Socialist Party trade union mem- :
bers will be arguing that the trade un- :

: : ions should take a lead on ensuring :
: the biggest mass workers’ organi- :
sations in the country, organising :
: workers from all backgrounds. In the :
i strike wave of 2022-23, over a million :
: workers took action together giving a :
¢ glimpse of the potential to overcome :
: division in our common interests. :
i The pay rises they won from a Tory :
government claiming there was no :
money show how a mass movement :
can win for all sections of the work- :

that happens - and, crucially, organ- :
ise defensive trade union steward- :
ing” It is a mistake to march towards :
the Robinson hate march without the :
necessary mass mobilisation and or- :
ganisation and we appeal to the or- :
ganisers to seek an alternative route

%
%

A
o

. march can be organised as a show of :
: strength and preparation for build- :
y : ingthe united movement we need. :
:  We also need debate in the anti- :
: war movement about a socialist pro- :
: gramme for peace in the Middle East :
. and the rights of the Palestinians. :
: The Socialist Party has marched in :
¢ solidarity with the Palestinians since :
: our inception, as have our forerun- :
| i ners. We campaign to bring the full :
: strength of the trade unions with :
: their six million members to the :
¢ heart of the anti-war movement. :
: We also put forward socialist ideas :
: on the thousands of leaflets we dis- :
: tribute on the Palestine marches. We :
¢ call for “an independent, socialist :
: Palestinian state, alongside a social- :
¢ ist Israel, with guaranteed demo- :
: cratic rights for all minorities, as part :
. of the struggle for a socialist Middle :
- ¢ East” We have always fought against :
: antisemitism, as well as against all :
forms of racism. Our opposition to :
: the actions of the right-wing Israeli :
: government is part of a programme :
: that draws the conclusion that we :
can have no trust in capitalist politi- :

cians internationally.

For the working class to challenge :
the divisive capitalist establishment :
and the likes of Robinson, we also :
need a new mass workers' party. :
That must be a place for discussion :
and debate among members fighting :
for common aims, working out the :
means to get there collectively. That :
: means a socialist programme which :
aims for the power, wealth and re- :
sources of society to be in the hands :
of the working-class majority not the :

tiny billionaire capitalist class.

Trade unions taking steps to create :
such a party would massively build :
the confidence of workers to stand :
up against racist division and auster- :
ity and its capitalist authors - and of- :
: fer a socialist alternative. :
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interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point is to change it.”
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Leeds Ci_ty College IAINDALTON S

~ West orkshire-Socialists and

- Youth demand free public transport -

\ s A \/

IAIN DALTON
WEST YORKSHIRE SOCIALIST PARTY

paigning, young Socialist

duce free public transport.
Our campaign stalls have had a

university students

lege cost them.

-

¢ already paid to big local private bus
: operators, and the super-profits of
: £30 million an hour being made by
As part of our local election cam- :
Party
members and Socialist Students :
have launched a petition demanding :
the West Yorkshire Mayor, combined :
authority, and local councils intro-
. why we are standing Trade Union-
¢ ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC)
warm response from college and :
in Bradford, :
Leeds, and Wakefield. Some college :
students have told us they walk to :
college because of the cost, whilst
others work part-time jobs just to af- :
ford the £40-60 a month buses to col- :
: sider themselves socialists have left

When people ask us how can it be :
afforded, we point to the subsidies :

the oil companies. If these compa-
nies were brought into public own-
ership, instead of paying dividends
to shareholders, resources could be
used to fund vital services.

Some students have asked us

candidates in the elections, when
the Greens are standing. But they
understand why when we explain
the Green Party in Leeds refused to
meet us or commit to voting against
all cuts, rent, and council tax rises.
Around a dozen students who con-

their details wanting to come along
to our local meetings.

Bevois, Southampton - We're fighting for
Nadia and what our community needs

NOREEN YOUNIS
SOUTHAMPTON SOCIALIST PARTY

We've been fighting to elect Nadia

is what we discussed at our Social-
people.

We stood with Nadia in 2024. We
canvassed and introduced the Trade

nity about their issues.

When the Labour council tried :
to take away our only green space - :
known as the ‘Venny’ to locals - we :
protested with the local community :

and Nadia to save it. This resulted in

: forcing the Labour council to actu- :
¢ ally invest in the Venny. :
:  This proved to locals that we listen. :
This is what people told us when we :
Ditta. But we need a voice for Bevois, knocked their doors.
no matter who wins the election. This :
¢ with an amazing 848 votes, showing :
ist Party pre-election meeting of 30 : :

In 2024, we came second to Labour,

people we can make a difference.

:  The change we noticed, knocking :
: doorsin 2026, is people already know :
. about TUSC, remember Nadia Ditta, :
Unionist and Socialist Coalition :
(TUSC). We listened to the commu- :
: “We have had enough” :
“We have had enough of Labour lies, :
: voice for Nadia. In 2026, people from
. the local community are ready for a
It's amazing that more youth :
: want change. They feel there no safe

and agree we need change.

not doing anything. We need some-
one who can be our voice.”

space where they can go, play, and

. socialise.

People are fed up of fly-tipping, an-
ti-social behaviour, drugs, and drink-

ing on streets. Many say they are
: willing to vote anyone else, but not

Labour. So we are a real alternative.
If we win, Nadia will put a motion
to the first council meeting to restore
free bulk waste collection, cut by La-
bour. If we don’t win, we'll still be

: protesting for what our community
: needs.

In 2024, local women were em-
powered to come out and use their

change. Our meeting said: “This is

: just the beginning to our change.

§1.5 hillion spent by fossil fuel
companies on greenwashing adverts

HAMZA KHAN
WEST LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY

Multi billion-pound British advertis- :
ing conglomerate WPP has been ac- :
cused of breaching its own climate :
policy in a recent report by climate :
investigations platform DeSmog. The :
report finds that major oil companies : ‘Garbage’
i WPP’s various agencies have worked :
on several US ad campaigns includ- :
ing a 2019 ExxonMobil ad that com- :
pared the pairing of natural gas and :
. renewable energy to ‘a peanut butter :
and jelly [jam] sandwich; and a Shell :
advertisement with the tagline ‘We :
see possibilities in planes that fly on :
: private ownership, it needs to be na-

Such behaviour by advertising :
companies working on behalf of the :

Shell, BP, ExxonMobil and Chevron

spent over $1.5 billion buying ad- :
vertising space in the USA since the :
signing of the Paris agreement in :

2016.

A 2024 US congressional investi-
gation found that these companies :
have been using ‘deceptive and mis- :
leading’ communications to coun- :
teract policies designed to address :
the climate crisis through reduced :

: reliance on fossil fuels. Oil compa- :
. nies have continued to increase the :
: extraction of fossil fuels while pro- :
moting speculative solutions to the :
climate crisis in order to wash their :
hands of the urgent responsibility :
. - not in the interests of the working
: class who will pay the price of the cli-
: mate catastrophe.

and maintain their profits.

garbage!

oil industry is to be expected, all they
care about are their profits. While the
energy industry is left in the hands
of the profit-hungry bosses, money
is invested in maintaining the huge
amounts to be made from oil and gas

In order for a true green transi-
tion away from fossil fuels, and to
combat the looming climate crisis in
any meaningful way, modest policy
reforms within the capitalist frame-
work are insufficient - agreements
like the Paris Accord are ignored.
The energy industry cannot be left in

tionalised, democratised and run for
the benefit of all of us.

ERPBX/CARLYOUNG/CC

Socialist Students member Adam
Tyas was a Trade Unionist and

in the St Michael’s ward in Coventry.
He spoke at Coventry Socialist Party’s
pre-election public meeting.

standing for Coventry City Council,
to represent and fight for students
and all working people.

Students like me are leaving uni

sands pounds of debt. Whilst study-
ing, we have to endure extortionate

the cost-of-living crisis.
Exploitative landlords rob stu-
dents. They charge too much, and

homes.

Socialists like me will fight to cap
rents and hold landlords to justice,
and fight to build the publicly owned
housing that people need.

We will fight to end student tui-
tion fees, bring back proper stu-

dent grants, and have fully free and :
: the region have had an average 6.1%
! pay increase.

suitable education and training for
everyone.

Itis no better after uni. The number :
¢ cut. Profit for the millionaires and
: billionaires is put before our basic
¢ needs of the working class.

and climbing. The maths do notneed :
. class, rooted in the trade unions, that
: stands for the working class and for
: the next generation, to encourage
: those to join the fight for socialist
: change and organise in trade unions
¢ in our workplaces.

of graduate jobs has just dropped be-
low 10,000, according to Bloomberg.
The number of graduates is 900,000

explaining.

Young people leave uni or col-
lege, and enter a society where it
is more and more difficult to find
secure, well-paid jobs. This has a
massive impact on people’s lives.

We demand that councils and na-
: tional government create new jobs
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) candidate :

for all.
There are limited-to-no services

¢ left in our local communities to use
: or help us. We are ultimately paying
- more for less.

I am a student and young worker, :
i rocketing. Water bills up. Crap
: dumped in rivers in the remaining
: areas of nature we wish to enjoy in
: the limited time off work.

and entering work in tens of thou- :
: port systems are ineffective and un-
: affordable, so we are unable to get
rents, and take the harshest edge of
: ists in Coventry are fighting to scrap
: the hospital parking charges, nurses
: and visitors should not have to pay.
give little to nothing in return, with :
poor maintenance and standard of :

Energy bills and fuel prices sky-

Poorly run, expensive public trans-

to work, or even to hospital. Social-

End the profiteering PFI privatisation
schemes in the NHS.
In my workplace - automotive/

manufacturing - there was no pay
: rise last year. Workers have spent a
: year increasingly disgruntled.

Unite, our workplace union, has

¢ given members the statistics for the
: last two years. The cost of living has

risen by 7%, and other companies in

So most workers are getting a pay

We need a party of the working

i

Join the student ightl_)ac .
JOIN R C’-

socialiststudents.org.uk/join
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Do you agree?

JOIN THE
SOCIALISTS

Little Learners nursery parents fight closure
Fight to fund Early Years and SEND provision

LITTLE LEARNERS PARENT

Parents of children attending my
son’s pre-school were dismayed to :
learn that the setting would likely : !
close at the end of the summer term. :
But by coming together and de- :
manding funding to meet the needs :
of all, parents and the preschool
committee have now managed to put :
on enough pressure to delay a final :

decision.

The pre-school has operated from
a building on the grounds of a local :
primary school for 16 years, and is :

currently attended by 35 children.

Now the school wants to take back :
the building to accommodate the :
needs of its pupils, including SEND
(special education needs and disabil- :
ity) provision. With no suitable alter- :
native premises, the community-run :
pre-school announced it would likely :
: the currentlocation of the pre-school
: isnotincidental. The pre-school is an
integral part of the local community. :
It can’t just relocate to a different :

have to close.
As an initial response, several par-

ents wrote directly to the MP, local :
councillors, and school governors :
appealing for them to reconsider. :
They shared their own stories about :
: primary school have gone through
perienced and dedicated staff, have :
¢ ‘big school’ is made much easier by

the impact the pre-school, and its ex-

had on their families.

Staff and parents also stressed that

area.
Currently, 30% of pupils at the

the pre-school. The transition to

already being on the school site, and
: parents can drop off younger and :

: older children at the same time.

The Socialist Party is standing a :
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali- :
: tion (TUSC) candidate in the same :
: council ward - Cheshunt South and :
: Theobolds. There are six TUSC can- :
¢ didates running for Broxbourne Bor- :
. ough Council.

has £156 million in usable reserves,

for schools. That amount has in-
creased from the year before!

: pre-school building as well? There
: is space on the site to do that. But it
: needs representatives willing to fight
: forit.

Along with other parents, I helped

! to draft an open letter to demon-
. strate the level of support for the pre-
: school staying at its current location,
: to maximise the collective pressure
. we put on the key decision-makers.
: To date, the letter has been signed by
: over 139 parents, residents and Early
: Years professionals.

This has contributed to the school

: governing bodies announcing: “No
final decision has been made’, de-
: spite previously informing the pre-
¢ school committee of a date by which
¢ tovacate the building.

Now, we must keep the pressure

. on the local authority to provide the
: funding needed, while overcoming
: any attempts to divide by putting the
: needs of one group of children over
: those of another.

Increasingly, decisions like this are

: being made about the future of pre-
¢ schools and primary schools, with-
® ! out any input from the staff, local
: community, or parents and children
attending. Often, decisions to close
: or merge settings are down to finan-

There is more than enough money :
to ensure the needs of all children,
: primary and pre-school alike, can be :
met. Hertfordshire County Council :
: invest in their school buildings.
including £11.7 million earmarked :
: paign for full funding for the whole of
¢ education, and for staff, parent, and
i Why not expand the current :
. school building and refurbish the :

cial considerations.

Schools are struggling, squeezed
by government funding that fails to
keep up with rising costs, let alone

Thatiswhywe need anational cam-

student oversight and control of key
decision-making processes.
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

apitalism is an ailing, crisis-
Crldden system based on the

exploitation of the majority of the
world’s population by a small, super-rich
elite who own most of the wealth and
the means of producing it. This way of
organising society, in which the pursuit
of profit comes before everything else,

causes poverty, inequality, environmental :

destruction, wars and oppression across
the globe.

The Socialist Party organises working-
class people to fight against the attacks
from this rotten system on our lives and

livelihoods, and for a socialist alternative: :

a society which takes the wealth out
of the hands of the super-rich and is
democratically run by working-class
people to meet the needs of all not the
profits of a few.

Building fighting democratic trade
unions in the workplaces and a new mass

workers’ party is a vital part of the struggle

to change society along socialist lines.
Because capitalism

is a world system,

the struggle for

socialism must also

be international. The

¥

Socialist Party is part of the Committee for

a Workers’ International which organises
across the world. Our demands include:

WORK, PENSIONS AND BENEFITS

® A trade union struggle for the
immediate implementation of the TUC
demand of a £15-an-hour minimum
wage for all as a step towards a real
living wage, without exemptions. For the

minimum wage to automatically increase :

linked to average earnings or inflation,
whichever is higher.

® Share out the work. A maximum
32-hour working week with no loss of
pay or worsening of conditions. The right
to flexible working, under the control of

workers not employers. An end to insecure :

working, for the right to full-time work for
all who want it; ban zero-hour contracts.
® All workers to have trade union rates
of pay, employment protection, and
sickness, parental and holiday rights

from day one of employment. End bosses

using bogus ‘self-employment’ as a
means to avoid giving workers rights.

® No to austerity through inflation.

For all wage rates to be automatically
increased at least in line with price rises.
® Open the books of all companies
cutting jobs or claiming they can’t afford
to pay a real living wage. State subsidies,
where genuinely needed, for socially-
useful small businesses.

® For trade unions independent of the
capitalist state, with members having
democratic control over their own
policies, constitutions and democratic

procedures. For all trade union officials to S

be regularly elected, subject to recall by

their members and paid a worker’s wage. :

® Reduce the state retirement and
pension age to 55. For decent living
pensions.

® Replace universal credit and the
punitive benefit system with living
benefits for all who need them.

PUBLIC SERVICES

® A massive expansion of public
services including the NHS and council
services. Reverse all the cuts, kick

out the privateers. Bring private social

care and childcare facilities into public
ownership under democratic control,

in order to provide free, high-quality
services for all who need them. Expand
services for all women suffering violence.
® For local councillors who are
committed to opposing austerity and

all cuts to local services, jobs, pay and
conditions.

® For a socialist NHS to provide for
everyone’s health needs, including
dental and eye care - free at the point
of use and under democratic control.
Kick out the private companies!
Nationalise the pharmaceutical industry
under democratic workers’ control and
management.

® Renationalise privatised utilities -
including rail, mail, water, telecoms and
power - under democratic workers’
control and management.

® Free, publicly funded and
democratically run, good-quality
education, available to all at any age.
Abolish university tuition fees and write
off student debt, end marketisation,
and introduce a living grant. No to
academisation. For all schools to be
under the genuine democratic control of
local education authorities, school staff,
parents and student organisations.

® The right to a safe secure home for
all. For the mass building of genuinely
affordable, high-quality, carbon-neutral
council housing. For rent controls that cap
the level of rent. Fair rent decisions should
be made by elected bodies of tenants,
housing workers and representatives

of trade unions. For cheap low-interest
mortgages for home buyers. Nationalise
the privately owned large building
companies, land banks and estates.

ENVIRONMENT

® Prioritising major research and
investment into replacing fossil fuels

and nuclear power with renewable
energy, and ending the problems of early
obsolescence - where products are
designed to ‘wear out’ and be replaced -
and unrecycled waste.

® Nationalisation of the energy
companies, under democratic workers’
control and management, with
compensation paid only on the basis of
proven need, in order to carry out a major
switch to clean, green energy, without any
loss of jobs, pay or conditions.

® A democratically planned, massively
expanded, free to use, publicly owned
transport system, as part of an overall
plan against environmental pollution.

® For a major, publicly funded,
insulation and energy transition plan for
existing housing stock.

® Agribusiness to be taken into
democratic public ownership. For a food
processing and retail industry under
workers’ control to ensure that standards

are set by consumers, small farmers, and
. all workers involved in the production,
: processing, distribution and retail of food.

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

: @ For united working-class struggle to

¢ end discrimination on the grounds of

. race, gender, disability, sexuality, age,
and all other forms of prejudice and

. oppression.

: @ Repeal the anti-trade union laws and

: all others that trample over civil liberties.
For the right to protest and to strike! End

: police harassment. For the police to be

: accountable to local committees, made up
: of democratically elected representatives
of trade unions, local community

: organisations and local authorities.

: @ For the right to choose when and
whether to have children - for the right

. to access abortion, contraception and

: fertility treatment for all who need it.

: @ For the right to asylum - with
democratic community control and

. oversight of emergency funding

. resources. No to racist immigration laws.
: @ Expand democracy. For the abolition
of the monarchy and the House of Lords.
. For all MPs to be subject to the right of

. recall by their constituents at any time,

: and to only receive a worker’s wage. For
proportional representation and the right
: to vote at 16.

: @ For the right of nations to self-
determination. For an independent

. socialist Scotland and for a socialist

: Wales, both part of a voluntary socialist

: confederation of Wales, England,

: Scotland and Ireland.

: ® Oppose the dictatorship of the

: billionaire owners of the media. For the

: nationalisation of newspaper printing
facilities, radio, TV and social media

. platforms. Access to these facilities should
. be under democratic control, with political
: parties’ coverage being allocated in
proportion to the popular vote at elections.
. ® Foranew mass workers’ party,

: based on the trade unions, and

drawing together workers, young people
: and activists from workplaces, and

: community, environmental, anti-racist

: and anti-cuts campaigns, to provide a

: fighting, socialist political alternative to

. the pro-big business parties.

: SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
® No to imperialist wars and

: occupations!

. ® Take the wealth off the super-rich! For
: asocialist government to take into public
ownership the top 150 companies and the
. banking system that dominate the British
. economy, and run them under democratic
working-class control and management.

: Compensation to be paid only on the basis
. of proven need, not to the fat cats.

. ® Ademocratic socialist plan of
production based on the interests of the
- overwhelming majority of people, and in

: a way that safeguards the environment.

: ® No to the EU bosses’ club. Organise

a campaign with European socialists

. and workers’ organisations to use the

: talks on post-Brexit relations to tear up

: the EU pro-capitalist rules. For a real
collaboration of the peoples of Europe

: on a socialist basis as a step towards a

: socialist world.

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

: @ Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
i @ or call 020 8988 8777

: @ or text your name and

: postcode to 07958 032 071

. to find out more today!

: Help fund the fightback!

: DONATE TODAY

socialistparty.org.uk
/donate

1926 GENERAL STRIKE CENTENARY
NEWS AS AFIELD OF GLASS BATTLE

DAVE NELLIST
COVENTRY SOCIALIST PARTY

cellor of the Exchequer,

5 May 1926, as he commandeered the : :

Morning Post building, the produc-

tion base for the government’s British :

Gazette).

The 1926 General Strike, in support :
of 1.2 million miners who had already :
seen their wages cut in half and now :
faced a further 40% cut, has been out- :
lined in recent editions of the Socialist. :

One of the key lessons from the :
100-year anniversary of the General :
Strike, and other class conflicts since, :
is not simply that the capitalist media :

is often hostile, but that, in a crisis,

communications become part of the :

struggle itself.

The final collapse of negotiations :
between the miners and the mine :
owners happened on 30 April 1926. :
Two days later, print workers at the :
Daily Mail refused to print an edito- :
rial which described the looming TUC :
strike as a “revolutionary movement... :
intended to inflict suffering upon the :

great mass of innocent persons”.

Tory Prime Minister Stanley Bald- :
win seized upon this incident as a :
“gross interference with the freedom :
of the press” and an “overt act” of re- :
bellion, using it as a pretext to termi- :
nate all discussions with the Trades :

Union Congress (TUC).

The TUC leadership was horri- :
fied by this. They sent a delegation to :
Downing Street to repudiate the print- :
ers’ actions, only to find the building :

dark and the prime minister in bed.

In fact, the official TUC leadership :
industrial :
dispute. Thomas Jones, Baldwin’s pri- :
vate secretary, recognised this and :
described to Churchill that the TUC :
chairman Arthur Pugh and railway :
union leader Jimmy Thomas were “as :

desired a ‘gentlemanly’

loyal as you are to the state”

At the start of the General Strike, :
the state had already laid plans for :
internal security and strike-breaking, :
including establishing the Organisa- :
tion for the Maintenance of Supplies :
(OMS), a semi-official militia that re- :
cruited middle-class volunteers and :

‘patriots’ to maintain services.

The state and the employers already :
possessed most of the established :
channels of mass communication; :
the government had emergency pow- :
ers, an official newspaper and deci- :
sive influence over radio. The trade :

union movement had to improvise.

When the strike began, most news- :
papers ceased publication. The gov- :
ernment requisitioned the offices :
and printing presses of the then main :

conservative daily, the Morning Post,

chosen because its site was physically :

difficult to blockade.

From this location, Churchill di-
rected the government’s main propa- :
ganda effort. Churchill viewed news :

he field of battle is
“ no longer transport :
but news” (Winston :
Churchill, Tory Chan-
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: as a weapon of war and approached :
: the General Strike as if it were the :
: foretaste of a revolution; with the :
i Russian Revolution only nine years :
: earlier, many in the establishment no :

. doubt shared his fears.

The first edition of the British Ga- :
: zette had two of the four pages blank. :
§ It went into circulation at 200,000 :
: copies, reaching two million by the :
: end of the strike.
¢ Some other newspapers continued :
¢ production, but without many of their :
: printing staff. The Sunday Times (3 :
i May 2026) described how the ruling :
¢ class rallied round The Times after a :
. fire broke out in the machine room.
: The proprietor, Major John Astor :
: MP, “had already dragooned his do- :
: mestic staff into helping, but suddenly :
: came the proprietor’s friends from :
: the House of Commons including the :
: future Tory prime minister Harold :
: Macmillan, they were joined by young :
: naval officers, students from Westmin- :
: ster School and Oxford colleges, as well :
: as barristers of Gray’s Inn, members of :
. London clubs, directors of banks and :
: public companies, an earl, and at least :
¢ two duchesses (of Westminster and of :
: Sutherland) who drove lorries” :
: Churchill wanted the BBC taken :
: over. It had an estimated audience :
i (sharing radio sets) of between five :
¢ and ten million listeners (in a popula- :
* tion of 40 million). :
¢ In fact, while nominally independ- :
. ent, the BBC served the government’s :
: interests during the strike. John Reith, :
: the managing director, argued that :
: since the government was “acting for :
: the people’, the BBC should be “for :
: the government in the crisis”. :
¢ The BBC routinely broadcast inac- :
: curate reports of workers returning :
: to work to demoralise those still on :
¢ strike. It carried regular government :
: appeals for ‘volunteers’ and refused :
: the Labour leader, MacDonald, aright :
: of reply. It refused to allow the Arch- :
¢ bishop of Canterbury, Randall David- :
: son, to broadcast a peace appeal on :
i 7 May aimed at settling the dispute, :
: while carrying the government’s mes- :
: sage to the armed forces that any ac- :
: tion taken to aid the civil power would :
¢ receive the state’s full support.
¢ Reith later wrote in his diary: “They :
¢ [the government] know they can trust :
i us not to be really impartial.” :

U

i The TUC launched the British Worker :
: on 6 May from the offices of The Daily :
: Herald. On the first night, the paper :
: was raided by plain-clothes police :
: who delayed production by demand- :
: ing copies for submission to the Po- :
: lice Commissioner. :
i Terrified of being seen as ‘revolu- :
: tionary, the TUC leadership vetted the :
: paper. The editor, Hamilton Fyfe, re- :
¢ called: “Our chief aim is to keep strik- :
. ers steady and quiet...
¢ dignified, calm in our own strength; :
: to make our statements forcibly, but :

: suggestions.

our line is to be :

¢ with moderation of language” Four :
¢ of the seven issues printed before the
: strike was called off carried an identi- :
. cal declaration from the TUC that the :
: strike was only industrial, not political :
: or constitutional. :

For strikers with time on their

On the ground

: The true power of the strike resided in :
local strike committees and councils :
¢ of action. In many industrial areas, :
: the strike rate was 100%, meaning no :
: trains, buses, or newspapers operated :
: without a permit from the workers.
¢ Local bulletins were produced by :
: trades councils, councils of action, :
: local unions and groups such as the :
: Communist Party. Most active towns :
: and industrial districts had at least :
: one daily bulletin. There were prob- :
: ably up to 500 different local bulletins :
! per day. Few had access to proper :
. printing facilities; instead, they relied
: on duplicators or small presses.
:  Many were not only read locally but :
¢ also distributed to surrounding areas :
¢ - for example, Liverpool supplied bul- :
: letins to Bootle, Ormskirk, and others. :
i Coventry’s council of action produced
: a daily strike bulletin, and 2,000 cop- :
. ies of each edition were circulated. In
: some places, output reached up to :
¢ 10,000 copies a day, and demand of- :
. ten exceeded supply.
i The bulletins filled a crucial gap. Lo- :
: cal bulletins gave workers what they :
! really needed day to day: local strike :
. news, which workplaces were solid,
: meeting notices, rebuttals of hostile :
press stories, humour, cartoons, and :

Trades
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morale-boosting material, with report-
ers attached to strike committees and
union branches. These were almost a
miniature workers’ news agency root-
ed in the strike organisation.

The strongest bulletins portrayed

: : the strike as a class struggle. They
: hands, the second issue listed seven :
“Do all you can to keep :
¢ everybody smiling; the way to do this :
: is to smile yourself. Do your best to :
¢ discountenance any ideas of violent :
¢ or disorderly conduct. Do the thing :
¢ that’s nearest: this will occupy you :
. and will steady your nerves, if they :
: get shaky. Do any odd jobs that want :
: doing about the house. Do a little to :
¢ interest and amuse the kiddies now :
: you have the chance. Dowhatyou can :
: to improve your health: a good walk :
: every day will keep you fit. Do some- :
: thing. Hanging about and swapping :
: rumours is bad every way”.

countered the government’s British
Gazette, attacked rumours, mocked
volunteers and blacklegs, and tried to
keep up morale.

Some estimates say that half of the
9,000 arrested under the Emergency
Powers Act during the strike were in
connection with the production and
distribution of local strike bulletins.
A significant portion of these arrests
were for “acts calculated to cause se-
dition or disaffection,” a broad charge
used against those producing and dis-
tributing strike bulletins.

Simply possessing a stack of bul-

: letins for distribution was enough to
:  The British Worker produced be- :
i tween 320,000 and 700,000 copies a :
¢ day. But the TUC leadership saw the :
. strike as leverage for negotiation, not :
. as a struggle in which workers might : TOday
: need to assume wider authority over :
: transport, food, information, and lo- :
. cal order.

lead to a summary conviction and
hard labour.

The press and broadcast media have

: proportionally fewer users than a
generation ago. More people now
. get their news online, but in a na-
: tional conflict the government would
. seek to use the press again. That rise

in online media as a source of news
for many/most people would not be
immune.

After the killing in custody of Jina
Mahsa Amini in Iran in 2022, the

¢ Iranian authorities sought to limit

telecommunications. Following the

: December 2025/January 2026 pro-

tests there, an internet blackout was
imposed. Activists had to adapt, us-
ing technical workarounds, offline
methods and older communication
channels.

This is the digital-age equivalent of
what 1926 teaches: when rulers fear

! mass action, they move to close or

control the channels through which
workers can coordinate.

When the struggle deepens, com-
munication is never a neutral terrain.

* Workers need their own press and

communication networks, and the
earlier they are developed, the strong-
er they will be.

Start today by taking out a subscrip-

: tion to the Socialist and convince your

workmates, family and friends as well.

Like what you've read?
SUBSCRIBE TO

THE SOCIALIST
socialistparty.org.uk/sub

GWM TAFE
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PGS Executive: We need more than ‘hope’ and
“trust’ - we need action!

FIONA BRITTLE
PCS NEC MEMBER, PERSONAL CAPACITY

any members and activ- :
ists in the PCS civil service :
union will be frustrated to :
hear that the National Ex- :
ecutive Committee (NEC) :
is planning for the union’s Annual :
Delegate Conference (ADC) with :
motions littered with excuses for an :
anti-worker Labour government, op- :
posing a vibrant national campaign :
on jobs, pay, pensions etc, and op- :
posing improved lay democracy. :
The Left Unity/Democracy Alliance :
NEC majority continues to ignore the :
explicit demands of PCS members :

from conferences gone by.

NEC members in the Broad Left :
Network (BLN - in which Socialist :
Party members play an important :
role) have repeatedly raised mo- :
tions to enact the strategy agreed at :
ADC 2025. The Left Unity grouping :
- which includes general secretary :
Fran Heathcote and national presi- :
dent Martin Cavanagh - has voted :

against them.

vicious austerity.

No l:roposals for action from
Left Unity-led NEC

The paper to this April’s NEC was no :
different, containing no proposals for :
improving our industrial strength or :

to build for a ballot to influence and

challenge what will inevitably be an :
insufficient 2026-27 pay remit (due :
to be announced by the government :

in May).

BLN NEC members once again :

i argued that we need to prepare :
: members now, so that negotiators :
: can approach the Cabinet Office :

with the threat of a strike mandate, in :
order to pressure them to produce a :
remit anywhere close to provide ad- :

equate pay awards.

invariably over before it starts.

The National Disputes Commiittee :
report showed how many areas of :
the union are in dispute, separately. :
BLN members raised again that there :
is no consideration by the national :
union of how to join up these cam- :
paigns to increase their chances of :
winning, rather than leaving areas to :

battle alone.

time for action.

Once again, the NEC majority has :
agreed to oppose the motion (A5) :
which seeks to build a national :
campaign, building early among :
branches to deliver a ballot in mid- :
September if there is insufficient :
progress towards our demands for :
pay restoration, pension justice, job :
protection and improved conditions. :

control of PCS.

They consistently cite GDPR with- :
out further explanation to block lay :
i reps from accessing member details :
and directly contacting those they :
are elected to represent. Reps in oth- :
er unions are able to do this, so why :
i notus?
We know that some groups and :

branches wishing to put out member :
bulletins with stances that differ from :

the NEC majority view have been :

prevented from doing so by their full- :
time secretaries. This has included :
AGM reports where opposition slates :
. have been nominated!

The NEC majority, however, be- :
lieves that itis better to wait until after :
the remit is published, and then hold :
talks, before considering the possi- :
bility of preparing for action. This ap- :
proach has failed. It has meant that :
delegated talks (in separate groups) :
are completed, and the employer :
imposes pay, before a campaign is :
launched - by which point the fight s :

The general secretary has repeat-

edly stated that, contrary to the PCS :
rules, she does not have to consult :
the NEC on matters of staffing. Now, :
she insists that any motion which :

seeks to review how PCS depart-
ments work is unacceptable, because

what happens with PCS staff is her :

business.

This is alarming because full-time :
¢ officers provide vital support to lay :
reps. It is therefore important that lay :
reps and members have oversight via :

ADC on how PCS uses this valuable

resource and what approach is taken :
on issues like bargaining, organising, :

equality, legal, technology, etc.
The general secretary’s insistence

that more and more of how PCS :
¢ functions is up to her, without the
The words of the day were “hope- :
¢ fully” and “trust” The BLN says it is :

The general secretary’s papers de- :
layed preparations for a campaign; :
the leadership then blamed branches :
for low engagement at hastily called :
meetings during peak leave season, :
and then used this as the reason to :
cancel the national campaign in Oc- :
tober 2025. Thousands of members :
have been left without the ability to :
fight for inflation-proof pay awards, :
let alone restoration after 16 years of :
. Lay democracy :
¢ They have also, once again, agreed :
: to oppose important motions seek- :
i ing to increase lay rep and member :

control, accountability or even input

from the lay structures, is contrary to :
: the democratic, worker-led, socialist
trade unionism that PCS members

® Socialist Party members
have stood for election to the
NEC of PCS as part of the Broad
Left Network, alongside others
in a ‘coalition for change’. That
election closed on 8 May

® Group Executive Committee
elections, by email, continue till
13 May

® Socialist Party members
are also standing in vitally
important online branch block
vote elections. These elections
run 5-14 May and branch
secretaries will receive the
ballot paper by email

LONDON SOCIALIST PARTY
deserve, and must be strongly
opposed.

Debate essential

One of the most revealing elements
: of this NEC was the plea from Left
: Unity that those of us who disagree
: with their policy positions don’t
bring “that negativity” to ADC. This
came during the paper on Organis-
ing, when we welcomed the increase
in membership but pointed out that
¢ we are still short of the density we
: would want. It is evident that we
grow most in areas where we are in
: dispute. The lack of a national cam-
paign has meant that many of our key
areas have not seen significant in-
creases - and growth slowed when it
became clear last autumn that there
: was to be no fight on pay.

This is absolutely a discussion we
should have at conference. ADC
: should not be a performance of unity
! but a forum for thorough debate.
‘Unity’ around an ineffective strategy
: will not win for members. PCS must
: put a united front against employers,
but this must be built on an agreed
 programme to meaningfully advance
members’ demands.

Haringey
school strike
against cuts

NORTH LONDON TEACHER

On Thursday 7 May, teachers and
support staff in the National Educa-
tion Union at Highgate Wood School
in Haringey will begin a series of
strikes.

The ballot achieved a 100% ‘yes’
vote for strike action against a pack-
age of cuts planned by school leader-
ship to clear the school’s £1 million
deficit.

This package breaks an agreement
reached less than a year ago after a
previous strike, in which teachers
agreed to an increase in contact time
and class sizes. The latest cuts will
extend these measures even further
and also reduce the GCSE and A-lev-
el subjects offered to students, along
with a restructuring that will lead to
compulsory redundancies.

The school leadership argues that
these measures are needed to pay off
the debt owed to Labour-led Harin-
gey Council. We argue that councils
and headteachers should not be a
conveyor belt for austerity measures
that make staff and students pay for
a crisis they did not make. Escalating
strike action is planned in the next
weeks until half term.

conference 2026

_’)\/ nationalshop stewardsnetwork

Saturday 27 June 11am-4.30pm

Workers fight back - 20th anniversary

conference:

‘We won’t pay for the crisis!’
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Major dehate at GWU conference on political strategyg

SOCIALIST PARTY MEMBERS IN CWU

he conference of the Com- :
munication Workers Union :
(CWU) takes place in the im- :
mediate aftermath of the May :
elections, as workers reel from :
the tightening cost-of-living squeeze. :
CWU members in Royal Mail have :
faced attacks on terms and condi- :
tions and are now being balloted on :
whether to accept a new negotiated :
‘Optimised Delivery Model’ In BT, :
members face threats from bosses :
to shed 55,000 jobs, 40% of the work- :

force, by 2030.

What kind of industrial response :
is needed to attacks on our members :

will be a feature of conference.

So too will be the question of :
where workers look for the political :
leadership to seek a route out of this :
mess. The debate about the CWU’s :
relationship with Labour is a major :
part of conference, which will take a
special report on this issue. The de- :
bate will be essential in pointing the :
way forward for our members, as part
of a discussion about workers’ politi- :
cal representation across the whole :

of the trade union movement.

Continuation of attacks

CWU members, along with millions :
of other workers, breathed a sigh of :
relief when the Tories lost the last :
general election and had high hopes :
ofreal improvement in their lives. La- :
bour won a landslide 174-seat major- :
ity, the platform to carry out policies :
of real change for working-class peo- :
: ing by employers. Most significantly,
tion of austerity and the anti-working :
class policies that we suffered under :
: action brought in by Tory prime min-
: ister David Cameron.
ated as ‘New Labour Mark II, copy- :
ing the pro-capitalist agenda of Tony :
: workers have been on strike for more :
fully, he has stood behind the Israeli : :
regime’s murderous war on Gaza. :
He has been prevented from a fuller :
supporting role on Iran because of :
¢ tics which have been fully supported
dinary people to oppose the US and :
: binworkers’ union Unite has been
The Employment Rights Bill, which :
is supposed to be Labour’s flag- :
ship legislation, has been watered :

ple. But instead we got a continua-

the Tories.
Starmer’s government has oper-

Blair, at home and abroad. Disgrace-

the overwhelming mood among or-

Israeli assault.

down as a result of constant lobby- :

Starmer has not yet abolished the

50% turnout threshold for industrial :

be abolished, but Birmingham bin

than a year over precisely that issue,

a vicious wage cut of £8,000 a year. :
: that Starmer and co have created.
:  CWU general secretary Dave Ward :
: talks of the rise of Reform and “the :
: real threat of a deeply anti-union
: government taking shape in a few :
i years’ time” But our union continu- :
: ing support for Labour while it at- :
: tacks the working class and oversees :

The Labour council in Birmingham

has used ruthless strikebreaking tac- :

by Starmer’s government, and the

fined £265,000.
No wonder that last vyear’s
Unite policy conference voted

$)

overwhelmingly for an emergency :
: motion, initiated by Socialist Party :
i members in Unite, to start the debate :
in their union about its relationship :
: with Labour.
‘Fire and rehire’ was supposed to : Reform seeks to fill the vacuum
: These issues are the cause of the :
electoral surge of the ‘pound-shop :
i Trumps’ of Reform UK, who have :
sought to fill the political vacuum :
: passed by TUC Congress in 2018 -

w " strike wave in 2022 PAULAMITCHELL

CWU members -in Royal Mail and
4| BT were at the forefront of the

further bolster support for the right.
Dave also spoke of “a compre-

: hensive, class-focused approach to
: resolving the political division that
: has spread across our society” The

trade union movement, with over 6.5
million workers across all communi-

‘Jobs, homes, not racism’

ing majority of delegates. Supporters
of Labour Party affiliation say that it

enables us to influence the Labour
Party.

But at the 2022 Labour Party con-
ference, during the postal dispute,
our union won the vote to make

: renationalisation of Royal Mail La-
: bour policy. Yet in the crisis in Royal
¢ Mail this hasn’t been implemented,
: leaving our postal members to deal
¢ with a succession of venture capi-
: talist vipers. The CWU leadership
: should have been far more assertive
. in demanding the renationalisation
: of Royal Mail, along with BT, to put
: pressure on Starmer.

In reality, we have received no in-

fluence in return for the £100,000 we
: gave Labour last year.

: Change the rules

: Socialist Party members will sup-
: port changing the rules of our union
: to disaffiliate from Labour. But we
: are opposed to non-political trade
unionism. It is essential that the
: CWU and all unions have a political
: voice to strengthen our industrial
: muscle.

This conference voting to disaffili-

. ate from Labour would be an im-
: portant step to open up the CWU’s
: political strategy. The union could
: then support election candidates
: that support CWU policies or even
: stand its own candidates.

Imagine if the union had stood

. candidates in the May elections call-
¢ ing for the return of Royal Mail to
: public ownership! That would have
: been a far more effective use of our
: political fund than being limited to
: supporting pro-cuts, pro-privatisa-
: tion Labour candidates - and would
. be the beginning of what is needed to
| . cut across working-class support for
: Reform.

falling living standards will only un- :
dermine our case, and can actually
: in what is desperately needed - a
: new mass workers’ party on a social-
: ist programme. Along with other
: unions, to convene a conference on
: workers’ political representation, to
: discuss the launching of a real politi-
¢ cal alternative for workers.

ties, must lead the fight against Far- :

age and the far-right on the slogan :

: Fringe meeting organised
: by UTAW branch

The call in the special report for “a : e
¢ significant change in the direction : O'Labour Party Dlsaff}ha’:lon-\/\fhat
of the Labour government is likely : might the future look like?

to be supported by the overwhelm- :
: Hermitage Hotel in the Clifton Suite,
¢ 6-7.30pm

And we would argue for the CWU
to go further, to play the leading role

® Sunday 10th May at the

Students supporting
Solent Uni strikers

ADAM GILLMAN
SOCIALIST STUDENTS

University and College Union (UCU)
members at Southampton Solent
University are striking over remov-
ing pensions from existing staff by
transferring them to a subsidiary

being rehired on worse conditions
or losing their jobs entirely, with no
compensation or pay.

pay thousands in tuition fees. Social-
ist Students are supporting the UCU
strike and went to their picket line.
University management high-
lights the current funding crisis
in higher education and the need
to ‘balance the books! But that’s

: exactly the problem. Attacking staff
: conditions, and attacking students
: through fees and cuts, all end up
: with workers and young people pay-
¢ ing for the crisis.

What's needed is for the trade

: union struggles happening in uni-
¢ versities all over the country to be co-
: ordinated into a national campaign,
: united with a national student fight-
: back, against job cuts and course clo-
: sures and for a new funding model
: for fully funded free education.
company. This could result in staff :
: us: “National action is exactly what
we need, as the funding model is
! completely broken.”

This is on top of students having to :
. there also needs to be a TUC (Trades
: Union Congress) national demon-
! stration against austerity in central
: London, which was voted for at the
: TUC Congress last year, to show we
: are stronger together and will fight
. back!

One lecturer at the picket line told

In addition to the national dispute,
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BA=THREATENED

TONY SAUNOIS
SECRETARY OF THE COMMITTEE FOR AWORKERS'
INTERNATIONAL

Cuba, I think I can do an- :
ything I want with it’, pro- :
claimed the autocratic :
Donald Trump in another of his im- :
perial declarations. This followed his :
kidnapping of Venezuelan President :
Nicolas Maduro in January, followed :
by Trump’s aerial blitzkrieg on Iran, :
and his threat to destroy its entire :

“civilisation”.

Cuba is next on his list of targeted :
colonial conquests. Venezuela’s new :
President Delcy Rodriguez, who is :
happily heading what has become :
Trump’s puppet regime, complied :
with Trump’s demand to stop the :
crucial supply of Venezuelan oil to :
Cuba. Combined with US imperial- :

ism’s murderous intensified embar-

go, this is an effective blockade. The :
strengthening of the embargo is hav- :
ing devastating consequences for the :
already crisis-ridden Cuban econo- :
my. The price is paid, like in Iran, by :

¢ the Cuban masses. Phar-
: macies are empty. The

: once-prized Cuban health
: system is on the point of col-

do believe T'll be hav- :
ing the honour of taking :

lapse as lifesaving treatments
are shut down due to lack of fuel.

Chemotherapy for cancer patients, :
dialysis for kidney patients and other :
crucial treatments and vaccines are :
delayed or cancelled. Malnutrition :
and a breakdown in public health :
services have led to an increase in :
viral diseases. Since last autumn,
tens of thousands have been afflict- :
ed with chikungunya, dengue and :
! oropouche. :

Food shortages are reported and :
the threat of malnutrition now faces :
thousands. Trump’s embargo is lit- :
erally killing and starving Cuba’s :
population. Petrol is now selling in :
Havana at $40 per gallon! Power cuts :
are longer. Tourism, a crucial ingre- :
dient in the economy in recent years, :
: has ceased due to the embargo and :
the inability of planes to refuel if they :
make it to Cuba. The regime has used :
solar power, much of it supplied by :
China, to try and mitigate the loss of :

oil-based power supplies.

The Comm!
\ntemati .
socialist organisd i\
is aﬁ'\\'\a\ed 10.

Prior to the revo- :
lution in 1959, and :
the overthrow of capi- :
talism which followed in :
1961, when Fidel Castro :
proclaimed “socialist” Cuba, the :
¢ island was the playground and :
: brothel for the US rich and power- :
: ful, including the Mafia gangs. Fol- :
lowing the revolution, prostitution :
: disappeared. Now it has returned, :
¢ illustrating the counter-revolution
: and capitalist restoration which was :
i already unfolding and is now more :
¢ rapidly taking place. :
©  One of the gains of the Cuban :
: revolution, which resulted from :
the overthrow of capitalism, was :
: the building of the once-celebrated :
: health system. The Cuban regime :
: was at one time spending 20% of the :
state budget on health care; twice the :
. global average. As a result, until the :
: Covid-19 pandemic, life expectancy :
: and infant mortality figures were :
: comparable with those in western :
: capitalist states. In 2018, infant mor- :
: tality was four per thousand - lower :
: than the US. :
This was despite the devastating °

- e W

: effects of the collapse of the former
: USSR in 1992 and the loss of sub-
: sidies that flowed from it to Cuba.
: Despite what Fidel Castro dubbed
: the “special period” that followed,
¢ incredibly the Cuban regime and
: its nationalised, planned economy
. managed to hang on against all the
: odds. But now things are very dif-
¢ ferent. By 2025, infant mortality had
: more than doubled to ten per thou-
¢ sand - twice that of the US.

Vindictive Trump has now threat-

: ened countries that allow thousands
: of Cuban doctors to work with sanc-
tions, to cut further the foreign in-
: come to the Cuban government.

Three hurricanes have ravaged the

¢ island, resulting in one million peo-
: ple being displaced. Limited aid from
: the US was only distributed through
: the Catholic Church, hampering the
: state efforts to organise some relief.
: The vindictiveness of Trump and his
: reactionary regime seemingly has no
: limits.

The healthcare and other gains of

. the revolution have been system-
: atically destroyed. This was happen-
: ing before Trump’s assault. Yet it

: has dramatically accelerated since :
¢ Trump’s sanctions were hardened. :
i Market and capitalist measures were :
. increasingly introduced by the re- :
: gime as the bureaucracy desperately :
: attempted to find a way out of the
: economic and social crisis. This pro-
: cess is now rapidly accelerating as :
: the counter-revolution and capitalist :
: restoration gathers pace.

Cuban Revolution

The Cuban revolution of 1959-61 re- :
: sulted in the overthrow of capitalism
¢ and landlordism. It enjoyed the mass
: support of the Cuban population and :
: enthusiastic support internationally :
: amongst the working class and the :
¢ socialist left. It resulted in massive :
: gains for the Cuban masses. Yet the :
: character of the revolution, led by a :
: relatively small guerrilla army rath- :
er than the collective action of the :
i : working class, resulted in the estab- :
: lishment of a bureaucratic regime, :
: not one of workers’ democracy, as
: was initially the case following the :
. Russian Revolution in October 1917.
i Although initially some elements :
: of workers’ control did exist at the lo- :
¢ callevelin Cuba, it was a bureaucrat- :
: ic regime modelled largely on what :
: existed by then in the former USSR.
¢ It was however enormously popular
¢ with deep social roots, which was a
¢ crucial reason the regime managed
: to endure so long after the collapse
. of the former USSR.

Fidel Castro, and its other leaders

: in the July 25th Movement, distinct
from Che Guevara, did not regard :
: themselves as socialist. Raul Castro
: was not in the leadership of the July :
: 25th movement but had joined the :
Young Communists at an early age. :
o : Following the revolution, he was in- :
: corporated into the leadership and :
: maintained liaison with the Stalinist :
: bureaucracy in the USSR. The leader- :
§ - ship of the July 25th Movement was
. driven to overthrow landlordism and :

fu © capitalism, and became drawn into :
; the orbit of the USSR, by the pressure :
: of the masses and the intransigent :
: opposition of US imperialism. (for :
: more background analysis see Tony :
: Saunois’s Che Guevara: Symbol of :
¢ Struggle - Left Books and Cuba, So- :
: cialism and Democracy, Peter Taaffe
- Socialist World Media). The ‘social- :
¢ ist’ regime of Cuba accrued the bitter :
* hostility and opposition of US impe- :
: rialism, which resulted in hundreds
¢ of assassination plots against Castro :
. and failed attempts to overthrow the :
: regime. :
¢ In a desperate attempt to survive :
¢ and overcome the isolation and im-
: passe the Cuban government found :
: itself in by the late 1990s, some capi- :
! talist measures were introduced. :
: These are now assuming a qualita- :
: tive change. Trump and US imperial- :
: ism are now capitalising on this, and
: aim to secure in Cuba a client regime :
: that will do its bidding. Rather than :
: launching a full-blown military in- :
tervention, Trump, US Secretary of :
: State Marco Rubio and his entou- :
: rage are looking to repeat what they :
: secured in Venezuela, without a :
: kidnapping.

Bolivarian Revolution

In Venezuela, the ‘Bolivarian Revo- :
¢ lution’ led by Hugo Chavez con- :
: stituted a political but not social :
revolution. It overthrew the ruling :
: powers, purging the state machine, :

including the army. It made serious :
incursions against capitalist inter-
ests and, based on income from oil, :
introduced important reforms. How- :
: ever, capitalism was not overthrown, :
. despite Chévez eventually proclaim- :
: ing a “socialist” revolution. The top- :
down, bureaucratic methods were :
: similar to those employed by the :
: Cuban regime. Corruption and mis- :
* management developed and a new :
¢ ruling class, dubbed the ‘Bolibour- :
i geoisie, emerged.

Following the death of Chévez in :
2013, and the fall in oil revenues, :
: the corruption, repression and eco- :
: nomic crisis rapidly accelerated,
made worse by the sanctions im- :
posed by US imperialism. The initial :
massive support for the ‘revolution’ :
eroded as the economic and social :
crisis dramatically worsened. Mil- :
lions fled the country as a result (for :
more background information, see :
Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution :
- Lessons for the New Global Era of :
Populism - Socialist World Media). :
Trump intervened with the objec- :
tive of regime change to get access to :
: Venezuela's vast oil reserve, and also :
to send a warning to China, which :
has economically penetrated US im- :

perialism’s ‘backyard’

: Adefeat of the Cuban revolution, :
: historically therefore, was not
: inevitable. If it comes to pass,
: it will however have significant
: international repercussions

Collaborating with Delcy Rod- :
riguez, Maduro and his wife are left
languishing in a US jail awaiting trial. :
Rodriguez had since acted as a pup- :
pet for Trump and initiated a purge of :
the former regime. She has replaced :
¢ military commanders, changed 17 :
ministers, appointed new diplomats :
and overseen the detention of atleast :
three major businessmen linked to :
Maduro. She has also fired several :
of Maduro’s relatives from positions, :
and cut off most of his family from oil :
contracts. In effect, a client regime of :
US imperialism has been installed :
¢ and the right-wing capitalist opposi-

tion has been cast to one side.

A similar effort is under way in :
Cuba. Blockades alone rarely cause :
an immediate regime change. They :
impact slowly, in general, and ac- :
cumulate pressure over time. In the :
: American civil war, Abraham Lincoln :
ordered the blockade of ports across :
¢ the Confederacy. They were effec- :
tive, but yet the fighting continued :
for four more years. Britain block- :
aded Germany in 1914, yet the war :
endured until 1918. Venezuela was :
blockaded in 2025 but further ac- :
tion was needed. Nor is the blockade :
of Iran bringing an immediate end :
to the conflict there. Thus in Cuba, :
: Trump is also reaching out to sec- :
tions of the Cuban regime to try and :
negotiate a change. Raul Castro’s :
grandson met with Rubio, at a Car- :
: ibbean summit in St. Kitts. Follow- :
. ing this, Rubio commented: “Cuba :
 needs to change. It doesn’t have to :
: change all at once”. :
i The Cuban regime is now in dire :
. straits. Since 2021, an estimated 20% :
of the population have left the is- :
land, mainly younger people. There :
has also been a generational change :
in the regime, apart from Raul Cas- :
tro who, despite being 94 years old :

: and having retired as President, :
¢ still wields power from behind the
. scenes. :
: Others, like the current President :
: Miguel Diaz-Canel, were not active :
! participants in the revolution and :
: have accumulated wealth and busi- :
: ness interests. This layer, following :
events in Venezuela, are hoping to
¢ ‘hang on’ by reaching a deal with US
¢ imperialism. Oscar Pérez-Oliva Fra-
: ga was recently made deputy Prime
: Minister and given a seat in the Na- :
: tional Assembly, a prerequisite to be- :
. coming President or Prime Minister.
: Manuel Marrero Cruz, former head
¢ of tourism, is also being speculated
: on to play the role Rodriguez has in :
: Venezuela. The regime has already :
: taken the previously unacceptable
: decision to allow Cuban Miami busi-
: nesses to invest and own property in
: Cuba. Others involved in negotia-
¢ tions with the US include Ratl Guill-
: ermo Rodriguez Castro, Ratl Castro’s
: grandson (known as ‘the crab’ as he
: was born with six fingers).

:  Whereas Fidel Castro in public :
! maintained an austere lifestyle, ‘the :
¢ crab’ has been viewed travelling in :
: private jets and living a lavish life- :
. style. He is also understood to be :
: involved in looking after family in-
: terests in GAESA (Business Admin- :
¢ istration Group), which is an opaque :
: organisation and one of the most :
: powerful institutions. It was formed :
: as a way of financing the military :
. in the “special period” It has since
. grown into a business conglomer-
: ate involved in dozens of businesses, :
: construction, hotels, tourism, fish- :
! ing, retail stores and financial ser- :
. vices. It is thought to own businesses
: in Panama. These sections of the re-
: gime are involved in a variety of busi-
 ness and money-making companies
. and schemes and are detached from
: the revolution of 1959-61.

 Capitalist transitional
. arrangement?

: US imperialism is likely to toler-
: ate some transitional arrangement
! involving sections of the existing
: regime. There are obstacles to this :
: process. Not least the continued :
¢ claims for compensation of the com- :
: panies taken over by the state fol- :
¢ lowing the revolution decades ago. :
: ExxonMobil is claiming $1 billion, :
: there is another $400 million claim :
: from a Florida-based cruise shipping :
: company which had port facilities ex- :
: propriated by the revolution.
¢ Should this process be carried :
: through, as is probable, Cuba will de :
: facto revert back to being governed :
: by aregime serving US and capitalist :
! interests, as is currently the situation :
* in Venezuela. It signifies a counter- :
. revolution and a defeat, and will be :
i a disappointment to many workers :
¢ and socialists. :
¢ Itwill be used by the ruling classes :
: internationally to attempt to dis- :
¢ credit socialism, especially in the US :
. and Latin America. However, it will :
: not have the same effect as the col- :
¢ lapse of the former USSR did in 1992. :
: The world situation today is entirely :
¢ different. Capitalism globally is in :
: a deep protracted crisis and death :
i agony. But it will not simply col- :
: lapse, the ruling classes will fight to :
: maintain their power and need to be :
: overthrown. :
:  This development was not inevi- :
: table. The Cuban revolution could :
: have been developed internationally, :

especially in Latin America. The at-
: tempt to replicate the Cuban revo-
: lution through a guerrilla struggle
elsewhere in Latin America, in very
different conditions and where a
powerful working class existed, was
a decisive mistake. This mistake in-
volved Che Guevara - a socialist and
: internationalist, repulsed by the bu-
: reaucracy in the former USSR and
: Eastern Europe, who wanted to de-
: velop the international revolution but
: with the wrong methods.
Opportunities were also lost later
¢ in other countries, like in Chile dur-
: ing the revolutionary process which
¢ developed between 1970-73. More
recently, if Chévez had completed
the revolution and overthrown capi-
talism, and established a govern-
: ment of the workers’ and poor in
: Venezuela, along with Evo Morales in
: Bolivia and Rafael Correa in Ecuador,
¢ with an appeal to the Cuban masses
! to establish a genuine workers’ de-
! mocracy, a socialist confederation
: of those countries could have been
established. This would have acted
as a massive pole of attraction to the
working class throughout the Ameri-
cas and beyond, including Greece
and Spain, where explosive struggles
: were unfolding.

A defeat of the Cuban revolution,
: historically therefore, was not inevi-
table. If it comes to pass, it will how-
ever have significant international
repercussions. The Chinese regime is
¢ likely to tolerate Cuba being turned
: into a client, but unstable capitalist
state (which will not lead to a new
‘golden era’ of rebirth of Cuban soci-
ety). The Chinese regime could take
: that development as an example to
: justify its own aspirations and future
interventions, in its own sphere of
¢ influence.

Socialists and revolutionaries need
: to draw the lessons from these devel-
: opments, to prepare for the revolu-
: tionary movements that will erupt in
¢ the coming years.
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s newly elected coun-
cillors and members of
devolved parliaments
take their seats, the first
item on the agenda will
likely be the cost-of-living cri-
sis. Trump’s war in the Middle
East has made an already bad
situation worse, as the price of
fuel and other raw materials
has risen sharply, with knock-
on effects felt across the whole
economy.

Workers, many already strug-
gling to make ends meet, are
feeling the squeeze. One in ten
households are skipping meals
and 85% of people are now
worried about food prices. It is
worth pointing out though, that
this is only slightly up from 83%
in February. Worry about put-
ting food on the table has be-
come ‘normal’ for many. It is a
feature of the capitalist system!

While we pay more at the
pumps and for our weekly shop,
oil companies report record
profits and supermarkets con-
tinue to pay huge dividends to
their shareholders. They oppor-
tunistically hike their prices by
more than their rising costs and
pocket the difference.

This so-called ‘greedflation’ is
taking money directly from the
hands of workers and placing it
in the offshore accounts of the
bosses.

But councils, and the Welsh
and Scottish governments, can
act now! For example, Crisis
and Resilience Funds have been
established for use by local au-
thorities, but these are currently
only being used for the very
poorest of households. They
should be extended to assist
more working people by subsi-
dising food and fuel payments.
Free school meals is another
scheme that should be extended
to all, and throughout the whole
year, to help tackle hunger and
ease the pressures on food bills.

Big business never misses a
trick though. Expect the greedy
bosses to take every opportunity
to hike prices and capture the
subsidies. Emergency cost-of-
living measures are needed. But
we also need to stop super-rich
capitalists profiting from our
hardship. We need to national-
ise the major supermarkets and
energy companies, bringing
them under democratic, work-
ers’ control and management.
As part of an economy based
on public ownership rather
than competing profit interests,
prices can be set affordably, for
the benefit of the working-class
majority, not a greedy few.
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